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SAR, 


IF the prefent edition of this work have any fupe- 
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from the many important improvements which have 
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and for thefe improvements the public are not a little - 

» indebted to you. Permit me, therefore, to take this os 

method of acknowledging, as an individual, the ob- 
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on every medical practitioner : And believe me to Es , 
with fincere efteem, 


Your moft obedient fervant, 


Epinpur6us, | Qe 
Nov 1.1788. , | iy 2s ie 
ANDREW DUNCAN. 
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UCH was the fuperiority of Dr Lewis’s Difpenfatory, at the time of 
its publication, over all others then extant, that it foon fuperfeded 
every work of a fimilar nature in Britain, and obtained very high repu- 
tation abroad. During the life of the author, the improvements which 
that work received from his hands, in fucceflive editions, correfponded to 
the difcoveries that were then made in pharmaceutical chemiftry ; 
bat during the period which has elapfed fince the world was deprived 
of the labours of that ingenious, induftrious, and learned man, chemif- 
try, in all its branches, has received much greater improvements than 
before. It was therefore concluded, that an attempt to collect and apply 
the lateft and moft important difcoveries to his Difpenfatory, would not 

be unacceptable to the public. 

This attempt was carried into execution about two years ago, by the 
publication of a work, under the title of EpINBURGH NEw DisPpEn- 

saTory. That work has met with an unequivocal proof of public ap- 
probation: for in little more than a year, a very large impreffion was 
completely fold off. Upon this event it would again have been imme- 
diately put to the preis, had it not been from the expectation of a new 
edition of the London Pharmacopoeia ; which was at that time in fuch 
forwardnefs, that a fpecimen of it had been diftributed with the view of 
_ obtaining the opinion of other intelligent pharmacians refpecting the in- 
tended alterations. That expectation has now been fulfilled, About 
the beginning of the prefent year, the London College, who had made 
no alteration in their Pharmacopoeia for near half a century before, re- 
publithed that work, with many alterations and corrections: And as far 
as the prefent edition of this publication has any fuperiority over the for- 
mer, that fuperiority principally arifes from the many important im- 
provements which the new London Pharmacopoeia contains. 

This edition of the Edinburgh New Difpenfatory includes a complete 
tranflation of the prefent London and Edinburgh Pharmacopoeias, which 
are by Royal authority the ftandards of pharmaceutical practice in Bri- 
tain: and it contains alfo many additions from the beft foreign Pharma- 
copocias Jately publifhed on the continent of Europe, particularly from 
the Pharmacopoeia Suecica, Roflica, Danica, Brunfvicenfis and Gene- 
venfis. But there is not a more material difference between the prefent 
_ and former impreffion of this work, in the additions which have taken 


place, than in the diminutions : Ane itis prefumed, that no inconfider- | 
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able advantage arifes from expunging from the prefent edition many ar- 
ticles which retained a place in the former, although obiolete, abfurd, 
and not intitled to more notice than numbers of the prefcriptions of Ga- 
len and Paracelfus, long fince banifhed from every pharmacopoeia. By 
omitting thefe, the time of the reader will not only be faved, but the 
danger of error avoided. 

In the prefent edition, very confiderable alterations have alfo been 
made in the arrangement of this work. In place of four, it is now di- 
vided into three parts: The firft of thefe, The Elements of Pharmacy, 
was in the laft edition adapted to the principles of modern chemiftry, and 
illuftrated by engravings of the moft convenient furnaces and principal 
pharmaceutical inftruments; here, therefore, there was but little room 
for alteration; and it is accordingly prefented to the public very nearly 
in the fame ftate as before. mites 

In the fecond part, The Hiftory of the Materia Medica, we have 
retained the alphabetical mode of arrangement, which has in many par- 
ticulars a decided fuperiority over every other which has yet been pro- 
pofed, and which is now adopted in almoftevery modern Pharmacopoeia. 
But to conjoin with this the advantages of other arrangements, a fhort 
view is annexed of fome of the leaft exceptionable of thefe, both of an- 
cient and modern date. The number of articles of which a hifto- 
ry is given in this part of the work is now confiderably abridged: 
for all thofe are now rejeéted which do not ftill retain the fandction 
of fome modern Pharmacopoeia of credit. But we have ventured to 
add to the lift fome articles which, although not yet received into 
any of the modern Pharmacopoeias, have been recommended to the pub- 
lic on fuch authority as, at leaft, to point them out as the fubjeG of fu- 
ture trials. The account which is given of the operation and ufe of each 
article, we have endeavoured to render correfpondent to the pathologi- 
cal opinions at prefent moft generally received among the moderns, and 
to the concurring teftimony of faithful and accurate obferves. We are 
indeed fully fentible, that in many particulars, with regard to the real 
effects of medicines, and {till more with regard to their mode of operation, 
even the beft informed moderns are ftillina ftateof ignorance and un- 
certainty. But we haveat leaft endeavoured, as faras we wereable, both 
to fhake off the trammels of theory and the authority of great aames; 
and we flatter ourfelves with the hope that our endeavours have not 
been altogether fruitlefs: We fhall however be always ready to avail 
ourfelves of the light which may hereafter be thrown by future experi- 
ence and future obfervation, on any particular falling under this branch 
of our fubject. . 

Under the third, parr, we have included what was formerly di- 
{tributed into two, Pharmaceutical Preparations and Medicinal Com- 
pofitions. In this we have followed both the London and Edin- 
burgh Pharmacopoeias ; and, indeed, in many cafes, it is total- 
ly impoflible to draw an accurate line between preparations and com- 
pofitions : accordingly moft of thofe articles which were formerly re- 
ferred to one or other of thefe heads, had an equal title to belong to 
both. In the arrangement of the different clafles of preparations and 
compofitions, we have followed the order of the London pharmaco- 
poeia; which, while it differs very litthe from that of the Edinburgh 

College, 
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College, is perhaps, in fome particulars, preferable: But undereach . 
chapter, comprehending falts, {pirits, powders, pills, or the like, we | 
have introduced the moft active and efteemed formule from foreign 
Pharmacopceias which have not a place in thofe of Britain. And we 
are inelined to think, that from thefe additions, medical practice in this 
ifland may derive fome advantages. oe ie 

By the changes which have now been pointed out, we truft that the 
prefent work has been not a little improved. We are, however, very 
far from confidering it as a complete fyftem of praétical and {cientific 
pharmacy. For accomplifhing fuch a work, much yet remains'to be 
difcovered, much to be corrected ; and the exertions of genius and in- 
duftry may give future Difpenfatories a better claim to the approbation 
of the learned and difcerning reader: yet we hope, that our own labours 
beftowed on the prefent work will neither be altogether unacceptable 
nor ufelefs to the public. . ¢ 


EDINBURGH, 
Noy. 1.1788. 
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Explanation of the Contrattions ufed for the Titles of 
different Pharmacopetas quoted in this Work. 


Lond. ee macopoeia collegiiregalis Aw beter 4to, Lon- 
ni 1788. 


Edin.—Pharmacopceia collegii regii medicorum Edinburgenfis, 8vo, E- 
dinburgi 1783. 


Gen.—Pharmacopoeia, Geneveniis, ad ufum nefocomiorum, 8vo, Geneve 
lik 


Suec.—Pharmacopoea Suecica, editio altera emendata, 8vo, Holmiz 
: 1779. a 

Rofs.—-Pharmacopeéea Roflica, 4to, Petropoli 1778. 

Brun.—Difpenfatorium pharmaceuticum Brun{vicenfe, 4to, Brunfvici 


Dan.-—Pharmacopoeia Danica, regia auctoritate, a collegit. medico Haun- 
ienfi-confcripta, 4to, Haunie 1772. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


HARMACY is the art of preparing, preferving, and compounding 
Pp fubftances for the purpofes of medicine. This art has very common- 
Ty been divided into two branches, Galenical and Chemical pharmacy. 
But for this divifion there is no juit foundation in nature: And accord- 
ingly, procefles in one pharmacopoeia referred to the head of Chemi- 
ca}, are in another referred to the head of Galenical. There can be no 
doubt, that even the moft fimple pharmaceutical preparations are toa 
certain extent chemical. Hence this divifion, founded on prejudice, 
and fupported merely by a veneration for antiquity, is now banithed 
from almoft every modern pharmacopeeia. 

Pharmacy has alfo been divided into Theoretical and Pradfical ; the 
firft, confifting not merely of fpeculative opinions, but of a knowledge 
of facts and principles, tending to explain the rationale of proceffes ; 
the latter, comprehending the mere manual labour employed in proceffes, 

The former of thefe may therefore be juftly fyled Scientific Pharma. 
cy. Andthere can be nodoubt that an acquaintance with it is effential- 
ly neceffary to the due exercife of the healing arr: For without it the 
practitioner muft often err in the forms of preparatrons and compofitions 
which he employs; and he muft often be deceived in the effects refult- 
ing from compofitions, when he infers their properties from the known 
powers of the ingredients in their feparate ftate. . It would therefore be 
highly improper to detach the fcientific and practical parts of pharmacy 
from each other. And accordingly, in the firft part of this work a ge- 
neral view is given of the elements of pharmacy both practical and {ci- 
entific, that the reader may be better prepared for the confideration of 
\the particular fubje¢ts and procefles which fall to be treated of under the 
lfecond and third parts. As in fome degree fubfervient ty the fame in. 
itention, we have here alfo fubjoined an abftrac&t from the Syllabus of Dr 
Webfter’s Le@ures on Chemiftry and Materia Medica. It will at leaft 
{prefent the reader with an ufeful method of arranging the fubjeéts ; and 
ay at the fame time be of fome fervice in fupplying the want of fynos 
lymes in this work. | 
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N Chemiftry we confider the difpofitions of the different kinds of mat- 
I ter to ugire, with their effects on union, asin dietetics and rest. me- - 
dica we do their effects on the human body. 

That power by which diferent particles unite is called: ihemiddl ate 
tration, of unefcence. 

“MaTTER has been commonly arranged into fix kinds. 1. Salts ; fyn. 
faline bodies. 2. Earths ; fyn. earthy bodies, ftones. 3. Inflammables ; 
fyn. combnftibles. 4. Metals ; fyn. metallic bodies: 5. Water ; fyn. 
watery or aqueous bodies. 6. 4érs ; fyn. gafes, gafeous or aérial bodies, 
permanent vapours. The kinds of matter not comprehenfible in the a- 
bove arrangement are, 1. Heat; fyn. abfolute or elementary heat or 
fire ; principle or matter of heat.. 2. Light; fyn. matter of light, lumi- 
nous principle. 3. Electrical fluid. 4. Magnetical fluid. 5. Peculiar vege- © 
table and animal matters: as gum; colouring-matter; {tarch, or amyla- 
ceous matter; vegeto-animal gluten, coagulable lymphor fibre of the blood. 

1. Satts are fapid, foluble in water, generally uninflammable. They 
. are fimple and-compound. | 

The fimple are fo called, as being ingredients in the ae and 
are acids and alkalies. 

The compound falts are faline and middle, 2. e. the earthy and metal- 
lic ; as the acidated alkalies, earths, and metals. 

The faline, fyn. neutral, acido-alkaline, fales falfi, confift of two or 
more fimple falts. The earthy, fyn. faline earths, confift of a fimple fale 
and an earth. The metallic confift of a fimple or faline fale and a metal. 
..The falts confolidated with water in a regular form are faid to be cry 

ftallifed. 

A falt is faid to be, 1. Deliquefcent when it attraéts water from the 
air; fyn. aquefcent. 2. Spontaneoutly calcinable, when the water of its 
. eryftals is attracted by the air ; fyn. efflorefcent, " deaquefcent. 3. Sub- 
ject to the watery fufion, when it is foluble by heat in its eryftalline wa- 
ter. 4. Decrepitating, when it crackles in the fire, owing to its {mall 
quantity of water becoming faddenly elaftic vapour ; fyn. fubaquated. 
5. Deflagrating, when, from the pure air which it contains, it can fup- 
port and accelerate combuftion ; fyn. detonating, deaérefcent ; as falts 
containing acid of nitre. 

es Earrns, exeept lime, are infipid ; difficultly foluble in water, diffi- 
cultly fufible, becoming glafs, uninflammable, cael and not 
heavier than five times their bulk of water. 

3. INFLAMMABLES, when fet on fire, burn till refolved into falts, davis 
water, or fome mixture of thefe. 

‘Me Merats are opake, bright bodies, not lighter than fix times their 
bulk of water. 

The inflammables and metals are fuppofed to owe their diftinguifhing 
qualities to their containing a fubtil fluid called ph/ogi/fon, fyn. principle 
4 Se aility or meétallifation, fulphureous, oleous, f{piritaous, or in- 

B _ flammable 
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flammable principle, fixt fire, pure inflammable air. The inflammables 

ar metals are called phlogiftic bodies; or, as their uninflammable part 

ll as their phlogifton have a difpofition to unite jith air, aérefcent 

: Wie. The metals are fuppofed to confift of peculiar earths or acids 
with phlogifton, or peculiar fubftances free from pure air. 

5. WarTeRis a colourlefs, infipid body ; which has a difpofition to 
unite with falts and fome airs, and thus forms mineral waters. 

6. Airs are invifible fluids, of indefinite elafticity, retaining their 
aérial form in any degree of cold yet known. Except two, called pure 
and impure, both ingredients of the atmofphere, they all feem to be acid, 
alkaline, or inflammable. The pure air fupports life much longer, and 
gets inflammation much more than.common or atmofpheric air: it 
is.alfo called empyreal, aphlogiftic, dephlogifticated, vital, fire air, emi- 
nently refpirable, principal of acidity ; and is fappofed:to be. dephlogifti- 
cated water, ‘The impure air, like all the reft, except pure and atmo- 
fpheric air, deftroys life and flame; and is alfo.called noxious, foul, cor- 

rupted, phlogifticared air, or atmofpheric mephitis. 

The operations by which permanent effects are producedion the diffe- 
rent kinds of matter, are, 

I. Compofition ; fyn. Mixture, combination, union, folution. As che- 
mical attraction does not take place at any fenfible diftance, attention is 
neceflary to diminifh cobefion in folids, to:approximate the particles of 
the ingredients, and to multiply their points of contac. ‘ 

Bodies minutely divided, as in the ftate of vapour or air, refufing to 
unite, have no attraction ; ‘liquids: refufing, have. little; but a liquid 
uniting with a folid on air, fhows a great attradtion. 

. The general effeéts of chemical union are, Fe Condenfation, cconfe- 
quently increafe of fpecific gravity. 2. Heat, exceptit be abforbed by 
the production of liquidity or vapour. 3. Change of form, folids becom- 
ing fluids, and fluids becoming folids. 4. Extreme divifion of parts. 5. 
Change of colour. 6. Diminifhed attraGtion for other bodies : hence 
the more fimple a body is, the ftronger and more numerous are its at- 
tractions. 7. Alterations with regard to the effeéts of heat and other 
kinds of matter. 8. Different appearance on being mixed with other 
bodies. 9. Alteration of effects on the human body. : 

I]. Decompofition : fyn. Separation, as open evaporation ; clofe eva- 
poration ; that is, diftillation or fublimation.; precipitation. 

Befides the heads of Compofition and Decompofition, another feems 
neceflary ; asin the operations.of the calcination and reduction of: me-— 
tals and vitrification, there feems to be fomething parted with and fome- 
thing received. This head may be called eciprocation. 

As chemical attraction feems to difpofe matter to unite with, one kind 
xather than with another; by which a body added attraéts an ingredient 
from a compound, thereby producing anew compound; and a compound 
changes ingredients with another compound, thereby producing two 
new compounds ; the former is called a fing/e eletive attraction, and 
the latter a dowb/e one, as exhibited inthe Tables. The {fuppofed ano- 
malies in the order of attractions were chiefly owing to overlooking the 
influence of heat, phicgifton, air, or water, as ingredients, the union of - 
three of the ingredients, the folubility of fome of them, or the excefs of 
acid in fome of the compound falis, | 
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The moft fimple kinds of matter feem to be, 1. Heat. 2. Light. 
3. Phlogifton. 4. Electrical fluid. 5. Magnetical fluid. 6. Pure air*. 

Thofe confidered as next in fimplicity are, the acids, the alkalies, the 
earths, and water. x 

The different kinds of matter are rarely found pure in nature. They 
differ from each other in their origin, fenfible qualities, chemical attrac- 
tions, and the compounds which they form. 
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Acips have a four tafte ; redden certain vegetable blues ; unite with 
alkalies, earths, inflammables, or metals; by which union theingredients 
may lofe their diftinguifhing qualities, the compound being then faid to 
be neutral. The acids feem to contain pure air. They owe their liquid 
- {tate to water, and their colour and volatility probably to phlogifton; for 
both which they in general, have a powerful attraction. The mineral 
acids burn animal and vegetable bodies like fire. Diluted with 4o or 50 
times their weight of water, they are as active as the other acids, The 
vegetable and animal acids poflefs the general properties of acids in amuch 
inferior degree ; they contain oily and flimy matter, and are totally de- 
ftroyed by a red heat. Acids, as articles of the materia medica, diffolve, 
at leaft out of the body, fome animal concretions, neutralife the tafte of 
bitters, correct vegetable poifons; feem to be locally itimulant and aftrin- 
gent ; and are employed to obviate weaknefs, relaxation, {pafm, acidity, 
putrefcence, heat, thirft, fweat, hemorrhagy, chronic eruptions, increafed 
difcharges, the ill condition of certain ulcers. They occafionally increafe 
the fecretions, according tothe dofe and temperature of the patient. The 
vegetable acids are applied in external inflammation ; and acid juices are 
ufed internally in active inflammatory and hemorrhagic ftates, Acid va- 
pours are employed as antidotes to contagion. Acids render the ftomach 
lefs capable of being aéted on by other matters, as fpirits, &c. They are 
fometimes obferved to excite cough and fpafms, Their adminjftration re- 
quires only dilution with water, which may alfo be fweetened. 


1. Acid of vitriol : fyn. Vitriolic acid, oi] of vitriol, acid of filphur, ful- 
phureous acid, acid of alum, aluminous acid; aérial, ethereal, primo- 
genial, univerfal or catholic acid; acidum calcanthi, acidum vagum 
foffile. In its concrete ftate, it is called glacial or icy oil of vitriol ; 

~ in its ordinary ftrong ftate, that is, when about double the weight of 
water, the epithet //rozg or concentrated is often added; andina more 
diluted ftate, that is, with about feven waters, it is called weak vi- 

_ triolic. acid, fpirit of vitriol, or fpirit of fulphur by the bell. Its va- 

- porific point when pure, is about 550° of heat. United with a cer- 
tain proportion of phlogifton, it may exift in the form of vitriolic 
acid air ; and this, combined with water, forms the volatile vitriolic 
or falphureous acid. Saturated with phlogifton, it forms fulphur. It _ 

has a confiderable attraCtion for phlogitton. 
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* Some, however, confider heat and light as different compounds of pure air and 
phlogifton ; while others, denying the exiftence of phlogifton, confider pure air as 
confifting of heat and a certain matter which phlogiftic bodies are difpofed to ab- 
jorb. Others, again, confider the five firft as mere modifications of one another. 
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2. Acid of nitre ; {yn. Nitrous acid, fmoking acid or fpirit of nitre, 
fmoking nitrous acid, Glauber’s. “Spirit of nitre. Diluted, it is called 
fingle aquafortis. It exifts in form of nitrous and nitrous acid air. 
Tt has a remarkable attraction for phlogifton. 

3. Acid of falt ; fyn. Acid of muria, muriatic or marine acid, fee of 
falt, acid or fpirit of fea-falr, G} auber’s {pirit of fea falt, fpirit of fal 
gem, acid fpirit of fal ammoniac. It exifts in form of marine acid 
air. It feems to contain fo much phlogifton that it has little attrac- 
tion forit, It is dephlogifticated by black calx of manganefe, calx 
of arfenic, acid of nitre, &c. Thefe are the three chief mineral acids. 

4. Acid of tartar s ; fyn. Tartareous acid, fpirit of tartar. 

5. Acid of vinegar ; fyn. Spirit of vinegar or of verdegris, radical vine- 
gar, aceious acid. It exifts in form of acetous air. 

Vinegar is a produét of fermentation ; a procefs by whichdead or- 
ganic matter, expofed to air, moifture, and a heat at leaft above 
32°, is decompofed ; and in the cafe of {weet matter produces 

fucceffively alcohol, vinegar, and volatile alkali, with a refpec- 
tive ferment in each ftage. Thefe {tages are called the vinous 
or {pirituous, the acetous, and the putrefactive. The ferment 
in the firft {tage feems to be acid of chalk. 

6. Acid of Borax; fyn. Sedative or: narcotic falt of Homberg, Boracic 
acid. 

9, Acid of chalk; fyn. Cretaceous, cretous, calcareous, chalky, aérial, 
or mephitic acid, air or gas ; fixt, fixable air or gas, gas fylveftre, 
deadly or choak damp. Water combined with it is called mephitic 
or acidulous water, or fpirit of chalk. 

The acid and alkaline airs are readily abforbable by water, and 
are confidered as the vapours of the acids volatilifed by phl O- 
gifton. 

8, The other acids are, 1. *Aqua regia. 2. Acid of amber. 3. Acid 
of benzoin. | 4. *Acid of fugar. 5. *Acidof milk. 6. *Acid of 
fagar of milk. 7. Acid of lemons. 8. Acid of tamarinds. 9. Acid 
of forrel, 10. *Acid of fat.. 31. *Acid of ants:, 12. *2cid of 
arfenic. 13. *Acid of fluor or fpar, 14. *Acid of phofphorus. 
15. *Acidum perlatum. 16. *Acid of Pruffian blue. z7- Acid 

of tungftein. 

Perhaps the acid principle is the fame in all acids, and they differ from 

one another only in their proportions of pure air and phlogifton. 
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ALKxaLies, whether the /aline or earthy, have many properties in 
common. They are found united with the acid of chalk, they have much 
the fame appearance, they green vegetable blues, unite with acids, are 
fluxes to the flinty earths, and render oil of fulphur mifcible with wa- 
ter. The earthy are much lefs foluble in water ; and, except lime, have 
little or no tafte. The earthy are deprived of their acid by heat, the fa- 
line require another attracting fubftance, as lime. The faline ones and 
lime, when pure, are corrofive,. es and aét on the metals in fome 

: | mea- 


Thofe marked thus * are not ufed in medicine. 
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meafure like ke acids. They diffolve animal concretions and mucus, are 
faid to correct animal poifons, and out of the body they obviate putre- 
fcence. The earthy alkalies, if mild, whether with or without their acid, 
and common falt when ina {mali proportion, feemtheonly particular fub- 
{tances that promote putrefaction. When diluted, they are ufed exter- 
nally inchronic eruptions, to {timulate the inactive vefiels in foul ulcers, 
and in the form of injeCtion to deftroy afcarides. Some ufe them inter- | 
nally in fcrophala. The faline ones increafe the difcharges by the fkin, 
kidneys, and inteftines, according to the dofe and patient’s temperature ; 
the volatile alkali is ufed as a rubefacient; and its odour to excite the li- 
ving principle; and likewife internally to ftimulate and to obviate fpafm 
and torpor. Lime-water is ufed as a tonic and aftringent, asin dyfpepfia, 
intermittents, and increafed difcharges. The other alkaline earths feem 
merely to abforb moifture and acid; and magnefia meeting with acid in 

the ftomach purges, The ufe of the alkalies cannot be long continued 
without injuring the ftomach and conftitution. The faline ones may be 

given diluted, or with fome conferve in form of bolus; and the mild ear- 

thy ones fafpended i in water by gum. 


SALI NE ALKALIES; fyn. Alkaline or antacid falts. 


1. Vegetable alkali: fyn. Pure kali, cauftic vegetable alkali, or alkali of 
tartar ; cauftic, infernal, or feptic {tone, potential cautery, common 
cauttic. Diffolved i in water, it is called cauftic ley, or water of pure | 
kali. 

Subcretifed vegetable alkali: fyn. Kali, common or mild vegetable alkali; 
fixt nitre; fale of tartar; the impure,“as that of wormwood, of 
plants, of woods, &c: pot-afh, pearl-ath, cafhub, morcoft athes, 
black or white flux. Diffolved in water, it is called oil of tartar, 
per deliquium, liquor of fixt alkali or of fixt nitre, ley of tartar, wa- 
ter of kali. It contains 20 parts of pure acid, 48 of pure alkali, and 
32 of water in the hundred, and isfoluble in 4 waters at 60° of Fah- 
renheit’s fcale. Its ‘eryftals are permanent. 

2. Mineral alkali; fyn. Pure or cauftic, mineral, marine, or foffile alkali, 
natron, foda, ‘alkali of falt. Diffolved in water, it is called foap-ley. 

Subcretifed mineral alkali: fyn. common or mild mineral or foflile alka- 
li, foda, or falt of foda, barilla, kelp, mural natron, aphronitrum, the 
nitré’of the ancients, Egyptian nitre. It contains 16 of acid, 20 of 

. alkali, and 64 of water; is foluble in two waters. Its cryftals are 
deaquefcent. 

3. Volatile alkali: fyn. Ammonia, pure or cauftic volatile alkali, alkali of 
bones or ofcali. Combined with water, it is called canfiic volatile 
{pirit, fpiric of fal ammoniac prepared by quicklime, water of pure 
ammonia, It exifts in form of alkaline air, which is capable of de- 
com pofition. 

Subcretifed volatile alkali or Amonia: fyn. Common mild concrete vola- 
tilealkali, faleof urine, volatile alkali, or falt of falammoniac, volatile 

Pee omst, falt of foot, or hartfhorn, volatile falt of bones,of ivory, 
- of clks-hoof, of vipers, of earth-worms, &c. It contains 45 of acid, 43 
B 3 of 
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of alkali, and 12 of water. Diffolved in water, it is called mild fpirit 
of fal ammoniac, of hartfhorn water of ammonia, &c. 

This laft iscalled volatile, asit exhalesin the common temperature of the 
atmofphere. The epithet fixed is often added to the names of the 
other two, as they require a great degree of heat to convert them 
into vapour. 


EARTHY ALKALIES; fyn. Alkaline, abforbent, 


antacid earth. 


1 * Barytes : fyn. Pure ponderous, or heavy earth. Soluble in 900 wa- 
ters at 60°; fpec. grav. 4. 

Subcretifor barytes. 

2. Lime : fyn. Pare, calcined, burnt, cauftic limeftone, chalk, calcareons 
earth: quicklime. Soluble in 680 waters at 6e°; fpec. grave. 2. 3. 

Subcretifed lime : fyn. mild calcareous earth ,as limeftone, chalk, marble, 
marle, gur; animal fhells and concretions, as oyfter felhe: various 
fpars, ‘petrefactions, &c. It often contains 40 af acid. 

3. Magnefia: fyn. Pure, muriatic earth, or calcined magnefia. meluvle 
in 7692 waters at 60°; fpec. grav. 2. 33. 

Subcretifed magnefia: fyn. common magnefia, magnefia of ae of 
common falr, Count de Palma’s powder, Valentini’s laxative poly- 
chreft. It often contains .7, of acid. ace. 

4. Clay : fyn. Pure clay, argillaceous earth, earth of alum: Asinfoluble | 
as magnefia. Bole, as French bole, is an impure clay ; fpec. grav. 2. 
Subcretifed clay. 

ce The other primitive earth is the F/mty ; fyn. filiceous, cryftalline, vi- 
trefcent, or vitrifiable ; which is foluble in no acid but that of fpar. 
Sp. gr. 2.66. 


The volatile alkali feems naturally to contain phlogifton. All the three 
are alterable by certain phlogiftic matters, and then faid to be phlo- 
gifticated ; the two fixt by fuch means yield volatile alkaki. Perhaps 
the alkaline principle is the fame in all the alkaline fabftances, and 
they differ from one another only in the proportions of earthy 

_ tratter and phlogiflon. 


SALINE OSA TFs. 


The faline falts may be produced, 1. By mixing the ingredients to the 
point of faturation ; and in the cafe of perfect neutrals, till the diftin- 
guifhing qualities of the ingredients are loft. 2. By adding the acid toa 
compound containing the alkali. 3. By adding the alkali to a compound 
containing the acid. 4. By a double elective. attraction. This applies 
in fome meafure to all compound falts. 

Thefaline and earthy falts increafe the difcharges by the fkin, thekid- . 
neys, and inteftines, according to the dofeand patient’s temperature ;are 

ufed chiefly in ative inflammatory and hemorrhagic ftates, but fometimes 
with 
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with the view of carrying off effufed water or acrimony. Saline falts are 
rendered more active by large dilutions; and more grateful by fugar, le- 
mon-juice, andan aromatic. Alum is chiefly ufed as an aftringent. 


a Vitriolated Vegetable Alkali or Kali; fyn. Vitriolated nitre or tartar. 
Glafer’s fal polyehreft. arcanum duplicatum, fal enixum de duobus. 
It contains 40 of acid, 52 of alkali, and 18 of water; foluble in 5 
waters at 212°, and in 16 at 60°. Its yes are fubaquated and 
permanent ; tafte bitterith. 

2. Vitriolated Mineral Alkali or Natron ; fyn. Glauber’ spurging or won- 
derful falt, vitriolated foda. It contains 27 of acid, 15 of alkali, and 
58 of water; folubleinfour-fifthsits weight of water at 212°, in 3 at 
60°, by heat in its own water, is deaquefcent ; lofing in both cafes 
above one half its weight. Tafte cool and bitterith. 

3. Nitriated Vegetable Alkali or Kali; fyn. Nitre, faltpetre, prifimatie 
nitre, fal prunel, mineral cryftal. It contains 33 of acid, 49 of al- 
kali, and 18 of water; foluble in one water at 212°, and in 7 at 60°: 
cryftals permanent. Tafte cool, acrid, and bitterith. 

4. Muriated Vegetable Alkali, or Kali; fyn. Digettive falt, Sylvius’s fe- 
brifuge falt, regenerated fea-falt, {piritus falis marini coagulatus. It 
contains 31 of acid, 51 of alkali, and 8 of water; foluble in 2 wa- 
ters at 212°, and in 3 at60°, Cryftals permanent and fubaquated. 
Tafte falt and acrid. 

5. Muriated Mineral Alkali or Natron; fyn. Salited foflile alkali ; fea, 
fountain, mountain, foffile, marine, or common falt; fal gem. It 
contains 52 of acid, 42 of alkali, and 6 of water. Soluble in 2% wa- 

» ters at 212°, andina little more at 60°. Cryftals permanent and 

~  fubaquated. Tafte falt and ayreeable. 

6. Muriated Volatile Alkali or Ammonia ; fyn. Crude, common, or fim- 
ply fal ammoniac, armoniac, armeniac, cyreniac ; falt of fand, flow - 
ers of fal ammoniac. It contains $2 of acid, 40 of alkah, and 8 of 
water; foluble in one water at 212°, and in 34 at 60°. Cryflals 
permanent. ‘afte acrid. 

7. SupertartarifedV. egetable Alkalior Kali; fyn. Cryftalsor cream oftartar 

* pure tartar. Tartar in its impure ftate is called crude, red or white 
tartar, argol or wine{tone. It contains about one- -fourth its weight 
of alkali ; - foluble in 28 waters at 212°, and in 150 at 60°. Cryftals 
permanent. Tafte acid. The excefs of acid in a ae falis ad- 
heres lefs firmly than the neutralifing portion. 

8. Tartarifed Vegetable Alkali or Kali; fyn. T: eryailed tartar, foluble 
tartar, vegetable falt. Soluble in 4 waters at 60° ; aquefcent, tafte 
bitter. 

9. Tartarifed Fixed Alkali or Kalination ; fyn. Rochelle falt, Seignette’ s 


polychreft falt, tartarifed foda. It contains more than one-fourth of | 


mineral alkali, lefs than one-fourth of vegetable alkali foluble in 4 
waters at 60° ; deaquefcent. 
10. Acetifed Vegetable Alkali or Kali ; fyn. diuretic falt, eecericd 
tartar, terra foliata tartari. It contains 19 of acid, 32 of alkali, and 
49 of water; is very aquefcent. 
11. Acetifed Volatile Alkali or Ammonia ; fyn. Mindererus’s fpirit, ve- 
getable ammoniac, Very aquefcent. 
B 12. Sub- 
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12. Sub-boraxated Mineral Alkali or Natron; fyn. Borax, tincal, cry- 
focolla. It contains 34 of acid, 17 of alkali, and 47 of water ; fo- 
luble in 6 waters at 212°, and in 12 at 60° ; foluble by heat in its 
own water; and fomewhat deaquefcent. 


13. Lemonated Vegetable Alkali ory Kali; fyn. Saline, or anti-emetic 
mixture. 


RAR OH YY. SALTS. 


1 * Vitriolated Barytes, fyn. Ponderous {par or gypfum, Bononian ftone, 
barofelenite, marmor metallicum. _ Not foluble in 1000 waters ai 
712". 

2. * Vitriolated Lime; fyn. Gypfum, felenite, plafter of Paris. Soluble 
in 500 waters at 60°, . 

3. Vitriolated Magunefia; fyn. Bitter falt, bitter purging falt ; Englifh, 
Epfom, Sedlitz, or Seidfchutz falt. It contains 33 of acid, 19 of 
magnefia, and 48 of water; foluble in two-thirds of water at 212° 
and in oné water at 60°; foluble by heat in its own water; deaque- 
fcent; loling, in both cafes, one half its weight. Taite-cool and 
very bitter. 

4. Supervitriolated Clay; fyn. Alum. It contains 38 of acid, 18 of 
clay, 44 of water; foluble intwo-thirds of water at 212°, and in 15 
at 60°. Cryftals permanent; foluble by heat in their own water, 
‘and lofe one half their weight. : 


Glutinous fubftances, whether infipid or fweet, are, likethe falts, foluble 
in water; fufpend oil and heavier mattersin water; arerendered mifcible 
in fpirit by effential oil or refin; defend from acrimony, and the fweets 
render other medicines agreeable. Glutinous fubftances, when pure, may 
be diluted ;.or fweetened in form of lozenge. 

Theinfipid are Gummi Arabicum, Gummi Tragacanthe, dlihea 
Linum, Malva, Convallaria, Lilium album, Satyrion, Lichen, Parietaria, 
Trichomanes, Fanum, Greecum. The /weet are—Saccharum, Man- 

* na, Mel. Glycyrrhiza, Pranus Gallica, Uvee paffee majores et minores, 
Carica, Cafhia fittularis, Ginfeng. 








INFLAMMABLE BODIES. 


Heart, from whatever fource, as from condenfation, inthe fun’s rays, 
elefricity, chemical union, fermentation, animals, friction, or percuflion, 
or phlogiftic bodies, has the following general effeéts: Calefaction, ra- 

- -refaction, as expantion, fluidity, and vapour; ignition; and, with re- 
™ gard to phlogiftic bodies expofed to the air, inflammation, or combuition. 
‘Che heat and phenomena of this laft may be from the double chemical 
union and condenfation which take place, viz. the union betwixt the 
elementary bodies pure air and phlogifton, and betwixt pure air and the 
refiduum. 


1. Infammable dir; fyn.Fire-damp. 
I, cohol; yn, Ardent fpirits, rectified fpirit, fpirit of wine, vinous {pi- 
rit, pare Spirit. It means a fpirit free from all water, except what 
\ | enters 
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enters its compofition as an ingredient. When its fpecific gravity is 
to water as 13toI2, it iscalled retified fpirit. This diluted with 
an equal weight of water, is called a proof-fpirit, a brandy, weak 
fpirit of wine. Its vaporific and inflammable point'is 174°. Its 
ftrength is judged of by its partial or entire inflammability, levity, and 
fluidity. When pure, it is the fame from whatever fermented liquor 
it is diftilled. ‘Its ingredients feem to be water, acid, and a fubtle oil 
containing its phlogifton. It diffolves the faline alkalies, and more or 
lefs of the following compound falts, moft of the ammoniacal falts, 
acetifed vegetable alkali, nitrated and muriated lime and magnefia, fu-— 
pervitriolated iron fomewhat dephlogifticated, {upermuriated mercury. 
Ic does not diffolve the vitriolic compounds. It is ftimulant and intoxi- 
cating. Its compounds are, set 

1. Vitriolic Ethereal Liquor ; fyn. Vitriolic cether, vitriocol. 

2: Duleified Spirits ; fyn. Weak ethers; as /weet /pirit of vitriol, fyn. 
Vinous vitriolic acid, weak vitriocol. 

3. Sweet Spirit of Nitre; fyn. Vinous nitrous acid, fpirit of nitrous 
zther, weak nitrocol. i 

4. Sweet Spirit of Salt; fyn. Vinous muriatic acid, weak murocol. 

5. Sweet Spirit of Sal Ammoniac; fyn. Spirit of ammonia. 

Oily Subftances, whether the unctuous, effential, or fotlile, feem to owe 
their origin to organic matter, to confift of phlogifton, acid and wa- 
ter; and fhow little difpofition to unite with water. . 

Ill, The azdtuous* ; fyn.Unguinous, exprefied, bland; fat; greafe. They 
feel flippery, inodorous, infipid; rife at 600°; form foap with alkali, 
plafter with metallic earth ; evolve acid, or become rancid on keep- 
ing; and are only foluble in alcohol when rancid, diftilled, that is, 
empyreumatic, or feparated from {oap or plafter by acid. They de- 
fend from acrimony, and relax. Their compounds are, 

1. Soap; fyn. alkalifed oil. 
2. Balfam of Sulphur; fyn. fulphurated oil. | 3 
1V. Effential Oil+; fyn. Aromatic oil; balfam, refin. The balfams and 
refins differ from the oilschiefly inconfiftence. Thisoil feels lefs flip- 


pery 








* The unctuous fubftances are, Amygdalz amare et dalces, oliva, 
lauras, palma, fevum ovile, axungia porcina, fpermaceti, cera alba, vi- 
pera. Unétuous oil may be given mixed with water in form of emulfion 
or mixture, by means of gam or volatile alkali; or with mucilage in 
form of linétus. The external applications differ chiefly in confiltence. 
The liniment confifts of one part of wax and four of oil; the ointnrent, 
of one of wax and two anda half of oil; the cerate of one of wax and 
about two of oil, with one-eighth of fpermaceti. .Thefe ferve to keep 
parts foft and from the air. The plafter confifts of oil and calx of lead ; 
and ferves to keep parts firm, and retain dreflings. With thefe, fub- 
{tances fuppofed nfeful may be mixed. 

¢ Inthis, ina gammy or faline matter, refide thofe fenfible qualities 
by which the following medicines are arranged. They are not ufed inac- 

tive 
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pery than the unguous, has ftrong odour, pungent taite; rifes at 
212°, or lefs; foluble in alcohol; generally lighter than water. 
V. Fofil, Oil, fyn. Naphtha, isa light, volatile, fragrant, penetrating oil, 
not folubled in alcohol, but unites with fome -effential oils. Its im- 
pure 





tive inflammatory or hemorrhagic ftates of the fyftem, except when the 
evacuation they occafion may compensate any bad effects trom their fti- 
mulus. In general they vary in their quantity of inert and active mat- 
ters. Their active matter, diflolved in form of exprefled juice, infu- 
fion, or tincture, or freed from the folvent, without an injuring heat, in 
form of extract, is their moft certain ftate +. The lefs difagreeable ones, 
however, are often given fimply divided, diffufed in liquid, or fufpended 
by gum in form of a mixture, or invitcaved 4 in form of electuary, bolus, 
or pill. The form of pill rendered foluble by gum or extraét of liquorice, 
is in general beft; as, except in infancy or difficult deglutition, it is ea- 
fily {wallowed, it covers any difagreeable talte, confines the active mat- 
ter; and from its flownefs of folubility, and as it can be longeft conti- 
nued without difguft, it is particularly fuited to active medicines and 
chronic complaints in which thefe medicines are chiefly ufed. 

Acrids excite local heat, pain, and blifters, and increafe fecretion. 
They are given internally to increafe fecretion; and fome are chiefly 
ufed as emetic, cathartic, or anthelmintic. Cantharides; aram, rhodo- 
dendron; urtica, millipedae; pyrethram, pimpinella; afarum, hippocaf- 
tanum; dolichos, {pigelia, filix mas, Geoffrsea ; finapi album, cochlearia, 
nafturtium aquaticum, raphanus rufticanus, cardamine ; flammula Jovis, 
mezereon, farfaparilla, bardana, lobelia fy philitica, pulfatilla nigricans ; 
fella, dilinee, colchicum, cinara, digitalis; iris paluftris, feneka, fam- 
bucus, bryonia, melampodium, veratrum, gambogia, feammonium, ja- 
lapa, Jenna, ricinus, ipecacuanha. / 

Aftringents, excite a fenfe of roughnefs in the mouth, and form ink 
with a folution of iron. They conftringe the animal fibre, and are given 
to obviate weaknels, increafed apat ae and putrefcence. Catechu, 
kino, biftorta, uva urfi, quercus, gallze, agaricus, lignum Campechenfe, | 
granata malas, cydonia malus, tormentilla, rofa rubra, plantago, hydro- 
laphatum, ulmus, tuflilago, verbafeum, fcolopendriam ; ; rhewm. 

Bitters are given to obviate weaknels, morbid acid, worms, and pu- 
trefcence. Some are chiefly ufed as cathartic. ee. curfata, quaf- 
fia, fimarouba, radix indica Lopeziana, co/umbo, cortex, Peruvianus, 
falix, chamemelum, artemifa, abfynthium, abrotanum, centaureum, mi- 
mus, carduus benedictus, fantonicum, tanacetum, taraxXacum, menyan- 
thes, fumaria, marrubiam, rabia, dulcamara, di€tamnus albus, fcordium, 
genifta, gratiola, elaterium, rhamnus catharticus, colocyathis, aloe foc- 
coterina, aloe hepatica. 


+ It might be of ufe to diftinguifh thé folvent of the fubftance; as by _ terms 
aquated, colifed,aquacolifed ; and the extract, by the terms deaquated, decolifed, de- 
aquacolifed, 
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pure kinds are, Petroleum, or rock oil; mineral pitch, Barbadoes 
tar, or devil’s dung; *afphaltam, Jews pitch, or mamia minera- 
lis; *jet; amber; * foflil or pit-coal: and are called bitumens. 

VI. Animal Oil, fyn. Dipellius’s oil, is an empyreumatic oil, diftilled 
chiefly from the glutinous parts of animals, and rectified by gentle 
diftillations into a light, volatile, odorous, penetrating oil, contain- 
ing volatile alkali. hig 

VII. Sulphur; fyn. Brimftone, mineral fulphur, flowers of fulphur. It is 
idiocleétric, infoluble in water, has litile.tafte or fmell till heated ; 
its fpecific gravity about 2; rifes at 170°, melts at 185°, and flames. 
at 302°; contains of acid 60, of phlogifton 40 per cent. It is laxa- 
tive and antipforic.. Its compound 1s, 

Liver of fulphur; fyn. hepatic fulphur, /u/phur-cali; hence hepatic 
or fulphur-caline air; an antidote to mineral poifons, and is ufed 
externally in chronic eruptions. 

VIL. Phofphorus, a kind of very inflammable fulphur, confifting of a- 
cid of bones and phlogifton. 

IX. * Charcoal: fyn. Charred vegetables, as charred linen or tinder; 

charred 


Wy 





Odsrous fubffances are fubdivided into aromatics and fetids, between 
which it is not eafy to draw the line of diftin€tion.—The odorous prin- 
ciple in a moderate degree, ftimulates, refrefhes, and ftrengthens; ina 
certain greater degree, its ftimulus is fo confiderable and: quickly dittu- 
five, that it has the appearance of being entirely and diredtly fedative. 
Aromatics render other medicines agreeable, and are grateful ftimulants 
in cafesof weaknefs, fpafms, or flatus; but cannot be fo long continued 
as the fetids, nor are they fo important medicines. The fetids are much 
ufed in {tates of weaknefs attended with fpafm, flatus, pain, watchful- 
nefs, and bad ulcers. | | 

Aromatics. Cinnamomum, caflia lignea,canella alba, cafcarilla, fantralam 
citrinum, faffafras, zedoaria, acorus, ariftolochia, iris, Florentina, enula 
campana, contrayerva, ferpentaria virginiana, zimgiber, curcuma ; pimen- 
to, cubebz; piper longum, nigrum, et indicum caryophilli aromatici et 
rubri, nux mofchata, limonia mala, aurantia Hifpalentia, Juniperus; axi- 
fum, feniculum duice et vulgare, anethum, coriandrum, carvi, cardamo- 
mum minus, cuminum, petrofelinum, daucus fylveftris, angelica fativa et 
fylveftris, ligufticum, imperatoria, mentha fativa et piperitis, melifla, mil- 
jefolium, pulegium, hedera terreftris, hyflopus, falvia, majorana, thymus, 
ferpyllum, /avexdula, rofmarinus, rofa pallida, arnica; terebinthina ve- 
neta, balfamum Canadenfe, Gileadenfe, copaib, peruvianum, tolutanum, 
benzoinum, maftiche, ftyrax calamita, florax liquida ; olibanum, myrrha. 

Fetids. Gummi ammoniacum, fagapenum, galbanum, @/afetida cam 
phora, mofchus, caftoreum, yuaiacum, valeriana fylvettris, fabina, artiplex 
fetida, ruta, The narcotic fetids are, Opium, cicuta, hyofcyamus, bel- 
ladona, aconitum, ftramonium. 3 : 

Colorants are fuch fubftances as are nfed for giving colour to medicines. 
Sanguis draconis, anchufa, concinelia, rofa rebra, caryophillirnbri, viola. 


~ 
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red pit-coal, as coaks or cinders; animal charcoal, as charred ox- 
blood ; charred oil, as lamp-black. “Thefe part with their phlogif- 
ton-in the order in which they ftand. It confifts of phlogifton, 
earth, acid of chalk, and alkali. It is ufed for fuel, and for phlogif- 
ticating other matters. The earth of vegetables, whether from pu- 
_ trefaction or combuiftion, is either lime, or a mixture of all kinds, 
often with iron and manganefe, the vitriolated and muriated fixt al- 
kalies, vitriolated and phofphorated Jime, and liver of fuiphur. The 
earth of the fhells of fifh and eggs is lime; oyfter-fhells contain 
fome vitriolated lime; the earth of bones, horns, claws, &c. is 
phofphorated lime. 


MOE POA ILS. 


Tue Metals are found fometimes native, with their entire comple- 
ment of phlogifton; or mineralifed in the form of ore, that is, more or 
lefs dephlogifticated by their union with fulphur, arfenic, acid of chalk, 
fometimes of vitriol, and of falt, and even of phofphorus. 

They are malleable in the following order ; Gold, filver, copper, iron, 
tin, lead, mercury, and zinc: tenacious in the following order; Gold, 
iron, copper, filver, tin, and lead. Bifmuth, antimony, and arfenic, 
have a foliated texture; the reft are of a granulated one. Metals by ham- 
mering are apt to harden; and by applying heat, and cooling flowly, the 
particles are feparated, and allow a new approximation. Metals expefed 
to heat and air burn; fome emitting flame, as zinc, iron, copper, fil- 
ver, tin, lead, antimony, gold, and arfenic: And all, except the per- 
fect metals, part with phlogifton ; abforb pure air, feemingly changing 
it partly into acid of chalk; diminifh in fpecific, but increafe in abfolute 
weight; lofe their fplendor, ductility, opacity, fufibility, volatility, fo- 
lubility in acids, power of being reduced, their difpofition to unite even 
with their own metals, their power of conducting eledtricity, their aGi- 
vity on the human fyftem: they aflume the appearance of earths called 
calces of different colours, as grey, brown, glafly, red, white; fome 
becoming foluble in water, or even converted intoacid. The procefs is 
called Calcination. a 

Iron, which is found in almoft every part of nature, is the only metal 
feemingly friendly to the human fyftem: the reft are either inert, or 
more or lefs deleterious; and their ufe cannot be continued long with 
fafety. They are adminiftered, 1. In the flate of regulus, or metal 
fimply divided. 2. Calcined by heat and air, or by nitre, as the calces; 
or by acids, as the precipitates. 3. Saline preparations. And, 4. Com- 
bined with fulphur. | 
Zine, {pecific gravity 7, ; melts, inflames, and rifes at 700°; bluifh. 
Tron 8, 1695°3 bluith; capable of welding; magnetic, 
Manganefe 62,3; bluifh. - 

Cobalt 7,7,; bluith. . 

Nickel 9; whitifh red; magnetic. 

Lead 1144.3 585° 3 bluith. 

Tin 1253 408°; white. 

Gopper 9; 1410; pale red; volatile. . 
Bifmuth 


\ 
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Bifmuth 9:3: 3 460°; whitifh-red. 

Antimony 67,3 809°; rifes, white. 

Ar fenic 83s bluifh ; volatile. 

Mercury 14; congeals at 40° below 0°; boils at 600°; white. . 

Silver 11; 1000°; white. 3 

“Gold 19%; yellow. 

Platina 23; white. os bites 
Tungflein metal. : ee 


Merats calcined by Heat ad Air; fyn. Calces, de- 
phlogifticated Metals. , 4 


1. Calcined Zinc; fyn. Calxof zinc, flowers of zinc, philofophical wool. 

2. Subcalcined Iron; fyn. Scales of iron. 

3. Red Lead; fyn. Red calcined lead, 

4. Litharge; lyn. Subvitrified lead. 

§. Grey Cals of Antimony. 

6. Nitrated Calx of Antimony; fyn. James’ s powder, zitro-recalcined 
antimony. 

7. Glafs of Antimony ; fyn. Vitrified antimony. | 

8. Crocus of Antimony, fyn. Crocus of metals, red nitro-calcined anti- 
W200 


9. Calcined Mercury ; fyn. Mercury precipitated by ely. 


Metallic SALTS. a 


Acrip of nitre is the moft powerful folvent of the metals : its action re- 
quires fometimes to be moderated, or the metalis apt ro feparate. The 
acid of vitriol requires even a boiling heat to attack mercury or filver. 

e acid of falt has ftill lefs difpofition to unite with them; but when de- 
phlogitticated, it diffolves all metals completely. To metals dephlogifti- 
cated as by the other acids, it fhowsa ftronger attraction, even in its 
ordinary ftate, by taking the metals from them. 

The other acids are in general weaker in folvent power. 

Metals dephlogifticated to a certain degree are foluble both in acids 
and alkalies, . 

Metals cannot unite with acids without lofing their phlogifton fo far 
asto be in the ftate of calces; nor can they remain united if they lofe 
more, which metallic folutions are very apt to do by expofure to the air. 
Perfect folutions are tranfparent, and tinged with the proper colour of 
the calx. The colour feems to vary according to the quantity of phlo- 
gifton prefent; and bya fufficient quantity, all colour is fometimes. hy 
ftroyed. if 

The caufticity that is in fome of the metallic falts feems to be owing 
to their attraction for phlogifton. 

Precipitates retain fome of the folvent and of the precipitant, from 
which they can hardly, if at all, be freed. Precipitates by mild fixt al- 
aoa carry down acid of chalk ‘and water ; and by volatile alkali, phle- 
gil on 


c b hes 
ts. én 


ae INTRODUCTION. 
1. Vitriolated Zine; fyn. White vitriol or copperas, vitriol of zinc or of 
_ Goflar; it contains 12 of acid, 20 of zinc, and 58 of water; foluble 
in two waters at 60°., 

2. Super-vitriolated Irom; fyn. Green vitriol or copperas, falt or vitriol 
of iron, of fteel, or of Mars; recently cryftallifed, contains 20 of 
acid, 25 of iron, rand 55 of water; foluble in 6 waters at 60°. 

3. Supertarifed iron. 

4. Super-vitriolated Copper; fyn. Blue, Roman, Cyprus:vitriol or cop- 
peras; contains 30 of acid, 27 of copper, and 34 of water ; foluble 
in 4 waters at 60°. s he 

4. Super-vitriolated Mercury; fyn. ‘Vitriol of mercury : contains 19 of 
acid. 

6. Super-nitrated Mercury ; fyn. Nitre of mercury; contains 28 of acid. 

7. Super-nitrated Silver ; fyn. Salt of filver, lunar cauftic or cathartic, 
contains 36 of acid. 

8. Super-muriated Antimony ; fyn. Butter or cauftic of antimony. 

9. Super-muriated Mercury ; fyn. Corrotive fublimate Mercury ; contains 
16 of acid, 77 of mercury, and 6 of water, not decompofable by 
heat ; cry ftals permanent; foluble in 19 waters ac 60°, and in alco- 
hol; unites with muriated volatile alkali, which renders it remark- 
ably foluble. | 

10, Swper-tartarifed Antimony; fyn. Emetic tartar; foluble in 60 wa- 
ters at 60°. | | 

11, Super-acetifed Lead or ceruffe; fyn. Salt or fugar of lead, or of fa- 
turn; acetifed cerufle. 

12. Super-acetifed Mercury, foluble in 3 waters at 60°. 

Ammoniacal Copper and Ammoniacal Iron,.or Martial flowers, con- 
tain metal, volatile alkali, and acid. 


Subacidated Metals. 


= 


i. 


a Raf of fron; fyn. dunepeted iron. 
2. Submuriated Mercury; fyn. Sweet mercury fublimate, calomel, aquila 
' alba, mild muriated mercury. It contains 14 of acid and water, 
and 86 of mercury. 
3. Subacetifed Lead; fyn. Ceruffe, white lead. 
4. Subacetifed Copper; fyn. Verdegris. 


~  C€alcined metallic Salts. 


oe a. White calcined Vitriol; fyn. Calcined Vitriol. 
2. Red calcined Vitriol; fyn. Colcothar of vitriol. 
3. Calcined Nitrated Mercury; fyn. Red corrofive mercury, red preci- 


pitate. 
Sulphurated Metals. 


1. Sulphurated Antimony; fyn. Antimony, crude and prepared antimo- 
ny, ore of antimony. 


2. Sulphurcaline Antimony ; lyn. Kermes mineral. 
3. Dealcalifed 
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3. Dealcalifed Sulphurcaline Antimony ; fyn. Precipitated fulphur of an- 
timony, golden fulphur of antimony. 
4. Sulphurated Mercury ; fyn. Native and fictitious cinnabar, ore of mer- 
ccury, vermilion, Athjops mineral, antimonial Acthiops. 


PREC hP I FAT Ps. 


1. Devitriolated mercury ; fyn. Yellow emetic mercury ; turbith mineral. 

2. Denitrated mercury; fyn. Athy powder of mereury. 

3. Demuriated antimony ; fyn, Powder of algaroth; mercury of iife.” 

4. Demuriated mercury; fyn. White precipitate of mercury; white 
calx of quickfilver. 


WATER. 


W aTER is abont 850 times heavier than air; its vapour occupies 1400 
times more {pace than when in a liquid ftate: like air, it exifts in almof 
every body of nature, and is never found pure. 

The chief fubftances found in water are, Pure, inflammable, and hepa- 
tic airs; acid of chalk; the fixed alkalies, vitriolated, muriated, cretifed ; 
the vegetable, oftener nitrated; cretifed volatile alkali; muriated ba- 
rytes ; lime, and fometimes magnefia, vitriolated, nitrated, and fubcretifed; 
fometimes clay, fuper vitriolated and muriated ; iron, vitriolated, muria- 
ted, cretifed ; manganefe, muriated ; copper, vitriolated; calxof arfenic; 
petroleum ; vegetable and animal putreicent mucilage. Waters are exa- 
mined by. the fenfes, and by evaporation, during which the volatile and 
fixt matters are feparated and collected, or by precipitants.or tefts. The 
chief of thefe tefts are vegetable blue infafions, as that of red cabbage, 
for acids and alkalies; a faturated folution of an aftringent, as that of 
gall-nut in fpirit of wine, for iron; phlogifticated alkali for the metals; 
witriolic acid for coos acid of fugar for cretifed lime; cretifed alkali 
for magnefia and clay; nitrated filver and muriated barytes for acids 
united with other fubitances ; alcohol for acidated alkalies: any acid for 
faline, or earthy hepar, &c. 


| AIRS. 


Pure Air, {pecific gravity 110. 
Phlogifticated Air 1 40. 

Acid of Chalk 220. 

Common Air 152. 

Inflammable Air 10. | 
Nitrous Air 157« ey 
Marine Acid Air 252. 

Vitriolic Acid Air 300. 

Alkaline Air 70, 
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oe 
Phlogifticated iron with 
Vitriolated copper, 
we 
Acidated earth, or metal, wink 
Cretifed aiak, 





3- 
Acidated ammonia with 
Cretifed fixt alkali or earth, 


4. . 

Vitriolated alkali, magnefia,or 
clay, with 

Nitrated, muriated, oracetifed 


lime, 





Vitriolated or cae alkali 
er earth with | 
Nitrated or acetifedlead, mer- 

cury, or filver, | 
ae 





Vitriolated, nitrated, or ace- . 
tifed lver, with 
Muriated alkali, or earth, | 


7s 
Vitriolated kali with 
Muriated lime, or lead, 


- ‘Tartarifed or cacetifed kali 
with 
Nitrated mercury, 





Vitriolated ee with 
“-Nirrared, muriated, or acetifed 
fixt alkali, 
TO. 
Vitriolated, nitrated, or muri- 
ated ammonia, with 
Acetifed fixt alkali or lime, 
Ee 
Vitriolated mercury with 
Muriated natron, J 








eee ee pes 


z Tis 
Phlogifticated copper and 
Vitriolated iron. 


Acidated wiedll ond . 
Cretifed earth or metal. 





ce 
Acidatedfixtalkaliorearth and 
| Cretifed ammonia. 


4. 
Vitriolated lime, and 
Nitrated, muriated, or ace- 
| tifed alkali, magnefia, or 





clay. 


5. 
Vitriolated or muriated lead, 
| mercury, or filver, and 
| Nitrated, or acetifed alkali, or 
earth. 


Give Aw ielared, nittated. or aceti-. 


fed alkali, or earth, and 
| Muriated filver. 


fe 
Vitriolated lime, or lead, and 
Muriated kali. 

8 





Tartarifed or acetifed mercury 
and 





Nitrated kali. 


Nitrated, muriated, at aceuted 

ammonia. 

10. ; 

Vitriolated, nitrated, or muria- 

ted fixt alkali i or lime, and 
Acetifed animonia. 

rT. 

| Vitriolated natron and 
i Mariated mercury. 


s 
: Vitriolated fixt alkali, and 
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Muriated mercury with 
Sulphurated antimony, 


\ 


a . 
S 


— 1. 
Give Muriated antimony and 


_Sulphurated mercury. 
? Tus 
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CHAPTER I, 


A general View of the Properties and Relations of 
Medicinal Subftances. 


*. g S E CT; ie 
VEGETABLES: 


Wy ESETABL ES are organized bodies, farnithed with a variety 
of veffels for the reception, tran{miflion, and perfpiration of dif- 
ferent fluids. Analogous to animals, they are produced from feeds and 
_eggs, and are endowed with funétions, whereby the aliment they im- 
bibe is changed into new forms, into folids and fluids, peculiar to partis 
cular plants, and to different parts of the fame plant. __ : 

The analogy between the vegetable and animal kingdoms will appear 
fill more ftriking, when we confider that the former exhibit, though in _ 
alefs degree, all the phenomena of fenfibiliry and motion. : 

The pabulum of vegetables, like that of moft animals, is of a nixed 
nature ;and is made up of the neceffary union of water, heat, and lighr, 
and lefs neceflarily of air and earth: the office of thefe twolaft feems . 
to be that of filtres, or vehicles for conveying the other principles i in 
proper form. 

From varieties in the {tate and proportion of thefe feveral agents, a 
very multiplied diverfity takes place in the external form, quantity, and 
quality of one and the fame vegetable: hence the difference of plants 
from the foil, climate, feafon, and other fimilar circumftances. The in- 
fluence of heat, and light, or what is probably the fame thing, the ab- 
forption of the “inflammable principle, is perhaps the moft important 
article in the aliment of vegetables. This principle, whether derived 
from ihe {glar rays, from putrid matter employed in — or ot: 

Cc 
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the putrefaction of the wild growth, affifted by calcareous earths and other 
feptics, is found at all times to modify, in a peculiar manner, the form, the 
quantity, and even the fenfible and inherent properties of vegetables : it is 
of importance however to remark, that the foundnefs and {pecific princi~ 
ples of vegetables are not invariably the more complete in proportion tothe 
vigour of their growth; high health, whichis alwaysa dangerous ftatein 
the conftirntion of animals, is often the means of perverting or deftroying 
the ceconomy of vegetable life. Thus the finer aromatics, which natural- 
Jy inhabit the dry and fandy foils, when tranfplanted into a moift and 
rich one, or, in other words, when placed in mould abounding in the fo- 


mites of inflammable principle, grow with rapidity and vigour, have their 


bulk confiderably increafed, but lofe very much of their fragrance, as if 
their active principles were exhautled by the luxuriance of their growth. 

Plants are alfo found to differ confiderably in the different periods of 
their growth. ‘Thus fome herbs in their infancy abound moft with odo- 
riferous matter 5 of which others yield little or none till they have attain- 
ed to a more advanced age. Many fruits, in their immature ftate, con- 
tain an auftere acid juice, which by maturation is changed into a {weet : 
others, as the orange, are firft warm and aromatic, and afterwards by 
ce become filled with a {trong acid. The common grain, and fun- 
dry other feeds, when beginning to vegetate, are in tafte remarkably 
fweet: yet the kernels of certain fruits prove, at the fame period ex- 
tremely acid. The roots of {ome of our indigenous pistes whofe juice 
is, during the fummer, thin and watery, if wounded early in the {pring, 
yield rich balfamic juices, which, expofed to a gentle warmth, foon con- 
crete into folid gummy- refins, {uperior to many of thofe broughtsfrom 
abroad. In open expofures, dry foils, and fair warm feafons, aromatic 
plants prove ftronger and more fragrant, and folid ones weaker in {mall 
than in the oppofite circumftances. ‘To thefe particulars therefore due | 
regard ought to be had ia collecting plants for medicinal ufes. fe 

It may be proper to obferve alfo, that the different parts of one plant 
are often very different in quality from each other. Thus the bitter herb 
wormwood rifes from an aromatic root; and the narcotic popy-head in- 
cludes feeds which have no narcetic power. Thefe differences, though | 
very obvious in the common culinary plants, do not feem to have been 
fufficiently obferved, or attended to, in the medicinal ones. 

Without any obvious dependence on the circumftances abovemention- 
ed, vegetables are alfo, like animals, obnoxious to difeafes and death. 
Thefe, whether occafioned by intenfe cold, by infects, lightning, or 
other caufes, always maintain a ftriking analogy to the affections of ani- 
mals. A difference however arifes from this, that the feveral parts of ve- 
getables do not conftitute fuch a mutually depending fyftem as thofe of 
the more perfect animals: Henceit is, that a very confiderable part of a 
plant may be difeafed or dead, whilft the reft enjoys a perfect integrity 
of life and health. Though the phyfiology of vegetables is hitherto in- 
fufficient for forming any complete doétrines of the caufes and cure of 
their feveral difeafes ; yet it is commendablé to have an eye to the for- 
mation of a pathology of the vegetable kingdom: in the ftate even of our » 
prefent knowledge, it is of importance in the ftudy of pharmacy to be 
aware that fuch difeafes do really exift, and are capable of changing or 
deftroying the active principles of many of our moft valuable herbs. In . 
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the plants more evidently fenfitive, the difeafes exhibit a very clofe pro- 
pinquity to many of thofe of animals: feveral of the remote caufes are 
{uch as are known to obftruct perfpiration, to induce general debility, or 
otherwife diforder the animal ceconomy. The difeafes alfo are evident- 
ly marked by a diminution of their fenfitive and moving principle ; and 
perhaps, in confequence of this, their folids, their fap, and other fluids, 
{hrivel and decay, and the whole plant aflumes new forms, is impreg~- 
nated with inert, or fraught with noxious principles. Analagous alfo to 
animals, the plant, when deprived of the living principle, runs into all 
thofe changes common to what is called inanimate matter. Thefe chan- 
ges we next proceed to examine. 


1. Productions from Vegetables by FERMENTATION. 


: 

FERMENTATION is that fpontaneous motion excited in dead vegeta- 
bles and animals; but which is peculiar to thofe organic fubftances elabo- 
rated by the principle of vegetable or animal life. 

The circumftances favouring fermentation in general are, a certain 
degree of fluidity, a certain degree of heat, and the contact of the air. 


There are however feveral fubftances, of themfelves not fufceptible of | 


fermentation, which neverthelefs may be brought into that ftate by the 
adinixture of thofe that are ; as by adding tothem, along with a proper 
quantity of water, a portion of the yéft or head thrown up to the furface 
of fermenting liquors. Without this expedieat many vegetables would 
run immediately into the acetous, and fome of them into the putrefag» 
tive fermentations. It is alfo found, that though acetous and putrefactive 
ferments are unable to ftop the vinous fermentation, they are however 
capable of aflimulating the liquor to their own nature in a more perfe& 
form ; and hence it is, that in the manufactures of wine, rum, and vine- 
gar, it is found ufeful to keep the veffels well feafoned with the liquor 
intended to be prepared. Three different kinds or {tages of fermentation 
have been generally diftinguifhed by chemifts. The vinous, which fur- 
nifhes alcohol, or what is commonly called fpirit ; the acetous, which 
affords vinegar ; and the putrefactive, which yields volatile alkali. Be- 
ing pretty conftant in fucceffion to each other, the whole procefs will be 
beft underftood by confidering each of ‘them apart. All vegetable fub- 
{tances are not capable of the vinous fermentation : the conditions ne> 
ceffary to its production are, a faccharo-mucilaginous matter ; a fluidity 
a little vifcous, the proper degree of which is beft learned from experi- 


ence ; aheat from 40 to 96 of Farenheit’s thermometer ; a confiderable 


mafs of matter ; and, laftly, the accefs of the external air. 

_ The phenomena exhibited in the vinous fermentation are, a brifk tu- 
jmultuary motion, the liquor lofes its tranfparency and homogeneous ap- 
jpearance, its bulk and heat are confiderably increafed, the folid parts are 
noyed up to the top, anda great quantity of a permanently elaftic fluid 
fis difengaged. This fluid or gas being fomewhat heavier than atmofphe- 










tom this and other appearances eafily diftinguifhed from common air : 
#t extinguifhes flame and animal life, precipitates lime from lime-water, 
ryftallifes and renders mild the cauftic alkali ; and is therefore the gas 
Iveftre of Helmont, and the fixed air or aérial acid of modernchemifts, 
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ic air, floats in feparate maffes next the furface of the liquor ; and is 
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After fometime the tamaltuary motion in the liquor isfaddenly checked, 
perhaps from the generation of the alcohol ; a fine ley is alfo precipitated ; 
and the floating matter, if not parpofely prevented, fubfides to the bottom 
of the veffel, In the wines produced from the grape, alarge quantity of 

afaline concrete is likewife incrufted on the fides and bottom of the cafks ; 
and this is commonly known by the name of tartar, the properties of 
which we fhall afterwards examine. At the termination of thefe pheno- 
mena, the vegetable matter has aflamed new properties ; and from being 
a mild, fweet, or gently acidulous infufion, is now become the brifk pun- 
gent, and inebriating liquor, called Wine or Vinous Liquor. 

Fermented or vinous liquors are prepared from a great variety of fub- 
flances: the faccharine, or thofe rendered fo by a beginning vegetation, 
ave in general fitteft for the purpofe ; a multitude of collateral circum- 
ftancesare alfoneceflary for the proper management of the procefs ; and 
in vinous liquors, great diverfities are found independent of their being 
more or lefs watery. Thefe differences are not only obferveable in wines 
produced from different fubftances, but alfo in thofe prepared from one 
and the fame vegetable. - Thefe diverfities may be referred to the dif- 
ferent conditions of the fubftance to be fermented, tothe ftates of fluidity 
and heat, and tothe degree of fermentation to which the fubje& has 
been carried. This laft is principally modified by the preceding caufes, - 
and not unfrequently by very minute and apparently trifling circumf{tan- 
ces in the conduct of the operator.” Hence the namberlefs varieties in 
the vinous hquors ees from the grape, which have been more pecu- 
liarly denominated wives : It is an important part of pharmacy to*inquire 
into thefe differences with care and attention. 

The diverfity in vinous liquors is ftil] more obvious in thofe produced 
_ from different vegetables. Many of the native qualities of the fabftance, 
{uch as colony, tafte, flavour, &c. often remain in the wine ; not being 
totally fabdued by that degree of fermentation by which the liquor is 
rendered vinous. Hence the remarkable difference of wines as produced 
from the grape and thofe furnifhed by the graminous feeds: the wine 
produced from thefe laft has been more frilly called beer ; and this too 
is well known to differ as remarkably from thofe produced from apples, 
pears, apricots, &c. as thofe differ from wine properly called. 


r. Of the Produd& of the Vinous Fermentation. 


Tue produc of all thefe fermented vegetables is, as we have juftnow | 
mentioned, the pungent and intoxicating liquor called wine. It is pro- | 
per, however, in pharmacy, to inquire into the different principles which | 
enter into its compofition asa mixr, As the wine furnifhed by grapes | 
is the moft valuable and generally known, we fhall take it forour exam- | 
ple. Grape-wine, then, is made up of a large quantity of water, of al-.| 
cohol, of tartar, and of a colouring matter. It is proper, however, that: 
we fhould lay down the proofs of fuch a combination In wine, and explain: 
ihe methods by which it may be decompofed and feparated into the ee 
ftituent parts abovementioned. | 

For this purpofe, the affiftance of the fire is generally had recourfe to. 
The liquor is put into an alembic; and as {oon as it boils, a white milkyy | 
fluid, of a pungent fmell and tafte, diftils into the recipient. This fluid) 
is called oe) or, in common language, Spir it: it is compounded of; 

Me Water | 
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water and certain matters capable of fufpenfion in water, of alcohol, and of 
a {mall proportion of oil; which laft communicatesto it the milky colcur: 
the yellow colour, afterwards afflumed, is partly owing to the fameoil, 


and partly to,a folution of the extractive matter of the wooden cafks — 


in which the aquavitz: has been infufed. This aquavitez, like wine, al- 
ways partakes more or lefs of the flavour of the vegetable from whence 
the wine has been prepared; but by farther diftillation, and other pro- 
cefles, itis freed of its water, and the native principles of the vegetable 
matter which the watery parts had kept in folution; when thus prepar- 
ed, itisa pure alcohol or inflammable fpirit, which is always the fame 
from whatever vegetable the wine was produced. 

After all the aquavite has been drawn off, the refiduum now ceafes 
to be wine; it is of a chocolate colour, of an acid and auftere tafte ; it has 
now aflaumed a heterogeneous appearance, and a great quantity of faline 
cryftals is obferved in the liquor; thefe cryftals are the tartar. By the 
above procefles, then, we have fully decompofed wize: but it is to be 
obferved, that by this analyfis we have not feparated the different parts 
of wine in their original and entire ftate; we are not hitherto acquaint- 
ed with.any method of regenerating the wine by recombining the aqua- 
vitze withthe refidunm : fome product, therefore, of the fermentation is 
changed or deftroyed ; and this product is probably fome peculiar modi- 
fication of fixed air or aérial acid. The refidaum, when evaporated, af- 
fames the form and confiftence of an extrac ; the colouring part may be 
abftracted by rectified {pirit of wine, but is not feparated from ir by 
the addition of water : it {cems, therefore, to be of a gummi-refinous na- 
ture, and extracted from the grape by means of the alcohol generated 
during the fermentation. gees 

From this analyfis, then, itis obvious, that wine is compofed of water, 
colouring matter, alcohol, and a fomething that is changed or loft. We 


refer the particular examination of alcohol and tartar to the proper — 


places afligned them in this work; and we expedt that from this general 
furvey of the fubject, the properties of wine, as a folvent of feveral me- 
dicinal fabftances tobe afterwards examined, will be much more readily 
underftood, Before we go farther it is proper alfo to add, that 
the /ey precipitated from wine during the fermentation, is a compound 

- of {tones, pieces of grape, tartar, and vitriolated tartar : the two firft are 
inert bodies; of the two laft we fhall inquire particularly in their proper 
order... We are now prepared to confider the nature and produc of the 
next kind or flage of fermentation, viz, the 


2. ACETOUS Fermentation. 


To underftand what goes on inthe acetous fermentation, we muftleave 
for the prefent our analyfisof the prodact of the vinous fermentation and 
‘return to the wine itfelfin its moft perfect and entire ftate. It is proper 
to obferve, that though after the liquor has become vinous, a partial 
ceffation of the more obvious phenomena takes place, yet the wine {till 
Suffers a flow and imperceptible degree of fermentation. We are notthen 
to confider the liquor as being in a quiefcent ftate, but as conftantly ap- 
proaching to the next ftage, which we are now toconfider viz. the acetous 
Jermentation. This kind of infenfible fermentation, or what-wwe may call 
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the intermediate change, feems to be neceflary to the perfection of the 
wine. Its degree, however, is to be regulated under certain limitations : 
when too much checked, as by cold, thunder, or fach like canfcs, the 
wine becomes vapid ; when too much encouraged by heat, contact of air, 
&c. it approaches too far to the acetous change: but in order that the 
vinous fhall proceed fully tothe acetous fermentation, feveralcircumftances 
are required ; and thefe are in general the fame that were before neceflary 
to the vinous ftage. ‘Thefe conditions are, a temperate degree of heat, 
quantity of unfermented mucilage, an acid matter, {uch as tartar, and the 
free accefs of external air. When thus fituated, the liquor foon paffes in- 
to the acctous fermentation : but during this tage the phenomena are 
not fo remarkable as in the vinous ; the motion of air is now lefs con- 
fiderable, a grofs unctuous matter feparates tothe bottom, the Jiquor 
lofes its vinous tafte and flavour, it becomes four, and on diftillation affords 
no inflammable fpirit. It is now the acetous acid or vinegar; and when 
feparated by diftillation from the unctuous ley, may be preferved a con- 
fiderable length of time without undergoing the putrid change s to this 
laft, however, it always approaches lefs or more, in the fame way as the | 
vinous conftantly verges to the acetous fermentation ; and this will much 
more readily happen if the acid be allowed to remain with the unctuous 
feculent matter abovementioned. When thus pruned the vinegar 
quickly lofes its tranfparency, aflumes a blackifh colour, lofes its fournefs 
aiid agreeable odour, has now an offenfive tafte and {mell, and when dif- 
tilled at a certain period of the procefs it yields volatile alkali. 
The liquor is now arrived at the laft {tage, viz. 


3: The PUTREFACTIVE ca hi 


From the preceding phenomena, it is obvious, that the fame fub- 
ftance which is capable of the vinous and acetous, is alfo capable of the 
putrefactive fermentation. It is perhaps impoflible to induce the firft 
without a mixture of the fecond; or the fecond without a mixture of the 
third. Hence it is that every wine is a little acid; and there are few 
vinegars without fome difpofition towards putrefaction, and in which 
there is not a little volatile alkali, though it be neutralized by the acid 
which predominates. Notwithftanding this feeming continuation of one 
and the fame procefs, the putrefaction of vegetables has its particular 
phenomena. The vegetable matter, if ina fluid ftate, becomes turbid and 
depofits a large quantity of feculent matter: a confiderable number of 
air-bubbles are raifed tothe top; but-the motion of thefe is not fo brifk 
-in the putrefactive as in the vinous, or even the acetous fermentation : 
neither the bulk nor heat of the liquor feems to be increafed ; but an 
acrid pungent vapour is perceived by the fmell, and which, by ‘chemi- 
cal trials, is found to be the volatile alkali; by degrees this pungent 
odour is changed into one lefs pungent, but much more naufeous. If 
we fuppofe the fame train of phenomena to have taken place in a vege- 
table confifting of parts fomewhat folid, its cohefion is now: broken down. 
into a foft pulpy mafs; this mafs, on drying, lofes at length its odour 
entirely, leaving a black, charry-like refiduum, containing nothing: but 
earthy and faline fubftances. 

It is proper to obferve, that though the circumftances favouring the 
vurrefactive are the fame with thofe requifire to the vinous and acetous 

fermentations, 


\ 
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fermentations, yet thefefeveral conditions are not fo indifpenfable to the 
former as tothe two latter {tages. All vegetables have more or lefs tendency 
to pucrefaction, and a great number are capable of the acetous fermenta= 
tion: but the proportion of thofe capable of the vinous is not confider- 
able: and thefe laft will run into the putrid in circumftances in which 
they cannot undergo the vinous or even the acetous fermentations. Thus 
flour made into a foft pafte will become four: but it muft be perfeétly 
diffolved in water to make it fit for the vinous ftage ; whereas mere damp= 
nefsis fufficient to make it pafsto the putrid fermentation ; befides the con- 
dition of fluidity, alefs degree of heat, and a more limited accefs of air, 
likewife fuffice for producing the putrefactive fermentation. 

It is therefore probable, that all vegetables, in whatever ftate, are liable 
to a kind of putrefaction : in wood and otlier folid parts the change is 
flow and gradual, but never fails at length to break down their texture 
and cohefion. . 

We formerly obferved, that the vapours feparated during the vinous 
fermentation were fixed air or a€real acid; and it is indeed true, that in 
the incipient ftate a quantity of this gas is ftill evolved, and along with it 
a quantity of alkaline air: in the advanced ftate, however, we fin 
thefe vapours of a different nature; they now tarnifh filver, and render 
combinations of lead with the vegetable acids of a black colour. When 
produced in large quantity, and much confined, as happens in ftacks of 
hay put up wet, they burit into actual flame, confuming the hay to afhes 
on other occafions, the efcape of thefe vapours difcovers itfelf by am 
emiffion ef light, as in the luminous appearance of rotten wood wher 
placed in the dark. From the above phenomena it is evident, that thefe 
vapours abound with the principle of infammability ; and their odour pro= 
bably depends on this principle loofely combined with the water, or fome 
other partsof the volatilifed matter. This gas is therefore different from 


that feparated during the vinous fermentation ; it is the phlogifticated, and 


fometimes the inflammable air of Dr Prieftley. 

We have thus, for the fake of clearnefs, and in order to comprehend 
the whole of the fubjedt, traced the phenomena of fermentation through 
its different ftages: it is proper, however, to obferve, that though every 
vegetable that has fuffered the vinous will proceed to the acetous and putres 
factive fermentations, yetthe fecond {tage is not neceflarily preceded by the 
firft, nor thethird by the fecond ; orin other words, the acetous fermenta- 
tion is not neceflarily confined to thofe fubftances which have undergone 
the vinous, nor the putrefactive to thofe which have undergone the ace- 
tous fermentation. Thus it is, that gums diffolved in water fhall pafs 
to the acetous without undergoing the vinous fermentation; and gluti- 
nous matter feems to run into putrefaétion without fhowing any previ- 
ous acefeence: and farther, thefe changes frequently happen although 
the matter be under thofe conditions: which are faxparatia to the pre- 
ceding ftages. 

From the foregoing fketch, the importance of this fubje@ i in the findy 
of Pharmacy will be obvious at firft fight: it cannot, however, af- 


ry 


ford us any ufcful information on the native principles of vegerables. But: 
it prefents to us new products, the importance of which is well known im 


chemiftry, i in medicine, and inarts. The neceflity of being well i aaah 
o with the feveral faces (for of theory we know none fatisfa@tory ), will 
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appear in the pharmaceutical hiftory and preparations of many of our 
moft valuable drugs. We are next to confider a fet of no lefs compli- 
cated operations, viz. 


Ii. Produdtions from vegetables by Fir. 


In order-to analyfe, or rather to decompofe vegetables by the naked 
fire, any given quantity of dry vegetable matter is put into a retert of 
glals or earth. Having filled the veflel about one half or two-thirds, we 
place it in a reverbatory furnace, adapting it to a proper receiver. To 
collect the elaftic fluids, which, if confined, would burft the veffels (and 
which, too, itis proper to preferve, as being real prodedts of the analytfis), 
we ufea perforated receiver with a crooked tube, the extremity of which 
is received intoaveftel full of water, or rather of mercury, and inverted in 
a bafon containing the fame: by this contrivance, the liquid matters are 
collected in the receiver, and the aériform fluids pafs into the inverted 

effel. If the vegetable is capable of yielding any faline matter in a 
concrete ftate, we interpofe between the retort and the receiver another 
vetlel, upon whofe fides the falt fublimes. Thefe things being properly 
adjufted, we apply atfirft a gentle heat, and increafe it gradually, that we 
nay obferve the different produéts i in proper order. At firft an infipid 
Heed liquor paffes over, which is chiefly made up of the water of vege- 
ation; on the heat being a little farther increafed, this watery liquor, or » 
phlegiz, becomes charged with an oily matter, having the odour of the 
ve getable, if it ‘pollefied any in its entire fate; along with this oil we 
alfo obtain an acid reeut Png the acetons, and which communicates to 
the oil fomewhat of a faponaceous nature; on the heat being carried {till 
farther, we procure more acid, with an oil of a dark colour, and the colour 
gradually deepens asthe diftillation advances. The oil now ceales toretain 
the peculiar odour of the vegetable; and, being fcorched by the heat, fends 
forth a flrong difagrecable {mell like tar: it is then called empyreumatic 
oil. About this time alfofome elaflic vapours ruth intothe inverted veffel ; 
lee generally confift of inflammable or fixed airs, and very often of a 
mixture of eee ; the volatile falt now alfo fublimes, if the vegetable was 
of a ature farnifh it. By the time the matter in the retort has ac- 
red a du} i red heat, nothing further will arife: we then ftop ; and al- 
lowi ng the veilel to cool, we find a mafs of charcoal, retaining more or 

tefs the form and appearance of the vegetable before its decom pofition. 
We have thus defcribed, in the order of their fucceffion, the feveral 

products obtained.from the generality of vegetables when analyfed in 
clofe veflels and in a naked fire. | 
It is, however, to be underftood, that the proportion of thefe princi- 
ples turns ont very various; the more fucculent yield more water, and 
the more folid afford a greater quantity of the other principles. Inde- 
pendently alfoof this difference, the nature of the produdts themfelves are 
found to differ in ditferent vegetables; thus én the cruciform plants, and 
in the emullive and farinaceous feeds, the faline matter which comes over 
with the water and oil is found to be alkaline; fometimes again it is am- 
moniacal, from the combination of the acid with the volatile alkali pafling 
over at the end of the procefs ; it is alfo probable, that the acids of vege- 
tables are not all of the fame nature, though they exhibit the fame exter- 
nal 
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nal marks. When volatile alkaliis obtained, it is always found inthe 
mild effervefcing flate; it is procured, however, from a few vegetables 
only; itis feldom in a concrete form, being generally diffolved in the 
phlegm; and as it ordiparily makes its appearance about the. end of the 
procefs, it is probable that its formation is owing to fome peculiar combi- 
nation of the oil and fixed alkaii. The plants containing much oily com- 
buftible matter feem to be thofe which more peculiarly yicld inflammable 
air, whilft the mucilages appear to be as peculiarly fitted for affording the 
fixed air or aérial acid. The chemical properties of charcoal feem to be 
always the fame from whatever vegetable it has been produced: ona 
minute examination (which however is not the bufinefs of pharmacy), 
it is found to confit of fixed air, the principle of inflammability, a fmail 
quantity of earth, faline matter, and a little water. The whole of the 
analyfis then amounts to air, water, earth, and the principle of inflam- 
_mability; for by repeated diftillations the oil is refolved into water, the 
principle of inflammability, and a little earth; the faline matter alfo is 
a product arifing from a combination of the earthy matter with water or 
the principle of inflammability, in fome fhape or other, or perhaps with 
both. That thefe combinations take place, has at leaft been the opinion 
of the chemifts. : 
We formerly faid that charcoal was partly compofed of faline matter ; 
it therefore remains that we fhould next decompofe the charcoal, in order 
to obtain or feparate the articles next to be mentioned. 


The fixed Salts of Vegetables. 


WHEN vegetable charccal has been burnt, there remains a quantity of 
afhes or cinders of a blackith grey or white colour: thefe, when boiled 
or infufedin water, communicate to it a pungent faline tafte; the falt, 
thus held in folution may, by evaporation, be reduced toa concrete ftate: 
this faline matter, however, is generally found to be mixed with ferru- 

inous, earthy, and other impurities, and likewife with anumber of neu-.- 
gyal falts of different kinds. In this mixed condition it is the 


e# 


Potafhes ufed in Commerce. 


. Tris falt, or rather compound of different falts, is procured by burn- 
ing large quantities of wood of any kind; and this procefs is called svei- 
neration: the predominating falt, however, is alkalines and as the neu- 
tral falts are obtained to better advantage by other means, they are ge- 
nerally neglected in the purification of potathes. Potafhes, then, freed 
from its impurities, and feparated from the other faltsdxy proceffes to be 


hereafter mentioned, is now | ~ 
The fixed Vegetable Alkali. 


_ALKALIES in generalare diftinguifhed by a pungent tafte, the very re- 
verfe of that of fournefs; by their deftroying the acidity of every four li- 
quor; and by their changing the blue and red colours of vegetables toa 
green: they attract more or lefs the moifiure of the air, and fome of. 
them deliquate into a liquor. The fixed alkalies, which we (halt at prefent 
confider more particularly, are fufible by a gentle heat: by a greater de- 
gree of heat they are diffipated; their fixity, therefore, is only relative 
to the other kind of alkalies, viz. the volatile: they diflolye and form glafs 
, with 
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with earths: and, laftly, when joined with acids to the point of fatu- 
ration, they form what are called Newtral Salts. 

Thefecharacters will afford fome neceflary and preliminary knowledge 
of thefe fabitancesin general; and we fhall afterwards find that they are 
fufficient to diftinguith them from all other faline bodies: it is neceflary, 
however, to examine them more minutely, and our analyfis has not yet 
reached fo far as to prefent them in their fimpleft ftate. Previous to the 
difeoveries of Dr Black, the vegetable fixed alkali (which we at prefent 
{peak of particularly), when feparated from the foreign matters with 
which it is mixed in the afhes, was confidered to be in its pureft ftate ; 
we fhall afterwards find that itis ftill a compound body, and is really a 
neutral falt, compounded of pure alkali, and fixed air or the aérial acid. 
We prefume, then, that the particular hiflory of its chemical and medi- 
cinal preperties will be better underftood when we come to thofe pro- 
ceffes by which it is brought to its moft pure and fimpie flate. We fhall 
only therefore obferve for the prefent, that fixed vegetable alkali, not 
enly in its pure ftate, but alfo when neutralifed by a¢rial acid, feems al- 
ways to be one and the fame thing, from whatever vegetable it has been 
produced. Thofe of fome fea-plants muft, however, be excepted: the 
faline matter obtained from thefe laft is, like the former, in a mixed and 
impure ftate; it differs, however, from potafhes, in containing an alkali 
of fomewhat different properties. The cinder of fea-plants containing 
this alkali is called 


Soda. 


Sopa, then, as we have jult now hinted, is produced by the incine- 
ration of the kali and other fea-plants: And from thisimpure and mixed 
mafs of cinder, is obtained the marine, mineral, or muriatic alkali, or na- 
tron, as itis now denominated by the London College. ‘This alkali has 
acquired thofe names, becaufe itis the bafe of the common marine, or fea 
fale: it differs from the vegetable alkali in being more eafily chryftaliza- 
ble; when dried, it does not like the former attract humidity fufficient to 
form a liquid; it is fomewhat lefs pungent to the tafte, and, according te 
Bergman, has lefs attraction for acids than the vegetable alkali. 

It is, however, to be obferved, thac this alkali, when deprived of fixed 
air, that is tofay, when brought to its pureft ftate, can fcarcely if at all 
be diftinguithed from the vegetable alkali; and indeed the true diftinction 
can only be formed from their combinations, each of themaffording with 
the fame acid very different neutral falts. It belonged to this place te 
mention fome of the characters of alkalies in general, and alfo fome of 
thofe marks by which the vegetable and mineral alkalies are diftinguifh- 
ed from each other; but for a more particular hiftory of their chemical 
and medicinal properties, we refer to the account of the pharmacentical 
preparations. As the volatile alkali is rarely produced from veyetables, 
but is very generally obtained from animal matter, we fhall contider that - 
kind of alkali when we come to analyfe the animal kingdom. 


Of Vegetable Earth, 


AFTER all the faline matter contained in the afhes of vegetables has — 
been wafhed off by the proceffes before mentioned, there yet remains au 
infipid 
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infipid earthy-like powder, generally of a whitifh colour, infoluble in wa- 
ter, and from which fome iron may be attracted by the magnet. Icis 
faid to have formed alum with the vitriolic acid ; a kind of felenite has 
alfo been obtained, but fomewhat different from thar produced by the 
union of the fame acid with calcareous earth ; this refideum of barnt 
vegetables differs alfo from calcareous earth ; in not being faiceptible of 
becoming quicklime by calcination. It has been found that this refiduum, 
inftead of an earth, is a calcareous phofphoric falt, fimilar to that obtained 
fromthe bones of animals. a" 


We have thus finifhed our analyfis of vegetables by the naked fire ; 
and have only to obferve, that, like that by fermention, it can 
afford us no ufeful information on the native principles of the vegetable 
itfelf. 

When chemiftry began firft to be formed into a rational fcience, and 
to examine the component parts and internal conftitution of bodies, ic 
was imagined, that this refolution of vegetables by fire, difcovering to us 
all their active principles, unclogged and uninixed with eachother, would 
afford the fureft means of judging of their medicinal powers. Bur on 
profecuting thefe experiments, it was foon found that they were infoffi- 
cient for that end: that the analyfes of poifonous and efeulent plants 
agreed often as nearly as the analyfes of one plant: that by the aGion 
of a burning heat, two principles of vegetables are not barely feparated, 
bat altered, tranfpofed, and combined into new forms.; imfommuch that 
it was impoffible to know in what form they exifted, and with what 
qualities they were endowed, before thefe changes and tran{pofitions hap- 
pened. If, for example, thirty-two ounces of a certain vegetable fub-. 
ftance are found to yield ten ounces and a half of acid liquor, above one 
ounce and five drams of oil, and three drams and a half of fixt alkaline 
falt ; what idea can this analyfis give of the medicinal qualities of gum 
Arabic ? : : 


HI. Sussrances zaturally contained in Vegetables, and feparable by Art 
without Alteration of their native Qualities. 


It has ben fuppofed, that there is one general fluid or blood which is 
common to all vegetables, and from which the fluids peculiar to parti- 
cular plants and their parts are prepared by a kind of fecretion: To 
this fappofed general fluid botanifts have given the name of /zp.. This 
opinion is rendered plaufible from the analogy in many other refpeéts 
between vegetable and animal fubftances: and indeed if we confider the 
‘water of vegetation as this general fluid, the opinion is perhaps not very 
far from the truth; but the notion has been carried much farther than 
fuppofing it to be mere water, and the opinion of naturalifts on this fub- 
ject does not feem to be well fupported by experience. It is difficult to 
extract this fap without any mixture of their conftituent parts. Buotina 
few vegetables, from which it diftils by wounding their bark, we find this 

_fappofed general blood poffefang properties not a little various: Thus the 
juice effafed from a wounded birch is confiderably different from that 
poured out from an incifion in the vine. : 


1. Grofs 
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1. Grofs Oils. 


VEGETABLES, like animals, contain an oil in two different ftates. 
That is, in feveral vegetables a certain quantity of oil is fuperabundant 
to their conftitution, is often lodged in diftinét refervoirs, and does not 
enter into the compofition of their other principles: in moft vegetables, 
again, another quantity of oilis combined, and makes a conftituent part 
of their principles. Of this laft we formerly {poke in our analyfis of ve- 
getables by fire; and it isthe former we mean toconfider, under the 
three following heads. : 

Grofs oils abound chiefly in the kernels of fruits and in certain feeds ; 
from which they are commouly extracted by expreflion, and hence are 
diftinguithed by the name of Expreffed Oils. ‘They are contained alfo in 
all the parts cf all vegetables that have been examined, and may be for- 
ced out by vehentience of fire ; but here their qualities are much altered 
inthe procefs by which they are extracted or difcevered, as we have 
feen under the foregoing head. — 

Thefe oils, in their common ftate, are not diffoluble either in vinous 
fpirits or in water, though by means of certain intermedia they may be 
united both with one and the other. Thus a fkilful interpofition of fa- 
gar renders them mifcible with water into what are called lohochs and 
oily: draughts: by the intervention of gum or mucilage they unite with 
water into a milky fluid: by alkaline falts they are changed into a foap, 
which is mifcible both with water and {pirituous liquors, and is perfectly 
diffolved by the latrer into an uniform tranfparent fluid. The addition of 
any acid to the foapy folution abforbs the alkaline falt ; andtheoil, which 
of courfe feparates, is found to have undergone this remarkable change, 
that ic now diffolves withont any intermedium in pure fpirit of wine. 

Expreffed oils, expofed to the cold, lofe greatly of their fluidity: fome 
of them, in a fmall degree of cold, congeal into a confiftent mafs. Kept 
for fome time in a warm air, they become thin and highly rancid; their 
foft, lubricating, and relaxing quality is changed into a fharp acrimoni- 
ous one: and in this ftate, inftead of allaying, they occatfion irritation ; 
inftead of obtunding corrofive humours, they corrode andinflame. Thefe 
oils are liable to the fame noxious alteration while contained in the origi- 
nal fubje@: hence arifes the rancidity which the oily feeds and kernels, 
as almonds, and thofe called the cold feeds, are {fo liable to contraé in 
keeping, Neverthelefs on triturating thefe feeds or kernels with water, 
the oil, by the intervention of the other matter of the fubje&, unites with 
the water into an emulfion or milky liquor, which, inftead of growing 
rancid, turns four on ftanding. ) 

Tt appears then that fome kind of fermentation goes on in the progrefs 
of oils to the rancid ftate ; and it would feem from fome experiments by 
Mr Macquer, that an acid is evolved, which renders them more foluble 
in fpirit of wine than before. : 

In the heat of boiling water, and even ina degree of heat as much 
exceeding this as the heat of boiling water does that of the human body, 
thefe oils fuffer little diffipation of their parts. Ina greater heat they 
emit a pungent vapour, feemingly of the acid kind; and when fuffered 
to grow cold again, they are found to have acquired a greater degree of 
confiftence than they had before, together with an acrid tafte. Ina 
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heat approaching to ignition, in clofe veffels, the greateft part of the oil 
arifes in an empyreumatic ftate, a black coal remaining behind. 


9, Grofs febaceous Matter. 


From the kernel of fome fruits, as that of the chocolate nut, we ob- 
tain inftead of a fiuid oil, a fubftance of a butyraceous confiftence ; and 
from others, asthe nutmeg, a folid matter as firm as tallow. Thefe con- 
crets are moft commodioufly extracted by boiling the fubflance in water: 
the febaceous matter, liquefied by the heat, feparates and arifes to the 
furface, and refumes its proper confiflence as the liquor cools. 

The fubftances of this clafs have the fame general properties with ex- 
preffed oils, but are lefs difpofed to become rancid in keeping than molt 
of the common Anid oils. It is fuppofed by the chemifts, that their thick 
confiftence is owing to a larger admixture of an acid principle: for, in 
their refolution by fire, they yield a vapour more fenfibly acid than the 
fluid oils; and fluid oils, by the admixture of concentrated acids, are re- 
duced toa thick or folid mafs, 


3. Effential Oils. 


EssENTIAL oils are obtained only from thofe vegetables, or parts of 
vegetables, that are confiderably odorous. They are the direct principle, 
‘in which the odour, and oftentimes the warmth, pungency, and other 
active powers of the fubje@, refide; whence their name of £ffexces or 
Effential Oils. 2S 

Effential oils are fecreted fluids; and are often lodged in one part of 
the plant, whilft the reft are entirely void of them. Sometimes they are 
found in feparate {paces or receptacles; and there, too, vifible by the 
nakedeye; thus, in the rind of lemons, oranges, citrons, and many others 
there are placed every where very {mall pellucid veficles, which, by ex- 
_ ~prefling the peel near to the flame of acandle, fquirt out a quantity of 
effential oil, forming a {tream of lambenr flame; hence, too, an oleo- 
faccharum may be made, by rubbing the exterior furface of thefe peels 
with a piece of lump-fugar, which at once tears open thefe veficles, and 
abforbs their contained oil. : 

Effential oils unite with rectified fpirit of wine, and compofe with it 
onehomogeneonstran{parent fluid ; though fomeof themrequire for this 
purpofe a mach larger proportion of the fpirit than others. The diffe- 
rence of their folubility perhaps depends on the quantity of difenga- 
ged acid ; that being found by Mr Macquer not only to promote the 
folution of effential oils, but even of thofe of the undtuous kind. Water 
alfo, though it does not diffolve their whole fubflance, may be made 
‘to imbibe fome portion of their more fubtile matter, fo as to become 
eonfiderably impregnated with their flavour ; by the admixture of fugar, | 
gum, the yolk of an egg, or alkaline falts, they are made totally diffo- 
luble in water. Digefted with volatile alkali, they underge various ~ 
changes of colour, and fome of the lefs odorous acquire confiderable de+ 
grees of fragrance ; whilft fixt alkali univerfally impares their edour. 

The fpecific gravity of moft of thefe oils is lefs than that of water : 
fome of them, however, are fo heavy as to fink in water ; and thefe 
varicties will be noticed when we come totheir preparation. > 

In the heat of boiling water, thefe oils totally exhale ; and on this 

principle 
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principle they are commonly extracted from fubjects that contain them ; 
for no other fluid, which naturally exifts in vegetables, is exhalable by 
that degree of heat, excepting the aqueous moifture,!from which great- 
eft parr of the oilis eafily feparated. Some of thefe oils arife with a 
much lefs heat, a heat little greater than that in which water begins vi- 
fibly to evaporate, In their refolution by a burning heat, they differ 
litle from expreffed oils. 

Effe nial oils, expofed for fome time to a warm air, fuffer an alteration 
very different from that which the expreffed undergo. Inftead of grow- 
ing thin, rancid, and acrimonious, they gradually become thick, and at | 
length harden into a folid brittle concrete ; with a remarkable dimina- 
tion of their volatility ,fragrancy, pungency, and warm ftimulating quality. 
In this ftate, they are found to confift of two kinds of matter; a “fluid oil, 
volatile in the heat of boiling water, and nearly of the'fame quality with 
the original oi!; and of a groffer fabftance which remains behind, not 
exhalable without a burning heat, or fach as changes its nature and re- 
folves it into an acid, an empyreumatic oil, and a black coal. 

The admixture of a concentrated acid inftantly produces, in effential 
oils, a change nearly fimilar to that which time effects. In making thefe 
kinds of mixtures, the operator ought to be on his guard; for when 
a firong acid, particularly that of nitre, is poured haftily into an effential 
oil, a great heat and ebullition enfue, and often an explofion happens, or 
the mixture barftsinto flame. The union of exprefied oils with acids is 
accompanied with much lefs conflict. 


4. Concrete effential Oil. 


Some vegetables, asrofes and elecampane root, inftead of a fluid effen- 
tial oil, yield a fubftance poffefling the fame general properties, but of a 
thick or febaceous confiftence. This fubftance appears to be of as great 
volatility, and fubtility of parts, as the fluid oils: it equally exhales in the 
heat of boiling water, and concretes upon the furface of the collected va- 
pour. The total exhalation of this matter, and its concreting again into 
its original confiftent flate, without any feparation of it into a fluid anda 
folid part, diftinguifhes it from effential oils that have been thickened or 
indurated by age or by acids. 


5. Camphor. 


Campuor isa folid concrete, obtained chiefly from the woody parts 
ef certain Indian trees. It is volatile like effential oils, and foluble both 
in oilsand inflammable fpirits: it unites freely with water bythe inter-. 
vention of gum, but very fparingly and imperfectly by the other inter- 
media that render oils mifcible with watery liquors. It differs from the 
febaceous as well as fluid effential oils, in fuffering no fenfible alteration 
from long keeping; in being totally exhalable, not only by the heat of 
boiling water, but in a warm air, without any change or feparation of its 
parts, the laft particle that remains uncxhaled appearing to be of the fame 
nature with the original camphor: in its receiving no empyreumatic 
impreflion, and fuffering no refolution, from any depree of fire to which. 
it can be UN in clofe veflels thongh readily combuftible in the open 
air; in being diffolved by concentrated acids into a liquid form; and in 


feveral other pi roperties which it is needlefs tofpecify im this place. 
6. Refin 
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. 6. Refin. . 

EssENTIAL oils, indurated by age or acids, arecalled Refizs. When 
the indurated mafs has been expofed to the heat of boiling water, till its 
more fabtile part, orthe pure effential oil that remained in it, hasexhaled, 
the grofs matter left behind is likewife called refin. We find, in many 
vegetables, refinsanalogous both to one and the other of thefe concretes 5 
fome containing a fubtile oJ, feparable by the heat of boiling water; others 
containing nothing that is capable of exhaling in that heat. 

Refins in general diflolve in rectified fpirits of wine, though fome of them 
much more difficultly than others: it is chiefly by means of this diffolvent 
that they are extracted from the fubjeGs in which they are contained. 
They diffolve alfo in oils both exprefled and effential ; and may be united 
with watery liquors by means of the fame intermedia which renders the 
fluid oils miffible with water. In a heat lefs than that of boiling water, 
they melt into an oily fluid; and inthis ftate they may be incorporated 
one with another. In their refolution by fire, in clofe veflels, they yield 
a manifeft acid, and a large quantity of empyreumatic oil. 


7. Gum. 


Gum differs from the foregoing fubfances in being inflammable : 
for though it may be burnt to a coal, and thence to afhes, it never yields 
any flame. It differs remarkably alfo in the proportion of the principles 
into which it is refolved by fire; the quantity of empyrenmatic oil being 
far lefs, and that of an acid far greater. In the heat of boiling water, 
it fuffers no diffipation: nor does it liquefy like refins: but continues 
unchanged, till the heat be fo far increafed as to fcorch or turn it toa 
coal. Paste : : 

By a little quantity of water, itis foftened into a vifcous adhefive 
mafs, called mucilage; by a larger quantity it is diflolved into a fluid, 
which proves more or lefs glutinous according to the proportion of gum. 
It does not diflolve in vinous fpirits, or in any kind of oil: neverthelefs, 
when foftened with water intoa mucilage, it is eafily mifcible both with 
the fluid oils and with refins; which by this means become folublein wa- 
tery liquors along with the gum, and are thus excellently fitted for me- 
dicinal purpofes. | 

This elegant method of uniting oils with aqueous liquors, which has 
been kept a fecret in few hands, appears to have been known to Dr 
Grew. “I took (fays he) oil of anifeeds, and pouring it upon another 
“* body, I fo ordered it, that it was thereby turned into a perfect milk- 
‘¢ white balfam or batter; by which means the oil became mingleable 
¢¢ with any vinous or watery liquor, eafily and inftantaneonfly diflolving 
* therein in the form of a milk. And note, this is done without the 
«* Jeaft alteration of the fmell, tafte, nature, or operation of the faid oil. 
*¢ By fomewhat the like means any other ftillatitious oil may be tranf{- 
«¢ formed into a milk-white butter, and in like manner be mingled with 
‘© water or any other liquor: which is of various ufe in medicine, and 
* what I find oftentimes very convenient and advantageous to be done.” 
(Grew of Mixture, chap. v.inft.i.§ 7.) This inquiry has lately been’ 
further profecuted in the firft volume of the Medical Obfervations pub- 
iithed by a fociety of phyficians in London; where various experiments 

are 
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are related, forrendering oils, both effential and exprefled, and different 
unctuous and refinous bodies, foluble in water by the mediation of gum. 
Mucilages have aifo been .ufed for fufpending crade mercury, and fome 
other ponderous and infoluble fubftances;. the mercury is by this means 
- nota little divided; but itis found that the particles are very apt to run 
together, or fubfide, if a pretty conftant agitation be not kept up. 

As oily and refinous fubftances are thus united to water by the means of 
gum, fo gams may in like manner be united to fpirit of wine by the in- 
tervention of refins and effential oils; though the fpirit does not take up 

near fo mach of the gum as water does of the oil or refin. 

Acid liquors, though they thicken pure oils, or render them confiftent; 
do not impede the difiolution of gum, or of oils blended with gum. Al- 
kaline falts, on the contrary, both fixt and volatile, though they render 
pure oils diffoluble in water, prevent the folation of gum, and of mixtures 
of gum and oil. If any pure gum be diffolved in water, the addition ef 
any alkali will oceafion the gum to feparate, and fall to the hottom ina 
confiftent form; if any oily or refinous body was previoufly blended with 
the guim,: this, alfo feparates, and either finks to the bottom, or rifes to 
the top, according to its gravity. — sll ou Se ae 


8. Gum-refin, ~* 


By gui-refin is underftood a mixture of gum and refin. Many ve- 
getables contain mixtures of this kind, in which the component parts 
are fo intimately united, with the interpofition perhaps of fome other 
matter, that the compound, in a pharmaceutical view, may be confidered 
as a diflinct kind of principle; the whole mats diflolving almoft equally 
in aqueous and in {pirituous liquors; and the folution being not turbid 
or milky, Hike thofe of the grofler mixtures of gum and refin, but per- 
fectly tranfparent. Such is the aftringent matter of biftort-roor, and 

the bitter matter of gentian. It were to be wifhed that we had fome 
particular name for this kind of matter; as the term gum-refin is ap- 
propriated to the proffer mixtures, in which the gummy and refin- 
otis part are but loofely joined, and eafy. feparable from each 
other. igh : 

We fhall afterwards find that it will be convenient to imitate this na- 
tural combination by art. As the effects of medicines very venerally de- 
pend on their folubility in the ftomach, it is often neceflary to bring their. 
more infoluble parts, fuch as refinous and oily matters, into the {tate of 
gum-refin: this is done, as we have mentioned in the former article, by 

-the mediation of mucilage. By this management thefe matters become 
much more folubleinthe ftomach; and the liquor thus prepared is called 
an emulfion, from itswhitifh colour, refembling that of milk. 


9. Saline Matter, 


. Or the faline juices of vegetables there are different kinds, which have 
hitherto been but little examined: the fweet and the acid ones are the 
moft plentiful, and the beft known. * 3 

There have lately, however, been difcovered a confiderable variety of . 
falts in different vegetables, The mild fixed alkali, which was formerly 
confidered as a product of the fire, has been obtained from almoft all 
plants by macerating them in acids; the vegetable alkali is the moft 
common, but the mineral is found’alfo in the marine plants. Belides ce 
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fixed alkali, feveral other falts have been detected in different vegeta- 
bles; fuch as vitriolated tartar, common falr, Glauber’s falt, nitre, febri- 
fugal fale, and felenite. From fome experiments, too, the volatile alkali 
has been fuppofed to exift ready formed in many plants of the cruciform 
or tetradynamian tribe. 

It is, however, to be underftood, that though fome of thefe falts are 
really produéts of vegetation, yet others of them arenot unfrequently ad- 
ventitious, being imbibed from the foil without any change produced by 
the funGions of the vegetable. — 

The juices of vegetables, expofed toa heat equal to that of boiling wa- 
ter, fuffer generally no other change than the evaporation of their 
watery moifture ; the faline matter remaining behind, with fuch of the 
other not volatile parts as were blended withitin the juice. From many, 
after the exhalation of great part of the water, the faline matter gradually 
feparates in keeping, and-concretes into little folid maffes, leaving the 
other fubftances diffolved or in amoift ftate; from others no means have 
yet been found of obtaining a pure concrete falt. 3 

The falts more peculiarly native and effential to vegetables are the 
{weet and the four: thefe two are frequently blended together inthe fame 
vegetable, and fometimes pafs into each other at different ages of the 
plant. Of the four falts fevetal kinds are known in pharmacy and in the 
arts; fuch as thofe of forrel, of lemons, oranges, citrons, &c. The fac- 
charine falts are alfo obtained from a great number of vegetables; they 
may in general be eafily difcovered by their fweet tafte: the fugar-cane 
is the vegetable from which this faline matter is procured in greateft 
quantity, and with moft profit in commerce. For its medicinal and 
chemical properties we refer to the article SuGar. 

The {weet and four falts abovementioned diffolve not only in water, 
like other faline bodies, but many of them, particularly the fweet, in 
rectified {pirit alfo. The grofs oily and gummy matter, with which they 
are almoft always accompanied in the fubjeét, diffolves freely along with 
them in water, but is by fpiritin great meafure left behind. Such hete- 
ropeneous matters asthe fpirit takes up, are almoft completely retained by 
it, while the falt concretes; but of thofe which water takes up, a confi- 
derable part always adheres to the’falt. Hence effential falts, as they are 
called, prepared in the common manner from the watery juices of ve- 
getables, are always found to partake largely of the other foluble ptinci- 
ples of the fubject; whilft thofé extracted by fpirit of wine prove far 
more pure. By means of reétified {pirit, fome produétions of this kind — 


may be freed from their impurities and imperfect faccharine concretions 


obtained from many of our indigenous {weets. 
__ There is another kind of faline matter obtained from fome refinous bo- 
‘dies, particularly from benzoine, which is of a different nature from the 
foregoing, and fuppofed by fome the chemifts to be a part of the effen- 
tial oil of the refin, coagulated by an acid, with the acid more predomi- 
kant or more difengaged,than in the other kinds of coagulated or indurated 
oils. Thefe concretes diffolve both in water and in vinous fpirits, though 
difficultly and fparingly in both: they fhow fome marks of acidity, have 
a confiderable fhareof fmell like that of the refinthey are obtained from, 
De. exhale 
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exhale in a heat equal to that of boiling selon ora litte greater, and 
prove i inflammble in the fire. 


10. Forin or Flour. 


Turs fubftance has much of the nature of gum, but has more tafte, is 
more fermentable, and much more nutritive. It abounds in very many 
vegetables, andis generally depofited in certain parts, feemingly for the 
purpofe of its being more advantayeoufly accommodated to their nou- 
rifhment and growth. Several of the bulbous and other roots, fuch as 
thofe of potatoes, briony,:hofe from which caffava is extracted, falep,and 
many others, contain a great deal of a white fecu/erefembling and really 
poffefling the properties of farina. The plants of the leguminous tribe, 
fuch as peas and beans, are found alfo to abound with this matter. But 
the largeft quantity of farina refides in grains, whiclh,are therefore called 
farinaceous. Of this kind are thofe of wheat, rye, barley oats, rice, and 
other {imilar plants. 

At firft fight we would fuppofe that farina was one homogeneous fub- 
ftance: it is however, found to be a compound of three different and fe- 
parable parts. To illuftrate this, we fhall take forour example the farina 
of wheat, being the vegetable which affords it in greateft quantity, and 
in its moft perfect ftate. To feparate thefe different parts, then, we form a 
pafte with any quantity of flour and cold water ; we fufpend this pafte in 
a bag of muflin or of fuch like cloth; we next let fall upon it a ftream of 

cold water form fome height, and the bag may now and then be very 
gently {queezed ; the water in its defcent carries down with ita very fine 
white powder, which is to be received along with the water intoa veffel 
placed below the bag: The procefs is thus tobe continued till no more of 

this white powder comes off, which is known by the water which paffes 

_ through the bag ceafing to be ofa mikly colour. The procefs being now 
finifhed the farina is found to be feparated intothree different fubftances: 
the glutinous or vegeto-animal part remains in the bag; the amylum or 
ftarch is depofited from the water which has been received into the veffel 
placed below the bag; and, laftly, a mucous matter is held diffolved in 
the fame water from which the ftarch has been depofited: This mucous 
part may be brought to the confiftence of honey, by eae the wa- 
ter in which it is kept in folution. 

Thefe feveral paris are found alfo to-differ remarkably in their fenfible 
and chemical properties. The vegeto-animal part is of a whitifh grey co- 
jour, is a tenacious, ductile, and elaftic matter, poffefling fomewhatot the 
texture of animal membranes. Diftilled in a retort, it yields like all 
animal matters, a true volatile alkali, and its coal affords no fixed alkali. 
It is not only infoluble, but even indiffufible, in water; both which ap- 
pear from its remaining in the bag after long- continued lotions. Like 
gums, itis infoluble in alcohol, in “Oils, or ether : but it is alfo infoluble 
an water, and yields on diftillation products very different from thofe af- 

forded by gums: It is therefore of an animal nature, and approaches 
perhaps nearer to the coagulable lymph of animal blood than to any 
ether fubftance. 

-"Thefixed alkali, by means of heat, diffolves the gluten ego animale, 

ut 
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but when it is precipitated from this folutiom by means of acids, it is 
found to have loft its elafticity. The mineral acids, and efpecially the 
nitrous, are alfo capable of diffolving the vegeto-animal part of the fa- 
rina. 

The ftarch, amylum, or the amylaceous matter, makes the principal 

part of the farina. As we before noticed, it is that fine powder depofited 
from the water which has pervaded the entire farina: it is of a greyifh 
White colour, but can be rendered much whiter by making it undergoa 
certain degree of fermentation. Starch is infoluble in cold water ; but 
in hot water it forms a tran{parent glue: hence the neceflity of employ- 
ing cold water in feparating itfrom the vegeto-animal part. Diftilled in 
a retort, it yields an acid phlegm; and its coal affords, like other vege~ 
tables, a fixed alkaline falt. As ftarch forms the greateft part of the fa- 
Tina, it is probably the principal nutritive conftituent in bread. 
_ The mucous, or rather the mucofo-faccharine matter, is only in very 
fmall quantity in bread. This fubftance on diftillation is found to exhi- 
bit the phenomena of fugar. The ufe of this matter feems to be that of 
producing the vinous fermentation: and we may obferve once for all 
that the preparation of good bread probably depends on a proper propor- 
tion of the three different parts above defcribed; that is to fay, that the 
vinous fermentation is promoted by the mucofo-faccharine part, the ace- 
tous by the ftarch, and the putrid by the gluten vegeto-animale. From 
different ftates or degrees of thefe feveral ftages of fermentation the 
qualities of good bread are very probably derived. What remains on 
this very important fubject will be taken up when we come to {peak of 
wheat in the Materia Medica. a ee | 


11. Of the Colouring Matter of Vegetables. = 


- Tue colouring matterof vegetables feems to be of an intermediate na-_ 
ture between the gummy and refinous parts. It isin many plants equal- 
ly well extracted by water and by rectified fpirit : it is alfo, however, 
procurable in the form of a /ake, not at all foluble in either of thefe men- 
ftrua. It would feem that the colouring matter, ftrictly fo called, has 
hitherto eluded the refearches of chemifts. It is only the da/e or 
nidus, in which the real colouring matter is embodied, that chemiftry 
has as yet reached ; and on the chemical properties of this 4a/e, ,colours 
are capable of being extracted by different menftrua, and of being vari- 
oufly accommodated to the purpefes of dyeing. The fubftance from 
which the colours of vegetables are immediately derived, is without doubt 
avery fubtile body. Since plants are known to lofe their colour when 
excluded from the light, there is reafon to think that the émmediately co- 
louring {ubf{tance is primarily derived from the matter of the fun, fome- 
how elaborated by vegetable life. | 
Many of thefe dyes are evolved or varioufly modified by chemical ope-_ 
rations, Thus colouring matter is fometimes depofited in the form of 
@ feeul/a during the putrefaétion of the vegetable ; in others it is evolved 
or changed by alum, by acids, or by alkali. We may alfo obferve, that 
any part of the vegetable may be the bafe of the colouring matter. This . 
appears from the folubility of the different dyes in their proper men- 
ftrua ; and in thefe folutions we have not been able to feparate the real . 
colouring matter from the bafe in which it is invifcated. After all, then, 
: D2 ) we 
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we mult cénelude, that’a full inveftigation of this fabje@ more properly 
belongs ' to the fublimer parts of chémiftry, than to the bufinefs we are 
dt’prefent engaged in. 

_ ‘The colouring drugs will be confidered in chet proper places. 

‘Tn finithing our hiftory of the vegetable kingdom, it only remains tlrat 
we fhould ‘offer foie 


(Pr - General Ob/ervutions on the foregoing Principles. 


_ 1. Essenrraz oils, as already obferved, are obtainable only from a 

lau vegetables : but grofs oil, refin, gum, and faline matter, appear to 
be common in greater or lefs proportion to all; fome abounding more 
with one, and others with another. 

2. The feveral principles are in many cafes intimately combined ; fe 
as to be extracted together from the fubjc@, by thofe diffolvents, ‘in 
which fome of them feparately conld not be diffolved, Hence watery 
infufioas and {pirituous tinctures of a plant, contain, refpectively, more 
than water or fpirit is the proper diffolvent of. 

3. After a plant has been fufficiently infufed in water, all that {pirit 
extracts fr om the refiduum may be looked upon as confifting wholly of 
fuch matter as directly belongs, to the action of fpirir. And, on the con- 
tray, when fpirit is applied firft, all the water extraéts afterwards may 
be looked upon as confifting only of that matter of which water is the di- 
“rect diffolvent, 
le TP vegetable fubftance, containing all the principles we have been 
{peaking of, be boiled in water, the effential oil, whether fluid or con- 
crete, and the camphor, and volatile effential falt, will gradually exhale 
with the fteam of the water, and may be colle@ed by receiving the fteam 
in proper veffels placed beyond the ation of the heat. The other prin- 
ciples not being volatile in this degree of heat remain behind: the grofs 
oil and febaceous matter float on the top: the gummy and faline fubftance, 
and a part of the refin, are diffolved by the water, and may be obtained 
ina folid form by ftraining the liquor, and expofing ittoa gentle heat 
till the water has exhaled. The reft of the refin, {till retained by the 
fubje&, may be extracted by fpirit of wine, and feparated in its proper 
form by exhaling the fpirit. Onthefe foundations, moft of the fubftan- 
cés contained in vegetables may be extracted, and obtained ina pure 
flate, however much they may be compounded together i in the fubjeG. © 

5. Sometimes one or more of the principles is found naturally difenga- 
ged from the others, lying in diftiné receptacles within the fubje@, or 
extravafated and accumulated onthe furface, Thus, in the dried roots of 
angelica, cut longitudinally, the microfcope difcovers veins of refin. In 
the flower cups of hypericum, and the leaves of the orange tree, tran{pa- 
rent points are diftinguifhed by the naked eyes which, on the firft view, 
feem to be holes, but on aclofer examination are found to be little vefi- 
cles filled with efential oil. Inthe bark of the fir, pine, larch, and fome 
other trees, the oily receptaclesare extremely nomerous, and fo ‘eopioufly 
fupplied with the oily and refinous fluid, that they frequently burft, e- 
{pecially in the warm climates, and difcharge ‘their contents in great 
_ quantities. The acacia tree in Egypt, and the plum and cherry among 
carfelves, yield almoft pure gammy exudations. Frem/a fpecies a afh is 
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fecreted the faline fweet fubftance manna; and the only kind of fugar 
with which the ancients were acquainted, appears to have been a natu- 
ral exudation from the cane. _ 3 ees : 

6. The foregoing principles are, as far as is known, all that naturally 
exift in vegetables ; and all that art can extract from them, without fuch 
operations as change their nature, and deftroy their original qualities. 
Tn one or mere of thefe principles, the colour, finell, tafte, and medici- 
nal virtues, of the fabject, are almoft always found concentrated. 

7. In fome vegetables, the whole medicinal activity refides in one 
principle. Thus, in {weetalmonds, the only medicinal principle is a grofs 
oil ; in horfe-radifh root, an ¢ffential oil; in jalap root, a refin: in marih- 
mallow root, a gum ; in the leaves of forrel, a faline acid fubftance. 

8. Others have one kind of virtue refiding in one principle, and ano- 
ther in different. ‘Thus Peruvian bark has an aftringent refin, anda 
Baie ars 3 wormwood, a ftrong-flavoured effential oil, and a bitter gum- 
refin. 8 
g-The grofs infipid oils and febaceous matters, the fimple infipid gums 
and the fweetand.acid faline fabftances, appear nearly to agree refpective- 
ly among themfelvs, in their medicinal qualities, as well as in their phar- 
maceutic properties. 3 | 

10. But eflential ails, refins, and gum-refins, differ much in different 
fabjects. As eflential oils are univerfally the principle of odour in vege- 
tables, it is obvious that they muft differ in this refpeét as much as the 
fabjeéts from which they are obtained. Refins frequently partake of the 
oil, and confequently of the differences depending thereon; with this 
further diyerfity, that the grofs refinous part often contains other powers. 
than thofe which refide in oils. Thus from wormwood a refin may be 
prepared, containing not only the ftrong {mell and flavour, but likewife 
the whole bitternefs of the herb; from which laft quality the oilis en- 
tirely free. The bitter, aftringent, purgative, and emetic virtue of vege- 
tables, refide generally in different forts of refinous matter, either pure or 
blended with gummy and faline parts ; of which kind of combinations 
there are many fo intimate, that the component parts can fearcely be 
feparated from each other, the whole compound diflolving almoft equally 


in aqueous and fpirittous menftrua. ie es 

tr. There are fome fubftances alfo, which, from their being totally 
diffoluble in water, and not in {pirit, may be judged to be mere gams ; 
‘but which, neverthelefs, poffefs virtues neyer to be found in the fimple 


gums. Such are the aftringent gum called acacia, and the purgative gum 


extracted from aloes, | 
12. Itis fuppofed that vegetables contain certain fubtile principles or 
preliding fpirits, different in different plants, of too great tenuity to be 
collected in their pure ftate, and of which oils, gums, and refins are only 
the matrices or vehicles, Thisinquiry is foreign to the purpofes of phar- 
elas which is concerned only about grofler and more fenfible objects. 
|When we obtain from an odoriferous plant an effential oil, containing in 
‘mall compafs the whole fragrance of a large quantity of the fubjed, 
jour intentions are equally anfwered, whether the fubftance of the oil be 
the diredt odorous matter, or whether it has diffufed through it a fragrant 
principle more fubtile than irfelf. And when this oil, in long keeping, 
Hofes its odour, and becomes arefin, itis equal in regard to the prefent 
D 3 con: 





is Elements of Pharmacy. Pare 
confiderations, whether the effeét happens from the avolation of a fubtile 
principle, or from a change produced in the fubftance of the oil itfelf. 


Se Cr ae : 
ON TMA Le Ss 


Pheri the hiftory we have already given of the vegetable kingdom, 
our details on animal fubftances may, in many particulars, be confi- 
derably abridged. All animals.are fed on vegetables, either diredtly or by 
the intervention of other animals. No part of their fubftance is derived 
from any other fource except water. The {mali quantity of falt ufed by 
ynan and fome other animals, is only neceflary as a feafoning or ftimulus 
to the ftomach. As the animal then is derived from the vegetable mat- 
ter, we accordingly find that the former is capable of being refolved into 
the fame principles as thofe of the latter. Thus, by repeated diftillations, 
we obtain from animal fubftances, water, oil, air, an eafily deftructible 
falt, and charcoal. Thefe fecondary principles are by farther proceffes at 
Jength refoluble into the fame proximate principles which we found in 
vegetables, viz. water, air, earth, and principle of infammability. But 
though the principles of vegetable and animal fubftances are at bottom 
the fame, yet thefe principles are combined ina very different manner. 
It is exceedingly rare that animal fubftances are capable of the vinous of 
acetous fermentations ; and the putrefactive, into which they run re- 
smarkably faft, is alfo different in fome particulars from the putrefaction 
of vegetables ; the efcape of the phlogifion in the form of light is more 
evident, and the fmell is much more offenfive, in the putrefaction of ami- 
mal than of vegetable fubftances. The putrefaction of urine is indeed ac- 
companied with a peculiar fetor, by no means fo intolerable as that of o- 
ther animal matters : this we fuppofe to be owing tothe pungency derived 
to the effluvia from the volatile alkali, and alfo from the urine containing 
Jefs inflammable matter than the bloodand many other fluids. When an- 
alifed bya deftructive heat, animals afford alfo produéts very different 
from thofe of vegetables: the empyreumatic oi) has a particular, and 
much more fetid odour ; and the volatile falt inftead of being an acid, as 
it is in moft vegetables, is found to be in animals a volatile alkali. Che- 
miits have indeed {poken of an acid procurable from animal fubftances ; 
and indeed certain parts of animal bodies are found to yield a falt of this 
Kind ; but it by no means holds with animal fubftances in general; and 
though the proofs tothe contrary were even conclufive, it is confeffedly in. 
fuch {mall quantity as notto deferve any particular regard. In fome animals, 
however, an acid exifts, uncombined and ready formed in their bodies. 
_ ‘Thisis particularly manifeft in fome infects, efpecially ants, from which | 
an acid refembling the acetous hasbeen procured by boiling them in water. 
The folid parts of anima] bodies, as the mufcles, teguments, tendons, car- 
tilages, and even the bones, when boiled with water, givea gelatinous mate. 
teror g/ve refembling the vegetable gums, but much more adhefive. We. 
muft, however, except the horny parts and the hair, which feem to be little: 
foluble cither in water or in the liquors of the ftomach. The acids, the. 
alkalies, and quicklime,.are alfo found to be powerful folyents of animal 
‘ Matle;srs, | 
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matters.. It is from the folid parts that the greatef{t quantity of volatile 
alkali is obtained; it arifes along with a very fetid empyreumatic oil, 
from which it is in fome meafure feparated by repeated rectifications. 
This falt is partly in a fluid, and partly ina concrete ftate; and from its 
having been anciently prepared ingreateft quantity from the horns of the 
hart, it hasbeencalled /a/t or /pirit of hart/born. Volatilealkali is, how- 
ever, procurable from all animals, and from almoft every part of animal 
bodies. Though we are fometimes able to procure fixed alkali from an 
animal cinder, yet it is probable that this falt did not make any part of 
_the living animal, but rather proceeded from the introduction of fome fa- 
line matter, incapable of being aflimilated by the functions of the living 
creature. , | 

In {peaking of the fluid parts of animals, we fhould firft examine the 
general fluid, or blood, from whence the reft are fecreted. The blood, 
which at firft fight appears to be an homogeneous fluid, iscompofed of feve- 
ral parts, eafily feparable from each other, and which the microfcope can 
even perceive inits uncoagulated f{tate. On allowing it to ftand at reft 
and be expofed to the air, it feparates into what are called the craf/amen-. 
tum andthe ferum. The craflamentum, or cruor, chiefly confifts of the 
red globules, joined together by another fubftance, viz. the coagulable 
lymph: the chemical properties of thefe globules are not as yet under- 
ftood ; but it appears that it is in thefe that the greateft quantity of the 
iron found in biood refides. The ferum is a yellowifh fub-viicid liquor, 
having little fenfible tafte or fmell: at a heatof 1600f Farenheit itis con- 
verted into a jelly. This coagulation of the ferum is alfo owing to its 
containing a matter of the fame nature with that inthe craflamentum, viz. 
the coagulable lymph: whatever, then, coagulates animal blood, pro- 
duces that effect on this concrefcible part. Several caufes, and many 
chemical fubitances, are capable of effecting this coagulation ; fuch as con- 
tact of air, heat, alcohol mineral acids, and their combinations with | 
earths, as alum, and fome of the metallic falts. The more perfect neutral 


falts are found to prevent the coagulation, fuch as common falt and =~ 


nitre. | 

Of the fluids fecreted from the blood, there are a great variety inmen 
and other animals. The excrementitious and redundant fluids are thofe 
which afford in general the greateft quantity of volatile alkali and empy- 
reumatic oil: there are alfo fomeof the fecreted fluids, which on ache- 
mical analyfis yield products in fome degree peculiar to themfelves.. Of 
this kind is the urine; which is found to contain in the preateft abun- 
dance the noted falt formed from the phofphoric acid and volatile alkali. 
The fat, too, has been faid to differ from the other animal matters, in 
yielding by diftillation a ftrong acid, but no volatile alkali. There is alfo 
‘much variety in the quantity and ftate of the combination of the faline 
and other matters in different fecreted fluids: but a fuller invetfti gation of 
this and other parts of the fubjedt, we refer to the doctrines in Anatomy, 
Phyfiology, and Chemiftry ; with all which it is more immediately con- 
nected than with the Elements of Pharmacy. : oe. 

Animal oilsand fats, likethe grofs oils of vegetables, are not of them- 
felves diffoluble either in water or vinous fpirits: but they may be united 
with water by. the intervention of gum or mucilage ; and moft of them 
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may be changed intofoap ; and thus rendered mifcible with {pirit, as well 
as water, by fixed alkaline falts. a) a 

The odorous matter of fome odoriferous animal-fubftances, 2s musk, 
civet, caftor, is like effential oil, foluble in fpiritof wine, and volatile in 
the heat of boiling water. Carthnfer relates, that from caftor an actual 
effential oil has been obtained in a very {mall quantity, but of an exceed- 
ingly {trong diffufive fmell. = 
The veficating matter of cantharides, and thofe parts of fundry animal- 
fobftances in which their peculiar taftes refides, are diffolved by rectified 
fpirit, and feem to have fome analogy with refins and gummy refins. 

»\ The gelatinous principle of animals, like the gum of vegetables, dif- 
folves in water, but not in fpirit or in oils: like gums alfo, it renders oils 
and fats mifcible with water into a milky liquor. ah 

Some infects, particularly the ant, are found to contain an acid jnice, 
which approaches nearly to the nature of vegetable acids. 

There are, however, fundry animal juices which differ greatly, evenin 
thefe general kinds of properties, from the correfponding ones of vege- 
tables. Thus animal ferum, which appears analogous to vegetable gum- 
my juices, has this remarkable difference, that thoagh it mingles uni- 
formly with cold or warm water, yet onconfiderably heating the mixture, 
the animal-matter feparates from the watery fluid, and concretes into a 
folid mafs, Some have been apprehenfive, that the heat of the body, in 
fome diftempers, might rife to fuch a degree, as to produce this danger- 
ous or mortal concretion of the ferous humours: but the heat requifite 
for this effect is greater than the human body appears capable of fuftain- 
ing, being nearly about the middle point between the greateft human 
heat commonly obferved and that of boiling water. | 


‘Tre foft and fluid parts of animals are ftrongly difpofed to run into 
putrefaction : they putrefy much fooner than vegetable matters; and 
when corrupted, prove more offenfive. 

This procefs takes plaee, in fome degree, in the bodies of living ani- 
mals; as often as the juices ftagnate long, or are prevented, by an ob- 
ftruction of the natural emunétories, from throwing off their more vola- 
tile and corruptible parts. | 
_ During putrefaction, a quantity of air is generated ; all the humours 
become gradually thinner, and the fibrous parts more lax and tender. 
Hence the tympany, which fucceeds the corruption of any of the vifcera, 
or the imprudent fuppreffion of dyfenteries by aftringents; and the weak- 
nefs and laxity of the veffels obfervable in fcurvies, &c. 

The craflamentum of human blood changes, by putrefaction, into a 
dark livid coloured liquor; a few drops of which tinge the ferum of a 
tawny hue, likethatof the ichor of fores and dyfenteric fluxes, and of the 
white of the eye, the faliva, the ferum of blood drawn froma vein, and 
that which oozes from a blifter in deep feurvies and the advanced ftate of 
malignant fevers. | | 

The putrid craflamentum changesa large quantity of recent urine to a 
flame-coloured water, fo common in fevers and in the feurvy. This mix- 
ture, after ftanding an hour or two, gathers a cloud refembling what is 
een in the crude water of acute diftempers, with fome oily matter on the 
jurface like the {cum which floats on fcorbutic urine, 7 
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The ferum of blood depofites, in putrefaétion, a fediment refembling 
well-digefted pus, and changes to a faint olive green. A ferum fo far 
putrefied as to become green, is perhaps never to be feen in the veflels 
of living animals; but in dead bodies this ferum is to be diftinguifhed by 
the green colour which the flefh acquires in corrupting. In falted meats, 
this is commonly afcribed to the brine, but erroneoufly; for that has no 
power of giving this colour, but only of qualifying the tafte, and in fome 
degree the ill effe&s of corrupted aliments, In foul ulcers and other 
fores where the ferum is left to ftagnate Jong, the matter is likewife found 
of this colour, and is then always acrimonious. EAR 

The patrefaction of animal-fubftancesis prevented or retarded by moft 
faline matters, even by the fixed and volatile alkaline falts, which have 
generally been fuppofed to produce a contrary effe@. Of all rhe falts 
that have been made trial of, fea-falt feems to refilt putrefaction the leaft: 
in {mall quantities, it even accelerates the procefs. The vegetable bitters, 
as chamomile-flowers, are much ftronger antifeptics, not only preferving 
fiefh long uncorrupted, but likewife fomewhat correcting it when putrid: 
the mineral acids have this laft effe& in a more remarkable degree. Vi- 
nous fpirits, aromatic and warm fubftances, and the acrid plants, falfely 
called a/kalefcent, as {curvy-grafs and horfe-radifh, are found alfo to re- 
fift putrefaction. Sugar and camphor are found to be powerfully antifep. 
tic. Fixed air, or the aérial acid, is likewife thought to refift putrefac- 
tion; but above all the vapours of nitrous acid, in the form of air (the 
nitrous air of Dr Prieftley), is found to be the moft effe@ual in preferv- 
ing animal bodies from corruption. The lift of the feptics, or of thofe 
fubftances that promote putrefaétion, is very fhort; and fuch a preperty 
has only been difovered in calcareous earths and magnefia, and a very 
few falts, whofe bafes are of thefe earths. — ae 
_ tis obfervable, that notwithftanding the ftrong tendency of animal 
matters to putrefaction, yet broths made from them, with the admixture 
of vegetables, inftead of putrefying, turn four. Sir John Pringle has 
found, that when animal-flefh in fubftance is beaten up with bread or o- 
ther farinaceous vegetables, and a proper quantity of water, into the 
confiftence of a pap, this mixture likewife, kept in a heat equal to that 
of the human body, grows in a little time four; whilft the vegetable 
matters, without the flefh, fuffer no fuch change. ee 


It was obferved in the preceding feétion, that fome few vegetables, | 
in the refolution of them by fire, difcover fome agreement in the matter 
with bodies of the animal kingdom; yielding a volatile alkaline falt in — 
confiderable quantity, with little or nothing of the acid or fixed alkali, 
which the generality of vegetables afford. In animal-fub{tances. alfo, 
there are fome exceptions to the general analyfis: from animal fats, as 
we before obferved, inftead of a volatile alkali , anacid liquor is obtained ; 
and their empyreumatic oi! wants the peculiar offentivenefs of the other 
animal oils, 3 


8 Bve-T. 


58 Elements of Pharmacy. Part I. 


S EVO 1 a, 
MINERALS. 


J. Oris aud BITruMENS. 


i the mineral kingdom is found a fluid oil called naphtha or petroleum, 

floating on the furface of waters, or iffuing from clefts of rocks, par- 
ticularly in the eaftern countries, of a firong fmell, very different from 
that ef vegetable or animal oils, limpid almoft as water, highly inflam- 
mable, not foluble in fpirit of wine, and more averfe to union with wa- 
ter than any other oils. 

There are different forts of thefe mineral oils, more or eh singed, 
of a more or lefs agrecable, and a ftronger or weaker {mell. By the ad- 
mixture of concentrated acids, which raife no great heat or conflict with 
them, they become thick, and at length confiltent; and in thefe ftates 
are called ditumens. 

Thefe thickened or concreted oils, like the correfponding sinddag of 
the vegetable kingdom, are generally foluble in fpirit of wine, but much 
more difficultly, more {paringly, and for the moft part only partially ; 
_ they liquefy by heat, but require the heat to be confiderably ftronger. 

Their fmells are various; but all of them, either in the natural ftate, or — 
when melted or fet on fire, yield a peculiar kind of ftrong cent, called 
from them bituminous. 

‘The folid birumens are, amber, jer, afphaltum, or-bitumen of Judea, 
‘and foffil or pit-coal. All thofe bitumens, when diftilled, give out an 
odorous phlegm, or water, more or lefs coloured and faline ; an acid, fre- 
quently ina concrete flate; an oil, at firft light, and refembling the na- 
tive petrolea, but foon becoming heavier and thicker; and , lafily, aquan- 
tity of volatile alkali isobtained: the refiduum is a charry matter, dif- 
_ fering in its appearances according to the nature of the bitumen which 
has been analyfed. 

From the obfervations of feveral naturalifts, i it is probable that all bi- 
tumens are of vegetable and animal origin; that the circumftances by 
which they differ from the refinous and other oily matters of vegetables 
and animals, are the natural effects of time, or of an alteration produced 
on them by mineral acids; or perhaps they are the effect of both thefe’ 
cafes combined. This opinion is the more probable, fince bitumens, 
on a chemical analyfis, yield oil and volatile alkali; a as of which are 
founds in any other minerals. 


\ 


Il. EARTHS. 


Tue little impropriety of joining the vegetable and animal earths to 
the mineral, muftbe overlooked for the fake of bringing both under one 
fynoptical view. Under the mineral earths are included ftones ; thefe be- 
ing no other than earths in an indurated ftate—The di ifferent kinds of 
thefe bodies hitherto taken notice of, are the following. 


1. Earths foluble in the nitrous, marine, and vegetable acids, but not at all 
orexceeding [paringly inthe vitriolic acid. When previou/fly diffelvedino- 
Geer acids, they are ors by the addition of this nee thus unites 
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with them into infipid, or nearly infipid concretes, not diffoluble in any 
liguor. : ak | 
Of this kind are, Ph dt 
1, The mineral calcareousearth: diffinguifhed by its being convertible ix 
a ftrong fire, withaut addition, into an acrimonious calx called quicklime. 
This earth occurs in a variety of forms inthe mineral kingdom. The 
- fine foft chalk, the coarfer lime-ftones, the hard marbles, the tranfpa- 
rent fpars, the earthy matter contained in waters, and which feparating 
from them, incruftates the fides of the caverns, or hangs in icicles from 
the top, receiving from its different appearances different appellations. 
How ftrongly foever fome of thefe bodies have been recommended for par- 
ticular medicinal purpofes, they are at bottom no other than different forms 
of this calcareous earth; fimple pulverization depriving them of the fu- 
perficial characters by which they were diftinguifhed in the mafs. Moft 
of them contain generally a age or Jefs admixture of fome of the in- 
diffoluble kinds of earth; which however, affects their medicinal qua- 
lities no otherwife than by the addition which it makes to their bulk. 
Chalk appears to be one of the pureft; and is therefore in general pre- 
ferred. They all burn into a {trong quicklime: in this ftate a part of 
them diffolvesin water, which thus becomes impregnated with the aftrin- 
gent and lithontriptic powers that have been erroncoutly afcribed to fome 
of the earths in their natural ftate. | 
During the calcination of calcareous earths, adarge quantity- of elaftic 
vapour is difcharged; the abfence of this fluid is the caufe of the caufti- 
city of quicklime, and of its folubility in water in the form of lime-water. 
For a more full enquiry into this fubject, fee the articles Fixep Arr, 
LimE-WatTER, and Caustic LEy. 2 | 
2. The animal calcareousearth: burning into quicklime like the mineral. 
Of this kind are oyfter-fhells, and all the marine fhells that have been 
examined ; thongh with fome variation in the ftrength of the quicklime 
produced from them. | | 
3. The earth of bones and horns: sot at all burning into quicklime. 
This kind of earth is more difficult of folution in acids than either of the 
preceding. . It is accompanied in the fubjects with a quantity of gelati- 
mons matter, which may be feparated by long boiling in water, and 
more perfectly by burning in the open air. The earth may be extracted 
alfo from the bone or horn, though difficultly, by means of acids; 
whereas vegetables and thie foft parts of animals yield their pure earth 
by burning only. i 


II. Earths foluble with eafe in the vitriolic as well as other acids, and yield- 
_ ing, in all other combinations therewith, faline concretes foluble in water. 


1. Magnefia alba: compafing with the vitriolic acid a bitter purgative 
falt. This earth has not yet been found naturally in a pure flate. It is 
obtained from the purging mineral waters and their falts; from the bit- 
ter liquor which remains after the cryftallifation of fea-falt from fea- 
water; and from the fluid which remains uncryftallifed in the putrefac- 
tion of the fame forts of reugh nitre. The ales of vegetables appear to 
be nearly the fame kind of earth. 

2. Aluminous earth : compofing with the vitriolic acid a very affrin- 
gent falt, This earth alfohasnot been found naturally pure. Itis geirt 
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from alum; which is no other than a combination ef it with the vitriolic 
acid: it may likewile be extracted, by ftrong beiling in that acid, from 
clays and boles. | 7 


* 


Ill. Earths which by digefling in acids, either in the cold or in a moderate 
warmth, are not at all diffelved. | | | 

1. Argillaceous earth: becoming hard, or acquiring an additional hard- 
nefs, nthe fire. Of this kind of earth there are feveral varieties, differing 
in fome particular properties: as the parer ¢c/ays, which when moiftened 
with water form a very vifcous mafs, difficultly diffufible throngh a larger 
_ quantity of the fluid, and flowly fubfiding from it; 4o/es, lefs vifcous, more 
readily mifcible with water, and more readily fubfiding; and ochres, 
which have little or nothing of the vifcofity of the two foregoing, and are 
commonly impregnated with a yellow or red ferrugineous calx. 

2. Cryftalline earth: xaturally hard, fo as,to ftrike [parks with feel; 
becoming friable in a flrong fire. Of this kind are flints, cryftals, &c. 
which appear to con/iftof one and the fame earth, differing in the purity, 
hardnefs, and tranfparency of the mafs. et a. 

_ 2. Gypfeous earth: reducible by a gentle heat into a foft powder, which 
unites with water into a mafs, fomewhat vifcous and tenacious while moift, 
but quickly drying and becoming hard. Agreater heat deprives the powder 
of this property, without occafioning any ether alteration. Such are the 
tranfparent fe/enites: the fibrous {tony maflesimproperly called Exgli/h 
talc; and the granulated gyp/2, or plaffer of Paris ttones. Though thefe 
bodies, however, have been commonly looked upon as mere earths, of a 
diflin& kind from the reft, they appear both from analytical and fynthe- 
tical experiments, to be no other than combinations of the mineral cal- 
careous earth with vitriolic acid. | 

4. Talky earth: fearcely alterable by a vehement fire. The mafles of 
this earth are generally of a fibrous or leafy texture ; more orlefs pellucid, 
bright or glittering ; {mooth and unctuous to the touch; too flexible and 
elaftic to be eafily pulverifed ; foft, fo as to be cut with a knife. In thefe 
refpects fome of the gypfeous earths nearly refemble them, but the diffe- 
rence is readily difcovered by fire; a weak heat reducing the gypfeous to 
powder, while the {trongeft makes no other alteration in the talky, than 
fomewhat diminifhing the flexibility, brightnefs, and unQuofity. 


III. METALS. 


Or metals, the next divifion of mineral bodies, the moft obvious cha- 
racters are, their peculiar bright afpect, perfect opacity, and great weight; 
the lighreft of them is fix, and the heavieft upwards of nineteen, times 
heavier than an equal bulk of water. 

To underftand the writers in chemifiry, it is proper to be informed, 
that metals are fubdivided into the perfect, the imperfect, and the /emi- 
goetals, ! aes oat 

Thofe poffeffed of ductility and malleability, and which are not fen- 
fibly altered by very violent degrees of heat, arecalled perfect metals : Of 
thefe there. are three ; gold, filver and platina. It is however, probable, 
that the mark of their indeftrudtibility by fire is only relative; and in-_ 
deed modern chemifts have been able, by a very intenfe degree of heat, 
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to bring gold ifito the ftate of a ca/x, or fomething very nearly refem= 
bling it. 

Thote metallic fubftances which poffefs the diftinGive properties of the 
perfect metals, but in alefs degree, are called the imperfect metals z 
Thefe are copper, iron, tin, lead. | 

Laftly, thofe bodies having the metallic characters in the moft imper- 
fe& ftate, that'is to fay, thofe which have no ductility and'the leaft fixity 
‘in the fire, are diftinguifhed by the name of /emi-meta/s: Thefe are re- 
gilts of antimony, bifmuth, ‘zinc, regulus of cobalt, nickel, and regulus 
of arfenic; which laft might be rather confidered as the boundary be- 
tween the metallic and faline bodies. Ses 

Mercury has been generally ranked in a clafs by itfelf. 7 

All metallic bodies, when heated in clofe veffels, melt or fu/e. This 

 fufion takes place at different degrees of heat in different metals; and it 
does not appear that this procefs produces any change in the metals, pro- 
vided it be conducted in clofe veffels. Metals, expofed to the combined 
action of air and fire, are converted into an earth-like fubftance called 
calx : by this procefs, which we call ca/cization, the metal fuitersremark- 
able changes. From the diftin@ive marks we have before piven of the 
metallic bodies, it will be obvious, that the perfeét metals are moft flow- 
ly, the imperfect more quickly, and the femi-metals moft eafily and 
fooneft, affected in this operation. This earth-like powder, or ca/x, is 
found to poflefs no metallic afpect, but is confiderably heavier than the 
metal before its calcination: it has no longer any affinity with metallic 
bodies, nor even with the metal from which it has heen preduced. 

Befides this method of calcining metals by air and fire, they may 
likewife be-brought into the {tate of a calx, by diffolving them in acids, 
from which they may be afterwards freed by evaporating the acid, or by 
adding tothe folution an alkaline falt. Metals are alfo fometimes dephlogif-_ 
ticated by detonation with nitre. This change in their obvious properties 
is generally accompanied witha remarkable alteration in their medicinal 
virtues: thus quickfilver, which taken into the body in its crude ftate 
and undivided, feems inactive; when calcined by fire, proves ov in 
fmall dofes a ftrong emetic and cathartic, and in fmaller ones, a powerful 
alterative in chronical diforders; while regulus of antimony, on the con- 
trary is changed by the fame treatment, from a high degree of virulence 
to.a ftate of inadtivity. 

Calces of mercury and arfenic exhale in a heat below ignition ; thofe of 
lead and bifmuth, inared or low white heat, run into a tranfparent glafse 
the others are not at all vitrefcible, or not without extreme vehemence 
of fire. Both the calces and glafles recover their metallic form and quali- 
ties again by the fkilful addition of any kind of inflammable fubftance that 
does not contain a mineral acid. This recovery of the metalliccalces into 
the metallic form is called reduction. During this procefs an elaftic 
a€rial fluid efcapes, which is found in many inftances to be very pure air. 

__Isthe converfion of metals into calces owing tothe difcharge of phio- 
giton, or to the abforption of pure air? And is the reduction to be a- 
{cribed to the abforption of phlogifton, or totheefcapeof pure air? And 
again, Is the calcination to be explained by the difcharge of phlogifton | 
and confequent precipitation of pure air? And is the reduction effeGed — 
b a 2 by 
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by the abforption of phlogifton, either furnifhed by inflammable bodies; 
or precipitated in confequence of the difcharge of pure air? On thefe 
queftions there ismuch difpute among modern chemifts: We thoughtit 
only neceffary to ftate them here, as a full enquiry into the fubject is 
by no means the province of pharmacy. We, however, think it pru- 
dent to retain the doctrine of Stahl: and we do this the more readily, | 
that it has been followed in the former editions of this work ; that it is 
abundantly clear in its illuftration of the pharmaceutical proceffes; and, | 
laftly, that perhaps it is not the moft exceptionable. Weshall not, 
however, reject any modern difcovery which may ferve to illuftrate our 
fubjects. : : a 

All metallic bodies diffolve in acids: fome only in particular acids, as 
filver and lead in the nitrous; fome only incompofitions of acids, as gold 
in a mixture of the nitrous and marine: and others, as iron and Zinc, in 
all acids. Some likewife diflolve in alkaline liquors, as copper: and 
others, as lead in expreffed oils. Fufed with a compofition of fulphur 
and fixed alkaline falt, they are all, except zinc, made foluble in water. 

All metallic fubftances, diffolved in faline liquors, have powerful effets 
in the human body, though many of them appear intheir pure ftate to be 
inactive. Their activity is generally in proportion to the quantity of acid 
combined with them : Thus lead, which in its crude form has no fenfi- 
ble effect, when united witha {mall portion of vegetable acid into cerufs, 
difcovers a low degreevof the ftypti¢ and malignant quality, which it fo 
ftrongly exerts when blended with a larger quantity of the fame acid 


into what wascalled /accharum faturni but now more properly fal plumbi, 


or plumbum acetatum-: and this mercury, with, a certain quantity of the 
marine acid, forms the violent corrofive fublimate, which by diminifhing 
the proportion of acid becomes the mild medicine called mereurius dulcis. 


IV. Actps: 


TueE falts of this order are very numerous; but as we are at prefent 
treating of Mizeral/s, it is only therefore the mineral or fofil acids we 
mean to {peak of in this place. | e 

Thefe are diftinguifhed by the names of the concretes from which they 
have been principally extracted; the vitrio/ic from vitriol, the #itrous from 


- nitre or falrpetre, and the marine or muriatic from common fea-falt. 


The form they are commonly in, is that of a watery fluid: They have 
all a remarkable attraction for water: they imbibe the humidity of 
the air with rapidity and the generation of heat. Although heat be 
produced by their union with water, yet when mixed with ice in a cer- 
tain manner, they generate a prodigious degree of cold. Acids change 
the purple and blue colours of vegetables to a red ; they refift fermenta- 
tion ; and, laftly, they imprefs that puculiar fenfation on the tongue called 
fourne/s,and which their nameimports. Butit is to be obferved, that they 
are all highly corrofive, infomuchas not to be fafely touched, unlefs large- 
ly diluted with water, or united with fuch fubftances as obtund, or fup- 
prefs their acidity. Mixed haftily with vinous fpirits, they raife a violent 
ebullition and heat, accompanined with a copious difcharge of noxious 
fumes : a part of the acid unites intimately withthe vinous fpirit into a - 
new compound, void of acidity, called dulcified /pirit. It is obfervable, 
that the marine acid isinuch lefs difpofed to this union with fpirit aur 
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than cither of the other two: neverthelefs, many of the compound falts 
refulting from the combination of earthy and metallic bodies with this 
acid, are foluble in that fpirit, while thofe with the other acids are not. 
All thefe acids effervefce ftrongly with alkaline falts, both fixed and vo- 
Jatile, and form with them neutral falts ; that is, fuch as difcover no marks 
either of an acid or alkaline quality. 

The nitrousand marine acids are obtained in the form of a thin liquor ; 
the acid part being blended with a large proportion of water, without 
which it would be diffufed into an incoercible vapour: the vitriolic ftands 
in need of fo much lets water for its condenfation as to aflame commonly 
anoily confiftence (whence it iscalled of/ of vitriol), and in fome circam- 
flances even a folid one. Alkaline falts, and the foluble earths and me- 
tals, abforb from the acid liquors only the pare acid part; fo that the wa- 


_ ter may now be evaporated by heat, and the compound falt left in a dry 


——EEEE7~~ 


form. 
_ From the coalition of the different acids with the three different alka- 
lies, and with the feveral foluble earths and metallic bodies, refult a va- 
riety of faline compounds; the principal of which will be parmjenlaaited 
in the fequel of this work.. 

The vitriolic acid, in its concentrated liquid ftate, is ; much more pon- 


- derous than the other two; ; itemits no vifible vapour in the heat of the at- 


mofphere, but imbibes moifture therefrom, and increafes in its weights 
the nitrous and marine emit copious corrofive fumes, the nitrous ycllowith 
red, and the marine white ones. If bottles containing the three acids be 
ftopt with cork, the cork is found in a little time tinged black with the 


. Vitriolic, corroded intoa yellow fubftance by the nitrous, and into a whi- 


tifh one by the marine. 


Ir is above laid down as a charatter of one of the claffes of earths, that 
the vitriolic acid precipitates them when they are previoufly diffolved in 
any other acid: it is obvious, that on the fame principle this particular 
acid may be diftingnifhed from all others. This charadter ferves not only 
for the acid in its pare ftate, but likewife for all its combinations that are 
foluble in water. If a folution of any compound falt, whofe acid is the 
vitriolic, be added to a folution of chalk in any other acid, the vitriolic 
acid will part from the fubftance with which it was before combined, and 
join itfelf to the chalk, forming therewith acompound ; which, being no 
Jonger diffoluble in the liquor, renders the whole milky for a time, and 
then gradually fabfides. : 

This acid may be diftinguifhed alfo, in compound falts, by another 
criterion not lefs ftrongly marked: If any falt containing it be mixed with 
powdered charcoal, and the mixture expofed in a clofe veffel to a mode- 
rately ftrong fire, the acid will unite with the directly inflammable pare 
of the charcoal, and compofe therewith a genuine fulphur. Common 
brimftone isno other than a combination of the vitriolic acid with a fmall 
proportion of inflammable matter. With any kind of inflammable nvat- 
ter which is not volatile in clofe veffels, as the coal of vegetables, of ani- 


mals, or of bitumens, this acid compofes always the fame identical fulphur. 


The nitrous acid alfo, whatever kind of body it be combined with, is 
both diftinguifhed and extricated therefrom by means of any inflam- 
mable fabftance brought toa ftare of ignition. If the {nbjeG be mixed 

; with 
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with a little powdered charcoal and made red-hot, a deflagration or ful- 
mination enfues ; that is, a bright flame with a hifling noife ; and the in- 
flammable matter and the acid being thus confumed or diffipated toge- 
ther, there remains only the fubftance which was before combined with 
the acid, and the fmall quantity of athes afforded by the coal. 

Thefe properties of the nitrous acid deflagrating with inflammable 
fubftances, and of the vitriolic forming fulphur with them, ferve not 
only as criteria of the refpective acids in the various forms and difguifes, 
bat likewife for difcovering inflammable matter in bodies, when its quan- 
tity is too fmall to be fenfible on other trials. : 

All thefe-acids will be more particularly examined when we come to 
treat of each of them apart. There are, however, a few other mineral 
acids which are of importance to be known: thefe are agua regia; acid 
of borax ; [parry acid; and, lattly, fixed air, which has of late been 
called aérial acid or acid of chalk. < : ae 

Aqua regia has been generally prepared by a mixture of certain pro- 
portions of the nitrous and muriatic acids. Itis of little avail in phar- 
macy, whether we confider it as. a diftin& acid, or only as a modification 
of the mariatic. It has been found, thatthe muriatic acid, when diftilled 
with mangane/e (a peculiar foflile fubftance, thowing a remarkable at- 
traction to phiogilton), fuffers a change which renders it capable of dif- 
foiving goid and platina. Whether this change be produced by the 
acid acquiring a redundance of pure air, or by its being deprived of 
phiogifton, is not our bufinefs to decide. This experiment, however, 
renders it probable, that the nitrous acid in the common aqua repia, is 
enly fubfervient to accomplifhing the fame change in the muriatic acid, 
which is produced by diftilling that acid with manganefe. — 

As aqua regia has been only ufed in the nicer operations inchemiftry, 
and in the are of afflaying, we think it unneceflary to fay more of it in 
this place. : " 

The acid of borax, or fedative falt of Homberg, may be extracted from 
borax, a neutral falt, with the bafe of mineral alkali. It has alfo been 
found. native in the waters of feveral lakes in Tufcany. It is a light, 
eryftallifed concrete falt : its tafte is fenfibly acid: it is difficultly foluble in 
water; but the folution changes blue vegetable colours toa red. With 
vitrefcent earths it fufes into a white glafs: it unites with the other al- 
kalies, with magnefia, and with quickiime. The falts refulting from 
thefe combinations are very imperfectly known. The falt has beeit: 
called /edative, from its fappofed virtues as an anodyne and refrigerants 
remedy; but modern phyficians have very little faith in this once cele- 
brated drug. < | | 

The /parry acid is fo called, from its being extracted from a foffil 
called /parry fluor, or vitreous /par. tis not yet determined whether 
it be a difting acid; and it has not yet been empioyed for any purpofe 
in pharmacy, we think it would be improper to attempt any farther ac- 
count of it here. * 3 

Befides the acids abovementioned, there have alfo been difcovered 
acids feemingly of a particular nature, in amber, in arfenic, and in black- 
ead :. bur as thefe have not hitherto been applied to any afe in pharma; 
ey, they cannot properly have a place in this work. | 3 

be We 
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We now come. to the laft, but perhaps the-moft generally diffufed, 
acid in nature: this is the aérial acid, or | 


Fixed Air. 


In our pharmaceutical hiftory of this body, we fhall only make ufe of 
the two names, fixed air and aérial acid, being thofe moft generally ufed, 
and which in our opinion are moft applicable to our own fubjed. Fixed 
air isa permanently elaftic fluid, being only fxed when in a {tate of com- 
bination with calcareous earth or other fub{tances from which it may be 
extricated. Ic has received many different names, according to the fub- 
ftances from which it is difengaged, and the different opinions concern- 
ing its nature; itis the gas filvefire of Helmont, the fixed air of Dr 
Black, the acid of chalk, calcareous gas, mephitic gas, mephitic acid, and 
aérial acid, of many modern chemifts. In accommodating our account of 
it tothe purpofes of pharmacy, it is moft convenient to confider it in the 
light of an acid. The aérial acid, then, may be extricated by hear, or by. 
other acids, from all calcareous earths ; that is, from all thofe earths 
which by calcination are converted into quicklime; fuch as chalk, mar- 
ble, limeftone, fea-thells, &e. It is likewife extricated from mild, fixed, 
and volatile alkalies, and from the magnefia alba. Thus, if the vitriolic, 
or almoft any other acid, be added-to any quantity of calcareous earth or 
mild alkali, a brifk effervefcence immediately enfues ; the fixed air, or 
aérial acid, is difcharged in bubbles ; and the other acid takes its place. 
If this procefs be conducted with an apparatus to be afterwards defcribed, 
the aérial acid, now feparated from the calcareous earth, may be receiv- 
ed and preferved in clofe veilels. When thus difengaged, it affumes its 

@@acter, viz. that of a permanently elaftic fluid. Y¥ixed air is alfo 
feg-in great quantity during the vinous fermentation of vegetable 
When a calcareous earth is deprived of this acid by hear, it is 
nto thecauftic fubftance, guicklime. When alkalies, fixed or — 
ey are deprived by any meansof their aérial acid, they are render- 
ge@more cauftic, incapable of cryftallifation, or of effervefcing with 
meids. They are alfo in thisdeaérated ftate much more powerfulin 
other bodies. By recombining this acid to the quicklime, the 
agnefia, or to the alkali, any of which had been deprived of 
bftances again affume their former weight and properties, 
bodies, then, when combined with aérial acid, are called mild ; 
td calcareous earth, mild alkali, &c.: and when deprived of this.a« 
hey are called cauftic; as cauftic calcareous earths, cauftic, alkali, &c. 
2s magnefia is not rendered cauftic by calcination, there would per- 
haliebe lefs danger in calling them aérated and deaérated. The aériala- 
cidas more difpofed tounite with cauftic calcareous earth (quicklime)than 
with any other fubftance ; next to that, its attraction ftands for fixed al- 
Kali; then with magnefia; and, laftly, with volatile alkali. We fhall af- 
terwards find, that thefe relative powers of the different fubftances to 
unite with this acid, lay the foundation-of many important proceffes in 
pharmacy. . 
| When we’ pour a fmall quantity of the aérial acid into lime-water, the 
liquor infantly aflumes a white colour, and the lime gradually precipi- 
tates, leaving the water clear and taftelefs: the lime in this experiment 
jhas abforbed the acid, and has therefore become mi/d or aérated earth. 
The aérial acid is capable of being abforbed by water ; and the — 
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thus impregnated , precipitates lime in lime-water : but ifa certain larger 
quantity of this impregnated water be added, the lime is rediffolved, and 
the liquor recovers its tranfparency. ‘Water impregnated with aérial ‘acid 
is capable of diffelving iron ; and in this way are formed native and arti! 
ficial chalybeate waters. Zine i is alfo foluble in the fame liquor. This: 
acid is eafily expelled from the water by removing the preffure of oe 
atmofphere, by boiling, and even by time alone, if the veffel be not kep 
clofe (hut. Fixed air extinguifhes flame, vegetable and animal life, and! 
ought therefore te be cautioufly managed: like other acids, it changes) 
ihe blue colours of vegetables toa red, and communicates an Regio 
tafte to the water impregnated with it. The attraction of the aérial acid,, 
even to quicklime, is but feeble; as we know of no other acids whatever: : 

: 

| 


| 
\} 


that are not able to difengage it. 

From thefe feveral facts, it will appear obvious, that mild or efferve/-: 
cing alkalies, whether fixed or volatile, are really neutral falts, com-- 
pounded of the aérial acid and purealkali: like other acids, it unites with: 
thefe bodies, diminithes their caufticity, and effects their ‘eryftallifation. . 
in fpeaking, therefore, of pure alkali, we ought to confine ourfelves to) 
thofe in the cau/flic or deatrated {tate ; or, in other words, to thofe which: 
are deprived of their fixed air or aérial acid, with which they formed a 
compound falt. Many other properties of this acid might be mentioned, , i 
but we have now noticed all thofe which we thought were concerned in|) 

De bufinefs of pharmacy. We fhall have occafion to recur to the fubje@ | 
hen we come to the preparation of feveral compound drugs. 
het us next take a view of what pafles in the combinations of acids | | 

with different fubftances. 

If a fixt alkaline falt be united with a vegetable acid, as that of vine- 
£31, into a neutral falt, on adding tothis compound fone marine acid, the ; 

cetousacidwillbe difengaged, fo asto exhale totally in a moderate heat, ; 
seavine the marine in pofleilion of the alkali: the addition of the nitrous | 
will in like manner difpoffefs the marine, which now arifes in its proper ‘| 
white fumes, though without fach an addition it could not be extricated | 
from the alkali by any degree of heat: on the addition of the vitriolic: 
acid, the nitrous gives way in itsturn, exhaling in red refumes, and. 
jeaving only the vitriolic acid and the alkali united together. | 

Again, if any metallic body be diffolved in an acid, the addition of any’ 
earthy body that is diffoluble in that acid wiil precipitate the-metal: a 
volatile alkaline falt will in like manner precipitate the earth : anda fixt: 
alkali will diflodge the volatile; which laft being readily exhalable, by 
heat, the remaining falt will be the fame as if the acid and fixt alkali 
had been joined together at firft, without the intervention of any of o- 
ther bodies, 


ji 


THE power in bodies on which thefe various tranfpofitions and combi- 
nations depend, is called by the chemifts afizity or elective attraction ; 
aterm, like the Newtonian attradion, detigned toexprefs not the caufe, 
but the effect. When an acid fpontaneoufly quits a metal to unite witl 
an alkali, they fay i has a greater affinity or attrafion to the alkali than 
ro the metal: and wheu, convérfively, they fay it hasa greater affinity ta | 
fixe alkali than to thofe of dat volatile kind, they mean only that it will 

unite : 
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unite with the fixt in preference to the volatile; and that if previoufl 
united with a volatile alkali, it will forfake this for a fixtone. 

The doctrine of the affinities of bodies is of very extenfive ufe in the 
chemical pharmacy: many of the officinal proceffles, aswe hall fee here- 
after, are founded onic: feveral of the prepartions turn out very diffe- 
rent from what would be expected by a perfon unacquainted with thefe 
properties of bodies ; and feveral of them, if, from an error in the procefs, 
or other caufes, they prove unfit for the ufe intended, may be rendered 
applicable to other purpofes, by fuch tranfpofitions of their component 
parts as are pointed out by the knowledge of their affinities. | 

We thall here therefore fubjoin a table of the principal affinities obferved 
in pharmaceutical operations, formed chiefly on that of Mr Geoffroy 
( which was publifhed in the Memoirs of the French Academy for the year 
1718), with fuch corrections and additions as later experiments have 
fufnithed. ! , 

The table is thus to be underftood. The fubftance printed in capitals; 
on the top of each feries, has the greateft affinity with that immediately 
under it, a lefs affinity with the next, and fo on to the end of the feries: 
that is, if any of the remote bodies has been combined with the top one, 
the addition of any of the intermediate bodies will difunite them ; the in- 
termediate body uniting with the uppermoft body of the feries, and throw= 
ing out the remote one. Thus in the firft feries of the affinities of water, 
a fixt alkali being placed between the water and inflammable fpirit, it is 
to be concluded, that wherever water and fpirit are mixed together, the 
addition of any fixt alkaline falt will abforb the water, and occafion the 
bs {piritto be feparated. Where feveral fubftances are expreffed in one 
feries, it is to be under{tood, that any one of thofe bodies which are near- 
eft to the uppermoft, will in like manner difengage from it any one of 
ithofe which are more remore. 


i 
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Y. WATER. 


Fixt alkaline falr, 
inflammable fpirit. 


2: WATER. 


inflammable fpirit, 
Volatile alkaline falt. 


3. WaTER.- 


: Inflammahle fpirir, 
Sundry compound falts. 


4. INFLAMMABLE SPIRIT. 


Water, 
Oils and Refins. 


y. ViTRrIoxric Acip. 


inflammable principle, 

Fixt alkaline falts,, 
Calcareous earths calcined, 
Volatile alkaline falts,. 
Calcareous earths uncalcined, 
Zine and Iron, 

Copper, 

Silver. 


6. Nitrous Acrp. 


inflammable principle, 

- Fixt alkaline falts,. 
Calcareous earths calcined, 
Volatile alkaline falts, 
Calcareous earths uncalcined, 
Zinc, 

Prony: © 

Copper, 

Lead, 

Mercury, 

Silver, 

Cam phor. 


7. Marine Activ. 


Fixt alkaline falts, — 
Calcareous earths calcined, 
Volatile alkaline falts, 
Calcareous uncalcined, 
Zinc, 

Tron, 


sae 


~ Ethereal fpirir, 
Acids. 





Tin, 
Regulus of antimony, 


Copper, 


Lead) 
Silver, 
Mercury. 
_ 8. AcETous Acip. 


Tron, 


_ Copper. 


9. ALKALINE Satts. 
Vitriolic acid, : 


_ Nitrous acid, 


Marine acid, 

Vinegar, 

Tartar, 

Aérial acid, ees 
Oils and Sulphar. | 


TO, SocusLe EARTHS, 


Vitriolic acid, 
Nitrous acid, 
Marine. ach. 


Il. INFLAMMABLE PRINCIPLE. 


Nitrous acid, 
Vitriolic acid, 
Metallic fubftances, 
Fixt alkaline falts. 


12.- SULPHUR. 


_ Fixe alkali and Quicklime, 
’ Iron, 


Copper, 

Lead, 

Silver, 

Regulus of Antimony, 
Mercury, 

Arfenic. 


43. Gorn. 


14. MERCURY. 


Marine acid, — 
: ‘Vitriolic 
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Vitriolic acid, 17. CoPpPER. 
Nitrous acid. Vitriolic acid, 
: _ Marine acid, © 

15. LEAD, 4 Nitrous acid. 
Vitriolic acid, ‘a 18. Iron. 
Marine acid, Vitriolic acid, 
Nitrous acid, Marine acid, 
Vinegar, » Nitrous acid, 

Oils. ; ~ Aérial acid.’ 

16. SILVER. _ I9. REGULUS OF ANTIMONY. 
Marine acid, Vitriolic acid, 
Vitriolic acid, Nitrous acid, 
Nitrous acid. ey Marine acid. _ 


We think it may be ufeful to infert here another ‘Fable of fingle 
elective attractions, formed from a‘later and more complete knowledge 
of the fubjeét. It is taken from Dr Webfter’s Syllabus ; and as it prin- 
cipally concerns thofe bodies employed ‘in pharmacy, we think it peculi- 
arly adapted for this work. We have, however, delivered itin thecom- 
mon nomenclature of the art. Dr Webfter’s method is more fhorr, and 
may be feen in the Syllabus alluded to. 3 abr i oe 
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Silver, (tron, ‘Lead, ‘Fixed alkali, 
iMercury, _, [Fixed alkali, Tron, _ JHepar fulphuris, | 
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Lead, Mag nefia, 
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Zinc, Effential oils, 
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Iron, 


Tin. 
























Tartarous acid, 
{Muriatie acid, 
Vitriolic acid, 
Nitreus acid, 


| Vitriolic acid, 
| Tartarous acid, 


\Tartarous acid, 
iVitriolic acid, 






- {Unéuons oils. : 
ee Volatile alkali, 
{Unétuous oils. 
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Antimony. 


* Water. 


Silver. 





RSE. aa QR 





Mariatic acid, | Mariaticacid, { Muriatic acid, | Vegetable alkali, 

Vitriolated acid, | Vitriolicacid, | Vitriolic acid, | Mineral alkali, 
&e. Tartarous acid, &c, Volatile alkali, 

Nitrous acid, Alcohol. — 

&c. 









Bestipes thefe cafes of fingle elective attraction, there are alfocafes of 
what is called double elective attraction. Thefe compofe a table, in all the 
cafes of which there are two compounds decompofed, and two new ones 
produced in their ftead. We hall take for our example the firft cafe in 
our table: If a plate of iron be put into a folution of vitriol of copper, the 
acid of the vitriol quits the copper and feizes upon the iron, whilft the phlo- 
gifton of the iron attaches itfelf to the calx of the eopper. We have now, 
then, a vitriol of iron and metallic copper; that is to fay, inftead of vi- 
triol of copper and a plate of iron, we have now a plate of copper and a 
vitriol of iron. As all chemical compofitions and decompofitions depend 
on thefe fingle or double eledtive attractions, we fhall, for the fake of thofe 
more advanced in the ftudy of chemiftry, here fubjoin a Table of Double 
Elective Attractions, extraéted from the Syllabus of Dr Webfter: but as 
his terms may appear difficult to beginners, we have illuftrated the feve- 
veral cafes by a fingle familiar example from each divifion. Caf 

M : Cafes 
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Cafes of Dousie Elective Attraction. 
By WATER, 


Nene reap EERSEN aN annaE 
a. Phiogifticated iron with 


lx. Phlogifticated copper and. 
Vitriolated copper, 


Vitriolated iron. 
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2. Acidated earth or metal w with om | 
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 omaaang 


2. Acidated alkali and 
Aérated earth or metal. 





Aérated alkali, 

















2. 3. Acidated volatile alkali 
with & 
Aérated fixed alkalior earth, 
4 Vitriolated alkali, magniefia, 
or clay, with 
Nitrated, falited, or preiates 


and 
Aérated volatile alkali. 
4. Witriolated lime and 
 Nitrated, falited, or aceta- 
ted alkali, magnefia, or 



















































































lime, - clay. 
5. “Vitriolated or falited alkali 5. Vitriolated or falited lead, 
orearth with = Gi mercury, or filver, and 
Nitrated, or acetated lead, ne Nitrated or acetated alkali 
mercury, or filver, or earth. 
6. Vitriolated, nitrated, or ace- | | 6.Vitriolated, nitrated, or ace- 
tated alkali, earth, or me- tated filver, and 
tal, with |  Salited alkali, earth, or me- 
Salited filver, rele, 
7. Vitriolated vegetable alkali : | 7. Vitriolated lime, lead, or 
with | filver, and 
salted lime, lead, or filver, Salited vegetable alkali. 
‘8. Tartarifed or acetated vege- | | 8. Tartariied or acetated mere 
table alkali with be cury and 
Nitrated mercury, | J * {. _Nitrared vegetable alkali. 
; By HEAT 
¥. Vittiolated volatile alkali 7 pas Vittiolated fixed alkali 
with | | i yy aed & 
Nitrated, falited, or aceta- | ‘Nitrated, falited, or aceta- 
ted fixed alkali. 3 ted volatile alkali. 
3. Vitriolated, nitrated, or fa- | 2. Vitriolated, nitrated, or fa- 
lited volatile alkali, with | Give < _ lited fixed alkali, or lime, 
Acetated flint, alkali, or : or and 


Acetated volatile alkali. 
H 3. Vitriolated mineralalkali & 
Salited mercury. 


hime, ue 


spenciing, tener wiaemens 


. Vitriolated: mercury ie 
Salited mineral. alkali, 





ty 1 
4 Salited mereury with a | . Salited antimony sad 
Sulphurated antimony, | Sulphar ated mercury. 





3. Acidated fixed alkali or ark a 
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Familiar Examples of a fingle Cafe in each of the oppofite Divifions. 
By WATER. 


x. Iron in its metallic ftate 
s _ Vitroh of copper, 

















1. Copper in its metallic ftate 
and Vitriol of iron. 




















2. Vitriolated tartar and 
Common mapnefia. 


2. Epfom falt with 
Mild vegetable alkali, 
3. Glauber’s fale 

: and | 
Mild volatile alkali. — 





is 








| 8 


3. Vitriolic ammoniac 
with 
Mild mineral alkali, 

















4. Vitriolated tarar 


4. V4 folic felenite 
with Ae 


Nitrous felenite, 








| 





and 
Saltpetre. 


with 
Mercurial nitre, 














6. Lunar cauftic™ ee 
* and per 
Cubic nitre. : ae 


eS & 


6. Saltpetre . 
| with ae ae 
Luna cornea, . eh 
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7. WVitriol of filver 
and 
Febrifugal fale. 


ese 


4. Vitriolated tartar 
with 
Luna cornea, © 


5. V jiriolated: tartar 
: Give 








8. Regenerated tartar 
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Wit 
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8. Acetous mercurial falt 
and 
Saltpetre. 


Ser S| 


. VirrioreF mercury o 


‘Mercurial nitre, 


Erase 
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x. Vitriolicammoniac 1. Common fal ammoniac 
with , fe and 
Common fait, -Glauber’s falr. 
2. Vitriolic ammoniac — | 2. Acetous ammioniacal falr 
“ with 76 Give and 
Regenerated tartar, sate Vitriolated tartar. 
3. Vitriol of mercury with oo Glauber’ s +s tal and 
Common falt, es Sublimate corrofive mercury. 
4. Crade antimony with | 4. Butter of antimony and 
Sublimate corrofive mercury, Fadtitiots cinnabar. 


el Saks _ty 


“CHAP. 








ee ee | | SRO Sone RUA 





en a Te Tee ap aT Oe ae ae oe ee 


4% Elements of Pharmacy. Part. I. 
C.H APP 2 OR. IL 


Of the Pharmaceutical Apparatus. — 


N E of the principal parts of the pharmaceutic apparatus confifts in 
\ J contrivances for containing and applying fire, and for directing and 
regulating its power. Of thefe contrivances, called furzaces, there are 


different kinds, according to the conveniency of the place, and the parti- 


colar parpofes they are intended to anfwer. We fhall here endeavour to 


give a general idea of their ftruéture, and of the principles on which 


they are built. ‘i 


“s FURNACES. 
2 


Tue fimple furnace is the common ftove, otherwife called the fur- 
nace for OPEN FIRE. This is ufually made of an iron hoop, five or fix 
inches deep; with a grate or fome iron bars acrofs the bottom, for fup- 
porting the fuel. Ic either ftands upon feet, fo as tobe moveable from 
place to place ; or is fixt in brickwork. In this laft cafe, a cavityis left 
under the grate, for receiving the afhes that drop through it; and an 
apertore or door, in the forepart of the ath-pit, ferves both for allowing 
the afhes to be occafionally raked out, andfor admitting air to pafs up 
through the fuel. This furnace is defigned for fuch operations as re- 
quire only a moderate heat; as infufion, decoction, and the evaporation 
of liquids. The veffel, containing the fubject matter, is fupported over 


the fire by atrevet. Fig. 1. 


A Risk hoop or body, cylindrical, parallelopipedal widening up. 
wards, elliptical, or of other figures; formed of, or lined with, fuch 
materials as are capable of fuftaining a ftrong fire: witha grate and 
afh-pit beneath, as in the preceding ; and communicating at the top 
with a perpendicular pipe or chimneygamakesa WIND FURNACE. Fig, 


The greaterthe perpendicular height of the chimney, the greater will 


be the draught of air through the furnace, and the more intenfely will the 


fire burn; provided the width of the chimney is fufficient to allow a free 





\ 


batik Lt 


thar the fire may be more or lefs raifed again, by more or lefs opening 
thofe paflages.2@A moveable plate, or REGISTER, in any convenient part 


of the chimney, affords commodious means of varying the width of the | 


paflage, and confequently of regulating the heat. Thisis moft convenient. 
ly accomplifhed by keeping the afh-pit door entirely fhut,and regulating the 
heat bya range of holes in a-damping plate ; each hole is provided witha 
proper pin, whereby we may fhotit at pleafure. Thefe holes may bemade 


to bear a certain proportion to each other; the fmalleft being confidered 


as one, the next to it in fize muft have twice the opening, the next to 
that double of the fecond, &c. and fo on to the number of feven or eight; 
and by combining thefe holes varionfly together, we can admit any quantity 
of air fromi to128; as 1. 2. 4. 8. 16. 32.64. 128. See Fig. 7. and 8 


THERE are two general kinds of thefe wind-furnaces; one, with the 
chimney on the top, over the middle of the furnace, (fig. 2.); the other, 
with the pe on one fide, and the mouth clear, (fig. 3.) — : 

In the firft, either the upper part of the furnace is contracted to fuch 
an aperture, that the chimney may fit upon it; or it is coveredywith an 
arched dome, or with a flat plate, having a like aperture in the middle. 
As in this difpofition of the chimney, the infide of the furnace cannot be 


come.at from above, a door is made in the fide, - a little above the grate, | 


for fupplying fuel, infpecting the matter in the fire, &c. Fig. 2. 


For performing Fusions in this furnace, the crucible, or melting vef- 
fel, is placed immediately among the fuel, with a flip of brick, or fome 


other like fupport, between it and the grate, to keep the cold air, which 
enters underneath, from ftriking on its bottom. 

When defignedas a REVERBERATORY, that is for diftillation in long 
necks or coated glafs retorts, two iron bars are placed acrofs, above the 
fire, for fupporting the veffel, whofe neck comesout at an aperture made 
for that purpofe in the fide. This aperture fhould be made in the fide 
oppofite to that in which is the door abovementioned ; or at leaft fo re- 
mote from it, that the receiver, fitted on the neck of the diftilling veffel 


without the furnace, may not lie in the operator’s way when he wants | 


to ftir the fire, or throw in frefh fuel. Fig. 4. | 





back part near the top, either withvan upright pipe of its own, or with 
the chimney of the room; in which laft cafe, all other paflages into the 
chimney muft be clofed up. Here the mouth of the furnace ferves for a 


2 ° . o. s e ‘ 
_ The other kind of either win orig 9 by an aperture in its 


door, which may be occafionally covered with a plate or tile. Of this 


kind is the farnace moft commonly ufed for fufion in a crucible. Fig. 3. 


Tuts laft conftrugtion, by leaving the mouth of the furnace clear, affords 


the conveniency of letting into it a boiling or evaporating pan, a copper. 
_ ftill, an iron por for diftilling hartfhorn, an iron fand-pot, or other like 


_-veffels, of fach a fize that they may be fupported on the furnace by their 


rims. The mouth being thus occupied by the veffeis, a door mut be 


imade in the fide for fupplying and ftirring the fuel. 

Wihena furnace of this kind isdefigned only for a /and-dath, it is moft 
commodious to have the/fand placed on a lony iron plate, furnithed witha 
ledge of freeftone or brick-workat each fide. The mouth of the furnace 
! 18 


- 
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is to be clofely covered by one end of this plates and the canal by: which 
the farnace:communicates with its chimney, is to be lengthened agd car- 

. ried along under che plate, the plate forming the upper fide ofthe'canal. 
In this kind of fand-bath, digeftions, &c. requiring different secvees of 
heat, may be carried on at once; for the heat decreafes gradually from 
the end over the furnace tothe other. Fig. ‘Se 

When large veilels, as /fid/s and iron-pots for diftilling hartfhorn and 
aquafortis, are fixed in furnaces, a-confiderable part of the bottom of 
the veffel is commonly made to reft upon folid brick-work. 

The large till, whofe bottom is narrow in proportion: to its height, 
and whofe weight, when charged with liquor, requires great part ef it to 
be thus fapporced, expofes but a fmall furface to the-action of the fire un- 
derneath. To make up for this lifadvantage, the heat, which rifes at 
the further end of a long narrow grate, is conveyed. all round the fides 

_of the veflel by a fpiral catlal, which communicates at top with a com- 

“mon chimney. 

po Bhe pots. for diftilling hartfhern and aquafortis in thé large way, have 
an heir great weight borne up three {trong pins or trunions at 
equal diitances round the pot towards the middle reaching into a brick- 

work; fo that lefs fupport being neceflary underneath, a greater furface 

of the wide bottom lies expoied to the immediate aétion of the fire. 


ira farnace, communicating with its chimney: by a lateral canal, as in 
~ the fand-farnace abovementioned, be carried to a confiderable height 
above the part where this canal enters it, and if it be filled with fuel to 
the top, and clofely covered, the fuel will burn no higher than upto the 
upper fide of the canal through which the air pafles off ; and in proportion 
as this tower part of the fuel confuimes, it willbe fapplied by that above, 
which falls down in its place. Hence in this farnace, called an athanor, 
ant .. ae be kept up for a confiderable Ms of time without 
ince. 
le tower of tie athanor, or chee part which receives the fuel, iscom- 
monly made to widen a little downwards, that the coals may fall the 
more freely; but not fo much as that the part on fire. at bottem may be - 
too f{trongly prefled. A finall aperture is made oppofite to the canal or 
~ flue, or anumber of openings, accordiftg to the fize of the furnace andthe 
degree of heat required for.fupplying the air, which is more convenient- 
ly admitted in this manner than through the grate, as the interftices of 
the grate are in time choaked up by the ahes. 

This furnace is defigned only for heating bodies exterior foi. les 
canal or flue, as in the fand- furnace already defcribed, pafles under a 
fand-bath or water-bath ; at the farther end of which it tifes perpendi- 
cularly to fuch a height, ag may occafion a fafficient draught of air 
through the fire. 

The flue may be fo wide as to enrtulond! to the swine height of the 
fire-place. A regifter or fliding-plate, placed between the flue and the 
furnace, enables us to increafe or diminith this height, and confequently 
the quantity of fire at. pleafare. If the {pace beneath 1 
tothe ground, the heat in this cavity ia be confic pile ‘enough te to be — 
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Chap. II. Pharmaceutical Apparatus. — " 


With regard to the materials of furnaces, the fixed ones are built of 
bricks, cemented together by fome good loam or*clay. Any kind of 
Joam or clayey compofition that is of a proper degtee of tenacity, which, 
when made into a pafte with water, and well-worked, does not ftick to 
the fingers, and which when thoroughly dried, neither cracks nor melts 
ina vehement fire, is fit for this ufe. The purer and more tenacious 
clays require to have their tenacity leffened by an admixture of fand, or 
rather of the fame kind of clay burnt and grofsly powdered. : 

_ Smaller portable furnaces are made of {trong iron or copper plates, i 
ined to the thicknefs of an inch or more with ‘the fame kind of clayey. 
compofition; which for this nfe may be beaten with pout horfe- -dung, 
chopped ftraw, or cut hair or tow. ® J 
| Wery commodious portable furnaces, for a bulthers of moderate ex- 
jtent, may be formed alfo of the larger kind of the common black-lead ; 
jmelting-pots; by cutting a door at the bottom of the pot yr the afh- a. * 
janother above this for the fire-place, and introducing a circular iron 
grate of fuch a fize that it may reft between the two doo A particu- 
ia account of the method of preparing thefe furnace: for different ufes 
may be feen in the firft part of the Commercium Philofophico- technicum 

iof Dr Lewis: They are, however, liable, by the repetition of violent — 
heats, t to a kind of calcination like inflagrnrable fabftances; and the heat 

lis not regulated with fufficient exactnefs. ee . Sr ae 
| Inconfideration of thefe inconveniences, Dr Black has contrived one 

jof the moft fimple and elegant furnaces with which we are yet acquaint- 
ied. Befides its durability, it ill be found, how but one Ne ae 
to anfwer all the purpofes either 


Plate 1. Fig. 7. and 8. 4 oe wane 
Le : , a Beart 
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| r EXPLANATION f PLATE L : 





| Fig. a. A-common fove which ftands on feet, and is “moveable fromcac’ 
\place to place. : j a Be men 
| A, ‘The body of the fove. ‘ Gah 
: B, les feet. a je Bes eaat a ek oo eee 

C, The grate, which is char ated in a Dr Black’s is ae to ha after- . a 


| eds defcribed, and which we would recommend: as the belt fo. 
ind of portable furnace. . ae be 





} 





| Fig. 2. A wind- furnace. 
| 4) Rs dotiesn. 


; B, The door for fupplying fuel, and placing the matter to be wronght 


| 


n. 
ene, The chimney. 

" D, The door of the afh-pir. = ! 
| E, The regifter, or damping-plate. * ~ 





| Fig. 3 » "The furnace moft commonly nfed for foGon i in a crucible. Pig 
WAS The beginning of its chimney from the back-part. © 

| B, The mouth of the furnace, ferving ¢ as the door. 
| C, The hale i 2 : 
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A, The iron bars, which cannot well be fhown, but may very salt 
be conceived. 

B, A retort, fupported on the bars. 

C, The neck of the retort, coming out at an aperture of the furnace 
in the oppolite fide of the door B, Fig. 2. | 






Fig. 5. Plan of a wind-furnace when defigned for a fand-bath. 
A, A long iron plate, one end of which clofely fhuts the mouth of thet 
furnace. 
B, A ledge of free-ftone or brick-work. 
C, The mouth of the canal. 
D, the door for admitting fuel. 
Regifters, &c. as in other furnaces. 


¥ 


Fig. 6, An athanor. 

A, The tower, which has a cover at the top B when nfed. 

C, The fire-place. 

D, The afh-pit. 

E, E, An pA at frame of metal or {tone connected to the tower A. — 

F, F, Achamber connected to the fire-place C, and continned up tes 
the chimney G. Above this chamber the reft of the frame is lined with: 
iron. | 

H, H, Which being covered with fund, and heated by the long range? 
of fire j in the chamber below, forms the fand- heat. j 

I, The repifter : e 


Fig. 7. and 8. Dr Black’s furnace. To render our defcription of this: 
inftrument as fimple as poilible, let the reader fuppofe that the body of! 
_ the common ftove, fig. 1. is made of an oval form, and clofed at each 
end by a thick iron plate. The upper plate or end of the furnace is per-- 
_forated with two ‘holes: one of thefe, A, is pretty large, and is often the: 

mouth of the furnace ; the other hole B, is of an oval form, and is intended | 
for ferewing down the vent upon. ) 

The undermoft plate or end of the furnace has only one-cireular hole, : 
_4omewhat nearer to one end of the ellipfe than the other;. hence a line: 
palling through the centre of both circular holes has a little obliquity for- 
wards: this is fhown in fig. 8. which is a fection of the body of the fur- 
nace, and exhibits one half of the upper and one halfof the under nearly 
correfponding holes. The afh-pit, fig..7. and 8. C, is made of an ellip- 
tical form like-the furnace; but is femewhat wider, fo thar the bottom 
of the furnace goes within the brim; and a little below there isa hor- 
der, D, fig. 8. that receives the bottom of the furnace. Except the 
holes of the damping-plate E, fig. 7. and 8. the parts are all clofe by 
means of a quantity of foft lute, upon which the body of the furmace is 





-_prefled down, whereby the joining is made quite tight: for itis to be 





obferved, thatin this furnace the body, afh-pit, vent, and grate, are all 
 feparate pieces as the farnace comes from the hands of the workman. 
The grate C, fig. 1. is made to apply to the outfide of the lower part or 
circular hole: it confifts of aring fet upon its edge, and bars likewife” 
fet on their edges. From the outer part of the ring proceed four pieces: 
_ of iron, by means of which it canbe {crewed on: it is thus kept out of 
the Sat of the net aud vee from the alee of the heat, 
ye * oceche 
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whereby it lafts much longer. The fides of the furnace are Juted, to con- 
fine the heat, and to defend the iron from the a@‘on of it. The luting is 
fo managed, that the infide of the furnace forms iu fome meafure the 
figure of an inverted truncated cone. 

We have thus combined the two figures 7. and 8. in order to defcribe 


_ as exactly as poflible this furnace in its entire ftate ; but to prevent con- 


fufion, it muft be underftood, thar fig. 7. reprefents the body of the fur- 
nace with its bottom received within the afh-pit. Asin this figure, 
then, we could not exhibit the bottom of the furnace, we have in fig. 8. 
fuppofed the body of the furnace to be cut down through its middle; 
whereby one half of the undermoft hole, with a proportional part of the 
grate G applied to it, is exhibited along with, and nearly oppofed to, 


one half of the upper hole F; the fame hole which in fig. 7. is reprefent- 


ed in its entire ftate by A. By fig.8. then, the relation of the upper and 
under holes to one another isexplained. It is alfo to be underftood, that 
the ath-pit of fig. 8. is nor, like the body of the furnace, divided in its 
middle, but is the afh-pit of fig. 7. only detached from the bottom of 
the furnace, in order to reprefent the border D, on which the bottom of 
the furnace is received. 

Now to adapt this furnace to the different operationsinchemiftry, we 
may firft obferve, that for a melting furnace we need only provide a co- 
vering for the upper hole A, which in this cafe is made the door of the 
furnace. As this hole is immediately over the grate, it is very conve- 
nient for introducing and examining from time to time the fubftances 
that are to be acted upon. The cover for the door may bea flat and 


fquare tyle or brick. Dr. Black ufually employs a fort of lid made of | 


plate-iron with a rim that contains a quantity of luting. The degree of 
heat will be greater in proportion as we heighten the vent B, and to the 
number of holes we openin the damping-plate E; by this means the fur- 
nance may be employed in moft operations in the way of aflaying ; and 
though it does not admit of the introduction of a muffle, yer if a {mall 
piece of brick is placed upon its one end in the middle of the grate, and 
if large pieces of fuel are employed, fo that the air may have free paflage 
through it, metals may be aflayed in this furnace without coming in 
contact with the fuel. It may therefore be employed in thofe operations 
for which a mufile is unfed; and in this way lead and fundry other metals 
may be brought totheir proper calces. aif, 
When we with to employ this furnace for thofe diftillations requiring 
anintenfe heat, the earthen retort is to be fufpended by means of an iron 
ring, having three branches ftanding up from it, fig. 9. This ring hangs 
down from the hole A about one half foot; fo that the bottom of the re- 
cortrefts upon the ring, and is immediately hang over the fuel. The 


opening between the mouth of the furnace A is filled up with broken cru-, 


cibles or potfherds, and thefe are covered over with afhes, which tran{mic 
the heat very flowly. This furnace, then, anfwers for diitillations per- 
formed with the naked fire. Dr Black has alfo had fome of them pro- 
vided with a hole in the fide from which the neck of the retort iflued ; 
and in this way he has diftilled the phofphoras of urine, which requires 

a very ftrong hear. Seed a te - 
For difiilations with retorts, prays in the fund-bath, there is an 
we Ege OL he eae OT 
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iron-pot (fig. 10.) fitted for the opening of the furnace A, and this is 
employed asa fand-pot.. In thefe diftillations the vent B ‘becomes the 
door of the furnace, and it is more eafily kept tight than when on the 
fide. When it thus ferves for the door, it may be covered with a lid of 
charcoal and clay. . 

This furnace anfwers very well too for the common ftill; part ee which 
may be made to enter the opening A, and hang over the fire. In this 
cafe, likewife, the vent B is the door of the furnace, by which frefh fuel 
is to be added: but in ordinary diftillations it is never neceflary to add 
frefh fuel; and-even in the diftillation of mercury, phofphorus of urine, 
and indeed during any procefs whatever, the furnace generally contains 
_fufficient to finifh the operation; fo effectaall y is the heat preferved from 
diffipation, and the confumption of the fuel is fo very flow. 





On the fubject of furnaces,’ we cannot pafs over a very excellent one 
contrived by Dr Price. Though it is perhaps not neceflary in the lefs 
operofe proceffes in pharmacy; yet we think an explanation of it may be 
entertaining and ufeful to many of our readers. The plate of this inftru- 
ment is taken from an excellent drawing 1 in the poffeffion of our ingenious 
friend Dr stasis 


me 


EXPLANATION of Pirate Il. 


Turis furnace confifts of four feparate pieces: the body, or largeftcy- 
linder, divides in two at the part marked M. The outermoft or largeft 
furnace is made of the compofition ufually employed in England for ma- 
fting the blue crucibles, but with a larger proportion of clay. It is 
ftrongly braced with iron as expreffed in the drawing, with fcrews to 
tighten the circular'braces, which prefs on and fecure the vertical bars. 
Thefe bars are terminated ateach end by a clamp, which could not very 
well be expreffed in the draught. The front of the furnace is alfo fecu- 
red in the part moft liable to fuffer by the expanfion in heating with an 
iron plate. 

In the lower divifion is placed atripod with a ‘pail ring, which fup- 
ports a grate which may occafionally be changed. The tripod, by means 
of pieces of brick placed under the legs, may be raifed according to the 

intended depth of the fire. 

In the larger furnace, as thus defcribed, may be placed a fill, fand- 
por, water-bath, evaporating veffel, and the like. The fire is to be fed 
by the aperture. B, and the fmoke pafles off by the flue C, whofe di- 

-Mmenfions are hhown by the dotted lines. The fire is eafily regulated, by 
taking partly or entirely out the doors of the air draughts D and F. 
A muffle may be placed and worked at B, this aperture being made 

of a proper fhape for that purpofe, the fuel being put in attop. The 
muffle being removed, a retort may be placed fo as to have its neck pafs- 
ed through the fame aperture; and if it be an earthern or coated glafs 
one, may be worked in the naked fire, or with what iscalleda fire of fup- 
preflion. 

This larger fitndhe may be alfo nfed as a wind- furnace, or melting- 
furnace ; but is rather larger thancommon experiments require: it will, 
however, givé a very firong heat when employed for that purpofe. : 
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The cylinder marked A, fic. 3. is compofed of a thick iron plate pro- 
perly faftened to two rings of iron connected by perpendicular bars, to 
whick alfo the plate is ftrongly rivetted. 

It is ftuck very full of nails, whofe points projecting inwardly: shold 
pieces of crucibles put between them edgewife ; and thefe are covered, 

with a luting of Wincfor loam, Stourbridge clay, and fome olafs-prinders 
fand, which par tly vitrifying, renders the w yhole very compact. 
This cylinder is put into the other, fupported on the grate, and. fo 
placed that its apertures may correfpond with thofe of the larger. | 
It thus affords a furnace in which a fmaller fand-pot retort, or muffle, 
may be worked, asin the former. It is. a much more convenient wind-| 
farnace, being fed at. top, and the mouth of it covered with a kind of 
tile of the fame materials with the outer furnace, which is to flide back- 
wards and forwards over it. This method of charging a wind-furnace 
is much preferable to that of putting in the crucibles and fuelthro’ a door 
laterally. 

In this furnace a very intenfe heat may be excited, which ‘the air- 
draughts will afford the operator means of regulating to the greateft ex- 
actnefs. By a proper choice of fuel, and fome addrefs in managing the 
fire, the moft. refractory metals (platina perhaps excepted) may ‘be iufed 
in it. The regulus of manganefe has been obtained in it ; and fteel melts 
without a flux in a few minutes. 

It fhould be obferved that the fize of the flue is full large, and there- 
fore it may be occafionally clofed, partly by pieces of brick of different 
fizes according to the intended purpofe. 

The fmaller cylinder, marked C in the plan (fig. 2.), is compofed as 
that jaft defcribed, but without the aperture for the muflle, though it 
would not be amifs to have a fimilar but fmaller aperture in thisalfo. It 
would thus work a little {till, fand-pot, bath, &c. but its flue fhould be 
confiderably narrowed with flips of brick or tiles. 

Asa melting-furnace it anfwers very well for any heat not much greater 
than that of melting caftiron. Itcan with care be made to fufe fteel. Te 
feems particularly adapted to experiments on {mall quantities of metal, 
glafs, or the like, as it requires little fuel, and yet gives a fufficient heat. | 

The grate of this cylinder is faftened to it, and it reits on three {mall 
projections on the outfide at top, by which it catches on og ring of doe 
fecond cylinder, and thus hangs in it. 

It fhould be obferved, that when thefe cylinders are Sea the upper 

— junéture fhould be pointed round and well clofed with fire- Inte’; 3 and it 
would be advantageous to {prinkle in fome charcoal-duft, which will 
tend, both by excluding air and by other means, to prevent the fcorifica- 
tion of thei iron, and may perhaps be of fome little ufe in retaining the hear, 
or at leaft will binder the cold air from coming up and chilling the fides. 

The chimney of this furnace is about eight feet high and nearly fix 
inches fquare in the area of its cavity ; but, if circumftances had permit- 
ted, it fhould have been at leaft twelve feet high and much thicker than 
it is. However, with thefe difadvantages, it works very well ; but would 
probably give a much fiercer heat, had the fituation of it faffered the 





‘chimney to be more lofty and maflive. mh 
The conftruction of this furnace requir esa lateral fines ‘This fhould be 
F 3 Brougly 
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ftrorigly braced with iton in the part néar the furnace; for otherwife it 
will infallibly fall co pieces after the furnace has been ufed fora few times. 

Let it be remarked, that opening all the air-dratghts and unftopping 
the flué does vot produce thé eteatett heat, for reafons which thofé who 
have ftudied the principles of the excitation of fire can readily aflig¢n, but 
which cannot be briefly explained to others. Theif fize is, however, 
proper on othet accounts. 

It fhould be further noticed, that if this kind of furnace be made on a 
fmaller feale, it would require an enlargement of the flue and door to 
more than the proportional fize; and that when made very fmall, the 
third cylinder may of courfe be omitted; but the bracing ftrongly, and 
luting, are indifpenfably requifite in furnaces of every dimenfion. 


RaTus. 


WHuHeEreE a flrong degree of heat is requifite, as in the fufion of metals, 
&c. the veflel containing the fubject-matter is placed among the burning 
fuel, or immediately over it: this is called operating in a naked fire. 
Where a f{maller heat is {ufficient, and the veflel employed is eithér of 
glais, or of the more tender kinds of earthen ware, the fand-bath or wa- 
ter-bath is ufed to defend the veffel from the immediate action of the 
fire, and to render the heat lefs fluctuating. 

Both thefe baths have their particular advantages and inconveniences. 
In water, the heat is equal through every part of the fluid : whereas in 
fand, it varies in different parts of one perpendicular line, decrealing 
from the bottom to the top. Water cannot be madé te receive, or to 
tran{mit to veifels immerfed in it, abové a certain dégree of heat, viz. 
that which is fufficient to make it boil ; and hence it fecures effectually 
againft any danger of an excefs of heat in thofe operations wherein the 
product would be injured by a heat greater than of boiling water : but 
this advantage renders it ufelefs for procefles which require a greater 
heat, and for which fand or other folid intermedia are neceflarily em- 
ployed. There is this convenience alfo in the fand-bath, that the heat 
may be readily diminifhed or increafed about any particular veflel, by 
raifing it higher out of the fand or finking it deeper ; that different fub- 
jects may be expofed to different degrees of heat from one fire ; and 
that it keeps the veflels fteady. The fand made choice of fhould be a 
large coarfe-grained kind, feparated from the finer parts by wafhing, 
and from little {tones by the fieve. 


‘Coatine of Grasses, Lutes. 


“Some proceffes require to be performed with glafs velfels in a naked 
fire. For thefe purpofes, veflels made of the thinneft glafs fhould be cho- 
fen ; for thefe bear the fire, without cracking, much better than thofe 
which are thicker, and in appearance ftronger. Tats, | 

All glaffes, or other veffels that are apt to crack in the fire, muft be 
cautioufly nealed, that is, heated by flow degrees: and whien the procefs 
is finifhed, they fhould be as flowly cooled, unlefs where the veiffel is tobe 
broken to get out the preparation, as in fome fublimations: in this cafe it 
is moré advifible to expofe the hot glafs fuddenly to the cold air, which 

$ will | 


N 
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will foon occafion it to crack, than to endanger throwing down the fubli- 
med matter among the feces by a blow. 

As adefence from the violence of the fire, and to prevent the contact 
of cold air on fupplying freth fuel, &c. the glafs is to be coated over to 
the thicknefs of about half a crown, with Windfor loam, foftened with 
water ifito a proper confiftence, and beaten up with fome horfe-dung, 
or with the other clayey compofitions abovementioned. 

Thefe compofitions ferve alfo as a lute, for fecuring the junctures of the 
veffels in the diftillation of the volatile falts and fpirits of animals: for the 
diftillation of acid fpirits, the matter may be moiftened with a folution of 
fixed alkaline falt inftead of water. For moft other purpofes, a piece of 

wet bladder, or a pafte of flour and water, or of linfeed meal (that is the 
cake left after the expreflion of oil of linfeed), are fufficient lutes. 

Sometimes clay and chalk are mixed up into a pafte, and fpread upon 
flips of paper ; add fometimes gum arabic is ufed inftead of theclay, and 
mixéd up in the fame manner. 

Wet bladders contract fo ftrongly by drying, that they not unfre- 
quently break the veffels: And the fat lute of Mr Macquer, which is a 
compofition ef clay and chalk with oil, is too clofe for moft operations. 
Where very elaftic fteams are to be condenfed, we are often obliged, 
even whenthe common lutes are employed, to leave or make an opening 
which may be occafionally ftopped bya plug: By this means we give 
paffage to a part of thefe vapours, which prevents the burfting of the ve- 
fels and facilitates the condenfation of the reft. If we with to collect 
incondenfible vapours, we receive them into a jar inverted undera bafon 
of water, or quickfilver, as directedin our Analylis of Vegetables by fire. 

Befides thefe, there is alfo required fome other kinds of lutes for 
joining veifels together in operations requiring a {trong heat, and for li- 
ning furnaces. Four parts of fandandone of clay anfwers belt for luting: 
but for lining the infide of furnaces, fix or feven parts of fand to one of 
clay is neceflary, in order to prevent the contraction and confequent 
eracking of the clay, which it moft readily does when freeft of fand. Be- 
fides this lure immediately next tothe fire, three parts by weight, of char- 
coal, to one of common clay, are firft mixedin a dry powder, and as much 
water is to be added as will make them form into balls of theo nfiftence 
of faow: thefe balls are beat very firm and compact, by means: f a ham- 
mer oft the infide of the furnace, to the thicknefs of abont one ineh anda 
half : che other lute is fpread over this to about the thickne({s of half an 
inch: and this too is beat folid by means of a hammer, and allowed to 
dry flowly, that all cracks and fiflures may be prevented. After the bo- 
dy of the farnace, is this lined, the vent is applied and lined in the fame 
ihanher; and the whole being dried, which requires a long time, a fire 
is kindled in the furnace, which is gradually heated a day or two, and 
then is raifed to the preateft intenfity: By thefe means the whole luting 
acquifes a hardnefs equal to that of free-ftone. “Thefe are the lutes re- 
eommended and ufed by Dr Black; and, except for fome operations in 
metallurgy, he feems to have been the firft who thonghtof employing | 

jchareoal as an ingredient for the litting of furnaces. 

The few fimple lates, here defcribed, will be found to anfwer all the 

| purpolesof the more oferofe compofitionhs recommended for thefe inten- 
tions by the chemical writers. 
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VESSELS. 


In this place, we fhall only give the operator a few general cautions | 
with regard to the matter of the veffels defigned for containing the fub-. 
ject ; and refer theitdefeription to the plates, and to the account of the: 

_ operations in-which they are employed. | 

Metalline veflels poffefs the advantage of being able to bear fudden al-. 
terations of heat and cold, and of being very ftrong, fo as to be capable: 
of confining elaftic {teams: but except thofe made of gold or filver they’ 
are readily corroded by acids, even by the milder ones of the vegetable: 
kingdom. Copper veflels are corroded alfo by alkaline liquors, and by 


~ fome neutral ones, as folutions of fal ammoniac. Iris obfervable, that ve-- 


~ getable acids do not aét upon this metal by boiling, fomuch as by flanding : 


in the cold; for even lemon juice may be boiled in a clean copper veffel, , 
without receiving from it any tafte or ill quality ; whereas, in the cold, it: 
foon difflolves fo much as to contract a pernicious taint. ‘The tin, with: 
which copper-veffels are ufually lined, gives likewife a fenfible impreg-. 
nation to acid juices; and this impregnation alfo is probably not innocent, , 
more efpecially as a quantity of lead is commonly mixed with the tin. 
From the want of tranfparency in thefe veflels, we are alfo deprived of: 
the advantage of feeing the, ditferent changes during the operation. 

The earthen veffels poffefs none of the defirable qualities for chemi-- 
cal operations, except thatof fuftaining very violent degrees of heat, with-- 
out being melted or otherwife changed. ‘Thefe veffels are lefs liable to) 
external cracks from fudden applications of heat and cold, when they are: 
made with a certain proportion of fand, than with pure clay. Black-lead, , 
too, mixed with the clay, makes the veflels fuftain violent degrees and fud-- 
den alterations of heat {urprifingly well: crude clay, reduced toa kind of | 

_fand by violent heat, and then mixed with raw ciay, is alfo found to fur-. 
nifh vefiels excellently fitted for thofe operations where fand might be: 
corroded : but of all kinds of earthen-ware, the moft perfect is procelain,, 
compofed of the fineft clay mixed with a {tony matter capable of melting; 
ina violent heat: This, however, is toocoftly an article for general ufe.., 

mur difcovered a method of imitating porcelain, by melting thecoar-. 
afs with a mixture of fand and clay: this has been found to) 
of the colour of porcelain, to be much {trongerthan glafs, and! 
fhe moft fudden changes of heat and cold that we have occafion) 
to apply. There has not hitherto been any manufadure of this ware ;; 
and till then it will not propably come into general ufe, 
~The common earthen veffels are of a loofe porous texture; and hence: 
are apt to imbibe a confiderable quantity of certain liquids particularly off 
thofe of the faline kind ; which foon difcover their penetrating the veffel,, 
by fhooting into faline efflorefeences onthe outfide. Thofe which are: 
glazed have their glazing corroded by acids: by vinegar, and the acid! 
juices of fruits, as well as by the ftronger acids of the mineral kingdom,. 

And as this glazing confifts chiefly of vitrified lead, the impregnation) 

which it communicates to thefe liquors is of a very dangerous kind.  Iff 
vinegar be boiled for fome timein a glazed earthen veffel, it will yield! 
on being infpiflated, a pare fal plumbi, that is, a falt compofed of lead! 

and the acetous acid. * , 

The veflels called, form their hardnefs and compadinefs, /lome-ware, aret 
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in a good meafure free from the i inconveniences of the coarfer earthen. 


ones. Their glazing being a part of the clay itfelf, fuperficially vitri- 
fied by means of the fumes of common falt, apr amy to ce sie again{t 
acids. 

Glafs- -veffels fuffer no corrofion, and § give no taint, in any of the phar- 
maceutic operations. When, the: tefore, they are made of a proper 
thinnefs, when they are well annealed, and when blown into a fphe- 
rical form fo that the heat may be equally applied, they are preferable to 
all others, where great and fudden changes of heat and cold are not to 
take place, and where firength is not requ eae What is called the fint- 
glafs, which contains a quantity of lead in its compofition, is the beft 
for chemical purpofes. Having made thefe general remarks, we next 
come to defcribe the particular inflruments ufed in pharmacy; but as the 
nature and ufes of each will be bettersunderfiood after teaeviag the fol- 
lowing chapter, and the procefles in which they are employed, we tall 
here only give a fhort explanation of the figures of thefe inftraments; 
and to which the reader may occafionally recur in golnig:0 over is Aine 
ef the work. 


EXPLANATION of Pirate It, 


Fig. 1. An evaporating pan, being foch a fection of a globe of gale 


as is beft fitted for expofing a large furface. 


Fig. 2.. The chemical phial or matrafs, farnifhed with along neck Vor 


allowing the vapours raifed by heat or mixture to spay and be con- 
denfed, whereby their efeape i is prevented. 

Fig. 3. A retort and receiver together, to fhow their connection du- 
ring Pealaven or fublimation. The receiver is of a conical figure ; 


whereby the {teams have more room to circulateand condente.. Dr Black 
has found this form more convenient, when we wilh to get out fablimed 


‘matter.~ 4 


In the laft figure was reprefented an example of the diftillatio per la- 


tus, or the diftillation by the retort an nd receiver; and i is ufed in all 
cafes where nice operations are required, or where metallic ve flels would 
be corroded by the contained matter. The diflillatio per afcenfum is 
performed by, ee ga Sai 
Fig. 4. Acopper ftill. 
A, The body of the ftill, containing the matter. 3 
B, The head of the ftill into which the vapour immediately arifes ; 


this is made to fit very clofely to the body, fo as to aes little or ne 


ve 


ing to oe is vocsaad into the pipe D. 


D, The pipe or worm ieee | into a large vefle! re, containing a 


quantity of cold water to keep the pipe cool, and | ther eby facilitate the 
condenfation of the vapours. 4 


F, The further extremity of this pipe, coming 0 out atan opening, in 


the under part of the veffel E; from this extremity the condenfed matter 


diftills. 


This inftroment is on the confirn@ion ufed and recommended by Dr 
Black, and varies a little from the common form.” -He finds it annecef- 


? fary 
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fary that the pipe D fhould be made ferpentine, “ renders the clean- 
ing of it very difficult and uncertain. 

Fig. 5. A feparatory, for feparating oil from water. 

This inftrument is provided with two tubes, A, B, projecting from, 
néar its neck; and itis managed thus: If the oil to be feparated is fpe- 


cifically lighter than water, the veffel is gently inclined to one fide, in 


order to pour out the oil, which from its lightnefs has afcended into the 
tube: if, on the contrary, the oil is {pecifically heavier than water, the 
veffel, with its mouth fhut, is to be inverted, that the oil at its bottoin 
may be brought to fink into one of the tubes;, from which it is to be 
poured till the water begins to come off along with it, when the mouth 
of the tube is to be inftantly fhut: by the top of a finger. It is obvious, 
that to manage this inflrament properly, requires confiderable addrefs 
and dexterity. “ : 

Fig. 6. An oblong ¢lafs veffel, the under part of which is kept hot, 
when intended to fublime folid matters, and the upper part is kept cool, 
whereby the vapour is condenfed in the form of a cake at the top. The 
mouth of the velfel is to be ftopt by a cotton ftopple. This method is not 
fo well fitted for large ih as the retort and receiver. 

Fig. 7. An adopter, which ts a receiver that has a pipe iffuing frem 


its farther extremity, and which is received into another receiver or a- 


dopter; we may increafe or diminifh the number of receivers at pleafure. 
It may be ufeful for the condenfation of very elaftic vapours, as thofe of 
the cauftic volatile alkali, vitriolic ether, &c. The receivers in this in- 
ftrument are of the ufual form, and may fhow wherein that recommend- 
ed by Dr Black differs. | 

Fig. 8. A retort-funnel for pouring in liquors, fo as to prevent touch- 
ing the neck of the retort; and it is neceflary that in drawing out the 
fuanel we fhould seta it applied to the upper part of the retort, whereby 
the drop hangs from the under edge - the funnel, and therefore cannot 
touch the infide of the retort, 

Fig. 9. A crucible which is angled at the top for the conveniency of 
pouring out the contained matter. it is narrow below for receiving fmall 
quantities, which in a larger compafs might be lefs eafily brought out. 
The black-lead and clay crucibles are often acted on by faline matters, 
and fometimes deftroyed by the inflammable matter of the black-lead: 
they, however, anfwer much better for fufing metals than thofe of clay 
aud fand. ‘Thefe laft anfwer beft for faline fubfiances; but being more 
liable to break than the other, they may be made fecurer by inclofing 
the crucible containing the matter within another crucible, and filling 
up the interftices with fand. 

The crucible in this ficare ftands upon a pedeftal, which is a piece éF 
clay or brick betwixt the crucible and the - vrate to prevent the cold air 
ftriking the bottom whilft the top is hot; in which cafe the crucible ge- 
nerally breaks to pieces. To prevent the fuel from falling in we ufe co- 
vers made of clay, or we invert another crucible upon that containing the 
matter, and fecure the joining by a proper inte. 

Fig. 10. A pair of ppielite tongs for putting in or taking ont the mat- 
cer to be w rong , 
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WEIGHTS. 

Twodifferént kinds of weights are made ufe of in this country: one in 
the merchandife of gold andfilver; the other for almoft all other goods. 
The firft wecall Troy, the latter Averdupois weight. 

The goldfmiths divide the Troy pound into twelve ounces, the ounce 
into twenty, pennyweights; and the pennyweight into twenty-four 
grains. The Averdupois potind is divided into fixteen ounces; and the 
ounce into fixteen parts, called drams, 

The pound of the London and Edinburgh thenaetorien is that of the 
goldfiniths, divided in the following manner: 


The pound twelve ounces. | 
The ounce C eight drams. 
Thedram (¢ COMING three {cruples. 
The feruple twenty grains. 


The grain is equal tothe goldfmith’s grain. 


The medical or Troy pound is lefs than the Averdupois, but the ounce 
and the dram greater. The Troy poand contains 5670 grains; the é 
verdupois 7o0o0 gtains. The Troy ounce contains 480 grains; the Aver- 
dupois only 437£. The Troy dram 6o; the Averdupois dram fome- 
what more than 27. Eleven drams Averdupois are equal to five drams 
Troy; twelve ounces Averdupois to nearly eleven ounces Troy; and . 
nineteen pounds Averdupois are equal to fomewhat more than twenty- 
three pounds Troy. 

Thefe differences in our weights have occationed great confafion in the 
practice of pharmacy. As the druggifts and grocers fell by the Averdu- 


pois weight, the apothecaries have not in general kept any weights ad- 
| Jafted to the Troy pound greater than two drams, ufing for all above A- 


verdupois. By this means-it is apparent, that in all compofitions, 
where the ingredients are prefcribed, fome by pounds and others by oun- 
ces, they are taken in a wrong proportion to each other: and the fame 
happens when they are directed in lefler denominations than the ounce, 
as thefe fubdivilions, ufed by the apothecaries, are made toa different 


| ounce. 


MEASURES. 


Tue meafures employed in pharmacy are the common wine mea- 


| fures. 
Agallon — eight pints (/ibre.) 
The pint contains < fixteen ounces. 
The ounce ) | eight drams. 


Though the pint is called by Latin writers ra or pound, there 


is net any known liquor of which a pint-meafure an{wers to that weight. 
A pint of the higheft rectified fpirit of wine exceeds a pound by 
above half an ounce; a pint 6f water exceeds it by upwards of three 
ounces; and a pint of oil of vitriol weighs more _ two pounds and 


a quarter. 
The Edinburgh Col lege, gen tihlt of the many errors from the promil- 
cuous 
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cuous ufe of weights and meafures, and of different kinds of thefe, have 
in the Jaft edition of their Pharmacopoeia entirely rejected meafures, and - 
employ the ated weight in directing the quantity either of folid or fluid 
fabftances. They have, however, taken all poflible care thatthe propor- 
tion of the fimples and ftrength of the compound, fhould neither ‘be in- 
creafed nor diminifhed by this alteration. This change inthe Edinburgh 
Pharmacopoeia muft be very particularly adverted to. Anditis, we 
think, to be regretted, that the London college have not in the laft edi- 
tion of their Pharmacopoeia followed the fame plan. 
. Atable of the weights of certain meafures of different fluids may on 
many occafions be ufeful, both for affifting the operator in regulating 
their proportions in certain cafes, and for fhowing the comparative gra- 
vities of the fluids themfelves. We hereinfert fuch a table for a pint, an 
ounce, and a dram meafure, of thofe liquids, whofe gravity bas been de- 
termined by experiments that can be relied on. The wine gallon con- 
tains 23% cubic inches; whence the pint contains 282, the ounce 1433, _ 
and the dram ,37. of a cubic inch. 
“{ Ounce | Dram 
Pint weighs | meafure| meafure 
weighs! weighs | 











: | 


oe 8 E E 
: Sum 2s c S 
INFLAMMABLE SPIRITS. 2 3 bo be be 
Ethereal fpirit of wine Ti 1°36 336 42 
Highly-rectified fpirit of wine ee ee, B80 400472 
Common- rectified piel of wine oe ek as te aie 400 50 
Proof f{pirit - ate = 14 1 36 426 53° 
Dolcified {pirit of rile a. gee 14 4 48 438 | 55 
Dulotiedfpirn of nitte: OR oS Pe oe nee ee 
WINES. . 
Burgondy. ee a 14 1 26 426 $3 
Red part - - ~ 15 1 36 A561 SF 
~ Cina ks = ee 


EXPRESSED OILS.- 


Oil olive - - ke 140-0 420 Soe 
Linfeed oil - - - - $402. 8 |e abs aoe 


EssENTIAL OILs. 
Oil of turpentine - - 





of orange-peel - - 4o8 | 51 
of juniper-berries - - 419 52 
of rofemary - - - _ 430 | 54 
of origanum -. wo A321 054 
of caraway-feeds _— - ice 432 \ 54 
of notmegs - eee. 436 54% 
of favin .. mtn - - 445 55% 
of hy flop. one - . 443 555 
of cummin-feed - - 448 | 56 
of mint - a te St cl! 448°} 56 
ef pennyroyal — - 8 1 Ab05, 507 
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Ounce | Dram 
Pint weighs |meafure [meafure 
weighs { weighs 





EssENTIAL OILS continued. 


ounces 
drams 
grains 


Oil of dill-feed ek: : 
of fennel-feed oe = z 


of cloves - > - 

of cinnamon - - 

of faflafras - 

_ ALKALINE Liquors. hag 

Aqua kali puri, Pharm. Lond. - 160 © 
Spirit of falammoniac __ - 17-1. 30 
Strong foap-boilers ley - ° 17 6 24 
Lixivium tartari - - - 24.0 0 


AciD LIQUORS. 





W ine-venegar - - - 15 3 44 
Beer-vinegar - - 1$-6 .56 
Glauber’s fpirit of falt - 17 4S 
Glauber’s fpirit of nitre . 20 2 40 
Strong oil of vitriol - - 85 5-26 
ANIMAL FLUIDS. f 
Urine - - - ee 15 5 20 
Cows milk - - ois egy OAC 
. Affes milk - - - - : £00. 0 
Blood - - - - HO I 4 
WATERS. 
Diftilled water Be ee ee Fooag A: bo 
Rain-water - - Ib 2 AG 
Spring-water = - - - 15.3. 19 
_ Sea-water - vei -- E35, 4.20 
QUICKSILVER. 214 5 eo 


CH A P- 
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CHAPTER III. 


Of the Pharmaceutical Operations. 








So i: MOS eke 
SOLUTION. 


OLUTION is an intimate commixture of folid bodies with fluids in- 
-J to one feemingly homogeneous liquor. The diffolving. fluid is called 
a menftruum or folvent ; and the body diffolved is called the /olvend. 

Objections have been made, and perhaps with propriety, to thefe 
terms; as itis fuppofed that the two. bodies uniting in folution act reci- 
procally on each other: there is, however, no danger from the words 
themfelves, if we do not derive them from a miftaken theory. Solution 
cannot take place, unlefs one of the bodies, at leaft, be in a fluid ftate ; 
and this fluidity is effected either by water or fire hence folution i is faid 
to be performed in the humid, or in the dry way. Thus, for inftance, if 
amy quantity of brimftone be ‘diffolved in a folution of fixed alkali, the 
brimftone is faid to be diffolyed in the 4umid way; but if the brimftone 
de diffolved by melting it in a pan with the dry alkali, the folution is 
faid to’ be done in the dry way. The hepar fulphuris is the fame in both. 
Another kind of folution refembling that by the dry way, is, however, to 
be carefully diftinguifhed from it: If, for example, a piece of Glauber’s 
falt is put into a pan over the fire, the ‘falt very foon affumes a liquid ftate ; 
but on continuing the heat, it lofes its fluidity, and becomes a white 
powder : but this powder is ‘nothing but the falt freed from its water, and 
it is found to be very refractory. This liquidity depended on the water 
ef cryftallifation, being enabled by the heat to keep the falt in folution, and 
the falt-ceafed to be fluid as foon asitscryftallifing water was evaporated, 
This kind of folution, then, differs not from the firft, or humid way. 

If one of the two bodies to be united is tranfparent, the folution, if 
couiplete, isa tran{fparent compound ; thisisthecafein folutions of alkalies 
and calcareous earths in acids. But if the folution be opaque and milky, 
as is the cafe with foap and water, itis then confidered as incomplete. 

The principal menitrua made afe of in aucune are, water, vinous 
pirits, oils, acid and alkaline liguors. | 

IYater is the men{truum of all fal its, of vegetable gums; and of animal . 
gelties. Of falts, ir diffolves only a determinate quantity, though of one 

kind of falt more than another ; and being thus fatwrated, leaves any ad- 
@itional quantity of the fame falt uatouched, 

Experiments have been made for determining the quantities of water 

which different falts require for the olution, Mr Eller has given ad 
, large 
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large fet in the Memoirs of the Royal Academy of Sciences of Berlin for 
the year 1750, from which the following table is extracted, 


Eight ounces by weight of diftilled water diffolved., | 


oz. dr, gr. 

Of Refined fugar, - - - - 24 2 @ 
Green vitriol - - P “ 9 4 0 
Blue vitriol - ° - - 29 2 oO 
White vitriol - - - - 4°40 
Epfom falt - - - - - 4 20 0 
Purified nitre - * - - ey ar 2 eee 8) 
Soluble tartar - - . ° 40) 6 
Common falt - - - - - Ae sa, 
Sal gemme - a ie - pee ae, 
Sal catharticus Glauberi - - - - 2 ep 
Seignette’s fale - - - “ 3 8 0 
Alum - - - -~ - - oO 
Sal ammoniac - - - - ot OP Eee 
Vitriolated tartar - - - > I 4 0 
Salt of hartihorn - - - - Pig: 
Sugar of lead py Ue es > oe aa ess les 
Cream of tartar - = ls > I 2 @ 
Borax > - - - - Q 4 20 


. Though great care appears to have been takew in making thefe expe- 
riments, it is not to be expected that the proportions of the feveral 
falts, foluble in a certain quantity of water, will always be found exadily 
the fame with thofe above fet down. Salts differ in their folubility ac- 
cording to the degree of their purity, perfection, and drynefs: the 
vitriols, and the artificial compound falts in general, differ remarkably 
in this refpect, according as they are more or lefs impregnated with 
the acid ingredient. Thus vitriolated tartar, perfectly neutralized, 
is extremely difficult of folution: the matter which remains ia making 
Glauber’s fpirit of nitre is no other than a vitriolared tartar ; and it 
diflolves fo difficultly, that the operator is obliged to break the retort in 
orderto get it out ; but on adding more of the vitriolic acid, it diffelves 
with eafe. Hence many have been tempted to ufe an over-proportion of 
acid in this preparation ; and we frequently find in the fhops, under the 
name of vitriolated tartar, this acid foluble falt. The degree of heat occa- 
_fions alfo a remarkable difference inthe quantity of falt taken wp: in 
very cold weather, eight ounces of water will diffolve only about one 

ounce of nitre ; whereas in warm weather, the fame quantity will take up 
‘three ouncesor more. To thefe circumftances are probably owing, ia 
part, the remarkable diferencesin the proportional folubilities of faults, as 
determined by different authors. It is obfervable that common fals is lefs 
affected in its folubility by a variation of heat than any other ; water in 
a temperate {tate diflolving nearly as much of it as very hot water: and 
: ta as this isthe falt in which the different experiments agree the 
beft. In the experiments of Hofmann, Neumann, and Petit, the preo- 
portion of this falt, on a reduétion of the numbers, comes out exactly the 
dame, viz. three ounces of the fult to eight of water ; Dr Brownrigg 
makes 
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makes the quantity of fale a little more ; Dr Grew, a dram and a feru- 
ple more; and Eller, as appears in the above table, four drams more: 
fo that in the trials of fix different perfons, made probably in different 
circumftances, the greate{t difference is only one-fixth of the whole 
quantity of falt;, whereas in fome other falts there are differences of 
twice or thrice the quantity of the falt. In the experiments from which 
the table is drawn, the water was of the temperature of berween 4o and 
42 degrees of Farenheit’ s thermometer, or above freezing by about one- 
feventh of the interval between freézing and the human heat. 

Some falts omitted by Eller are here fubjoined: the firft is taken = 
Dr Grew, and ‘the other four from Neuinann. 


Hight ounces of water diffolved 


oz. dr. gr. 

Of fixed alkaline falt - - above 8 0 o 
Sal diureticus - a - Bie80 <6 
Sugar-candy, both brown and white - - 9 O90 
Sagar of milk - - Es 25240 
Effential falc of forrel - - - - OF 96 


Though water takes up only a certain quantity of one kind of falt, yet 
when faturated with one, it will ftill diflolve fome portion of another ; 
and when it can bear no more of either of thefe, it will ftill take up a 
third, without letting go any of the former. The principal experiments — 
of this kind which have been made relative to pharmaceutic {ubjeéts, are | 
exhibited in the following table ; of which the two firft articles are | 
from Grew, and the others from Eller: 


= Water, 32 parts by weight, ae 
{ Nitre eye oP Salvammoniac’ “= 104 
| Common falt pe SNe 1o | Salammoniac 2 
-= | Nitre | = | Fixed alkali 7 | Common falt 2 
a | Common falt | = | Nitre, near 2 | Fixed alkali 25 
2 | Volatilealkali {3 | Nitre 4 | Sugar 2 
: < Sal ammoniac x 7 Comnion falt aaa : 
js | Soluble tartar | | Nitre i ighBeee 
>, | Vittiolatedtartar | =" | Fixed alkali OCT 
"3 | Glauber’s fale | Ss | Nicre - 1 | Sugar x 
& | Epfom | © | Sugar 6 | 
| Borax (Fixed alkalies "2 


y 


In regard to the otherclafs of bodies for which wateris a menftruum, 
viz. thofe of the gummy gelatinous kind, thereis no determinate point of | 
faturation: the water unites readily with any proportions of them, form- 
ing with different qualities liquors of different confiftence. This fluid 
takes up likewife, when affitted by trituration, the vegetable gummy re- 
fins, as ammoniacum and mirrh; the folutions of» which, though imper-. 
fe, that is, not tranfparent, but turbid and of a milky hue, are neverthe- 
lefs applicable to valuable purpofes in medicine, It mingles with vinous 
fpirits, with acid and a Ikaline liquors, not with oils, but imbibes fome of © 

the 
' 
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the more fubtile parts of effential oils, fo as to become impregnated with 
their fmell and tafte. 


Rettified /pirit of wine, or rather a/coho/, is the menftruum of the ef- 
fential oils and refins of vegetables; of the pure diftilled oils, and feve- 
ral of the colouring and medicinal parts of animals ; of fome mineral bi- 
tuminous fubftances, as of ambergris; and of foaps, though it does not 
ac upon the expreffed oil and fixed alkaline falt, of which foap is com- 
pofed: whence if foap contains any. faperfluous quantity of either the 
oil or falt, ic may by means of this menftruum be excellently purified 
therefrom. It diffolves, by the afliftance of heat, volatile alkaline falts ; 
and more readily the neutrat ones, compofed either of fixed alkali and 
the acetous acid, as the fal diureticus, or of the volatile alkali and the 
nitrous acid, as ‘alfo the falt of amber, &c. It mingles with water and 
with acids; ‘not with alkaline lixivia. . 


O1ts diffolve vegetable refins and balfams, wax, animal fis ainpial 
bitumens, fulphur, and certain metallic fubftances, particularly lead. The 
expreffed oils are, for moft of thefe bodies, more powerful menftrua than 
thofe obtained by diftillation ; as the former are more capable of fuftain- 
ing, without injury, a ftrong heat, which is in moft cafes neceflary to 
enable them toad. It is faid, that one ounce of fulphur will diffolve in 
three ounces of expreffed oil, “particularly that of linfeed ; but requires | 
fix ounces of effential oil, as that of turpentine. 





Axtacids diffolve alkaline falts, alkaline earths, and metallic fub- 
Mances. The different acids differ greatly in their action upon thefe 
Jaft; one diffolving only fome particular metals; and anoth er, others. 

i the vegetable acids diffolve a confiderable quantity of zinc, iron, cop- 
per, lead, and tin; and extract fo much from the metallic part of anti- 
mony, as to become powerfully emetic: They diffolve lead more readily, 

if the metal be previoufly calcined by fire, than in its metallic ftate. 

_ Themarine acid diffolves zinc, iron, and copper ; and though iticarcely 
acts on any other metallic fubftance in the common way of making folu-~ 
tions, it may neverthelefs be artfully combined with them ali except gold. 
The corrofive fublimate, and antimonial cauftic of the fhops, are combi- 
nations of it with mercury and the metallic part of antimony, effected by 
applying the acid, in the form of fume, to the fubjects, at the fame time 
alfo ftrongly heated. 

The mitrags acid is the common menftruum of all metallic fubftances, 
xcept gold and the metallic part of antimony ; of which two, the proper 
olvent is a mixture of the nitrous and marine acids, called aqua regia. 
| The vitriolic acid, diluted with water, eafily diflolves zinc and iron. 
Hh its concentrated ftate, and affifted by a boiling heat, it may be made 
to corrode, or imperfedtly diffolve, moft of the other metals. © 
| The aéria/acid diffolves iron, zinc, and calcareous earth ; and thofe | 
tolutions muft be conducted without heat. 
















ALKALINE Jixivia diffolve oils, refinous fubftances, and falphur. Their 
ower is greatly promoted by the addition of quicklime ; inftances of whic! 


ccur in the preparation of foap, and in the common canftic, Thusacua- 
GC . ted, 
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ted, they reduce the flefh, bones, and other folid parts of a int 
a gelatinous matter. 

This increafed acrimony in alkaline falts, is owing to the altraaion 
of their fixed air; that acid having a greater attraction for quicklima 
than for alkalies. 

Solutions made in water and fpirit of wine poffefs the virtues of the 
body diffolved; whilft oils generally fheath its a@tivity, and acids anc 
alkalies vary its quality. Hence watery and fpirituous liquors are the 
proper menftrua of the native virtnes of vegetable and animal matters. 

Moft of the foregoing folutions are eafily effected, by pouring the 
menftruum on the body to be diffolved, and foffering them to ftand toge: 
ther for fome time expofed toa fuitable warmth. A {trong heat is gene: 
rally requifite to enable oils and alkaline liquors to perform their office: 
nor will acids aét on fome metallic bodies without its afiftance. The ac: 
tion of watery and {pirituous menftrua is likewife expedited by a moderatt 
heat; though the quantity which they afterwards keep diflolved is not, a1 
fome fuppofe, by this means increafed: all that heat occafions thefe t« 
take up, more than they would do ina longer time in the cold, will, wher 
the heat ceafes, fublide again. This at leaft is moft commonly the cafes 
though there may be fome inftances of the contrary. 

The aétion of acids on the bodies which they diffolve, is generally be 
companied with heat, effervefcence, and a copious difcharge of fumes| 
. The fumes which arife during the diffclution of fome metals in the vitri 
olic acid, prove inflammable: hence in the preparation of the artificia: 
vitriols of iron and zinc, the operatorought to be careful, efpecially wher 
the folution is made in a narrow-mouthed veffel, left by the imprudent apy 
proach of a candle the exhaling vapour be fet on fire. The vapour is th’ 
inflammable air of Dr Prieftley and other modern chemifts. 

There is another fpecies of folution, in which the moifture of the air i| 
the menfiruum. Fixed alkaline felts, and thofe of the neutral kind, com! 
pofed of alkaline falts and the vegetable acids, or of foluble earths and any 
acid, except the vitriolic, and fome metallic falts, on being expofed fod 
fome time to a moift air, gradually attract its humidity, and at length bed 
come liquid. Some fubftances, not difloluble by the application of wated 
in its groffer form, as the butter of antimony, are ealily liquefied by thi! 
flow action of the aérial moifture. ‘This procefs is termed deliquiatiow| 
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EXTRACTION. 


W Bice liquors which diffolve certain fubftances in their pure ftate: 
ferve likewife to extra them from admixtures of other matter 
Thus ardent fpirit, the menftruum of effential oils and refins, takes uy 
the virtues of the refinous and and oily vegetables, as water does thos} 
of the mucilaginous and faline; the inadtive earthy parts remaining} 
untouched by both. Water extracts likewife from many plants, fuk!j 
flances which by themfelves it has little effet upon; even effential oil} 
being, as we have formerly obferved, rendered foluble in‘ that fluid by thig 
admixture of gummy and faline matter, of which all vegetables partici auf 


\ 
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in a greater or lefs degree. Thus many of the aromatic plants, and moft 
of the bitters and aftringents, yield their virtues to this menftruom. 

Extractionis performed, by wacerating or freeping the fubje@ in its | ap 
propriated menftraum in the cold; or digeffing or circulating them ina 
moderate warmth; or infufing the plant in the boiling liquor, and fuffer- 
ing them to ftand in a covered veffel till grown cold; or actually dotling 
them together for fome time. If the vegetable matter is itfelf fucculent 
and watery, it isfometimes only neceflary to exprefs the juice, and eva- 
porate it to the proper confiftence. 

_ The term digeffion is fometims ufed for maceration ; and in this cafe 
the proceds i is directed to be performed without heat : where this circum- 
ftance is not expreffed, digeftion always impliestheufe of heat. Circula- 
tion differs from digeftion only in this: that the team, intowhicha part 
of the liquor is refolved by the heat, is, by means of a proper difpofition 
of the veffels, condenfed and conveyed back again upon the fubje&t. Di- 
geftion is ufually performed in a matrafs (or bolt-head), Florence flafk, or 
the like; either of which may be converted into a circulatory veilel, by 
inverting another into the mouth, and fecuring the juncture with apiece 
of wet bladder. A fingle matrafs, if its neck be very long and narrow, — 
will anfwer the purpofe as effectually ; the vapour cooling and condenfing 

before it can rife to the top, in a veilel of this kind, even fpirit of wine, 

one of. the moft volatile liquors we know of, may be boiled without any 
confiderable lofs : the ufeof this infirament is likewife free from an in- 

convenience, which may in fomecafes attend the other, of the uppermoft 

veflel being burft or thrown off. As the long-necked matrafles here re- 

commended, are difficultly filled or emptied, and likewife very dear, a 

long glafs pipe may be occafionally luted to the fhorter ones. 

Heat greatly expedites extraction ; but by this means proves as inju- 

rious to fome fubftances, by occafioning the menftruum_ to take up their 
groffer and more ungrateful parts, as it is neceflary for enabling it toex- 
tract the virtues of others. Thus guaiacum and logwood impart little to. 
queous liquors without a boiling heat; whilft even a fmall degree of 
varmth proves greatly prejudical to the fine bitter of carduus benedictus. 
his plant which infufed in boiling, or digefted in fenfibly hot water, 
inives out a naufeous tafte, fo offenfive to the tomach as to promote vo- 
iting, yields to the cold element a grateful balfamic bitter. 
As heat promotes the diffolving ‘power of liquids ; fo cold, on the other 
faand, diminifhes it. Hence tinctures or extractions made by a conii- 
erable heat, depofite in cold weather a part of their contents, and thus 
ecome proportionally weaker: a circumftance which CURES particular 
egard. ; WA 












S E | aes Blacks 6) & 
DEPURATION. | 


OHERE are different methods of gibi aane or pontine liquors from 
their feculencies, according as the liquor itfelf is more or lefs tena- 


ous, or the feculent matter of greater or lefs gravity. 
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Thin fluids readily depofite their,more ponderous impurities upon 
ftanding at reft for fome time in a cool place ; and may then be decanted, 
or poured off clear, by inclining the veffel. ) 

' Glutinous, unctuous, or thick fubftances, are to be liquefied by a fuit- 
able heat; when the groffer feculencies will fall to the bottom 5 the 
lighter arifing to the furface, to be di/pumated or {cummed off. 

Where the impurities are neither fo ponderous as to fubfide freely to 
the bottom, nor fo light as to arife readily tothe furface, they may be 
feparated in great meafure by co/ature throngh ftrainersof linen, woolen, 
or other cloth; and more perfedtly by f/tration through a_ foft bibulous 
kind of paper made for this purpofe. é ‘ed 

The grey paper which covers pill-boxes as theycomefrom abroad, is 
one of the beft for, this purpofe: it does not eafily break when wetted, on 
tinge the liquor which paffes through it, which the reddifh fort callec 
bloffom paper frequently does. ‘The paper is fapported by a funnel or piece 
of canvas fixed ina franie. When the funnel is ufed, itis convenient tc 
put fome ftraws or finall fticks between the paper and its fides, to prevent 

‘the weight of the liquor from prefling the paper fo clofe so it, as not tc 
allow room for this fluid to tranfude. In fome cafes a funnel made o) 
wire is put betwixt the paper and the glafs funnel. There is alfoa king 
of glafs funnel with ridges down its fides made on parpofe for this ufe: 

Giutinous and unctuous liquors, which do not eafily pafs through the 
pores of a filter or ftrainer, are clarified by beating them up with white: 
of eggs; which concreting or growing hard when heated, and entangy 

_ ling the impure matter, arife with it to the furface: the mixture is to bo. 
gently boiled till the fcum begins to break, when the veffel is to be re: 
moved from the fire, the cruft taken off, and the Jiquor pafled through «| 
flannel bag. 3 ee | 
- Decantation, colature, and filtration, are applicable to moft of the mex 
dicated liquors that ftand in need of purification. Defpumation and clay 
rification very rarely have place: fince thefe, along with the impurities 
of the liquor, frequently feparate its medicinal parts. Thus, if the dea 
coction of poppy heads, for making diacodium, be folicitoufly fcummee} 
or clarified, the medicine will lofe almoft all that the poppies communiff 
cated; and inftead of a mild opiate, turn out little other than a plain fy} 
rup of fugar. | 

It may be proper to obferve, that the common forts of filtering pape 
are apt to communicate a difagreeable flavour: and hence in filtering) 
fine bitters or other liquor, whofe gratefulnefs is of primary confequences 
the part which pafles through firft ought to be kept apart for inferiay 
purpofes. | [ 
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CRYSTALLISATION. 


We affiftted by heat, diffolves alarger proportion of moft falir i 
: fubfiances than it can retain when grown cold: hence, od, 


the abatement of the heat, apart of the falt feparates from the meri 
ae es . - ‘ s . x i 
firuum, and concretes at the fides and botiom of. the veflel. The concrep) 
\ tion 
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Chap. Ul. = Cryftallifation. 


tions, unlefs too haftily formed by the fudden cooling of the liquor, or 
difturbed in their coalefcence by agitation, or other firnilar caufes, prove 
tranfparent and of regular figures, refembling in appearance the natural 
fprig-cryftals. | SS base ; 

Salts, diffolved in a large quantity of water, may in like manner be 
recovered from it in their cryftalline form, by boiling down the folution, 
till fo much of the fluid has exhaled asthat the remainder will be too little 
to keep the falt diflolved when grown perfectly cold. It is cuftomary to 
continue the evaporation till the fale fhows a difpofition to concrete even 
from the hot water, by forming a pellicle on that part which is leaft hor, 
viz. on the furface. If large, beautiful, and perfectly-figured cryftals are 
required, this point is fomewhat too late: for if the falt thus begins to 
eoalefce whilft confiderably hot, on being removed into a cold place its 
particles will run too haftily and irregularly together: the pellicle at the 
fame time falling down through the liquor, and thus proving a farther 
difturbance to the regularity of the cryftallization. 

In order to perform this procefs in perfection, the evaporation muft be 
gentle, and continued no longer than till fome drops of the liquor, let fall 
on a cold glafs plate, difcover cryftalline filaments. When this mark of 
fafficient exhalation appears, the veflel isto be immediately removed from 
the fire into a lefs warm, but not cold place, and covered with a cloth to 
prevent the accefs of cold air, and confequently the formation of a pellicle, 

The fixed alkalies, efpecially the mineral, when fully faturated with 
fixed air or the a€rial acid, aflume a cryftalline form ; but thefe cryftals 
are not fo perfect as when the fame alkalies are united with the other acids. 
The volatile alkalies cannot cryftallife, becaufe they efcape before the 
menftruum exhales. : 

Some even of the other neutral falts, particularly thofe of which certain 
metallic bodies are the bafis, are fo ftrongly retained by the aqueous fluid, 
as not toexhibitany appearance of cryftallifation, unlefs fome other fub- 
fiance be added, with which the water hasa greater afhiniry. The Table 
of Affinity fhows that fuch a {ubftance is fpirit of wine ; by the prudent 
addition of which, thefe kinds of falt feparate freely from the men{truum, 
and form large and beautiful cryftals, fearce obtainable by any other 
means. 

- The operator muft be careful not to add too much of the fpirit; left, 
inftead of a gradual and regular cryftallifation, the bafis of the falt be 
haftily precipitated ina powdery form. One-twentieth part of the weight 
of the liquor will in moft cafes be a fufficient, and in fome too large a 
quantity. 

Different falts require different quantities of water tokeep them dif- 
folved: and hence, if a mixture of two or more be diffolved in this fluid, 
they will begin to feparare and cryflallife at different periods of the evapo- 
ration. Upon this foundation, falts are freed, not only from fuch impuri- 
ties as water is not capable of diffolving and carrying through the pores of 
a filter, but likewife to admixtures of each other ; that which requires 
moft water to diffolve in fhooting firft into cryftals. 7 

It is proper to remark, that a falt, when eryftallifing, ftill retains and 
combines with a certain portion of water: this water js not effential to 
the falt as a falt, but is eflential toa falt as being cryftallifed ; it is there- 
fore called by the chemifts the water of cryftallifation, The quantity of 
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this water varies in different falts: In fome of them, as in Glauber’s falt,, 
alum, and copperas, it makes up about one half of their weight ; in others,,) 
as in nitre, common falt, and efpecially felenites, it is invery fmall quan-- 
tity. As falts unite to the water of their cryftallifation by their attrac-- 
tion for water alone, we accordingly find that this water is perfectly pure, , 
and contains, in complete cryftals, no fubftance foreign to the falt. Salis: 
not only differ in the quantity of water neceffary to their folution, butt 
fome of them alfo are foluble with equal facility in cold as in hot water... 

Sometimes, then, we employ evaporation ; fometimes cooling ; and att 
other times both thefe expedientS.are ufed alternately, to feparate diffe-. 
rent falts diffolved in the fame liquor. It is obvious, then, that thofe; 
which are nearly, or equally foluble incold as in boiling water, can only be: 
ceryftallifed by evaporation ; thofe again, which are much more foluble in: 
boiling than in cold water, are to be feparated by cooling. Of the firft: 
of thefe is common or marine falt: of the latter. is nitre or faltpetre. It: 
remains, then, that we fhould know how to feparate thefe two falts, when: 
both of them happen to be diffolved in the fame water: this method con-: 
fifts in alternate evaporation and cooling. If in fuch a folution a pellicle: 
appears in the boiling liquor before cryftals can be formed in the cooling, 
we then conclude that the common falt, predominates: In this cafe we 
evaporate the water, and feparate the common falt as faft as it is formed, 
till the liquor on cooling fhows cryftals of nitre : we then allow the nitre 
to cryftallife by cooling, After all the nitre which had been diffolved by 
the heat alone has now feparated by cooling, we refume the evaporation, 
and feparate the common falt till the cooling liquor again fhows cryftals of 
nitre. We thus repeat the fame feries of operations, by which means 
thefe two falts may be alternately cryfiallifed ; the one by evaporation, the 
other by cooling, till they are perfectly feparated from each other. If in 
the beginning of the operation the liquor had, upon trial, given cryftals 

_ of nitre by cooling before any pellicle appeared on its furface when 
boiling, this would have indicated that the nitre was predominant in the 
folution; the nitre in this.cafe would have beencryftallifed, firft by cool- 
ing, till the quantity of nitre exceeding thar of the common falt having 
been feparated, the common falt would next have cryftallifed in its turn 
by evaporation. The example we have now given may be applied to 
other falts, or toa number of falts which may happen to be diffolved in 
the fame liquor. For though there are few fo completely foluble in cold 
water as common falt, and few fo {cantily as nitre ; yet there are fcarce- 
ly two falts which either precifely fhow the fame folubility or the fame 
appearance of their cryflals. It is obvious, too, that by cryftallifation 
we difcover the peculiar predominant falt in any folution of mixed faline 
matter; butas one falt always takes down a {mall portion of another, it is 
neceflary to rediflolve the firft products, and repeat.the cryfiallifation, in 
order to render the feparation complete. . : 

We fee, then, that though the cryftal appearance and form does not 
alter the falt itfelf, yet that this procefs affords an elegant method of dif- 
covering compound folutions of falts, of judging of their purity, and, 
laftly, of feparating different falts very completely from each other. 
Cryftallifation, then, is one of the moft important agents in pharmacy, 
and ought to be well underflood. We shall attemptto explain the parti- 

; cular 
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cular managemement in cryftallifing particular falts, when we come to 
treat of each of them feparately, 
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Y this operation bodiestare recovered from their folutions, by means 
3 of the addition of fome other fubftance, with which either the men- 
ftruum or the body diffolved, have a greater affinity than they have with 
each other, 
Precipitation, therefore, is of twokinds ; one, where the fubftance {u- 
~ peradded unites with the menftruum, and occafions that before diflolved 
_ to be thrown down; the other in which it unites with the diffolved body, 
and falls along with it to the bottom. Of the firft, we have an example 
in the precipitation of fulphur from alkaline lixivia by the means of 
acids; of the fecond, in the precipitation of mercury from aquafortis by 
fea-falt, or its acid. | 

The fubjects of this operation, as well thofe which are capable of being 
precipitated as thofe which precipitate them, will readily appear from in- 
fpection of the Table of Affinity. The manner of performing it is fo 
fimple, as not to ftand in need of any particular directions; no more being 
required than to add the precipitant by degrees, fo long as it continues to 
eccafion any precipitation. When the whole of the powder has fallen, it 
is to be well edu/corated, that is, wafhed in feveral frefh parcels of wa- 
ter, and afterwards dried for ufe. 

Where metals are employed as precipitants, asin the purification of 
martial vitriol from copper by the addition of frefh iron, they ought to be 
perfectly clean and free from any rufty or preafy matter; otherwife they 
will notreadily, if at all, diflolve, and confequently the precipitation will 
not fucceed ; for the fubftance to be precipitated feparates only by the ad- 
ditional one diffolving and taking its place. The feparated powder, often, 
inftead of falling to the bottom, lodges upon the precipitant ; from which 
it muft be oceafionally fhaken off, for reafons fufficiently obvious. 

Though, in this operation, the precipitated powder is generally the 
part required for ufe, yet fome advantage may frequently be made of the 
liquor remaining after the precipitation. Thus when fixed alkaline falt is 
diffolved in water, and fulphur diffolved inthis lixivium ; the addition of 
acids feparates and throws down the fulphur, only in virtue of the acid 
uniting with, and neutralifing the alkali by which the fulphur was held 
diffolved : confequently, if the precipitation be made with the vitriolic acid, 
and the acid gradually dropt in ull the alkali becompletely fatiated, that 
is, fo long as it continues to occafion any precipitation or turbidnefs, the 
liquor will yield, by proper evaporation and cryftallifation, a neutral falt, 
compofed of the vitriolic acid and fixed alkali, that is vitriolated tartar. 
Tn like manner, if the precipitation be made with the nitrous acid, a true 
nitre may be recovered from the liquor; if with the marine, the fale, 
called /piritus falis marini coagulatus; and if with the acid of vinegar, 


the fal diureticus. | 
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‘therein is left behind in its folid form. 
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EVAPORATION. : 
: VarorRATionisa third method of recovering folid bodies from their: 


folutions, effected by the means of heat; which evaporating the fluid | 
part, that is, forcing it off in fteam, the matter which was diffolved| 





_ The general rules of evaporation are, To place the matter in a flat, 
fhallow, wide veffel, fo that a large furface of the liquor may be prefented | 
to the air: for it is only from the furface that evaporation takes place. . 
The degree of heat ought to be proportioned to the volatility of the fub-. 
{tance to be evaporated, and to the degree of fixity of the matter to be: 
left: Thus, the lefs fixed the matter to be left is, and the more ftrongly ' 


it adheres to the volatile parts, the lefs the degree of heat ought to be ; 


and, in fuch cafes too, a forcible current of air is fometimes fcarcely ad- 

miflible: On the contrary, when the matter tobe evaporated is not very 
volatile, and when the matter to be left is very fixed, and does not ad- 

here ftrongly to the volatile part, the evaporation may be urged by a 
ftrong heat, aided by a current of air direéted upon the furface of the 

liquor. | ae 

This procefs is applicable to the folutions of all thofe fubftances which 
are lefs volatile than the menftruum, or which will not exhale by theheat 
requifite for the evaporation of the fluid ;, as the folutions of fixed alkaline 
falts; of the gummy, gelatinous, and other inodorous partsof vegetables 
and animals in water; and of many refinous and odorous fubftances in 
fpirit of wine. | : re | 

Water extracts the virtues of fundry fragrant aromatic herbs, almoft as 
perfectly as rectified fpirit of wine: but the aqueous infufions are far from 
being equally fuited to this procefs with thofe made in fpirit; water car- 
rying off the whole odour and flavour of the fubje&, which that lighter 
liquor leaves entire behind it. Thus a watery infufion of mint lofes in 
evaporation the fmell, tafte and virtues, of the herb; whilft a tincture 
drawn with pure fpirit, yields on the fame treatment, a thick balf{amic li- 
quid, or folid gummy refin, extremely rich in the peculiar qualities of 
the mint. aa 3 ( i ; 

In evaporating thefe kinds of liquors, particular care muft be had, to- 
wards the end of the procefs, that the heat be very gentle; otherwife 
the matter as it grows thick will burn to the veflel, and contract a difa- 
greeable {mell and tafte; this burnt flavour is called an empyreuma. The 
liquor ought to be kept ftirring during the evaporation ; otherwife a part 
of the matter concretes on the furface expofed to the air, and formsa pel- 
licle which impedes the farther evaporation. More particular directions 
for performing this operation to the greateft advantage will be given 
hereafter. 
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DISTILLATION. 


ie the foregoing operation fluids are rarefied by heat into fteam or va- 
pour, which is fuffered to exhale in the air, but which it is the bufi- 
nefs of this to collect and preferve. For this purpofe the fteam is receiv- 
ed in proper veffels, luted to that in which the fubject is contained ; 
and being there cooled, condenfes into a fluid form again. 

There are two kinds of diftillation: by the one, the more fubtile and 
volatile parts of liquors are elevated from the proffer ; by the other, li- 

-quids incorporated with folid bodies are forced out from’ them by vehe- 
mence of fire. 

To the firft belong, the diftillation of the pure inflammable fpirit from 
vinous liquors; and of fuch of the active parts of vegetables as are capa- 
ble of being extra&ted by boiling water or fpirit, and at the fame time of 
arifing along with their fteam. 

As boiling water extrads or diffolves the effential oils of vegetables, 
whilft blended with the other principles of the fubje&, without fatura- 
tion, but imbibes only a determinate, and that a {mall proportion of them, 
in their pure ftate; as thefe oils are the only fubftances, contained in 

common vegetables, which prove totally volatile in that degree of hear; 
and as it is in them that the virtues of aromatics, and the peculiar odour 
and flavour of all plants, réfide ; it is evident, that water may be impreg- 
nated by diftillation, with the more valuable parts of many vegetables: 
that this impregnation is limited, the oil arifing in this procefs pure from 
thofe parts of the plant which before rendered it foluble in water with-— 
out limitation; hence greateft part of the oil feparates from the dif- 
tilled aqueous liquor, and, according to its greater or lefs gravity, either 
finks to the botrom or fwims on the furface: that confequently infufions 
and diftilled waters are very different from each other: that the firft 
may be rendered ftronger by pouring the liquor on frefh parcels of the 
fabject ; but that the latter cannot be in like manner improved by cohadar- 
ing, or re-diftilling them from frefh ingredients. 

As the oils of many vegetables do net freely diftil with a lefs heat than 
that in which water boils; as rectified fpirit of wine is not fufceptible of 
this degree of heat: and as this menftruum totally diflolves thefe oils in 
their pure ftate ; it follows, that fpirit elevates far lefs from molt vege- 
tables than water; but that Heveretela the diftilled fpirit, by keeping 
all that it does elevate, perfectly diffolved, may, in fome ae prove as 
ftrong of the fubjeé as the diftilled water. The more gentle the heat, 
and the flower the diftillation goes on, the volatile parts are the “more 
perfectly feparated in their native fate. 

The apparatus made ufe of for diftilling {pirits, waters and oils, con- 
fift of a fti/l, or copper vetlel, for containing the fobject, on w hich is 
luted a large head with a fwan- neck. Vhe vapour arifing into the head, 
is hence conveyed through a worm, or long fpiral pipe, placed i ina veffe! 
of cold water called a refrigeratory ; and ‘being there condenf fed, runs 
down into a receiver. 

Ik 
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It may be obferved, that as the parts which are preferved in evapora- 
tion cannot arife in diftillation, the liquor remaining after the diftilla- 
tion, properly devurated and infpiffated, will yield the fame extracts as 
thofe prepared from the tinéture or decoétion of the fubjeét made on pur- 
~ pofe for that ufe; the one of thefe operations collecting only the volatile 
_ parts, and the other the more fixed: fo that where one fubjec& contains 
medicinal parts of both kinds, they may thus be obtained diftinét, with- 
out one being injured by the procefs which colleéts the other. © 


THE fabjeas of the fecond kind of diftillation are, the grofs oils of 
vegetables and animals, the mineral acid fpirits, and the metallic fluid 
quickfilver; which as they require a much ftronger degree of heat to e- 
Jevate them than the foregoing liquors can faftain, fo they likewife con- 
denfe without arifing fo far from the action of the fire. The diftillation of 
thefe is performed in low glafs veffels, called, from their neck being bent 
to one fide, retorts: to the farther end of the neck a receiver is luted, 
which ftanding without the furnace the vapours foon condenfe in it, 
without the ufe of a refrigeratory : neverthelefs, to promote this effect, 
fome are accuftomed, efpecially in warm weather, to cool the receiver, 
by occafionally applying wet cloths to it, or keeping it partly immerfed 
in a veffel of cold water. 

The vapours of fome fubftances are fo fluggifh, or ftrongly “erined by 
a fixed matter, as fcarce to arife even over the low neck of the retort. 
Thefe are moft commodioufly diftilled in ftraight-necked earthen veflels, 
called /ongnecks, laid on their fides, fo that the vapour paifes off laterally 
with little or no afcent; a receiver is luted to the end of the neck with- 
out the furnace. In this manner the acid fpirit of vitriol is diftilled. 
The matter which remains in the retort or ooEnee after the diftillation, 
is vulgarly called caput mortuum. 

In thefe diftillations, a quantity of elaftic air is frequently generated ; 
which unlefs an exit be allowed, blows off or burfts the receiver. ‘The 
danger of this may in geod meafure be prevented, by flowly raifing the 
fire: but more effe@tually, by leaving a {mall hole in the luting, to be 
occafionally opened or ftopped with a ‘wooden plug; or inferting at the 
juncture an upright pipe of fuch a height, that the {team of the diftilling 
liquor may not be able to rife to the top: but it is ftill better done by fit- 
ite to the apparatus other veflels, by which their vapours may be con- 

enfed. 
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SUBLIMATION. 


S all fits are volatile by heat, and confequently capable of being 


feparated, in moft cafes, from fixed matters, by the foregoing pro- 
cefs; fo various folid bodies are fubjected to a fimilar treatment. Fluids 
are faid to diffi/, and folids to /ub/ime : though fometimes both are ob- 


tained in one and the fame operation. If the fabliming matter concretes 
into 











into a mafs, it is commonly called a /zé/imate ; if intoa powdery form, 
flowers. 

The principal fabje& of this operation are volatile alkaline falts; neu- 
tral falts, compofed of volatile alkalies and acids, as fal ammoniac; the 
falt of amber, and flowers of benzoine; mercurial preparations ; and 
fulphur. Bodies of themfelves not volatile, are frequently made to fub- 
lime by the mixture of volatile ones: thus iron is carried up by fal ammo- 
niac in the preparation of the flores martiales, or ferrum ammoniacale. 

The fumes of folid bodies in clofe veffels rife but litle way, and ad- 
here tothat part of the veflel where they concrete. Hence a receiver or 
condenfer is lefs neceflary here than in the preceding operation ; a fingle 
veilel, as a matra/s, or tall via/, or the like, being frequently fofficient. 


SE ee hr ak, 
EXPRESSION, 


aps are is chiefly made ufe of for forcing ont the juices of fuccn- 
lent herbs and fruits, and the em oils of the unctuous feeds and 
kernels, 

The harder fruits, as quinces, require to be previoufly well beat or 
ground; but herbs are to be only moderately bruifed. The fubjeé is 
then included in a hair-bag, and prefled between wooden plates, in the 
common fcrew-prefs, as long as any juice runs from it. 


‘Tue expreffion of oils is performed nearly in the fame manner as 
that of juices; only here, iron-plates are fubftituted for the wooden ones 
there made ufe of. The fubje& is well pounded, and included in a 
ftrong canvafs bag, betwixt which and the plates of the prefs a haircloth 
is interpofed. 

The infipid oils of all the unctuous feeds are obtained, uninjared, by 
this operation, if performed without the ufe of heat; which though ic 


greatly promotes the extraction of the oi], at the fame time impreffles an 


ungrateful flavour, and increafes its difpofiti ition to grow rancid, 

The oils expreffed from aromatic fub{tances generally carry with them 
a portion of their effential oil; hence the fmelland flavour of the expreff- 
ed oils of nutmegs and mace. They are very rarely found impregnated 
with any of the other qualities of the fubje@t: oil of muftard-feed, for 
_ Inftance, is as foft and void of acrimony as that of the almond, the | pun- 
gency of the muftard remaining entire in the cake left after the expreflion. 


Sidi yl ace: 
EXSICCATION. 


ae ERE are two general methods of exficcating or drying moift bo- 
dies; in the one, their humid parts are exhaled by heat: in the 
other they are imbibed or abforbed by fabftances, whofe foft and uugy 
texture adapts them to thatufe. Bodies intimaiely combined with, 
diflolved ina fluid, as recent vegetables and their juices, require the a 
fach as are faperfeially mixed, as when earthy or indiffoluble pow- 
dex 
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ders are grounded with water, are commodioufly feparated from it by 
the fecond. 

Vegetables and their parts are ufually exficcated by the natural warmth 
of the air: the afliftance of a gentle artificial heat, may neverthelefs, in 
gerieral, be not only fafely, but advantageoufly had tecourfe to. By a 
moderate fire, even the more tender flowers may be dried, in a little 
time, without any confiderable lofs, either of their odour or lively co- 
lour; which would both be greatly injured or deftroyed by a more flow 
exiiccation in the air Some plants indeed, particularly thofe of the a- 
crid kind, as horfe-radith, fcurvy-grafs, and arum, lofe their virtues by 
this procefs, however carefully performed; but far the greater number 
retain them unimpaired, and often improved. 

The thicker vegetable juices may be exficcated by the heat of the fun; 
or, where this is not fufficient, by that of a water-bath, or an oven mo- 
derately warm. The thinner juices may be gently boiled till they be- 
gin to thicken, and then treated as the foregoing. This procefs, termed 
infpiffation or evaporation, has been f{poken of already. The juices of 
fome plants, as arum root, briony root, orris root, wild cucumbers, &c. 
feparate upon ftanding for fome time, into a thick part, which falls tothe 
bottom; and a thin aqueous one, which {wims above it: this laft isto be 
poured off, and the firft exliccated by a gentle warmth, Preparations of 
this kind have been ufually called fecu/e; that of the cucumber, tobe 
fpoken of in its place, is the only one which practice now retains. 

Indiffoluble bodies, mixed with water into a thick confiftence, may be 
eafily freed from the greateft part of it, by dropping them on a cha/k- 
ffone, or fome powdered chalk preffed into a fmooth mafs, which readily 
imbibes their humidity. Where the quantity of fluid is large, as in the e- 
dulcoration of precipitates, it may be feparated by decantation or filtration. 

We have obferved, that one of the principal circumftances favouring 
fermentation, was a certain degree of moifture. Exficcation is therefore 
employed to diffipate humidity, and render vegetables thereby lefs liable 
to thofe changes produced by a kind of infenfible fermentation. 


Sob we aise GE. 
‘CoMMINUTION. 


OMMINUTION is the bare reduction of folid coherent bodies inte 
{mall particles or powder. The methods of effecting this are va- 
rious, according to the texture of the fubject. 
Dry friable bodies, or fach as are brittle and not very hard, and mix- 
tures of thefe with fomewhar moift ones, are eafily pulverifed ina mortar. 
For very light, dry fubftances, refins, and the roots of tenaceous tex- 
ture, the mortar may in fome cafes be previoufly rubbed with a little 
{weet oil, or a few drops of oil be occafionally added: this prevents the 
finer powder of the firft from flying off, and the other from cohering un- 
der the peftle. Camphor i is commodiouily powdered by rubbing it with a 
little rectified fpirit of wine. 
Tough fabftances, as woods, the peels of oranges and lemons, &c. are 
mot conveniently rafped; and {oft oily bodies, a — pee through 


a grader, 
The 
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The comminution of the harder minerals, as calamine, cryftal, flint, 
&c. is greatly facilitated by extinéfion ; that is, by heating them red-hot, 
and quenching them in water: by repeating this procefs a few times, 
moft of the hard ftones become eafily pulverable. This procefs, howe- 
ver, is not to be applied to any of the alkaline or calcareous ftones ; left, 
inftead of an infipid powder, we produce an acrimonious calx or lime. 

Some metals, astin, though ftrongly cohering in their natural ftate, 
prove extremely brittle when heated, infomuch as to be eafily divided 
into fmall particles by dextrous agitation. Hence the officinal method of 
pulverifing tin, by melting it, and, at the infant of its beginning to re- 
turn into a ftate of folidity, brifkly fhaking it in a wooden box. The 
comminution of metals, in this manner, is termed by the metallurgifts 

ranulation. 

Ona fimilar principle, certain falts, as nitre, may be reduced into 
powder in large quantity, by diffolving them in boiling water, fetting the 
folution over a moderate fire, and keeping the falt conftantly ftirring do- 
ring its exficcation, fo as to prevent its particles, disjoined by the fluid, 
from re-uniting together into larger mafies. i 

Powders are reduced to a great degree of finenefs by ¢rituraiing, or 
rubbing them, for alength of time, in a mortar. Such as are not diffo- 
Juble in water, or injured by the admixture of that fluid, are moiftened 
with it into the confiftence of a pafte, and /evigated or ground on a flat 


~fmooth marble or iron plate ; or where alarge quantity is to be prepared 


at a time, in mé//s made for that ufe. 

Cominination, though one of the moft fimple operations of pharmacy, 
has, in many cafes, very confiderable effects. The refinous purgatives, 
when finely triturated, are more eafily foluble in the animal fluids, and 
confequently prove more cathartic, and lefs irritating, than in their groff- 
er ftate. Crude antimony, which, when reduced to a tolerably fine pow- 
der, difcovers little medicinal virtue, if levigated to a great degree of 


fubtility, proves a powerful medicine in many chronical diferders. 


By comminution, the heavieft bodies may be made to float in the light- 
eft flaids*, for a longer or fhorter time, according to their greater or lefs 
degree of tenuity. Hence we are furnified with an excellent criterion 
of the finenefs of certain powders, and a method of feparating the more 
fubtile parts from the grofler, diftingnithed by the name e/utriation, or 
wafhing over, : 

| SEC T. 


* Some attribute this effe@ to a diminution of the fpecific gravity of the body ; 
and, at the fame time, fuppofe the peculiar virtues of certain medicines, particularly 
mereury, to be in great meafure owing to their gravity. If thefe hypothefis were 
jut, it fhould follow, that the mercurial preparations, by being finally comminuted, 
would lofe proportionably of their efficacy ; and fo indeed mercurius dulcis, for in- 
ftance, has been fuppofed to do. But experience fhows, that this is far from being 
the cafe; and the comminution by no means leffens, but rather increafes, its power : 
when reduced toa great degree of fubtility, it paffes readily into the habit, and ope- 
rates, according toits quantity, as an alternative or a fialogogue ; whilft in a gtofler 
form, it is apt to irritate the ftomach and bowels, and run eff by the inteftines, 
without being conveyed into the blood, 
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SBC. Tog SAL 
Fusron. 
USION is the reduction a folid bodies into a ftate of Anidity by fire. 


Almoft ail natural fubftances, the pure earths and the folid parts of 
animals and vegetables excepted, melt in proper degrees of fire; fome in 


~avery gentle heat, whilft others require its utmoft violence. 


Turpentine, and other foft refinous fubftances, iguefy in a gentle 
warmth; wax, pitch, fulphur, and the mineral bitumens, require a heat 
too great for the hand to fapport'; fixed alkaline falts, common falt, nitre, 
require a red, or almoft white, heat to meltthem ; and glafs, a full white 
heat 

Among metallic fubftances, on bifmuth, and lead, flow long before 
ignition: antimony likewife melts before it is vifbly red-hot, but not 


before the veffel is confiderably fo : the regulus of antimony demands a 


much {tronger fire. Zinc begins to meltin ared heat; gold and filver 
require alow white heat; copper, a bright white heat ; and iron, an 
extreme white heat. 

One body, rendered duid by heat, becomes fometimes a menftruum for 
another, not fufible of itfelf in the fame degree of fire. Thus red-hot 
filver melts on being thrown into melted lead lefs hot than itfelf: and 
thus if fteel, heated to whitenefs, be taken out of the furnace, and:applied 
toa roll of fulphur, the fulphur, inftantly liquefying, occafions the fteel to 
melt withit; hence the chalyhs cum fulphure of the thops. Thisconcrete, 
neverthelefs, remarkably impedes the fufion of fome other metals, as 
lead; which when united with a certain qeanely, of fulphur is {carce to 
be perfectly melted by a very flrong fire. Hence the method, defcribed 
in its place, of purifying zinc ; a metal upon which pee has no ettett 
from the lead fo frequently mixed with it. 

Sulphur is the only unmetallic fabftance which mingles in fufion with © 
metals. , Earthy, faline, and other like matters, even the calces and 
glaffes prepared from metals themfelves, float diftinét upon the furface, — 
and form what is called /coria or drofs.W here the quantity of this is large* 
in proportion to the metal, itis moft commodioufly feparated by pour- 
ing the whole into a conical mould ; the pure metal or regulus, though 
{mall in quantity, occupies a confiderable height in the lower narrow part 
of the cone ; and when congealed, may be eafily freed from the fcoriz — 
by a hammer. The mould fhould be previoufly greafed, or rather fmok- 
ed, to make the metal come freely out ; and thoroughly dried and heat- 
ed, to prevent the explofion which fometimes happens from = fudden 
contac of melted metals with moift bodies. ~ 


SEQT:: 
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SS Barr 2S 
CALCINATION. 


Y calcination is underflood the reduction of folid bodies, by the means 
B of fire, from acoherentto a powdery ftate, accompanied with achange 
of their quality ; in which laft refpeét this procefs differs from comminution. 

To this head belong the burning of vegetable and animal matters, 
otherwife called u/fion, incineration, or concremation ; and the change of 
metals into a powder, which in the fire either does not melt, or vitrifies, 
that is, run into glafs. 

The metals which melt before ignition, are calcined by keeping them 
in fufion for fome time. The free admiffion of air is effentially neceflary 
to the fuccefs of this operation; and hence when the furface of the me 
tal appears covered with-calx, this muft be takenoff or raked to one fide, 
otherwife the remainder excluded from the air will not undergo the 
change intended. If any coal, or other inflammable matter which does 
not contain a mineral acid, be fuffered to fall into the Veffel, the effec& 
expected from this operation will not be produced, and part of what is 
already calcined will be revived or reduced; that is, it will return into 
its metallic form again. 

Thoge metals which require a flrong fire for fufion, calcine with a 
much Jefs heat than is fufficient to make them flow. Hence the burning 
or /corification of fuch iron or copper veflels as are long expofed to a con- 
fiderable fire without defence from the air. Gold and filver are notcal- 
cinable by any degree of fire. 

In calcination, the metals vifibly emit fumes; neverthelefs the weight 
of the calx proves greater than that of the metal employed. The anti- 
monial regulus gains about one- -eleventh part of its weight; zinc, fome- 
times one-tenth; tin, above one-fixth; and lead in its conmerfinn | into 
minium, often one-fourth. 

The calcination of metallic bodies, gold, filver, and mercury excepted, 
is greatly promoted by nitre. This falt expofed to the fire in conjunction 

with any inflammable fubftances, extricates their inflammable matter, 
-and barfts with it into flame, accompanied with a hiffing noife. This 
procefs is ufually termed deflagration or detonation. } 

All the metallic calces and fcorize are revived into their menilic fiate 
by fufion with any vegetable or animal inflammable matter. They are 
all more difficult of fufion than the refpe@tive metals themfelves; and 
{carcely any of them, thofe of lead and bifmuth excepted, can be made to 
melt at all without fome addition, inthe ftrongeft fire that can be produced 
inthe common furnaces. The additions called fluxes, employed for pro- 
moting the fafion, confift chiefly of fixed alkaline falts. A mixture of al- 
kaline falt with inflammable matter, as powdered charcoal, is called a 
reducing flux, ascontributing at the fame time to bring the calx into fufion, 
and to revive it into metal. Such a mixture is commonly prepared from 
one part of nitre and two parts of tartar, by grinding them welltogether, 
fetting the powders on fire with a bit of coal or a red-hot iron, then co- 
yering the veffel, and erie them to deflagrate or burn till they are 
changed intoa black alkaline coaly mafs. ‘This is the common reducing 
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flux of the chemifts, and is called from its colour the d/sck flux. Metallic 
calces or fcoriz, mingled with twice their weight of this compound, and 
expofed to a prover fire inaclofe covered crucible, melt and refume their 
metallic form ; but though they received an increafe of weightin thecal- 
cination, the revived metal is always found to weigh confiderably lef 
than the quantity from which the calx was made. : 
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i iy pees the Materia Medica, put in contradiftinGtion to preparations 
and compofitions, are comprehended not only thofe fimple fubftances 
employed as medicines which are furnifhed by nature, but likewife many 
of thofe articles which are the product of art. To this head have been 
referred moft of thofe articles which the apothecary cannor with advan- 
tage prepare for himfelf, but which it will be more for his intereft to 
purchafe from thofe who prepare them as articles of commerce. 

_ Much pains have been beftowed by the writers on the materia medica, in 
attempting to form ufeful arrangements of thefe articles. Some have ar- 
ranged them according to their natural affinities: others according to 
their active conftituent parts; anda third fet, according to their real or . 
fuppofed virtues: and it muft be allowed, that fome of thefe arrange- 
ments are not without confiderable ufe, as throwing light upon the nature 
and qualities of particular articles; but no arrangement has yer been pro- 
pofed which is not liable to numerous objections. Accordingly, in the 
Pharmacopceias publifhed by the Colleges of Phyficians bothvof London 
and Edinburgh, the articles ef the materia medica are arranged in al- 
‘phabetical order; and the fame plan is now alfo adopted in almott every 
Pharmacopoeia of much eftimation lately publifhed on the continent of 
Europe. This plan, therefore, we fhall here follow ; fubjoining to the 
name of each article which we think ought to enter fuch a lift, a fhort 
view of its natural, medical, and pharmaceutical hiftory. But to con- 
join with this the advantages of other methods to the hiftory of the ma- 
teria medica giver in alphabetical order, we fhall add fome of thofe ar- 
lrangements which feem to us to be the moft ufeful, particularly thofe of 
Dr Marray of Goettingen, and of Drs Cullen and Duncan of Edinburgh. | 
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ABELMOSCHUS [ Brun.) -Se- 
mind. 

Hibifeus abelmofebus Linnei. 

Mafl: feed. 

Thefe feeds are the produd of a 
plant indigenous in Egypt, and in 
many parts both of the Eaft and 
Weft Indies. They are of a {mall 
fize and reniform fhape ; they are 
very remarkable from poffefling a 
peculiar and very fragrant odour ; 
the fmell which they give out may 
be compared to that of mufk and 
amber conjoined: thofe brought 
from the ifland of Marcinicoare ge- 
nerally efteemed the moft odorous, 
but we have feen fome the prodné& 
of hot-houfes in Britain, which, in 
point of flavour, feemed not inferior 
to any imported from abroad. 

Thefe feeds, although introduced 
into fome of the foreign pharmaco- 
poeias, have hitherto been ufed prin- 
cipally, if not only, as a perfume ; 
and as their medical powers {till 
remain to be afcertained, it is per- 


place has been given them inthe lift 
either of the London or Edinburgh 
Colleges. But their peculiar flavour, 
as well as other fenfible qualities, 
‘point them out as a fubje& well de- 
ferving a particular inveitigation. 


* 
ABIES [Gen.] Summitates, coni. 
Pinus abies & pinus picea Lin. 
~ The common and the Scotch fir. 
Thefe are large evergreen trees, 
frequentin northern climates. Tho’ 
they have now. no place either in 


the London or Edinburgh Pharma- © 


Copaias, yet they ftand in feveral of 
the foreign ones, and are employed 
for different purpofes in medicine. 
They are indigenous in fome parts of 
Britain, but are chiefly to be met 
with as planted in the fields, where 
they grow with great lnxuriance. 
From thefe trees, in different parts 
of Germany, the Strafburgh turpen- 
- tine is extracted, The branches and 
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the fruit, or cones, gathered about 
the end of autumn, abound with a 


- refinous matter, and yield, on diftil- 


lation, their effential oi], and a li- 
quor impregnated with a pecuhar 
acid. It has accordingly by fome been 
ftyled acidum abietis ; and when ad- 
ded to water, is thought to commu- 
nicate to it both the tafte and other 
properties of tar-water. The aci- 
dum abietis was frequently prefcri- 
bed by the late Dr Hope inthe Roy- 
al Infirmary of Edinburgh; and 
he thought that he found good ef- 
fects from it in fome inftances of 
obftinate coughs, particularly. in 
thofe cafesof chronic catarrh, which 
are often benefited by diuretics. 
The wood and-tops of the fir-tree 
are fometimes employed under the 
form of decoétion or infufion, with 
the view of promoting urine and 
fweat; andthefe formula have been 
thought ferviceable in healing in- 
ternal ulcerations, particularly thofe 





of the urinary pafiages. 
haps with propriery that hitherto no — 


Infufions of the {pruce-fir are 
much employed in Canada, with < 
view both to the prevention anc 
cure of genuine fcorbutus. And we 
are told, that with thefe intentions 
they were found beneficial in the 
Britifh army at Bofton, when the 
f{eurvy prevailed among them in ar 
alarming degree. | 


ABROTONUM|[ Load.) Foliias, 
ABROTANUM [E£d.} Herba: 
Artemifia abrotanuim Lin. | 
Southernwood. ? 
This is a {hrubby plant, clothee 
with very finely-divided leaves of © 
light-green colour, The flower; 
which are very {mall and yellowiff 
hang downwards, feveral together 
from the middle of the branches | 
the top. Itis not like fome other {pe 
cies of the artemifia indigenous i 
Britain; but although a native | 
warm climates, itreadily bears vici 
fitudesof ours, andis eafily cultivate 
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in gardens; from ie alone it is 
obtained when employed for medi- 
cal purpofes ; the leaves fall off eve- 
ry winter, but the roots and {talks 
continue for many years. 

Southernwood has a ftrong {mell, 
which, to moft people, is not difa- 
greeable ; it has a pungent, bitter, 
and fomewhat naufeoustafte. Thefe 
qualities are very completely extrac- 
ted by rectified {pirit, and the tinc- 
ture thus formed is of a beautiful 
green colour. They are lefs per- 
fefily extracted by watery liquors, 
the infufion being of a light brown 
colour. 

Southernwood, as well as fome 
other fpecies of the fame genus, 
particularly theabiinthinm and fan- 
ionicum, has been recommended as 
ananthelmintic ; anditHasalfobeen 
fometimes ufed as a {timulant, de- 
tergent, and fudorific. {t has like- 
wife been emploved externally in 
difcutient and antifceptic fomenta- 
uions. It has alfo been ufed under 
the form of lotion and ointment for 
cutaneous eruptions, and for pre- 

venting the hair from falligg of. 
But although irftill retains a placein 
the pharmacopeeias both of London 
and Edinburgh, it does not ente 
any fixed formula in either of thete 
works, and is at Bie very little 
employed in practice. 


ABSINTHIUM MARITIMUM 
{Lond.]| Cacumen. 

Artemifia maritima Lin. 

Sea- worm wood ; the tops. 

The leaves of fea- wormwood are 
~much fmailerthan thofe of the com- 

mon, aud hoary on the upper fide 

-as well as the lower; the ftalks alfo 
are hoary allover. It. grows wild 
about fale marthes, and in feveral 
paris about the fea-coafts.—In tafte 
and {mell it is weaker and lefs un- 
pleafant than the common worm- 
| wood. The tops of fea-wormwood 
\formerly entered fome of the com~ 
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pound diftilled waters ; but they are 
now rejected from thefe, and are 
very little employed in practice. 


ABSINTHIUM VULGARE 
[Lond. Ed.]| Folia. 
' Summitates florentes. 

Artemifia abfinthium Lin, 

Common wormwood ; the leaves 
and flowering tops. 

The leaves of this fort of worm- 
wood are divided into roundifh feg- 
ments, of a dull greencolour above, 
and whitith underneath. It grows 
wild in feveral parts of Britain ; 
about London, large quantities are 
cultivated for medicinal ufe: it 


flowersin Juneand July; and after 


having ripened its feeds, dies down 
to the ground, excepting a tuft of 
the lower leaves, which genehaly 
abides the winter. 

Wormwood is a firong bitter 5 : 
and was formerly much ufed as fiche 
againft weaknefs of the flemach, 
and the like, in medicated wines 
and ales; but its ufe with thefe in- 
tenuions is exceptionable, on ac- 
count of the ill relifh and offenfive 
fmel] with which itis accompanied. 
Thefe it may be in part freed from 
by keeping, and totally by long 
coction, the bitter remaining entire. 
An extract made by boiling the. 
Jeaves in a large quantity of water, 
and evaporating the liquor with a 
ftrong fire, proves a bitter fuffici- 
ently “orateful, without any difeutt- 
ful favour. Thisextract, which had 
formerly a place in the Edinbargh 
pharmacopeeia, tho’ rejected from 
thence, is {till retained in fome of 
the beft foreign ones; but it is pro- 
bably lefs adtive than the ftrong 
tincture now directed by the Edin- 
burgh eahene. 


ACACIA VERA [ Braz.) 
Mimofa nilotica Linz. 
Acacia is the infprflated juice of 
the unripe fruit ofa large tree, the 
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fame which produces the gum ara- 
bic. 

This juice is brought to us from 
Egypt, in roundifh mafles, wrapt 
pp in thin bladders. It is out- 
wardly of a deep brown colour, in- 
clining to black ; inwardly ofa red- 
difh or yellowifh brown ; of a firm 
_confiftence, but not very dry. It 
foon foftens inthe mouth, and dif- 


covers a rough, not difapreeable 


tafte, whichis followed by a fweet- 
ifh relifh. This infpiffated juice en- 


tirely diffolves in watery liquors ; 


but is fearce fenfibly acted on by 
rectified fpirit. 

Acacia isa mild aftringent me- 
dicine. The Egyptians give it in 
fpitting of blood, to the quantity 
of a dram, diffolved in any conve- 
nient liquor; and repeat this dofe 
occafionally: they likewife employ 
it in collyria for ftrengthening the 
eyes, and in gargarifms for quin- 
feys. Among us itis little ufed, and 
is rarely met with im the fhops. 
What is ufually fold for the Egyp- 
tian acacia, isthe infpiflated jaice of 
unripe floes : this is harder, heavi- 
er,ofa darker colour, and fomewhat 
fharper tafte, than the true fort. In 
feveral pharmacopceias, as in the 
Suecica and Genevenfis, this article 
has a place under the title of Acacia 


Noftras. 


ACETOSA (Loud. Ed.) Folium. 

Rumex Acetofa Lin. 

Sorrel ; the leaf. 

Sorrel grows wild in fields and 
meadows throughout England. The 
leaves have areftringent acid tafte, 
without any fmell or particular fla- 
vour ; their medical effects are, to 
cool, quench thirft, and promote 
the urinary difcharge ; a decoction 
of them in whey affords an ufeful 
and agreeable drink in febrile or in- 
flammatory diforders: and is re- 
commended by Boerhaave to be ufed 
in the {pring as one of the moft ef- 


_ ficacious aperients and detergents. 
a 
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Part II. 
Some kindsof fcurvies have yielded 
to the continued ufe of this medi- 
cine: the Greenlanders, who are 
very fubject to this diftemper, are 
faid to,employ, with good fuccefs, 
a mixture of the juices of forrel and 
of feurvygrafs. 

The roots of forrel have a bitter- 
ifh auftere tafte, without any acidi- 
ty: they are faid to be deobftrnent 
and diuretic. They had formerly a 
place in the Edinburgh pharmaco- 
poeia, but are now rejected from it. 
They are {till, however, retained in 
the pharm acopoeiaSuecica,and fome 
but 
they have litle other effect than 
that of giving a reddifh colour tothe 
articles with which they are com- 
bined. } 
The feeds of this plant were for- 
merly ufed in diarrhoeas and dyfen- 
teries ; but have long been ftran- 
gers to the fhops, and are now juft- 
ly expunged both fromthe London 
and Edinburgh pharmacopeeias, and 
indeéd from moft of the foreign 
ones. They have no remarkable 
fmell, and fcarcely any tafte. 


ACETUM VINI [£d.] 

Vinegar: an acid produced from 
fermented vinous liquors by a fecond 
fermentation. 

Wine vinegar isconfiderably pu- 
rer than that prepared from malt li- 
quors ; thelatter, however acid and. 
fine, contains a large portion of a: 

vifcous mucilaginous fubftance ; as) 
is evident from the ropinefs and {fli-. 
minefs which this kind of vinegar: 
is very much fubject to; the ftrong-. 
er and more fpirituous the wille,, 
the better and ftronger vinegar itt 
yields. The French vinegars are: 
faid by Geoffrey to. faturate above: 
one thirty-fifth of their weight off 
fixed alkaline falt, and fome of them: 
no lefs than one-twelfth ; the belt 
of the German vinegars line mor 
than one-fortieth. 

Vinegar is a miCeiatise excel- 


Jenti 
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lent nfe inall kinds of inflammatory 
and putrid diforders either internal 
or external; in ardent, bilious fe- 
vers, peftilential and other malig- 
nant diftempers, it isrecommended 
by Boerhaave as one of the moft 
certain fudorifics. Weaknefs, faint- 
ing, vomiting, hiccup, hyfterical and 
hypochondriacal complaints, have 
been frequently relieved by vinegar 
applied to the mouth and nofe, or 
received into the ftomach. It has 
been ufed internally inrabiescanina. 
It is often ufefally employed asa 
powerful menftruum for extracting 
the virtues of other articles. 


ACIDUM VITRIOLICUM. 
{ Lond. Ed.]. 

Vitriolic acid. 

This is inferted in the Materia 
Medica on account of its being ge- 
nerally made not by the apothe- 
cary, but by the trading chemitft, 
and moft commonly from falphor. 
The operation is faid to be perform- 
ed in leaden veflels, fometimes 20 
feet high and ro broad; with an 
eighth-partofnitre tofupply the ab- 


_ fence of the external air, and fome. 


water to condenfe the fteams. It is 
concentrated and confiderably pn- 
rified by evaporation. It is then 
colourlefs, without {mell, extremely 
corrofive, very fixed, the moft pon- 
derons of all unmertallic fluids. Its 
fpecific gravity in its true ftate, ac- 
cording to the London College, 
fhould be to that of diftilled water 
as 1.850 to 1.000. Itis powerful- 
dy-atrractive of water from the air, 
and in uniting with water produces 
a great degree of heat. It poffefles 
the general propertiesof acidsin an 
eminent degree. 

On account of its fluidity, it is 
not ufed asa corrofive. Blended 
with unctuous matter inthe propor- 
tion of one to eight, it is applied in 
itch and other chronic eruptions, 
and likewife as a rubefacient in lo- 
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cal palfy and rheumatifm. Diluted 
with water,it fhews confiderable ac- 
tion on the human calculus out of 
the body; and therefore has been 
propofed internally in that difeafe, 
parucularlywhere furgical operation 
is improper. As cheeking fermenta- 
tion, as wellas being aliringent and 


tonic, itis mach ufed in morbid aci- 


dity, relaxation, and weakuefs of 
the ftomach. Its effects are propa- 
gated over the fyfiem; and henceits 
eilablifhed ufe in paffive hemor- 
rhagies, gleets, and fevers of the 
typhous kind. It is alfo ufed inter- 
nally in itch and other chronical 
eruptions ; and when given to nurfes 
having the itch, it is faid to cure 
both themfelves and their children. 
As combined with ardent fpirit, 
with different metallic fubftances, 
&c. it enters feveral articles after- 
wards to be mentioned. 


ACONITUM [Lozd.] Herba; 
[Ed.] Folia 

Aconitum napellus Lin, 

Large blue Wolfsbane,or Monk(- 
hood ; the herband leaves. | 

Thisisa perennial plant,growing 
naturally in various mountainous 
partsof Europe. The juice has a 
difagreeable fmell and amacid tafte, 
becoming lefs acrid on infpiffation. 
It has long been confidered as one 
of the moft active of the vegetable 
poifons,and when taken to any con- 
fiderable extent, it occafions fick- 


—nefs at {tomach, vomiting,purging, 


vertigo, delirium, fainting, cold 
{weats, convulfions, and even death. 
Dr Stoerk of Vienna was probably 
the firft who employed it for medi- 
cal purpofes; and he recommended 
it to the attention of other practi- 
tioners, in a treatife publifhed in 
1762. He reprefents it as a very 
effe@tual remedy in glandular fwei- 
lings venereal nodés, anchylofis, 


fina ventofa, itch, amaurolis, gouty 


and rheumatic pains, intermittent 
H 3 fevers 
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fevers, and convulfive diforders. 
Stoerk’s formula was two grains of 
the infpiffated juice rubbed down 
with two drams of fugar. He be- 
gan with ten grains of this powder 
nightand morning, and increafed it 
gradually to fix grains of the mfpif- 
fated juice twice a day. Others have 


-ufed a tinéture made of one part of 


the dry leaf, and fix parts of {pirit 


of wine, in the dofe of forty drops. 


But although the aconitum has now 
a place in the Pharmacopeeias both 
ofthe London and Edinburgh Col- 
leges, and likewife in moft of the 


other modern Pharmacopoeias, yet — 


it has by no means anfwered thofe 
expectations which might have been 
formed from Dr Stoerk’s account. 
It is, however, unqgeltionably a very 
active, and, in fome cafes an ufeful 
article, 


ACORUS, vide CaLaMus arRo- 
MATICUS. © 









[&d.] Verdegris. 

;iS a preparation of copper, 
hiefly at Montpelier in 

by ftratifying copperplates 

ape ftalks that have been 

impregnated with a fermented ve- 


getable acid: in a few days, the. 


plates are found covered with a pale 
green downy matter, which is {cra- 
ped off from the copper, and the 
procefs again repeated. The appel- 
lation therefore of Cuprum Aceta- 
tum beflowed upomit by fome, gives 
a proper ideaof itscon{lituent parts. 

Verdegris, as it comes to us, is 
generally mingled with ftalksofthe 
grape ; they may be feparated, in 
pulverization, by difcontinuing the 
operation, as ‘foon as what remains 
feems to be almoft entirely compof- 

ed of them. 

Verdegrisisrarely or never ufed 
internally. Some writers highly 
extol itas an emetic, aid ee that 
agrain or two being taken atts as 


ee *. 
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determined proportions of wax and | 


Part. IT. 


foon as received into the ftomach; 
but its ufe has been too often fol- 
lowed by dangerous confequences 
to allow of itsemployment. Ver- 
degris applied txternally, proves a 
gentle detergent and efcharotic, and 
ferves to take down fungous flefh 
arifing in wounds. With thefe in- 
tentions it isan ingredient in differ- 
ent officinal compofitions, particu- 
larly in the aqua. fapphar, et ung. 
ex xrug. 


| ADEPS SUILDTA [Lend 7 
Axungia porcina [Ed.] 

Hogs-lard.. 

In hogs-lard we have a very 
pure animal fat, almoft entirely free 
from any peculiar impregnation,and 
of a foft contiftence. Hence itis a 
very wfeful emolient for relaxing 
thofe parts to which it is applied ; 
and it is alfo a very convenient ar- 
ticle for giving the proper confift- 
ence to ointments, plafters, and lini- 
ments. Indeed this and the fevam 
ovillum or mutton-fuer, are the only 
fats now retained by the London 
and Edinburgh Colleges, although 
formerly more than twenty different : 
fats entered fome lifts of the materia 
medica. Each particular fat was 
then fuppofed to podfefs peculiar 
properties; but for this there is 
probably no foundation: even thefe: 
retained arenow lefs employed than. 
before, as it has beenimagined that: 
a proper confiftence of any kind 
may be more certainly obtained by | 


oil; but as thefe articles are more: 
expenfive, hogs-lard and mutton- 
fnet are often fubftituted for them 
by the apothecaries. _ + | 





f 
| 
| 


AGARICUST Rofl = < | 


Boletus pini laricis 1 i, 
Agaric: a fungus gr wing. on) 


old larch trees. 
This fungus is an irregular rou 
gy fubfMance, extremely light, andi 
| off 
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ofa uniform fnowy whitenels, (ex- 
jcept the cortical part, which is ufu- 
jally taken off before the agaric is 
\brought into the flops), It cuts 
freely with a knife, without difco- 
vering anv hardnefs or grittinefs,and 
readily crumbles betwixt the fingers 
into a powder, It has no remark- 
able {mell; its tafte is at firft fweet- 
ith, but on chewing for a fhort 
kai it proves acrid, bitter and 
naufeous. 

.. Agaric’ was formerly in great 
efteem asacathartic, bur the prefent 
practice has almoft entirely reje@ted 
Als ufe. It is now rejected both by 
the London and Edinburgh Col- 
leges, but it fill retains a place in 
moit of the new foreign Pharmaco- 
poeias. It operates exceeding flow- 
ly, infomuch that fome have denied 
i io have any purgative virtue at 
all. Given in fubttance, it almoft 
always occafions a naufea, not un- 
frequently vomiting, and fometimes 
ene oe tormina of the bowels; 


thefe effects are attributed to its. 


Tight arinaceas matter adhering to 

the coats of the inteftines, and pro- 
‘ducing a conftant irritation. ‘The 
bet preparation of agaric feems to 
be an extract made with water, in 
which fixt alkaline falt has been dif- 
folved ; or with vinegar or wine: the 
firtt is faid by Boulduc, and the two 
latter by Newmann, to prove an ef- 
feétual and fafe purgative. Never- 
thelefs, this is at bef{t a precarious 
medicine, of which we ftand in no 
manner of need. 





RUM: [£a. ] 

Boletus igniarius Lin. 

Female agaric, or agaric of the 
oak, called, from its being very ea- 





fily inflammable, Touchwood, or 


Spunk. 

This fungus is frequently met 
with, on different kinds of trees, in 
Enpland ; and is faid to have been 
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fometimes brought into the fhops 
mixt with true agaric of the 
larch: from this it is eafy diftin- 
guifhable by its greater weight, 
dufky colour and mucilaginous tafte 
void of bitternefs. ‘The medullary 
part of this fungus, beaten foft, and 
applied externally, has been much 
celebrated as a {typtic; and faid to 
reftrain-not only venal bat arterial 
hemorrhagies, without the ufe of 
ligatures. It does not appear, how- 
ever, tohave any real {ty ptic power, 
or to act any otherwife than dry 
lint, fponge, or other foft fungous 
applications. 


AGNUS CASTUS [ Bruz.] Se- 
WLC 71» 

Vitex agnus caftus Lin. 

The chafte tree; its feeeds. 

This is a fmall tree, or rather 
throb, growing {pontancoufly in Ita- 
ly, &e. and railed with us in gar- 
dens. Its fruit, which is about the 
fize of a pepper-corn, contains four 
longith feeds, which are faid to be 
of an aromatic fmell, and an acrid 
bitterith tafte, but which are found 
on examination to be almoft inodo- 
rous and infipid. Thefe feeds have 
been celebrated as antiphrodiliacs, 
and were formerly much ufed by the 
monks for allaying the venereal ap- 
petite; but experience does not 
warrant their having any fuch vir- 
iues. 


AGRIMONIA [Rofs.] Heréba. 
- Agrimonia eupatoria Lin. 
Agrimony ; the plant. 
This is acommon plant in hedges 
and the borders of fields. Theleaves 


have anherbaceous, fomewhatacrid 


roughifh tafte, accompanied with an 
aromatic flavour. Agrimony was 
fuppofed to be aperient, detergent, 


and to ftrengthen the tone of the 
vifcera: hence it has been recom- 


mended in fcorbutic diforders, in de- 
bility and laxity of the inteftines, &c. 
H 4 Di some 


te 
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Digefted in whey, it affords a diet- 
drink, not ungrateful to the palate 
or ftomach, whichis ufed by fome 
in the fpring. But it is very little 
employed by regular practitioners, 
it hardly enters the fhops of the a- 
pothecaries, and has no place in the 
lift either 6f the London or Edin- 
burgh Colleges. * 


ALCHEMILLA [ Brun. ‘| Folia. 
Archemilla vulgaris Lin, 
Ladies mantle; athe leaves. 

_ This grows wild in many parts of 
England, but is rarely met with a- 
bout London: the leaves feem as if 
plaited or folded together, fo as to 
have given occafion to the Enplifh 
name of the plant. The leaves of 
alchemilla difcover tothe tafte a mo- 
derate aftringency, 
merly much efteemed infome female 
weakneiles and in fluxes of thebelly. 
They are now rarely made ufe of; 
though both the Jeaves and roots 


mig ht doubrlefs be of fervice in cafes: 


where mild aftringentsare required. 


ALKEKENGI [ Bruz]. Bacce. 

Phyfalis alkekengi Lin. 

Winter cherry ; the berries. 

This is alow, branched fhrub, 
bearing leaves like thofe of night- 
thade; with white flowers, which 
ftand fingle at the joints. The 
flower-cup changes into a membra- 
‘nous cover, which at length burfts 


and difcovers a fruit of a fine red 


colour, about the fize of a common 
cherry. ‘The fruit ripens in Odo- 


ber, and continves frequently to the 


middle of December. This plant 
_ grows wildin fome parts of France, 

Germany, &c. the beauty and late- 
nefs of its fruit have gained it a 
place in our gardens. 

Winter cherries have in ceneral 
been reprefented by moft writers to 
 beextremely bitter: bat, as Haller 
juftly obferves, the cherry Pelt ie 
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and were for-— 


has merely a fubacid tafte. 
were formerly highly recommended 
as detergent, aperient, diuretic, and 
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carefully freed from the ‘cover 
(whichis very bitter and pungent), — 
They | 


for expelling gravel; four, five, or — 
more of thecherriesare direGted for — 


a dofe, or am ounce of the exprefied — 
Mr Ray tells us of a gouty © 


juice. 
perfon who was cured and kept free 


from returns of his diforder, by ta-_ 
king eight of thefe cherries at each © 
change of the moon; thefe occa-— 


fioned a copicus difcharge of cx 
tremely fetid urine. 


They have not, however; fupport- 
ed this character with others; info- © 
much that they have now no place © 
either in the London or Edinburgh — 
Pharmacpoeias, and are very little | 


employed by any Britith practitioner. 


ALLIARIA [Brun.| Herba. 
Eryfimum alliaria Lin. 


Sauce alone, or jack-by-the- 2 


hedge; the plant. 
‘This is common in hedges and 


fhady wafte-places, flowering inMay : 


and fune. The leaves have a bit- 


terifh acid rafte; and, when rubbed — 


between the fingers, emit a ftrong 


{mell, approaching tothat of garlick. : 


They have beenrecommendedinter- | 


nally as fudorifics and deobitruents, 


fomewhat of the nature of garlick, 4 
but much milder; and externally as _ 
antifepticsin gangrenesand cancer- — 


ous ulcers. Hildanus ufed to gather — 
the herb for thefe laft purpofesinthe — 
and expofe it for aday tothe — 
action of a dry air ina thady place; | 
being then committed to the prefs, 
it yielded a Juice poifefling the finell 


foring, 


and tafte of the alliaria; this, he in~ 


forms us, with alittle oilon the fur- 


face, keeps in perfection for years; _ 


whereas the herb«in fubftance foon, ~ 
At pre- — 
fent they are very little employed” 


lofes its virtue in keeping. 


either in medicine or furgery. 





AL LUM : 
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ALLIUM [Lozad. Ed.] radix. 

Allium fativoum Lin, | 

Garlick; the root. 

Thefe roots are of the bulbous 
kind, of an irregularly roundifh 


fhape, with feveral fibres at the - 


bottom: each root is compofed of a 
number of leffer bulbs, called cloves 
of garlick, inclofed in one common 
membranous coat, and eafily fepara- 
ble from each other. All the parts 
of this plant, but more efpecially the 
roots, have a {trong offentive fmell, 
and an acrimonious almoft cauftic 
tafte. The root applied to the fkin 
inflames, and often exulcerates the 
part. Its fmell is extremely pene- 
trating and diffufive; when the root 
is applied tothe feet, its {cent is foon 
difcoverable in the breath; 
when taken internally, its fmell is 
communicated to the urine, or the 
matter of an iffue, and perfpires 
through the pores of the fkin. 

This pungent root warms and 
ftimolates the folids, and attenuates 
tenacious juices. Hence, in cold 
leucophlegimatie habits, it proves a 
powerful expectorant, diuretic; and, 
if the patient be kept warm, fudori- 
fic ; it has alfo been by fome {uppofed 
tobe emmenagogue. In catarrhoas 
diforders of the breaft, flatulent co- 
lics, hyfterical, and other difeafes 
proceeding from laxity of the folids, 
it has generally good effects: it has 
likewife been found ferviceable in 
fome hydropic cafes. Sydenham re- 
Jates, that he has known the dropfy 
cured by the ufe of garlick alone; 
he recommends it chiefly asa warm 
firengthening medicine in the be- 
ginning of the difeafe. 

- Garlick is with fomealfoa favour- 
ite remedy in the cure of intermit- 
tents: and it has been faid to have 
fometimes fucceeded in obftinate 
quartans, after the Peruvian bark 
had failed, particularly when taken 
to the extent of one or two cloves 


and 


a 
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daily ina glafs of brandy or other 
{pirits. 


The liberal ufe of licks is apt 


to.occafion headachs, flatulencies, 
thirft, febrile heats, inflammatory 
diftempers, and fometimes difchar- 
ches of blood from the hamorrhoi- 
dal veffels. In hot bilious'conftitu- 
tions, where there is already a de- 
gree of ichitatiof? and where there 
is reafon to fufpect an unfound fiate 
of the vifcera, this flimulating medi- 
cine is manifeftly improper, and ne- 


ver failsto aggravate the diftemper, | 


The moft commodions form for 
taking garlick, a medicine to moft 
people not a little unpleafant, is 
that of a bolus or pill. Infufions 
in {pirit, wine, vinegar, and water, 


although containing the whole of its | 


virtues, are fo acrimonious, as to be 
unfit for general ufe. Afyrup and 
oxymel of it were formerly kept in 
the fhops ; but it does not now enter 
any ofhcinal preparation in our 
pharmacopeeias; and it is proper 
that even the pills fhould always be 
an extemporaneous prefeription, as 
they fuffer much from keeping. 
Garlick made into an ointment 
with oils, &c. and applied exter- 
nally, is faid to refolve and difenfs 
cold tumours, and has been by fome 
greatly efteemed in cutaneous dif- 
eafes. It has likewife fometimes 
been employed asa repellient. When 


applied under the form of a poultice’ 


to the pubis, it has fometimes prov- 
ed effectual in producing a difcharge 
of urine, when retention has arifen 
from a want of due aétion of the 


bladder: andfome have recommend- , 


ed, in certain cafes of deafnefs, the 
introduétion of afin gle clove, wrapt 
in thin muflin or gauze, into the 
meatus auditorins. 
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Sydenham. af- 


‘ee 


fares us, that among all the fnbftan- eo 


ces which occafion a derivation or 
revulfion from the head, none ope- 
rates more powerfully then garlick 
applied to the foles of the feet: a 

Ac 


122. 


he was led to make ufe of it in the 


‘confluent {mall pox; about the eight 


day after the face began to {well, 
the root cut in pieces, and tied in a 
linen cloth, wasapplied to the foles, 


and renewed once a-day tillall dan- 


- 


ger was over. 


_ALNUS [ Rof/s.] Folia. 

Betula alnus Lin, 

The leaves and bark of the alder 
tree 
Thefe have a bitter ftyptic difa- 
greeable tafte. The bark is recom- 
mended by fome in intermittent fe- 
vers; and a decoétion of it, in gar- 
garifins, for inflammations of the 
tonfils; but it is little employed in 
modern practice. 


ALOE [Lond. Ed.] 

Aloe perfoliata Lin. 

Aloes. 

Aloe is the infpiffated juice of cer- 
tain plants of thefamename. The 


ancients diftinguifhed two forts of 


aloes: the one was pure and of a 
yellowifh colour inclining toa red, 
refembling the colour of a liver, and 


thence named hepatic; the other. 


was full of impurities, and hence 
fuppofed to be only the drofs of the 
better kind. At prefent, various 
forts are met with in the fhops; 
which are diftinguifhed cither from 
ahe places from whence they are 
brought, from the fpecies of the 
plants, or from fome differences in 

the juices themfelves. Three diffe- 
rent kinds may be mentioned, al- 
though two of them only have now 
a place in our phlarmacopoeias, 


(1) ALOoESocoTorINa [Load 
Ed. 

Socotorine aloes. 

This article is brought from the 
ifland Socotora in the Indian ocean, 
wrapt in fkins; icis obtained from 
the Variety ¢ of aloe perfoliata Lin, 
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This fort is the pureft of the three: 
it isof a glofly furface, clear, and ii 


fome degree pellucid ; in the lump; 


of a yellowifh red colour, with : 
purple caft; when reduced to pow: 
der, of a bright golden colour. TI 
is hard and friable in the winter! 
fomewhat pliable in fummer, anc 
grows foft betwixtthe fingers. Its 
tafte is bitter, accompanied with ar 
aromatic flavour, but infufficient tc 
prevent its being difagreeable; the 
fmell is not very unpleafant, anc 
fomewhat refembles that of myrrh: 


(2)ALoE BarBapEnsIs[Lond.] 
HEPATICA [£d.]. 

_ Barbadoes, or hepatic aloes. 

Hepatic aloes is not fo clear and 
bright as the foregoing fort: it is 
alfo of a darker colour, more com- 
pact texture, and for the moft part 
drier. Its fmell is much {tronger 
and more difagreeable ; the tafte in- 
tenfely bitter and nanfeous, with lit- 
tle or nothing of the fine aromatic 
flavour of the Socotorine. The beft 
hepatic aloes comes from Barbadoes 
in large gourd fhells ; an inferior fort 
of it (which is generally foft and 
clammy ) is brought over in galls. 


Q) ALoz CABALLINA. 

Fetid, caballine, or horfe aloes. 

This fort is eafily ian ea 
from both the foregoing, by its 
ftrong rank fmell; altho’ in other 
refpects; itagrees pretty much with 
the hepatic, and is not unfrequently 
fold in its ftead. Sometimes the ca- 
balline aloes is prepared fo pure and 
bright, as not to be diftinguifhable 
by theeye even from the Socotorine; 
but its offenfive fmell, of which it 
cannot be divefted, readily betrays 
it. Ithas notnowa place in the lift of 
aloft any modern pharmacopoeia, 
and is employed chiefly by farriers. 

All the forts of aloes diffolve in 
pare fpirit, proof fpirit, and proof 

es {pirie 


py 
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fpirit diloted with half its weight of 
water; the impurities only being 
left. They difolveal{o by the aflift- 
ance of heat in-water alone; but as 
the liquor grows cold, the refinous 
part fubfides, the pummy remaining 
united with water. The hepatic 
aloes is found to contain more refin 
and lefs gum than the Socotorine, 
and this thanthe caballine. The 
refins of all the forts, purified by 
Fpirit of wine, havelittlefmell: that 
obtained from the Socotorine has 
fcarce any perceptible tafte ; that of 
the hepatic, a flight bitterith relith ; 
and the refin of the caballine, alit- 


tle more of the aloetic flavour. The 


gummy extracts of all the forts are 
lefs difagreeable than the crude a- 
loes: the extract of Socotorine aloes 
has very little fmell, and is in tafte 
not unpleafant ; chee of the hepatic 
has a fomewhat ftronger fmell, but 
is rather more agreeable in “tafte 
than the extract of the Socotorine: 
the gum of the caballine retains a 
confiderable fhare of the peculiar 
rank fmell of this fort of aloes, but 
‘its tafte is not much more unplea- 
fant than that of the extracts made 
from the two other forts. 

Aloes is a ftimulating cathartic 
bitter: if given in fe large a dofe as 
to purge effecinally, it often occa- 
ftons an irritation about the anus, 
and fometimes a difcharge of blood. 
‘Small dofes of it frequently repeat- 
ed, not only cleanfe the prime viz, 
but likewife warm the habit, quick- 
en the circulation, and promote the 
uterine and hemorrhoidal fluxes. 


This medicine is particularly fer- 


viceable in habitual coftivenefs, to 
perfons of a phlegmatic tempera- 
ment and fedentary life, and where 
the ftomach is oppreffed and weak- 
ened :'in dry bilious habits -aloes 
prove injurious, immoderately heat- 
ing the body, and inflaming the 
bowels. ~ 
The juice is likewife, on account 
ef its. bitternefs, fuppofed to kill 


\ 
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worms, either taken internally,-or 
applied in plafters to the umbilical 
region. It is alfo celebrated for re- 
ftraining external hemorrhagies, 
and cleanfing and healing wounds 

and ulcers. 7 . 

The ancients gave aloes in much 
larger dofes than is cuftomary ar 
prefent. Diofcorides orders half a 
dram or a dram for gently loofening 
the belly ; and three drams when 
intended to have the full effect of a 
cathartic. But modern pra¢tice rare- 
ly exceeds a feruple, and limits the 
greateft dofe to two fcruples. For 
the common purpofes of this medi- 
cine, ten or twelve prains fuffice : 
taken in thefe or le{s quantities, it 
acts as a gentle ftimulating ecco- 
protic, capable of removing, if duly 
continued, very obitinate obftruc- 
tions. 

Aloes are much lefs frequently 
ufed to operate as a purgative than 
merely to obviate coflivenefs ; and 
indeed their purgative effect is not 
increafed in proportion to the quan- 
tity that is taken. Perhaps the chief 
objection to aloes, in cafes of habi- 
tual coftivenefs, is the tendency 
which they have to induce and aug- 
ment hemorrhoidal affecticns. And 
with thofe, liable tofech complaints, » 
they can feldom be employed. 
Their purgative effec: feems chiefly 
to depend on their proving a ftimu- 
lus to the rectum. 

Some are of opinion, thatthe pur- 
gative virtue of aloes refides entire- 
ly in its refin : but experience has. 
fhown, that the pure refin has little 
or no pnregative quality ; and rhac 
the gummy part feparated from the 
refinous, acts more powerfully than 
the crude aloes. If the aloesindeed 
be made to undergo long coétion in 
the preparation of the gummy ex- 
tract, its cathartic power will be con- 
fiderably leflened, not from the fe- 
paration of the reiin, but from an al- 
teration made in the juice itfelf by 
the heats he ftronze fi vegetable 

cathar- 


124 
_cathartics become mild by a like 
treatment, without any remarkable 
feparation of their parts. 

Socotorine aloes, as already ob- 
ferved, contain more gummy mat- 
ter thanthe hepatic ; and hence are 
likewife found to purge more, and 
with greater irritation. The firft 
fort, therefore, is moft proper where 
a flimulus is required, as for promo- 
ting or exciting the menftrual flux ; 
whilft the latter is better calculated 
to act as a common purge. It is fup- 
pofed that the vulnerary and balfa- 
mic virtuesof this juice refide chief- 
ly in the refin ; and hence that the 
hepatic aloes, which is moft refi- 
nous, is molt ferviceable in exter- 
nal application. 

Aloes enter many of the officinal 
ak lates f= and compofitions, par- 
ticularly different pills and tinures. 
And according to the particular 
purpofes for which thefe are in- 
tended, fometimes the Barbadoes, 
fometimes the focotorine aloes, are 
the moft proper. But of thefe we 
fhall afterwards have occafion to 
fpeak. 


ALTHEA [ Lond. Ed. Radix, 
folium. 

Althea officinalis Lin. 

Marth- melons The leaf and 
root. | 

This plant grows wildin marthes 
and other moift places, in feveral 
parts of England; though fre- 
quently cultivated for medicinal ufe 
. gardens. All the parts of it have 

a flimy tafte, and abound with a foft 
mucilapinous fabfiance, which is 
readily extracted by water; the 
mucilage of the roots appears to be 
the ftrongeft; and hence this. part 
is generally made ufe of in Preher 
ence to the others. 

This plant has the general virtues 
_ ofan emollicnt medicine, andproves 
ferviceable where the natural mucus 
of the inteflines is abraded. It is 
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chiefly recommended in fharp de 
fluxions upon the lungs, hoarfenefi 
dyfenteries, and likewife in nephri 
tic and calculous complaints; nop 
as fome have fuppofed, that thi 
medicine has any peculiar power a 
diffolving or expelling the calculuss 
but as, by lubricating and relaxin) 
the veffels, it procures a more fre: 
and eafy paflage. Althea root ii 
fometimes employed externally foc 
foftening and maturating hard tw 
mors: chewed, it is faid to giv 
eafe in difficult dentition of chill 
dren. 

This root gave name to an officii 
nal fyrup [Lond. Ed.] decoétior! 
[£d.] and ointment [Lozd. _] anc 
was likewife an ingredient in the 
compound powder of gum tragai 
canth and the oil and plafter of mu: 
cilages [Lozd.] though it does nop 
appear to communicate any particu 
lar virtue to the twe loft, its muci- 
laginous matter not being didchabie 
in oils. 

And of all thefe formulz: the fy= 
rap alone is now retained, | 

ALUMEN [Load. Ed. 

Alum. 

Alum isafalt artificially y “ehdatecdl 
from certain minerals, by calcining» 
and expofing them to the air ; aftert 
which the alumiselixated by means 
of water. The largeft quantities are: 
prepared in England, Germany,, 
and Italy. 

This falt is of a white or pale red! 
colour, of an anftere ftyptic tafte,, 
accompanied with a naufeous {weet-- 
ifinefs. It diffolves in about twelve: 
times its weight of water; and con-. 
cretes apain, upon duly evaporating: 
the folution, into femi-tranfparent 
eryftals, of an octagonal figure. Ex. 
pofed: to the fire, it eafily. melts, 
bubbles up in blifters, emits a copi- 
ous phlegm, /and then turns into a 
light fpongy white mafs, confideras. 
bly more acrid than the alam wasat 
firft: thisurged with aflronger fire, 

yieltee 
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yields a fmall quantity of acid {pi- 
rit, fimilar to that obtained by the 
fame means from vitriol ; the part 
which remains, if the heat has been 
fufficiently intenfe and long conti- 
nued, is an intipid white earth, rea- 
dily foluble in every kind of acid. 
Solutions of alum coagulate milk, 
change the blue colour of vegetable 
juices into a red or purple, and 
turn an infufion of galls turbid and 
whitith. Upon adding fixt alkaline 
falts to thefe folutions, the earth of 
the alum is precipitated, its acid u- 
niting with the alkali intoa neutral 
faline concrete fimilar to vitriolated 
Pxriar. 8 
Alum is a powerful aftringent: it 
is reckoned particularly ferviceable 
for reftraining heemorrhagies, and 
immoderate fecretions from the 
blood ; but lefs proper in inteftinal 
fluxes. In violent hamorrhagies, it 
may be given in dofes of fifteen or 
twenty grains, and repeated every 
hour or half hour till the bleeding 
abates: in other cafes, finaller dofes 
are more advifable; large ones be- 
ing apt to naufeate the ftomach, and 
occafion violent conftipations of the 
bowels. Itis ufed alfo externally, 
in aftringent and repellent ‘lotions 
and collyria. Burnt alum taken in- 
ternally has been highly extolled 
in eafes of colic. In fuch inftances, 
when taken to the extent of a fcru- 
ple for a dofe, it has been faid gent- 
ly to move the belly, and give very 
great relief from the fevere pain. 
Its officinal preparations are, for 
internal ufe, pulvis flypticus, and a- 
qua fiyptica [ Ed. for external ap- 
plications, the agua aluminis, and 
coagulum aluminis (Lond.| and a- 
lumen uftum (Lond. Ed.| which laft 
is no other than the alum dried by 
fire, or freed from the watery moi- 
fore, which, like other falts, it al- 
ways rétains in its eryftalline form. 
By this lofs of its water it becomes 
flarper, fo as to a&t asa flight ef- 
charotic; and it is chiefly with this 
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intention that ir is employedin me- 
dicine, being very rarely taken in- 
ternally. 


AMBRAGRISEA [Dan.] 
Ambra ambrofiaca Lin. 
Ambergris. 

Ambergris is a bituminous fub- 
{tance of a greyifh or afh colour, 
intermingled with yellowifh and 
blackith fpecks or veins: it is ufually 
met with in little opaque rugged 
maffes, very light, of aloofe textare, 
friable inacertain degree like wax ; 
they break rough and uneven, and 
not unfrequently contain pieces of 
fhells, bones of fifhes, and other like 
matters. This concrete is found 
floating on the furface of the fea, or 
thrown out upon the fhores; the 
greateft quantities are met with in 
the Indian ocean; pieces have like- 
wife been now and then difcovered 
in our own andother northern feas. 
Dr Schwediauer fuppofes it to be an 
animal produ&, from its being fo 
frequently found in the belly of the 
phyfeter macrocephalus Lin. 

Pure ambergris foftens between 
the fingers; melts in afmall degree 
of heat into the appearance of oil, 
and ina ftronger heat proves almoft 
totally volatile. Warmed a little, 
it emits a peculiar fragrant fmell ; 
fet on fire, it fmells like burning 
amber. It diffolves, though difh- 
cultly, in fpiritof wine and effen- 
tial oils ; but not in exprefied oils 
or in water. . 

Ambergris is in generalthe moft 
agreeable of the perfumes, and rare- 
ly accompanied with the inconve- 
niences which other fubfances of 


has been looked upon as an high 


in nervous complaints ; 4 folution of 
it in a fpirit diftilled from rofes, 
ftands recommended by Hofiman as. 
one of the moft cfiicaciows corfobo- 
rants of the nervous fyftem. TheO- 
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rientals entertain an high opinion of 


the aphrodifiac virtues of this con- 
crete; andlikewife fuppofe that the 
frequent ufe of it conduces to long 
life: But itis now very little em- 
ployed i in pra¢tice, and has no place 
either inthe London or Edinburgh 
Pharmacopceias ; yet its fenfible 
qualities give reafon for’ believing 
that it may be a more active medi- 
cine than fome articles which are 
although credit is by no 
means to be paid to all that has 
been faid with regard to it. 


AMMONIACUM GUMMI 
RESINA [Lond. Ed.] 

Ammoniacum, the gum-refin. 

Ammoniacum is a concrete gum- 
my refinous juice, brought from the 
Haft Indies, ufually in large mafles, 
compofed of little lumps or tears, of 
a milky colour, but foon changing, 
upon being expofed to the air, of a 
yellowith hue. We have nocertain 
account of the plant which affords 
this juice; the feeds ufually found 


_among the tears refemble thofe of 


the umbelliferous clafs. It has been, 
however, alleged, and not without 
fome deorec of probability, that it 
is an exadation from a fpecies of the 
ferula, another {pecies of which pro- 
duces the affafoetida. The plant 
producing it is faid to grow in Nu- 
bia, Abyflinia, and the interior parts 
of Epypt. Sach tears as are large, 
dry, free from little ftones, feeds, 
or otherimpurities fhould be picked 
out and preferred for internal ufe ; 
the coarfer kind is purified by folu- 


_ tion andcolature, andthencarefally 


infpiffatingit; unlefs chisbe artfully 
managed, the gum will lofe a confi- 
derable deal of its more volatile 
parts. There is ofteu vended in the 
fhops, under the name of {trained 
gum ammoniacum, a compofition of 
ingredients much inferior in virtue. 

Ammoniacum has a naufeous fweet 


tafte, followed by a bitter one; and — 


e 
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of galhanum, but more grateful: it 
foftens in the mouth, and grows of 
a whire colour upon being chewed!) 
Thrown upon live coals, it burns a~ 
way in flame: it is in fome degree: 
foluble in water and in vinegar,, 
with which it affames the appear- 
ance of milk ; but the refinous part,, 
amounting to about one half, fub-: 
fides on ftanding. . 

Ammoniacum is an ufeful deob-- 
ftruent ; and frequently prefcribed: 
for opening obftructions of the ab-- 
dominal vifcera and in hyfterical 
diforders occafioned by a deficiency’ 
of the menftrual evacuations. It is: 
likewife fuppofed to a&t upon the: 
pulmonary veflels; and to prove of 


confiderable fervice in fome kinds of 


afthmas, where the lungs are op-: 
prefled by vifcid phlegm: with this 
intention, a folution of gum ammo- 
niacum in vinegar of {quills proves 
a medicine of great efficacy, though 
not a little unpleafant. In long and 
obftinate colics proceeding from vil- 
cid matter lodged in the inteftines, 
this gummy refin has produced hap- 
py effects, after purges andthe com- 
mon carminatives had been ufed in 
vain. Ammoniacum is moft com- 
modionfly taken inthe form of pills : 
about a fcruple may be given every 
night, or oftener. Externally, it is 
fuppofed to feften and ripen hard 
tumours: a folution of it in vinegar 
{tands recommended by fome forre- 
folving even f{cirrhous f{wellings. A 
plafler made of it and fquill-vinegar, 
is recommended by fome in white 
{wellings. Acdilute mixture of the 
fame islikewife rnbbed onthe paris, 
which are alfo fumigated with the 
{moke of juniper-berries. 

In the fhopsis prepared a folution 
of it in pennyroyal water, called, 
from its milky colour, lac prrporitter 
eae: Tt is an ingredient alfo in 

the pil. foillit, [&d.] 
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AMYGDALA AMARA. 
DULCIS [Lozd. Ed.| Nucleus. 

Amygdalus communis Lin. Var.y.p. 

Biter and {weet almond. The 
kernel. . 
‘The almond‘sa flattifh kernel, of 

a white colour, covered with a thin 
brownith fkin ; of a feft fweet tafte, 
or a difapreeable bitter one. The 
fkins of both forts are vnpleafant, 
and covered with an acrid powdery 
fubflance: they are very apt to be- 
‘come rancid on keeping, and to be 
preyedonby akind of infect, which 
“eats. out the internal part, leaving 
the almond to appearance entire. To 
thefe circumftances regard ought to 
‘be had in the choice of them. 

- The fruit which affordsthefe ker- 
| 


nels, is the prodnce of a tree nearly 


refembling the peach. The eye dif- 
tinguifhes no difference betwixt the 
trees which produce the fweet and 
bitter, or betwixt the kernels them- 
delves; it 1s faid that the fame tree 
has, by a difference in culture, af- 
forded both. ~~~ 
~ Both forts ofalmonds yield, on ex- 
preffion, a large quantity of oil, 
which has no fmell or any particular 
tafte: this oil feparates likewife up- 
| 
| 





: 
! 


pon boiling the almonds in water, 
and is gradually collected on the 
_furface: but on triturating the al- 
_monds with water, the oil and wa- 
| ter unite together, by the media- 
tion of the other matter of the ker- 
nel, and form an unétuous milky 
lignor. : eee 
Sweet almonds are of greater ufe 
in food than as medicines, but they 
are reckoned to afford little nourifh- 
ment; and when eaten in fubftance 
are not eafy of digeftion, .onlefs 
thoroughly comminuted, They are 
fuppofed, on account of their foft 
unctuous guality, to obtund acrimo- 
Nious juicesin the primee viz : peel- 


at a time, fometimes give prefent 
relief in. the heartburn. 
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Bitter almonds have been found 
poifonous to dogs and fundry other 
animals; and a water diftilled from 
them, when made of a certain de- 
gree of ftrength, has had the fame 
cfiedis. Neverthelefs, when eaten, 
they appear innocent to men, and 
have been not unfrequently ufed as. 
medicines: Boerhaave recommends 
them, in fubfiance, as diuretics 
which heat but moderately, and. 
which may therefore be ventured 
upon in acute difeafes. ‘ 

The oils obtained by expreffion 
from both forts of almonds are in 
theirfenfible qualities the fame. The 
general virtues of thefe oils are, to 
blunt acrimonious humours, and to 
foften and relax the folids: hence 
their ufe internally, in tickling 
coughs, heat of urine, pains and in- 
flam mations; and externally, inten- 
fion and rigidity of particular parts. 

The mitky folutions of almondsin 
watery liquors, commonly called e- 
mulfions, contain the oi] of the {ub- 
ject, and participate in fome degree 
of its emollient virtue; but have this 


advantage above the pure oil, that 


they maybe given in acute or inflam- 
matory diforders, without danger of 
the ill efie’s which the oil might 


-fometimes produce ; fince emulfions 


do not turn rancid or acrimonious by 


heat, as all the oils of thiskind ina 


little time do. Several un@uous and 
refinous fubftances, of themfelves 
not mifcible with water, may by tri- 
turation with almonds be eafily mix- 


ed with it intothe form of an emul- 


fion; and thus excellently fitted 
for medicinal ufe. In‘this form, cam- 
phorand therefinous purgativesmay 
be commodioufly taken. The only 
officinal preparations of almonds 


are, the exprefi doi and emulfion. 
The common emulhon, ‘or the Jac 
amypdalee, as itis now called by the 
London college, is prepared from 
the fweet almond alore; butin the 
emulfion of the Edinburgh college, a 


finall 
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{mall proportion of bitter almonds is 
added, which has a much better ef- 
feé& in improving its tafte tham the 
fugar added by the London college. 
An emulfion formed entirely of bit- 
ter almonds, taken to the quantity 
of a pint or two daily, is faid tohave 
been given in obftinate intermit- 
tents with fuccefs. 


_ANCHUSA [E£d.] Radix. 

Anchufa tinforia Lin. 

Alkanet root, 

Alkanet is a rough hairy plant, 
much refembling the vipers buglofs : 
itschief difference from the common 
bugloffes conlifts in the colour of its 
roots; the cortical part of which is 
of a dafkky red, and imparts am ele- 
gant deep red to oils, wax, and all 
unctuous fabftances, but not to wa- 
tery liquors. This plant is a native 
of the warmer parts of Europe ; it 
is fometimes cultivated in our gar- 
dens; but the greateft quantities are 
raifed inGermany and France, par- 
ticularly about Montpelier, from 
whence the dried roots are ufually 
imported tous. The alkanet root 
produced in England is much infe~ 
rior in colour to that brought from 
abroad ;_ the Englith being only 
hen reddith, the others of a deep 
purplith red: this has indaced:fome 
to fufpec&t that the foreign roots 
owe part of their colour to art, but 
we think without fuflicient founda 
tion. 

Alkanet root has little er no 
fell: when recent, it has a bit- 
terith aftringent tafte ; but .when 
dried fearce any. ‘As to its virtues, 
the prefent practice expects not any 
from it. Its chief ufe ts for colour- 
ing oils, ointments, and plafters. As 
the colour is confined to the cortical 
part, the fmall roots are beft, thefe 
having proportionably more bark 
than the large. 


PR (Cod Tee ae Oey ee 


Materia Medica. 


Part IT. 

ANETHUM [Lozd. ak Se 
WE 71 « 

Anethum graveolens Line 

Dill, the feed. 

Dillisan umbeltiferous plant, cul- 
tivated in gardens, as well for culi-. 
nary as medical ufe. The feeds are: 
of a nate yellowifh colour, in fhape: 
nearly oval, convex on one fide, flat! 
onthe other. Their tafte is mode-. 
ratcly warm and pungent; their: 
fmell aromatic, but not of the moft: 
agreeable kind. Thefe feedsare ree 
commended as a carminative in fla-. 
tulent colics. The moft efficacious ; 
preparations of them are, the diftill- 
ed oil, and atinture or extract mad 
with rectified fpirit. A fimple dit 
tilled water prepared from thefe 
feeds has a place both inthe London 
and Edinburgh Parmacopeeias. 


ANGELICA [Lond. Ed.| Ra- 
dix, caulis, folium, femen. 

Angelica archangelica Lin. 

Angelica, the root, ftalk, leaf, 
and feed. : 

Garden angelica isa large i 
liferous plant, growing {pontaneouf- 
lyin the northern climates: tor the 
wfe of the fhops, it is cultivated in 
gardens inthe different parts of Eu- 
rope. Bohemia and Spain are faid 
to produce the beft. Angelica roots 
are apt to grow mouldy, and be 
preyed upon by infects, unlefs tho- 
roughly dried, kept ina dry place, 
and frequently aired, appre- 
hend, that the roots which are fub- 
ject to this inconvenience might be 
preferved, by dipping them in boil- | 
ing fpirit, or expofing them to its 
fteam, after they are dried. 

All the parts of angelica, efpe-— 
cially the roots, have afragrant aro- 
matic {mell; and a pleafant bitterith 
warm tafte, glowing upon the lips 
and palate for along time after they 


have been chewed. The flavour of © 


the feeds and leaves is very perifh-— 
able ; poy that of the latter, 
which 


which, on being barely dried, lofe 
the greateft part of their tafte and 
{mell: the roots are more tenacious 
of their flavour, though even thefe 
lofe part of it upon keeping. The 
freth root, wounded early im the 
fpring, yields an odorous, yellow 
juice ; which, flowly exficcated, 
proves an elegant pummy refin, ve- 
ry rich in the virtues of the angelica. 
On drying the root, this juice con- 
cretesinto diftiné molecule, which 
on cutting it longitudinally, appear 
diftributed in little veins ; in this 
ftate, they are extracted by pure 
fpirit, but not by watery liquors. 
Angelica is one of the moft ele- 
ant aromatics of European growth, 
though little regarded inthe prefent 
ractice. The root, which is the | 
oft efficacious part, is ufed in the 
bromatic tin@ture. The ftalks make 
n agreeable fweetmeat. i 

Befides the angelica archangeli- 
ka, or garden-angelica, as itis com- 
monly called, the Edinburgh college 
ill alfo give a place to the root of 
the angelica fylveftris, or wild an- 
elica. But it feems to differ only 
From the former in being much 
Weaker, and might we think with 
propriety be rejected. 


























| ANISUM [Lond. Ed.] Semen. 

| Pimpinella anifum Lin, 
Anife, the feed. : 

Anife is an annual umbelliferous 
plant, growing naturally in Crete, 
byria, and other places of the eaft. 
it is cultivated in fome parts of 
‘rance, Germany, and Spain, and 
hay be raifed alfo in England : the 
eds brought from Spain, which 
ive {maller than the others, are pre- 
ferred, 
| Anifeeds have an aromatic fmell, 
nda pleafant warm tafte, accompa- 
lied with a degree of {weetnefs. 
Water extracts very little of their 
lavour ; rectified fpirit the whole. 
| Thefe feeds are in the number of 
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the four greater hot feeds: their | 


principal afe is in flatulent diforders, 
and in the gripes to which young 
children are fubject. Frederic Hoff- 
man ftrongly recommends them in 
weaknels of the ftomach, diarrhoeas, 
and for ftrengthening the tone of 
the vifcera in general ; and thinks 
they well deferve the appellation 
given them by Helmont, cnte/fino- 
rum folamen. - 
There were formerly feveral offi« 
cinal preparations of thefe feeds, 


but the only one now retained isan 


effential oil. 


ANTIMONIUM (Lond. Ed.] 

Stibium five antimonium fulphu- 
ratum. 

Antimony. 

Autimony is a ponderous brittle 


mineral, compofed of long fhining 
ftreaks like needles, inter ; 
+: 


+ 


witha dark lead-coloured{ubftance; 
of no manifeft tafteor fmell. There 
are feveral mines of itinGermany, 


Hungary, and France: and fome 
likewife in England. The Englifh 
feemsto be of all thefe the leaft pro- 
per for medicinal ufe, as frequently 
containing a portion of lead. The 
fubftances found mixed with the 
foreign forts are generally of the 
unfafible ftony kind, from which 
the antimony is melted out in vef- 
fels, whofe bottom is perforated with 
{mall holes, and received in conical 
moulds ; in thefe, the lighter and 
more droffy matter arifes to the 
furface ; whilft the more pure and 
ponderous fubfides to the bottom ; 
hence the upper broad part of the 
loaves is confiderably lefs pure than 
the lower. 
The goodnefs of antimony is 
jadged of from its weight ; from the 
loaves not being fpongy or blebby; 
from the largenefsof the ftrize ; and 
from the antimony totally evapora- 
ting in a ftrong fire. 
Antimony was employed by the 
I alle 
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ancients in collyria again{t inilam- 
mations of the eyes ; and for ftain- 
ing the eyebrows black. Its inter- 
nal ufe does not feem to have been 
eftablifhed till towards the end of 
the fifteenth century ; and even at 
that time it was by many looked 
upon as poifonous. . But experience 
has now fully evinced, that pure 
antimony, in its crude ftate, has no 
noxious quality, being often ufed, 
particularly in chronic eruptions ; 
that fome of the preparations of it 
are medicines of great eflicacy; and 
that though many of them are moft 
_ violently emetic and cathartic, yet 
even thefe, by a flight alteration or 
addition, lofe their virulence, and 
become mild in their operation. 
This mineral appears from che- 
mical experiments to confift of a 
metal, united with common ful- 
Pebor, and feparable i in its metallic 
form by the fame means by which 
other metallic bodies are extracted 
from their ores. 
_- ‘The pure metal operates, in a 
very minute dofe, with extreme ve- 
hemence, asa purgative and eme- 
tic: when combined with fulphur, 
as in the crude mineral, its power 
is reftrained : diveter of the in- 





flammable principle which it has in 


common with all perfe&ly metallic 
bodies, it becomes an indolent calx. 

Antimony i is at prefent the bafis 
of many officinal preparations, af- 


terwards to be treated of. But be-~ 
fides thofe ftill retained, many o- 


thers have been formerly i in ufe, 
and are ftill employed by: different 
‘practitioners. We (hall here there- 
fore fubjoin a table drawn up by 
_ Dr Black, exhibiting a diftiné 
‘view of the whole that were for- 
ee in ufe. It may be proper, 
however, to obferve, thatthe names 
ufed in this table refer not to the 
prefent edition of the London Phar- 
macopoeia, but to that of 1746. 


Materia Medica. 


Part II. 


Dr Black’s Tasus of the Prepa. 
RATLONS OL ANTIMONY. _ 
The Preparations of Antimony art 
sg ined either fromthe crude an 
mony, oF from the pure metalli 
of i called regulus. 
From CrRupE ANTIMONY. 
I. By fimple palverifation. 
Antimonium rreparatum. Ed. etLem 
II. By the action of heat and air. 
Flores antimonii. fine addita 
Vitrum antimonii. Ed. et Lond, 
Vitrum antimonii ceratum. Ed. 
III. By the aGion of fixed alkalis., 
I. Joined with it by fufion. He: 
PARS of antimony. 
Mepar antim. mitiffimus, vulge 
Regulus antim, medicinalis. 
Hepar fer the Kermes mineral O 
Geofiroy. 5 ee 
oe for the cai antimonii. Lon 
2. Acting upon it in the form oO 
watery fojution. 
Kermes mineralis. 
Sulphur antim. preapicen um. Ed 
_ et Lond. ere 
Vulgo fuiphur auratum antimonii. 
IV. By melting or deflagrating i 
with nitre, which produces eithe 
croci or calces of antim. : 
Crocus antim. mitiffimus, vulg: 
Regulus antim. medicinalis, 
Crocus antimonii mitior. 
Crocus antimonii. Lond. 
Crocus antimonii, vulgo crocus x hay 
lorum. Ed. 
Orocus antimonii lotus, Lond. 
Antimon,. emeticum mitius 
* Boerh. . | 
Calx antimonii nitrata. 
James's powder. 
Calx antimonii. Lond. Vulgo antinn 
diaphoreticum: | 
V. By the action of acids. _ 
- Antimon. vitriolatum -Klaunig 
Antimon. catharticam. Wilfon 
Caufticum antimeniale, vulgoButyrun 
Antim. Ed. 
Caufticum antimoniale. Lond. 
_ Mercurius vit, five pulvis Alge 
Totti. 
Bezoardicum minerale: 
Ficris antim. cum fale ammonia 
co. 
Tartarus | antimonialis, vulgo & 
meticus. Ed. et 
‘Tartarus emeticus. Tonak : 
Vinum antimoniale. Ed. et Lond. 
Vinum ¢ tartare antimoniali; Ed: 
ee . ERG 


tag Tk 


Ed. Vulg; 


FroM THE REGULUs. 

This metal feparated from the ful- 
phur by different proceifes, is 
called Regulus antimouii fimplex, 

_ Regulus antimonii martialis, Re- 
gulus jovialis, &c. From it were 
prepared, 
L By the adtion of heat aid air, 
Flores argentei, five nix antim. 
Il. By the action of nitre, 
Ceruffa antimonii. 
Stomachicum Poterii. 
Antihecticum Poterii. 
Cardiacum Poterii. 

: Preparations which have their name 
from antimony, but icarcely con- 

- tain any of its metallic part. 

_. Cinnabaris antimonii. Lond. 
Tinctura antimonii. Lond. 


In the various preparations of an- 
timomy, the reguline part is either 
combined with an acid, or ina con- 
dition to be ated upon by acid in 
the ftomach ; and the general ef- 
fects of antimonials are, diaphorefis, 
_naufea, full vomiting and purging, 
which perhaps may be be% obtained 
by the forms of prepared antimony 
and emetic tartar. Some allege that 
“antimonials are of the moft ufe in 
-fevers when they do not produce 
any fenfible evacuation, as is faid to 
be the cafe fometimes with James’s 
powder. Some therefore prefer it 
in typhus, and emetic tartar in {y- 
nochus, in which there is the ap- 
pearance at firft of more activity in 
the fyftem, and more apparent caufe 
for evacuation. 


APIUM [Gen. ] Rad. fol. femen. 
- Apium graveolens Lin, 
Smallage ; the roots, leaves, and 
feeds. 
This plant is larger thanthe gar- 
den parfley,of a darker green colour, 
and of a {tronger and more unplea- 
fant flavour. ‘The roots are in the 


number of the five called opening 


roots,and have been fometimes pre- 
{cribed as an ingredient in aperient 
apozems and diet-drinks; but are 
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at prefent difregarded. The feeds 
of the plant are moderately aroma- 
tic, and were formerly ufed as car- 
minatives; with which intention 
theyare, doubtlefs, capable of doing 
fervice, thoughthe othery 
with which the fhops are furnifhed 
render thefe unnecellary. 


AR ABICUM GUM, Vide 
GumMMI ARABICUM. 


ARGENTUM (Lond.] 

Silver. 

Silver is intitled to a place in the 
materia medica, only as ere the 
bafis of different preparatioiis ; and 
of thefc, although feveral were for- 
merly in ufe, yet one only now re- 
tains a place either in the London 
or Edinbaroh pharmacopeeias. 

Abundance of virtues have indeed 
been attributed to crude filver by 
the Arabizas, and by fome alfo of 
later times, but on very little foun- 
dation. This metal, taken in its 


crude ftate, has no effe& in the bo- | 


dy: combined with a {mall quan- 


tity of the nitrous acid, it proves a 


powerful, though not always a fafe, 
hydragogue; with alarger, a {trong 
cauftic. The nitrous acid is the on- 
ly one that perfeétly diffolves: this 
metal : 
minute portion of marine acid, or 
fubftances containing it, the liquor 
turns milky, and the filver falls to 
the bottom in form of a white calx : 
hence we are furnifhed with a me- 
thod of difcovering marine fale in 


lisa oe va 


ARISTOLOCHIA rd. ‘| Rad. 

-Birthwort : the root. 

Three roots of this name were 
formerly direcked for medicinal ufe, 


and have ftilla ba in oie fm 


macopoeias. 


(1)ARISTOLOCHIA Lonca Lin. 
Long Birthwort. 
I2 This 


varmdfeeds. 


on adding to this folution a | 





£32. 

This is a tuberous root, fometimes 
about the fize of the finger, fome- 
times as thick as a man’s arm, and 
a foot inlength: it is nearly of an 


equal thicknefs all over, or a little 


thicker in the middle than at the 
ends : the ourfide is of a brownith 
colour; the infide yellowith. 


(2) ARISTOLOCHIA ROTUNDA 
Lin, 
Round birthwort. 
This has fcarce any other vifible 
difference from the foregoing than 
its roundifh fhape. 


(3) ARISTOLOCHIA TENUIS. 

Ariftolochia clematis Lin. 

Slender birthwort. 

This is a long and flender root, 

rarely exceeding the thicknefs of a 
goofe-quill. 

Thefe roots are the produce of 
Spain, Italy, and the fouthern parts 
of France. Their fmell is fome- 
what aromatic; theirtaftc warm and 
bitterifh. Authors in general repre- 
fent them as extremely hot and pun- 
gent : fome fay they are the hotteft 
ne all the aromatic plants; but as 
ufually met with in the fhops they 
have no great pungency. Vhe long 
and round forts, on being firft chew- 
ed, fcarce difcover any tafte, but in 
a little time prove naufeoufly bitter- 
ifh; the long fomewhat the leaft fo. 
The other fort. inftantly fills the 
mouth with an aromatic bitternefs, 
which is not ungrateful. ‘Their me- 
dicinal virtues are, to heat, ftimu- 
late, and promote the fluid fecretions 
in general; but they are principally 
celebrated in fuppreflions of female 
evacuations. The dofe in fubftance 
is from a fcrupletotwodrams. The 
jong fort is recommended external- 
ly for cleanfing and drying wounds 
and ulcers in cutaneous difeafes.— 
None of them, however, are now in 
fo much efteem as formerly ; and 
while all of themarebanifhed from 
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the pharmacopoeia of the London 
college, the ariffelochia tenuis, is a= 
lone retained in that of Edinburgh. 


ARNICA [Lond. Ed.] Herba, ; 
flos, radix. 

Arnica montana Lin. 

German leopard’s bane ; 
herb, flowers, and roots, 

This article had formerly a place 
in our pharmacepoeias, under the 
title of Doronicum Cermanicum. 
Then, however, it was little known 
or ufed ; and being juftly confider- 
ed as one of the deleterious vegeta- 
bles, it was rejected: but it has a- 
gain been intreduced into the litt, 
both of the London and Edinburgh 
colleges, on the authority of frefh — 
obfervations, particularly of thofe of 
Dr Collins of Vienna, who has late- 
ly publifhed a Differtation on the 
Medical Virtues of the Arnica. 

This plant grows in different 
parts of Europe, particularly in Ger- 
many. It has an acrid bitter tafte, 
and when bruifed, emits a pungent 
odour, which excites {neezing. On 
this account, the country people ing 
fome partsof Germany ufe it in 
{nuff, and fmoke it like tobacco. It 
was formerly reprefented as a re- 
medy of great efficacy againft effu- 
fions and fuffufions of blood, from 
falls, bruifes, or the like; and it 
was then alfo mentioned as a reme- 
dy in jaundice, gout, nephritis, &c. 
but in thefe affections it is now very 
little, if at all, employed. | 

Of late it has been principally re- 
commended in paralytic affections, 
and in cafes where a lofs or diminu- 
tion of fenfe arifes from an affection 
of the nerves, as in inftances of » 
amaurofis. In thefe, it has chiefly 
been employed under the form-of 
infufion. From a dram to half an 
ounce of the flowers has been direét- 
ed tobe infufed in a point of boiling 
water, and taken in different dofes” 
in the courfe of the day : fometimes 

See if 
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it produces vomiting, fometimes 
fweating, fometimes diurefis; but 
frequently its ufe isattended with no 
feniible operation, unlefs it can be 
confidered as fuch,that in fome cafes 
of paralyfis, the cure is faid to be 
preceded by a peculiar prickling, 
and by fhooting pains in the affect- 
ed parts. 

Befides, being employed in para- 
lytic affections, it has alfo been of 
fate reprefented as a very powerful 
antifpafmodic ; and itis faidto have 
been fuecefsfully employed in fevers, 
particularly thofe of the intermittent 
kind, and likewife in cafes of gan- 

egtene. In thofe difeafes it has been 
faid to prove as efficacious as the 
peravian bark, when employed un- 
der the form of a pretty flrong de- 
cottion, taken in fimall dofes fre- 
quently _ repeated, or under the 
form of an ele€tuary with honey. 

Bat thefe alleged virtues of the 
arnica have not been confirmed by 
any trials made in Britain with 
which we are acquainted ; and we 
are of opinion, that its real influ- 
ence {till remains to be determined 
by future obfervations. It is howe- 
ver, one of thofe active fubftances 
from which fomething may be ex- 
pected. 

ARSENICUM, 

- Arfenic. ° 

Arfenic is contained, in greater 
ot lefs quantity, in moft kinds of 
ores, particularly in thofe of tin and 
bifmuth, in the white pyrites, and 
in the mineral called coda/t. From 
thislaft, greateft part of the arfenic 
brought to usis extracted by a kind 
of fublimation: the arfenic arifes at 
firftin the form of greyifh meal ; 
which more carefally refublimed, 
concretes into tranfparent maffes, 

the white arfenic of the fhops. 

Arfenic fublimed with one-tenth 
its weight of fulphur, unites there- 

with intoa bright yellow mafs, in 
fome degree tranfparent; the com- 
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mon ye//ow arfenic. On doubling 
the quantity of fulphur, the com- 
pound proves more opaque and com- 
pact; of a deep red colour, refem- 
bling that of cinnabar, but with this 
difference, that it lofes of its beauty 
upon being reduced into powder, 
whilft that of cinnabar is improved 
by this means: this is the common 
ved arfenic. By varying the pro- 
portions of arfenic and fulphur,’ 
{ublimates may be obtained of a 
great variety of fhades of yellow 
and red. 

Natural mixtures of arfenic and 
fulphur, refembling the foregoing 
preparations, are not unfrequently 
met with in the earth. The foflil 
red arfenic is the /axdaracha of the 
Greeks, the rea/gar and refigal of 
the Arabians. Both the red and 
yellow, when of a {mooth uniform 
texture, are named zernichs ; and 
when compofed of {mall fcales or 
leaves, auripigmenta, or orpimeuts : 
the laft are the only fubftances to 
which the Greeks gave the name 
«pooner, That the zarnichs and or- 
piments really contain arfenic (con- 
trary to the opinion of fome late. 
writers) is evident from faundry ex- 
periments, whereby a perfec arfe- 
nic, and inconfiderable quantity, is 
obtainable from them. The compi- 
lersof a former edition of che Edin- 
burgh Difpenfatory therefore very 
jultly gave fandaracha Gracorumas 
a fynonymon toredar/fenic ; and au- 
ripigmentum to the yellow. 

The pure or white arfenic has a 
penetrating corrofive tafte ; and ta- 
ken into the body tothe extent even 


of only afew grains, it proves a moft 


violent poifon. Befides the effects 
which it has in common with other 
corrofives, it remarkably inflames 
the coats of the {ftomach, occafions 


afwelling and fphacelation of the 


whole body, anda fudden putrefac- 
tion after death, particularly, as is 
faid, of the genitals in men. Where 
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the quantity is fo very fmall as not 
to prove fatal, tremors, palfies, and 
lingering hedtics fucceed. The re- 
medies recommended for counter- 
acting the effects of this poifon are, 
milk and oily liquors immediately 
and liberally drank. 

‘Some recommend acids, particu- 
larly vinegar, as antidotes againft 
this poifon. Others recommend a 
“ watery folution of calcareous oraika- 
line hepar fulphuris, which is found 
tocombine with arfenic and deftroys 
moft of its properties. Itis faid to 
be better ‘from a little ivon in the 
folution. The dry hepar may alfo be 
made into pills, and warm water 
drank above them. 

Notwithftanding, however, the 
very violent effects of arfenic, irhas 
been employed in the cure of dif- 
eafes, both as applied externally 
and as taken internally. External- 
ly, white arfenic has been chiefly 
employed in cafes of cancer ; and 
as ufed in this way, it is fuppofed 
that its good effects depend oa its 
acting as a peculiar corrofive ; and 
itis imagined, that arfenic isthe 
bafis of a remedy long celebrated 
in cancer, which , however, is fill 
kept a fecret by ‘a family "of the 
name of Plunket in Ireland. Ac- 
cording to the beft coujectures, 
their application confifts of the pow- 
der of fome vegetabies,par ticularly 
the ranunculus flammeus and cotula 
foetida, with a confiderable pro- 
portion of arfenic and flower of 
fulphur intimately mixed iogether. 
This powder, madeinto a pafte with 
the white of an egg, is applied to 
the cancerous part which it is in- 
tended te corrode ; and being co- 


vered with a piece of thin bladder, | 


{fmeared alfo with the white of an 
egg, it is fuifered to lie on from 
twenty-four to forty-eight hours ; 


and afterwards the efchar is to be 


treated with foftening digettive, as 
in other cafes, This application, 
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whether it be precifely the fame 
with Plunket’s remedy or not, and 
likewife arfenic in mere fimple 
forms, have in fome inftances been 
productive of good effects. It is in- 
deed a powerful efcharotic, occafi- 
oning acute pain; but it has the pe- 
culiar excellence of not extending 
its operation laterally. But if in 
fome cafes it has been beneficial, in 
others ir muit be allowed it does 
harm. Whileit hasoccafioned very 
confiderable pain, it has given the 
parts no difpofition to heal, the pro- 
grefs of the ulceration being even 
more rapid than before. : 
White arfenic has alfo been re-~ 
commended as a remedy for cancer 
when taken internally. With this 
intention, four grains of arfenic, of 
a clear white fhining appearance, 
and in fimall cryftals, is directed to 
be diffolved ina pint of diftilled wa- 
ter: and of this folution the patient 
is to take a table fpoonful with an 
equal quantity of milk and a little 
fyrup of white popies, every morn- 
ing fafting, taking care to tafte no- 
thing for an hour after it. After 
this has been continued for about 
eight days, the quantity is tobe en- 
creafed, and the dofes more fre- 
quently repeated, till the folution be 
taken by an adult tothe extentof fix 


table fpoonfuls in the courfeof aday. 


Mr Le F ebure, who is, we believe, 
the introducer of this " pradtice, af- 
firms that he has ufed it in more than 
two hundred inftances without any 
bad effect, and with evident proofs 
of its eficacy, But when employed 
by others, ithas by no means been 
found equally efficacious; and in- 
deed it is very doubrful to. what de- 
gree arfenic can be diflolvedin fim- 
ple water. 

Arfenic, in fabftance, to the ex 
tent of an eight ofa grain fora dofe, 
combined witha little of the flowers 
of fulphur, has been faid to be em- 
ployed internally in fome very obe 
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» extenfive fale, under the title of 


dical 8 


ftinate cafes of entaneous difeafes, 
and with the beft effe&. But of 
this we have no experience. 
Ofallthe difeafes in which white 
. has been ufed internally, 
there isno one in which ithas been 
fo frequently and {ofuccefsfully em- 
ployed asinthe cure of intermittent 
fevers. It has long been ufed in 
Lincolnthire, and fome other of the 


fenny countries, under the name of 


the arfenic drop, prepared in diffe- 
rent ways: : And it is conjectured, 
thatanarticle, which has hada very 
the 
taftelefs ague-drop, the torm of pre- 
aring which, however, is ftill-cept 


‘a fecret, is nothing elfe but a folu- 


tion of arfenic. But whether this 
be the cafe or not, we have now 
the moft fatisiactory information 
concerning this article, in the Me- 
.eports of the effects of Ar- 
fenic in the cure of Agues, 
ting Fevers, and De riod'c Headachs, 
by Dr Fowler of Stafford. He di- 
recs, that. fixty-four grains of arfe- 
nic, reduced toa very fine powder, 


ic 2mk- 


@and mixed with as much fixed vege. 
table alkaline falr, { 


hould be added 
to half a pound of diftitled water, in 


“a Florence flaf: that it fhould then 


be placed ina fand heat, and gently 


-boiled till the arfenic be complete! ly 


diffolved; that after the folution is 
cold, half an ounce of compound 


fpirit of lavender be added to it, and 


as much diftilled water 23 to make 
the whole folntion amount to 2 
pound. This folution is taken in 


dofes, regulated according to the 


age, firength, and other circum- 
‘ftances of the patient, from two to 
_twelves drops, once, twice, or often- 


er in the courfe of the day. And in 
the difeafes nentioned above, parti- 
ticularly in intermittents, it hasbeen 


found to bea fafe and very effica- 
cious remedy, both by Dr Fowler 
and by other practioners: but in 


fomeinitances, even when given in 


Deere. ST ee A ses.) CT LS) | Peis itd Peek Op Cn een (Cas a ee. neta 
ee ie ‘ at AAR tay r ee ¥ 


Materia Medica. 


135: 


very {mall dofes, we have found it. 
excite violent vomiting. But be- 
fides this, it has alfo been alleged 
by fome, that thofe cured of inter- 
mittents by arfenic, are very liable, 
to become phthifical. | 
If arfenic fhall ever be extenfive- 
ly.employed internally, it will ‘pro- 
vably be moft certain and moft fafe 


in its operation when brought to the 


ftate of a falt readily foluble in wa- 
ter. Mr Morveautellsus, that it may 
be broughrro the ftate of atrue neu- 
tral falt in the following manner : 
hax welltogether equal quantities of 
titre and of pure white arfenic; put 
them into a retort, and difiill at firft 
with a senile heat, but afterwards 
with fo frong a heat as to redden 
the bottom of the retort. By this 
means the aitrou usacid, united tothe 
phiogifton of the arfenic, will arife 
into thoreceiver, and the alkaline 
babs of tle nitre will unite with 


‘the acid of the arfemic, and will be 


found in the bottom of #1] 
the formof a neutra 
be obtained in the m of cry fials 
of a prifmatie figure, by diffolving 
the neutral in diftitted water, filter- 







ing the folution through paper, eva- 


porating and cryftallizing. 

We have been informed, that a 
very pure fal arfenici, readily foluble | 
in water, has been prepared by Mr 
Milner, profeffor of chemiftry at 
Cambridge ; ; and that it has been 


employed with ereat faccefs by fe- 


Vverar praditioners in that neigh- 
bourhood. But with the procefs 
which he follows, we are unacquaint- 
ed. Upon the whole, thereis rea- 


fon to believe that this active article 


may be employed with fafety and 
advantage: and although itdoesnot 
now fland in the lift either of the 
London or Edinburgh Colleges, yer 


qt feems to be beiter intitled to a 


place than many articles which have 

been introduced and retained. 
The redand yellow arfenics, both 
I4 native 
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native and fadtitious, have little tafte 
and are much lefs virulent in their 
effects than the furegoing. Sulphur, 
which reftrains the power of mercu- 
ry and the antimonial metal ,remark- 
ably abates the virulence of this poi- 
fonous mineralalfo. Such of thefe 
fubftances as participate more large- 
ly of fulphur, feem to be alinoft in- 
nocent: the factitious red arfenic, 
and the native orpiments, have been 
given todogsin confiderable quanti- 
ty, without their being productive 
of any apparent ill confequences. 


ARTEMISIA [Ed.] Folia. 
Artemifia vulgaris Lin. 
Mugwort; the leaves. 

This plant grows plentifully in 
fields, hedges, and wafte places, 
throughout England; and flowers 
in June. In appearance it fome- 
what refembles the common worm- 
wood : the difference moft obvious 
to the eye is in the flowers, thofe 
of wormwood hanging downwards, 
whilft the flowers of mugwort ftand 
erect. : 


The leaves of this plant have a 


light aromatic {mell, and an herba- 
ceous bitterifh tafte. They were 
formerly celebrated as uterine and 
antihyfteric : an infufion of them is 
Sometimes drank, either alone or in 
conjunction with other fubftances, 
in fuppreffion of the menftrual eva- 
cuations. This medicine is certainly 
avery mild one, and confiderably 
lefs hot than moft others to which 
thefe virtues are attributed: in 
fome parts of this kingdom, mug- 
wort is of commonufe asa pot-herb, 
It isnow, however, very little em- 
eee: inmedicine ; and it is:proba- 
ly with propriety that the London 
College have rejected it from their 
pharmacopoeia. : . 


ARTHANITA Radix. 
Cyclaminen Europaum Lin. 


Medica. Part IT. 
_ Sowbread; the root. 

This plant ismet with inthe gar- 
dens of the curious, The root has, 
when frefh, an extremely acrimoni- 
ous burning tafte, which it almoft 
entirely lofes on being dried. It is 
recommended as an errhine; in ca- 
taplafms for {cirrhous and {crophu- 
lous tumors ; and internally asa 
cathartic, detergent, and aperient : 
it operates very flowly, but with 
great virulence, inflaming the fauces 
and inteftines. 1g 


ARUM [Lond. Ed.) Radix. 
— Arum maculatum Lin. 

Wake-robin; the root. — a” 

This plant grows wild under 
hedges, and by the fides of banks, 
in moft parts of England. It fends 
forth in March three or four trian- 
gular leaves, which are followed by 
a naked ftalk, bearing a purplifh pi- 
ftil inclofed in along fheath : this. 
is fucceeded in July by a bunch of 
reddifh berries. In fome plants, the 
leaves are fpotted with black, in 
others with white fpots, and in 
others not fpotted at all ; the black: 
fpotted fort is fuppofed to be the 
moft efficacious. 

All the parts of arum, particu- 
larly the root, have an extremely 
pungent, acrimonious tafte; if the. 
root be but lightly chewed, it con- 
tinues to burn and vellicate the 
tongue for fome hours, occafioning 
atthe fame timeaconfiderable thir: 
thefe fymptoms are alleviated by 
butrer-milk or oily liquors. Dried 
and kept for fome time it lofes 
much of its acrimony, and becomes 
atlength an almoft infipid farina- 
ceous fubftance. — geht 

The root is a powerful ftimulant 
and atrenuant. It is reckoned a 
medicine of great efficacy in fone 
cachectic and chlorotic cafes, ‘in 


— weaknefs of the ftomach occafioned 


by 
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by a load of vifcid phlegm. Great 
benefit has been obtained from it in 
theumatic pains, particularly thofe 
of the fixt kind, and which were 
feated deep. In thefe cafes it may 
be given from ten grains toa {eru- 
ple of the frefh root twice or thrice 
a-day, madeintoa bolus or emulfion 
with unctuous and mucilaginous 
fubftances, which cover its pungen- 
ey, and prevent its making any pain- 
fal impreflion upon the tongue. It 
generally excites a flight tingling 
-fenfation through the whole habit, 
and when the patient is: kept warm 
in bed, produces a copious {weat. 
The arum was formerly aningre- 
jent in an officinal preparation, the 
compound powder; but in that 
form its virtues are very precarious. 
Some recommended a tincture of it 
drawn with wine ; but.neither wine, 
water, nor fpirits, extract its vir- 
tues. 


ASAFOETIDA [Lond Ed.] 
Gummi refina. 

Ferula afafetida Lin. 

Afafoetida; the gum-refin. 

This is the concrete juice of a 
large umbelliferous plant growing 
in Perfia. Till very lately ic was 
_ not to be met with even in our hot- 
hoafes; but by the induftry of the 


late Dr Hope, it is now growing in. 


the botanical garden at Edinburgh, 
and in fome other places: and it is 
found, that it not only bears the 
viciflitudes of our climate, even in 
the open air, but that the plant is 
here ftrongly impregnated with its 
peculiar juice. 


This juice exudes, from wounds 


made in the root of the plant, li- 
quid, and white like milk : on being 
expofed to the air, it turns of a 
brownifh colour, and gradually ac- 
quires different degrees of confift- 
} ency. Tis brought to us in large 

irregular maffes, compofed of vari- 
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ous little fhining lumps or grains, 
which are partly of a whiah co- 
Jour, partly reddifh, and partly of a 
violet hué. Thofe mafies are ac- 
counted the beft which are clear, of 
a pale reddifh colour, and variegated 
with a great number of elegant 
white tears. 

This drug hasa ftrong fetid fmell, 
fomewhat like that of garlick ;. and 
a bitter, acrid, biting tafte. It lofes 
with age of its {mell and flrength, 
acircumitance to be particularly re- 
garded in its exhibition. . lt con- 
fifis of about ene-third part of pure 
rein and two-thirds of gummy mat- 
ter; the former foluble in rectified 
fpirit, the other in water. Proof- 
fpirit diffolves almoft the wholeinto 
a turbid liquor; the tinéture in ree- 
tined f{pirit.is tranfparenr, ; 

Afafoetida is the flrongeft of the 
fetid gums, and of frequent ufe in 
hyfteric and different kinds of ner- 
vous complaints. It is likewile of 
confiderable efficacy in fiatulent co- 
lics; and for promoting aj] the fluid 
fecretions in either fex. The an- 
cients attributed to this medicine 
many other virtues, which are at 
prefent not expeed from it. 

This gummy-refin is an ingredi- 
ent in the officinal gum-pills, fetid 
tincture, tinéture of foot, and fetid 
volatile ‘pire. 


ASARUM [Lond. Ed.) Folium. 
Afarum Europeum Lin. : 
“Afarabacca; the leaves, 
Afarumis a very low plant, orow- 
ing naturally in France, Italy, and 
other warm countries. It grows 


‘readily in our gardens; and al- 


though the dried roots have been 
generally brought from the Levant, 
thofe of onrown growth donot feem 
to be weaker. es 

Both the roots and leaves have a 


naufeous, bitter, acrimonious, hot 
tafte ; their fmeil is firong , and not 
pile. very 


<4 


leave 
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very difagreeable. Given in fub- 
{tance from half adram to a dram, 
they. evacuate powerfully both up. 
wards and downwards. Itis faid, 
that tinctures meade in firituons 
menfirua, poilefs both the emetic 
and cathartic virtues of the plant: 
that the extraa obtained by infpil- 
fating thefe tinctures, acts only by 
vomiting, and with great mildnefs ; 
that an infufien in water proves ca- 
thartic, rarely emetic: that aqueous 
decostiens mace by long boiling, 
and the watery extract, have no 
purgative or emetic quality, but 
prove good diaphoretics, diuretics, 


 emmenagognes. 


The principal ufe of oe 
among usis asa flternutatery. The 
rootof afarum is perhaps the Arcee 
eft of all the vegetable errhines, 
white hellebore irfelf not excepted. 
Snuifed up the nofe, in the quantity 
of a grain or two, it occafions a 


Jarge evacuation of ‘mucus, and 
i ? 
raifes a plentiful fpining.. The 


; are confiderably milder, and 
may be ufed, to the quantity of 
three, four, or five prains. <seof- 
froy relates, that after moiang ep? a 
dofe of this errline at night D heha 
frequently abferved the di ‘eharge 
from the nofe to continue for thre 
days together; and that he has 
known a : paraly fi fis of the mouth and 
tongue cured by one dofe. He re- 
commends this medicinein flubborn 
diferders of the head, proceeding 
from vifcid tenacious matter, inpal- 
fies, and in foporific difempers. 
The leaves are tue principal ingre- 
dient in eek: pulois flernutatorius, or 
pulois afare comspo it #5, a8 itis now 
cenmedy of the flops. 


ASPARAGUS [2os.] Radix, 
furiones. 

Afparagus oficinalis Lin, 

Afparagus ; ; the root and top. 

This plant is cultivated in gar- 
dens for culinary ufe. The roots 
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have a bitterifh mucilaginous tafte, 
inclining to fweetnefs, the fruit has 
much the fame kind of tafte; the 
young fhoots are more agreeable 
than either. Afparagus promotes 
appetite, but afiords little nourifh- 
ment. It gives 2 frong ill {mell to 
vie urine ina little time after eat- 
ing it, and for this reafon chiefly is 
fre to be divretic: it is like- 
wife eficemed aperient and deob- 
firuent; the root is one of the five 
called opening reots. Some fuppofe 
the thoors to be moft efficacious ; 
others the root; and others the bark 
ci the root. . Afparagus appears 
from experience to contribute ver 
litle either to the exciting of urin 
when fupprefied, or increafing its 
difcharge; andin : cafes where aperi- 
ent medicines cenerally do fervice, 
this has little or no eifect. 


ATRIPLEX 
Herba. 

Chenopodium vulvaria Lin. 

Stinking orach; the leaves. 

This j is.a low plant, {prinkled all | 
ever with a kind of whitifhclammy: 
meal: it grows about dunghills, , 
and other watte places. The leaves: 
havea ftrong fetid {mell, with which : 
the hand, bya light touch, becomes : 
fo impr egnated as not to be eafily’ 
freed ‘from it. Its fmell has gained| 
it the character of an excellent an-- 
tihyfteric ; and this is the only ufe it! 
is applied to. Tournefort recom-- 
mends a {pirituous tin@ure, others; 
a decoction in water, and others at 
cenferve of the leaves, as of won-- 
derful efficacy in uterine diforders ;; 
but in the preiapt practice it is little: 

employed. | 


FOETIDA [£d.] 


AVENA [Lond.| Semen. 
. Avena fativa Lin. ; 
The oat; its feed. 
This prain is an article rather s 

fool than of medicine. It is fuffi- 

ciently nutritive and eafy of digef-. 
tion. 
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ftion. The gruels made from it have 
likewife a kind of foft mucilaginous 
quality ; by which they obtund acri- 
monious humours, and prove ufeful 
ininflammatory diforders, coughs, 
choarfenefs, Eanes, and exulce- 
rations of the fauces. They are by 
no means an unpleafant, and at the 
fame time a gently nutritive drink, 
in febrile difeafes in general. 


AURANTIU M HISPALEN- 
SE [Load. Ed.) Folium, flos, fruc- 
tus fuccus, et cortex exterior. 

Citrus aurantium Lin. 

Seville orange; the leaf, flower, 

Grice of the fruit, and its outer rind. 

The orange is a beautiful ever- 
green tree, or rather fhrub; itis a 
native of the warmer climates, and 
does not eafily bear the winters of 
this. 

The flowers are highly odorife- 
rous, and have been for fome tims 
paft of great efteem asa perfume: 
their tafte is fomewhat warm, ac- 
‘companied with a degree of bitter- 
mnefs. They yield their favour by 
‘infufion to rectified {pirit, and in di- 
ftillation both to foirit and water : 
the bitter matter is diffolved by wa- 
ter, and, on evaporating the decoc- 
tion, remains entire in the extraét. 
Anoil diftiiled from thefe flowersis 
brought from Italy underthe name 
of oleum or effentia nerolt. 

Orange flowers were at one time 
" faid to be an ufeful remedy i in con- 
vulfive and epileptic cafes ;but ex- 
perience has not confirmed the vir- 
tues attributed tothem. The leaves 
of the orange have alfo been recom- 
mended for the fame purpofe, but 
have by no means an{iwered the ex- 
pectations entertained by fome. - 

The outer yellow rind of the fruit 
is a grateful aromatic bitter; and 
proves an excellent ftomachic and 
carminative, promoting appetite, 


warming the habit, and {trengthen-, 


ing the tone of the vifcera, Orange 
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peel appears to be very confiderably 
warmer than that of lemons, and to 
abound more with effential oil; to~ 
this circumflance therefore due 
gard ought to be had in the ufe of 
thefe medicines. ‘The flavour of the 
firt is likewife fuppofed to be lefs 
perifhable than that of the other: 
hence the London college employ 
orange-peel inthe ipirituous bitter 
tincture which is deligned for keep- 
ing; whilft in the! bitter watery in- 
fufion, lemon-peel is preferred. A 
fyrup and diftilied water are for the 
fame reafon prepared from the rind 
of oranges in preference to that of 
lemons. © - 
The outer rind of the orange is 
the bafis of a conferye both in the 
Edinburgh and London pharmaco- 
eat and this‘is perhaps one of 
the moft elegant and eouyariens , 










The juice of oranges is a grates 
fulacid liquor, of conf Aderabie! ufein =. 
febrile or inflammat y diftempers, ~ eh 
for allaying heat, 2 “abil exorbitant ~ 
commotionsof the blood, ,quenching = 
thirft, and promoting the falutary 
excretions: it is likewile of,ufe in 
genuine fcorbutus, or fea-feurvy.— 
Although the Seville, or itter- 
orange, 28 itis called, has alone 4 
place in our pharmacoporia s, yet the 
juice of the eChina, oriweet-orange, 
is much more employed. It is more 
mild, and lefs acid: and it is em- 
ployed in its moft fimple flate with 
great advantage, both as a cooling 
medicine, and asan ufeful antifeptic 
in fevers of the worft kinds, as well 
asin many other acute difeafes, be- 
ing highly beneficial as ae vecing 
thirft. 





AURANTIA 
SIA. ; 
- Curaflao oranges. 

Thefeare the {mall young fruit 
of the Seville orange dried. They 
are moderately warm bitterifh aro- 


matics, y 
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matics, of a flavour fufficiently a- 
greeable. 


AURUM LBrend 

Gold. 

This metal was introduced into 
‘medicine by the Arabians, who 
efteemed it one of the greateft cor- 
dials and comforters of the nerves. 
From them Europe received it with- 
out any dimunition of its character; 
in foreign pharmacopoeias it is ftill 
retained and even mixed with the 
ingredients from which fimple wa- 
ters are to be diftilled. Butno one, 
it is prefumed, atthis time, expects 
any fingular virtues frem it, fince 
it certainly is not alterable in the 
human body. Mr Geoffroy, though 
unwilling to reject it from the cor- 
dial preparations, honeltly acknow- 
ledgs, that he hes no other reafon 
for retaining it, than complaifance 
to the Arabian {chools. The che- 
mifts have endeavoured, by many 
elaborate procefics, to extrac what 
they calla fulphor or anima of gold: 
bat no method is as yet known of 
feparating the component parts of 
this metal; all the tinctures of it, 
and aurum potabile, which have hi- 
therto appeared, are real folutions 
of itin aqua regia, diluted with f{pi- 
rit of wine or other Iiguors, and 
prove injurious to the body rather 
than beneficial. A place, however, 
is now given in fome of the foreign 
pharmacopoeias to the aurum fulmi- 
nans; and it has of late been re- 
commended as a remedy in fome 
convulfive difeafes, particularly in 
the chorea fancti vitt, 


~BALSAMITA [Gen.] Folia, 

Tanacetum balfamita Lin. 

Coftmary; the leaves. 

This was formerly a very com- 
mon garden plant, and of frequent 
ufe both for culinary and ‘medicinal 
purpofes: but it is at prefent very 
Iitthe regarded for either: though it 


\ 
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fhould feem, from its fenfible quali- 
ties to be equal or fuperior, as a 
medicine, to fome aromatic herbs 
which practice has retained. The 
leaves have a bitterifh,warm,aroma- 
tic tafte ; andavery pleafant fmell, 
approaching tothat of mint ora mix- 
ture of mintand maudlin. Water 
elevates their flavour in diftillation ; 
and rectified {pirit extracts it by in- 
fufion. It bas been recommended 
in hyfterical affections; and by 
fome it has been fuppofed to be 
very powerful in correcting the in- 
fluence of opium. The leaves fhould 
be collected in the month of ay or 
Auguft. 





BALSAMUM CANADENSE, 
(Lond. Ed. | 

Pinus balfamea Lin. 

Canada baifam. 

The Canada balfam is a tranfpa- 
rent refinous juice, of a lightamber 
colour, and pretty firm confiftence, 
which is brought to this country 
from Canada in North America. 
It may beconfidered as one of the: 
pureft of the turpentines; and like: 
thefe it is alfo the product of a f{pe-. 
cies of fir. It has a very agreeable : 
fmell, and a warm pungent tafte. 
Hitherto ic has been but little em- 
ployed in medicine: but is confider- | 
ed by fome as capable of anfwering » 
every purpofe for which the next 


article is employed. ; 


BALSAMUM COPAIVA 
[Lond. Ed. | 

Copaifera balfamum Lin. 

Balfam of Copaiva. 

The tree which produces this bal- 
fam is a native of the Spanifh Welt | 
India iflands, and of fome parts of | 
the continent of South America. It 
grows toa large fize, and the balfa- 
mum Copaiva flows under the 


form of a refinous j jaice » from inci- 


fions made in the trunk. 


The juice is clear and tran{pa- 
rent 


vid: a es 
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rent, of a whitihh or pale yellowith 
colour, an agreeable fmell, and a 
bitterifh pungent tafte. It is ufually 
about the confiftence of oil, ora 
litle thicker: when long kept, it 
becomes nearly as thick as honey, 
retaining its clearnefs ;.but has not 
been obferved to grow dry or folid, 
as moft of the other refinous juices 
do. We fometimes meet with a thick 
fort of balfam of Copaiva, which 
is not at all tranfparent, or much lefs 
fothan the foregoing, and generally 
has a portion of turbid watery li- 
guor at the bottom. This fort is 


probably either adulterated by the 


ixture of other fubftances, or has 
€.-: extracted by coction from the 
bark and branches of the tree: its 
fmell and tafte are much lefs pleafant 
than thofe of the genuine balfam. 

Pare balfam of Copaiva diffolves 
entirely in rectified {pirit, efpecially 
if the menftruum be previoufly alka- 
lized: the folution has a very fra- 
grant {mell. Diftilled with water, 


it yields a large quantity of a limpid 
—effential oil ; and in a ftrong heat, 


without addition, a blue oil. © 

The balfam of Copaiva is an ufe- 
fal corroborating detergent medi- 
cine, accompanied with a degree of 
i It ftrengthens the ner- 
vous fyflem, tends to loofen the bel- 
ly, in large dofes proves purgative, 
promotes urine, and cleanfes and 
heals. exulceraticns in the urinary 
paflages, which it is fuppofedto per- 
form more effectually than any of 
the other balfams. Fuller obferves, 
that jt gives the urine an intenfely 
bitter tafte, but not a violet fmell 
as the turpentines do. 

This balfam has been principally 
celebrated in gleets and the fluor 
albus, and externally asavulnerary. 
The author abovementioned, re- 
commends itlikewife in dyfenteries, 
in {corbutic cachexies, in difeafes of 
the breaft and lungs, and in an acri- 
Monious or putreicent ftate of the 
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juices: he fays, he has known very 
dangerous coughs, which manifeftly 
threatened a confumption, cured by 
the ufe of this balfam alone ; and 
that, notwithftanding its being hot 
and bitter, it has good effedis evenin 
hectic cafes. Moft phyticians feem 
now, however, to confider balfams 
and refins too ftimulant to be ven- 
tured on in phthifical affections. 
The dofe of this medicine rarely 
exceeds twenty or thirty drops, tho’ 
fome direct fixty or more. It may 
be conveniently taken in the form 
of an eleofaccharum, or in that of 
an emulfion, into which it may be 
reduced by triturating at with al- 
raonds, or rather with athick muci- 
lage of gum-arabic, till they are well 
incorporated, and then gradually 
adding a proper quantity of water. 


BALSAMUM GILEADENSE 
[Fd.] ol 

Amyris Gileadenfis Lin, nis 

Balfam of Gilead. 

This article, which has alfo had 
the name of Balfamum Judaiacum, 
Syriacum, e Mecca Opobalfamum, 
&e. is a refinous juice, obtained 
from an ever-green tree, growing 
fpontaneoufly, particularly near to 
Mecca, on the Afiatic fide of the 
Red Sea. The beft fort of it is a 


_f{pontaneous exudationfrom the tree; 


and is held in fo high efteem by the 
Turks, who are in poffeffion of the 
country where it is produced, that 
itis rarely, if ever, to be met with 
genuine among us. From the high 
price fet upon it, many adulrerations 
are practifed. The true opobalfam- 
um, according to Alpinus, is at firft 
turbid and white, of a very ftrong 
pungent imell, like that of turpen- 
tine, but much fweeter; and of a 
bitter, acrid, aftringent tafle: upon 
being kept for fome time, it becomes 
thin, limpid, of a greenifh hue, then 
of a gold yellow, and at length of 
the colour of honey. According to 

Dr 


142, 
Dr Alfton, the fureft mark of its 
.being pure and unadulterated is its 
{preading quick!y on the ess of 
water when dropt into it. He tells 
us, that if a fingle drop be let fall 
into a large fancer full of water, it 
will immediately {pread over its far- 
‘face, and feem in a {hort time to 
diffolve or difappear ; but in about 
the {pace of half an hour it becomes 
a tranf{parent pellicle, covering the 
whole furface, and may be taken 
-up with a pin. In this ftate it has 
Joft both its fuidity and colour; it 
has become white and cohering, 


and has papa Rc its fmell and 


tafte tothe water. Ik is, however, 
he obferves, rare to get it in a con- 
dition that bears this tett. 

This balfem is in high efteem a- 
mong the eaftera nations, both asa 
medicine and as an odoriferous un- 
guent aud cofmetic. It has been 
recominended in a variety ef com- 
plaints ; but its great fearcity has 
prevented it from coming into ufe 
among us; and itis now in general 
believed that the Canada aad Co- 
paiva balfams will anfwer every pur- 
pofe for which it can be employed. 


BALSAMUM PERUVIANUM 
[Lond. Ed. | 

Myroxylon peruiferum Lin. 
’ Balfam of Peru. | 
- The common Peruvian balfam is 
faid to be extracted by coétion in 
water, from an cdoriferous fhrnb 
growing ‘in Peru and the warmer 
parts of America. This balfam, as 
- brought to us, is nearly of the eon. 
fiftence of thin honey, of a reddith 
brown colour, inclining to black, 
an agreeable aromatic {mell, and a 
very hot biting tafte. Diftilled with 
water, it yields a fmail quantity of 
a fragrant effential oil of a reddith 
colour; and ina ftrong fire, with- 
out addition, a yellowith red oil. 

Balfam of Peru isa very warm 
aromatic medicine, confiderably hot- 
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ter and more acrid than Copaiva.. 


Its principal effets are, to warm the: 
habit, to ffrengthen the nervous fy-- 
fiem, and attenuate vifcid humours., 
Hence its ufe in fome kinds ofl 
afthmas, gonorrhoeas, dyfenteries,, 
fappreflions of the uterine difcharg-. 
es, and other diforders proceeding: 
froma debility of the folids, or ai 
fluggifhnefs and inactivity of the: 
juices. It is alfo employed external-. 
ly, for cleanfing and healing wounds; 
and ulcers; and fometimes againft! 
palfies and rheumatic pains. 

This bailfam does not unite with: 
water, milk, expreffed oils, animal 
fats, or wax: it may be mingled in: 
the Eale with this laft, and likewife: 
with the febaceous fubftance called! 
exprefied oil of mace ; but if the: 
mixture be afterwards liquefied by: 
heat, the balfam feparates and falls: 
tothe bottom. It may be mixed! 
with water into the form of an e-: 


mulfion, after the fame manner as) 


the balfam of Copaiva. Alkaline: 
lixivia diffolve great part of it ; and! 
rectified {pirit the whole._ 

Tt is an ingredient in feveral offi-. 
cinal compofitions ; in fome of! 
which, as we {hall afterwards en+. 
deavour to fhow, it has rather a bad| 
than a good effect. 

There is another fort of balfam: 
of Peru, of a white colour, and cone: 
fiderably more fragrant than the: 
former. This is very rarely brought: 
tous. Itis faid to be the produce; 
of the fame plant which yields the: 
common or b/ack balfam ; and to) 
exude from incifions made in the: 


‘trunk ; while the former is alleged| 


to be obtained by boiling. Befides: 
the white, there is alfo a third kind, , 
commonly called the red or dry., 
This is fuppofed to obtain a diffe-. 


rent ftate from the white, merely! 
in confequence of the treatment to) 


which it is fubje@ted after it is: 
got from the tree. In its fra-: 
gtance itin fome degree approaches 

; to! 
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to the balfam of Gilead, held in fo 
high efteem among the eaftern na- 
tions; but itis very rarely in ufe in 
Britain, and almoit never to be met 
with in our fhops. 


- BALSAMUM RAKASIRI 
[ Brun.) re 

With the hiftory of this balfam 
we are lefs acquainted than with 
that of any others. tis the pro- 
_dnét of an American tree yet un- 
‘known tous; and it is frppofed to 
be a fpontaneous exndation. Ifthe 
accounts given of it by feveral wri- 
ters, particularly by Mr Fermin in 
his Hiftory of Surinam, are to bs 
epended upon, it may be confider- 
ed as one of the moit powerfu# and 
ufeful of the balfams yet difcovered. 
It is faid to poffefs all thofe virtues 
which are attributed to balfamum 
_Copaiva, but in a much higher de- 
gree. It is reprefented as a moft 


ufefal application, both in cafes of 


recent wounds and old ulcers ; and 
it is held forth to be an infallible 
remedy, both for the gonorrhcea in 
men and fluor albus in women. 
“Thefe accounts, however, are fole- 
_]y founded on the reprefentation of 
the Indians, who are alone in the 
habit of ufing it; for nitherte it has 
been very little employed in Eu- 
rope, and is very rarely to be met 

_ with. 


_ BALSAMUM TOLUTANUM 

Piilgnde Ba 2) 2, 
‘Toluifera balfamum. 
Balfam of Tolu. 

_ This flows from a tree growing in 
- Tolu, in the Spanifh Welt-Indies ; 
_ from whence the balfam is brought 

tous in jittle gourd fhells. Itis of 
a yellowifh brown colouf, inclining 
to red; in confiftence thick and te- 
naceous: by age it grows hard and 
- brittle, without fuffering any great 
Jofs of its more valuable parts. The 
{mell of this balfam is extremely fra- 
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grant, fomewhat refembling that of 
lemons; its tafte warm and {vveet- 
ith, with little of the pungency, 
and nothing of the nauieous relish, 
which accompany the other balfams. 
It has the fame peneral virtnes with 


the foregoing; but is much milder, 


and for fome purpofes, particularly 
as a corroborant in gleets and ‘femi- 
nal weaknefles, is fuppefed to be 
more efficacious. It isan ingredient 
in the fyrupus tolutanus, tinfura 
tolutana, and Jyrupus balfamicus. 


BARDANA [Loud. Ed.| Ra- 
dix, 

Arius lappa Lin. 

Purdock ; the root. 

This is a common plant about 
way fides, fuficiently known from 
its fealv heads, or burs, which ftick 
to the clothes.—-The feeds have a 
bitrerith fabacrid tafte: they are re- 
commended as very efficacious diu- 
retics, given either in the form of 
emulfien, orin powder, tothe quan- 
tity of adram.—The roots tafte 
fweetith, with a flight aufterity and 
biterifnnefs : they are efleemed a- 
perient, diuretic, and {udorific ; and 
faid to act. without irritation, fo as 
to be fafely ventured upon in acute 
diforders. DecoCtions of them have 
of late been ufed in rheumatic, 
gouty, venereal, and other difor- 
ders; and preferred by fome to 
thofe of farfaparilla. 


f 

BARILLA [Lozd.]  Natrum 
impurute 

Natrum antiquorum Lin. 

Barilla, or impure foflil alkali. 

Barilla is a faline fubftance in a 
very impure ftate, chiefly imported 
into Britain from the Mecditerrane- 
an. Its great conftitnent is the foffil 
alkali; and it is under that form 
alone that it isnow employed in me- 
dicine, either by itfelf, or combined 
with other articles. Its medical 


virtues will therefore more pro- 


perly 
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perly falltobe mentioned under the 
title of Natron preeparatum, the 


name now given by the London: col-. 


lege to the | pure foflil alkali, the fal 
alkalinus fixus foffilis of the Edin- 
burgh college, the fal foda of fome 
of the beft foreign pharmacopocias. 

The barilla, or natron of the an- 
cients, has fometimes been found 
native in the earth, particularly in 


Egypt neartoSmyrna, andinother - 


places of Afia; it has alfo been 
found in fome parts of Barbary, 
Hangary, and Raffia: But as now 
employed for the purpofes of medi- 
cine and other arts, it is chiefly ob- 


tained by artificially feparating it 


from thefe fubftances which contain 
it. Our barilla is chiefly imported 
from Spain, where itis obtained by 
the calcination of vegetables, parti- 
cularly the kali, growing on the fea 
fhore. In Britain, much of it is 
obtained in a very impure ftate, by 
the calcination of the different fuci, 
or fea-weeds, growing on the rocks, 
and covered by the fea-water at e- 
very tide. And there can be no 
doubt that all thefe different vege- 
tables derive it entirely from the 
fea-falt. Many attempts have been 
made to obtain ic immediately from 
fea-falt: And although thefe have 
not been hitherto fo fuccefsful as 
could have been withed, yet it is to 
be hoped, that a procefs will be dif- 
covered for obtaining it in an eafy 
manner, andat a cheaper rate, than 
it is either at prefent imported from 
abroad or obtained at home. 


BDELLIUM [Suec.] | 

Bdellium ; guinmi- -refina, 

Bdellium is a gummy-refinous 
concrete juice brought from Arabia 
and the Eaft-Indies, in glebes of 
different figures and magnitdes. 


Itis ofa dark reddifh brown colour, 


and in appearance fomewhat re- 
fembles myrrh; upon cutting a 
piece, itlooks fomewhat tranfpa- 


rent, and, as Geotlioy juftly ob-, 
ferves, like glue. It grows foft and. 
tenaceous inthe mouth, fticks to, 
the teeth, has a bitteri{h tafte, and 
not a difagreeable fmell. Bdellium 
is recommended asa fudorific, diu- 
retic, and uterine ; and in external 
applications for maturating tumours, 
&c. Inthe prefenr practice, it is 
fearcely made ufe of. And accor- 
dingly ir has now no place either 
in the London or Edinburgh Phar- 
macopocias ; 
ed in feveral of the lateft fo- 
reion ones, and enters fome of their 
plafters. 


BECABUNGA [Lond] Herba.9 


Veronica becabunga Lin. 
Brooklime ; the herb. 
This is a low plant, common in 


jittle -rivulets and ditches of ftand- 


ing water. The leaves remain all 
the winter, but are in greateft per- 
fection in the fpring. ‘Their pre- 
vailing tafte is an herbaceous one, 


but it is ftllbretain-— 
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accompanied with a very light bit- - 


ternefs. ’ 

Becabunga has been fuppofed to 
have a faponaceous detergent virtue, 
and to attenuate vilcid humours 
Without pungency or irritation : 
hence it has been directed in the 
fpecies of fcurvy called hot, where 
the coch/earia, and other acrid an« 
ti-fcorbutics, were fuppofed to be 
lefs proper. If any virtue isexpect- 
ed from becabunga, it fhould be 
ufed as food. j 


BELLADONA [E£d.] Folia. 

tropa belladona Lin, 

Deadly nightthade. 

The deadly nightthade is a native 
of Britain, growing in many diffe- 
rent places, and in confiderable a- 
bundance. Ithas long been conti- 
dered, whichindeed may be inferred 


from the name, as one of the moft 
deleterious of the vegetable narcotic: 
It oa however, for @ 

con= 


poifons. 


z 
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confiderable number of years been 
employed in the practice of medi- 
cine, both externally and internal- 
ly; and it has accordingly had a 
place in fucceilive editions of the E- 
dinbargh pharmacopoeia. It is per- 
haps fjurprifing that the London 
college have not introduced into 
their lift an article of great activity, 
which under prudent management 
may certainly be ufed with fafety, 
and whiclvat leaft deferves a trial 
in cafes otherwife defperate. 

The belladona, taken internally, 
has been highly recommended in 
cancer by feveral writers, particular- 

by Dr Lambergen and Dr Munch, 

treatifes profefledly publifhed with 
the intention of recommending it. 
Befides a very remarkable narcotic 
power, this vegetable poffeifes confi- 
derable influence in promoting all 
the excretions, particularly by fweat, 
urine, and it i3 alfo faid by faliva. It 
has beenemployéd under the form of 
infufion formed of the dried leaves, 
to the extent of a f{cruple in a confi- 
derable quantity of water, and ta- 


ken inthe courfe of a day. But. 


fome imagine that itis mach injar- 
ed by the action of heat, and give 
it under the form of dry powder of 
whe leaves. As thus employed, the 
ilofe is limited to a few grains. 
Befides cancer, {chirrhus, and o- 
her obftinate tumours, it has been 
faid to be alfo employed with fuc- 
refs in fome cafes of melancholia, 
mania, and epilepfia. 
| Externally, ithas been applied to 
bpen cancers under the form of an 
infafion of the dried leaves; and to 
\ecuit ones, the recent Jeaves have 
acen applied in fubftance. And 
Mere are well authenticated cafes om 
jkcord of good effects being ob- 
jjaned from it in both thefe ways. 
While therefore a place is given to 
}\ in lifts of the materia medica, it 
#eehe alfo, we think, to be the ba- 
sof officinal formule, under which 
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it might be employed with moft fafe- 
ty and advantage. 


BENZOE [Loud. Ed.| Refina. 
Styrax benzoe Dryand. [L ond.J 
Terminalia benzoin Lin. [ Ed. | 
Benzoine ; the refin. 

Benzoine is a concrete refinous 
juice. It is brought from the Eaft- 
Indies only ; in large mafles compo- 
fed of white and light brown pieces, © 
or yellowifh fpecks, breaking very 
eafily betwixt the hands: fuch as is 
whiteft, and free from impurities, 
is moft efteemed. : 

In moft of the new foreign phar- 
macopoeias benzoine is faid to be ob- 
tained from the croton benzoe of 
Linneeus: but when the laft edi- 
tion of the Edinburgh pharmaco- 
poeia was publithed, it was fuppofed 
to be the produét of the terminalia 
benzoine, a tree unknown to Lin- 
nus, but defcribed in the Supple- 
ment to his works, publifhed by his 
fon. But fince that, Dr Dryander 
of London has defcribed the tree 
producing it in the Philofophical 
Tranfactions, and gives it the name 
of fiyrax benzoe. It grows chiefly 
in the ifland of Sumatra. 

This refin has very litrle tafte, im- 
preffing only a light fweetnefs on 
the tongue: its fmell is extremely 
fragrant and agreeable, efpecially 
when heated. Committed to the 
fire in proper veffels, it yields a con- 
fiderable quantity of a white faline 
concrete, called flowers, of an aci- 
dulous tafte and grateful odour, fo- 
Inble in rectified {pirit, and, by the 
affiftance of heat, in water. Of 
thefe we fhall afterwards have oc- 
cafion to treat. 

The principal ufe of benzoine is 
in perfumes, and as a cofmetic: it 
israrely met within extemporaneous 
prefeription, and enters in fub{tance 





only: one officinal compofition, the 


balfamum traumaticum, or incura 
benzoes compofita, asitis now more 
K pro- 


oi 
ae 
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properly ftyled by the London col- 


lege, defigned chiefly for external. 
_ufe. It fhould neverthelefs feem 


applicable to other purpofes, and to 
have no ill title to the virtues of f{to- 
rax and balfam of Tolu, at leaft in 
a fubordinate degree. The flowers 
are recommended in diforders of the 
breaft; and with this intention they 
are made an ingredient in the pare- 


_ goric elixir, oy camphorated tincture 


of opium. 


BERBERIS [Suec.] Cortex bac- 
earum fuccus. 
 Berberis vulgaris Lin. 

Barberry ; the bark and juice of 
the berries. 

The barberry is a fmall tree; or 
rather a large buth, covered with an 
afh-coloured bark, under which is 
contained another of a deep yellow: 
the berries are of an elegant red 
colour, and contain each two hard 
brown feeds. It grows wildon chal- 


ky hillsin feveral parts of England ; 


and is frequently planted in hedges 
and in gardens. 

The outward bark of the branches, 
and the leaves, has an aftringent 
acid tafte; the inner yellow bark; a 
bitter one ; this laftis faid to be fer- 
viceable in the jaundice; and by 
fome, to be an ufeful purgative. 

The berries, which to the tafte 
are gratefully acid, and moderately 
reftringent, have been given with 
good facdefs in bilious fluxes, and 
difeafes proceeding from heat, acri- 
mony, or thinnefs of the juices, A- 
mong the Egyptians, barberries are 


‘employed in fluxes and in malig- 


nant fevers for abating heat,quench- 
ing thirft, raifing the ftrength, and 
preventing putrefaction; the fruit 
is macerated for a day and night, 


in about twelve times its quantity: 


of water, with the addition of a lit- 
tle fennel feed, or the like, to pre- 
vent offence to the Goinach - ; the li- 
quors ftrained off, and fweetened 


\ 
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with fugar, or fyrup of citrons, is 
given the patient liberally to drink. 
Profper Alpinus (from whofe trea- 
tife De Medicina Egyptiorum this 
account is extracted )informs us, that 
he took this medicine himfelf, with 
happy fuccefs, in a peftilential fever 
accompanied with an immoderate 
bilious diarrhoea. 

The barberry, however, is now 
fo little ufed for medical purpofes 
in Britain, that it is rejected from 
the lift both of the London and E- 
dinburgh colleges. 


BE'PA [Gez.] Folium, radix. 

Beta vulgaris Lin. 

The white and. reed’ bect, thé’ 
root and leaves. 

Thefe plants are cultivated in 
gardens chiefly for calinary ufe.. 
The eye diftinguifhes little other 
difference betwixt them than that. 
exprefied intheir titles. Deco¢tions. 
of beets gently loofen the belly; 
hence they have been ranked among’ 
the emollient herbs; the plants re-: 
maining after the boiling are fup-. 
pofed to have rather a contrary ef-. 
fect. They afford Jittle nourifh-. 
ment, and are faid by fome to be: 
prejudicial to the ftomach. The: 
juice exprefled from the roots is at 
powerful errhine; but with this ine. 
tention they are hardly employed ini 
medicine. Of late, another {pecies) 
of beet, defcribed by Dr Lettfom,, 
under the title of Beta hybrida, ort 
the root of f{carcity, has been ex-- 
tolled, as affording a great quantityy 
of alimentary matter on a {mall 
fpace of ground, both for the. Vd 
man f{pecies and dometftic animals ;; 
but it has not been recommended: 
for any particular purpofe in axa 
cine. 









BETONICA ‘UBrun. 1 Folia et 
flores. 
Betenica ban as Lin. 
Preys ; me leaves and flowers, 
ae 
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Betony is a low plant, growing 
in woods and fhady places, in feve- 
ral parts of England; the flowers 
come forth in June and July; they 
are of a purplith colour, and ftand 
in {pikes on the tops of the ftaiks. 
The leavesand flowers have an her- 
‘baceous, roughifh, fomewhat bit- 
terifh tafte, accompanied with a 
“very weak aromatic flavour. 
herb has long been a favourite a- 
mong writers on the materia medi- 
ca, who have not been wanting to 
attribute to it abundance of good 
qualities. Experience does not dif- 
cover any other virtue in betony 
than that of a mild corroborant; as 
Yuch, an infufion or light decoction 
of it may be drank as tea, or-a fatu- 
rated tincture in rectified fpirit gi- 
ven in fnitable dofes, in laxity and 
debility of the vifcera, and difor- 
ders proceeding from thence. The 
powder of the leaves, fnutfed up the 
nofe, provokes {neezing, and hence 
betony is fometimes madean ingre- 
dient in fternutatory powders: this 
effect does notfeem to be owing, as 
is generally fuppofed, to any pecu- 
liar flimulating quality in the herb, 
but to the rough hairs which the 
leaves are covered with. The roots 
of this plant differ greatly in qua- 
lity from the other parts: their 
tafte is bitter and very naufeous: 
taken in a fmall dofe, they vomit 
and purge violently, and are fuppo- 
fed to have fomewhat in common 
with the roots of hellebore. It is 
pretty fingular, if true, that beto- 
ony affects thofe who gather any 
confiderable quantity of it, witha 
diforder refembling drunkennefs: 
as afirmed by Simon Paulli and 
Bartholinus, 
, From thefe fenfible qualities and 
operative effects, although it has 
now no place in our pharmaco- 
poeias, yet itis perhaps to be con- 
| fidered asa vegetable deferving far- 
| ther attention, 
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BETULA [Gen.] Cortex, fuc- 

Cus. | 

Betula alba Lin. . 

The birch tree, the bark and 
fap. : 

This tree grows wild in moft 
woods: its bark confilts of a thick 
brittle fubftance of a brownifh red 
colour; and of feveral very thin, 
fmooth, white, tranfparent mem- 
branes. Thefe laft are highly in- — 
flammable, and appear to abound 
with refinous matter, though fearce- 
ly of any particular fmell or tafte: 
the thick brittle part is lefs refin- 
ous, andin tafte roughith: of the 
medical virtues.of either, little or 
nothing is known with certainty. 

Upon deeply wounding or boring 
the trunk of the tree in the begin- 
ning of fpring, a fweetifh juice 
iffues forth, fometimes, as it is faid, 
in fo large quantity, as to equal in 
weight the whole tree and root: 
one branch will bleed a gallon or 
more ina day. This juice is chief- 
ly recommended in {corbutic difor- 
ders, and other foulnefles of the 
blood; its moft fenfible effect is te 
promote the urinary difcharge. 


BEZOAR [Bruz.] 

Calculus capre bezoardice. 

Bezoar ftone. eed 

‘The bezoar ftone is a calculous 
concretion found in the ftomach of 
certain animals which are faid to © 
be of the goat kind. It is compof- 
ed of concentrical coats furround- 
ing one another, with a little cavity 
in the middle, containing a bit of 
wood, ftraw, hair, or fome fimilar 
fubftance. es 

The fhops diftinguifh two forts 
of bezoar, one brought from Per- 
fia and the Eaft-Indies, the other 
from the Spanifh Weft-Indies, The 
firft, or beft fort, called oriental be- 
zoar, is of a ffinning dark green or 
olive colour, and an even fmooth 
furface ; on removing the outward 

K3 Caat, 






4 


148 


coat, that which lies underneath it 
appears likewife fmooth and thining. 
.The occidental has a rough fur- 
face, and lefs ofa green colour than 
the foregoing: it is likewife much 
heavier, more brittle, and of a 
loofer texture; the coats are thick- 
er, and ot breaking exhibit a num- 
ber of {trig curioufly interwoven. 
The oriental is generally leis than a 
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wainut; the pecdental for the moft - 


part larger, and fometimes.as big 
asa pooie egg. The firft is moft 
efteemed ; although now they are 


fo little valued in Britain, that a 


place is given to neither in. our 
pharmacopeeias. 

Kempfer (in whofe Amueenitates 
Exotica, a full account of the be- 


zoar animal may be feen) informs 


us, that this ftone is in high efteem 
anong the Perfians, and even of 
greater value than in Europe; this, 
with fundry other circumftances 
needlefs to relate here, has given 
occafion to many to. fufpedt, that 
true bezoar is never brought to 

+ Some authors relate with great 
ee ae that all the ftones com- 
monly fol d: under this name are ar- 
tificial compofitions. That fome 
of them are fo, is evident; hence 
the great differences in the accounts 


which different perfons have given 


of their qualities: the {tones exa- 


. mined by Slare as oriental bezoar, 


did. not diffolve in acids; thofe 
which Grew and Boyle niade trial 
of did: 
froy (in fome experiments related 


in the French, memoirs 1710) . did, 


not feem to be acted on by rectified 
fpirit; whilft fome of thofe exami- 
ned by Newman at Berlin almoft 


totally diffolved therein. The com- 


mon ynark. of the goodn efs of this 


thofe. employed by Geof- 


tice of by the Arabians, who extol 
itima great varicty of diforders, 
particularly againft poifons. Later 


writers alfo “beftow extraordinary 
conimendations on it as a fudorific 
and alexipharmac; virtues to which | 


it.certainly has no pretence. It is 
a morbid concretion, much of the 
fame nature with the human calcu- 


Past oble., 


lus, of no fmell or tafte, not di- 


ge{tible in the ftomach of the ani+ 


mal in which it is found, and {carce. 
capable of being acted upon by any. 


of the juices of the human body. It 


4 


ftone, is. its friking a. deep preen , 


colour on white paper that has been 
rubbed with chalk. +. 


Bezoar was not know 


n tothe an- 
cient. Greeks; and is fir taken nor 


cannot be confidered in any other 
light than as an abforbent; and is 


mich the weakeft of all-the com-. 
mon fabftances of that clafs. It has’ 
been given\to half a dram, and. 


fometimes a whole dram, without. 


any fenfible effect: though the ge- 
neral dofe is only a few grains, 
from which. nothing can be ex- 
pected. 


BISMUTHUM [Braz.} 
Vi i[muthum nativit. 
Bifmuth. 

Bifmuth is a ponderous brittle 
metal, refembling in appearance 
the antimonial regulus and zinc, 
but greatly differing from them in 
quality. It diffolyes with vehe- 
mence in the nitrous acid, which 
only corrodes the regulus ‘of anti- 
mony; and is fearce at all foluble. 
in. the, marine acid, which aé¢ts 
firougly on zinc. A calx.and flow- 
ers of this femimetal have been re- 


commended as fimilar in virtue to 
certain antimonial preparations ; but. 
are at prefent of no other ufe than 


asa pigment or cofmetic: and it 


is now. entirely rejected from the. 
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BISTORTA [Lond.Ed.] Radix. 


Polygonum biftorta Lin. 


Biftort, or fnake-weed; the root. 
This plant grows wild in moift 


meadows in forces parts. of Eng: - 
land 
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land. The root is about the thick- 
nefs of the little finger, of a black- 
ith browncolour on the outfide, and 
reddifh within: it is writhed or 
bent vermicularly (whence the 
name of the plant) with a joint at 
each bending, and full of buthy fi- 
bres; thie toot of the fpecies here 
‘mentioned has, for the moft part, 
only one or two bendings; others 
have three or more. _ | 
All the parts of biftort have a 
rough auftere tafte, particularly the 
root, which is one of the flrongeft 
of the vegetable aftringents. It is 
employed in all kinds of immode- 
rate heemorrhagies and other fluxes, 
both internally and externally, 
where aftringency is the only indi- 
cation. tis certainly a very pow- 
erful ftyptic, and is to be looked on 
fimply as fach ; to the fudoritic, an- 
Eben iene); and other virtues at- 
tributed to it, ir has no other claim 
than in confequence of its aftrin- 
gency, and of the antifeptic power 
which it has in common with other 
vegetable ftyptics. The largett dofe 
of the root iu powder is one dram. 


BOLI. 

Boles are vite clayey earths, 
Yefs coherent and more friable than 
clay firictly fo called, more readily 
uniting with water, and more freely 
Yabiding from it. They are foft 
¢ and unctuous to the touch, adhere 
_ to the tongue, and by degrees melt 
4n the mouth, imprefling a light 
fenfe of aftringency. A great va- 
riety of thefe kinds of earths have 
been introduced into medicine ; 
the principal of which are the fol- 
Jowing. 


(1) Borus Armena [Seuc.]} 
Armenian bole, or bole-armenic. 

Pure Armenian bole is of a 
bright red colour, with a tinge of 
yellow : it is oneof the hardeft and 
moft compact of the bodies of this 
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clafs ; and not fiooth or glofly like 
the others, but generally of a rough 


dufty farface. It raifes no efferve- 
{cence with acids. 


‘Borus Gairrca: [i ond. 
Ed French bole, 
The common French bole is of 
a pale red colour, variegated with 
irregular fpecks or veins of white 
and yellow. It is much fofter than 
the foregoing ; and flightly efter- 
vefces with acids. 


(3) Borus Bresensis. Bole 
of Blois. 

This is a yellow bole, remark- 
ably lighter than the former, and 
than moft of the other yellow 


earths, It effervefces ftron gly with 


acids. 


(4) Borus Bonemica. Bohe- 


mian bole. 


This is of a yellow colour, with 
a caft of red, generally of a Pe 
texture. It is not acted on by acids. 


(5) TERRA LEMNIA, Lemnian 
earth. 

This is a pale red earth; ‘fight uy 
effervefcing with acids. 


(6) TERRA SILESIACA, Silefian 
earth. } | 

This is of a brownifh yellow co- 
lour : acids have no fenfible efiea 
upon it., Thefe and other earths, 
made into little mafles, and flainp- 
ed with certain impreflions, are cail- 
ed terre figillata. 


. The boles of Armenia and Blois, 
and the Lemnian earth, are rarely 
met, with genuine in the fhops; the 
coarfer boles, or white clay colour- 
ed with ochre, caput mortuum of 
vitriol, &c. frequently fupply their 
place. | The genuine may be diftin- 


-guifhed by their fubfiding uniform- 


ly from water, without any fepara- 
i 3 tion 
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tion of their parts; the genuine yel- 
Jow boles retain their colour, or 
have it deepened inthe fire, whilft 
the counterfeit forts burn red. 
‘Thefe earths have been recom- 
mended asaftringent, fudorific, and 
alexipharmac ; and they have been 
ufed in diarrhoeas, dyfenteries, he- 
mmorrhagies, and in malignant and 
peftilential diftempers. In intefti- 


‘nal fluxes, and complaints in the 
firft paflages from thin acrimonious | 


humours, they may doubtlefs be of 
fome ufe; but the virtues afcribed 


to them in the other cafes appear to . 


have no foundation. 

In the London pharmacopoeia 
bole was formerly an ingredient in 
the pulvis e bolo, e fcordio, tabelle 
cardialgice, theriaca, and in one 
compofition for external ufe, viz. 
the /apis medicamentofus. But now 
thefe formule are either entirely 
thrown out, or much changed. 
Thus to the pulvis e bolo, the pul- 
vis e creta is fubftiruted, in which 
no bole is contained. The bolus 
gallicus isthe only one now retain- 
ed either inthe London or Edin- 
burgh pharmacopoeias. It does not 
enter any of their compofitions, 
and is hardly ufed_in the et 
practice. 


BONUS HENRICUS [Gez.] J 
Herba. 

Chenopodium bonus henricus. 

Englifh herb mercury. 

This herb is met with by road- 
fides, and in uncultivated places. It 
is ranked among the emollient 
herbs, but rarely made ufe of in 
practice. Pic leaves are applied 
by the common people for healing 

light wounds, cleanfing old — 
and other like purpofes. 

BORRAGO [Gez.] Herba. 

Borrago officinalis Lin, 
Rorage; the lerb, 
This is a rough plant, clothed 


\ 
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- ing it into larger cry als; 


{cruples, diuretic, 


-- Biffet, 
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with fmall prickly hairs; it grows. 
wild in wafte places, and upon old 
walls. An exhilirating virtue has 
been attributed to the flowers of 
borage, which are hence ranked 
among the fo called cordial flowers ; 


but they appear to have very little 


claim to any virtue of this kind, 
and feem to be altogether infigni- 
ficant. | 


BORAX [Loud. Ed. |. 

Natron boracicatum. 

Borax, or tincal. 

Thisisa faline fubftance, ees | 
from the Eaft-Indies in oreat maf- 
fes, compofed partly of large cry= 
ftals, but chiefly of fmaller ones, 
partly white and partly green, join- 
ed together as it were by a greafy 
yellow fabftance, intermingled with 
fand, fmall ftones, and other im- 
purities: the purer cryftals, expo- 
fed to the fire, melt- into a kind of 
glafs, which is neverthelefs foluble 
in water. 

This falt, difflolved and criftalli-. 
zed, forms finall tranfparent,maffes ; 
the refiners have a method of fhoot-. 
but thefe 
differ in ve refpedis from the 
genuine falt, infomuch that Cramer 
calls them not a purified, but adul- 
terated borax. Experiments have 
clearly fhown, that it confifts of a: 
fixt alkaline falt, the fame with the: 
bafis of the fea falt, in fome degree: 
neutralized by a peculiar nord.) 

The medical virtues of borax 


_ have not been fufficiently afcertain- 
ed by experience: it is fappofed to 


be, in dofes of half a dram or two 
emmenagogte, 
and a promoter of delivery. Myr 
in an effay on the medical 
conftitation of Great Britain, re- 
commends a folution of this fale in 
water as the moft’ powerful diffol- 
vent yet known of aphthous crufts 
in, the mouth and fauces of chil- 
And for the fame porpofe 

a 


Patil : 


alfo a {mall quantity of ict is often 
applied in the form of powder, 
mixed up with fugar. There are 
ftrong reafons to believe, that the 
virtues of borax are much greater 
than they are in general fuppofed 
tobe; and that it may be more 
extenfively ufed with advantage. 


BOTRYS [Swec.] Herba, fe- 
men. 

Chenopodium botrys Lin, 
Jerufalem oak; the leaves and 
feed. 

This plant is cultivated in gar- 
dens. It has a ftrong not difagree- 
able fmell, and a wari fomewhat 


_ pungent tafte. It is recommended 


as a carminative pectoral; and it 
has alfo been recommended as an 
emmenagogue. Infufions of it may 
be drank 2s tea: and in this form 


- jt-has been recommended in cafes 


ee 


of chronic catarrh. But the proper 
menftruum for the active matter, 
both of the leaves and feeds, is rec- 
tified {pirit. 


ei ale 

BRASSICA [Gen.] Herba, fe- 
mina. 4 

Brafica oleracea Lin...) ) 

White and red cabbages, &c. 

Thefe are cultivated in gardens 
rather for culinary than medicinal 
ufe. They are all fuppofed to be 
hard of digeftion, to afford little 
nourifhment, and to produce flatu- 


~lencies; though probably on no 
_ very good foundation. 


They tend 
f{trongly to putrefaction, and run 
into this ftate fooner than almoft 


any other vegetable ; when putre- 


fied, their fmellislikewife the moft 


_offenfive, greatly refembling that 


of putrefied animal fubftances. 
Hence it feems reafonable to con- 
clude, that few of the oleraceous 


_ herbs are more eafily foluble in the 


ftomach, more nutritious or lefs 


remote from the nature of animal- 


food. It is undeniable, that in ge- 
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body; but on the contrary prove a 
falubrious aliment; that when ta- 


_ken freely, they tend to loofen the 


belly ; and that their laxative mat- 
ter is extracted by long boiling in 
water. Of all thefe plants, cauli- 
flowers is reckoned the eafieft of di- 
geftion. The white is the moft fe- 
tid ; and the red moft emollient or 
laxative: a decoction of this laft is 


recommended in fome diforders of 


the breaft, and in hoarfenefs. 
Sliced cabbage cafked up with 
falt, &c. becomes four, keeps long, 
is ufed in Germany at table under 
the name of fourkrour; and it has 
lately been introduced as an article 
of diet with the Britifh forces, ei- 
ther in garrifons befieged, or on 
long voyages. It is now clearly 
demonftrated, that in thefe fitu- 
tions it operates as a moft powerful 
preventative of fcorbutus; and that 
it has even had very great influence 
in curing the difeafe after it has ta- 
ken place. Bi 
Cabbage has alfo been ufed for 


medical purpofes as externally ap-_ 


plied. Theleaves gently bruifed are 
often applied to parts previoutly 
bliftered, with the effec of pro- 
moting a confiderable difcharge. 
They excite a confiderable wa- 


tery difcharge through the fkin in 


cafes of anafarca, particularly when 
applied to the ankles: And they 
have fometimes even the effect of 
inducing vefications. As thus ex- 


ternally applied, they have in fome 


inftances produced a complete dif- 


‘charge of the water in cafes of ana- 


farca, 


BRASSICA MARINA 
[ Brun. | 
Convoloulus foldanella Lin. 
Sea coleworts, Scots {curvygrafs, 
er foldanella; the leaves. 
Ka This 


1 5 ‘ 
neral at leaft they are not unwhole- 


fome ;’ that they do not induce or_ 
promote a putrid difpofition in the. 








dofe ; 





isa 
This isa trailing plant, grow- 


ing on the fea beach in many parts 
of thenorth of England. Theroots, 
deaves, and ftalks, yield a palsy 


juice. 
Soldanella is a {trong cathartic, 
operating very churlilhly, and hence 


defervedly rejected from practice. 


Thofe who recommend its ufe dif- 
fer conliderably with regard to the 
fome direct halfa dram ; o- 
thers three drams, and others a 
whole handful. 


BRITANNICA, vide Lapa- 
THUM. , : 
BRYONIA [£d.] Radix. 
Bryonia alba Lin. 
White br YOY or wild vine ; the 


“roots, 7 
Thisis a rough plant, growing 


on dry banks under hedges, and 
climbing upon the buthes. The 
roots are large, fometimes as thick 
as a man’s thigh; the fimell, when 
frefh, is {trong and difapreeable ; 
the tafte naufeoufly bitter, acrid, 
and biting : the juice is fo tharp, as 
ina little time to excoriate the {kin: 
in drying, they lofe great part of 
their acrimony, and almoft the 
whole of their {cent. 

Bryony root is a ftrong irritating 
cathartic ; and as fuch has fome- 
times been fuccefsfully exhibited in 
maniacal cafes, in fome kinds of 
dropfies, and in feveral chronical 
diforders, where a quick. folution 


of vifcid juices, anda fudden fti- 


mulus on the folids, were required, 
An extract prepared by water, acts 
more mildly and with greater fafety 
than the root in fubftance ; 
from half a dram toa dram, it is 
faid to prove a gentle purgative, 
and lixewife to operate Pomereylly 
by urine, 

Sryony root, applied externally, 

s {aid to be a ‘powerful difcutient. 
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Hence although this as well as 
many other draftic and active ar- 
ticles is now rejected by the Lon- 
don college, yet we think that it 
ought not only to be retained, but 
that a place fhould alfo be given 
in our pharmacopvoeias to the ex- 
tract. 


BUGLOSSUM [Gen.] Radix, 


folia. 


Anchufa officinalis La oee. 
Garden buglofs; the. root and 
leaves. 

_ This isa rough, hairy plant, re- 
fembling borage, but lefs prickly : 
a wild fort is commonly met within 
hedges and among corn, which dif- 
fers from the garden only in being 
fmaller. Buglofs has a flimy fweet-. 
ifh tafte, accompanied witha kind 
of coolnefs; the roots are the moft 
glutinous, and the flowers the leaft 
fo. The flowers are one of the 
four called cordial flowers: the only 
quality they have that can intitle 
them to this appellation, is, that: 


they moderately cool and: foften, 


without offending the palate or fto- 
mach ; and thus in warm climates, 
or in hot difeafes, may in fame 
meafure refrefh the patient; but at 
prefent they are very rarely em- 
ployed. 


BURSA HASTORIS [Brwz.] 
Folia. 

Thlapfi burfa paftori os Lin. 

Shepherds-purfe ; the-leaves. - 

This plant is common in wafte 
places, and is found in flower all 
the fummer. Shepherds-purfe has 
long been celebrated as an aftrin- 
gent, and ftrongly recommended in 
diarrhoeas,dy{fenteries, uterine fluors 
andin general in all difeafes where 
aftringents of any kind can avail. 
Some have efteemed it fo powerful 
a ftyptic, as fearce to be fafely exe 
hain, internally. Others have. 

‘ Seca: 
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thought it to be of a hot fiery na- 
ture, and fuppofed it to {top fluxes 
and hamorrhag gies, by coagulating 
the juices like alcohol, and burning 
or fearing the orifices “ofthe veflels. 
The fenfible qualities of fhepherds- 
parfe difcover little foundation for 
elther of thefe opinions ; it has no 
perceptible heat, acrimony, pun- 
gency, and {earcely any aftringen- 
cy: the tafte is almoft merely her- 
baceous, fo as fufficiently to war- 
rant the epithet given this plant by 
Mr Ray, Fatuum. And although 
it be ftill retained in moft of the 
foreign pharmacopoeias, yet /it is 
hardly in ufe in Britain. 


BUXUS[ Brun.) Folia Lignum. 

Buxus fempervirens Lin. 

Box tree; the leaves and wood. 

The box isa fmall tree, growing 
wild in fome parts of Kent and 
Surry. The wood is of a yellow co- 
lonr, more folid, compadt, and pon- 
derous than any other of the Euro- 
pean woods. The leaves have a 
ftrong naufeous tafte, and, when 
frefh, a fetid {mell: they are faid 
to purge violently, in the dofe of a 
dram. A decoétion of the wood is 
recommended by fome as powerful- 
ly fadorific, preferable even to gua- 
jacam: but the tafte readily difco- 
vers thar it wants the qualities of 
that wocd. Neither the wood nor 
leaves of the box tree are at prefent 
employed for any medicinal pur- 
pofe in Britain; and they are now 
rejected by our colleges : But from 
their adtive qualities, particularly 
that of the leaves, they deferve fome 
attention, and may perhaps be ad- 
vantageoufly fubflitured to expen- 
five articles imported from abroad, 


CACOA [Suwec. ] Nadléé: 

‘Theobroma cacoa Lin. 

Chocolate nuts. 

Thefe are the frait of an eae 
rican tree refembling the almond. 
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The tree, thongh fmall, bears a 
large fruit, fhaped like a cucumber, 


which contains thirty or more of 


the nuts. Thefe, by preflure, yield 


a confiderable quantity of a fluid 
coil. 


Boiled in water, they give out 
a large portion of a febaceous mat- 
ter, which congeals on the farface 


of the liquor as it cools. The prin- 


cipal ufe of thefe nuts is for the 
preparation of the dietetic liquor 


chocolate. Thisis amild, un@u-— 
ous, nutritious fluid, capable of 
foftening acrimonious humours, 


and of preat fervice in confumptive 
diforders ; efpecially if made with 
milk, and with only a fmall propor- 
tion of aromatics. 


CAJEPUT Sea; | Oleum, 
Mateleuca leucadendron. 

Cajeput oil. 

This article has never yet had 


any place in our pharmacopoceias ; 


but it is introduced into fome of the 
beft foreign ones; and itis men- 
tioned by feveral writers on the ma- 
teria medica as an article in very 
high efteem among the eaftern na-- 
tions, particularly in India. Itis 
faid to be obtained by diftillation, 
from the fruit of the maleleuca leu- 
cadendron. When brought into 
this country it is aliquid of a green- 
ifh colour, of a fragrant, but at the 
{ame time a very peculiar odour, 
and of a warm pungent ta{te. Some 
authors, however, reprefent this 
oil as being, when of the beft qua- 
lity, a white orcolourlefs fluid; and 
it has been been faid by the authors 
of the Difpenfatoriam Brun{vicenfe, 
when prepared in Europe from the 
feeds fent from India, to be entire- 
ly of this appearance. 

Hitherto the oleum cajeput has 
been bat Tittle employed, either in 
Britain or on the continent of Eu- 
rope; but in India itis ufed both 
epee and esemnaly, and is 
highly exgolled for its medical pro- 

perties. 
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pertics. It°is applied externally 
where.a warm and peculiar ftimulus 
is requifite ; it is employed for re- 
ftoring vigour after luxations and 
{prains, and for eafing violent pain 
in gouty and rheumatic cafes, in 


~tooth-ach, and fimilar affeftions ; 


‘burit 1s been chiefly celebrated 


‘as taken internally, and it is par- 


ticularly faid to operate as a very 


powerful remedy againft tympani- 


tic affections. 


CALAMINARIS LAPIS 
(Lond. Ed. | 

Zincum calaminaris. 

Calamy, or calamine ftone. 

This mineral isfound plentifally 
in England, Germany, and other 
countries, either in diftin& mines, 
or intermingled with the ores of 
different metals. It is ufually of a 
ereyith, brownifh, yellowith, or pale 
reddifh colour ; confider ably hard, 
though not fufficiently fo to firike 


fire with fteel. It has beenlooked 


upon by fome as a fimple earth, by 
others as an iron ore; later experi- 
ments have difcovered it to be an 
ore of zinc. Calamine is generally 
roafted or calcined before it comes 
into the fhops, in order to feparate 
fome fulphureous or arfenical mat- 
ter which the crade mineral is fup- 
pofed to contain, and to render it 
more eafily reducible into a fine 
powder. In this flate it is employed 


in collyria, againft defluxions. of 


thin-acrid humours upon the eyes ; 

for drying up moift, running ulcers; 
and healing excoriations. It is the 
bafis of an officinal epulotic cerate, 


the ceratum Lineal calaminaris. 


CALAMUS AROMATICUS 
fLond. Ed.| Radix. 

Acorus calamus Lin. 

Sweet flay ; the roots. 

This flag refembles, as to its 
leaves,the common iris; but inother 
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refpects differs greatly from it: th 
{talk grows at a little diftance froma 
the leaves; the lower half, up tov 
where the flowers come forth, iss! 
roundifh ; the part above this, broad,, 
like the oie leaves; the flowers 
are very fmall, whitifh,and ftand im 
a kind of head about the fize of aa 
finger. This plait grows plentifullyy 
in. rivulets and marfhy places abouti 
Norwich and other parts of thiss 
ifland, inthe canals of Holland, ina 
Switzerland, and in other countriess 
of Europe. “The fhops have been: 
ufwally fupplied from the Levant 
with dried roots, which do not ap-- 
pear to be fuperior to thofe of our: 
own growth. | 
The root .of acorus is full off: 
joints, crooked, fomewhat flatted oni 
tlie fides, interaally of a white co-- 
lour, and loofe fpongy texture ; itsi) 
finell is {trong ; the tafte warm a-- 
crid, bitterifh, and aromatic; bothi 
the fmell and tafte are improved by "| 
exficcation. This root is generally” 
looked upon as a carminative and| 
ftomachic medicine, and as fuch isi 
fometimes made ufe of in practice. ; 
It is faid by fome to be fuperior in | 
aromatic flavour to any other veges | 
table that is produced in thefe nor- | 
thern climates: but this affertion | 
is by no means ftrictly true. It is, | 
neverthelefs, a fufiiciently elegant 
aromatic. It was formerly an in-— 
gredient in the mithridate and the- 
riaca of the London pharmacopoeia; 
and in the aromatic and ftomachic 
tinctures, and compound arum 
powder, of the Edinburgh ; but it 
isnow rejected from thefe, and it 
does not at prefent enter any offici- 
nal preparation. The frefh root, can- 
died after the manner directed for 
eandying eryngo root, is faid to be 
employed at Conftantinople asa pre= 
fervative again{t epidemic difeafes.. 
The leaves of this plant havea {weer 
fragrant finell, more agreeable, 
ong 
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though weaker, than that of the 
roots ; but they have no place ei- 
ther in the Britifh or portien se 
macopoeias. 


~CALENDULA [Braz.] Flos. 
Calendula officinalis Lin. 
Garden marigold ; the flower. 
This herbis common in gardens, 
where it is found in flower greateft 
part of the fummer. Marigold 
flowers are fuppofed to be aperient 
and attenuating ; and alfo cardiac, 
alexipharmac, and fudorific : they 
have been principally celebrated in 
uterine obftruCtions, in the jaundice, 
and for throwing out the fmall-pox. 
Their fentible qualities give little 
foundation for thefe virtues : they 
have {carcely any tafte, and no con- 
fiderable finell. The leaves of the 
plant difcover a vifcid {weetifhnefs, 
accompanied with amore durable 
faponaceous pungency and warmth: 
thefe feem capable of anfwering 
fome ufeful purpofes, asa ftimula- 
ting and aperient medicine ; butat 
prefent they are fo little employed 
‘in Britain, that they have now no 
‘place in our pharmacopoeias, and 
they are alfo rejected from feveral 
of the lateft and beft foreign ones. 


CALX VIVA [Loud. Ed.] 

_ Lapis calcareus purus recens 
afias. 

Quicklime. 

Quicklime is uw! mally prepared a- 
mong us, by calcining certain ftones 
of the chalky kind. All chalks 
-and marbles burn into quicklime ; 

with this difference, that the more 
compact the ftone, generally the 
ftronger i isthe lime. In maritime 
countries, in defect of the proper 
ftones, fea-fhells are made ufe of, 
“which afford a calx agreeing in moft 
refpects with the ftone limes. 

All thefe limes are, when frefh 
burnt, highly acrimonious and cor- 
rofive, being thus ftege from fixt 


man 
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air. In this ftate they are employ- 
ed in fomeé external applications as 
a depilatory ; for rendering fulphur 


foluble in water, and for depriving 


alkalies of their fixt air, thus in- 
creafing their power, either for the 
purpofes of a cauftic, or to enable 
them more readily to diffolve oils 
for making foap. If the lime be 
expofed for a length of time to the 
air, it abforbs water ; falls by de- 
grees into a powder ; and, aitradt- 
ing fixt air, lofes gr eatly ob) ‘its 
acrimony. 

Water bee dire@tly upon hick 
lime, takes up a portion of it: the 
folution hasa {trong tafte, fomewhat 
{typtic, drying the mouth, and ac- 
companied witha kind of fweetnels. 
This liquor does not effervefce with 
acids, bur is rendered by fixt air 
turbid and milky : 
the coagulation of milk, it is fome- 
times made ufe of along. with milk 
diet ; agitated with exprefied oils, 
it unites with them into a thick 
compound, recommended by Dr 
Slaire, and much ufed againft burns 
andinflammations. Both the fimple 


folution of the lime, and the folu-: 


tion impregnated with other mate- 
rials, are direéied as officinal, un- 
der the title of lime water. 

Lime water, drank to the quan- 
tity of “a quarter of a pint three or 
four times a-day, and continued for 


a length of time, has been found, 


ferviceable in {crophulons cafes, and 
other obftinate chronic diforders. 
It generally promotes urine, and 





as preventing | 


not unfrequenty the cuticolar dif- — 


charge: forthe moft part it binds 
the belly, and fometimes produces 
troublefome coftivenefs, unlefs this 
effect be occafionally provided a~ 
gainft, by the interpofition of proper 
medicines. {t does good fervice in 
debility and laxity of the vifcera in 
general ; in thofe of the uterine and 
feminal veflels, fluor albus, chronic 
menorrhagia, and glecis, it is par- 
ucularly 


* 


. 
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-ticolarly reeommended. Care maft 


be taken not to ufe this medicine 
too liberally in hor bilious conftitu- 
tions, or where the patient is mach 
emaciated, or the appetite weak, or 
at the time of any critical or peri- 
odical evacnations. It has been u- 
fed as lithontriptic ; and alrhough 
incapable of diffolving calculi in the 
‘urinary organs, yet under its ufe 
calculons patients have experienced 
great relief. In the form of in- 
jection, itis very effectual in kil- 
ling ae bringing off — 


CAMPHORA oe Ed.) 

Laurus camphora Lin. 

Camphor. 

Camphor is a very peculiar fab- 
ftance, obtained in the form of a 
folid concrete, chiefly extracted 
from the wood and roots of a tree 
growing in Sumatra and Japan, 
The former is by’much the beft. 
As it firft fublimes from the wood, 
it appears brownith, compofed at 
fémipellucid grains mixed with dirt: 
in this ftate it is exported by the 
Dutch, and purified by a fecond 
‘fublimation ; after which, it is re- 
duced into loaves od which it is 
bronght to us) probably by fufion 
in clofe vefels ; for it does not af. 
fame this form in» fublimation. 
Camphor is procorable int fmall 
quantities from various other vege- 
tables by diftillation. It/ may be 
confidered as a peculiar, concrete, 
very volatile effential oil. 

Pure camphor is very ‘white, pel- 
lucid, fomewhat unetuous to the 
touch ; of abitrerifh, aromatic, acrid 
tafte, yet accompanied with a fenfe 
of coolnefs ; ; of a fmell fomewhkat 
like that of rofemary, bat much 
ftronger. It is totally volatile, and 
‘inflammable ; foluble in vinous fpi- 
rits, oils, and the mineralacids; not 
in water, alkaline liquors, of the 
acids of the vegetable kingdom. 


This concrete is efteemed one of the: 


moft efficacious Glaphoretics 5 ; and 


\ 
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has long been celebrated in fevers, 
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malignant and epidemical diftem-- 
pers. In delirium, where opiates: 
fail of procuring fleep, and aggra-. 
vate the fymptoms, this medicine 
frequently fucceeds. ; 





Dr Alexander, fome time ago a. 
practitioner in Edinburgh, made. 
many experiments on this article, 
particularly by taking it himfelf in- 
large dofes. On taking a {cruple 
of camphor, he found his pulfe 
fomewhat lefs frequent: on taking 
two, his pulfe fell from 77 to 70, 
but returned to 77 in Jefs than half 
an hour ; at which time vertigo and 


a gradual abelition of confcioufnefs 


came on, fucceeded by violent 
retchings, convulfions, and mania, 
the pnlfe rifing toroo. He then 
began to recover his recollection, 
felt extremely hot, with tremors of 
the whole body. By ufing warm 
water he threw up the camphor, 
the effeétsof which gradually wore 
off, only he felt his body for two 
days very fore and rigid. 

Frederick Hoffinan has written 
anexprefs differtation De Camphora 
ufu interno fecuriffimo et preftan- 
tifimo. The tubftance of his obfer- 
vations is, that camphor feems to. 
penetrate very quickly through the 
whole body, and increafe per{pira- : 
tion: that though given to the 
quantity of half a ‘dram, diffolved in 
fpirit of Wine, and duly dilated, it 
does not raife the pulfe, or occafion a= 
ny heat but rather caufes.a fenfe of 
coolnefs about the preecordia: that 
on continuing its ufe for fome time, — 
the blood became fenfibly more 
fluid, and the quantity of watery 
ferum, which the habit before a- 
bounded with, was confiderably di- 
minifhed; that in malipnant fevers, | 
and all diforders, whether acute or 

oe proceeding from an acrid 

- putrefcent ftate of the juices, 

cals pitt has excellent effects, cor-_ 
recting the acrimony, expelling the 
putrid morbific matter through the 
cus 
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cutaneous pores, and preventing an 
inflammation or fphacelus, where 
there is previoufly any dilpofition 
thereto; that, by ftrengthening the 
veflels, it reftrains hemorrhagies 
happening in acute fevers, and pro- 
motes critical and periodical eva- 
ciiations: that itexpels even the ve- 
nereal virus; that he has known ex- 
amples of the Jues being cured by 
camphor alone, a purgative only be- 
ing premifed; and that in recent 
infections he has found nomedicine 
equal to it inefficacy. In inflam- 
matory cafes, where there is a ten- 
dency to mortification, intenfe heat, 
thirtt, or where the {kin is dry and 
arched, whether before or after a 
delirium bas come on, fmall dofes of 
camphor joined with nitre produc- 
ed happy effects, almoft immedi- 
ately relieving the fymptoms, occa- 
fioning a calm fleep and plentiful 
{weat, without fatiguing the pati- 
ent. He farther obierves, that this 
fimple, by its antiphlogiftic quality, 
revents the ill effects of the more 
hae medicines; that cantha- 
rides, and the acrid ftimulating ca- 
thartics and diuretics, by the ad- 
mixture of a fmall proportion of 
camphor, become much more mild 
und fafe in operation. 
_ The common dofe of camphor is 
from one grainto ten. It enters 
Teveral officinal preparations, both 
for external and internal ufe; par- 
icularly the linimentum camphore, 
inimentum faponis, balfamum ano- 
ynum, oleuam camphoratum, {pt. 
inofus camphoratus, miftura cam- 
yhorata, tinétura opii camphorata, 
:. 
In modern practice, it is exter- 
hally employed chiefly to diminifh 
inflammation, to difcufs tumour, to 
pbviate gangrene, to ftimulate in 
jocal palfy, and to allay rheumatic 
nd paralytic pains. Internally, it 
s giveninnervousafiections, witha 
view of exciting the vis vita, and al- 
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the fame view to the Vis vita, to ob- 
Viate putreicence, and to procure 
fleep, it isuled in fevers of the ty- 
phous kind. Some recommend it 
as fingularly ufeful in cafes of ardor 
uring: ; and others find it efficacious 
in what are called nervous head- 
achs. , — 


CANCRORUM CHELG 
[ Lond. | eee 
Gancer pagurus Lin. 
Crabs claws. , 
Thefe are the black tips of the 


claws of a particular {pecies of fea-_ 


crab. After being broken down,. 
and well wathed in boiling water, 
they are reduced to powder, and 
employed asan ablorbent. They 
conlift of a calcareous animal earth, 
and of courfe neutralife thofe acids 
with which they come in contact 
in the prime vie. Hur befides an 
earth, they contain alfo a glutinous 


animal matter, which gives them a. 


tendency toconcrete in the ftomach 
and bowels: hence abforbents from 
the mineral kingdom are perhaps 


preferable; but while tbefe, as. 


magnefia, often operate as cathar- 
tics, the cheles cancrorum tend ra- 
ther to bind: the body; a circum- 
ftance which renders them preter- 
able in fome cafes. They enter 
fome officinal preparations, as the 


pulvis e chelis cancrorum compofi-. 


tus. The chele cancrerum bave 
now no place in the Edinburgh 
pharmacopoeia. They employ for 
the fame purpofe the article next to 
be mentioned, which is now re- 
jected by the London college. 


CANCRORUM OCULI dicié 
[ ed. ] . | 
Cancer affacus Lin. 
Crabs eyes. 4% 1 
The Edinburgh college are, we 
think, in the right in retaming this 
article in preference to the former, 
as being a more pure abforbent 
earth; but it is with little propriety 
that 
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that they have retained the ancient 
name, which has often led to an 
‘abfurd miftake: for the article de- 
nominated crabs eyes is a {tony 
concretion found in the head, fto- 
mach, and other parts of a particu- 
lar fpecies of crab,. Hence in the 
beft foreign pharmacopoeias they 
are denominated cancrorum calculi, 
lapili, &e. 

The calculi cancrorum are gene- 
nerally about the fize of peas, or 
larger. They are of a fpherical 
fhape, but a little flatted on one 
fide. They are of a white colour, 
but fometimes with a reddith or blue- 
ifh caft, and internally of a lamina- 
ted frugure. The greate{t part 
of them are the produce of Mut- 
covy, particularly of the river Don, 
where the dead crabs are laid upon 
the banksin heaps, toputrify, after 
which the ftones are picked out. 

The earth of crab-ftones is faid 
to differ materially from the pre- 
ceding article, in not being con- 
vertible into quicklime; bur their 
medical differences are very incon- 
fiderable; folutions of the two ar- 
ticles in vinegar, or other vegetable 
or animal acids, being nearly alike. 
As well as the former.article, they 
are employed as abforbents, and 
are fometimes very ufeful in the 
diarrhoeas of children, arifing from 
acidity, where any obj ection occurs 
to the employment of magnefia. | 

Crabs ftones are faid by “nofkt wri- 
ters on the materia medica to be 
frequently counterfeited with to- 
bacco pipe clay, or compofitions of 
chalk with mucilaginous fubflances, 
This piece of fraud, if really prac- 
tifed, may be very eafily difcover- 
ed; the counterfeits wanting the 
leafy texture which is obferved upon 


a 
breaking the gentmme ; more readily 
imbibing water ; ealhering to the 


tongue; and diffolving in vinegar, 
or the flronger acids “diluted with 
water, Bs ci entirely, or not at all, 
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or by piecemeal; ‘whilt othe true 
crabs eyes, digefted inthefe liquors,, 
become foft and tran{parent, theirt 
original form remaining the fame :: 

this change is owing to the earthy) 
part, on which depended their opa-- 
city and hardnefs, being diffolved by? 
the gentle action of the acid, which 
leaves the conglutinating matter un-. 


hart. 





CANELLA ALBA [Lond. Ed. 
Cortex 

Wintornnia vanilla Lin. 

Canella alba. : 

This bark is brought to us relled 
up into long quills, thicker than cin- 
namon, and both outwardly and in- 
wardly of awhitifh colour, lightly in- 
clining to yellow. It is the produce 
of a tall tree growing in great plenty 
in the low lands in Jamaica, and 
other American iflands. Infufions of 


itin water are of a yellowith colour, 


and fmell of the canella; but they 
are rather bitter than aromatic. 
Tinures in rectified {pirit have the 
warmth of the bark, but little of 
itsfmell. Proof-fpirit diffolves the 
aromatic as well as the bitter mat- 
ter of the canella, and is therefore 
the beft menftruum. 

The canella is the interior bark, 
freed from an outward thin rough 
one, and dried in the fhade. The 
fhops diftinguifh two forts of canel- 
la, differing from each other in the 
length and thicknefs of the quills; 
they are both the bark of the fame 
tree, the thicker being taken from 
the trunk, and the thinner from the. 
brauiches. Thisbarkisa warm pun- 
gent aromatic, not of the moft 
agreeable kind: nor are any of the 
preparations of it very grateful. 

Canella alba is often employed 
where a warm ftimulant to the fto-_ 
mach is neceflary, and asa corri-* 
gent of other articles. It is now, 
however, little ufed in compofi- ° 
Lion by the London college; the — 
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ters being the pulvis aloeticus: but 
with the Edinburgh college it is an 
ingredient in the tinctura amara, 
vinum amarum, vinum rhei, &c. It 
is ufeful as covering the tafte of 
fome other articles. 

_ CANNABIS [ Bran.) Semen. 

Cannabis fativa Lin, 

_ Hemp; the feed. 

This plant when fresh, has arank 
narcotic fmell: the water in which 
the ftalks are foaked, in order to fa- 
cilitate the feparation of the tough 
rind for mechanic ufes, is faid to be 
violently poifonous, and to produce 
its effects almoft as foon as drank. 
The feeds alfo have fome finell of 
the herb; their tafte is unétuousand 
fweetifh; on expreflion they yield a 
confiderable quantity of infipid oil ; 
hence they are recommended (boil- 
ed in milk, or triturated with water 
into an emulfion) againft coughs, 
heat of urine, and the like. They 

are alfo faid to be ufeful in inconti- 
nence of urine, and for reftraining 
venereal appetites; but experience 
does not warrant their having any 

: virtues of this kind. Butalthough 
the feeds only have hitherto been 
| principally i in ufe, yet other parts 

of the plant feem to be more active, 
and may be confidered as deferving 
farther attention. . : 


CANTHARIS [Lond. Ed] 

Meloe veficatoris Lin. 

The Spanifh fly. 

-Thefe infects are of a thining 
green colour, intermingled with 
more or lefs of a blue anda gold 
yellow. They are found adhering 
jro different kinds of treesand herbs, 
in Spain, Italy, and France; the 
largeft come from Italy, but the 
\fimaller kind from Spain are De 
ferred. 

-Cartharides are extremely a acri- 
}monious ; applied to the fkin, they 
\firftinflame, and afterwards exco- 


* 
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only officinal formula which it en-. 


mad, and dies. 


riate the part, raifing a more per- 


feé blitter than any of the vegetable 
acrids, and occafioning a more plen-- 


tiful difcharge of ferum. Even the 
external application of cantharides 
is often followed bya ftrangury ac- 
companied with thirft and teverifh 


heat ; thisinconvenience may be re- 


medied by foft unétuous or mucila- 
ginous liquors liberally drank. The 
{tranguary is probably owing to the 
action of the abforbed active parts 
on the neck of the bladder. 
Cantharides taken internally, of- 
ten occafion a difcharge of blood by 
urine, with exquifite pain: if the 
dofe be confiderable,they feem to in- 
flame and exulcerate the whole in- 
teftinal canal; the ftools become 
mucous and purulent; the breath 
fetid andcadaverous; intenfe pains 
are felt in the lower belly; the pa- 
tient faints, grows giddy, raving 
Ail thefe terrible 
confequences have fometimes hap- 
pened from afew grains. Herman 
relates, that he has known a quar- 
ter of a grain inflame the kidneys, 
and occation bloody urine with vio- 
lent pain. There are neverthelefs, 
cafes in which this ftimulating ay, 
given in larger dofes, proves not ronly 
fafe but of fingular efficacy for the 
cure of difeafes that yield little to 
medicines of a milder clafs. In 


phlegmatic habits, where the vil- 


cera are overloaded, and the kid- 
neys and ureters cbitructed with 
thick vifcid mucous matter, cantha- 
rides have excellent effects: here 
the abounding mneus defends the 
folids from the acrimony of the fy, 
tillic is itfelf expelled; when the 
medicine ought to be difeontinved. 
Groenvelt employed cantha rides 


with great fuccefs in dropfies, ob-_ 


ftinate fuppreflions of urine, and 
ulcerations of the bladder; giving 
very confiderable dofes made into 
bolufes with camphor ; and iater- 
pofing large dranghs of emulfions, 

ha lk, 
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milk, or other emollient liquids; by: 


this means the exceflive irritation 
which they would otherwife have 
occalioned, was in a great meatfure 
prevented, The camphor did not 
perhaps contribute fo much to this 
effect as is generally, imagined ; 

fince it has no fenfibie quali. that 
promifes any confiderable abate- 
ment of the acrimony of canthari- 
des: uitre would anfwerall thatthe 
camphor. is fuppoled: to perform: 
this, with milk, or emollient muci- 
laginous liquors, drank in large 
quantity are the be{t correstors. 
Cantharides, in very fmall dofes, 
may be given with fafety alfo in 
other cafes. Dr Mead obferves, that 
the obitinate gleetings which fre- 
quently remain afterthe cure of ve- 


nereal maladies, and which rarely: 


yield to baliamic medicines, are ef- 
fectually remedied by cantharides ; 
and that no one remedy is more ef- 
ficacious in leprous diforders, in 
which laft, proper purgatives are to 
be occafionally taken during the ule 
of the cantharides. The beft and 
fafe(t preparation of cantharides for 
thefe purpofes, is a {pirituous tinc- 
ture; and indeed in, all cafes the 
uncture is far preferable, for inter- 
nal ufe, to the fly in fubitance. 

On anidea of the ftimulas ac- 
cumulated about the genital organs 
being propagated to parts in the 
neighbourhood, the internal ufe of 
the tincture has alfo been» recom- 
mended in diabetes, leacorrhoea, a- 
menorrhoea, &c. but from the dan- 


porous, effects fometimes obferved — 
vom feemingly ineonfiderable dofes, 


| and aed are now almoft entirely 
confined to external application. 
They are ania nfed: as 
merely rubefacient, as in friction, 
with the tincture on indolent fwell- 
ings, orin form of weak’ plafter, but 
moit commonly in form of full bli- 
fler, chietly with a viwof relieving 


torpor, of determini ing the: impetus: 
of the blood from the part affected! 
to the part of application, of dif-. 
charging Jerum, and of relieving: 
{pafms in <errain internal parts. 
The virtues of cantharidesare ex-- 
tracted by rectified Spirit of wine,, 
proof-{pirit, and water; but donot: 
arifein diftillation. The wateryand 
{pirituons extracts blitter as freely 
as the fly in fab{tance; whilft the fly 


‘remaining after the feveral menftrua 


have performed their office, is tothe 
tafteinfipid,and does notin the leatt 
blitter,or inflame the skin ;hence the 
uuguentum ex infufo cantharidum s 
But befides this, cantharides are 
the a¢tive bafis of feveral other of- 
ficinal preparations, as the tin@ura 
cantharidis, emplatiicum canthari- 
dis, anguepeye cantharidis, &c. - 


CAPPARIS (Brun. ] Husiois 
cortex et florum gemma. ; 

Gapparis [pinofa Lia. 

Caper buih; the bark of thesedly 
and buds of the flowers. 

This is alow prickly buf, Fourie 
wild in Italy and other countries ; 
itis raifed with us’ by fowing the 
{feeds upon old walls where they 
take root between the bricks, and 
endure for may years. 

The bark of the root is pretty 
thick, of anafh colour, with feveral 
tranfverfe wrinkles on the furface ; 
cut in flices and laid to dry, it rolls 
up into quills. This bark hasa 
bitterith acrid tafte; it i8 reckoned © 
aperient and diuretic; ; and recom- 
mended in feveral chronic difor- 
ders, for opening obttructions ef | 
the vifcera. | 

The buds, pickled with vinegar, | 
&e. are afed: at table, They arefup-— 
Di to excite appetite, and pro- 

note digeftion : and to be particu- 


Hee nfeful, -as detergents and ape- | 


-rients, in. almenatons of the liver © 


and fpleen. Their tate and virtmes 
ae a S depend 
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depend more upon the faline matter 
introduced into them, than on the 
caper puds., | 


CARDAMINE [Lond. Ed.} 
Flos. 
Cardamine pratenfis Lin. 
Ladies Smock ; the flower. 
The cardamine is a perennial 
plant, which grows in meadow 
grounds, fends forth purplith flowers 
in the fpring ; and inits fenfible qua- 
lities refembies the waffurtium a- 
cyuaticum, Long ago itwas employ- 
ed as a diuretic; and of late it has 
been introducedin nervous difeafes, 
as epilepfy, hifteria, chorea, afth- 
ma, &c. A dram or two of the pow- 
der is given twice or thrice a-day. 
It has little fenfible operation, ex- 
cept that it fometimes fweats. 


CARDAMOMUMMINUS 
{ Lond. Ed.| Semen. 

Amomum cardamomum Lin. 

Leffercardamom. 

Formerly a place was giveninour 
pharmacopoeias to different kinds 
of cardamom feeds, and particularly 
to the large as well as the {mall ; 
but the latter, though fcarce half 
the fize of the former, are confider- 
ably {tronger both in fmell and 
tafte. Hence this fort has long 
fupplied the place of the other in 
the fhops, and is the only one now 
directed. | 

Cardamom feeds areavery warm, 
grateful, pangentaromatic, and fre- 
quently employed as fuch in prac- 
tice: they are faid to have this ad- 
vantage, that notwithftanding their 
pungency, they do not, like thofe 
of the pepper kind, immoderately 
es or inflame the bowels. Both 
water and rectified {pirit extra 
ee virtues by infufion, and elevate 
them in diftiilation ; with this dif- 
sate that the tin@ure and diftil- 

ed fpirit are- confiderably more 
prateful than the infufion and diftil- 
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led water: the watery infufion ap- 
pears turpid and mucilaginous ; the 
tincture made in fpirit, limpid and | 
tran{parent. The hufks of the feeds, 
which havevery little fmell or tafte, 
may be commodionfly feparated, by 
committing the whole to the mor- 
tar, when the feed will readily pul- 
verize, fo as to be freed from the 
fhell by the fieve: this fhould not be 
done till juft before ufing them; for 
if kept without the hufks, they foon 
lofe confiderably of their flavour.— 
The officinal preparations of thefe 
feeds are fpirituous tinctures, fimple 
and compound : they are employed 
alfo as a fpicy ingredient in feveral 
of the officinal compofitions. 


CARDIACA [Gen.] Folia. 
Leonurus cardiaca Lin. 
Motherwort; the leaves. 

This plant is common in wafte 
places, and found in flower greateft. 
parr of the fammer. The leaves 
have a bitter tafte, and a pretty 
ftrong fmell ; they are fuppofed to 
be ufeful in hyfteric diforders, to 
ftrengthen the ftomach, to promote 
urine ; and indeed it may be judged 
from their fmell and tafte, that their 
medicinal virtues are confiderable, 
though they are now rejected both 
from the London and Edinburgh. 
pharmacopoeias. 


_CARDUUS BENEDICTUS 

[Lond. Ed.| Herba, 

Centaurea benedia Lin, 

Bleffed thiftle; the leaves. 

‘This is an annual plant, cultivas 
ted in gardens: it flowers in June 
and July, and perfects its feeds in 
the autumn. “The herb fhould be 
gathered when in flower, dried in 
the fhade, and kept in a very dry 
airy place, to prevent its rotting of 


growing mouldy, which it is very - 


apt todo. The leaves have a pene- 
trating bitter tafte, not very {trong 
or very durable, accompanied with 
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an ungrateful flavour, which they 
are in great meafure freed from by 
keeping. Water extracts, ina little 
time, even without heat, the light- 
er and more grateful parts of this 
plant ; if the digeftion be continued 
for fome hours, the difagreeable 
parts are taken up; a ftrong decoc- 
tion is very naufeous and offenfive 
to the ftomach. Reétified fpirit 
gains a very pleafant bitter tafte, 
which remains uninjured in the ex- 
tract. ; 

The virtues of this plant feem to 
be little knownin the prefent prac- 
tice. The naufeous decoction is 
fometimes ufed to provoke vomit- 
ing; anda ftrong infufion to pro- 
mote the operation of other emetics. 
But this elegant bitter, when freed 
from the offenfive parts of the herb, 
may be advantageoufly applied to 
other purpofes. We have frequently 
experienced excellent effects from a 
light infufion of carduus in lofs of 
appetite, where the ftomach was in- 
jured by irregularities. A ftronger 
infufion made in cold or warm wa- 
ter, if drank freely, and the patient 
kept warm, occafions a plentiful 
fweat, and promotes all the fecre- 
tions in general. 


The feeds of this plant are alfo. 


confiderably bitter, and have been 
fometimes ufed with the fame inten- 
tion as the leaves. 


CARICA [Lond. Ed.] Pama 

Ficus carica Lin, 

The fig; the dried fruit. 

The principal ufe of thefe is as a 
foft, emollient fweet; with: thisin- 
coction and lenitive eleétuary of the 
fhops. They are alfo efteemed by 
fome as fuppuratives,. and hence 
have a place in maturating cata- 
plafins ; and they are fometimes 
applied by themfeves as warm as 
they can eafily be borne, to promote 
“the fuppuration ye ea tae io 
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ticularly when fo fituated that other 
cataplafms sor ai eafily be kept ap- 
plied. 


CARLINA [Gen.] Radix. 

Carlina acaulis Lin, 

Carline thiftle ; the root. 

This is a very prickly fort of 
thiftle, growing fpontanconfly inthe 
fouthern parts of France, Spain, 
Italy, andthe mountains of Swiffer- 
land; from whence the dried roots 
are brought to us. This root is 
about aninch thick, externally of a 
pale rufty brown colour, corroded as 
it were on the furface, and perfora- 
ted with numerous fmall holes, ap- 
pearing when cut as if worm-eaten. 
It hasa {trong fmell, and a fubacrid, 
bitterifh, weakly aromatic tafte: 
Carlina is looked on asa warm dia- 
phoretic and alexipharmac ; and has 
been for fome.time greatly efteem- 
ed by foreign phylicians, but never 
came much into ufe among us: the. 
prefent practice hasentirely rejected 
it; nor isitoftento be met with in: 
the fhops. Hoffman relates, that) 
he has obferved a decoction of it in 
broth to occafion vomiting. 


CARPOBALSAMUM [ Bruz. 1 
Frudus. 

Amyris Gileadlen fis List, 

Carpobalfam ; the fruit. 

This is the fruit of the cree that 
yields the opobalfam or balfam of} 
Gilead. It is about the fize of a: 
pea, of a whitifh colour, inclofed im 
a dark brown wrinkled bark. This: 
fruit, when in perfection, hasaplea--. 
fant warm glowing tafte, and a fra-: 
grant fmell, refembling that of ther 
opobalfamum itfelf. Itis very rare-- 
ly found in the fhops; andfuch ass 
we now and then do meet with, has: 

almoft entirely loft its fmell and: 
bas, It had formerly a place im 
the mithridate and theriacaformu-. 
le, now banifhed from our pharma-: 


copoeias; but even then the coll eget 


permitted: 
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permitted cubebs to be employed as 
4a fabftitute for the carpobalfamum, 
which could feldom be procured ; 
and it is probably on this account 
that it has now no place in our 
lifts. 


CARTHAMUS [ Bruz.] Semen. 
Carthamus tinGorius Lin. 
Baftard faffron ; the feeds. 
The baftard faffronds a foft kind 
of thiftle, with only a few prickles 
about the edges of the leaves. It is 
cultivated in large quantity in fome 
places of Germany, from whence 





the other parts of Europe are fup- 


plied with the flowers as a colour- 
ing drug, and the feedsas a medi- 
cinal one. The flowers, well cu- 
red, are not eafily diftinguifhable 
by the eye from faftron ; but their 
want of f{mell readily difcovers 
them. The feeds are white, fmooth, 
of an oblong roundifh fhape, yet 
with four fenfible corners, about a 
quarter of an inch in length, fo 
heavy as to fink in water; of a vil- 
cid fweetifh-tafte, which ina little 
‘ime becomes acrid and nanfeous. 
Thefe feeds have been celebrated 
us acathartic : they operate very 
lowly, and for the moft part difor- 

er the bowels, efpecially when gi- 
ven in fubftance ; triturated with a- 
romatic diftilled waters, they form 
wn emullion lefs offenfive, yet infe- 
flor in efficacy, to more common 
urgatives. 







CARUON. [Lozad. Ed.] Semen. 
Carum carvi Lin. 

| Caraway ; the feeds. 

| Caraway is an- umbelliferous 
ant, cultivated with us in gar- 
ens, both for culinary and medi- 
foal ufe. The feeds have no aro- 
hatic {mell, and a warm pungent 
\fte. Thefe are in the number of 
e four greater hot feeds; and fre- 
ently employed as a ftomachic 
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and carminative in flatulent colics, 
and the like. . 

They were formerly the bafis of 
feveral officinal preparations, and 
entered many compotitions by way 
ofacorrigent. But altho’ they be 
now lefs frequently employed than 
before, yet a place is ftill given ta 
their eflential oil and diftilled {pi- 
rit; and they enter the compound 
{pirit of juniper, the tincture of 
fenna, and fome other compofi- 
tions. : 


CARYOPHYLLUMAROMA- 
TICUM [Loud. Ed.] 

Caryophyllus aromaticus Lin, 

Cloves. 

Cloves are the fruit of a free 
growing in the Eaft-Indies., In 
fhape, they fomewhat refemble a 
fhort thick nail. : 

Cloves have a very ftrong agree- 
able aromatic fmell, and a bitterifh 
pungent tafte, almoft burning the 
mouth and fauces. The Dutch, 
from whom we have this fpice, fre- 
quently mix it with cloves which 
have been robbed of their oil: 
thefe, though in time they regain 
from the others a confiderable fhare 
both of tafte and {mell, are eafily 
diftinguifhable by their weaker fla- 
vour and lighter colour. Cloves, ° 
confidered as medicines, are very. 
hot ftimulating aromatics, and pof- 
fefs in an eminent degree the ge- 
neral virtues of fubftances of this 
clafs. An extract made from them 
with rectified fpirit is exceflively 
hot and pungent ; the diftilled oil 
has no great pungency ; an extrack 
made with water is naufeous, and 
fomewhat ftyptic. The only offi- 
cinal preparation of them is the ef- 
fential oil, Both the cloves them- 
felves and their oi] are ingredients 
in many officinal compofitions. 
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CARYOPHYLLUM RU- 
BRUM [Lond. Ed.] Flos. 


Dianthus caryophylus Lin. 
Clove July-flowers. 


_ A great variety of thefe flowers. 


are met within our gardens : thofe 
made ufe of in medicine ought to be 
of a deep crimfon colour, and a 
pleafant aromatic fmell, fomewhat 
like that of cloves: many forts have 
fearce any fimellatall. The ca- 
ryophylla rubra are faid to be car- 
diac and alexipharmac. SimonPaulli 
relates, that he has cured many 
malignant fevers by the ufe of a 
decoction of them: which he fays 
powerfully promotes fweat and u- 
rine, without greatly irritating na- 
ture, and alfo raifes the fpirits and 
quenches thirft. At prefent the 
flowers are chiefly valued for their 
pleafant favour, which is entirely 
loft even by light coétion ; hence 
the college direct the fyrup, which 
is the only officinal preparation of 
them, to be made by infufion. 


CARYOPHYLLATA [ Bruz.] 
Radix. 

Géum urabanum Lin. 

Avens ; the root. 

Avens is a rough plant found 
wild in woods and hedges. The 
root has,a warm, bitterifh, aftrin- 


gent, tafte, and a pleafant {mell, 


fomewhat of the clove kind, efpe- 
cially in the fpring, and when pro- 
duced in dry warm foils. Parkin- 
fon obferves, that fuch as is the 
growth of moift foils has nothing 
of this flavour. This root has been 
employed as aftomachic, and for 
ftrengthening the tone of the vif- 
cera in general: it is ftill in fome 
efteem in foreign countries, though 
not taken notice of among us. It 
yields on diftillation an elegant o- 
doriferous effential oil, which con- 
cretes into a flaky form. 

Befides the gum urbanum, ano- 
ther {pecies of the geum, the rival . 
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has a placein fome phdinacsposale 
under the title of Caryophyllata a- 
fe uatica. ‘The root of this {pecies, 

hich is larger than the other, is 
{aid to be employed by the Indians 
in South America for the cure off 
intermittents, and to be equally; 
fuccefsful with the Peruvian bark.. 
Dr Withering imentions, that the: 
powder of the root is ufed for this: 
purpofe by the Canadians. But we: 
do not know that with this inten« 
tion it has been much employed im 
Britain. 


CASCARILLA [Lond. Ed.} 
Cortex. 

Groton cafcarilla Lin. 

Cafcarilla ; the bark. 

This bark is imported into Eu- 
rope from the Bahama iflands, and! 
particularly from one of them of 
the name of Elatheria; from which 
circumftance it was long known by; 
the title of Eleutheria. The caf-- 
carilla is in general brought to ns: 
either in curled pieces, or rolled upy 
into fhort quills, abour an inch ine 
width, fomewhat refembling in ap-. 
pearance the Peruvian bark. © It is: 
covered on the outfide witha rough 
whitifh matter ; and in the infides 
it is of a brownifh caft. When bro-! 
ken, it exhibits a fmooth clofe: 
dark brown furface. 

This bark, when freed from ie 
outer whitifh coat, which is infipids 
and inodorous, has a light agree 
able {mell, and a moderately bitreri 
tafte, accompanied with a confider-! 
able aromatic warmth. Itis cally 
inflammable, and yields when burn-| 
ing a very fragrant fmell fomewhat) 
refembling that of mufk, a proper- 
ty which diftinguifhes the cafcarilla: 
from all other barks. It was firftl 
introduced into Europe about the 
end of the laft century, and feems 
firft to have been ufec in Germany, 
where it is ftillin very high efeemy 
There it is pqrently employed _ 

gainth) 
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gainft common intermittent fevers, 
in preference to the Peravian. bark, 
as being lefs fubject to fome incon- 
veniences, Which the latter on ac- 
count of its great aftringency is ap 
zo occafion. Itis alfo faid to have 
been employed with great fuccefs 
in fome very dangerous, epidemic 
fevers attended with petechiz: 
and it is frequently attended with 
advantages in flatulent colics, inter- 

nal hemorrhagies, dyfenteries, di- 
arrhoeas, and fimilar diforders. In 
Britain it has beeu ufed by fome 
practitioners, particularly by the 
jate Dr Kier of London, who was 
of opinion that it was by no means 
employed fo generally as it deferved 
to be. 

Its virtues are partially extracted 
by water, and totally by rectified 
Spirit, but it is moft effectual when 
given in fubftance. 


CASSIA FISTULARIS 
{Lond. Ed.| Fructus. 
Caffia fiftula Lin. 
Caffia of the cane; the fruit. 
This is the frvit of an oriental 
tree refembling the walnut. 
This fruit is a cylindrical pod, 
fcarce an inch in diameter, a foot 
or more in length: the outfide is a 
hard brown bark ; the infide is di- 
vided by thin tranfverfe woody 
plates, covered with a foft black 
pulp of a fweetifh tafte, with fome 
degree of acrimony. There are 
two forts of this drug in the fhops ; 
one brought from the Eaft-Indies, 
the other fromthe Weft: the canes 
or pods of the latter are generally 
Parcs, rough, thick-rinded, andthe 
pulp nanfeous; thofe of the former 
are lefs, {moother, the pulp blacker, 
and of a {weeter tafte; this fort is 
preferred tothe other. Such pods 
‘fhould be chofen as are weighty, 
“new, and co not make a rattling 
noife (from the feeds being loofe 





within them) when fhaken. The 
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pulp fhould be of a bright. fhining 
black colour, and of a {weet tafte, 
not harfh, which happens from the 
fruit being gathered before it has 
grown fully ripe, or fourith, which 
it is apt to turn upon keeping: it 
fhould neither be very dry nor very 
moift, nor at all mouldy; which, 
from its being kept in damp cel- 
lars, or moiftened, in order to in- 
creafe its weight, it is very fubje& 
to be. Greateft part of the pulp 
diffolves both in water and in re¢ti- 
fied fpirit; and may’be extracted 
from the cane by either. The fhops 
employ water, boiling the bruifed 
pod therein, and afterwards evapo- 
rating the folution to a due confitt- 
ence. : 

_ The pulp of caffia is a gentle lax. 
ative medicine, and frequently gi- 
ven. in a dofe of fome drams, in cof- 
tive habits. Some direct a dofe of 
two ounces or more as a cathartic, 
in inflammatory cafes, where the 
more acrid purgatives have noplace: 
bat in thefe large quantities it ge- 
nerally naufeates the ftomsch, pro- 
duces flatulencies, and fometimes 
gripings of the bowels, efpecially if 
the cafliabe not ofa very good kind: 
thefe effects may be prevented by 
the addition of aromatics, and ex- 
hibiting it in aliquidform. Geof- 


froy fays, it does excellent fervice 


in the painful tenfions of the belly, 
which fometimes follow the im- 
prudent ufe of antimonials; and 
that ic may be advantageoufly acua- 
ted with the more acrid purgatives, 
or antimonial emetics, or employed 
to abate their force. Vallifnieri 
relates, that the purgative virtue of 
this medicine is remarkably promo- 
ted by manna; that a mixture of 
four drams of caffia and two of 
matina, purges as well as twelve 
drams of caflia, or thirty-two of 
manna alone. Sennertus obferves, 
that the urine is apt to be turned of 
‘a green colour by the ufe of caffia: 
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-and fometimes, where a large quan- 
tity has been taken, blackith. This 
drug gives name to an officinal e- 


lectuary, and is an ingredient alfo » 


in another. 


CASSIA LIGNEA [£d.] Cor- 
tex, flores nondum explicate. 

Laurus cafia Lin. 

Caffia; the bark and flowers. _ 

This bark, which is imported 
from different parts of the Eaft In- 
dies and from China, has a very 
exact ae aire ghe tothe cinnamon, 

aid is obtained from a {pecies of 
the fame genus of tree. It is dif- 
tinguifhable from the cinnamon by 
being of a thicker and coarfer ap- 
pearance, and by its breaking fhort 
‘and fmooth, while the cinnamon 
breaks fibrous and fhivery. 

‘This bark refembles cinnamon 
fill more exactly in its aromatic 
flavour than in its external appear- 
ance, and feems only to differ from 
‘it in being fomewhat weaker, in a- 
bounding 1 more with a vifcotis mu- 
cilaginous matter, and in being lefs 
aftringent. Accordingly, it has net 
-only a place in the Edinburgh 
pharmaccpoeia, but is alfo the batfis 
of a diftilled water. It is perhaps 
furprifing that the London college 
have given it no place in their lifts. 
But although it does not enter their 
pharmocopoela, yet we may venture 
to affert, that it will not be neglect- 
ed by the apothecaries. At ‘pre- 
fent it is very common with many 
of them to fubftitute the caflia in 
every cafe for the more expentfive 
article cinnamon: and indeed al- 
mott the whole of whatis at prefent 
fold under the title either of fimple 
or fpirituous cinnarmoen-water, is 
entirely prepared from caffia, and 
not even entirely from the bark, 


but from a mixture of the bark a 
‘buds 
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CASTOREUM ries: Bide 
Caftor fiber Lin, 

Cattor, 

Caftor appears to be a peculiar 
fatty depofition found in cells or 
bags fituated near the re€tum in the: 
beaver, a four-footed amphibious: 
animal, frequent in feveral parts of! 
Europe and America. The beft: 
comes from Raflia: this is in large: 
round hard cods, which appear,, 
when cut, full of a brittle red liver-- 
coloured fubMance ,interf{perfed with: 
membranes and fibres exquifitely: 
interwoyen. An inferior fort is: 
brought from Dantzick ; this is ge-- 
nerally fat and moift. The worft! 
of all is that of New-England,, 
which is in longifh thin cods. Buti 
of late, fome apparently not infe-. 
rior to the Ruffian caftor, has been: 
brought from Hudfon’s bay. 

Caftor has a ftreng not agreeable: 
fmell, and anacrid, biting, bitterifh: 
naufeous tafte. Water extracts the: 
naufeous part, with little of the: 
finer bitter; rectified fpirit ex-.- 
tracts this laft, without much of the: 
naufeous : proof- fpirit both: water: 
elevates the whole of its flavour in: 
diftillation ; reétified fpirit brings; 
over nothing. — 

Caftor is looked npon as one af 
the capital nervine and antibyfteric: 
medicines: fome celebrated practi-. 
tioncrs have neverthelefs doubted 
its virtues; and Newmann and! 
Stahl declare it infignificant. Ex-. 
perience, however, | 3as fhown, that} 
the virtues of caftor are confiders. 
able, though they are certainly far: 
lefs than they have been genecrall 
fuppofed to be. Its officinal e 
parations are a {pirituous tincure,. 
and acompound tinéture of caftor,. 


“It is an ingredient in fome other: 


compofitions, as the compound pow-: 
der of myrrh. 
CASUMUNAR [ Braz.) 
This is a tuberous root, an inch: 
oF 
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or more in thicknefs, marked on 
the furface with circles or joints like 


galangal, of a brownifh or afh co- 
Jour on the outfide, and a dufky 


yellowith within ; itis brought from: 


the Eaft-Indies, cut into tran{verfe 
flices: what kind of plant it pro- 
duces is not known. 

-Cafumunar has a warm bitterifh 
tafte, and an aromatic fmell, fome- 
what refembling that of ginger. It 
has beencelebrated in hy{teric cafes, 
epilepfies, palfies, lofs of memory, 
and other diforders: the pr efent 
practice fometimes employs it as a 
ftomachic and carminative, but it is 
not fo much ufed or known as it de- 
ferves to be. 


CATECHDU, Vulgo terra Fapo- 
nica [Lond Ed.] 

Mimofa catechu Lin. 

Catechu; the extract. 

This vegetable extract, which has 
Jong had, but very improperly, the 
name of terra Japonica, is the pro- 
duct of a plant growing in the Eaft- 
Indies. A particular account of 
the vegetable from whence it is ob- 
tained, as well as ofjthe method of 

preparation, was fome time ago 
publifhed by Dr Kerr in the Lon- 
don Medical Obfervations. The only 
earth which it contains, confifts en- 
tirely of adhering impurities from 
the furnaces or kilns in which it is 
prepared. Hence it is with great 
propriety, that in fome of the fo- 
reign pharmacopoeias a faccas japo- 
nicus depuratus, is introduced, al- 
though nor adopted either by the 
London or Edinburgh colleges. 
The extract of carechn in its pu- 
“reft {tate is a dry and pulverable 
fubftance. Outwardly it is of a 
reddifh colour,internally of a fhining 
dark brown, with a flight caft of red. 
It is a mild, bur at the fame time 
a powerful aftringent. Itis more 
agreeable in tafte than moft other 
fubftances of that clafs. It leaves 






Mareria Medica. 


167 


in the mouth a kind of fweetnefs. 
and mucilaginous feel, It may be 
ufefully employed for moft ,purpofes 
where an aftringent is indicated, 
provided the moft powerful be not 
requifite. But it is particularly 
ufeful in alvine fluxes; and where 
thefe require the ufe of aftringents, 
We are acquainted with no one e- 
qually beneficial, Befides this, it 
is employed alfo in uterine profluvia, 
in laxity and debility of the vifcera 
in general, in catarrhal affections, 
and various other difeafes where a- 
ftringents are indicated. It is often 
fuffered to diffolve leifarely in the 
mouth, as a topical aftringent for 
laxities and exulcerations of the 
gums, for aphthous ulcers in the 
mouth, and fimilar affections: And 
it is in fome other cafes applied ex- 
ternally both under the form of fo- 
lution and of OintN Chit des ae 

Catechu diffolves a lm entirely 
in water excepting its impurities. 
Bur thefe are in general fo confi- 
derable in point of quantity, that 
Dr Lewis computes them to confti- 
tute one-eighth part of the mats. 
Of the pure’ matter, rectified fpirit 
diffolves about feven-eighths into a 
deep red liquor ; the part which it 
leaves undiffolved is an almoft infi- 
pid mucilaginous fubflance. 

Catechu is the batis of feveral 
fixed formulz in-our pharmacopoei- 
as, particularly of a tinéture and 
an electuary : But one of the beft 
forms under which it can be exhi- 
bited is that of fimple infufion in 
warm water, with a proportion 
of cinnamon or caflia; for by this 
means itis at once freed from its 
impurities, and improved by the 
addition of the aromatic. 












CENTAURIUM MAJOR. ie 
dix. | 
Gentaurea centaurium Lin. 
Greater centaury: the root.’ 
The greater centaury is a large 
L 4 plant 











168 
plant, cultivated in gardens. The 
root has a rough fomewhat acrid 
tafte, and abounds with a red vifcid 
juice: its rough tafte has gained it 
fome efteem as an aftringent ; its a- 
crimony as an aperient ; and its glu- 
tinous quality as a vulnerary : the 
prefent practice takes little notice 
of it with any intention. 


CENTAURIUM MINUS 
{ Lond. Ed.| Gacumen. 

Gentiana centaurium Lin. 

Leffer centaury ; the top. 

This grows wild in many parts 
of England, in dry pafture grounds, 
and amongft corn. The tops are 
an ufeful aperient bitter. 


CEPA [Szec] Radix. 

Allium cepa Lin. 

Onion ; the root. 

Onions differ from other bulbous- 
rooted plants, in having fingle 
roots, or fuch as cannot be parted 
fo as toincreafe the plant. Thefe 
roots are confidered rather as ar- 
ticles of food than of medicine: 
they are fuppofed to afford little or 
no nourifhment, and when eaten li- 
berally produce flatulencies, occa- 
fion thirft, headachs, and turbulent 
dreams: in cold phlegmatic habits, 
where vifcid mucus abounds, they 
doubtlefs have’ their ufe; as by 
their ftimulating quality they tend 
to excite appetite, attenuate thick 


_ juices, and promote their expul- 
fion: by fome they are ftrongly re-: 


commended in fuppreflions of urine 
and in dropfies. The chief medici- 
nal ufe of onions in the prefent 
practice is in external applications, 
‘asa cataplafm for fuppurating tu- 
yours, &c, 


CERA FLAVA [Lond Ea.) 

Yellow bees wax. 

This isa folid concrete obtained 
from the honeycombs after the ho- 
ney is got ont, by heating and pref- 


fing them betwjxtiron plates, The 


\ 
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beft fort is of alively yellow colour, — 
and an agreeable {mell, fomewhat 
like that of honey when new, it 
is toughifh yet eafy to break; by 
age it becomes harder and more 
britttle, it lofes its fine colour, and 
in great meafure its fmell. 


CERA ALBA [Lond. Fa] 

White wax. 

White wax is prepared from the 
yellow, by reducing it into thin 
flakes, and expofing it for a length 
of time to the air; when fufficient- 
ly bleached, it is melted, and caft 
into cakes. The beft fort is of a 
clear and almoft tranfparent -white- 
nefs, and of a light agreeable fmell 
like that of the yellow wax, but 
much weaker. 

The chief medical ufe of wax is 
incerates, plafters, unguents, &c. 
as an emollient for promoting fup- 
puration, &c. It readily unites with. 
oils and animal fats, but not with 
watery or fpirituens liquors. It is 
given alfointernally in diarrhoeas 
and dyfenteries, when mixed with 
oily fubftances, _ 


CERASUS [Swec.] Folia, frue- 
tus, LCMMl. as 

Prunus cerafus Lin. 

The cherry ; the leaves, fruit, 
and gum. 

Of this fruit a confiderable 1 num- 
berof varieties are cultivated in our 
gardens; particularly the {weet 

cherry with a black juice; the 
pleafantly-fourifh cherry, with aco- 
lourlefs juice; and the very four 
cherry, with .a blood-red, juice ;_ 
commonly called black, red, and 
morello cherries. . 

Thefe fruits, efpecially the acid 
forts, are very ufeful and agreeable 
coolers and quenchers of thirft ;_ 
and are fometimes directed with this - 
intention, in hot bilious, or febrile 
diftempers.. Boerhaave was ex-_ 
tremely fond of thefe and the other - 
fruits called derei, aperients in 

fome 
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fome chronic cafes ; and declares 
himfelf perfuaded, eBat there is no 
kind of obftruG@tion of the vifcera 
capable of being removed by me- 
dicine, which will not yield to the 
continued ufe of thefe. They are ra- 
ther, however, ufed as an article of 
diet or luxury, than in the way of 
medicine. And accordingly have no 
place in the London or Edinburgh 
pharmacopocias. 

Befides the fruit of the cherry, 
the leaves alfo are now introduced 
into the Swedifh pharmacopoeia ; 
but they do not enter any of their 
fixed formule, and we know not 
for what purpofe they are particu- 
larly intended. 

The gam of the cherry is a pret- 
ty pure vegetable mucilage, nearly 
approaching to gum arabic. 


CEREFOLIUM [Suec.] Her- 
ba. ae 

Sandix cerefolium Lin. 

‘Chervil ; the plant. 

This is a low annual plant fome- 
what like parfley, commonly culu- 
vated in gardens for culinary pur- 
pofes. This plant is grateful both 
‘to. the palate and ftomach, gently 
aperient, and diuretic. Geoflr oy 
affures us, that he has foundit from 
experience to be of excellent fervice 
iin dropfies: that, in this diforder, 
it promotes the difcharge of urine 
\when fupprefled; renders it clear, 
-whenfeculentand turbid ; and when 
high and fiery, of a paler colour ; 
‘that it ads mildly withoat irrita- 
jtion, and tends rather to allay than 
jexgite inflammation. He goes fo 
far as to fay, that dropfies which 
ido not yield to this medicine, are 
fearce capable of being cured by 
pany other. - He diredts the juice 
to be given in the dofe of three or 
four ounces every fourth hour, and 
(continued for fome time, either a- 
llone, or in conjunction with nitre 
jand fyrup of the five opening roots, 


\ 
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CHALYBS, vide Ferrum. 
CHAMADRYS [Suec.] Heréba, 


Teucrium chamedrys. 

Germander ; the herb. 

This is a low fhrabby plant, cul- 
tivated in gardens. The leaves, 
tops, and feeds have a bitter tafte, 
with fome degree of aftringency 
and aromatic flavour. They are 
recommended as fudorific, diuretic, 
and emmenagogue,and for ftrength- 
ening the ftomach and vifcera in ge- 
neral. With fome they have been 
in great efteem in intermittent fe- 
vers, and alfo in fcrophulous and 
other chronic diforders; but at 


_prefent they are very little in ufe, 


and have now no place either in 
the London or Edinburgh pharina- 
copoelas. 


CHAMMELUM, [Lond, Ed 4 
Flos fimplex. 

Anthemis nobilis Lin. 

Chamomile ; the fingle flower. 

Thefe have a {trong not ungraie- 
ful aromatic {mell, and a very bit- 
ter nanfeous tafte. They are ac- 
counted carminative, aperient, e- 
mollient, and in fome degree ano- 
dyne ; and fland recommended in 
flatulent colics, for promoting the 
uterine purgations, in ipafmodic 
pains, and the pains of childbed 


women: fometimes they have been ~ 


employed in intermittent fevers, 
andin nephritis. Thefe flowers 
are frequently alfo ufed externally 
in difcetient and antifeptic fomens 
tations, and in emollient glyfters : 
they enter the decoctum pro ene- 

mate, et decoctum pro fomento of 
our pharmacopoeias. An eflential 
oil was formerly directed to be pre- 
pared from them, but i is now 
omitted. A fimple watery infofi- 
on of them taken in a tepid fate is 
at prefent frequently employed to 
promote the operation of emetics 

CA. 
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CAMAPITHYS [Swec.] Her- 
ba. 

Teucrium chamepithys. 

Ground-pine; the herb. 

This is a low hairy plant, clam- 
my to the touch, of a ftrong aro- 
matic refinous {inell, and a bitter 
roughith tafte. It is recommend- 
ed as an aperient and vulnerary, 
and alfo in gouty and rheumatic 
pains. 


CHEIRI [Brun.] Flos. 
Cheiranthus chetrz Lin. 
Wall-fiower. 

This grows upon old walls and 
among rubbith, in feveral parts of 
England. The flowers have a plea- 
fant fmell, and a fubacrid, bitterith, 
not agreeable tafte: they are faid 
to be cordial, anodyne, aperient, 
and emmenagogue, but are wholly 


neglected by practice. 


CHELIDONIUM MAJUS 
(Brun.] Herba, radix. 
Chelidonium majus Lin. 
Celandine : the leaves and root, 
This plant grows upon eld walls, 


among rubbith, and in watte thady 
places. 


The herb is of a blueith 
green colour ; the root of a deep 
red ; both contain a gold-coloured 


juice ; their fmell is dilagreeable ; 


the tafte fomewhat bitterifh, very 
acrid, biting and burning the 
mouth ; the root is the moft acrid. 
The jaice of celandine has long 
been celebrated in diforders of the 
eyes; burt it is too fharp unlefs 
plentifully diluted, to be ‘applied 
with fafety to that tenderorgan. It 
has been fometimes ufed, and it is 
faid with good fuccefs, for extirpa- 
ting warts, cleanfing old ulcers, and 
in cataplafms for the herpes milia- 
ris. This acrimonious plant fs rare- 
ly given internally ; the virtues at- 
tributed to it are thofe of a ftimu- 
lating aperient, diuretic, and fudo- 
rific : it is particularly recommend. 
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ed in the flow kind of jaundice, 
where there are no fymptoms of in- 
flammation, and in dropfies ; fome 
fuppofe the root to have been Hel- 
mont’s fpecific in the hydrops af- 
cites. Half adramor a dram of 
the dry root is directed for a dofe ; 
or an infufion in wine of an ounce: 
of frefh root. 


CHELIDONIUM MINUS 
[Brun.| Radix. 

Ranunculus frcaria Lin. 

Pilewort ; the root. 

This is a very fmall plant, fur 
in moft meadows and by hedge- 
fides : the roots confift of flender fi- 
bres, with fome little tubercles a- 
mong them, which are fuppofed to 
refemble the hzemorrhoids ; from 
thence it has been concluded, that 
this root muft needs be of wonder- 
ful efficacy for the cure of that di-. 
{temper : to the tafte, it is little o-- 
ther than mucilaginous: and altho’ 
ftill retained in feveral of the fo-- 
reign pharmacopeeias, it is hardly 
in ufe in this Cony 


CHINA [ Suec. | Radix. 

Smilax china Lin. 

China root... eg 

This root is brought from the: 
Eaft-Indies. But befides the orien-: 
tal china root, there is alfo a root: 
under the fame name brought from: 
the Weft-Indies, obtained from a: 
different fpecies of the fame genus,. 
They are both longifh, full of joints, 
of a pale reddifh colour, of no: 
fmell, and very little tafte : the o- 
riental, whichis the moft efteemed, , 
is confiderably harder and paler co-. 
loured than the other, Such fhould! 
be chofen as is freth, clofe, heavy, , 
and upon being chewed appears: 
full of a fat unctuous juice. China 
root was cither unknown or difre-: 
garded by the ancient phyficians. 
It was firft introduced into Europe: 
about the year 1535, with the cha-. 

racti 
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racer of a fpecific againft venereal 
and cutaneous diforders; and as 
fach was made ufe of for fome time, 
but at length gave place to medi- 
cines of a more powerful kind. It 
is generally fuppofed to promote 
infenfible perfpiration and the uri- 
nary difcharge; and by its andétu- 
ois quality. to obtand acrimonious 
juices, 


CICHOREUM [Suec.] Radix, 
herba. 

Cichoreum intybus Lin. 

Wild fuccory ; the rootsand herb. 

The root has a moderately bitter 
tafte, with fome degree of roughneds; 
the Jeaves are fomewhat lefs bitter: 
the roots, ftalks, and leaves yield, 
on being wounded, a milky fapona- 
ceous juice. By cniture this plant 
lofes its green colour and its bitter- 
nefs, and in this ftate is employed 
in fallads: the darker coloured and 
nore deeply jagged the leaves, the 
bitterer is their tafte. Wild fuc- 
cory is an ufeful detergent, ape- 

“rient, and attenuating medicine ; 

acting without much irritation, 
tending rather to cool than to heat 
the body, and at the fame time cor- 
roborating the tone of the inteftines. 
The juice taken in large quantities, 
fo as to keep up a gentle diarrhoea, 
‘and continued for fome weeks, has 
been found to produce excellent ef- 
fects in cutaneous affections and o- 
ther chronical difeafes. 


CICUTA [Lond. Ed.| Herba, 
flos, femen. 

Conium maculatum Lin. 

Hemlock ; the leaves, flower, and 
feed. : 
-. This is a large umbelliferous 
plant, common about the fides of 
fields, under hedges, and in moift 
fhady places: the leaves are wing- 
ed, divided into a great number of 
finall fern like feétions, of a dark or 
blackifh green colour, and appear- 
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ing as it were rough; the ftalk is 
hollow (as is likewife great-part of 
the root after the flalk has arifen), 
and {potted with feveral blackifh, 
red, or purple fpots. Hemlock is 
fometimes applied externally in the 
form of decoction, infufion, or poul- 
tice, as a diicutient.  Thefe are 
apt to excoriate, and their vapour 
is to fome particularly difagreeable 
and hurtful. The ftalks are infig- 
nificant, and the roors very virulent. 
With regard to its virtne when ta- 
Ken internally, it has been gene- 
rally accounted poifonous ; which it 
doubtlefs is, in a high degree, when 
ufed in any confiderable quantity. 
But Dr Stoerk has lately found, 
that in certain {mall dofes it may 
be taken with great fafety; and 
that, without at all difordering the 
conftitution, or even producing any 
fenfible operation, it fometimes 
proves a powerful refolvent in many 
obftinate diforders. In fcirrhus, 
the internal and external ufe of 
hemlock has been found ufeful, but 
then mercury has been generally 
ufed at the fame time. In open 
cancer, it often abates the pains, 
and is free from the conftipating 
effects of opium. It is likewife 
ufed in fcrophulous tumeurs and 
ulcers, and in other ulcers that are 
only defined by the term ill-con- 
ditioned. It is alfo recommended 
by fome in chincough, and various 
other difeafes. Its common, and 
perhaps beft form is that of the 
powdered leaves, in the dofe at firft 
of two or three grains a-day, which 


in fome cafes has been gradually in- 


creafed toupwards of two ounces 


a-day, without producing giddinefs. | 


An extract from the feeds is faid to 
produce giddinefs fooner than thar 
from the leaves. Hence, while 
both the London and Edinburgh 
colleges have given a place to the 
fuccns {piflatus cicutee, intothe phar- 
macopocia of the latter an cxtrac- 
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‘leaf is alfo ufled;-: 
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tum feminum cicuts is alfo intro- 
duced. 


CINARA [Lond. Ed.] Folium. 
Cynara fcolymus Lin. 
Artichoke; the leaves. 

The artichoke is a large rough 
plant, with greyifh leaves, ‘which is 
well known in our Peace as being 
very commonly cultivated for culi- 
nary purpofes. The leaves are bit- 
ter; and on being preffed give out 
their bitternefs along with their 
juice. This expreffed juice is given 
in drepfies, and in fome inftances 
has proved fuccefsfal after other 
medicines have failed. For this 
purpofe, the expreffed juice pafled 
only through a coarfe ftrainer, is 


mixed with an equal quantity of 


white wine, and of this mixture two 
or three table fpoonfuls are taken 
every morning and evening. It 
operates by promoting diurefis. 
For this purpofe, an infufion of the 
and both the 
leaves and ftalks enter into many 
of the diuretic decoctions ufed by 
the country people. 


CINNABARIS NATIVA 
{ Brun.] 


Native cinnabar. 


This is a ponderous mineral of a. 


red colour, found in Spain, Hunga- 
ry, and feveral other parts of the 
world, The fineft fort is in pretty 
large maffes, both externally and 
internally of an clegant deep red co- 
lour, which is much improved upon 
grinding the mafs into fine powder. 

There is another fort, of a good 
eolour, in roundifh drops, fmooth 

without, and ftriated within. 

This mineral appears from ché- 
miical experiments to be compofed 
ef mercary and fulphur, in futha 
manner, that the quantity of the 
former is commonly above fix times 


“greater than that of the latter: the 
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finer the colour of the cinnabar, tho 
more mercury it is found to holdi 
Native cinnabar has been by many 
preferred asa medicine to that madi 
by art: but there does not appear te 
be any juft foundation for this pre: 
ference. The native has fometimer 
been obferved to occafion naufea: 
vomiting, and anxiety: thefe pros 
bably proceeded from an admixture 
of fome arfenical particles which ii 
could not be freed from by repeated 
ablation. When pure, it bas nc 
quality or medical virtue diftinét 

romithofe of the artificial cinnabar, 
now ftyled Hpydrargyrus fulphuratus. 
ruber, and afterwards to be men- 
tioned among the mercurial pre- 
parations. 


CINERES CLAVELLATAI 
[ Lond. | 

Kali impurium. 

Ruflia potath. 

Potath is an impure alkaline falt, 
produced from ail land plants, ex- 
cept the tetradynamia clafs, by 
burning with a clofe {mothering: 
heat. In this flate they are called: 
weed afhes, which contain, befidesi 
alkah, charcoal, falphur, and a 
little vitriolated tartar, Thefe: 
foreign matters are. partly fepara- 
ted, ‘by mixing the athes with wa-: 
ter, and pafling it through a vel. 
fel ‘with holes at the bottom covers. 
ed with ftraw. It is then evapos 
rated to the confiltence of honey, 

and afterwards burnt in an oven, 
from which it acquires a little flany 
matter, In’this ftate, from its co- 
lour it is called pearl afhes, the /a/ 
alcalinus fixus vegetabilis [Ed.| Tf 
lime be mixed A! the afhes, and 
paffed through the veffel as before, 
the alkali is “confiderably deprived 
of its fixed air, is confequently cau- 
ftic, has a darker colour, and gives 
2 reddith folution, having diffolved 
fome of the i iron of the pot it is pre- 


pared 
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pared in, and from which it is call- 
ed potah. Large quantities of it 
are brought tous from America, 
Rufia, and other places. Other 
kinds of impure vegetable alkali 
appear in commerce, under the 
names ofcafhub, marcoft afhes, &c. 


~ CINNAMOMUM [Lond. Ed.] 
Cortex et ejus oleum effentiale. 

Laurus cinnamomum Lin. 

- Cinnamon; the bark and its ef- 
fential oil. 

Thisis alight thin bark, of a red- 
dith colour, rolled up in long quills 
or canes; of a fragrant, delight- 
ful {mell, and an aromatic, {weet, 
pungent tafte, with fome degree of 
aftringency. Itis generally mixed 
with the caffia bark : this laft is ea- 
fily diftinguifhable by its breaking 
over fmooth, whilft cinnamon {plin- 
ters; and by its flimy mucilaginous 
tafte, without any thing of the 
roughnefs of the true cinnamon. 
Cinnamonisavery elegant and ufe- 
ful aromatic, more grateful both to 
the palate and ftomach, than moft 
other fubftances of thisclafs: by its 
aftringent quality it likewife corro- 
borates the vifcera, and proves of 
great fervice in feveral kinds of al- 
vine fluxes, and immoderate dif- 
charges from the uterus. An eflen- 
tial oil, a diftilled water, a diftilled 

fpirit, anda tinGure of it, are di- 
rected to be kept in the fhops ; burt 
‘thefe are much more frequently 
prepared from caffia than from cin- 
namon; and jn thofe formule in 
which diftillation is employed, the 
difference’ perhaps is not very ma- 
terial: but whether it be exhibited 
under the form of powder or infu- 
fion, aftringency isonly to be look- 
ed for from the genuine cinnamon ; 
and this is often required where it 
is employed as afpicy ingredient in 
) a great number of compofitions. 
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CITRULLUS [Brun.] Semen. 
Cucurbita citrullus Liz. 
Citruls; the feed. 
This plant is rarely met with a- 

mong us, unlefs in botanic gardens. 

gThe feeds are in the number of the 
four greatercold feeds, and agree in 
quality with the others of that clafs. 


\ 


CITRUS [Suec.] Corticis flave- 
do, oleuwn, fuceus.:  '* 

Citrus medica Lin, 

_ Citron; the yellow rind, oil, and 
juice. 

The citron is an evergreen tree 
or fhrub, of the fame genus with 
the orange and lemon: it was firft 
brought from Affyria and Media, 
(whence the fruit iscalled mala 4/- 
fyria, mala Medica) into Greece, 
and thence into the fonthern parts 
of Europe, where it is now culti- 
vated. Citronsare rarely made ufe 
of among us: they are of the fame 
quality with lemons, except that 
their juice is fornewhat lefs acid. 
They enter, however, a confidera- 
ble number of formiulee in feveralof 
the foreign pharmacopocias, and 
with us are frequently employed as 
a condiment. 





COCCINELLA [Load. Ed.} 

Coccus cali Lin. 

Cochineal. tae fF 

Thisisafmall, irregular, roundith 
body, of a dark red colour on the 
outfide, and adeep bright red with- 
in: itis bronght from Mexico and 
New Spain. This fubfiance was lone 
fuppofed to be the feed of a plant; 
but it. appears from ehemical éxe = 
periments to be an animal, and 





7 pep a 
from the accounts of the more ceéle- 
Soe 


brated naturalifts, an infect, which 
breeds on the American prickly- 
pear tree, and adheres thereto with- 
out changing its place. Cochineai 
has been ftronely recommended as 
a fadorific, cardiac, and alexiphar- 


nyac ; 
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mac: but practitioners have never 
obferved any confiderable effects 
from it. Its greateft confumption 
is among the fearlet dyers ; and in 
medicine its principal ufe is as a 
colouring drug: both watery and 
{pirituous liquors extract its colour. 
Inthe London and Edinburgh phar- 
macopoeias, fome of the tinctures 
receive from this drug a fine red 
colour. 


COCHLEARIA HORTENSIS 
[Lonud. Ed. | Folia. 

Cochlearia officinalis Lin. 

Garden fcurvy-prafs; the leaves. 


COCHLEARIA MARINA 
Folia. 

Cochlearia Anglica Lin. 

Sea fcurvy-grafs; the leaves. 

Thefe plants have little other dif- 
ference,as totheirexternal appear- 
ance, than that expreffed in their 
titles; in tafte and medical virtue, 
the firft is confiderably the ftrong- 
-eft ; and hence is alone retained both 
bythe London and. Edinburgh col- 
leges; but where either is employ- 
ed, the latter, collected on our fea- 
coafts, is perhaps moft frequently 
ufed. 

Scurvy-grafs is a pungent fimu- 
lating medicine ; capable of diffol- 
ving vifcid juices, opening obftruc- 
tions of the vifcera and the more 
diftant glands, and promoting the 
fluid fecretions: it 1s particularly 


celebrated in fcurvies, and i is the 


principal herb employed in thefe 
_ kinds of diforders in the northern 


\ 


. countries. 


-COFFEA [ Brun. | Semen, | 
Coffea Aratica Lia, 

Coffee ; the fruit. 

Coffee is the fruit of an oriental 
fhrub now cultivated in the Weft- 
Indies. This fruit is employed ra- 
ther as food than as a medicine, 


‘The medical effets expected from 


j 
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it are to aflift digeftion, promote: 
the natural fecretions, and preventt 
or remove a difpofition to fleepinefs.. 
It has been recommended in fpaf-- 
modic afthma; and in fome cafes itt 
is found highly ufeful in alleviating: 
fevere head-ach. 


COLCHICUM 
Radix, 

Colchicum autumnale Lin. 

Meadow faffron ; the root. 

This plant grows wild in mea-. 
dows, in the more temperate parts. 
of Europe. The roots, freed from 
the outer blackifh coat and fibres. 
below, are white, and full of a 
white juice. In drying they be- 
come wrinkled and dark coloured. 
Applied to the fkin, it fhows fome 
figns of acrimony ; and taken inter- 
nally, it is faid fometimes to excite 
a fenfe of burning heat, bloody 
{tools, and other violent fymptoms. 
In the form of fyrup, however, 
it has been given to the extent 
of two ounces a-day without any 
bad confequence. It is fometimes 
employed as a diuretic in dropfy. 

From its great activity it was long 
ranked among the poifonons vege-_ 
tables ; but from this circumftance 
it claimed the attention “of Dr-~ 
Stoerk of Vienna, who made it the 
fubject of many experiments. Ac- 
cording to his account, the recent 
root taken in fubftance, even to 4 
very {mall extent, produced alarm-_ 
ing effects ; bat he found that an 
oxymel prepared from it might be 
ufed with fafety, and proved a> 
powerful diuretic. Since his pub- 
lication it has been a good deal 
ufed by other practitioners; but it. 
has by no means fupported the- 
character which he gave of it, even’ 
whenemployedin much larger dofes 
than Dr Stoerk feems to have ex- 
hibited: Qn fome occafions, how-. 
ever, it operates as a powerful din. 
retic; and accordingly it is not. 

only 
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Farle. 
only introduced into moft of the 
modern pharmacopoeias, but is alfo 
the bafis of different formule. The 
London college, in imitation of 
the original prefcription of Dr Sto- 
erk, have introduced into their 
pharmacopoeia an oxymel colchici ; 
but the Edinburgh college, from an 
objection to honey, which with fome 
people is apt to excite violent colic 
pains, have {ubftituted to this a 
fyrupus colchici ; in which, how- 
ever, nearly the fame proportions 
are retained, fogar being merely 
employed in place of honey. This 
fyrup, in place of two or three 
drams merely, has been given to 
the extent of two or three ounces 
ina day, in general without any 
inconvenience, and fometimes with 
good, effects : but like the other 
diuretics, it cannot be depended 
upoR. 


COLOCYNTHIS [Lozad. Ed.] 
Frudius medulla. 

Cucumis colocynthis Lin. 

Coloquintida, or bitrer apple ; 
the medullary part of the fruit. 

This is the produce of a plant of 
the gourd kind, growing in Tur- 
key. The fruit is about thetize of 
an orange ; itsmedullary part, freed 
from the rind and feeds, is alone 
made ufe of in medicine: this is 
very light, white, fpongy, compofed 
of membraneous leaves ; of an ex- 
tremely bitter, naufeous, acrimoni- 
ous tafte. Colocynth is one of the 
mo({t powerful and moft violent ca- 
thartics. Many eminent phyficians 
ondemn it as dangerons, and even 
eleterioas : others recommend it 
ot only as an efficacious purgative, 
ut likewife as an alternative in 
bftinate chronical diforders. Thus 
uch is certain, that colocynth, in 
the dofe of a few grains, acts with 
Preat vehemence,diforders the body 
knd fometimes occations a difcharge 
pf blood. Many attempts have been 
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made to correct its virulence by the 
addition of acids, aftringents, and 
the like; thefe may leffen the force 
of the colocynth, but no otherwife 
than might be equally done by are- 
duction of the dofe. The beft me- 
thod of abating its virulence, with- 
out diminilhing its purgative virtue, 
feems to be by triturating it with 
gammy farinaceous fubftances, or 
the oily feeds, which, without ma- 
king any alteration in the colocynth 
itfelf, prevent its refinous particles 
from cohering, and {ticking upon 
the membranes of the inteftines, fo 
as to irritate, inflame, or corrode 
them. Itis an ingredient in fome 
of the purgative pills, and the ca- 
thartic extraéts of the fhops, par- 
ticularly of the extraétum colocyn- 
thidis compofitum, and pilulee ex 
colocynthide cum aloe. 


COLOMBA [Lond. Ed.| Ra- 
dix. 

Colomba ; the root. 

The botanical characters of the 
vegetable from whence this root is 
obtained are not yet afcertained. 
Ir is brought from Colombo in 
Ceylon in the form of knobs, ha- 
ving arough furface, and confift- 
ing of acortical, woody, and me- 
dullary lamina. It hasa difapree- 
ably bitter tafte, an aromatic fla- 
vour ; in experimentis confiderably 
antifeptic, and particularly effectual 
in corre@ing and preventing the 
putridity of bile, Abroad itis much 
ufed in difeafes attended with bili- 
ous fymptoms, particularly in chor 


lera; and'is faid to be fometimes, — 
very effectual in other cafes of vo- | 
Some conlider it as very — 


miting. 
ufeful in dyfpepfia. Half a dram of 
the powder is given repeatedly in 
the day. Water is not focomplete 
a menitruum as fpirits, bar to their 
united action it yields a favoured 
extract in very confiderable quan- 
tity. Its ufein medicine has been 

par- 
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particularly recommended to the 
attention of practitioners by Dr 
Percival of Manchefter in his Ex- 
perimental Effays; and it has in 
general been found to anfwer ex- 
pectation: but it is to be regretted, 
that it isnot fo regularly imported 
as to admit of our {hops being fup- 
plied with it of good quality. Hence 
when prefcribed it is often exhibit- 
ed ina very decayed ftate. 


CONSOLIDA [Suec.] Radix. 
Symphitum officinale Lin. 
Comfrey ; the root. 

Thisis arough hairy plant, prow- 
ing wild by river-fides and in wa- 
tery places. The roots are very 
large, black on the outfide, white 
within, full of a vifcid glutinous 
juice, of no particular tafte. They 
agree in quality with the roots of 

altheea ; with this difference, that 
the mucilage of ie ee is fome- 
what ftronger bodied. Many ridi- 
culous hiftories of the con/olidating 
virtues of this plant are related by 
authors. At prefent it is fo little 
employed in practice in Britain, as 
to have no place in our pharmaco- 
poeias. 


_CONTRAYERVA [Load. Ed.) 
Radix. 

Dorflenia contrayerva Lin. 

Contrayerva ; the root. 

‘This is a knotty root, an inch or 
two in length, about half an inch 
thick, of a reddifh brown colour 
externally, and pale within: long, 
tough, flender fibres fhoot out from 
all fides of it; thefe are generally 
_jloaded with fmall round Keates This 
- oot is of a peculiar kind of aroma- 
ticfmell, anda fomewhat aftringent, 
warm, bitterith tafte, with a light 
and fweetifhkind of acrimony when 
Jone chewed : the fibres have little 
tafte or fmell ; the tuberous par 
therefore aibuld be alone chofen. 
Conrtrayervais ong of the mildeft of 
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thofe fubftances called “alexiphen| 
macs: it is indifputably a good ana! 
ufeful diaphoretic, and may be fafe: 
ly given in much larger dofes that) 
the common praétice is scenery 
ed to exhibit itin. Its virtues are 
extracted both by water and is 
tified {pirit, and do not arife in e:) 
vaporation with either: the fpid: 
rituous tincture and extract tafte: 
ftronger of the root than the aque-. 
ous ones. 








CONVALLARIA [£d.] Rac 
dix. 

Convallaria polygonatum Lin, 

Solomon’s feal ; the roots. 

The reot. of this common planti 
contains a fweetifh mucilage, and 
has been ufed in form of poultice im 
inflammations ; but whether this ort 
any other is better than the com-: 
mon poultice of bread and milk is; 
doubtful. A decoétion of this roott 
in milk has alfo been mentioned im 
certain cafes of hemorrhagy. Thee 
flowers, berries,and leaves, are faidi 
to be poifonous. 








COPAL [ Bran.] Refina. 

Rhus copallinum Lin. | 

Copal. 

hee fuppofed by fome a mine=- 

al fubftance, appears to be a refin 
abtatived from feveral forts of large: 
trees growing in New Spain. This: 
re{in is brought to us in irregularr 
Jumps, fome tranfparent, of a yel-- 
Jowifh or brown colour, otherss| 
femitranfparent and whitifh., Itt 
has never came into ufe as a medi-- 
cine, and is rarely met with in the: 
fhops } but it is introduced intoo 
fome of the foreign pharmacopceias, , 
and may be confidered as an article: 
weli def pee: attention. : 
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ftance of a white colour, the ha- 
bitation and production of polypi, 
growing onrocks, and fometimes on 
the fhells of fifhes. It is celebrat- 
ed as a vermifuge, on what founda- 
tion is very doubiful: to the tafte 
itis entirely infipid, and probably 
aaa only as an abforbent earth. 


CORRALLIUM RUBRUM 
[ond. | 

Lis nobilis Lin: 

Red coral. 
. This is alfo a marine produétion, 
of the fame nature with the forego- 
ing. It cannot reafonably be looked 
epon in any other light than asa 
mere abforbent; as fuch it enters 
the oflicinal crabs-claw powder, and 
is fometimes in practice direéted by 
itfelf ; but it is fo litle employed, 
gud of fo little aétivity, that the 
Edinburgh college have with juftice 
rejected it from their lift. 


CORIANDRUM [Lozd. Ed.] 
Semen. 

_Goriandrum fativum Lin, 
Coriander; the feed. 

Coriander is an umbelliferous 
slant, differing from all the others 













eeds. Thefe, when frefh, have a 
tong difagreeable fmell, whichim- 
roves by drying, and becomes fuf- 
iciently grateful; they are recom- 
nended as carminative and ftoma- 
hic. ‘They were formerly an in- 
redient in the officinal compound 
ime-water and eleétuary of bay- 


ow rejected, 


-CORNU CERVI [Lozd.]. 
The ftag or hart’s horns. 
‘Many extraordinary virtues have 
éen attributed to thefe horns, and 
the. parts of the animal in 
oa ut experience gives no 
' Me ot them; nor do they 
have any other foundation 
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f that clafs in producing /pherical 


erries; but both thefe formule are ~ 


(77 


than the great timidity of the hart, 
the annual renewal of his horns, and 
an opinion of his extraordinary lon- 
gevity. From thefe circumftances 
it was inferred, that allthe parts of 
him muft be proper for intimidat- 
ing the enraged Archeus, renewing 
health and ftrength, and pr olonging 
life. They are to be confidered as 
of the fame nature with bones; and 
their produdts by heat are thofe of 
animal fubftances in general. As 
fuch they were at one timedo much 
employed for yielding the volatile 
alkali, that they even gave a name 
to that article. 

The horns boiled in water, give 
out an emollient nutritious, gelly. 
Burnt to whitenefs, they yield an 
earth, 
white deccction, or as it is now 


more properly ftyled, the Decodfume . 


coruiu cervt. 


COTULA FOETIDA[Srua. | 
Folia. 

Anthemis cotula, 

May weed, or wild chamomile. 

This plant is common among 
corn, and in wafte places. In ap- 
pearance it refembles fome of the 
garden chamomiles, but is cil 
diftinguifhable from them by its 
ftrong fetid fcent. Iris rarely or ne- 
ver ufed in the prefent practice. 


CRETA [Lond.] 

White chalk. 

Thisis an earth foluble in vinegat 
and the lighter acids, fo asto de- 
ftroy every fenfible mark of their 


acidity. This earth isone of the 


moft ufeful of the abforbents, and — 


is to be looked upon fimplyasfuci: — ee 


the aftringent virtues which | 
attribute to it, have no foundation, 
unlefs in fo far as the earth is fati- 
ated with acid, with which it com- 
pofes a faline’ concrete manifeftly 
fubaftringent. It gives Nathe to ait 
officinal inixture, in a powder, and 

M potion, 


employed in the officinal . 


af iy 
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potion, and is an ingredient in the 
cardialgic troches. It is employed 
alfo for extricating the volatile falt 
of fal ammoniac. 


CROCUS [Lond.] Floris flig- 
Ma. 

Crocus fativus Lin. 

Saffron; the chives. 
~ Thefe chives, or flefhy capilla- 
ments, growing at the end of the 
piftil of the flower, are carefully 
picked and preffed together into 
cakes. 

There are three forts of faffron 
met with in the fhops, two of 


which are brought from abroad, 


the other is the produce of our own 
country; this laft is much fu- 
perior to the two former, from 
which it may be diftinguifhed by 
ats blades being broader. When in 
perfection it is of a fiery orange 
red colour, and yields a deep yel- 
Jowifh tindture: it fhould be chofen 
frefh, not above a year old, in clofe 
cakes, neither dry, nor yet very 
—moift, tough and firm in tearing, 
of the fame colour within as with- 
out, and of a ftrong, acrid, diffufive 
f{mell. 

Saffron is a very elegant and ufe- 
ful aromatic; befides the virtues 
which it hasin common with all the 
bodies of that clafs, it has been al- 
leged thatitremarkably exhilarates, 
raifes the fpirits, and is defervedly 
~ accounted one of the higheft cordi- 
als; taken in large dofes, it is faid 
to occafion immoderate mirth, in- 
voluntary laughter, and theill effects 
which follow from the abufe of fpiri- 
tuous liquors. This medicine is faid 


to be particularly ferviceable in hy- 


- Steric depreflions, or obftruction of 
the uterine fecretions, where other 
aromatics, even thofe of the more 
_ generous kind, have little effect. 
Saffron imparts the whole of its vir- 
tue and colour to rectified fpirit, 
proof fpirit, wine, vinegar, and 


\ 
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water: a tincture drawn with vine- 

gar, lofes greatly of its colour in 

keeping; the watery and vinous 

tinctures are apt to grow four, and 

then lofe their colour alfo : that made 

in pure {pirit keepsin perfection for 

many years. Its oficinal prepara- 

tions are, a fpirituous tinéture and 

fyrup. It is an ingredient in the 

cordial confection paregoric elixir, 

and feveral of the aloctic compofi- 

tions : but of late years, the eftima- 

tion in which it was held asa medi- 

cine has beenrather on the decline. 

Some experiments made by Dr 

Alexander ferve to fhow that it is 

much lefs powerful than was once. 
imagined: and it was lately given 

inthe Edinburgh Infirmary by Dr’ 
Henry Cullen, even to the extentof ' 
half an ounce a-day, in feveral hyf- | 
terical cafes, without any fenfible. 
effect whatever. 


CUBEBA [Lozd. Ed.] 

Piper cubeba Lin. 

Cubebs. 

Cubebs are a fruit brought from. 
the Eaft-Indies. This fruit has a: 
great refemblance to pepper. The: 
principal difference diftinguifhable : 
by the eye, is that each cubeb is: 
furnifhed with a long flender ftalk: 
(whence they are called by fome: 
piper caudatum.) In aromatic: 
warmth and pungency, cubebs are: 
far inferior to pepper. ‘They were: 
formerly an ingredient in mithridate: 
and theriaca; buat they do not now’ 
enter any of the fixed formule. of: 
our pharmacopoeias. 


CUCUMIS HORTENSIS Se-- 
W210 116 
Cucumis fativus Lin. 
Garden cucumbers; the feeds. 
Thefe are in the number of thes 
four greater cold feeds; they are lefs: 
apt to grow rancid in keeping than: 


the others of that clafs. | 
CUR 
ee. a 
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CUCUMIS AGRESTIS [L.] 
Frudlus recens. 
Momordica elaterium Lin. 
Wild cucamber ; the fruit. 
‘This plant, found wild in forcign 
countries, is with us cultivated in 
gardens. Its principal botanic dif- 
ference from the former, is the 
fmallnefs of its fruit, which is no 
bigger than a Spanifh olive : when 
ripe, it burfts on a little touch, aud 
fheds its feeds with violence, and 
hence was named by the Greeks e/a- 
terium. This name is applied like- 
wife to the fecule of the juice of the 
fruit, the only preparation of the 
plant made ufe of in medicine. The 
juice, on ftanding, feparates into the 
fecule, which falls to the bottom, 
and a watery fluid which {wims a- 
bove. The clear part may be de- 
canted off, and the reft of the liquid 
drained off by cotton threads hung 
over the fides of the veffel acting 
like fyphons. The fecule may be 
farther dried by the fun, ora flow 
heat; and in thisdry ftate it has the 
name of e/aterium. Elaterium is a 
ftrong cathartic, and very often o- 
perates alfo upwards. Two or three 
grains are aceounted in moft cafes 
a large dofe. Simon Pauli relates 
fome inftances of the good effects of 
this purgative in dropfies; but cau- 
tions practitioners not to have re- 
courfe to it till after milder medi- 
cines have proved ineffectual ; to 
which caution we heartily fubfcribe. 
Medicines indeed in general, which 
act with violence in a fmall dofe, 
require the utmoft fkill to manage 
| si with any tolerable degree of 
Aafety : towhich may beadded, that 
the various manners of making thefe 
kinds of preparations, as practifed 
by different hands, muft needs vary 
their power. But of late, the elate- 
\rium has been not unfrequently em- 
ployed in obftinate cafes of dropfy 
with fuccefs ; and when exhibited in 
| dofes of only half a grain, repeated 
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at fhort intervals till its operation 
commences, it is in general fuffici- 
ently moderate in its effects. 


CUCURBITA [Swec.] Semen. 
Cucurbita lagenaria Lin. 
- The gourd; the feeds. 

Thefe are in the number of the 
four greater cold feeds. They unite 
with water by trituration inte an 
emulfion, and yield to the prefs 
a foft infipid oil, and poffefs the 
general virtues of unctuous fub- 
ftances. : 


CUMINUM [Lond. Ed.) Se- 
07. 

Guminum cyminum Lin. 

Cammin ; the feed. 

The cummin is an umbelliferoug 
plant, in appearance refembling fen- 
nel, but much fmaller. The feeds 
ufed in Britain.are brought chiefly 
from Sicily and Malta. Cummin 
feeds have abitrerifh warm tafte, ac- 
companied with an aromatic flavour, 
not of the moft agreeable kind. An 
effential oil is obtained from them 
by diftillation, in which their aiivi- 
ty is concentrated; and they are 
not unfrequently ufed externally, 
giving name both to a platter and 
cataplafm. 


CUPRUM [Lond.] 

Cuprum nativum Lin. 

Copper. 

Copper is one of the metals often. 
ufed for different purpofes in arts ; 
found both in Britain, and in moft 
other countries of Europe. It has 
never been ufed as a medicine in its 
proper metallic form ; but it is 
readily acted upon by all faline fub- 
ftances, both by acids, alkalies, and 


neutrals; andit is even corroded __ 


by moifture. 


Moft of thefe preparations of Fe 


copper are violently emetic, and 
therefore very rarely exhibited in- 
ternally. Some have ventured upon 

ee : 


as 
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_ difagreeable’ qualities. 
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a folution of a grain or two of the 
metal in vegetable acids, and ob- 
ferve, that it acts almoft as foon as 
received into the {tomach, fo as to 
be of great ufe for occafioning: poi- 
fonous fubftances that have been 
fwallowedtobe immediately thrown 
up again. Boérhaave recommends 
a fatarated folution of this metal in 
volatile alkaline fpirits, as a medi- 
cine of great fervice in diforders 
proceeding from an acid, weak, 
cold, phlegmatic caufe: if three 
drops of this tincture be raken every 
morning with a glafs of mead, and 
the dofe doubled, “every day to twen- 
ty-four drops, it proves, he fays, 
aperient, attenuating, warming, and 
diuretic: he affares us, that by this 
means he cured a confirmed afcites, 
and that the urine run out as from 
an open pipe ; ,but at the fame time 
he acknowledges, that upon trying 
the fame medicine on others, it fail- 
ed him. He likewife recommends 
other preparations of copper, as of 
wonderful eflicacy in certain kinds 
of ill habits, weaknefs of the fto- 
mach, &c. but we cannot think the 
internal ufe of this metal advifable 
in ordinary cafes, which can be 
combated by other means. Phy fici- 
ans in general feemtp be sgeeC that 
it has really a virulent quality; and 
tp0 many examples are met with of 
fatal confequences. enfuing upon 
eating food which has been. dreft 
in copper veffels not well cleaned 
from the ruft which they had con- 

tracted by lying in the air. 

Great care ought to be taken that 
acid liquors, or even water, defioned 
for internal ufe, be not fuffered to 
ftand long in veflels made of cop- 
per ; otherwife they will diffolve fo 
“much of the metal as will give them 
Hence in 
the diftiiation of fimple waters with 
copper ftills, the laft runnings, which 
are manifefily acid, have frequent- 
ly proved emetic. It j isremarkable, 
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that whilft weak acid liquors are 
kept boiling in copper veflels, they 
do not feem to diffolve any of the 
metal ; but if fuffered to remain in 
them for the fame length of time 
without boiling, they become not- 
ably impregnated with the copper, 
Hence the confectioners, by fkilful 
management, prepare the moft acid 
fyrups in copper veffels, without gi- 
ving them any ill tafte from the 
metal. Bur although copper be thus 
dangerous, fome preparations of it 
are in certain cafes ufed with great 
advantage both externally and’ in- 
ternally. 

The chief preparations of copper 
are, the blue vitriol, verdegris, and 
cubrum ammoniacum ; but the Lon- 
don college have given a place only 
to the two former. The blue vitriol 
is recommended by fome as an ufeful 
emetic, particularly in cafes of in- 
cipient phthifis with a view of re- 
folving tubercles. It is fometimes 
employed as an aftringent and efcha- 
rotic ; and verdegris is ufed inform 
of ointment in certain ulcerations, 
in cafes of tinea capitisand the like. 
Of the cuprum ammoniacum , which 
although it has no place in the 
pharmacopoeia of the London col- 
lege, we confider to be a very active 
and powerful medicine, we hhall 
afterwards treat, under the head of 
Preparations, in the third part of 
this work : here we may only ob- 
ferve, that it has produced a perfe& 
cure in fome inftances of epilepfly. 


CURCUMA  [Lond. Ed.) eh 
dix. 

~Curcuma longa Lin. 

Turmeric; the root. 

Turmeric is a root brought rode 
the Eaft-Indies, where it is ufed not : 
only in medicine, but for colouring — 
and feafoning food, as rice. It 18, 
internally of a deep lively yellow 
or faffron colour, which it readily © 
imparts to watery liquors, It has i 


an i 
= ‘ 





oly NOOR RG ae 
an fei weak {mell, anda 

-bitterifh fomewhat warm nate. ‘Tur- 
meric is. efteemed éperient and em- 
menagogue, andof fingular efficacy 
in the jaundice. It tinges the urine 
4 a faffron colour. 


' CURSUTA [Ed.] Radix. 

~ Gentiana purpurea Lin. 

- Curfuta: the root. 

The foreign root fold under this 
name was introduced into the lait 
edition of the Edinburgh pharma- 
copoeia, but perhaps without {ufi- 
cient ground; and accordingly it 
has not found a place in the hf of 
any other college. It is now be- 
lieved, that what has had the name 
of curfuta, is the root of the purple 
gentian; buat what is ufually fold 
under that title in our fhops cannot, 
either by its appearance, tafte, or 
other fenfible qualities, be diftin- 
guifhed from the common gentian, 
the root of the gentiana lutea, after- 

wards to be mentioned. And as far 

as the medical properties of the cur- 
futa have been afcertained, they are 
precifely the fame with thofe of 

| gentian. 

This foreign root has a very bit- 

| ter tafte, and is ued by fome in 

_ dy fpepfia. 

CYANUS [Brun.] Flores. 

Centaureacyanus Lin. 

-Bluebottle; the flowers. 

This is a common weed among 
corn. The flowers are of an ele- 
gant blue colour, which if carefully 
and haftily dried, they retain for a 
| confiderable time, As to their vir- 
|tues, the prefent practice expects 
not any from them; notwithftand- 
\ing they have been formerly cele- 
| brated again{tthe bites of poifonous 
animals, contagious difeafes, palpi- 
| tations of the heart, and many other 
iaiieata 
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Pyrus cydonia Lin, 

The quince; its fruit and feeds, 

Ouinces have a very aultere acid 
tafte ; taken in {mall quantity, they 
are fuppofed to refrain vomiting 
and alvine fluxes; and more. libe- 
rally to loofen the belly. The feeds 
abound with a mucilaginous fub- 
flance of no particular talte, which 
they readily impart to wally hie 


quots: an ounce will render three 


pints of water thick and ropy. like 
the white of an ep. A hae 
of the feeds is kept in the thops. 
fyrup of the fruit had Pa ge a 
place, but it isnow rejected. 


CYNOGLOSSUS [Brun] Ra- 
dix. 
Cynogloffus officinalis Lin, 
Houndttongue ; the root; 
The leaves-of this plant are in 
fhaps thought to refemble a tongue, 
whence its name; they are clothed 


with a whitifh down: it grows wild 


in fhady lanes. The roots havea 
rank difagreeable fmell, and rough 


bitcerifh tafte, covered one a g] ita 


tinous Riecinets: Fhe virtues of 
this root are very doubtful: it is 


generally fuppofed to be narcotic, 


and by fome to be virulently fo; 
others declare, that it has no virtue 
of this kiad, and look upon it as a 
mere glutinous aftringent. The pre- 
fent prattice takes no notice of it 
with any intention. 


CYNOSBATUS riche Hane: . 


tUS« 
Rofa canina Lin. £ 
‘Dog-rofe ; sine ir uit called hips. 


This bufh grows wild in. hedges — 
throughout England. The flowers - 


havea pleafant finell’; but fo weak, 
that Parkinfon and others have na- 


medthe plant Rofa filocfiris inodo- 


rasawater diftilled from them {mells 
agreeably. The fruit or hips con- 
tain a foarith fweetith pulp ; with a 
rough prickly matter inclofing the 
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feeds, from which the pulp ought to 
be carefully feparated before it be 
taken internally : the Wirtemberg 
college obferves, thatfrom aneglect 
of this caution, the pulp of hips 
fometimes occafions a pruritus and 
uneafinefs about the anus; and the 
conferve:-of it has been known to 
excite violent vomiting. The con- 
ferveis the only officinal preparation 
of this fruit. And as it is not fup- 
pofed to poffefs any particular medi- 
cal virtue, but is merely ufed to 
give form to other articles, the Ed- 
inburgh college have perhaps, with- 
out any material difadvantage, en- 
tirely omitted it. : 


_ CYPERUS [Bruzn.]| Radix. 

Cyperus longus Lin. 

Cyperus; the root. 
_ This is a plant of the graminifo- 
lious kind; it is fometimes found 
wildin marfhy places in England; 
roots have been generally 
brought to usfrom Italy. This root 
is long, flender, crooked, and full 
of knots; outwardly of adark brown, 
or blackifh colour, inwardly white- 
ifh; of an aromatic fmell, and an a- 
greeable warm tafte: both the tafte 
aud the finell are improved by mo- 
derate exficcation. Cyperus is ac- 
counted a good ftomachic and car- 
minative, but at prefent very little 
regarded, : | 


DACTYLUS [ Brun.] Fructus. 

Phenix dadylifera Lin. 

The date; the fruir, ; 

Dates are imported into Britain 
in the ftate of a half dried fruit, 
abouc the fhape of anacorn, but ge- 
nerally larger, confifting of a fweet 
_ pulpy part and a hard ftone: the 
beft are brought from Tunis, They 
were formerly ufed in peéoral de- 
eoctions ; and fuppofed, befides their 
emollient and incraflating virtue, 
to have a flight aftringency. 
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DAUCISCRETICUS [Brun] 


semen. 


Athamanta Cretenfis Ling 

Candy carrot ; the feeds. 

This is an umbelliferous plant, 
growing wildinthe Levant and the 
warmer parts of Europe. The feeds, 
which are brought from Crete, have 
a warm biting tafte,and not a difa- 
agreeable aromatic fmell. They are 
carminative, and faid to be diuretic, 
but at prefent little ufed. 


DAUCUS SYLVESTRIS 
[Lond. Ed. | 

Daucus carota Lin. 

Wild carrot; the feed. 

This is common in pafture 
groundsand fallow fields throughout: 
England. The feecs poffefs the vir- 
tues of thofe of the daucus creticus, 
in an inferior degree; and have of- 
ten fupplied their place in the fhops, 
and beenthemfelves fupplied by the 
feeds of the garden carriot: thefe 
laft are in warmth and flavour 
the weakeft of the three: the feeds 
of the candy carrot are much the 
ftrongeft. 


DENS LEONIS, vide Tarax~ 
ACUM. 


DICTAMNUS ALBUS [£d.] 
Radix. : 

Didtamnus albus Line 

White or baftard dittany; the 
root. 

This plant grows wild in the 
mountainous partsof France, Italy, 
and Germany. From thence the 
cortical part of the root, in a dry 
ftate, rolled up in little quills, is 
fometimes brought tous, It is of a: 


white colour, of a weak not very a- 


greeable fmell, and of a durable 
bitter lightly pungent tafte. It hag 
beenrecommended as an alexiphar- — 
mac, a tonic, and an anthelmintic; — 
but it is very feldom ufed, and has — 
3 no” 


ee 
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no place in the London pharmaco- 
poia. 


_ DICTAMNUS CRETICUS 

— ~[Suec.] Folta. 

9 Origanum dittamnus Lin. 
Dittany of Crete; the leaves. 

: This isakind of origanum faid 

to grow plentifully in the ifland of 

Candy, in Dalmatia, and in the 

: 

: 

| 


Morea: it has been found hardy e- 
nough to bear the ordinary winters 
of our own climate. The leaves, 
which are the only part in ufe with 
us come from Italy. The beft fort 
are well covered over with a thick 
white down, and now and then in- 
-termixed with purplith flowers. In 
{mell and tafte they iomewhat re- 
-femblelemon thyme; but have more 
_of an aromatic flavour, as well asa 
greater degree of pungency ; when 
- frefh, they yield a contiderable quan- 
tity of an excellent effential oil. 
But they have now no place either 
in the London or Edinburgh sae 
macopoeias. 


DIGITALIS (Loud. Ed.| Her- 

ba. 3 
Digitalis purpurea Lin, 
- Fox glove; the plant. 
This grows wild in woods, and on 
uncultivated heaths: the elegant ap- 
- pearance of its purple flowers (which 
_ hang 1n fpikes along one fide of the 
ftalk) has gained it a place in fome 
of our gardens. The leaves have 
been ftrongly recommended, exter- 

nally againft fcrophulous tumours ; 
and likewife internally, in epileptic 
diforders: what fervice they may be 
capable of doing in thefe cafes is 
not afcertained by accurate experi- 
ment. Several examples are men- 
: tioned by medical writers of their 
occafioning violent vomiting, hy- 


percatharfis, and difordering the 
whole conftitution; infomuch that 
Boerhaave accounts them poifon- 
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ous. Their tafte is s bitter and very 
naufeous, 

Digitalis, however, has lately been 
employed with great fuccefs in other 
difeafes. A treatife has lately been 
publifhed by Dr Withering, profef- 
fedly on the fabject of its ufe in me- 
dicine; and containing many im- 
portant and ufeful obfervations. 

An infufion of two drams of the 
leaf in a pintof water, given in half- 
ounce dofes every two hours or fo, 
ull it begin to puke or purge, is re- 
commended in dropfy, particularly 
that of the breaft. It is faid to have 
produced an evacuation of water fo 
copious and fudden, in afcites, by 
ftooland urine, that the compreflion 
of bandages was found neceflary. 
The plentiful ufe of diluents is or- 
dered during its operation. The re- 
medy, however, is inadmiffible in 
very weakly patients. But befides 
being given in infufion, it has alfo 
been employed in fubftance. And 
wien taken at bed-time to the ex- 
tentof one, two, or three, grains of 
the dried powder, it often in a fhort 
time operates asa very powerful diu- 


-‘retic, without producing any other 


evacuation. Even this quantity, 
however, will fometimes excite very 
fevere vomiting, and that too oc- 
curring unexpectedly. During its 
operation it has often very remark- 
able influence in rendering the pulfe 
flower; and it frequently excites 
very confiderable vertigo, and an 
affection of vifion. 

Befides dropfy, the digitalis has 
of late been alfo employed in fome 
inftances of hamoptyfis, of phthi- 
fis, and of mania, with apparent 
good effects. But its ufe in thefe 
difeafes is much lefs common than 
in dropfy. 


DOLICAOS [Ed] Pubes legu- 
minis rigida. 
Dolichos pruriens Lin, 


M4 “Cow- 


were Bibbs sig a a A AE 2 let Od ia a Sb eas 


fap. 


Cowhage ; the rigid down of the 
pod. | 
‘The dolichos is a plant growing 
in great abundance in warm cli- 
mates, particularly in the Weft-In- 
dia iflands; and there it is very 
troublefome to cattle and other do- 
meftic animals. For on/account of 
the f{piculze of the feed-bag, it ex- 
cites, when touched, a very uneafy 
itching. ‘Thefe fpiculze have been 
long ufed in South America, in cafes 
of worms; and have of late been 
frequently employed in Britain. The 
fpiculee of one pod mixed with fyrup 
or molafles, and taken in the’ morn- 
ing fafting, isa dofe for an adult. 
The worms are faid to appear with 
thefecond or third dofe; and by 
means of a purge in fome cafes the 
fiools are faid to have confifted al- 
moft entirely of worms; and in ca- 
fes of lumbrici, it is faid to produce 
a fafeand effectual cure. Thofe who 
have ufed it moft, particularly Dr 
Bancroft and Dr Cochrane, afiirm 

that they have never feen any incone 
venience refulting from the internal 
ufe of it, notwithftanding the great 
uneafinefs it occafions on the flight- 
eft touch to any part of the furface. 


DORONICUM GERMANI- 
CUM, vide ARNICA. 


DULCAMARA [£d.] St- 

ites. 

Solanum dalcamara Lin. 

Bitter-{weet, or woody night- 
fhade ; the ftalks. 

This plant grows wild in moitt 
ne and climbs on thes buthes 
with woody brittle ftalks. Thetafte 
of the twigs and roots, as the name 
of the plant expreffes, is both bitter 
and fweet; the bitternefs being firft 
perceived, and the fweetnefs after- 
wards. The dulcamara was for- 
merly much efteemed as a powerful 
medicine. Ji isin. general faid to 
accafon fome confiderable evacua- 


‘ity 
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tion by fweat, urine, or’ f{tcol, pee 


ticularly the latter. It has been re- 


commended asa difcutient and re-_ 


folvent medicine; and it has been 
faid to be attended with good ef- 
feéts in cutaneous obftinate difeafes 
of the herpetic kind, 
been ufed, and fometimes with ad- 
vantage, in cafes of rheumatifm, 
jaundice, and obitruéted menftrua- 
tion. It has principally been em- 
ployed under the form of watery 
infufion, fometimes under that of 
extract. 


EBULUS [Suec.] Beal folia 
bacce. 

Sambucus ebulus Lin, 

Dwarf-elder;, the root, leaves, 
and berries.” 

This plant grows wild in fome 
counties of England; but. about 
London is rarely met with, unlefs 
in g 
little difference between it and the 
elder tree except inthe fize ; the el- 
der being a pretty large tree, andthe 
dwarf elder only an herb three or 
four feet high. The leaves, roots, 


and bark of ebu/us have a naufeous, | 


fharp, bitter tafte, and a kind of a- 
crid ungrateful fmell; they are all 
flroag cathartics, and as {uch are 
recommended in dropfies, and other 
cafes where medicines ph, that kind 
are indicated. “Che bark of the root 
is faid to be ftrongeft ; the leavesthe 
weakeft. But they are all too draft- 
ic medicines for general ufe: they 
fometimes evacuate violently up- 
wards, almoft always naufeate the 
ftomach, and occafion great uneafi- 


nefsof the bowels. By boiling, they 
become like the other drafiics mil-. 


der, and more fafe in eperation. 


Fernelius relates, that by long coc- 

tion they entirely lofe their purga-_ 
‘The berries of this 
plant are likewife purgative, butlefs 
virulent than the other parts... A 
rob prepared from them may be gi- 


Ve) 


gardens: the eye diftinguifhes 


It has alfo- 
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ven to the _ quantity of an ounce as 
a cathartic; and in {maller ones as 
an aperient and deobftruentin chro- 
nic diforders : : with this laft inten- 
tion, it is faid by Haller to be fre- 
guently ufed in Swifferland, in the 
dofe of a dram. 


“ELATERIUM, vide Cucumis 
AGRESTIS. 


ELEMI [Load.).Refixa. 

Amyris elemifera Lin, 

Gum elemi. | 

This is a refin brought from the 
Spanith Weft-Indics, and fometimes 
from the Eaft-Indies, in long ronnd- 
ihcakes, generally wrapped up in 
flag leaves. The beft fort is fofuth, 
fomewhat tranfparent, of a pale 
whitifh yellow colour, inclining a 
little to green, of a ftrong not un- 

aleafant fmell. It almoft totally 

diflolves i in pure fpirit, and fends o- 
ver fome part of its fragrance along 
with this menftruum in diftillation : 
diftilied with water, it yields a con- 
fiderable quantity of pale colonred, 
thin, fragrant effential oil. This ten 
gives name toone of the officinal 
unguents, and is at prefent fcarce 
any otherwife made ufe of ; though 
it is certainly preferable for internal 
purpofes to fome others which are 
held in greater efleem. 


“REBULHERIA, vide Casca- 
RILLA. 


ENDIVIA [Bruz.] Semen. 

Cichoreum endivia Lin. 

Endive; .the feed. 

Endive is raifed in gardens for 
culinary ufe. Irisa gentle cooler and 
aperient, nearly of the fame qua- 
lity with the cichorium. The feeds 
are ranked among the four jefler 


és cold feeds. 
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Radix. 

Inula Helenium Lin, 

Elecampane ; the root. 

This is a very large downy plant, 
fometimes found wild in moiit rich 
foils. The root, efpecially when dry, 
has anagreeable aromatic {mell : its 
tafte, on irft chewing, is glutinous, 
and as it were fomewh:z 
a little time it difcovers ai aromatic 
bitternefs, which by degrees be- 
comes confiderably acrid and. pun- 
gent. Elecampane root pofieffes the 


general virtuesof alexipharmacs: it 


is principally recommended for pro- 
moting, expedtoration in humoral 
afthmas and coughs: Jiberally ta- 
Ken, it is faid to excite urine, and 
loofen the belly. In jome parts of 
Germany, large quantities of this 
root are candied, and ufed asa flo- 
machic, for firengthening the tone 
of the vifcerain general, and for ats 
ERATE tenacious juices, Spiri- 
tuous liquors extract its virtues in 


greater perfection than watery ones 


the former fearce elevate any thing 
in diftillation ; with the latter an ef- 
fential oil arifes, which concretes 


into white flakes : this poffeffes at 


firft the flavour cf the elccampane, 
but is very apt to lofe itin keeping. 
An extract made with water poffef- 
fes the bitternefs and pungency of 


the root, but in a lefs degree than 


one made with fpirit. 


ERUCA [Bruz.] Semen. 

| Braffica eruca Lin. 

Rocker; the feeds, 

This was formerly much cultivas 
ted in gardens for medicinal ule, and 
for falads; but is at prefent lefs 
common. In appearance, it re- 
fembles muftard; but is eafily dif- 
tinguifhable by the {moothnefs of 


its Teaves, and its difagreeable {mell. 


The feeds have.a pungent tafte, of 


the muftard kind, bur weaker: they 
have 


at rancid: in: 


nec! 
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have long been celebrated as a- 
phrodifiacs; and may, probably, 
have in fome cafes a title to this 
virtue, in common with other acrid 
plants. 


ERYNGUM [Lond.] Radix. 
Eryngum maritimum Lin. 
Eryngo; the root. 

This plant grows plentifully on 
fome of our fandy and gravelly 
fhores: the roots are flender, and 
very long; of a pleafant fweetifh 
tafte, which, on chewing them for 
fome time is followed by a light 
degree of aromatic warmth and acri- 
mony. They are accounted ape- 
rient and diuretic, and have alfo 
beencelebrated as aphrodifiac; their 
virtues, however are too weak to 
admit them under the head of me- 
dicines. 


ERYSIMUM [of] Herba re- 


CNS. 

Ery fevitum oficinale Lin, 

Hedge-muftard ; the recent plant. 

This is alow hairy plant, common 
in wafte places and by way-fides. 
The feeds are faid to promote ex- 
pectoration, excite urine and theo- 
ther fluid fecretions, and to attenu- 
ate and diffolve vifcid juices, &c. 
This they are fuppofed to perform 
by an acrimonious ftimulating quali- 
ty; but the tafte difcovers in them 
only an herbaceous foftnefs void of 
acrimony: the feeds indeed are 
confiderably pungent, and the roots 
in fome fmall degree. 


; EUPATORIUM [ Brux.} Her- 
a. 

Eupatoriun cannabinum Lin, 

Henip agrimony; the plant. 

This plant is found wild by the 
fides of riversand ditches. Ithasan 
and a very bitter tafte, 
with a-confiderable fhare of pun- 
gency. The leaves are much recom- 
mended for ftrengthening the tone’ 
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of the ee and as ali aperient 4 
and faid to have excellent effects ini 
the dropfy, jaundice, cachexies, andi 
f{corbutic diforders. Boerhaave in-- 
forms us, that this is the common 
medicine of the turf-diggers in Hol-- 
land, againft fcurvies, foul ulcers,, 
and fwellings i in the feet, to whichi 
they are fnbje&. The root of thiss 
plant is faid to operate asa trong 
cathartic: bat it is hardly ufed ini 
Britain, and has no roe e in our: 
pharmacopoeias. 


EUPHORBIUM [Svzec.] Gum-. 
mi re find. 

Euphorbia oficinarum Lin. 

Euphorbium. 

This gummi-refinous fubftance is; 
a fpontaneous exudation from alarge: 
oriental tree. It is brought to us: 
immediately from Barbary, in drops: 
of anirregular form ; fome of which, , 
upon being broken, are found to) 
contain little thorns, fmall twigs, 
flowers, and other vegetable mat- 
ters; others are hollow, without 
any thing in their cavity: the tears 
in general are ef a pale yellow co- 
lour externally, fomewhat white 
withinfide: they eafily break be- 
tween the fingers. Lightly applied to 
the tongue, they affect it with a very 
fharp biting tafte; and upon being 
held for fome time in the mouth, 
prove vehemently acrimonious, in- 
flaming and exulcerating the fau- 
ces, &c. Euphorbium is extremely 
troublefome to pulverife; the finer 
part of the powder, which flies off, 
affecting the head ina violent man- 
ner. The acrimony of this fub- 
{tance is fo great as to render it ab- 
folutely unfit for any internal ufe: 
feveral correctors have been contriv- 
ed to abate its virulence; but the beft 
of them are not to be trufted to; | 
and as therefeems to be no real oc= 
cafion for it, unlefs for fome external. 
“purpoles, we think, with Hoffman 
and others, that it “ought to be ex- 

punged 
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punged from the catalogue of in- 
ternal medicines. And accordingly 
it hasnow no place in the London 
or Edinburgh pharmacopeeias. But 
Gris fill retained in mott of the fo- 
reign ofies, and is fometimes ufed 
a a fternutatory. 


. -EUPHRASIA [Brun.] Folia. 
 Luphrafia oficinarum Lin, 

_Eye-bright; the leaves. 

“Thisis a very low plant, growing 
wild in moifi fields. It was tormer- 
ly celebrated as an ophthalmie,both 
taken internally and applied exter- 
nally. Hildanus fays, he has known 





their fight, recover it again by the 
afe of this herb: later practi tioners, 
hhowever,have not been fo happy as 
to obferve any fuch good etfeés 
from it. At prefent itistotally, and 
not unjoftly, difregarded. 


- FABA [Ro/s.] Semen. 

| Vicia faba Lin. 

| Beans ; the feed. i 

_ Beans are of greater ufe for culi- 
nary than medical purpofes; they 
are a trong flatulent food ,fufiicient- 
Ay nutritious, but not eafy of dige- 
ftion, efpecially when growing old. 
A water diftilled from the flowers 
has been celebrated as a cofmetic, 
and ftill retains itscharacter among 
fome female artifts. 


FERRUM e¢ CHALYBS 
'[Lond.] 
Tron and fteel. Tron, cemented 
with animal or vegetable coal, 
forms fteel. 
Steel is accounted lefs proper for 
medicinal nfe than the fofter tron, 
as being more difficultly acted upon 
by the animal-juices, and the com- 
mon menttrua: iron diffolves readily 
Yn all acids, and rufts freely in the 
air, efpecially if occafionally moift- 


ened with water; fteel requires a 
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them, are, to conftringe the fibres, 
to quicken the circulation, to pro- 
mote the deficient fecretions in the 
remoter parts, and at the fame time 
reprefs inorainate difcharges into 
the inteftinal tube. After the afe of 
them, if they take effect, the pulfe, 
is ver y fenfibly raifed ; the colour 
of the face e, though ‘before pale, 
changes to a florid red; the alvine, 


urinary,and caticular excretions,are | 


nereafed. Nidorous ervétations,and 
the feeces voided of a black colour,. 
are marks of their taking due effect. 

An aperient virtue is ufvally at- 
tribued to fome of the preparations 
of iron, and an aftringent to others; 
but in reality, they all produce the 
eilecis both of aperients and aftrin- 
gents, and feem to differ only in de- 
gree. 
name of aftringent fometimes occa- 
fion a very copious difcharge of u- 
rine, or a diarrhoea; whilft thofe 
called aperient frequently we thefe 
evacuations. 


While either a preternatural dif- 


charge, or fuppreflion of natural fe- 
cretions,* proceed from a languor 
and fluggifhnefs of the fluids, ‘and 
weaknefs of the folids; this metal, 
by increafing the motion of the fot 
mer, and the ftrength of the latter, 
will “fapprefs the flux,or remove the 
fuppretfion : but where the circula- 
tion is already too quick, the folids 
too tenfe and rigid, where there is 
any ftricture or fpafmodic contrac- 
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longer time for its folution,and does 
not raft fo eafily. 

The general virtues of thefe me- 
tals, and the feveral preparations of 


-Thofe diftinguifhed by the 


tion of the veffels ; iron, and all the | 


preparations of it, will aggravate e- 
qually both diftempers. 

Though the different prepara- 
tions of iron aét all in’ the fame 
manner, yet they are not equally 
proper in all conftitutions. Where 
acidities abound i inthe firft paflages, 

“the 
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ihe crude filings, reduced intoa fine 
powder prove more ferviceable than 
the moft elaborate preparation of 
them. On the other hand, where 
there is no acid inthe prime, vie, 
the metal requires to be previoutly 
opened by faline menftrua: hencea 
{olution of iron in acid liquors has 


‘im-many cafes excellent eff ects, 


where, as Boerhaave obferves, the 
more dadegefable prepara ationss. as 
the calces made by iire,have fcarce 
any effectat all. Ifalkalefcent juices 
be lodgedin the fiomach,this metal, 
though given in a liquid form, 
proves at leaft ufelefs; for here th 
acid folvent is abforbed by the aika- 
line matters which it meets within 
the body, fo as to leave the iron re- 
duced to.an inattive calx. 

Chalybeate medicines are likewHe 
fappofed to differ, independenuly of 
differences in the conititution, ac. 
cording to the nature of the acid u- 
nited with the metal: vegetable a- 
cidsfuperadd a detergency and ape- 
rient virtue; combined with the vi- 
triolic, it acts in the firft paflages 
powerfully as an aperient; whilil 
the nitrous renders it extremely 
ftyptic, and the marine Rill more fo. 
The different. preparations of iron 
will be afterwards more particularly 
mentioned... 

Iron is the only, metal which 
feems naturally friendly to the ani- 
mal body. 

Jischief preparations are the pre- 
pared filings and raft, the tinCure, 
the falr, and the marual Lowers, or 
ferrum ammoniacale ; and thefe are 
ufed principally in cafes of weaknefs 
and relaxation, whether attended 
with morbid difcharges or morbid 
fuppreflions. 


FILIPENDULA [Bruz.] Ra- 
dix. 
| Spirea filipendula Lin, 
_ Dropwort ; the root, 


This’ plant gross 


f 


wild in et, 
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and chalky grounds: the root com 
fifls of a number of tubercles, faftl 
ened together by flender ftrings ; it! 
tafte is rough and bitterifh, with | 
flight degree of pungency. Thef{ 
qualities point ent its ufe ina flaccid 
{tate of the veflels,and a fluggifhnef! 
of the juices : : the natural evacuai 
tions arein fome meafure reftrainee! 
or promoted by it, where the excef| 
ar deficiency. ‘proceed from thi 

caufe. Hence fome have recomi 
mended itasan aftringent in dyfens 
teries, i inimoderate uterine fluorss 
&c. others as a diuretic ; and others. 
aS am aperient and deobftruent j it 


{crophvlous habits. At prefent it 


wholly difregarded, 


FILIX [Lend. Ed.| Radix. . 
Polypodium flix mas. ) 
Common male fern ; the root. . 
Several {pecies of the fern root 
had formerly a place in the materia: 
medica; and. the , prefent. article: 
feems to have been employed. at: 
leaft as early as the days of Diofco-. 
rides, for the purpofe for which it 


is now ufed in medicine. But it is: 
{aid to have beenentirely neglected, 


till fome years ago aremedy em- 
ployed by Madame Noufer of Swit- 
zerland for the cure of the teenia, 
claimed rhe artention of the praéti- 
tioners of Fraace. Her fecret,after 
being tried at Paris under the di- 
rection of fome of the moft eminent 
phyficians, was purchafed. by.the 
French King, and publifhed by his 
order. Since that, the filix mas 
has been introduced into the phar- 
macopoeias both of the London and 
Edinburgh colleges, ; 

The filix mas isa vegetable grow- 
ing in great abundance in almoft e- 
very part of Britain where the 
ground is notcultivated. The great- 
eft partof the root lies horizontally, 
and has a a sei ai of appen 
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jof {mali fibres ftrike downwards. 
|The large ‘root, together with its 
jappendages, are to be referved for 
lufe. Thetwo ends, however, are 
to be cut off, the one being too old 
and fpongy, the other teo new and 
green. PS 

|° This root, under the form of 
jpowder, is found to prove avery ef- 
feGual cure for the teenia lata or 
tape-worm. It fometimes alfo, al- 
jchough not with equal certainty, 
\facceeds in the removal of the tenia 
cucurbitina or gourd worm. - 

Two or three drams of the pow- 
der are taken in the morning, no 
fapper having beentaken the night 
\before. It generally fickens a little. 
\A brifk cathartic with calomel is 
\given a few hoars after, which 
\fometimes brings off the taenia en- 
tire ; if not the fame courfe muft 
ibe followed at due intervals. 
|. For the fuccefs of this remedy, it 
is proper that the root fhould be re- 
cently gathered; for after being 
long kept in the fhops, its activity 
is much diminifhed.. And we are 
Jof opinion, that it fhould be uted 
recently dug, being brought toa 
ftate fit for reduction to powder by 

drying it by the aid of fire. 


















| FLAMULA JOVIS [£d.] Fo- 
lia, flores. 

Clematis rea Lin, 

Upright virgin’s bowers; the 
leaves and flower. 

| This article is introduced into 
but few of the modern pharmaco- 
)pocias, and has never been much 
employed in Britain. As well as 
r 







emany other attive articles, fuppofed 
)to be of a poifonous nature, it was 
fome time ago recommended to the 
fattention of practitioners by Dr 
Stoerk of Vienna. 

_ Its leaves and flowers are fo acrid 
PS to blifter. Dr Stoerk recommends 
it in venereal, cancerous, and other 
icutaneous affections, in thofe head- 
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achs, pains of the bones, and wa- 
ftings of. the habit, the confequen- 
ces of Jues venerea. Externally the 
acrid powder is {prinkled on the 
nlcers, and the forms for internal 
cafe are thofe of infufion and extract. 


FCENICULUM DULCE [Loz 
Ed.| Semen. 3 

Anethum feniculum Lin. 

Sweet fennel ; the feeds. 


FQ@:UICULUM VULGARE: 

fEd.| Radix, 
_Anethum feniculum varieta B. 

MeCommon fennel ; the roots. 
@® The {weet fennel is{malier imall 
its parts than the common, except 
the feeds, which are coniiderably 
larger, The feeds of the two forts’ 
difter likewife in fhape and colour : 
thofe of the common are roundifh, 
oblong, flattith on one fide, and 
protiberant on the other, of a dark 
almoft blackifh colour; thofe of the 
{weet are longer, narrower, not fo 
flat, generally crooked, and of a 
whitifh or pale yellowifh colour. 
Both fortsare cultivated im our gar- 


“dens : the common is a perennial 


plant : the fweet fennel) perithes af- 
ter it has given feed; nor do its 
feeds come to fuch perfection in 
this climate as thofe which we re- 
ceive from Germany. 

The feeds of both the fennels 
have an aromatic fmell, anda mode- 
rately warm, pungent tafte: thofe 
of the feniculum dulce are in fla- 
vour moft agreeable, and have alfoa 
confiderable degree of fweetnels 5 
hence our colleges have directed the 
ife of thefe only. They are ranked 
among the foor greater hot feeds, 
and not andefervedly looked upon 
as good ftomachics and carmina- 


tives. A fimple water is prepared 


from them in the fhops; they are _ 
ingredients alfo in the compound 
{pirit of Juniper, and fome other 
officinal compofitions. . 

1 The 
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. The rootis far lefs warm, buthas {trong as good vinegar. Neumann 
more of a fweetifh tafte, thanthe obferves, thaton diftilling them ei-+| 
feeds: itisone of the five roots call- ther with water or pure fpirit, aa 
edopeners; and has fometimesbeen clear limpid oil arifes, which hass 
direGed in aperient apozems. Boer- {carce any tafte, or at leaftis not hott 
haave fays, that this root agrees in. or pungent like the effential oils off 
ta(te, fmell, and medical qualities, vegetables. j 
with the bel cbrated ginfeng of the In fome of the foreign pene 
Chinefe ; from which, however, it poeias, they are the bafis of an ofeum 
appears to be very confiderably dif- formicarum, a fpiritus formicarum, ; 
ferent. and a Spirits formicarum acidus 3+ 

The leaves of fennel are weaker from which it may be prefamed, , 
than either the roots or fees, and that they are pretty frequently em-+ 
have very rarely beenemployed for ployed. 
any medicinal ufe. 





FRAGARIA [Suec.] Fradus: 


F@NUM GRACUM [Lo 
Ed.| Semen. 

Trigonella fenum grecum Lin. 

Fenugreek ; the feed. 

This plantis cultivated chiefly in 


recens, folia. 
Fragaria vefca Lin. 


“4, Strawberry buth ; its leaves and 


fruit. 
The leaves are fomewhat ftyptic 


the fouthern parts of France, Ger- and bitterifh; and hence may be of | 
many and Italy; from whence the fervice in debility and laxity of the 
feeds are broughttous. They are vifcera; and immoderate fecretions, 
of a yellow colour, arhomboidal fi- or a fappreffion of the natural eva- 
gure ; adifagreeable ftrong {mell, cuations, depending thereon: they 
and a mucilaginous tafte. Their arerecommended in haemorrhagies 
principal ufe is in cataplafms, fo- and fluxes; and likewife as aperients 
mentations, and the like, and ine- in fuppreflions of urine, ob{tructions 
mollient glyfters. They entered the~ of the vifcera, in the jaundice, &c. 
eleum e mucilaginibus of the fhops; The fruit isin general very grateful 
to which they communicatea confi- both to the palate and ftomach; 


derable fhare of their fmel]. But 
this formula is now rejected, 


FORMICA CUM ACERVO 
[Suec. | 

Formica rufa Lin. 

Ants; their bodies and eggs. 

Thefe infects are at prefent not 
employed by us in medicine, tho’ 
formerly much celebrated foraphro- 
difiac virtues. They enter the aqua 
magnanimitatis,and other like com- 
pofitions of foreign difpenfatories. 


It is remarkable, thatthefeanimals /emen. 


contain a truly acid juice, which 
they thed in {mall drops uponbeing 
irritated : by infufing a quantity of 
live and vigorous ants in water, an 
acid liquor is obtained nearly as 


like other fruits of the dulco-acid, 
kind, they abate heat, quench thirft, 
loofen the belly, and promote urine; 
but do not afford much nourifhment. 


Geoffroy obferves, that the urine of 


thofe who eat liberally of this fruit, 
becomes impregnated with its fra- 
grant {mell, 


FRAXINELLA, vide Dic- 
TAMNUS ALBUS, 


FRAXINUS [Suec.] Cortex ef 









Fraxinus excedfior Lin. 
The ath-tree; its bark and feeds. 
The bark of this tree is mode cn 
rately aftringent, and as fuch hag 
fumetimes been made ule of. i hal 


: * e 
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alfo been propofed as a fubftitute 
for the Peruvian bark in the cure 


of intermittents ; but its efficacy is 
not confirmed by experience. The 


have been employed as aperients. 
There are fo many other medicines 
more agreeable, and more efficaci- 
ous for thefe intentions, that all the 
parts of the afh tree have yong been 
neglected. ) 


FULIGO LIGNI. [£d.] 
Wood foot. 

This concrete is of a fhining 
black colour, a difagreeable {mell, 
and an acrid, bitter, nanfeous aie. 
Its chief ufe is in hyfteric and other 
bain cafes, in which it is fome- 
times givenin conjunction with the 
Sena gumis : ifgives name to a tinc- 
‘ture of this kind in the fhops. Bat 
the eflicacy of that article probably 
depends much more on the afafoeti- 
da it contains, than on the foot from 
‘whence it derives it name. Its vir- 
tues are extracted both by watery 
and fpirituous liquors; each ef 
which, if the foot be of a good kind, 
diffolve about one-fixth. Soot is faid 
to differ greatly in quality accord- 
ing to the wood from which it was 





‘produced : the more refinous the - 


‘wood, the more the foot abounds 
with bitter oily matter. On che- 
mical analyfis, it yields volatile and 
fixed alkali, empyreumaticoil, and 
earth. 

FUMARIA [£d.] Folia. 
 Fumaria officinalis Lin. 
 Fumitory ; the leaves. 

| This is a common weed in fhady 
cultivated grounds, producing {pikes 
of purplifh fowersin May and Jane, 
It is very juicy, of a bitter tafte, 
without any remarkable {mell. The 
medical effects of this herb are, to 
ftrengthen the tone of the bowels, 
gently loofen the belly, and promote 
the urinary and other natural fecre- 


feeds, which are fomewhat ac#td~ 


Medica. 


tions. It is principally recommend- 
ed in melancholic, {corbutic, and 
cutaneous diforders ; ; for opening 
obftructions of the vifcera, atrenua- 
ting and promoting the evacuation 
of vifcid juices. Frederick Hoftman 
had a very high opinion of it asa 
purifer of the blood; and affures 
us, that with this intention fearce 
any plant exceeds it. Both watery 
and fpirituous menftrua extra@ its 
virtues. 

GALANGA MINOR [Braa.] 
Radix. 

Maranto galates Lin. 

' Galangal ; A the root. 

This root is brought from China, 
it comes to us in pieces f{carce an 
inch long, and not half fo thick, 
full of joints, with feveral circular 
rings on the outfide ; of an aroma- 
tic {mell, and a bitterifh, hot, bit- 
ing tafte, Galangal isa warm fto- 
machic bitter: it has been frequent- 
ly prefcribed in bitter infufions, but 
the flavourit gives is not agreeable. 


GALBANUM ([Lond. £d.] 
Gummi refina, 

Bubon Galbanum Lin, 

Galbanum ; the gum. 

This is the concrete juice of an 
African plani. The juice, as brought 
tous, is femipellucid, foft, tena- 
cious; of a ftrong, and, to fome, 
unpleafant fmell; and a bitterifh 
warm tafte: the better fort is in 
pale coloured maffes, which, on be- 
ing opened, appear compofed of 
clear white tears. Geoffroy relates, 
thaca dark preenifh oil is to be ob- 
tained from this fimple by diftilla- 
tion, which, upon repeated rectifi- 
cations, becomes of an elegant fky 
blue colour. The purer forts of gal- 
banam are faid by fome to diffolve 

SHE ee in wine, vinegar, or wa- 
; but thefe liquors are only par- 

tial menitrua with regard to this 
drug ; nor do fpirit of wine, oroils, 
prove 


igi 


a 
uve Ee 
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prove more éffe@inal in this refpec?: 

the beft diffolvent is a mixture of 
two parts fpirit of wine and one of 


water. Galbanum agrees it virtue 
with gum ammoniacum; butis ge- 


nerally accounted lefs efficacious in. 


afthmas, and more. fo in hyfterical 
complaints. It is an ingredient in 
the gum pills, the gum plafter, and 
fome other officinal compofitions. 


GALEGA [Brun.] Herba. 

Galega officinalis Lin. 

Goat’s rae; the herb. 

This was celebrated as an alext- 
pharmac ; but its fenfible qualities 
difcover no foundation for any vir- 
tties of this kind : the tafte is mere- 
Ty leguminons; and in Italy, where 

it grows wild, it is faid to be ufed 
as food. 


GALLA [Lond."Ed,} 

Nidus cynipidis quercus orienta 
tis. 

Galls. » ‘ 

Thefe are excrefcences found in 
the warmer couatries, upon the oak 
tree: they are prodyced by a kind 
of infect, (the cynips), whicli 
wounds the young buds orbranches, 
and they afterwards ferve asa lodze- 
ment for its eges : the animal with- 
inthe gall eats its way through ; 
thofe which have no hole are found 
to have the infea remaining in 
them. ‘The bet galls come {from 
Aleppo: thefe are not quite ‘round 
and {mooth like the orher forts, but 
have feveral tubercles on the furface. 


Galls have a very auftere ftyptic 
talte, without any fmell; they are 


very ‘rong ¢ aftringents, and as fueh 
have he en fometimes made ufe of 
both internally and extefnally, but 
are not much taken notice of by the 
prefent practice. 

Some recommend an oinment of 
powdered gallsand hogslard as very 
-effeGtual in certain painful flates of 
hamorrhois ; and it is all leged, that 


oN 


ORR ti Gas PERRY 


Materia Medica, 





the internal ufe of galls hes cured: 


PA 





intermittents after the Peruvians 
bark has failed. A mixture of galls: 
witha bitrer and aromatic has been 
propofed as a seinone for the ee a 





GALLIUM LUTEUM 
[Bran.| Herba. 

Gallium verum Line 

Ladies bed-ftraw ; the herb. 

This herb has a fubaeid tafte, 
with a very faint, not difagreeable 
{mell: the juice changes blue vege- 
table infufions of a red colour, and 
coagulates milk, and thus difcovers. 
marks of aciaity. It ftands recom- 
mended as a mild ftyptic, and in é- 
pilepfy ; but has never been much 
in ufe. 

GAMBOGIA [Loznd. Ed.}- 

Gummi refina. 

Camtogia gutta Lin. 

Gamboge ; the gum refin. 

Gamboge ; a folid concrete juice, 
brought from the Eaft-Indies in 
large cakes or rolls. The beft fort 
is of adeep yellow ‘ororange colour, 
breaks fhining and free fromdrofs: 
it has no fmell, and very little rafte, 
untefs kept in the mouth for fone 
time, when it impreffes a flight 
fenfe of acrimony. It immediately 
communicates to fpirit of wine a 
bright golden colour, and. almoft — 
entirely. diflolves in it; Geoffroy 
fays, except the fixth-part. Alka-- 
line falts enable water to aét upon 
this {abftance powerfully asa men- 
ftraum : the folution made by their 
means is fomewhat tranfparent, of 
a deep blood.red colour, and paffes 
the filtre: the dulcified foirit of 


fal ammoniac readily and entirely 








diffolves it, and takes np a confi- 
derable quantity ; and what is pret. 
ty remarkable, this folution m ie 
either with water or fpirit, withor 
growing turbid. 1 
Gamboge evacuates powe fall 
both‘upwards and downwerds ; i 
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condemn it asacting with too great 
violence, andoccafioning dangerous 
hypereatharfes ; whilft others are of 
a contrary opinion. Geoffroy feems 
particularly fond of this medicine, 
and informs us, that he has fre- 
quently given, from two to four 
grains, without its proving at all 
emetic ; that from four to eight 
grains, it both vomits and purges, 
without violence ; that its operation 
is foon over ; and that if given in a 
liquid form, and fafficiently diluted, 
it {tands not in need of any correc- 
tor ; that in the form of a bolus or 
pill, itis moft apt to prove emetic, 
but very rarely has this effect if 
joined along with mercurius dulcis. 
‘He neverthelefs cautions againft its 
ufe where the patient cannot eafily 
bear vomiting. i 

| It has been ufed in dropfy with 
cream of tartar or jalap, or both, to 
quicken their operation. It is alfo 
recommended by fome tothe extent 
of fifteen grains with an equal quan- 
tity of vegetable alkali in cafes of 
the tape-worm. This dofe is order- 
sdin the morning; and if the worm 
is not expelled in two'or three hours, 
it is repeated even to the third time 
with fafety and efficacy. It is af- 
tied, that it has been given to 
this extent even in delicate ha- 
ats. 
| This is faid to be the remedy al- 
jaded to by Baron Van Swieten, 




















renfchward, and with him proved 
enia lata. 


| GENISTA [Lond. Ed.] Cacu- 
ven, femen. 

| Spartium [coparium Lin. 

| Broom ; the top and feed. 

The leaves of this fhrub have a 
janfeous bitter tafte ; decoctions of 
hem loofen the belly, promote u- 
jne, and ftand recommended in hy- 
Fopic cafes. | 

“The flowers are faid to prove ca- 
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which was employed by Dr Hef 


fo. fuccefsful in the removal of the — 


thartic in deco@tion, and emetic in 
fubftance ; though in fome places, as 
Lobel informs ‘us, they are com- 
monly ufed, and in large quantity, 
in falads, without producing any 
effect of this kind. The qualities 
of the feeds are little better deter- 
mined : fome report, that they purge 
almo(ft as ftrongly as hellebore, in 
the dofe ofa dram anda half; whilft 
the author above mentioned relates, 
that he has given a decoction of 
two ounces of them as a gentle e- 
metic. | 
‘An infafion of ‘a dram of well 
powdered and fifted broom feed for 


twelve hours, ina glafsand ahalf of 


rich white wine taken in the morn- 
ing fafting, is recommended in an 
anonymous pamphlet as a fovercign 
remedy in dropfy. The patient is 
afterwards to walk or ride for an 
hour and an half, and then to {wal- 
low two ounces of olive oil. This 
method is to be repeated every fe- 
cond day, or once in three days, 
till the cure be completed. ~ 
Broom afhes have been long re- 


commended in dropfy, and are par-.. 


ticularly celebrated by Dr Syden- 
ham. But the efficacy of this me- 
dicine depends entirely on the alka- 
line falt, and not in the fmalleft de- 
gree on the vegetable from which it 
is obtained by burning. | 

GENTIANA [Lond. Ed.) Ra- 
di . die 


Gentiana lutea Lin. Siac 


Gentian; the root. 

This plant is found wild in fome 
parts of England’: but the dried 
roots are moft commonly brought 
from Germany. They fhould be 
chofen frefh, and of a yellow or 


bright gold colour within. This 


root is a ftrong bitter; and as fuch, 
very frequently made ufe of in prac- 
tice: intafte it is ‘lefs exceptionable 


than moft of the other fubftances of | 


this clafs : infufions of it, flavoured 
with orange-peel, are fufftciently 
| N grate- 


oo 





Nhe 


grateful, Ir*is the capital ingre- 
dient in the bitter wine, tincture, 
and infufion of the fhops. An ex- 
‘tract made from it is likewife an 
officinal preparation. 

This ufeful bitter isnot employed 
under the form of powder, as it lofes 
confiderably by the drying, which 
is requifite for giving it that form. 

A poifonous root was fome years 
ago difcovered among fome of the 
“gentian brought to London; the ufe 
of which occafioned violent difor- 
ders, and in fome inftances death. 
This is eafily diftinguifhable by its 
being internally of a white colour, 
and void of bitternefs. This poifon- 


ous fimple feems to be the root of f carried from Britain to China. . 


the aconitam; a plant with which 
Lobel informs us the inhabitants of 
fome partsof the Alps ufed former- 
Ay to empoifon darts. 


GEOFRG@A [ £d.] Cortex. 
Geoffrea inermis Lin. 
Cabbage bark tree ; the bark. 
The bark of this tree, 
grows in the low favannahs of Ja- 
maica, isofagrey colour externally, 
but black and furrowed on the in- 
fide. It has a mucilaginous and 
fweetith tafte, and a difagreeable 
fmell. It is given in cafes of worms, 
in form of powder, decottion, fy- 
rup and extract. The deco¢tion is 
preferred ; andis made by flowly 
boiling. an ounce of the frefh dried 


bark ina quart of water, till it af- 


fume the colour of Madeira wine. 
This fweetenedisthe fyrup; evapo- 
rated, it forms an extraét. It com- 


monly produces fome ficknefs and 


purging ; fometimes violent effects; 


as vomiting, delirium, and fever. 


~Thefe taft are faid to be owing to 
an over dofe, or to drinking cold 
water; and are relieved by tite ufe 
of warm water, caftor oil, or a ve- 
getable acid. It fhould always be 
begun in {mall dofes. But when pro- 
perly and cautioufly adminiftered, 


a te 
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it is faid to operate as a very power 
fal anthelmintic,particularly for the 
expulfion of the lumbrici, which are 
a very common caufe of difeafe in 
the Weft-India iflands ; and there 
it is very frequently employed. But 


it has we believe been but little ufed 


in Britain. 


GINSENG [Lozd. Ed. jRadix. 

Panax quinquefolium Lin, 

Ginfeng ; ; the root. 

Ginfeng is a {mall root, which as 
ufed in Britain is chiefly brought 
from North America ; fometimes 
from China ; bat eh more fre- 
quently the American ginfeng is 
E- 
very rootisaninch or twoin length, 
taper, finely ftraited; of a whitith or 
yellowith colour. Ir hasa very fweet 
tafte, accompanied with a flight 
bitternefs and warmth. 

The Chinefe -are faid to have a 
very extraordinary opinion of the: 
virtues of this root, and to look up-- 
on it as an univerfal reftorative in 
all decays, from age, intemperance, 
or difeafe. The great value there: 
fet upon it, has prevented it being: 
exported from thence into other 
countries, and its difeovery in North! 
America is butoflatedate ; fo that 
among us it has hitherto been very; 
rarely made ufe of ; although, from 
what can be judged of it from thei 
tafte, ir feems to deferve fome ree 
gard, efpecially as itis now procus| 
rable in plenty. 









GLADIOLUS, vide Iris PAs 
LUSTRIS. 


GL YCIRRHIZA CL eAaids: Ea 
Radix, | 
Glycirrhiza glabra Lin. 

Liquorice ; the root. 

Thisis produced plentiful 
the countries of Europe: th 
is the growth of our own 


able ta — as comes from: abre 
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this laft being generally mouldy, 
which this root is, very apt to be- 
come, unlefs kept ina dry place. 
The powder of liquorice ufually fold 
is often mingled with flower, and 
perhaps too often with fub{tances 
not quite fo wholefome: the beft 
fortis of a brownifh yellow colour, 
the fine pale yellow being generally 
fophifticated, and it is of a very rich 
fweet tafte, much more agreeable 
than that of the frefh root. Liquo- 
rice is almoft the only fweet that 
guenches thirft; whence it is called 
by the Greeks adipfon. Galentakes 
notice, that it was employed with 
this intention in hydropic cafes, to 
prevent the neceflity of drinking. 
Mr Fuller, in his Medicina Gym- 
naftica, recommends this root asa 
very ufeful pectoral, and fays it ex- 
cellently foftens acrimonious. hu- 
monrs, at the fame time that it 
proves gently detergent: and this 
account is warranted by experience. 
It is an ingredient in the pectoral 
fyrup, pectoral troches, the com- 
pound lime-waters, decoction of the 
woods, compound powder of pum 
tragacanth, lenitive electuary, and 
theriaca. An extract is directed to 
be made from it in the fhops, but 
this preparation is brought chiefly 
from abroad, tho’ the foreign extract 
is not equal to fuch as is made with 
proper care among ourfelves. 


GRAMEN [Swec.] Radix. 
Triticum repens Lin, 
Quick-grafs ; the roots. 

Grafs roots have a {weet roughith 
tafte. ‘They are principally recom- 
mended. in aperient {pring drinks, 

- for what is called purifying and 
_ fweetening the blood. 









GRANA PARADISI [Braa.] 
“hus. 
Amomum granum Paradifi, 
Grains of paradife. 
‘The froit known by this name is 
rought from the Eaft-Indies, It 
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is about the fize of a fig, divided 


internally into three cells, in cach 


of which are contained two rows of 
{mall feeds like cardamoms. Thefe 
feeds are fomewhat more grateful, 
and confiderably more pungent, than 
the common cardamoms, approach- 
ing in this refpect to pepper, with 
which they agree alfo in their phar- 
maceutical properties; their pun- 
gency refiding, notin the diftilled oil, 


as that of cardamom feeds does, butin 


the refin extracted by fpiritof wine. 


GRANATUM (Lond. Ed. Flos, 
cortex, fructus, 

Punica granaium Lin. 

Pomegranate; the flowers called 
balauftine, and rind of the fruit. 
The pomegranate is a low tree, 
or rather fhrub, growing wild in 
Italy and other countries in the 
fouth of Europe: it is fometimes 
met with in our gardens; but the 
fruit, for which it is chiefly va- 
lued, rarely comes to fuch perfec- 
tion as in warmer climates. This 
fruit has the general qualities of the 
other fweet fummer fruits, allaying 
heat, quenching thirft, and gently 
loofening the belly. The rind is a 
{trong aftringent, and as fuch is oc- 


cafionally madeufeof. The flowers — 
are of an elegant red colour, in ap- 
pearance refembling adried red rofe. | 


Their tafte is bitterifh and aftrin- 
gent. They are recommended in 
diarrhoeas, dyfenteries, and other 
cafes where aftringent medicines 
are proper. . 


GRATIOLA. [Lond Ed.J 
Herba. 

Gratiola officinalis Lin. 

Hedge-hyflop; the leaves. 

This isa fmall plant met with, 
among us, only in gardens. The 
leaves have a very bitter, difagree- 
able tafte : an infufion of a handful 
of them when frefh, oradram when 
dried, is faid to operate ftrongly as. 
a cathartic, Kramer. reports, thar 

N 2 he 
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has found the root of this plant as 
medicine fimilar in virtue to ipeca- 
cuanha. 

This herb has been mentioned as 
ufeful in the venereal difeafe: And 
by fome it has been highly extolled 

-In maniacal cafes. 


GUAIACUM [Loxd. Ed.] Lig- 
num, cortex, gummi-refina. 

Guaiacum oficinale Lin. 

Guaiacum ; ; its wood, bark and 
refin. 

The guaiacum is a tree growing 
in the warmer parts of the Spanifh 
W eft-Indies. 

The wood is very ponderous, of 
a clofe compact texture ; the outer 
part is of a yellow colour, the heart 
of a deep blackifh green, or varie- 
gated with black, green, pale and 
brown colours: the bark is thin, 
fmooth, externally of a dark greyifh 
hue: both have a lightly aromatic, 
bitterifh, pungent tafte; thebark is 
fomewhat the weakeft. The refin 
which exudes from incifions made 


in the trank of the tree is brought. 


tous in irregular maffes, ufually fri- 
‘able, of a datky greenifh, and fome- 
times of a reddifh caft, with pieces 
of the wood among them: its taite 
is more acrid and pungent than that 
of the wood or bark. 

Their general virtues are thofe of 
awarm, flimulating medicine ; they 
ftrengthen the ftomach and other 
vifcera; and remarkably promote 
the urinary and cuticular difcharge: 
hence in’cutaneous,defedations, and 
other diforders proceeding from ob- 
ftrutions of the excretory glands, 
and where fluggifh ferous humours 
abound, they are eminently ufeful ; 
rheumatic and other pains have of- 
ten been relieved by them. They 
are alfo laxative. The refin is the 
molt of thefe drugs; and the effi- 
cacy of the others depends uponthe 
quantity of this part contained in 
them: the refin is extracted from 


*\ 
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only in being purer. 
extracts, are given from a few grains 
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the wood in part by watery liquors, 
but much more perfectly by fpiritu-. 
ons ones: the watery extract of this” 
wood, kept in the fhops, proves not 
only lefs in quantity, but confider- 
ably weaker than ene made with 
fpirit. This lait extract is of the 
fame quality with the native refin, 
and differs from that brought to us 
The gum, or 


to a feruple or half a dram, which 
laft dofe proves for the moft part 
confiderably purgative. The offi- 
cinal preparations of pguaiacum are 
an extract of the wood, a folution 
of the gum in reGtified fpirit of wine, 
and a folution in volatile {pirit, and 
an empyreumatic oil diftilled from 
the wood. 

Guaiac in form of decoétion has 
been faid to cure the venereal dif- 
eafe ; and in this country it is fre- 
quently ufed as an adjuvant to mer- 
cury. The refin diffolved in rum, 
or combined with water, by means 
of mucilage or the yolk of egg, or 
in the form of the volatile tincture 
or elixir, is much employed in gout 
and chronic rheumatifm. The tinc- 
ture or elixir has been given to the 
extent of half an ounce twice a day, 
and is fometimes ufefully combined 
with laudanum. 


GUMMI AMMONIACOM, vi- 
de AMMONIACUM. 


_ GUMMI. ARABICUM [Lozxd. 
Ed.) 
Mimofa nilotica Lin. 

Gum arabic. 

Gum arabic is a concrete gum, ¢x- 
uding from a tree growing in con- 
fiderable abundance in Egypt and/ 
Arabia, which has according! 
given name to this gum... Jee 
brought tous from Turkey, in fma 
irregular mafles or ftrings, of a pa 
yellowish colour. The true gum 
rabic i is rarely to be met with int 


fhop: 
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fhops ; gum fenega or fenica, which 
comes from the coaft of Guinea, be- 
ing ufually fold for it. This greatly 
refembles the other, and perhaps, as 
Dale conjectures, exudes from a tree 
of the fame kind: it is generally in 
large pieces, rough on the outfide ; 
and in thefe circumftances. poflibly 
confifts the only difference between 
the two; altho’ the former is held to 
be the purer and finer gum, and 
therefore preferred for medicine; 
and the latter the ftrongeft, moft fab- 
ftantial and cheapeft, and cenfe- 
quently more employed for mecha- 
nic ufes. The virtues of this gum 
are the fame with thofe of gummy 
and mucilaginous fubftancesin gene- 
ral: it is given froma fcruple totwo 
drams, in hoarfeneffes, a thin acri- 


monious ftate of the fluids, and ° 


where the natural mucus of the in- 
teftines is abraded. It is an ingre- 
dient in the white decoétion, chalk, 
jolep, the common emulfion, and 
fome of the troches. 


GUMMI ELEMI, vide E- 
LEMTI. 


GUMMI TRAGACANTHA 

{Lond. Ed.) - 

Aftragalus tragacanthus Lin. 
Gum tragacanth, ; 
The gum tragacanth is obtaine 

from a thorny bufh growing in 

Crete, Afia, and Greece. This gum 

is of a much ftronger body than ei- 

ther of the foregoing, and does not 

fo perfectly diflolve in water. A 

dram will give to a pint of water 

the confiftence of a fyrup, which 

a whole ounce of gum arabic is 

{carce fufficient to do. Hence its 

_ufe for forming troches, and the 

like purpofes, in preference to 

the other gums. It gives name to 

_ an officinal ._powder, and is an in- 

is es in the compound powder 


. 
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GUTTA CAMBA, vide Gane 
BOGIA. 


HAMATITES Lapis [Brun.j 
Hematites, or bloodftone. 
This is an elegant iron ore, ex- 
tremely hard, of a dark reddith or 
yellowifh colour: it is found either 
along with other ores of iron, or in 
difiinét mines by itfelf. With re- 
gard to its medical virtues, wecon- 
ceive they do not vary from thofe 
experienced from ruft, and the com- 
mon croci of iron, notwithftanding 
the extraordinary opinion which 
many have entertained of it; fuch 
as its curing ulcers of the lungs, 
which Geofiroy fays the hematites — 
dries and heals. 


HEDERA ARBOREA, 
[ Brun.) Folia refina. 

Hedera helix Lin, 

Ivy; the leaves and refin, 

This is a climbing fhrabby plant, 
grows commonly from the trunks 
of trees, or on old walls. The 
Jeaves have very rarely been given 
internally; notwithftanding they . 
are recommended ftrongly by fome 
againft the atrophy ofchildren; their 
tafte is naufeons, acrid, and bitter. 
Externally, they have fometimes 


“beenemployed for drying and heal- 


ing ichorous fores, and likewife for 
keeping iffues open. The berries 
were fuppofed by the ancients to 
have a purgative and emetic quali- 
ty; later writers have recommend- 
ed them in {mall dofes, as diapho- 
retics and alexipharmacs; and Mr 


Boyle tells us, that inthe London _ 


plague the powder of them was gi- 
ven with vinegar, with good fuccefs, 
as a fudofific. It is probable the 
virtue of the compofition was rather 


owing tothe vinegar than to the 


powder. ‘The refin wasranked by — 
the ancients (if their Sau puov Ts xigos 


was the fame with our gummi hede- 
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ve) among the depilatories; from 
this clafs, which it certainly had no 
title to, it has fince been removed to 


that of.conglutinaters of wounds, to 
which it has probably as_ittle title. 


HEDERA TERRESTRIS 
[£d.] Herba. 
 Glechoma hederacea Lin. 

Ground-ivy ; the leaves. 

Ground-ivy is a low plant, fre- 
quent im hedges and fhady places. It 
has an aromatic, though not very 
agreeable fmell ;. and a quick, bit- 
terith, warm tafte. This herb’ is 
an ufeful corroborant, aperient, and 
detergent; and hence ftands recom- 
mended againitlaxity, debiliry, and 
obftructions of the vifcera: fome 
have had .a great opinion of it for 


healing and cleanfing ulcers of the 


internal parts, even of the lungs,and 
tor purifying the blood. Tt is enf- 
tomary to infufe the dried leaves ia 
malt liquors; a praGice not to be 
commended, though itreadily com- 
municates its virtues, and likewife 
helps to fine them down: fcarceany 
other herb has this effe& more re- 
markably than ground-ivy, 


HELENIUM, vide Enutacam- 
PANA, 


HELLEBORASTER [Lond.] 
Folium. . 

Helleborus fatidus Lin 

. Bears foot; the leaves. 

The leaves of this plant taken in 
feveral different forms have been by 
fome recommended as a very pow- 
erful anthelmintic. They are parti- 
calarly extolled by Dr Biffet in his 
effay on the Medical Conttitution of 
Great Britain, efpecially under the 
form of fyrup, made by moiftening 
the leaves of the fref herbin vine- 


gar, and then preifing out their. 


juice, which was formed into a fy- 
rup with coarfe fugar. Of this fy- 
yop, Dr Biflet gave to children 
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from two to fix years of age, one 
tea fpoonful at bed-time and ano- 
ther in the morning, for two or 


~three days fucceflively. The dofe 


was increafed or diminithed, accor- 
ding to the firength of the patient. 
And in this way he found it very 
fuccefsful in the expulfion of lum- 


- brici. 


Where the Helleborafter is to be 
employed, this form is perhaps the 
beft, and we doubt not that it may 
fucceed where others have failed: 
but it thould not, we apprehend, 
be employed till fafer anthelmintics 
have been tried in vain. For we have 
heard of fome inftances where the 
imprudent adminiftration of it has — 
been attended even with fatal con- 
fequences, } 


HELLEBORUS ALBUS 
[Lond. Ed.| Radix. 

Veratrum album Lin. 

White hellebore ; the root. 
_ This plant grows fpontancoufly in 
Switzerland and the mountainous 
parts of Germany. ‘The root hasa 
naufeons, bitterifh, acrid tafte, burn- 
ing the mouth and fauces : if wound- 
ed when frefh, it emits an extremely 
acrimonious juice, which mixed with 
the blood, by a wound, is faid to 
prove very dangerous: the powder 
of the dry root, applied to an iflue, 
occafions violent purging; fnuffed 
up the nofe, it proves a f{trong, and 
not always a fafe fternutatory. This 
root, taken internally, acts with ex- 
treme violence as an emetic; and 
has been obferved, even ina imall 
dofe, to occafion convulfions, and o- 
ther terrible diforders. Theancients 
fometimes employed itin very obfti- 
nate cafes, and always made this _ 
theirlaft refource. Modern practice 
feems tohavealmoft entirely reject 
ed its internal ufe, though it be faic 
that fome have lately ventured upol 
fo large a dofe as a feruple, inm 
niacal cafes, and have found is 

: > ere 









black hellebores. 
Paris, by allowing the ufe of one of 
_ the paler hellebores(ithe green flow- 
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effects from it after the ftronger an- 
timonial preparations had been gi- 
ven in vain. A tincture and honey 
of it were formerly kept in the 
fhops, but are now rejeéted from 
the London pharmacopoeia. The 


' former is ftill indeed retained by 


the Edinburgh college, but it is ve- 
ry rarely if ever ufed. | 


HELLEBORUS NIGER 
[Lond. Ed.| Radix. 

Helleborus niger Lin. 

Black hellebore, or melampodi- 
Um; the roots. 

This plant grows wild in the 
mountainous parts of Switzerland, 
Austria, and Stiria : the earlinefs of 
its flowers, which fometimes appear 
in December, has gained it a place 
in our gardens. 

In fome parts of Germany, a fpe- 
ciesof black hellebore hasbeen made 
ufe of, which not unfreqaently pro- 

-duced violent, and fometimes dele- 
terious effects: thisthe Wirtemberg 
college particularly caution againt{t, 
though without mentioning any 
marks by which it may be diftin- 
guifhed, or even giving the precife 
name of the plant. It appears to be 
the fetid heliebore of Linnzus, call- 
edin England, where it grows wild, 
fetterwort, fettlewort, or baftard 
hellebore: the roots of this may be 
diftinguifhed from the officinal fort 
by their being lefs black. The 
roots of the poifonous aconites re- 
femble in appearance thofe of the 
black hellebore; and in the Breflaw 

collections we find fome inftances of 
fatal effects occafioned by miftaking 
the former for the latter: thefe alfo 
are happily difcoverable by their 
colour; the aconzitum being lighter 


coloured than even the paleft of the 


The faculty of 


ered, which grows wildinEngland, 


and is called by our farriers peg- 
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root), have in fome degree deprived 
the thops of the benefit of this cri- 
terion. Since therefore the two 
noxious roots which the buyer is 
moft apt to miftake for this, are 
diftinguifhable from it by their co- 
lour, but rive no other external 
mark by which they may be with 
certainty known, particular regard 
ought tobe had tothiscircumftanice ; 
only the deepeft black being chofen, 
and ali the paler roots rejected. 
The tafte of hellebore is acrid and 
bitter. Its acrimony, as Dr Grew 
obferves, is firft felt on the tip of 
the tongue, and then fpreads im- 
mediately to the middle, without 
being much perceived on the inter- 
mediate part; on chewing it fora 
few minutes, the tongue feems be- 
numbed, and affected with a kind 
of paralytic ftupor, as when burnt 
by eating any thing too hot: the 


‘fibres are more acrimonious than 


the head of the root from which 


they iffue. Black hellebore root, ta- 


ken from fifteen grains to half a 
dram, proves a {trong cathattic ; and 
as fuch nas been celebrated for the 
cure of maniacal,and other diforders 
proceeding from what the ancients 
called atra bilis: in thefe cafes, 
medicines of this kindare doubtlefs . 
occafionally of ufe, though they are 
by no means pofleffed of any f{pecific 
power. It does not however appear 
that our black hellebore acts with fo 
much violence as that of the anci- 
ents: whence many have fuppofed 
it to be a different plant; and in- 
.deed the defcriptions which the an- 
cients have left us of their hellebore, 
do not agree to any of the forts u- 
{ually taken notice of by modern 
botanifts. Another fpecies has been 
difcovered in the eaftern countries, | 


which Tournefort diftinguifhes by 


the name of Aelleborus niger orien- 
talis, ampliffino folie, caule preaito, 
flore purpurafcente, and fappofes to 
be the true ancient hellebore, from 
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its growing in plenty abont mount 
Olympus, and in the ifland of An- 
ticyra, celebrated of old for the pro- 
duction of this antimaniacal drug 

he relates, that a fcruple of this fort, 


given for a dofe, occafioned convul- 


fions. 


Our hellebore is at prefent looked | 


upon principally as an alterative ; 
and in this light is frequently em- 
ployed, in finall dofes, for attenua- 
ting vifcid humours, promoting the 
uterine and urinary difcharges, and 
opening inveterate obftructions of 
the remoter glands : it often proves 
avery powerful emmenagopue in 
plethoric habits, where fteelisinef- 
fectual or improper. An extracét 
made from this root with water, is 
one of the mildeft, and for the pur- 
pofes of acathartic the moft effec- 
tual preparationsofit: this operates 
fafficiently, without occafioning the 
irritation which the pane. refin is ac- 
companied with. A tin@ture drawn 
with proof {piritcontains the whole 
virtue of the hellebore, and feems to 
be one of the beft preparations of it 
when defigned for an alterative : 
this tincture, and the extract, are 
kept in the thops. 

__ The melampodium is the bafis of 
Bacher’s tonic pills for the dropfy. 
The root is ordered to be macerated 
in rectified fpirit of wine, the li- 
quor expreffed is repeatedly mixed 
with water and duly evaporated. 
This is made up into pills with an 
extract of myrrh and powder of 
carduus benedictus.’ They are faid 
to be cathartic and diuretic, and at 
the fame time {trengtheners of the 

folids, 


1 HEPATICA NOBILIS[ Braz.] 
a Herba. 

Anemone hepatica Lin. 

Noble liverwort ; the herb. 

This herb has a place in our gar- 
dens on account of the beauty and 
early appearance of its flowers. 
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It is acooling, gentle reftringent | 
herb; and hence recommended in 
a lax flate of the fibres.as a corro-. | 
borant. gegen * > | 

HERMODACTYLUS[ Brun.] 
Radix. 

Tris tuberofa Lin. 

Hermodactil. 

This is a root brought from Tar- 
key. It is of the fhape of a heart 
flatted, of a white colour, compat, 
yet eafy to cut or powder; of a vif- 
cous fweetifh talte, with a light 
degree of acrimony. 

Hermodattils were of great repute 
among the ancients asa cathartic ; 
but thofe we now meet with in the 
fhops have very little purgative vir- 
tue ; Neumann declares he never 
found them to have any effect at all. 


HERNIARIA [Bruz.] Folia. 
Herniaria glabra Lin. 
Rupturewort ; the leaves. 

This is alow herb, growing wild 
in fandy and gravelly grounds. It 
isa very mild reftringent, and may, 
in fome degree, be ferviceable in 
diforders proceeding from a weak 
flaccid ftate of the vifcera: but to 
the virtue which it has been moft 
celebrated for, that of curing her- 
as, it has no title. : 


HIPPOCASTANUM [E£d. J 
Fradus. 

Lifculus hippocaftanum Lin, 

Horfe-chefnut ; the fruit. 

This fruit has been ufed as food 
for fheep and poultry, and as foap 
for wafhing, It wasmuch employed 
in powder as a fternutatory by an 
itinerant. oculift, and has been re- 
commended by fome others in cer- 
tain {tates of ophthalmia, headach, 
&c. in which errhinesare indicated. 

Its effects as a fternutatory may _ 
alfo be obtained by ufing it under _ 
the form of infwfion or decoction — 
drawn up into the noftrils. And ic — 

is % 
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iS entirély with a view to its errhine 
power that it is now introduced into 
the pharmacopoeia of the Edinburgh 
college. But betides this, the bark 
has alfo been reprefented by fomeas 
a cure for intermittent fevers; and 
it is probably with this intention 
that this part of the hippocaftanum 
is introduced as an officinal article 
in the Pharmacopoeia Roflica. 


HORDEUM [Lozd.] Semen, 
femen perlatum. 
Hordeum diftichon Lin. 

Barley, and pearl-barley. 

Barley is a well known farinaceous 
grain, cultivated in greatabundance 
in our fields. Pearl-barley is pre- 
pared by grinding tlie fhell barley 
into little round granules, which ap- 
pear of a pearly whitenefs. 

Barley, in its feveral ftates, is more 
cooling, lefs glutinous, and lefs 1u- 
tritious, than wheat or oats: among 

the ancients, decoctions of it were 

the principal aliment and medicine 
in acute difeafes. Both a fimple 
and compound decoétion of barley 
are introduced into our pharma- 
| copoeias. 
| 


HORMINUM SATIVUM 
| [Brun.] Herba. 

Horminum faloia Lin. 

Garden clary; the leaves and 
feeds. 
| Thefe have a warm, bitterith 

pungent tafte; and a ftrong, not 

very agreeable fmell: the touch 
difcovers in the leavesa large quan- 
| tity of glutinous or refinous matter. 
They are principally recommended 
jin the fluor albus, and other weak- 
| nefles, in hyfteric diforders, and in 
| flatalent colics. 










HYDRAGYRUM, five ArcEn- 
TUM VIvUM. 

| Mercury, or quickfilver. 

_ Mercury is sWopake filver-colour- 
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ed mineral fluid; appearing to the 
eye like tin or lead when melted: 
itis heavier than any other fluid, 
and than moft of the metallic bo- 
dies: it does not congeal in the 
greateft degree of natural cold hi- 
therto known; in the fire it proves 
totally volatile. This mineral is ei- 
ther met with in its fluid form in 
the earth, or extracted by ari from 
certain ores. “There are confider- 
able mines of it in Hungary wees 
Spain; and what is employed i 
Britain comes chiefly from the an 
mer of thefe countries. 

The ufe of mercury in medicine 
feems to have been little known be- 
fore the fifteenth century. Thean- 
cients looked upon it as a corrofive 
poifon, though of itlelf perfealy 
void of acrimony, tafte, and {mell: 
there are examplesofits having been 
lodged. for years in cavities both of 
bones and fiefhy parts, without its 
having injured or afie@ed them. 
Taken into the body in tis crude 
ftate, and undivided, it pafles thro’ 
the inteftines unchanged, and has 
not been found to produce any con- 
fiderable effect. It has indeed been 
recommended in afthmas and dif- 


orders of the Jungs; but the vir- 


tues attributed to it in thefe cafes 
have not been warranted by expe- 
rience. 

Notwithflanding the mildnefs and 
inactivity of crude quickiilver undi- 
vided; yet when refolved by fire in- 
to the form of fume, or otherwife 
divided into very minute particles, 
and prevented from re-uniting by 
the interpofition of proper fubftances, 
or combined with mineral acids, it 
has very powerfuleffects ; atording 
the moft violent poifons, and the 
moft excellent temedies with which 
we are acquainted. 

The mercurial preparations, ci 
ther given internally or introduced 
into the habit by external applica- 

tion, 
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tion, feem to forward circulation 
through even the minuteft and moft 
remote velfels of the body ; and may 
be fo managed as to promote excre- 
tion through all the emun¢tories. 
Hence their common ufe in invete- 
rate chronic diforders, and obftinate 
obitractions of the excretory glands ; 
in fcrophulous and cutaneous dif- 
eafes; and in the venereal lues. If 
their power be not reftrained tocer- 
tain emunctories, they tend chiefly 
to affect the mouth; and occafion a 


plentiful evacuation of the falival 


glands. 

The falutary effe@s of mercurials 
do not depend on the quantity of 
fenfible evacuation.’ This medicine 
may be gradwally introduced into 
the habit, fo as, without occafion- 
ing any remarkable difcharge to be 


produétive of very happy effects. To 
_anfwer this purpofe, it fhould be 


given in very {mall dofes, in con- 
jun@tion with fuch fubftances as de- 
termine its action to the kidneys or 
the pores of the fkin. By this me- 
thod inveterate cutaneous and vene- 
real diftempers have been cured, 
without any other fenfible excretion 


than a gentle increafe of perfpira- 


tion or urine.. Where there are ul- 
cers in any part, they difcharge for 
fome time a very fetid matter, the 
quantity of which becomes gradual- 
ly lefs, and at length the ulcer kind- 
ly heals. If the mercury fhould at 
any time, from cold, or the like, 


_ affe& the mouth; it may bereftrain- 


ed by omitting a dofe, and by 
warmth or fuitable medicines# pro- 


moting the perfpiration. 


Cooling purgatives are alfo often 
employed with advantage; but per- 
haps the moft effectual means of 
giving with fafety'a fudden check 
to a mercurial falivation is by the 
application of a large blifter to the 


back. 


Mercury, asufedin medicine, has 
been employed in a very great va- 


% 
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riety of’ different forms. Of the 
particular preparations directed by 
the Londonand Edinburgh colleges, 
we fhall afterwards have occafion to 
treat: but to give a full and com- 
prehenfive view of all the mercurial 
preparations, we fhall here fubjoina. 
a table in which they are fy{tema- 
tically arranged. 


Dr Schwediauer’s Tasre of the: 
PREPARATIONS OF MERCURY,, 
arranged according to Bergman’s: 
Table of Ele&ive Attradtions.. 
Thofe marked with the afterifm: 
are chiefly in ufe. : 


I, PREPARATION where the Mer-- 
cury is {imply purified. 
* Hydrargyrum purificatum. 
Mercurius crudus purificatus off-- 
CLRAKUTT. | 
Argentum  vivum  purificatum, , 
Pharm. Load. | 
Anglis, Quickfilver, crude puri-- 
fied mercury ; Germanis, Reiness 
queckfilber; Gallis, Mercure: 
pure. | 
I], PREPARATIONS in which the: 
Mercury is only divided. | 
1. By gems or mucilages; fach 
as gum arabic, tragacanth, | 
&C. | 
* Hydrargyrum gummofum. | 
Mercurius gummofus of Pleacé, , 
(the inventor.) . 
ComposiTaA. 
* Pilula ex bydrargyro gummofo. 
Pilules ex mercurio gummofo. | 
Plenck. Pharm. Chir. 
Solutio mercurialis gummofa. || 
Ihide 
Mixtura’ mercurialis. . 
Nofcom. Sti Georgii, 
Fotio merculialis. 
Novi Brunfvicenfis. 
Lac mercuriale. Plench. 
_ Syrupus hydrargyri. Plarmac. 
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Pilule mercuriales, Z. 
Pilulz mercurialeslaxantes. G. 
Pilule mercuriales fialagoge. 
. Pharm. Danic. 
Injectio mercurialis. 
Edinb. Pauperum. 
3. By fuet or vegetable oils ; fach 
* as hoo’s lard, goofe- “fat, or 
but tter of cocoa nuts. 
* Hydr argyrum unguinofum. 
* Unguentum bydrargyri. 
Unguentum ex hydrargyro ce- 
ruleum. <£. 
Unguentum mercuriale, feu un- 
guentum Neapolitaaum. Par- 
AC. Aufiriaca. Provineialts. 
CoMPOSITA. 


« Unguentum ceruleum fortius. L.° 
Unguentum ceruleum mitius. JZ. 
Unguentum mercuriale.  D. 

f£ Ceratum mercuriale. L. 

y Lmplaftrum mercuriale. 0. 
Emplaftrumex hydrargyro. £. 
‘Emplaftrum ex gummi ammoniaco 

cum mercurio. JZ. 
Emplaftrum commune cum mercu- 
rio. #. 
Emplaftrum de ranis cum mercu- 
TO... 

4. By caleareous earth ; fach as 
chalk, chelé danetornm, &e. 
Massari alkalifatus. 

Pulvis mercurialis, G. 


‘Pharm. 


Hil. Preparationswherethe mer- 


cury is calcined by heat and 

; air. 

* Hydrargyrum calcinatum. 
Mercwrius calcinatus. ZL. 8S. 
Mercurius preecipitatus per fe. L. 

COMPOSITA. 

* Pilule ex hydrargyro calcinato. 

Pilule fyphilitice. Pharm. Nofoc. 
Sti Thome 

Pilulz ex mercurio calcinato. G. 

Pilule ex mercurio calcinate ano- 
dynz. G. 

Iv. PREPARATIONS where the mer- 

| _ cury is partly divided and 

diffolved. 

LADY. fugar candy, or faccharine 
compofitions; fuch as con- 
ferva rofaruin, cynofbati,é&c, 

* Saccharum hy drare ry Tatum. 

Composita. | 

* Bolus ex bydrarg rgeyro facebarato. 

Bolusceruleus. Th. 
Bolus mercurialis. G. 
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2, Honey, 
* Mel hydrargyratum., 
ComposiIrTA. 
Pilule AAthiopice. .£. cieueae 


Pilule mercuriales purgantes. 
&. Paup. ° 
Pilule Bellofti. 


3. Mercury. combined with fil- 
phur, (fowers of brimftone). 
* Hydr arg yr m fulphur aug. 


a. By fimple trituration or fufion. ~ 


* Hydrargyrum fulphuratum nigrum. 
4Ethiops mineralis. 0. 
CoMPOSITA. 
Pulvis ZEthiopicus. 
b. By fublimatien. 
we fydrargyrum Sulpburatum rubrum. 
Cinnabaris faGitia, feu artificia- 
hiss “\O. 
. COMPOSITA. 
Pulvis antilyffus Sinenfis. 0. 
4. Mercury combined with ful- 
phur of antimony. 
a. By fimple trituration. 
* Sulpbur antimontt bydrargyratum ni- 
Qrum. 
féthiops antimonialis. 0. 
CoMPOSITA. 
Pilula Aithiopice. 
b. By fublimation. 
Sulphur antimonit hydrargyratum rus 
brum. 
Cinnabaris antimoni. 0, 
CoMPOSITA. 
Bolus Cinnabarinus. G. 
5, Mercury combined with ful- 
phur by precipitation. 


#. D. 


[See below under the Preparations with 


the Vitriolic Acid. | 


V.PREPARATIONS where the mer- 


cury is reduced tothe form 
of a metallic falt or calx by 
acids. “ 

1. Acid of fuet. 2. Acid of commen 
falt. 3. Acid of fugar, . 4.° Acid 
ef amber: 5. Acid of arfenic. 

~ 6. Acid of wood-forrel. (7. Acid 
of phofphorus. 8. Acid of vitriol. 
9. Acid of fugar of milk. 10. Acid 
of tartar. If: Acid of citron or 
lemon. 12.Acid of nitre. 13.A- 
cid of fluor mineral. 14. Acid of 
vinegar. 315. Acid of borax. 16. 
Acid of Berlin blue. 17. Aérial 
acid. 
1. Mercury combined with acid 
of fuet (acidum febi. ) 
Hy- 
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Hydrargyrum febinum. 

2. Mercury combined with the 
muriatic acid; or acid of 
common falt. 

a. Hydrargyrum muriatum. 
# Hydrargyrum ye fublimation, 
muriatum for- or 

tius. By precipitation. 

Mercurius fublimatus corrofi- 

vus. 0. 

Mercurivs fublimatus albus. 0. 

Mercuriuscorrofivus albus. S.Z. 

Mercurius corrofivus via humida 
paratus. Monnet. 

CoMPOSITA. 
Solutio fublimati fpirituofa of 
Van Swieten. 
Solutio mercurii fublimati cor- 
rofivi. JZ. 
Mixtura mercurialis. 8. 
Mercurius fublimatus folutus. 
G. 
* Solutio bydrargyri falitt foriioris 
aquofa. 
Pilulas e mercurio corrofivo al- 
bos: S. 

Letio Jyphilitica fava, (lotto ex by- 
drargyre muriato fortiort. ) 
Aqua phagedxnica. 0. 
Liquor mercurialis. 4. 
Lotio mercurialis. TA. 

Solutio fublimati balfamica. 
Plenck. 

4 Liquor ad condylomata. 

Aqua cauftica procondyloma- 
tibus. Plenck. 

b. Calx hydrargyri muriata; i. &. 
the calx of mercury united 
with fome muriatic acid. 

By fublimation. 

Pg Hydrargyruw muriatum Mmitia. 
Mercuriusdulcis abparione 
paratus. O. 
Mercurius dulcis fublimatus. 


Calninel feucalomelas. JZ. 

Aquila alba. 

Panacea mercurialis. 

Mercurius dulcis lunaris. Schroe- 

der. 
COMPOSITA. 
Bolus mercurialis. £._ 
Bolus jalappe cum mercurio, 
LTbid. 

Bolus rhei cum mercurio. - Whi 
Pilulz calomelanos. G. 
Pilule plummeri. £._ 
Piule alterantesPlummeri.O. 
Pilula depurans. Té. 
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Pulvis Plunmmeri. | 
Pilule raercuriales acbaatia 
A: 
Pilulz catarrhales purgantess. 
Bes 
Pilulz laxantes cum mercurio) 
Ibid. | 
Pulvis e feammonio cum mers 
curia. Th. 
* Lotio Jyphilitica nigra, (lotio ex byy 
drargyro muriato mitiori. J 
Letio mercurialis, G. 
By precipitations 
a. From its folution in nitrous 
acid by commen falt. 
* Calx bydvargyra muriata Scheelii. 
Merccurius precipitatus dulcis. 
ef Scheele, (the inventor) 
b. From its folution iw muriatic: 
acid by vegetable alkali. 
Mercurius precipitatus albus. 
c, From its folution in muriatic a-« 
cid by mineral alkali. 
Mercurius precipitatus albus... 
d. From its folution in muriatic a-- 
cid by volatile alkali. 
Mercurius precipitatus albus.. 
“dh < 
€. From i its folution in muriatic a=: 
cid by copper. 
Mercurius precipitatus viridis.. 


COMPOSITA. 
Unguentum e mercurio precipi-. 
tato.' £4. 
Linimentum mercuriale. E. 
Paup. 


‘With the acid of fugar. 
Hydrarg. faccharatum. Berg- 
Man 
With the acid of amber. 
Hydrarg. fuccinatum. oe 
_ man. 
With the acid of arfenic. 
Hydrarg. arfenicatum. Berg- 
; Man. 
With the acid of wood forrel, 
(oxalis acetofella Linnei). 
Hydrargyrum oxalinem. Berg- 
Wan. S 
With phofphoric acid. =e 
Hydrargyrum peorehorstun 
_ Bergman. | 
By, precipitation from its folution : 
in the nitrous acid by re- 2: 
cent urine. : 
Rofa mineralis, 0. 
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8. With the vitriolic acid. 
* a. Hydrargyrumovitriolatum. 
Vitriolum mercurii. 9. 
Oleum mercurii. O. 

b. Calx hydrargryi vitriolata (flava. ) 
Turpethum minerale. 0. 
Mercurius emeticus flavus. Z. 
Mercurius flavus. £. 
Mercurius precipitatus luteus. 


Turpethum nigrum. 0. 
c. Mercury precipitated from its 
folution in nitrous acid by 


hepar fulphuris or hepar | 


calcis, 
Mercurius precipitatus niger. 


0. 
_ 9. With the acid of fugar of 
milk 
10. With the acid of tartar. 
a. Hydrargyr. tartarifarum. Berg- 
Fait» 
b. With purified tartar, common- 
ly called cream of tartar, (veg. 
alkali fuperfaturated with the a- 
cid of tartar), 
* Tartarus hydrargyratus. 
Terre fuilletee mercurielle of 
Dr Prefxvin,(the inventor.) 
c. Mercury precipitated from its 
folution in nitrousfacid by the 
acid of tartar. 
* Calx bydrargyri tartarifata flava ; 
vulgo, Pulvis Conftantinus. 
d, Mercury precipitated from 
its folution in muriatic and 
_tartarous acid by fixed ve- 
getable alkali. 
* Calx bydrargyri tartarifata alba ; 
eulgo, Pulvis ar genteus. 
Ir. With the acid of citron. 
Hydrargyrum citratum. Berg- 
HAN. | 
12. With the acid of nitre. 
* Hydrargyrum nitratum. 
A. Simply diffolved. 
* Acidum nitri hydrargyratum. 
Solutio mercurii. £.. 
Composita. 
Unguentum citrinum E. A. S. 
B. Evaporated and calcined by fire. 
* HHydrargyrum nitratum rubrum. 
Mercurius corrofivus ruber. 
b.. 2. 
Mercurius precipitatus ruber, 
0. 


Pulvis principis. 0. 
Mercuriuscorallinus. LZ, 
Mercurius tricolor. 0. 
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Panacea mercurii. O. 

Arcanum corallinum. 0. 

Panacea mercuril rubra. 0, 
ComPOSITA. 

Balfamus mercurialis. Plenck. 

Unguentum ophthalmicum. St. 


2.05 


Tver. 
Baifamum ophthalmicuws ru- 
brum. JD. 


Unguentum precipitatum. G. 
Unguentum ad lippitudinem. 


Ze, 

Unguentum mercuriale ru-. 
brum. D. 

Unguentum pomatum rubrum. 
Dz. 


C. Precipitated from its folution in 
nitrous acid. 
a Ry volatile alkali. 
* Hydrargyrum nitratum cinereus 
Pulvis mercurii cinereus. £. 
Turpethum album. 0. 
Mercurius precipitatus 
0. 
ComposiItTa. 

Dr Ward’s white drops, (mers 
cury precipitated by nitrous 
acid, and rediffolved by fal 
ammoniac). 

Vegetable fyrup. 

Syrup de Bellet. 

b. By vinous volatile alkali, ({pi- 
ritus falis ammoniaci vino- 
fus). 

Turpethum nigrum. 
Mercurius precipitatus niger. 
c. By fixt vegetable alkali. 
Mercurius precipitatus fufcus. 
Wurtz. 

d. By Copper. 

sae preecipitatus viridis. 


dulcis. 


+3: With’ the: acid of fpar, (fluor 
mineralis. ) 
Hydrargyrum fluoratum. 
Mate 
14. With the acid of vinegar. 
Hydrargyrum acetatum. 
WAN « 
ComposiTa. 
Troches or pills of Key/er. 
15. With the acid of Borax, | 
Hydrargyr. » boraxatum. 
aH « 
16. With the acid of Berlin blue. 
17, With the acid of Molyb- 
deena. 
18. With the acid of tungftone. 
19. With the aérial acid, (fixt air). 


Vo 


Berg- 


Fierg-. 


Berg- 
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Hydrargyrum acratum. Derg- 


wan. 


Notwithfanding this immenfe 
number of mercurial preparations, 
there is reafon to believe, that every 
ufeful purpofe to be anfwered by 
merciry may be obtained from a 
very few. The mercurial prepara- 
tiotisin general, with a view to their 


ufe both externally and juternally,, 


may be divided into two great claf- 
fes, the mild and the acrid. Almott 
every purpofe to be anfwered by the 
former, may be rye tingle by 
the unguentum hydrargyri and pi- 
Juice ex hydrargyro of the London 
and Edinburgh pharmacopoeias ; 
while moft of the effects to ‘be ob- 
tained from the latter may be de- 
rived from the proper ufe of thofe 
preparations, hitherto generally 
known under the title of Calomel 
and Corrofive Sublimate Mercury. 
The marks of pure mercury are, 
irs'ylobules not lofing their {pherical 
figure when poured on wood ; its 
not communicating a tinge to wa- 
‘ter, or fweetnefs to vinegar, when 


rubbed with them ; tts evaporating . 


entirely in an iron fpoon over the 
fice ; and its having a fhining ap- 
pearance without any pellicleon its 
furface. Mercury is beft purified by 
diftillation in an iron por, with along 
neck bent andimmerfed in Vinegar. 

Ouickfilver has fometimes been 
ufed in its pure metallic flate, with 
the view of removing obftruGion in 
the alimentary canal, from an idea 
thar it would operate by its weight. 
Bur ir is feldom attended with a 
good effect, and fometimes it muft 
do harm. Ae 

W hole volumes have been written 
refpecting its operation and ufe in 
different difeafes, and particularlyjin 
venereal affections. Some refer its 
operation to an evacuant power, o- 
thers to its operating as a peculiar 
ftimulus, and a third fet to its pof- 
feling a.power of deftroying or 
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neutralizing the venereal virus. © 
thefe opinions, the latter is the mo) 
generally received, and perhaps th’ 
beft founded.- But for a more ful) 
vie w of the controverfy, we may re 
fer our readers to late publicatiom 
onthe venereal difeafe, and on meri 
cury, by Mr. John Hunter, D) 
Schwedianer, and Dr Duncan. | 

In virulent gonorrhoea, it) ij 
donbted’ whether mercury “be ned 
celfary. This difeafe is common) 










treated like any fimilar meee A 


tion ; and the chief things attendee 
to are cleanlinefs of the parts, a re: 

ular belly, and an abitinence from 
every thing ftimulant in food, drink« 
&c. . An injection of oil with calo» 
mel, or white precipitate, is mucl! 
ufed, and fome prefer a watery fo) 
lution of opium. The more active: 
injections have fometines very dif f 
apreeable confequences. 

W hea the conftitution is affefted } 
which is known by ulcers on the 
glans, buboes, ulcers in the mouth 
or throatyc ppper- -coloured {pots andé 
ulcers onthe furface, nodes, &c. 
mercury is thrown into tle body; 
either by friction or by the mouth. 
The general rule is, to keep up a 
flight forenefs of the gums for fomer 
fhort time after the fymptoms dif-: 
appear ; at the fame time it is to be 
remembered, that mercury ah 
times continues gleets, and induces: 
ulcers, that are difficulrly diftin-- 
guifhed from venereal ones ; and 
that thefe laft only yield to warm 
bathing, diaphoretic diluents, opia-- 
tes, country air and milk diet. Cor-- 
rofive fublimate is fometimes ufed,, 
as more fpeéedily arrefting difagree-- 
able, fpreading, or dangerous ul-- 
cers; but the completion of thecurer 
fhould always be trufted: to thes 


-inild preparations alone. Mercury is: 


alfoufed in rabies canina, i in WOrMS,, 
in hydrocephalus i internus, in teta-- 
nus, and is by fome confidered as an’ 
antidote to the variolous matter. 
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HYDROLAPATHUM [Ed.] 
Radix. 
Ramex aquaticus Lin. 
Water dock ; the root. 
_ The leaves of this dock gently 
loofen the belly,'and have fometimes 
entered decoéctions for removing a 
coftive habit. The roots manifeft 
to the tafte a confiderable aftrin- 
gency ; they form an ink with iron, 
and are celebrated for the cure of 
{corbutic and cutaneous diforders, 
both as exhibited internally and ap- 
plied externally, in ointments, ca- 
taplafms, lotions,aad fermentations. 
Muntingius publifhed a treatife on 
this plant in 1681, in which he en- 
deavours to prove, that our -great 
water dock is the Herba Britannica 
of the ancients: and indeed the de- 
{cription which Diofcorides gives of 
the latter correfponds much with 
the former.’ He therefore afcribes 
to the hydrolapathum all the virtues 
formerly attributed to the herba 
Britannica, particularly recommend- 
ing it again{t the {comme and all its 
fymptoms, | 
Where this diforder is of long 
flanding, fo as not to yield to the 
hydrolapathum alone, Muntingius 
directs acompofition, by the ufe of 
which, he fays, that even the ve- 
nereal difeafe will in a fhort time be 
effectually cured. The compofition 
is formed in the following manner: 
Six ounces of the roots of the water 
dock with two of faffron ; and of 
mace, cinnamon, gentian root, li- 
~ quorice root, and black pepper, 
each threeounces; or where pepper 
is improper, fix ounces of liquorice. 
‘Thefe are to be reduced into coarfe 
powder, and put into a mixture of 
two gallons of wine, with half a gal- 
‘jon of ftrong vinegar, and the yolks 
of three eggs. The whole is to be 
digefted with a moderate warmth, 


for three days, in a glazed veffel. 


clofe ftopped. From three to fix 
- ounces of this liquor are to be taken 
every morning on an empty fio- 
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mach, for fourteen or twenty daysy 
or longer; and this 1s reprefented 
as a moft ufeful remedy in {corbutic 
and venereal affections. | 


HYOSCIAMUS [£d.].Herba, 
semen. 

Hy ofciamus niger Lin. 

Common black henbane ; the herb 
and feeds. 

This vegetable grows in great a- 
bundance in moft parts of Britain: 
it belongs to the natural order of the 
folanaceze comprehending the great- 
er part of the narcotic vegetables ; 
and it has long been confidered as 
one of the moft deleterious of thete : 
but notwithftanding this, there can. 
be no doubt that it proves on many 
occafions a very ufeful medicine ; 
and ‘tis tous matter of great fur- 
prife, that the London college have 
given it no place in their lift, efpe- 
cially as fome of the London prac- 
litioners mention it as’ a remedy 
which they frequently employ with 
much benefir. 

. The {mell of the hyofciamus is 
ng and peculiar; and the leaves 
hen bruifed emit fomewhat of the 
odour of tobacco. This fmell is Rill 
fironger when tlie leaves are burnt; 
and on burning they fparkle with a 
deflagration, fomewhat refembling. 
that of nitre: but to the tafte they 
{how no evident faline impregnation. 
When chewed, they are. infipid, 
mild, and ’mucilaginous; yet when 
taken to any great extent, they pro- 
duce the moft alarming cffe@s. 
They give the appearances of in- 
toxication, attended with wild de- 
liriam, remarkable dilatation of the 
pupils of the eyes, and convulfions. 
It often produces fweat, andfome- 
times an eruption of puftules over 

the furface, and generaily found. 






‘fleep, fueceeded by ferenity of mind 


and recruited vigour of the body: 
but like the other narcotics, inftead 
of thefe it fometimes gives rife to 
vertigo, headach, and general un- 

¢afinefs 





208 


eafinefs. With particularindividuals 
it occafions vomiting, colic pains, a 
copious flow of urine, and fometimes 
purging. Upon the whole, like 
opium, it is a powerful anodyne ; 
and like cicuta, it is free from any 
conttipating effect, having rather a 
tendency to move ‘the belly. 

From thefe operative effects, it is 
not farprifing that hyofciamus thould 
have been introduced into the prac- 
tice of medicine; and accordingly 
it appearsto have been ufed fora va- 
riety of purpofes, both as applied ex- 
ternally and as taken internally, e- 
ven at the earlieft periods of medi- 
cine. Several different {pecies of 
the hyofciamus were than employed, 
as appears from the writings of Di- 
ofcorides and others. Cellus, in par- 
ticular, was very fond of this medi- 
cine; he ufed it externally as a col- 
lyrium, in cafes of opthalmia: he 
employed it topically for allaying 
the pain of toothach; and he gave 
it internally, both with a view of 
mitigating other pains and of pro- 
ducing quiet fleep. rn 
For a confiderable length i 
owever, the wae fell al 
ydifode; but the employment of 
it has of lave been revived by Dr 
Stoerk of Vienna; and it has been 
ufed both by him and by many 
other pragtitioners with the beft 
effedts, parti sularly in thofe cafes 
where an anodyne is requifite, and 
where an objection occurs tothe ufe 
of opium. Accordingly, it is now 
employed in many difeaies, and in 
various forms. It is employed for 
refolving fwelling, and allaying 
pain in cafes of fcirrhus, under the 
form of cataplafin of the leaves, or 
of a plafter made from the oil of the 
feeds and powder of the herb, with 
wax, turpentine, and other articles ; ; 
or of ointment made of the powder 
of the leaves with hog’s Jard. In 
open ulcers, powder of the leaves 
fprinkled on the part has often a 
good effect. . 
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Internally, the hyofciamusischief- 
ly ufed under the form of an extract! 
from the leaves or from the feeds; 
but, contrary to'what happens with 
cicuta, the former appears 'to be the 
moft powerful. This extraét has 
been given with advantages in a 
variety of nervous affections, as ma- 
nia, melancholia, epilepfy, hyfteria, 
eis! in glandular fwellings, in obftr- 
nate ulcerations; and in every cafe 
where it is neceflary either to allay 
inordinate aétion or mitigate pain. 
In accomplifhing -thefe ends, it is 
often no lefs ufeful than opium ; and 
it often fucceeds where opium pro- 


duces very difagreeable effects, par- 


ticularly diftrefling confufion of 
head. The dofe of this extraG muft 
be accommodated to the circum- 
{tances of the cafe and of the patient ; 
and it has been increafed from half 
a grain to half a dram in the day ; 
for like opium, its influence is very 
much diminifhed ty habit. 


HYPERICUM [Lond.] Flos. 
Hyperic erforatum Lin. 
St John’s wort; the flowers. 
This plant grows wild in woods 
and uncultivated places through 
Britain, Its tafte is rough and bit-: 
terifd, and its fmell difagreeable. It 
abounds with an effential oil, which 
is contained in fmall veficles in the 
growing plant. Thefe veficles, 
when viewed, by holding the plant 
between the eye and the light, re- 
femble perforations ; and the effen= 
tial oil itfelf may be feparated to a 
confiderable extent by diftillation. 
Hence there can be little doubt 
that it poifefles active principles. 
Atone period it was much em ploy- 
ed and highly celebrated as a corro- 
borant, diuretic, and vulner ary ; and 
it was particularly extolled in hy-— 
tterical and maniacal diforders. It _ 
was even reckoned of fuch efficacy as 
to have received the name of fuga’ 
demonum ; but for thefe extraordi- 
nary virtues there is probably not 
much. 
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much foundation ; and of late it has 
been fo much neglected as even to 
ead to its omiflion in the laft editi- 
onof the Edinburgh Pharmacopeeia. 

This plant, however, is probably 
not without activity ; and it is re- 


markable that the flowery topstinge | 


expreffed oils of ared colour, which 
very few vegetable fubftances will 
do, and communicate a blood red to 
rectified fpirit. The oil tinged by 
them is kept in the fhops. , 


HYPOCISTIS [ Bruz.] Succus. 

Cytinus hypociftis Lin. 

Hypocittis ; the juice. 

Hy pociftis is a flefhy production, 
growing in the warmer climates 
from the roots of different kinds of 

-cifti. Its infpiffated juice is an a- 
ftringent fimilar to acacia, but fome- 
what ftronger. At prefent it is 
fcarce otherwife made ufe of than 
as an ingredient in fome of the old 
compofitions. 


HYSSOPUS [£d. 

Hyffopus officinalis 
_ Hyifop ; the herb. 
_ Theleaves of hyffop have an aro- 
matic fmell, and a warm pungent 
tafte. Belides the general virtues 
of aromatics, they are particularly 
recomisended in humoral afthmas, 
‘coughs, and other diforders of the 
breaft and lungs; and faid to pro- 
mote expectoration: but folittle de- 
pendence is put upon any property 
of thiskind, that hyfop has now no 
place in the pharmacopoeia of the 
London Cone pe. 


rbd, 













JALAPA aaa: Ed.| Radix. 
. Gonvoloulus jalapa Lin, 
|) Jalap; the root. 

Jalap is the root of an American 
plant, bronght tous in thin tranf- 
verte flices from Xalpa, a province 
f New Spain. The botatiical cha- 
racter of the vegetable which fur. 
nif ihesit are not abfolutely afcertain- 
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ed; hence'the London college have 
given itno Linnzan name. Butin 
the opinion of the beft boranifts it 
belongs tothe genus of convolvulus. 
In the Loudon pharmacopoeia this 
article has the name of ja/lapium ; 
but from the derivation of the name, 
from the authority of the beft bo- 
tanital writers, and from the ex- 
ample of all the other modern phar- 
macopoeias, the term ja/apa or ja- 
lappa, is, we think, to be prefer- 
red, 

Such pieces fhould be chofen as 
are moft compaé, hard, weighty, 
dark coloured, and abound molt with 
black circular ftriae, Slices of bryony 
root are faid to. be fometimes mix- 
ed with thofe of jalap: thefe may 
be eafily diftinguifhed by their 
whiter colour, andlefs compact tex- : 
ture. . This root has no imell, and 
very little tafte upon the tongue: 
but when fwallowed, it affe@s the 
throat with a fenfe of heat, and 
occafions a plentiful difcharge of 
faliva. 

Jalap in fabftance, taken ina 
dole of about. half a dram (lefs or. 
more, according 10 the circumitan- 
ces of the patient) in plethoric, or 
cold phlegmatic habits, proves.an 
effectual, and in genera! a fafe, pur- 
gative, performing its office mildly, 
f{eldom occafioning naulea or gripes, 
which too frequently accompany ‘the 
other ftrong caihartics. In“hypo- 

chondriacal di iforders, and hot bili- 
ous temperaments, it gripes vio- 
lently, if the jalap be good; but 
rarely takes due effect'as a purge. 
An extract made by water purges 
almott univerfally, bart weakly ;and 
at the fame time has a confiderable 
effect by urine: the root remaining 
after this procefs pripes seve ly. 
The pure refin, prepared by {pirit 
of wine occafions moft violent ¢ri- 
pings, and other diftrefling fymp- 


toms, but fearce proves at alleatha 


tic: triturated with fugar; or sip 
—O a] monds 


Z1IO 


almonds into the form of an emul- 
fion, or diffolved in {pirit and mixed 
with fyrups, it purges plentifully in 
a fmall dofe, without occafioning 
much diforder: the part of the ja- 
lap remaining after the feparation 


of the refin, yields to water an ex- - 


tract, which has no effect as a ca- 
thartic, but operates powerfully by 
urine. Its officinal preparations are 
an extract made with water and 
fpirit, a fimple tinture, and a com- 
pound powder. 

Frederick Hoffman particularly 
cautions againft giving this medi- 
cine tochildren; and aflures, that 
it will deftroy appetite, weaken the 
body, and perhaps occafion even 
-death. In this point, the celebra- 
ted practitioner was probably decei- 
ved : children, whofe veffelsare Jax, 
and the food foft and lubricating, 
bear thefe kinds of medicines, as 
Geoffroy obferves, better than a- 
dults; and accordingly innocula- 
tors make much ufe of the tincture 
mixed with fimple fyrup. The 
compound powder is employed in 
dropfy, asa hydragogue purge; and 
‘where ftimulus is not contraindi- 
cated, jalap is confidered as a fafe 
cathartic. 


JAPONICA TERRA. Vide 
CaTECHU. 


JASMINUM [Brun.] Flos. 
Fafminum officinale Lin. 
jafmine: the flower. 

This is a {mall tree, commonly 
planted in our gardens. The flow- 
ers have a ftrong {mell, which is 
liked by moft people, though to 
fome difagreeable: expreffed oils 


extract their fragrance by infufion ;_ 


and water elevates fomewhat of it 

in diftillation, bat no effential oil 

has hitherto been obtained from 

them: the diftilled water kept for 

a little time, lofes its odour. As to 

their medical virtues, the prefeat 
\ 
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practice expeéts not any from them; 
although they have been recom: 
mended for promoting delivery, cu4 
ring ulcerations on the uterus, &c: 


ICHTHYOCCLLA [Lond.] 
Ifing- -glafs, or fifh-glue | 
This isa folid glatinous fabftance 
obtained froma large kind of fiftl 
caught in the feas of Mufcovy7 
The fkin and fome other parts od 
the animal are boiled in water, the: 
decoction is infpiffated to a proper 
confiftence, and then poured ont fc 
as to form thin cakes, thefe are eii 
ther farther exficcated till perfely: 
dry, er cut while foft into flicess 
which are afterwards bent,or rollec 
up into fpiral, horfefhoe, and other 
fhapes. Some allege it confifts o) 
certain membranous parts of filhess 
as the air-bladder, inteftines, &c: 
only cleanfed, dried, and rolled up: 
or twifted. This glue is more emi 
ployed for mechanic purpofes thari 
in medicine. It may be given in the| 
fame magner as the vegetable gums) 
and ncliles ; regard being hac 
to their different difpofition to puz| 
trefcence. | 
It is alfo fometimes emplayed nal 
ternally with a view to its actiory 
as a glue, and is probably the prin. 
cipal ‘conftituent of the black ftiek: 
ing plafter, or court platters as ii 
is commonly called. : 















; 4 
. IMPERATORIA Led. |. Ras 
Gite. 
Imperatoria oftrutbinm Lin. 
Mafterwort ; the root, 
This is a native ¢ of the Alps anc 
Pyrenean mountains, and fome parts 
of Germany, from when e WE are 


{upplied with roots fuper 





rior in aro) 
matic flavour to thofe raifed in ot 
gardens. The fmell of this root ii 
very fragrant: its tafte bitterifh: 
warm and pungent, glowing in the 
‘mouth for a long time after it hae 
been chewed. This root, though 

uit 


pce 


Port il) .% 
undoubtedly an elegant aromatic, is 
nat regardedin the prefent practice; 
and accordingly it has no place in 
the London pharmacopoeia ; but it 
is ftill retained by the Edinburgh 
college, as wellasin moft of the fo- 
reign pharmacopocias. Its flavour 
is fimilar to that of angelica, but 
ftronger. 


“IPECACUANHA [Lond. Ed.] 
Radix. | . 

Pfychotria emetica Lin, 

Ipecacuan ; the root. 

The vegetable from which this 
root is obtained is not with certainty 
determined, any more than that 
furnifhing the jalap; but on the au- 
thority of the younger Linnzeus, in 
the fupplement which he publifhed 
to his father’s work, the Edinburgh 
college confider it, and probably 
with juftice, as being the produce 
of a fpecies of the pfychotria. 

The root is brought from the 
Spanifh Weft-Indies. It is divided 
into two forts, Peruviangand Bra- 
zilian: but the eye diftinguithes 

hree, afh coloured or grey, brown, 

nd white. The afh-coloured, or 

eruvian ipecacnan of the fhops, is 
a fmall wrinkled root, bent and con- 
torted into a great variety of figures, 
tee over in fhort pieces full of 
bvrinkles, and deep circular fiffures, 
uite down toa {mall white woody 
brethat runsin the middle of each 
piece: the cortical part is compact, 
brittle, looks {mooth and refinous 
pon breaking : it has very little 
meJjl; the tafte ss bitterifh and fub- 
erid, covering the tongue as it 
vere with akind of mucilage. The 
all, and fomewhat more 
n the foregoing ; of a 
lackifh colour without, 
nd white within ; this is brought 
arom Brazil. The white fort is 
oody, has no wrinkles, and no 
erceptible bitrerne{s in tafte. The 
irit fort, the afh-coloured or grey 
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ipecacuan, isthat ofually preferred 
for medicinal ufe. The brown has 
been fometimes obferved, even in 
a {mall dofe, to produce violent ef- 
fects. The white, though taken in 
a large one, has fcarce any effect at 


“all: Mr Geoffroy calls this fort baf- . 


tard ipecacuan, and complains that 
it is an impofition upon the publics * - 
Geoifroy, Neumann, Dale, and Sir 





Hans Sloane, informs us, thatthe 
OR 


roots of a kind of apocynum (dogs= — 
bane) are too frequently brought 
over in{tead of it; and inftances are | 
given of ill confequences following 
from the ufe of thofe roots: if the 
marks above laid down, particular- 
ly the afh colour, brittlenefs, deep 
wrinkles, and bitterifh tafte, be 
carefully attended to, all miftakes 
of this kind may be prevented. 
Ipecacuan was firft brought into 
Europe about the middle of laft cen- 
tury, and an account of it publifhed 
about the fame time by Pifo; bur 
it did not come into general ufe till 
about the year 1686, when Helve-- 
tius, under the patronage of Lewis 
XIV. introduced it into practice. 
This root is one of the mildeft and 
fafeft emetics with which we are 
acquainted; and has this peculiar 
advantage, that if it fhould not ope- 


rate by vomit, it paffes off by the o- 


ther emunctories. It was firf{t intro- 
duced among us with the character 
of analmoft infallibleremedy in dy- 
fenteries, and other inveterate flux- 
es, as menorrhagia andleucorrhoea, 
andalfo in diforders proceeding from 
obftructions of long ftanding : nor 
has it lof much of its reputation by 
time. In dyfenteries, it almoft al- 
ways preduces happy effects, and 
often performsa cure in a very fhort 
{pace of time. In other fluxes of 
the belly, in beginning dyfenteries, 
and fuch as are of a malignant 
kind,or where the patient breathes 
a tainted air, it has not been found 
equally fuccefsful : in thefe cafes it 

O2 is 
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is neceflary to continue the ufe of 
this medicine for feveral days, and 
to join with it opiates, diaphoretics, 
and the like. This root, given in 
fabftance, is as effectual, if not more 
fo, than any of the preparations of 
it: the pure refin acts as a ftrong 
irritating emetic, but is of little 
fervice in dyfenteries ; whilft an 
_extra@ prepared with water is al- 
moft of equal fervice in thefe cafes 
with the root itfelf, though it has 
little effect as an emetic. Geoffroy 
concludes from hence, that the 
chief virtue of ipecacuan in dyfen- 
teries depends upon its gummy fub- 
ftance, which lining the inteftines 
with a foft mucilage, when their 
own mucus has been abraded, oc- 
cafions their exulcerations to heal, 
and defends them from the acrimo- 
ny of the juices: and that the re- 
finous part, in which the emetic 
quality refides, is required, where 
the morbific matter islodyed inthe 
glands of the ftemach and intef- 
tines. But if the virtues of this root 
were entirely owing to is mucila- 
ginous or gummy part, pure gums, 
or mucilages, might be employed 
to equal advantage. Water, aflifted 
by a boiling heat, takes up from all 
vegetables a confiderable portion of 
tefinous along with the gummy 
matter: if the ipecacuan remaining 
after the action of water be digeft- 
ed with pure fpirit, it will not yield 
half fo much refin as at firft: fo 
that the aqueous extract differs from 
the crude root only in degree, be- 
ing proportionably lefs refinous, 
and having iefs effect, both as an 
emetic, and in the cure of dytente- 
ries. The virtues of ipecacuan, in 
this diforder, depend upon its pro- 
HONE perfpiration, the freedoin of 
which is here of the utmoft im- 
portance, and an increafe of 
which, even in healthful perfons, 
is generally obferved to Bei eaniatt 
evacuation by ftool. In « lyfenteries, 
the {kin is for the moft part ‘dry 
ae 
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and tenfe, and perfpiration ob- 
{tructed : the common diaphoretics 
pafs off without effect through the 
inteftinal canal : but i ipecacnan, 1i 
the patient after a puke or two be 
covered up warm, brings onapleni 
tifal fweat. After the remoyal o) 
the dyfentery, it isneceflary to cony 
tinue the ufe of the medicine fon 
fome time longer, in order to pre: 
vent arelapfe ; for this purpofe, < 
few grains divided into fevera 
dofes, fo as not to occafion any feni 
fible evacuation, may be exhibiteci 
every day ; by this means-the cure 
is effeatually eftablifhed. Andina 
deed {mall dofes given, even fron 
the beginning, have been ofter: 
found to have better effeéts in tha 
cure of this difeafe than large? 
ones. Geoffroy informs us from 
his own experience, that he haa 
obferved ten grains of. the powde2 
to act as effectually asa fcrupli 
or two; and therefore confine: 
the dofe betwixt fix and. ter 
grains: it has lately been found 
that even fmaller dofes prove a 
ciently emetic. The only officinas 
preparation of this root is a tincture 
madein wine, which accordingl)| 
has now the appellation of vzmum 
ipecacuanhe, both in the Loni 
don and Edinburgh pharmaco) 
peeias. | 
Many ingenious experiments havi 
been made on the fubje& of ipecas 
cuan by DrIrving, for which hi 
obtained the prize medal of thil 
Harveian Society at Edinburgh fo) 
1784. He has afcertained, thad 
while this root contains a oummny) 
refinousmatter, yet that the gumm) 
exifts in a much great: Pproportio) 
than the refinous eee “that thal 
gummy patt is much more power 
fully emeticthan the refinous ; thay 
although the cortical part of th) 
root be more aétive than the ligne: 
ous, yet that even the pure ligneou 
part pofleffes a confiderable emett) 
power; and that the whole of thi 
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root poffefles confiderable influence, 
both as an antifeptic and aftringent. 
To determine whether the emetic 
power of ipecacuan was of a volatile 
or fixed nature, Dr Irving fabjected 
it to diftillation, The water obtain- 
ed by diftillation was found to have 
very little influence; but the decoc- 
tion which remained in the ftill, not 
only operated violently asan emetic, 
but produced rigours, cold {weats, 
and other alarming fymptoms. By 
long continued boiling, the activity 
of the root itfelf is almoft totally 
defiroyed: but Dr Irving found, 
that the emetic property of ipecacu- 
an was moft effectually countera¢ted 
by means of the acetous acid; info- 
much that thirty grains of the pow- 
der taken in two ounces of vinegar, 
produced only fome loofe ftools. 

Ipecacuan, particularly in the 
ftate of powder is now advantage- 
oufly employed in almoft every dif- 
eafe in which full vomiting is indi- 
cated; and when combined with 
opium under the form of the pulvis 
fudorificus, it furnifhes us with the 
moft ufeful and active fweating me- 
dicine which we pofiefs. It is alfo 
often given with advantage in very 
{mall dofes, fo as neither to operate 
by vomiting, purging, nor {weat- 
ing. | 

The full dofe of the powder isa 
{cruple or half a dram, and double 
that in form of a watery infufion. 
The full dofe is recommended inthe 
paroxyf{m of fpafmodic afthma, and 
a dofe of three or four grains every 

norning in habitual afthmatic indif- 
pofition. A dofe of £ or 4 grain rub- 
bed with fugar, and given every four 
hours or oftener, is recommended in 
uterine hemorrhagy, cough, pleuri- 
fy, heemoptoé, &c. and has often 
been found: highly ferviceable. 


IRIS FLORENTINA 
Ed. Radix. 


A [Lozd. 
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Tris florentina Lin, 

Florentine orris; the root. 

Several varieties of iris are culti- 
vated in our gardens on account of 
the elegance of their flowers; ‘but 
the florentine orris is what ischiefly 
employed for’ medicinal purpotes. 
The roots, when recent, have a bit- 
ter, acrid naufeous ratte, and taken 
internally, prove ftrongly cathartic ; 
and hence the juice isrecommended 
in dropties, in the dofe of three or 
four fcruples. By drying they lofe 
this quality, yet ftill retain a fome- 
what pungent, bitterifh tafte: their 
fmell in this ftate is of the aromatic 
kind; thofe produced in the warmer 
climates have a very grateful fla- 
vour, approaching to that of March 
violets: hence the ufe of the Floren- 
tine irisin perfumes, and for flavour- 
ing liquors ; the {hops employ it in 
the white pectoral troches, or ¢ro- 
chifct amyli, as they are now ftyled. 


IRIS PALUSTRIS [£d.] Ra- 
dix. 3 

Tris pfeudacorus Lin. 

Yellow water-flag; the roots. 

This plant grows in great abun- 
dance by the brinks of rivers, andin 
other watery places: the root has 
an acrid tafte; and when freih, is 
ftrongly cathartic. The exprefied 
juice, given to the quantity of fixty 
or eighty drops every hour or two, 
and oceafionally increafed, has been 
productive of very copious evacua- 
tion, after jalap, gamboge, and other 
ftrong purgatives have proved in- 
effeaal ; and it is in this form that 
it is alone ufed ; for by drying it 
entirely lofes its purgative effects. 
But although this article {till retains 
a place in the Edinburgh pharma 
copoeia, and under proper manage-, 
ment might probably furnifh an ufe- 
ful medicine, k it is at prefent 
very little eiialaly 


O 3 juU- 





Ald 
JUGLANS: Ph id: ] FraGus im- 


maturus. 

Fuglans regia Lin. 

Walnut; the unripe fruit. 

The kernel of the fruit is fimilar 
in quality to almonds: the hell is 
afiringent: but neither of them is 
at prefent much employed in medi- 
cine among Britith practiuoners, al- 
though it ftill retains a place in moft 
of the foreign pharmacopoeias, as 
well as in that of the London col- 
here, 


JUJUBA [ Brun.) Bacce. 

Rhamnus zizyphus Lin. 

Jajabes; the fruic. 7 

Jujubes have a pleafant fweet 
tafte. They are recommended in 
an acrimonious ftate of the fluids; 
in coughs from thin fharp deflux- 
jons; and in heat of urine: but 
they are at prefent, among us, a 
{tranger to medicinal practice, and 
even to the fhops. 


JUNIPERUS [Lond. Ed.) Bac- 
Ca, cacuinen, 

Funiperus communis Lin. 

Juniper; ; the berry and top. 

This is an evergreen fhrab grow- 
ing upon heaths aud hilly grounds 
in all che parts of Europe: the 
wood and refin are not at prefent 
made ufe of for medicinal purpofes: 
the berries are brought from Hol- 
~Jand and from Italy, where this 
fhrub is very plentiful. The Ita- 
lian berries are in general reckoned 
the bef, 

aniper berries have a ftrong not 
difagreeable fimell, and a warm, 
pungent fweet tafte, which, if they 
are long chewed, or previoufly well 
bruifed, is followed by a bitterith 
one. The pungency feems to re- 
fide in the bark ;ythe fweet in the 
juice; the aromatic flavour in oily 
veficles, fpread through the fub- 
ftance of the pulp, and diftinguith- 
able even by the eye; and the bit- 


\ 
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ter in the feeds: the frefh berries; 
yield, on expreflion, a rich, fweet,, 
honey-like, aromatic juice ; ‘if pre-- 
vioufly pounded fo as to break the: 
feeds, the juice proves tart and bit-» 
ter. 

Thefe berries are ufeful carmina- - 
tives and ftomachics, and are dinre-- 
tic: for thefe purpofes a compound! 
fpirit and effential oil diftilled from) 
them are kept in the fhops: the li-- 
quor remaining after the diftillation: 
of the oil, paffed through a ftrainer,, 
and gently exhaled'to the confiftence: 
of a rob, proves likewife a medicine: 
of great uti\ity, and in many cafes; 
is perhaps preferable to the oil or: 
berry it felf: Hoffman is exprefsly: 
of this opinion, and f{trongly recom-- 
mends it in debility of the ftomach: 
and inteftines, and fays it is par-- 
ticularly,of fervice to old people who) 
are fubje&t to thefe diforders, or 
labour under a difficulty with regard! 
to the urinary excretion. ‘This rob) 
is of a dark brownith yellow colour, , 
a balfamic fweet tafte, with a little: 
of the bitter, more or lefs according! 
as the feeds in the berry have been: 
more or lefs bruifed. But perhaps: 
one of the beft forms under which: 
they can be ufed, is that of a fimple: 
watery infufion. This, either by’ 
itfelf, or with the addition of a fmall! 
quantity of pin, is a very ufefull 
drink for hydropic patients. An: 
infufion of the tops has alfo been: 
advantageoufly employed in the: 
fame manner. 


KERMES- [Brun. 7 Oath fuc-: 
CUS. = 

Geceus, quercus, coccifera Pin: 

Kermes ; ; the grains. 

Thefe grains appear, when frefh, , 
full of fmall, reddifh ovula, or ani-. 
malcules, of ‘which they are the ni-. 
dus. On expreflion, they yield a: 
red juice, of a bitterifh, fomewhat! 
tough and pungent tafte, and a not! 
unpleafant fmell : this is brought to: 

ug | 


Paelk: 
us from the fouth of France. The 
grains themfelves are cured by 
fprinkling with vinegar before ex- 
ficcation : this prevents the exclofi- 
on of the ova, and kills fuch of the 
animals as are already hatched ; o- 
therwife, they change into winged 
infect, leaving the grain an empty 
hofk. Sad, 

Kermes,confidered asa medicine, 
is a grateful, very mild reftringent, 
and corroborant. In this light it 
was looked upon by thegGrecks ; 
the Arabians added a cordial vir- 
tue : European writers alfo have in 
general recommended it for exhila- 
rating the fpirits, and againft pal- 
pitations of the heart: they have 
alfo been particularly recommended, 
but without any good foundation, 
for promoting birth, and preventing 
abortion. I have known, fays Geof- 
froy, many women, who had never 
reached the endiof pregnancy, made 
joyful mothers by the ufe of pills 
compofed of kermes, germin. ovor. 
exficcat. and confectio de hyacintho 
(a compofition containing fome ve- 
getable aftringents and aromatics, 
together with gold and filver leaf, 
four precious ftones, and other in- 
gredients of lefs value:) three of 
thefe pills muft be taken for the firt 
dofe, and thisrepeated three times, 


at the interval of twoorthree hours; . 


after which three pills more are to 
be taken every morning on thethree 
laft days of the moon in every 
month till delivery. Notwithftand- 
ing this affertion, we conceive our 
readers will with us believe, that 
neither the kermes nor its auxili- 
aries are te be much depended on. 


KINO [Lond. Ed.] Gummi-re- 
fina. 
Gummi rubrum aftringens Gambi- 
enfe. ie 

Kino; the gum-refin. 

Kino was firft recommended to 
the attention of medical pradtition- 
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ers by Dr Fothergill, as being a very 
ufeful vegetable aftringent; and in 
the hands of other practitioners it 
has been fo far found to anfwer the 
character he gave of it, that it is 
now in very commonufe. Ithasa 
confiderable refemblance tothe cate- 
chu; but is much more of a re- 
finous nature, and of a firm tex- 
ture: it is alforedder and more a- 
ftringent; its watery folution more 
decompofable by acids, and its ink 
lefs permanent. Its colouring and 
a{ftringent matter are more perfectly 
taken up by fpirit than by water, — 
though water readily enough ex- 
tracts a coniiderable fhare of both, 
Itisufedas an aftringent in diarrhoea 
hemorrhagies, &c. In proof f{pirit 
it forms an elegant tincture ; and it 
is a principal ingredient in the pul- 
vis {typticus and fome other officinal 
compofitions. 


LAC [Ro/fs.j 

Milk. 

Milk is a fecretion peculiar to 
women,the females of quadrupeds, 
and of the cetaceous fifhes. It may 
be confidered asa kind of emulfion, 
confifting of butter, cheefe, and 
whey; the whey containing a mu- 
cilaginous fugar, which keeps the 
butter and cheefe inunion with its 
water; arid it is from this iugary 
part that milk is fubjedt tothe vi- 
nous fermentation, as in the Ruf- 
fian koumis, a vinous liquor made 
of mares milk, and recommend- 
ed in phthifis and cafes of weak- 
mefsig?, 44 if 
New milk mixes uniformly with 
common water, the mineral chaly- 
beate waters, wines, and male li- 
quors that are not acid, weak vi- 
nous fpirits, folutions of fugar, 
foaps, and neutral falts; but not 
with oils expreffed or diftilled, A- 
cids both mineral and vegetable co- 
agulate it; as alfo do fixt and vo- 
latile alkalies, and highly rectified 

O 4 {pirit 











2.16 
fpirit of wine: the ctrd made by | 
acids is in part refolved again by al- 
Kaline liquors; as that made by al- 
kalies likewife is by acids. Neutral 
falts, nitre in particular, preferve it 
from coagulating fpontaneouily; and 
likewife render it lefs ealily coagu- 
lable by acids. 

The human milk is the fweetett 
of the liquors, and. that of afles 
Next to it: this os is the moft di- 


| There remained 


Upon evapo- 
| of dry matter 


rating twelve 





_ OUnCES of- 
| drams, 
Cows milk . 
Goats milk es 
Human milk 2% 
Affes milk Ag 


The faline fubftance obtained 
from affes milk was white, and 
{weet as fugar; thofe of the others 
brown or yellow, and confiderably 
lefs {weet; that of cows milk, the 


leaft {weet of all. It appears there-_ 


fore, that affes milk contains more 
ferum, and much more of a fac- 
charine faline matter than thofe of 
cows and goats; and thar the two 


latter abound moft with undctuoas 


grofs matter: hence thefeare found 
to be moft nutritious, whilft the firft 
proves moft effectual as an aperient 
and detergent. 

The infpiffated refidanm of milk, 
digefted with about as much water 
as was wafted in the evaporation, 
yields an elegant kind of whey, 
more agreeable in tafte, and which 
keeps betterthan that made in the 
common manner. This liquor pro- 


motes the natural fecretions in gen 


neral; and, if its ufe is duly,conti- 
nued, does good fervice in fcorbntic 
and other diforders. M 


in the milk of the fame animal, 
according to its different aliment. 
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lute of them all; on fuffering it tor 
_ coagulate fpontaneoutly, the curd} 
fcarce amounted to two drams from 
twelve ounces, whilft that of cowssi 
milk was five times as much: the 
coagulum of affes milk, even when 
made by acids, forms only into fine: 
light flakes, which fwim in the fe-- 
rum ; that of goats milk concretes’ 
into more ath path maffes, which 1 


fink. 


From whjeh \ water extracted a ate 
faline fub{lance amoanting;whemy 
exficcated, to 

. — 


: ‘ es a wi 


; | 
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Diofcorides relates, that the mille | | 
of goats, who feedon the feammony | 
plant and {purges, proved cathartic: 
and examples are given im the Acta 
Haffnienfia of bitter milk from the 
animal having eaten wormwood. 
It is a common obfervation, that 
cathartics and fpirituons liquors 
given toa nurfe, affect the child: 
and that the milk of animals feeding 
on green herbs, ismuch more dilute 
than when they aré fed with dry 
ones. Hoffman, from whom moft 
of the foregoing obfervations are 
taken, carries this point fo far, as: 
to dire the animal to be dieted 
according to the difeafe for which 
its milk is to be drank. 


LACCA [Suec.] Gummi refina, 

Croton lacciferum Lin. 

Lac the gum refin. 

This isa fort of wax of a. red 
colour, collected in the Eaft-Indies 
by certain infects, and depofited on — 


_ fticks faftened for that purpofe in 
There are confiderable differences: 


the earth. Itis brought over, ei- 
ther adhering to the flicks, or in 


fmall tranfparent grains, or in femi- 


tranf{parent 


Fart Li 
tranfparent flat cakes : the firft is 
called flick Jac, the fecond /eed Lac, 
and the third /he///ac.. On break- 
ing a piece of ftick lac, it appears 
compofed of regular cells like the 
honeycomb, with fmall corpufcles 
of adeep red colour lodgedin them: 
thefe are the young infedts, and to 
thefe the lac owes its tincture ; for 
when freed from them, its colour is 
very dilute. The fhelland feed lacs, 
which do not exhibit any infects or 
cellular appearance upon breaking, 
are fuppofed to be artificial prepara- 
tions of the other: the feed fort is 
faid to be the ftick lac bruifed and 
robbed of its more foluble parts; and 
_the fhell to be the feed Jac, meited 
and formed into cakes. The ftick 
lac therefore is the genuine fort,and 
ought alone to be employed for me- 
dicinal purpofes. This concrete is 
of great efteem in Germany, and 
other countries, for laxity and {pon- 
ginefs of the gums, proceeding from 
cold, or a fcorbutic habit : for this 
ufe the lac is boiled in water, with 
the addition of a lithe alum, which 
promotes its folution.: or a tinéiure 
is made from it with rectified fpiric. 
This tincture is recommended alfo 
internally in the fluor albus; andin 
rheumatic and fcorbutic diforders : 
ithas a grateful fmell, and a not 
unpleafant, bitterifh, aftringent 
tafte: The principal nfe of lac a- 
mong us is in certain mechanic arts 
as a colouring drug, and for mak- 
ing fealing wax. 


LACTUCA SATIVA [Brun.] 
Folia, femina. 

Ladiuca fativa Lin. 

Garden lettuce; the leaves and 
feeds. 

The feveral forts of garden letta- 
ces are very wholefome, emollient, 
cooling falad herbs, eafy of digef- 
tion, and fomewhat loofening the 
belly. Mott writers fappofe that 
they have a narcotic quality ; and 
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indeed, in many cafes, they contri- 
bute to procure reft ; this they cffe& 
by abating heat, and relaxing the 
fibres. The feeds are in the num- 
ber of the four leffer cold feeds. 


LaGuca virofa Lin. 

Strong {cented wild lettuce. 

This plant, which is indigenous 
in Britain, and grows infome places 
in confiderable abundance, differs 
very eflentially in its qualities from 
the garden lettuce. Although it 
has not been introduced into any of 
the modern pharmacopoeias, yet it 
has of late been highly extolled for 
fome purpofes in medicine, 

It {inells ftrongly of opium, and 
refembles it in fome of its effects ; 
and ifs narcotic power, like that of 

the poppy heads, refides in its mil- 
ky juice. An extract from the ex- 
prefled juice is recommended in 
{mall dofes in dropfy. In dropfies 
of long ftanding, proceeding from 
vifceral obftructions, it has been gi- 
ven to the extent of half an ounce 
a-day. Itis faid to agree with the 
ftomach, to quench thirft, to be gen- 
tly laxative,powerfully diuretic,and 
fomewhat diaphoretic. Plemtifal di- 
lution is allowed during its opera - 
tion.» Dr Collin of Vienna afferts, 
that out of 24 dropfical patients, all 
but one were cured by this medicine. 


LADANUM [Lond.] ine 

Ciffas creticus Lin, 

Ladanum, the gum refin. 

This refin is faid to have been 
formerly collected from the beards 
of goats who brouzed theleaves of 
the ciftus: at prefent, a kind of 

rake, with feveral firaps or thongs 
of fins fixed to it, is drawn lightly 
over the fhrub, fe as to take up the 
un@ous juice, which is afterwards 
{craped off with knives. Itis rarely 
met with pure, even in the places 
which produce it ; the duft, blown 
upon the plant by the wind, mings 

as 
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ling with the tenacious juice: the 
inhabitants are alfo faid to mix with 
it a certain black fand. In the 
fhops two forts are met with : the 
beft (which is very rare) isin dark- 
coloured almoft black maffes, of the 
confiftence of a foft plafter, which 
grows {till fofter upon being hand- 
led; of a very agreeable {mell, and 
of alight pungent bitterifh tafte : 
the other fort is harder, not fo dark 
coloured, in long rolls coiled up: 
this is of a much weaker fmell than 
the firft, and hasa large admixture 
of a fine fand, which in the lada- 
num, examined by the French aca- 
demy, made up three-fourths of the 
mafs. Rectified {piritof wine almoft 
entirely difflolves pure ladanum, 
leaving only a {mall portion of gum- 
my matter which has no tafte or 
fmell: and hence this refin may be 
thus excellently purified for inter- 
nal purpofes. It isan ufeful ingre- 
dient in the ftomachic platter, 
which is now indeed flyled the ew- 
plafiruim ladani. 


LAMIUM[ Brun.) Herba, flores. 

Lamium album Lin. 

Dead nettle; the leaves and 
flowers. | 

‘This grows wild in hedges ; and 
flowers in April and May. The 
flowers have been particularly cele- 
brated in uterine fluors and other 
female weakneffes, and alfo in dif- 
orders of the lungs; but they ap- 
pear to be of very weak virtue ; 
and they are at prefent fo little ufed 
in Britain as to have now no place 
im our pharmacopoceias. 


‘ LAVENDULA [Lozd. £d.| 
Spice florentes. 
Lavendula [pica Lin, 
Lavender ; the flowering tops. 
‘There are different varieties of 
this vegetable, particularly the nar- 
row and broad leaved. The flowers 
ef both have a fragrant fmell, to 


\ 
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moft people agreeable, anda warm, 
pungent, bitterifh tafte : 
leaved fort is the ftrongeft in both 


ref{pects, and yields in diftillation 


thrice as much effential oil as the 
other; its cil is alfo hotter and fpe- 
cifically heavier : hence in the fouth- 
ern parts of France, where both 
kinds grow wild, thisis only made 


- fe of for the diftillation of what is 


called oil of fpike. The narrow- 
leaved is the fort commonly met 
with in our gatdens. 

Lavender is a warm ftimulating 
aromatic. It is principally recom- 
mended in vertigoes, palfies, tre- 
mors, fuppreffion of the menftrual 
evacuations ; and in general in all 
diforders of the head, nerves, and 
uterus. It is fometimes alfo ufed 
externally in fomentations for para- 
lytic limbs. The diftilled oil is par- 
ticularly celebrated for deftroying 
the pediculi inguinales, and other 
cutaneous infects: if foft fpongy pa- 
per, diptin this oil, either alone, or 


mixed with thatof almonds, be ap- | 


plied at night to the parts infefted 
by the infects,- they will certainly, 
fays Geoffroy, be all found dead in 
the morning. The officinal prepa- 
rations of lavender are, the effen- 
tial oil, a fimple fpirit, and a com- 
ae tingure. 
LAURUS [Lond. Ed.) Feliam, 

hacca. 

Laurus nobilis Lin, 

Bay ; the leaf and berry. 

The berries of the bay are gene- 


rally brought from the Streights, « 


tho’ the trée bears the colds of our 
own climate. They have a mode- 
rately {trong aromatic fmel], and a 
warm, bitterifh pungent tafte: the 
berries are ftronger in both refpects 
than the leaves, and afford in diftil- 


lation a larger quantity of aromatic - 


effential oil; they yield alfo an almoft 
infipidoil tothe prefs,inconfequence 


of which they prove untuousin the ~ 


mouth. Thefe fimples are warm 
| care 


the broad- 
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carminative medicines, and fome- 
times exhibited with this intention 
againtt flatulent colics, and likewife 
in hyfterical diforders. 

Their principal ufein the prefent 
practice is in glyfters, and fome ex- 
ternal applications. The leaves en- 
ter our common fomentation; and 
the berries, the plafter of cummin: 
they alfo gave name to anclectuary, 
which was little otherwife ufed than 
in glyfters. 


LENTISCUS [Bruz.] Lig- 
num, ~ 

Piftacia lentifcus Lin. 

The lentife tree; the wood. 

This tree or fhrub is a native of 
the warm climates, but bears the 
common winters of ourown. The 
wood is brought to us in thick knot- 
ty pieces, covered with an atfh-co- 
loured bark, and white within, of a 
rough, fomewhat pungent tafte, and 


an agreeable, though faint fmell; 


the {maller tongh fprigs are both in 
tafte and fmell the ftrongeft. This 
wood is accounted a mild balfamic 
reftringent; a decoction of it is in 
the German ephemerides dignified 
with the title of vegetable aurum po- 
tabile, and ftrongly recommended in 
catarrhs, naufea, and weaknefs of 
the ftomach; for ftrengthening the 
tone of the vifcera in general, and 
promoting the urinary fecretion. 
This is the tree which in the 
ifland Chio affords the refin called 
maflich. 


LEVISTICUM [Szuec.] Radix, 
herba, femen. 
“ Ligufticum, levifticum Lin. 
Lovage; the plant, root, and 
feed. 
Thisisalargeumbelliferous plant, 
cultivated withusin gardens. The 
yoot nearly agrees in quality with 
that of angelica: the principal dif- 
ference is, that the lovage root has 
a ftronger fmell, anda fomewhat lefs 
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pungent tafte, accompanied witha 
more durable fweetnefs: the feeds 
are rather warmer than the root. 
Thefe fimples, though certainly ca- 
pable of being applied to ufeful pur- 
pofes, are not at prefent regarded; 
neither of them is directed in ex- 
tem poraneous prefcription, and they 
have now no place in our pharma- 
copoeias. 


LICHEN CINEREUS TER- 
RESTRIS [ Brwz.] oie 

Lichen caninus Lin. 

Afh-coloured ground liverwort. 

This confifts of pretty thick digi- 
tated Jeaves, flat above, of a reticu- 
Jar texture underneath, and faftened 
to the earth by fmall fibres: the 
leaves’ when in perfection are of 
an afh-colour; by age they be- 
come darker-coloured orreddifh. It 
is met with on common and open 
heaths, where it quickly fpreads on 
the ground. Dr Mead informs us, 
that this plant grows in all coun- 
tries, and has been brought over 
from America along with the Peru- 
vian bark: that it is found at alf 
times, but ought to be gathered from 
autumn to winter, as being then in 
its frefheft vigour. 

This fimple is faid to be a warm 
diuretic; but the tafte difcovers in 
it little or no warmth. It is chiefly 
celebrated for its virtue in the cure 
of the diforders occafioned by the 


‘bite of a mad dog. An account of 


the remarkable effects in thefe cafes 
of a powder compofed of the dried 
leaves and pepper was communica- 
ted to the Royal Society by Mr 
Dampier, and publifhed in the Phi- 
lofophical Tranfactions. This pow- 
der was afterwards inferted in 
the year 1721) into the London 
pharmacopoeia, under the title of 
pulvis antilyfjus, at the defire of an 
eminent phyfician, who had grea¢ 
experience of its good efie&ts. Some 
years after the fame pigs ae 
lie 
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lithed and difperfed.a paper contain- 
ing the method of cure, which he 
had in 9 great number of inftances 
conftantly found fuccefsful. In this 
paper the directions were to the fol- 
lowing effect: ‘* Let the patient be 
af iooked to the extent of nine or 
‘ten ounces: and afterwards take 
<a dram and a half of the powder 
<¢ every morning fafting, for four 
«mornings fucceflively, in halfa 
“pint of cows milk, warm. After 
‘“thefe four dofes are taken, the 
“‘ the patient muft go into the cold 
‘¢ bath, or a cold {pring or river, e- 
“<¢ very morning fatiing for amonth ; 
“‘ he muft be dipt all over, but not 
<¢ flay in (with his head above wa- 
ee ter) longer than half a minute, if 
“€ the water be very cold > after this 
*¢ he muft go in three times a-week 
$f fot fortnight longer.”’ In the 
year 1745, the world was favoured 
with a new edition of the Mechani- 
cal Account of Poifons, in which 
we find the fame method of cure 
again recommended, as having, ina 
courfe of thirty years experience, 
never failed of fuccefs; where it had 
been followed before the hydropho- 
bia begun. It is greatly to be with- 
ed, that the efficacy of this medi- 
cine in preventing thefe terrible 
diforders, was proved by incontefti- 
ble facts. Inftances have been pro- 
duced of its proving unfuccefsful ; 
and the many examples of the fata- 
lity of the difeafe which continually 
occur, feem —— either of the 
inefficacy of the maces -or a 
ftrange negligence’ in applying it. 
We thail only farther obferve, that 
Boerhaave, who is in general fuffi- 
ciently liberal in the commendation 
of remedies, ranks this among thofe 
infignificant trifles, which whoever 
depends upon, will find himfelf de- 
ceived; and indeed this opinion is 
now fo general, that this. fpecies of 
the luchen has no as in the pre 
fent editions of our pharmacopogias, 
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and is now rejected from moft 0? 
the foreign ones. 










LICHEN ISLANDICUS [Ed. i 
Her ‘ba. | 

Lichen jal Lin. “a 

Eryngo-leaved, or eatable liver~ 
wort. 

The leaves of this fpecies of li- 
chen are nearly ered, ftiff whendry,, 
and plant when moitt ; ; irregularlyy 
divided into broad diftant fegments,, 
{mooth and ciliated at the margins. 
It is a native of this country. Am 
ounce of it boiled in a pound of wa-- 
ter, and ftrained, yields about feven 
ounces of as thick a mucilage asone: 
part of gum Arabic diffolved in 
three parts of water. The Icelan-. 
ders wle itin diet. It is f{teeped in. 
water to deprive it of its bitternefs 
and cathartic quality, and the pow- 
der of itis made into pottage with 
milk or water. This diet is recom- 
mended in phtifis and fcorbutus ; 
and is faid to be very nourifhing, an- 
tifeptic, and gently laxative. The 


‘Edinburgh pharmacopoeia,however, 


is the only one into which this fpe- 
cies of lichen feems yet to be intro- 
duced: and. we believe that few 
practitioners in Britain have much 
experience of its ufe. If it have 
any, effect, it is probably only aS a 
mild article of diet. 


LIGNUM CAMPECHENESE 
[ Loud. Ed. | 

Heamatoxylum camp echianum Gin. 

Logwood, or Campeachy wood. 

This wood is brought chiefly 
from Campeachy in the bay of Hon- 
duras. It is ufaally in large logs, 
very compact and hard, of a “ted co- 
Jour, and an aft ringent {weet tafte. 
Ir has been for along time ufed by | 
the dyers, but nor till very lately as 
a meciolays a decoction of it, and 
the extra are in ufe in our hofpi- 
tals, and faid to, have proved: very 
ferviceable in diarrhoea, Itfrequent-— 


va 


a id | ‘ 
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_ Ty tinges the ftools, and fometimes 


the urine. The extract is now re- 
ceived into the fhops; and it is 


ee 


found to be a very uleful aftrin- 


gent. 


LIGNUM RHODIUM [ 2o/s.] 
Genifia canarienfis Lin. 
Rofewood. 

This wood or root is chiefly 
brought to us from the Canary 
iflands. The writers on botany and 
the materia medica are much divi- 
ded about the lignum rhodium, not 
only with regard tothe plant which 
affords it, but likewife in their a¢- 
counts of the drug itfelf, and have 
defcribed, under this name, fimples 
manifefily different. This confufion 
feems to havearifen from an opinion 
that the rhodium and afpalathus (an 
article of confiderable efteem among 
the ancients, but with: regard ‘to 
which the moderns are very much 
at alofs) are the fae ; whence dif- 
ferent woods brought into’ Europe 


for the unknown afpalathus were’ 


fold again by the name of rhodium. 
In thofe modern pharmacopoeias 
which admit the lianum rhodium, 
different Linnean namesare at pre- 
fent given to it: Thus the anthors 
of the Difpenfatorium Brunfvicenne 
fuppofe it to be the rhodiola rofa of 
Linnzus; and they may perhaps be 
as near, the truth as the authors of 
the Pharmacopeeia Roflica, 
As to afpalathus, the ancients 
themfelves difagree; Diofcorides 
meaning by. this appellation the 
wood.of acertain fhrub freed from 
the bark, and Galen the bark of a 
root. At prefent we have nothing 
under thisname in the fheps. What 
was heretofore fold among us as af- 
palathus, were pieces of a pale co- 
loured wood brought from the Eaft- 
Indies, and more commonly called 
Malone Ga 


The afpalathus, cdhambour; and 
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lignum aquilae are fuppofed to be 
woodsof the nature of agallochum, 
or lignum aloes, but weaker in qua- 
liry. | 
The lignum rhodium of the fhops 
is ufally in long crooked pieces, full 
of knots, which when cut appear of 
a yellow colour like box, with a red- 
dith caft: the largeft, {mootheft, 
mojit compact, and deepeft coloured 
pieces, fhould be chofen ; and the 
fmall, thin, or pale ones rejected. 

The tatte of this wood is lightly bit- 
terifh, and fomewhat pungent; its 
fmell very fragrant, refembling that 


of rofes : dong kept, it feems tolofe 


its {mel] ; but on cutting or rubbing 
one piece again{t the other, itfmells 
as wellas at firft. Diftilled with 

water, ityieldsan odoriferous effen- 
tal oil, in very fall quantity. Rho- 
diumis at prefent i in eftgem only up- 
on account of its oil, which is em- 
ployed asan high and agreeable per- 
fome in fcenting pomatumsand the 
like, But if we sats reafon from 
analogy, this odoriferous fimple 
might be advantageonfly applied to 
more ufeful pimpolns,; ; tincture of 
it in rectified dpirit of wine, which 
contains in {mali volume the virtue 
of aconfiderable deal of the wood, 
bids fair ro prove a ferviceable cor- 
dial, not inferior perhaps to any 
thing of this kind. 





‘LIGUSTICUM, vide Levis- 


TICOUM, 


dix. 3 

Lilium candidum Lin, 

White lilly; the roor. 

This is cultivated in gardens, 
more for the beauty of its flowers 
than medicinal ofe. The mucilagi- 
nous root is uted by fome in form of 
poultice ; bur it potleffes no advan- 
iage over the poultices formed of 


veoetable farinse.. 


LI- 


LILIUM ALBUM [Ed.] Ra- 
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LILIUM 
[ Suec.| Flores. 

Convallaria maialis Lin, 

Lilly of the valley,or May lilly ; 
the flowers. 

This plant grows wildin great a- 
bandance in woods.and fhady places, 
flowering in May. The flowersare 
faid-'to be cephalic and nervine. 
They have a pleafant {weet fmell, 
which they impart by infufion to 
expreffed oils, and give over in di- 
ftillation both to water and {pirit ; 
burt no eflential oil has been hitherto 
obtained from them. Etmuller fays, 
that the diftilled fpirit is more fra- 
grant than the water. The rootsof 
the wild lilly are very bitter: when 
dgied they are faid to prove a gentle 
errhine ; as are alfo the flowers © 


LIMON, [Loud. Ed.) Succus, 
oortex exterior, et see oulga effen- 
tia didtum. 

Citrus medica Lin. 

Lemon; the juice, outer rind, 
and its oil or effence. 

The juice of lemons is fimilar in 
quality to that of oranges, from 
which it differs little otherwife than 
in being more acid. The yellow 
peel is an elegant aromatic, and is 
frequently employed in ftomachic 
tinctures and infufions : it is confi- 
derably Jefs hot than orange-peel, 
and yields in diftillation with water 
alefs quantity of effential oil : its 
flavour is neverthelefs more perifh- 
able, yet- does not arife fo readily 
with fpirit of wine for a fpirituous 
extract made from lemon peel pof- 
feffles the aromatic tafte and fmell 
of the fubject in much greater per- 
fection than an- extract prepared 
inthe fame manner from the peels 
of oranges. In the fhops, a fyrup is 
prepared from thejuice,and the peel 
is candied; the peel is an ingredient 
in the bitter infufions and wines; 
the effential oil enters the volatile 


aromatic fpirit, or fpizitus amonize 
\ 


. purge without inconvenience. | 
, LI- | 
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compofitus, as jt is now called, and 
fome other formule. 


LINARIA Cire. | Folia. 
Antirrhinum linare Lin. 
Toad-flax ; the leaves. 

This grows wild upon banks and 
about the fides of fields. It is faid 
by fome to bea powerful diuretic, 
whence it isnamed by Tragusherba 
urinalis; by others, to be a {trong 
cathartic, infomuch that Brunfel- 
fius has calledit by a German name 
exprefling this quality /chei/skraut. 
Experience fearcely warrants ei- 
ther of thefe appellations ; nor does 
common practice take any notice 
of the plant. 


LINGUA CERVINA [Braz.] 
Af plenium feolopendrium Lin. 
Harts-tongue: the leaves. 

This plant confifts of a number of 
long narrow leaves, without any 
{talk 
walls, and remains green all the 
year. The leaves have a. roughith, 
fomewhat mucilaginous tafte, like 
that ef the maidenhair, but more 
difagreeable. They are recommend- 
ed in obftru@tions of the vifcera, 
and. for ftrengthening their tone; 
and have fometimes been made ufe 


_of forthefe intentions, either alone, 


or in conjunction with maidenhair, 
or the other plants called capil/ary. 


LINUM Did enmag ae 

[ Rofs.| Herba. ; 
Lined: coterie 
Purging flax ; the leaves. 

Thisis a very fmall plant, not a- 
bove four or five inches high, found 
wild upoo chalky hills anc in dry 
pafture-grounds. Its virtue is ex- 
preffed in its ttle : 


Part IT, 


: it grows upon rocks and old — 


| 


an infufion in — 
water or whey of a handful of the 


frefh leaves, or a dram of them in | 


fabftance when. dried, are faid to 
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LINUM . SATIVUM. [bend 


Semen. 

Linum ufitati ffir mum Lin. 

Linfeed. 

Linfeed yields to the prefs a con- 
fiderable quantity of oil; and boiled 
in water, a ftrong mucilage: thefe 


are occafionally made ufe of for rhe 


fame purpofes as other fubftances of 


‘that clafs; and fometimes the feeds 


themfelves in emollient and matura- 
ting cataplafms. They have alfo 
been employed in Afia, and, in times 
of fcarcity, in Europe, as food ; but 
are not agreeable, or in general 
wholefome. Tragus relates, that 
thofe who fed on thefe in Zealand, 
had the hypochondres much diftend- 
ed, and the face and other parts 
fwelled, ina very fhort time ; and 
that not a few died of thefe com- 
plaints. The exprefled oil is an 


-officinal pepe 


LIQUIDAMBRA [ Brun. ] 
Refina. 

_Liguidambra flyracifiua Lin, 

Liquidamber. 

This is a refinous juice which 
flows from a large tree growing in 


Viginia, Mexico, and other provin- 


ces of America. This juice is at 
firft about the confiftence of turpen- 
tine, but by long-keeping hardens 
into a refin: it is of a yellow colour 
inclining tored, a warm tafte, and 
a fragrant fell, not unlike that of 
ftorax heightened with a little am- 
bergris.. It was formerly of great 
ufe as a perfume, but is at prefenta 
{tranger to the fhops. 


LITHARGYRUS [Ed.] 

Litharge. 

This is a preparation of lead, 
ufually in form of foft flakes, of a 
yellowith reddih colour. If calcined 
lead be urged with a hafty fire, it 
melts into the appearance of oil, and 
on cooling concretes into litharge. 
Greateft part of the litharge met 
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‘With in the fhops, is produced in 
the purification of filver from lead, 
and the refining of gold and filver 
by means of this metal : according 
to the degree of fire and other cir- 
cumftances, it proves of a pale or 
deep colour; the firft has been 
commonly called litharge of filver, 
the other litharge of gold. 


LITHOSPERMUM [Br un. | 
Semen. 

Lithofpermum officinale Lin. 

Gromwell; the feed. 

This is found wild in dry fields 
and hedges. Its feeds are roundifh, 
hard, of a whitith colour, like little 
pearls ; and from thefe circumftan- 
ces have been {uppafed peculiarly 
ferviceable in calculous diforders. 
Their tafte is merely farinaceous. 


LOBELIA [£d.] Radix. 

Lobelia fiphilitica Lin. 

Lobelia ; the root. 

This plant grows in moift places. 
in Virginia, and bears our winters. 
It is perennial, has an erect {talk 
three or four feet high, blue flow- 
ers, amilky juice, and a rankimell. 
The root confifts.of white fibres a- 
bout two inches long, refembles to- 
bacco in tafte, which remains on the 
tongue, and is apt to excite vomit- 
ing. It is ufed by the North A- 
merican Indians as a {pecific in the 
venereal difeafe. The form is that 
of decoétion ;. the dofe of which is 
ordered to be gradually increafed 
till it bring on very confiderable. 
purging, then to be intermitted for 
alittle, and again ufed in a more 
moderate degree till the cure be 
completed. The ulcers. are allo 
wafhed with.the decoétion, and the 
Indians are faid to fyrinkle them 
with the powder of the inner bark 
of the fpruce tree. The fame ftriat- 
nefs of regimenis ordered as during 
a falivation or mercurial courfe. 
The benefit to be derived from this 

article 
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article has not, as far as we know, 
been confirmed either in Britain or 
by the practitioners in Virginia : 
for there, as wellas inthis country, 
recourfe is almoft univerfally had to 
the ufe of mercury; and it is pro- 
bably from this reafon that the 
London college have not received 
it into their lift. It however feems 
to be be an article which, in fome 
cafes at leaft, deferves a trial. 


“LujULA (Lond. | Folium. 

Oxalis acetofella Lin. 

Wood forrel ; the leaves. 

This is a fmall plant, growing 
wild in woods. In tafte and medi- 
cal qualities, it is fimilar to the 
common forrel, but confiderably 
more grateful, and hence is prefer- 
red by the London college. Boiled 
with milk, it forms an agreeable 
whey ; and beaten with fugar, a 
very elegant conferve, which has 
been for fome time kept inthe fhops 
and not unfrequently employed. 


nal 
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? 4, UPRINUS [Bruxz.|. Semen. 


Lupinus albus Lin. 

- White lupines ; the feeds. 
~ "Yhefe have a leguminous tafte, 
accompanied with a difagreeable 
bitter one. They are faid to be an- 


thelmintic, both internally taken. 


and applied externally. Cafpar Hoff- 
man cautions againft their external 
ufe, andtells us(from one of the A- 
rabian writers) thatthey have fome- 
times occafioned death. Simon 
Pauli alfo fays, that he faw a boy 
of eight or ten years of age, after 
taking a dram of thefe feeds in 
powder, feized with exquifite pains 
of the abdomen, a difficulty of re- 
fpiration, and almoft toral lofs of 
voice ; and that he was relieved 
from thefe complaints by a glyfter 
of milk and fugar, which brought 
away a vait quantity of worms. But 
Mr Geoffroy obferves, very jaflly, 


that cither thefe fymptoms were — 


\ 


of the fame quality with t 


owing to the worms, and not to the: 
medicine ; or that thefe feeds, iff 
they have any noxious quality, lofe: 
it, with their bitternefs, in boiling ;; 
fince they were commonly ufed a-- 
mong the Greeks as food, and re-- 
commended by Galen as very whole-- 
fome. : 


LUPULUS. [Swec.} Strobuli., 

Humulus lupulus Lin, 

Hops; the leafy heads. 

Thefe are one of the moft agree- 
able of the ftrong bitters, though 
rarely employed for any medicinal 
purpofes. Their principal con- 
fumption is in malt liquors, which 
they render lefs glutinous, and dif- 
pofe to pafs off more freely by, u- 
rine. aot Jes 
The odour of hops hung in a bed 
has been faid to induce fleep after 
opium had failed. ; 

Hops contain a very confiderable | 
proportion of effential oil; and in 
the mannerin which they are com- 
monly ufed in brewing, this has 
been hitherto almoft entirely loft: 
butof late a propofalhas been made 
for preferving it as it arifes, and re- 
{toring it to the brewed liquor, a 
difcovery well meriting the public 
attention, | | 


LYCOPERDON [Bruz.] 
Lycoperdon bovifta Lin. 

Paffball, or dafty mufhroom. 

This fongas is found in dry pa- 
fiure grounds. It feems tae nearly 

€ aparic 

of the oak ; and has, like it, been 
employed for reftraining external 
hemorrhagies and other fluxions. 
The fine duft, with which it be- 
comes filled by age, has been appli- 
edalfo with the fame intentions. | 


MACIS [Suec.] fuvolucrum nu- 

ots, 10h ate.) Ney ie 
Myriflica mofchata Lin. 
Wises. Gy ie ies 
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Mace is one of the coverings of 
the nutmeg. This {fpice, confidered 
as the fubject both of medicine and 
of pharmacy, agrees nearly with the 
nutmeg. he principal difference 
is, that mace is fomewhat lefs a- 
ftringent, yields to the prefs amore 
fluid oil, and in diftillation a more 
yolatile one: what is called in the 
fhops exprefied oil of mace, is pre- 
pared not from this fpice, but frem 
the nuimeg. Mace was formely an 
ingredient in the officinal fteel- 
wine; andthe exprefled oil is ftill 
an ingredient in the ftomachic and 
cephalic plafters, which are now 
more properly fiyled the Emmpla- 
firum Ladani, and Emplafirum pi- 
cis Burgundica. 


MAJORANA [Lond. Ed.] 
Herba. 

Origanum majorana Lin. 
_ Sweet marjoram ; the leaves. 
_- Marjoram is raifed annually in 
our gardens for culinary as well as 
medicinal ufes; the feeds are com- 
monly procured from the fouthern 
parts of France, where the plant 
grows wild. It is a moderately 
‘warm aromatic, yielding its virtues 
both to aqueous and fpirituous ]i- 
guors by infufion, and to water in 
diftillation. It is principally cele- 
brated in diforders of the head and 
nerves, and inthe humoural afth- 
jmas and catarrhs of old people. An 
effential oil of the herb is kept in 
jthe fhops. The powder of the 
leaves proves an agreeable errhine, 
jand enters the officinal fternutatory 
}powder. | 











MALABATHRUM [Brzaz.] 
Folium. : 

Indian leaf. 

This leaf is of a green colour, 
firm texture, very {mooth on one 
ide, lefs fo on the other, on which 


tswhole length. Itis conjectured 
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tn three remarkable ribs through 


Ko be the leaf a tree which is a 
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variety of the laurus cinnamomum 
of Linneus. Lemery and Pomet 
affirm, that thefe leaves have no per- 
ceptible fmellortafte; Herman and 
others, that they have a very great 
fhare of both: thofe met within our 
fhops have little or no fmell till they 
are well rubbed, when they emit an 
agreeable {picy odour: on chewing, 
they are found extremely mucilagi- 
nous. This drug was formerly ufed 
in medicine as an ingredient in the 
mithridate and theriaca: It is, 
even when inits greateft perfection, 
much inferior to the mace, which 
has been directed as a fuccedaneum 
to it. 2 


MALVA [Loud. Ed.| Folium, 


floss 
Malva fylveftris Lin. 


Mallow ; the leaf and flower. 

Thefe have a fomewhat mucila- 
ginous fweetith tafte. The leaves 
are ranked the firft of the four e- 
mollient herbs : they were formerly 
of fome efteem, in food, for loofen- — 
ing the belly ; at prefent, decoctions 
of them are fometimes employed in 
dyfenteries, heat, and fharpnefs of 
urine, andin general for obtunding — 
acrimonious humours: their princi- 





pal ufeis inemollient glyfters, cata- 


plafms, and fomentations. The © 
leaves enter the officinal decoétion — 

for glyfters, and a conferve was 
formerly prepared from the flowers. 


MANDRAGORA [Suec.] Ra- 
dix. 

Atropa mandragora Lin. 

Mandrake; the root. 

The qualities of this plant are 
very doubtful: it has a {trong difa- 
greeable fmell, refembling that of 
the narcotic herbs, to which clafs it 
is ufually referred; and it belongs 
indeed to the fame genus even with 
the deadly night fhade. It hasrare- 
ly been any otherwife made ufe of 
in medicine than asaningredientin - 
one of the old officinal unguents. 
Both that compofition and the plant 
ae P itfelf 
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itfelf are now rejected from our 
pharmacopoeias ; but it fill retains 
a place in moft of the foreign ones, 
and may perhaps be confidered as 
deferving farther attention, 


MANNA [Loud. Ed.] Succus 
concretus. 

Fraxinus ornus Lin. 

Manna. ; 

Mannaisthe juice of certain trees 
of the afh kind, growing in Italy 
and Sicily. When naturally con- 
creted onthe plantsand fcraped off, 
itis called manna in the tear; but 
if allowed to exude on ftraws or 
chips of wood faitened to the tree, 
* itiscalled canulated or flaky manna. 
The common, or fat manna, is got 
by incifions made after the fponta- 
neous exudation isover, and is in 


larger maffes and of aredder colour. . 


The beft Calabrian manna is in ob- 
long, light, friable pieces or flakes, 
of a whitifh or pale yellow colour, 
and fomewhat tranfparent. The 
inferior kinds are moift, unctuous, 
and dark coloured. Manna is faid 
to be fometimes counterfeited by a 


compofition of fugar and honey, . 


mixed with alittle feammony : there 
is alfo a factitious manna, which is 
white and dry, faid to be compofed 
of fugar, manna, and fome purga- 
tive invredient, boiled to a proper 
confiftence ; this may .be diftin- 
guifhed by its weight, folidity, un- 
tranfparent whitenefs, and by its 
tafte, which is different from that 
of manna. 
Manna is a mild, agreeable laxa- 
tive, and may be given with fafety 


to children and pregnant women :. 


neverthelefs in fome particular con- 


litutions, it aéts very unkindly, . 


producing flatulencies and diftention 
ofthe vifcera; thefe inconveniences 
may be prevented by the addition 
of any grateful warm aromatic, 
Mauna operates fo. weakly as not 
to produce the full efleG of a ca- 
thartic, unlefs taken in large dofes; 
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and hence itisrarely given with this 
intention by itfelf. 1t may be coms 
modioufly diffolved in the purging: 
mineral waters, or joined to the ca- 
thartic falts, fena, rhubarb, or the 
like. Geoffroy recommends acua- 
ting it with a few grains of emetic 
tartar: the mixture isto be divided 
into feveral dofes, each containing 
one grain of the emetic tartar: by 
this management, he fays, bilious 
ferum will be plentifully evacuated, 
without any nanfea, gripes, or other 
inconvenience. It is remarkable, 
that the efficacy of this drug is 
greatly promoted (if the account 
of Vallifnieri is to be relied on) by, 
a fubftance which isitfelf very flow 
of operation, caflia. . And for this: 
reafon manna isan ingredient in the: 
electuary of caflia. 


_MARRUBIUM [Lond. Ed.] 

Herba, ’ 

Marrubsium vulgare Lin. 

White horehound ; the leaves, | 

Thefe havea very ftrong, not dif-. 
agreeable fmell, and a roughifh very 
bitter tafte. Befides the virtues: 
which they poffefs in common with: 
other {trong bitters, they are fup-. 
pofed to be peculiarly ferviceable in: 
humoural afthmas and coughs, the: 
yellow jaundice proceeding from a 
vifcidity of the bile, and other chro-. 
nical diforders. They are doubtlefs; 
an ufeful aperient and deobftruent, 
they promote the fluid fecretions in, 
general, and liberally taken loofen: 


the belly. . 
MARUM SYRIACUM [ Loud, ] 
Herba. os 


Teucrium marum Lin, 
Syrian herb maftich. 
This is a fmall fhrubby plant, 
growing fpontaneonfly in Syria, 
Candy, and other warm climates, 
and cultivated with us in gardens. 
The leaves havean aromatic bitrer- 
ifh tafte ; and when rubbed betwixt. 
the fingers, a quick pungent {mell,, 
which 


. gees 
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which foom affedts the head, and 
eccafions fneezing : diftilled with 
water, they yield a very acrid, pe- 
metrating effential oil, refembling 
ene obtained bythe fame means from 
fourvy-grafs. Thefe qualities fuf- 
ficiently point our the ufes towhich 
this plant might be applied ; at 
prefent it is little otherwife em- 
ployed than in cephalic fnuffs. It 
is an ingredient in the pu/uis frer- 
nutatorigs of the London pharmaco- 
poeia, or pulvis afark compo/fitus, 


MARS SACCHARATUS[£d.] 
~ Steel comfits. 

This article is chiefly made by 
the confectioner ; and, though little 
ufed, has got a place, as being oc- 
cafionally convenient on account of 
its fweet tafte; andicis fonvetimes 
ufed with advantage where chaly- 
beates are indicated. 

A folution of two parts of fine 
fugar in water boiled toa candy 
onfiftence, is gradually added to 
me part of purified iron filings, in 
veflel hung over a very gentle 
e, and-conftantly fhaken, that the 
lings may be crafted over with 
bhe fugar. Starch is previouflv ad- 











Hed, in the proportion of a dram to 


p pound, to prevent the comfit from 
funning into humps. 


| MASTICHE [Loz.£d.] Refina. 
Piftacia lentifeus Lin. 

| Gum maftich. 

| Maftich is a refinous fabftance 
rought from Chio, in fmall, yel- 
with, tranfparent grains or tears, 
i an agreeable fmell, efpecially 
hen heated or fet on fire. This re- 
fais recommended in old coughs, 
Wfenteries, hamoptodgs, weaknefs 
the ftomach, and in general in 
\L debilities and laxity of the fibres. 
jeoffroy direéts an aqueous decoc- 
pn of it to be ufed for thefe pur- 
pfes: but water extracts. little or 
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pthing from this refin ; rectified 


Ba. 


fpiritalmoft entirely diffolvesit: the 
folution taftes very warm and pun- 
pent; it is. not however the bafis 
of any fixed formula. in our phar- 
macopoeias, and is at prefent but 
little employed. 


MATRICARIA [Suec.] Herba 

Matricaria parthenium Lin. 

Common wild featherfew ; the 
leaves. 

This plant. was at one time much 
celebrated as an antihyfteric medi- 
cine; but it is now fo little employ- 
edin Britain, that it has no place 
in our pharmacopocias. 

Simon Pauli relates, that he has 
experienced moft happy effe@sfrom 
it in obftractions of the uterine e- 
vacuations: I have often feen, fays 
he, from the ufe of a decoion of 


matricaria and chamomile flowers 


with a little mugwort, hyfteric com- 
plaints inftantly relieved, the dif- 
charge fucceed plentifully, and the 
patient, from a lethargic flate, ree 
turn as it were into life again. Ma- 
tricaria is likewiferecommended in 
fundry other diforders, as a warm 


ftimulating bitter: all that bitters 


and carminatives can do, fays Geof- 
froy, may be expected from this. 
It isundoubtedly a medicine of fome 
ufe in thefe cafes, though not per- 
haps equal to chamomile flowers a- 
lone, with which the matricaria a-. 
grees in fenfible qnalities, except 
ing in being weaker. ; 


MECHOACANNA, [Bruz.] 
Radix. 

Convoloulus mechoacanna Lin. 

Mechoacan ; the root. 

This is the reot of an American 
convolvulus brought from Mechoa- 
can, a province of Mexico, in thin 
flices like jalap, but larger, and of 
a whitifh coloar. It was firft intro- 
duced into Europe about the year 
¥52.4,a8a purgative univerfally fafe, 
and capable of evacuating all mor-. 
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bific humours from the moft remote 
parts of the body: but as foon as 
jalap became known, Mechoacan 
gradually loft its reputation, which 
it has never fince been able to re- 
trieve. It is neverthelefs by fome 
{till deemed an ufeful cathartic ; it 
has very little fmell or tafte, and is 
not apt to offend the ftomach ; its 
operation is flow, but effectual and 
fafe. Geoftroy affirms, that there 
is fcarce any purgative accompanied 
with fewer inconveniences. It 
feems to differ from jalap only in 
being weaker ; the refins obtained 
from both have nearly the fame 
qualities, but jalap yields five or fix 
times as muchas Mechoacan ; hence 
itis found neceflary to exhibit the 
latter in fix times the dofe of the 
former, to produce the fame effects. 


‘MEL [Lozd.] 

Honey. 

Honey isa vegetable juice, ob- 
tained from the honey comb, either 
by feparating the combs, and laying 
them flatupon a fieve, throughwhich 
the honey {pontaneoufly percolates; 
or by including the comb in canvas 
bags, and forcing the honey out by 
a prefs: the firft fort is the pureft ; 
the latter is found to contain a good 
deal of the matter of which the 
comb is. formed, and fundry other 
impurities: there is another fort 
Rill inferior to the two foregoing, 
obtained by heating the combs be- 
“fore they are put into the prefs. 
The beft fortis thick, of a whitith 


colour,an agreeable fmell,and avery. 


pleafant tafte : both the colour and 
flavour differ according tothe plants 
from which the bees colleG@ it: thar 
of Narbonnein France, where rofe- 
mary abounds, is faid to have avery 
manifeft flavour of that plant, and 
to be imitable by adding to other 
honey an infufion of rofemary flow- 
ers. Honey, confidered as a medi- 
eine, is a very ufeful detergent and 


\ 
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aperient, powerfully promoting the 
. expectoration of tough phlegm : ir 


fome particular conftitutions it has 
an inconvenience of griping or pro: 
ving purgative ; this is faid to be ir 
fome meafure prevented, by previ- 
oufly boiling the honey : This, how: 


ever, with all conftitutions, is by ne 


means effectual ; and the circum: 
{lance mentioned has had fo muct 
weight with the Edinburgh college: 
that they do not now employ it iz 
any preparation, and have entirely 
rejected the mella medicata, fubfti 
tuting fyraps in their place: bu 
there can te no doubt that honey ¢ 
very ufefulin giving form to diffe: 
rent articles, although there be fome 
individuals with-whom it may difa: 
gree. In order, however, to obtain 
the good effects of the honey itfelf 
it muft be ufed to a confiderable ex: 
tent, and as an article of diet. 


MELAMPODIUM [Ed.] vidi 
HeELLesorus NIGER. : 
MELILOTUS [Szec.] Flores 
herba, | ? 
Trifolium melilotus officinalis Lim 
Melilot ; the leaves and flowers: 
_ This plant grows wild in hedge: 
and among corn ; and has likewifer 


for medicinal ufes, been cultivatee 


in gardens. The green herb has ne 
remarkable fmell; when dry, | 


pretty flrong one; the tafte i 


roughifh, bitter, and, iflong chew: 
ed, naufeous. A decoction of thi’ 
herb has been recommended in im 
flammations of the abdomen ; ane 
a decoction of the flowers in the 
fluor albus. But modern praQic: 
rarely employs it any otherwife thay 
in emollient and carminative gly 
ters, and in fomentations, catap 
laims, and the like; and even i) 
thefe not often. It formerly gavi 
name toone of the officinal plafters: 
which received from the melilot 
green colour, but no particular vir 
tue. ny an 


Es 
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MELISSA [Loud. Ed.] Folia. 

Meliffa officinalis Lin, 

Balm; the herb. | 

This plant, when in perfection, 
has a pleafant fmell, fomewhat of 
the lemon kind; anda weak roughs 
qfh aromatic tafte. The young fhoots 


have the ftrongeft flavour ; the flow- 


ers, and the herb itfelf when old,or 


produced in very moift rich foils or 


rainy feafons, are much weaker 


both in fmell and tafte. Balm is ap- 


propriated by the writers on the 
Materia Medica, to the head, {to- 


mach, anduterus; and in all dif- 


orders of thefe parts is fuppofed to 
do extraordinary fervice. So high 
an opinion have fome of the che- 
mifts entertained of balm, that they 
have expected to find in ita medi- 
cine which fhould prolong'life be- 
yond the ufual period. The prefent 


“practice however holds itinno great 


efteem, and ranks it, where it cer- 
tainly deferves to be, among the 
weaker corroborants: in diftillation 


-it- yields an elegant eflential oil, but 


in very fmall quantity; the remain- 
ing deco@ion taftesreughifh, Strong 
infufionsof the herb, drank as tea, 
and continued for fome time, have 
done fervice in a weak lax {tate of 


--the vifcera : thefe liquors, lightly 


acidulated with juice of lemons, turn 


ofa fine reddith colour, and prove 





an ufeful, and to many a very 
grateful drink, in dry parching fe- 
vers. 


MELO [Gen.] Semina. 

Cucumis melo Lin. 

Melon: the feeds. 

Thefe ftand among the four great- 
er cold feeds. They have been 


fometimes ufed, with the others of 


that clafs, as cooling and emollient ; 
but are at prefent little taken notice 
Of) ts 

MENTHA PIPERITIS 
(Lond Ed.| Herba. 

Mentha piperita Lin, 
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-vates it in diftillation. 


gual efficacy. 
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Peppermint ; the leaves. . 
This fpecies of mint grows wild 
in fome parts of England, in moift 


‘watery places, but is much lefs 


common than the other forts. The 
leaves have amore penetrating {mell 
than any of the other mints, and a 
much warmer, pungent, glowing 
tafte like pepper, finking as it were 
into the tongue. The principal ufe 
of this herb is in flatulent colics, 
languors, and other fimilar difor- 
ders; it feems to act as foon as ta- 
ken, and extend its effects through 
the whole fyftem, inftantly commu- 
nicating a glowing warmth. Water 
extracts the whole of the pungency 
of this herb by infafion, and ele- 
Its officinal 
preparations are an effential oil, a 
fimple water, and a fpirit. 


MENTHA SATIVA [Lozd. 
Ed). Herba, 

Mentha [picata. Hudf. Lonv. 

Mentha viridis Lin. Ep. 

Garden or {pear mint ; the leaves. 

The leaves of this mint have a 
warm roughifh, fomewhar bitterifh 
tafte; anda ftrong, not unpleafant, 
aromatic fmell. Their virtues are 
thofe of a warm ftomachic and car- 
minative: in lofsof appetite, naufea, 


continual retching to vomit, and, 


as Boerhaave exprefles it, almoft 
paralytic weaknefies of the ftomach, 
there are few fimples perhaps of e- 
In colic pains; *the 
gripes to which children are fubjett, 
lienteries, and other kinds of im- 
moderate fluxes, this plant frequent- 
ly does gaod fervice. It likewife 
proves beneficial in hyfteric cafes, 
and affords an ufeful cordial in lan- 
guors and other weakneffes confe- 
quent upon delivery. 

The beft preparations for thefe 
purpofes are, a {trong infufion made 


fromthedryleavesin water (which 


is much fuperior to one from the 
green herb), or rathera tinéture or 
extract prepared with rectified {pi- 
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rit. Thefe:poffefs the whole yir- 
itues of the mint: the effential oil 
vand diftilled water contain only the 
aromatic part ; the exprefled juice 
‘only che aftringency and bitterifh- 
mefs, together with the mucilagi- 
mons fubftance common to-all vege- 
tables. The effential oil, a fimple 
avater, a fpirit, anda conferve, are 
kept in the thops, 


MENYANTHES, wide Tri- 
FOLIUM. 


MERCURIALIS [Gen.] Her- 
ba. 

Mercurials annua:Lin. 

Herb mercury ; the leaves. 

. Thefe:ftandamong the five emol- 
Jient herbs; and with this intention 
are fometimes made ufe-of in gly- 
fters. A fyrnp made from the 
leaves, given. in the dofe of two 
ounces, is faid to provea mildand 
ufeful laxative. 

There is anotherfort of mercu- 
rialis growing in woods and hedges, 
avhich, though recommended by 
ome botantic writers as having the 
fame virtues with the foregoing,and 
“as being more palatable, hasbeen 
-found poffeffed of noxious qualities. 

This may be diftinguithed from the 
foregoing, by its being a perennial 
‘plant, Mercurialis perennis Lin, ‘by 
being larger,having itsleaves rough 
and the ftalks not at-all branched ; 
-itiscommonly called dog’s mercury. 


MERCURIUS, vide Hyprar- 
GYRUS, 


MESPILA. Frutius mefpili vul- 
garis 7. B. 
— Mefpili Germanic Lin, 
The medlar tree; its fruit. 
Medlars are f{carce ever made 
nfe of for any medicinal purpo- 
fes. They bave a very auftere .a- 
ftringent tafte, infomuch as not to 
‘be catable until mellowed by keep- 
‘ing. N 
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MEUM [ Brun.| Radix. 
LEthufa meum Lin. 


Spignel ; the root. 
Spignel isan umbelliferous plant,, 


found wild in ‘Italy and the warmer; 


parts of Europe, and fometimes al-. 
foin England. The roots have ai 


pleafant aromatic fmell, anda warm. 
pungent bitterifh tafte: in virtue: 


they are fimilar to the levifticam,, 


from which this root feems todiffer : 
only inbeing weaker and fomewhatt 
more agreeable. It is anufefal aro-- 


matic and carminative, though, att 
prefent fo little regardedas to have: 
no place in our pharmacopoeias. — 


MEZEREUM [Lond. Ed.]| 


Gortex radicis. 


Daphne mezereum Lin. 
Mezeron, or {purge olive ; the: 
bark of the root. 
~Mezereon, although an article:of | 


‘great attivity, has only of Jatehad | 


a place in our pharmacopocias. It: 
is a native of different »parts of 
Europe; it has ‘elegant pale pur- | 
plith or white flowers, fometimes | 
appearing about the endof Janu- 
ary. The root was long ufed in the | 
Lifbon diet-drink,for venereal com- 
plaints particularly nodes.and other 
{ymptoms refifting the ufe of mer- 


coury; ‘but with the compofition of 


this article we were unacquainted, 
till an account of it -was publifhedin 
the Edinburgh Phyfical Effays, by 
Dr Donald Monro of London. 

On chewing it a little, it proves 
very pungent, and its acrimony is 
accumulated ahout:the fauces, and 
is very durable. It is employed 


. chiefly under the form of decoction; 


and it enters the decoétion farfapa- 
rill compofitum of the Londen 


college; batit has alfo been ufed in 
powdercombined with fomreinactive 
one, as that of liquorice root. 


It is 
apt to occafion vomiting and purg- 
ing ; fomuft be begun in.grain-dofes 
and gradually increafed. It is.often 
geally combined with ae 
be 


Part I. 
The bark of the root contains moft 
acrimony, though fome prefer the 
woody part. Mezereon has alfo 
been ufed with good effeéts in tu- 
yours and cutaneous eruptions not 
venereal. 


MILLEFOLIUM [£d.] Folia. 
flores. 
Achillea millefolium Lin. 
' Milfoil ; the leaves and flowers. 

This grows plentifully about the 
fides of fields, and on dry commons, 
flowering greateft part of the fum- 
mer. The leaves have a rough bit- 
terifh tafte, and a faint aromatic 
fmell. Their virtues are thofe of a 
very mild aftringent ; and as fuch 
they ftand recommended in hemor- 
rhagies both internal and external, 
in diarrhoeas, debility, and laxity of 
the fibres, and likewife in {pafmodic 
and hyfterical affections. In thefe 
cafes, fome of the Germans have a 
very high opinion of this herb, par- 


ticularly Stahl, who efteemed it a 


very effectual aftringent, and one of 
the moft certain tonics and fedatives. 


Its virtues are extracted in great 


— perfection by proof fpirit; water 


takes up its aftringency and bitter- 
nefs, but little of its aromatic fia- 
vour ; tinétures made in rectified 
ipirit contain both, though they 
be rather weaker than thofe in 
proof fpirit. 

The flowers of milfoil are confi- 
derably ftronger in aromatic flavour 
than theleaves ; in diftillation, they 
yield a fmall quantity of effential 
oil, of an elegant blue colour, 

The roots, taken upinthe fpring, 
have an agreeable, warm, pungent 
tafte. Dr Grew refembles them to 
contrayerva, and imagines they 
might in fome degree fupply its 
place: this, however, is much tobe 
doubted, fince there is fuch a re- 
markable difference between the 
two, that whilft one retains its tafte 
for a length of time after it has been 
bropght to us from America, the 


Materia Medica. 


ae 5 3 
tafte of the other is almoft loft by 
drying. 


~ MILLEPEDA [Loud. Ed.) 

Onifcus affellus Lin. 

Slaters. 

Thefe infects are feund incellars, 
under ftones, and in cold moift 
places: inthe warmer countries they 
are rarely met with. Millepedes 
have a faint difagreeable {melJ, and 
fomewhat pungent, fweetith, nau- 
feous tafte. They have been highly 
celebrated in fuppreffions of urine, 
in all kinds of obftrudtions of the 
bowels, in the jaundice, weaknefs 
of fight, and a variety of other dif- 
orders. Whether they have any juit 
title to thefe virtues, is greatly to be 
doubted : thus much is certain, that 
their real effects come far fhort of 
the character ufually givenof them. 
Their officinal preparations are,the 
millepedes dried and powdered, and 
a vinous infufion, which is by fome 
held in high efteem in cafes of 
hooping cough. 


MINIUM [Lozd.] Red lead ; 
lead calcined to rednefs. See the 
article PLUMBUM, 


MORSUS DIABOLI [Bruz.] 
Radix, folia. 

Scabiofa fucciffa Lin. ore 

Devil’s bit; the leaves and roots. © 

Thefe ftand recommended as a- 
lexipharmacs, but they have long 
given place to medicines of greater 
efficacy. 


MORUM [Lowd.] Fructus. 

Morus nigra Lin. 

Mulberry ; the fruit. . 

This treeis commonly cultivated 
on account of its fruit, which is ra- 
ther eatd#f for pleafure than ufed as 
a medicine; it has the common 
qualities of the other fweet fruits, 
abating heat, quenching thirft, and 
promoting the groffer fecretions ; an 
agreeable fyrup made from the jaice 
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is kept in the fhops. The bark 
of the roots has been in confider- 
ableefteem asa vermifuge ; itstafte 
is bitter, and fomewhat aftringent. 


_MOSCHUS [Loud. FEd.] 

Maofchus mofchiferus Lin. 

Mufk. 

Mufk is a grumous fubftance like 
clotted blood, found in a little bag, 
fituatred near the umbilical region of 
a particular kind of animal met 
with in China, Tartary, and the 
Haft-Indies: the beft mufk is 
brought from Tonquin, an inferior 
fort from Agria and Bengal, and 
a ftill worfe from Ruffia. 

Fine mufk comes to us in round 
thin bladders; which are generally 
about the fize of a pigeon’s egg, 
covered with fhort brown hairs, well 
filled, and without any appearance 
of having been opened. The muik 
itfelf is dry, with a kind of unctuo- 
fity, of a dark reddifh brown, or 
rufty blackith colour, in fmall round 
grains, with very few hard black 
clots, and perfectly free from any 
fandy or other vilible foreign mat- 
ter. If chewed, and rubbed with a 
knife on paper, it looks fmooth, 
bright, yellowifh, and free from 
grittinefs. Laid ona red-hot iron, 
it catches flame, and burns almoft 
entirely away, leaving only an ex- 
ceeding {mall quantity of light 
greyifh afhes ; if any earthy fub- 
ftances have been mixed with the 
mufk, the quantity of the refidaum 
will readily difcover them. 

Mofk has a bitterifh fubacrid tafte ; 
a fragrant fmell, agreeable at adi- 
 ftance, but when {melt near to, fo 
ftrong as to be difagreeable, unlefs 
weakened bythe admixture of other 
fubftances, Ifa {mali quantity be 
infufed in fpirit of wine in the cold 
for a few days, it imparts a deep, 
bat not red tincture : 
it difcovers no great fell of the 


mufk, is neverthelefs ftrongly im- 


pregnated with its yurtues ; a fingle 
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drop of it communicates to a whole:) 
quart of wine a rich mufky flavonr, , 
‘The degree of flavour which a tinc- + 
ture drawn from a known quantity!) 
of mufk, communicates to vinous li- 
quors, is perhaps one of the beft:) 
criteria for judging of the goodnefs; 
of this commodity. Neumann in- + 
forms us, that fpirit of wine dif-.| 
folves ten parts out of thirty of! 
musk, and that water takes up) 
twelve ; that water elevates its: 
{mell in diftillation, whilft pure fpi- 
rit brings over nothing. 

_ Maofk is a medicine of great: 
efteem in the eaftern countries: a- 
mong us, it has been for fome time. 
pretty much out of ufe, even asa. 
perfume. It appears, however, from 
late experience, to be, when pro- 
perly managed, a remedy of good 
fervice even againft thofe diforders- 
which it has been fuppofed to pro- 
duce. Dr Wall has communicated 
(in the Philofophical Tranfactions, 
n° 474), an account of fome_extra- 
ordinary effects of mufk in convul-' 
five and other difeafes, which have 
ioo often bafiled the force of medi- 
cine. He obferves, that the finell. of 
perfumes is often of differvice, where 
the fubftance taken inwardly, andin 
confiderable quantity, produces the 
happieft effects: that two perfons, 
labouring under a fubfultus tendi- 
num, extreme anxiety, and want of 
fleep, from the bite of a mad dog, 
by taking two dofes of mufk, each 
of which was fixteen grains, were 
perfectly relieved from their com- 
plaints. He likewife obferves, that 
convulfive hiccup, attended with the 
worft fymptoms, were removed by a 
dofe or two, of ten grains: and that 





-in fome cafes, where this medicine 


could not,..onaccount of flrong 
convulfions, be adminiftered to the 
patient by the mouth, it proved of 
fervice when injected as a glyfter, 
He likewife adds, that under the 


quantity of fix grains, he never 


found much effect from it; bur that 
taken 
‘: Ba! 
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taken to ten grains and upwards, it 
never fails to produce a mild dia- 
phorefis, withoug at all heating or 
giving any uneafinefs; that on the 
contrary, it eafes pain, raifcs the 
fpirits, and that after the fweat 


-preaks out the patient ufually falls 
into a refrefhing fleep; that he ne- 


yer met with any hyfterical perfon, 
how averfe foever to perfumes, but 


‘could take it in the form of a bolus, 
“without inconvenience. 


To this 
paper is annexed an account ot fome 
farther extraordinary effects of muflk 
obferved by another gentleman. Re- 
peated experience has fince confirm- 
ed its efficacy in thefe diforders. 
The dofe has fometimes been in- 


-creafed, particularly in convulfive 


diforders, to the quantity of a fcru- 
ple or half a dram every three or 
four hours, with two or three fpoon- 
fuls of the mufk julep between. The 
julep isthe only officinal preparation 
of it. Itis combined with opium 
in tetanus, and with mercury in ra- 


-bies canina. ; 


It is not improbable, that we are 
often difappointed of the good ef- 
fe&ts which this medicine might 
produce, from the mufk with which 
the fhops are fupplied being previ- 
adulterated. 


MYROBALANI. 
Myrobalans, dried fruits brought 
from the Eaft-Indies; their outward 


part freed from the ftone.. 


Five kinds of myrobalans were 
formerly directed as officinals: all 
of them are {uppofed to be the pro- 
duce of the fame tree, but its bota- 
nical defcription is not yet afcer- 
tained. , 


>. All the myrobalans have alow de- 


gree of purgative virtue. They have 
alfo.an aftringent quality, difcover- 
able by the tafte, from their ufe a- 
mong the Indians for tanning lea- 
ther, and from their ftriking a black 
colour with chalybeate folutions: in 
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confequence of this, they are fuppo- 
fed to firengthen the bowels after 
their operation as a cathartic is over, 
Neverthelefs their purgative virtue 
is fo inconfiderable, that practition- 
ers have for along time laid them 
entirely alide with that intention; 
and the college of Edinburgh, as 
well as that of London, has now 
rejected them from the catalogue of 
officinal fimples. 


MYRBHA [Lond. Ed.] Gum- 
m4 refind. 

Myrrh; gum refin. 

Myrrh is a concrete gummy re- 
finous juice brought from the Eaft 
Indies, in glebes or drops, of various 
colours and magnitudes. The beft 
fort is of a brown or reddifh yel- 
low colour, fomewhat tranfparent ; 
of a lightly pungent, bitter tafte, 
with an aromatic flavour, though 
not fufficient to prevent its proving 
naufeous tothe palate; and a ftrong, 
not difagreeablefmell. The medical 
effects of this aromatic bitter are to 
warin and ftrengthen the vifcera: 
it frequently occafions a mild dia- 
phorefis, and promotes the fluid fe- 
cretions in general. i 

Hence it proves ferviceable in 
languid cafes, difeafes arifing from a 


-fimple inactivity, thofe female dif- 
-orders which preceed from a cold,’ 


mucous, fluggifh indifpofition of the 
humours, fuppreffions of the uterine 
difcharges, cachectic diforders, and 
where the lungs and thorax are op- 
preffed by vifcid phlegm. Myrrh is 
likewife fuppofedin a peculiar man- 
ner to refill putrefadtion in all parts 
of the body ; andinthis light flands 
recommended in malignant, putrid, 
and peflilential fevers, andin the 
fmall-pox; in which laft it is faid to 
accelerate the eruption. 

The prefent practice does not feem 
to expect any peculiar virtue from 
myrrh; and it is now perhaps lefs 
employed than formerly. Some late 

Writers 
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writers, however, and particularly 
Dr Simmons in his Treatife on Con- 
fumptions, have beftowed very high 
encomiums upon it, even in cafes of 
‘tuberculous phthifis; and although 
it can by no means be reprefented 
asaremedy much to be depended 
upon, yet there is reafon to believe 
that it has been ferviceable in fome 
cafes. | 

Rectified fpirit extracts the fine 
aromatic flavour and bitternefs of 
this drug, and does not elevate any 
thing of either in evaporation: the 
gummy fubftance left by this men- 
ftruum hasa difagreeable tafte, with 
fcarce any thing of the peculiar fla- 
vour of the myrrh: this part dif- 
folves in water, except fome impu- 
rities which remain. In diftillation 
with water, a confiderable quantity 
of a ponderous effential oil arifes, re- 
fembling in flavour the original drag. 
Myrrh is the bafis of an officinal 
tincture. Tt enters the pilule ex 
aloe et myrrha, the pilula e gum- 
mi, and pilule ftomachice, and 
fome other formulz. But for ob- 
taining its full effects, it muft be gi- 


ven in dofes of half a dram or up-' 


wards; and it is thought to be ad- 

vantageoufly united with a propor- 

tion of nitre, cream of tartar, or 
fome other refrigerant falt. 


MYRTUS [Brun. Bacce. 

Myrtus communis Lin, 

Myrtle; the berries. 

Thisis an evergreen fhrub, grow- 
ingin Italy, and cultivated in our 
botanic gardens. The leaves and 
berries have been fometimes made 
ufe of as aftringents, but not at pre- 
fent rezarded. | 


NAPUS [Brun-] Semen, 

Braffica napus Lin, | 

Sweet navew, or navew gentle; 
the feeds. 

This is a fort of turnip, fown in 
fome of our gardens for culinary ufe ; 


\ 
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the roots are warmer than the com. 
mon turnip. The feeds have a bii: 
terifh tafte, accompanied with | 
faint aromative flavour: abundance’ 
of virtues have been afcribed to them 
as attennuating, detergent, alexi: 
pharmac, andothers; at prefent the: 


are hardly employed in medicine. — 


NARDUS INDICA 
Radix. 

Andropogon nardus Lin. 

Indian nard, or fpikenard. : 

This root, brought from thi 
Ea(t-Indies, is a congeries of fmal! 
fibres iffuing from one head, anc 
matted clofe together, fo as to form 
a bunch about the fize of the finger; 
with fome {mall ftrings at the oppo» 
fite end of the head. The mattec 
fibres (which are the parts chofem 
for medicinal purpofes) are fuppofed 
by fome to be the head or fpike of 
the plant, by others the root: they; 
feem rather to be the remains of the: 
withered ftalks, or the ribs of the: 
leaves: fometimes entire leaves and: 
pieces of ftalks are found among: 
them: we likewife now and then 
meet witha number of thefe bunch-. 
esiffuing from one root. 

Spikenard has a warm, pun- 
gent, bitterifh tafte; and a? ftrong, 
not very agreeable, fmell. Itis{fto- 
machic and carminative ; and faid 
to be alexipharmac, diuretic, and 
emmenagogue; but at prefent it is 
very little employed. 


; 
7 
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NASTURTIUM AQUATIT- 
CUM | Lond. Ed.| Herba. 
Sifymbrinm naflurtiuia Lin, 
Water-crefles; the frefh herb. 
This plant grows wild in rivulets, 
and the clearer ftanding waters; its 
Jeaves remain green all the year, but 
are in greateft perfection in the 
fpring. They have a quick pungent 
fmell (when rubbed betwixt the fin- 
gers), and an acrid tafte, fimilar to 
that of coch/earia, but weaker. As 
to 
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to their virtues, they are among the 
smilder aperient antifcorbutics. Hoff- 
man has a high opinion of this 
plant, and recommends it as of fin- 
‘gular efficacy for accelerating the 
circulation, ftrengthening the vifce- 
ra, opening obftructions of the 
giands, promoting the fluid fecre- 
tions, and purifying the blood and 
humours: for thefe purpofes, the 
expreffed juice, which contains the 
peculiar tafte and pungency of the 
herb, may be taken in dofes of an 
ounce or two, and continaed fora 
confiderable time. The juice is an 
ingredient in the /uccus cochlearia 
compofitus of the fhops. 


NEPETA [Bruz.} Folia. 

Nepeta cataria Lin. 

Catmint ; the leaves. 

This plant is commonly cultivat- 
ed in our gardens, and is fometimes 
alfo found growing wild in hedges 
and on dry branks. It is a mode- 
rately aromatic plant, of a ftrong 
fmeli, not ill refembling a mixture 
of mintand'pennyroyal ; of the vir- 
tues of which it likewife partici- 
pates. 
NEPHRITICUM 

[ Brun.] 

Guilandina moringa Lin 

Nephritic wood. ; 

This is an American wood, 
brought to us in large, compact, 
ponderous pieces, without knots, of 
a whitifh or pale yellow colour on 
the outfide, and dark coloured or 
reddith within: the bark is ufually 
rejected. This wood imparts to 
water or rectified fpirit a deep tinc- 
ture: appearing, when placed be- 
tween the eye and the light, of a 
golden colour; in otlver fituations, 
blue ; pieces of another wood are 
fometines mixed with it,which give 
only a yellow colour to water. The 
nephritic wood has fcarce any {mell, 
and very little tafte, It ftands re- 


LIGNUM 
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commended in difficulty of urine, 
nephritic complaints, and all dif- 
orders of the kidneys and urinary 
paflages ; and it is faid to have this 
peculiar advantage, that it does not, 
like the warmer diuretics, heat or 
offend the parts. Practioners, how- 
ever, have not found thefe virtues 
warranted by experience. 


NICOTIANA [Lonrd.] Folium. 
Nicotiana tabacum Lin. 
Tobacco ; the leaves. 

This plant was firft breught inte 
Europe about the year 1560, from 
the ifland Tebago in America; and 
is now fometimes cultivated for me- 
dicinal ufe in-our gardens; but in 
general imported from America m 
large quantities. The leaves area- 


‘but wwo feet long, of a pale green 


colour whilft frefh, and when care- 
fully dried ef a lively yellowifh caft. 
They have a ftrong, difagreeable 
fell like that of thenarcotic plants; 
and a very acrid burning tafte. Ta- 
ken internally, they prove virulent- 
ly cathartic and emetic, occafioning 
almoft intolerable cardialgic anxie- 
ties. By boiling in water, their vi- 
rulence is abated, and at length de- 
flroyed : an extraét made by long 
co¢tion is recommended by Stahl 
and other German phyficians, asa 
fafe and moft effectual aperient, ex- 
pectorant,detergent,&c.but this me- 
dicine, which is extremely preca- 
rious and uncertain in ftrength, has 
never come intoefteem among us. 
Oflate, however, tobacco, uncerthe 
ferm ofa vinous or watery infufion, 
and taken in fuch fmail dofes.as to 
prodace little effect from its action on 
the ftomach, has been recommended 
to the attention of praCitioners by 
Dr Fowler.. He has found it to be 
a veryufeful and powerful diuretic, 
and has publifhed many cafes of 
dvopfy and dyfury, in which its 
employment hasbeen attended with 
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_ the beft effeds. And thefe good 
effects have been confirmed by the 
ebfervations of other practitioners. 

Tobacco is fometimes ufed exter- 
nally in unguents, for deftroying 
cataneous infects, cleanfing old ul- 

-¢ers, &c. Beaten into a math with 

- vinegar or brandy, it has fometimes 
proved ferviceable for removing 
hard tumours of the hypochondres ; 
amaccount is given inthe Edinburgh 
Effays of two cafes of this kind 
cured by it. 

Injections by the anus of the 
fmoke or decoction have been ufed 
with advantage in cafes of obftinate 

-conftipation threatening ileus,of in- 
carcerated hernia, of afcarides, of 

{pafmodic afthma,and of perfons ap- 
parently dead from drowning or 
other fudden caufes. It has been 

ufed internally in form of fyrap, 
conferve, and infufion, in. cafes of 
worms, epilepfy,amenorrhoea, afth- 
ma, &c. but it is certainly too ac- 
tive to be thus venturedon. An in- 
fufion of its afhes, recommended in 

droply, is not probably different 
from other fuch vegetable lixivia. 
There is another fort of tobacco 
found wild on dunghills in feveral 
parts of England: Nicotiana ruftica 
of Lin. It feems to agree in qua- 
lity with the hyofcyamus formerly 
mentioned, though, as Dale informs 
us, often fubftirared in our markets 
for the true tobacco: from which it 


may be diftinguifhed by the leaves. 


being much f{maller,and the flowers 
not reddith as thofe of the officinal 
fort, but of a yellowifh green co- 
loar. 


NIGELLA [Brun.] Semen. 
Nigella Sativa Lin. 
Fennel-flowers ; the feeds. 
This plant is fown annnally in 
fome of our gardens ; the feeds moft 
effeemed are brought from Italy. 
They havea ftrong, not unpleafant 
fmell; and a fubacrid, fomewhat 


* 
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unctuous difagreeable tafte. The: 
ftand recommended as _aperient) 





° ahve 
-dinretic, &c. but have jong beer 


ftrangers to practice, and are by 
fome fufpected to have noxious quai 
lities. | 
NITRUM [Lozd. £d.} 
Kali nitratum. 


Nitre. 
Nitre, or faltpetre, is a falt ex- 


tracted in Perfia and the Eaft-In- 


dies from certain earths that lie om 
the fides of hills; and artificially; 
produced, in fome parts of Europe: 
from animal and vegetable matters: 
rotted together, with the addition) 
of lime and athes,and expofed for a: 
length of time to the air; without! 
the accefs of which, nitre is never 
generated ; the falt extracted from 
the earth, &c. by means ef water, 
is purified by colature and cryftalli- 
zation. 

Pure nitre diflolves in about fix 
times its weight of water, and con- 
cretes again intocolourlefs tranfpa- 
rent cryftals; their figure is that of 
an hexagonal prifm, terminated by 
a pyramid of an equal number of 
fides. It readily melts in the fire ; 
andin contact with fuel deflagrates 
with a bright flame and confidera- 
ble noife ; after the detonation is 
over, a large quantity of alkaline 
falt is found remaining. The tafte 
of nitre is fharp, penetrating, and 
bitterith, accompanied with a cer- 
tain fenfation of coldnefs. 

Nitre is a medicine celebrated in’ 
many diforders. Betides the ape- 
rient quality of neutral falts in ge- 
neral,it hasa manifeltly cooling one, 
by which it quenches thirft, and a- 
bates febrile heats and commotions 
of the blood: it has one great ad- 
vantage above the refrigerating me- 
dicines of the acid kind, that it does. 
not coagulate the animal juices; 
blood, which is coagulated by all 
the mineral acids,and milk, &c. by 

acids. 
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acids of every kind, are by nitre 
rendered more dilute, and preferved 
from coagulation: it 1s, however, 
fuppofed to thicken the thin, fe- 
yous, acrimonious humovrs, and oc- 
cafion an uniform mixttire of them 
with fach as are more thick and vif- 
cid; by this means preventing the 
ill confequences which would other- 
wife enfue fromthe former, though 
it has not, as Junckner fippofes, any 


' property of really obtunding acri- 


mony. This medicine for the moft 
part promotes urine ; fometimes 
gently loofens the belly ; butin cold 
phlegmatic habits, very rately has 
this effect, thongh given in large 
dofes: alvine fluxes, proceeding 
from too great acrimony of the bile 
or inflammation of the inteftines, 
are fuppreffed by it: in choleric 
and febrile diforders, it generally 


excites fweat; but in malignant ca- 


fes, where the pulfe is low, andthe 
ftrength loft, it retards this falutary 
evacuation and the eruption of the 
exanthemata. 

Dr Stahl has written an exprefs 


treatife npon the medical virtues of 


nitre; in which he informs us, from 
his own experience, that this falt 
added to gargarifms employed in in- 


‘flammations of the fauces in acute 
_ fevers, thickensthe falival moifture 


upon the palate and fauces into the 
confiftence of a mucus, which keeps 


them inoift for aconfiderable time ; 
whereas, if nitre be not added, a 


fudden drynefs of the mouth imme- 
diately enfnes: that in nephritic 
complaints, the prudent ufe of nitre 
is of more fervice than any of the 
numerous medicines ufually recom- 
mended in that difeafe : that nitre 
gives yreat relief in fuppreflion and 
heat of urine, whether fimple or 
occafioned by avenereal taint; that 
it is of great fervice in acute and 
inflammatory pains of thehead, eyes, 


ears, teeth, &c. in all eryfipelatovs 


affections whether particular or uni- 
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verfal, and likewife in chronic deli- 
rium ; that in diarrhoea happening 
in petechial fevers,nitre mixed with 
abforbents and diaphoretics, had 
the beft effedts, always putting a 
{top to the flux, or rendering the 
evacuation falutary ; thatin diar- 
rheea happening in the fmall-pox, 
it had been employed with the like 
fuccefs, two dofes or three at moft, 
confifting of two, three, or four 
grains each, according to the age, 
&c. of the patient, given at the in- 
terval of two or three honrs, putting 
a ftop to the flux, after the bezoar- 
dic powders, both with and without 
fuccefs. The fame author recom- 
mends this falt likewife as a medi- 
cine of fingular fervice in cholera 
attended with great anxieties and 
heat of the blood: in the flatulent 
fpafmodic heartburns familiar to 
hypochondriacal people ; and a- 
gainft-the lofs of appetite, naufea, 
vomiting, &c. which gouty perfons 
are fometimes feized with upon the 
pains of the feet, &c.' fuddenly re- 
mitting. In cafes of this laft kind, 
the nfe of nitre furely requires great 
caution, although the author affures 
us, that no bad confequences are to 
be feared from it. Neverthelefs, 
he obferves, that in a phthifis and 
ulcerous affection, it has been found 
to be of no fervice; and that there- 
fore its ufe may be fuperfeded in 
thefe complaints. Indeed, in difor- 
ders of the lungs in genera], it is 
commonly reckoned to be rather 
hurtfol than beneficial. In medern 
practice, it is given in form of pow- 

der or julep asa refrigerant and ; 

diuretic ; and fome recommend it 

muchin hemoptyfis, though in fome 

conftitutions it is alleged to have a 

petuliar influence on the lungs, oc- 

cafoning dyfpnoca even when given 

by \he anus. Iris faid to difpofe 

to tramps inthe flomach, and to 

be partienlarly unfriendly to gouty 

flomichs. aes 
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The ufual dofe of this medicine 
among usis from twoor three grains 
toa fcruple; though it may be gi- 
ven with great fafety, and generally 
to better advantage, in larger quan- 
tities: the only inconvenience is its 
not being apt to fit eafy on the fto- 


mach. Some have affirined, that this 


falt lofes half its weight of aqueous 
moifture by fufion, and confequent- 


_ly that one part of melted nitre is 


equivalent to two of the cryftals ; 
but it did not appear, upon feveral 
careful trials, tolofe fo muchas one- 
twentieth of its weight. The only 
officinal preparation of nitre is the 
troches. It is employed likewife 
in operations on metallic bodies, 
for promoting their calcination, 
as in the ca/x antimonii nitrata, 


NUMMULARIA [Bruz.] Fo- 
lia. 

‘Ly fimachia nummularia Lin, 

Moneywort, or herb two-pence ; 
the leaves, 

This grows fpontaneoufly in 
moift watery places, and creeps on 
the ground with two little roundifh 
leaves at each joint. ‘Their tafte is 
fubaftringent, and very lightly 
acid : 
mended by Boerhaave in the hot 
fcurvy, and in uterine and other 
hemorrhagies. Burt their effects 
are {fo inconfiderable, that com- 


mon practice takes no notice of 


them. 


NUX MOSCHATA [Lond. 
Ed. \Oleum fentiale, oleum expreft 


fui, oleum macis, vulgo dittune. 


Myriflica mofchata. At. Hola. 
[Lond | 

Myriftica ‘Opicinalis Lin, Sep. 
[Ed.] : 


Naurmeg. 
Nutmeg are the ker nel ofareun-, 
difh nut which grows in the Halt- 
Indies. The outfide covering of 
this fruit ts foft and flethy like that 
| 


f 
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hence they ftand recom- 


Fart EF.. 


of a walnut, and {pontaneoufly opens: 
wihien the 0 nut paws ripe: saber 





woody fhell that includes = nuit 
meg. Thefe kernels have long been 
made ufe of both for medicinal and 
culinary purpofes, and defervedly 
looked upon as a warm agreeable 
aromatic. They are fuppofed like- 
wife to have an aftringent virtue ; 
and are employed with that inten- 
tion in diarrhoeas and dyfenteries, 
Their aftringency is faid to be in- 
creafed by torretaction, but this 
does not appear to the tafte.: this 
treatment certainly deprives the 
{pice of fome of its finer oil, and 
therefore renders it lefs efficacious 
for any good purpofe; and, if we 
may reafon from analogy, probably 
abates of its affringency. Nutmegs 
diftiled with water, afford a large 
quantity of effential oil, refembling 
in favour the {pice itfelf; after the 
diftillation, an infipid febaceous 
matter is found {wimming on the 
water ; the decoction, infpiffared, 
gives an extract of anunctuous, ve- 
ry lightly bitterifh tafte, and with 
little or no aftringency. _ Rectified 
fpirit extracts the whole virtue of 
autmegs by infufion, and elevates 
very litthe of itin diftillation : hence 
the {pirituous extraét poffeffes thefla~ 
your of the {pice in an eminent de- 
gree. 

Nutmegs yield to the prefs, when. 
heated, a confiderable quantity of 
limpid yellow oil, which on cooling 
concretes into a “febaceons conhlt- 
ence, Inthe fhops we meet with: 
three forts of unétuons fubftances, 
ealled oilof mace, though really ex- 
prefied from the nutmeg. The beft 
is brought from the Eaft-Indies, in 
{tone jars; this is of a thick con- 
fiftence, of the colour of mace, and - 
an agreeable fragrant fmell: the fe-. 
cond. fort, which 1 is paler coloured, 

and 


Part: Lin 
and muchinferior in quality, comes 
from Holland in folid mafles, gene- 
rally flatand of a {quare figure: the 
third, which is the worft of all, and 
ufuaily called common oil of mace, 
is an artificial compofitionof fevum, 
palm oil, and the like, flavoured with 
a little genuine oil of nutmeg. 
Thefe oils yield all that partin which 
their aromatic flavour refides, on di- 
ftillation to water, and to pure fpi- 
rit by infufion: the diftilled liquor 
and fpirituous tincture nearly re- 
femble in quality thofe prepared im- 
mediately from the nutmeg. The 
officinal preparations of nutmegs 
are, afpirit andeffential oil, and the 
nutmegs in fubftance roafted. Both 
the nutmeg itfelf andits effential oil 
enter feveral compofitions, as the 
confectio aromatica, fpiritus amo- 
nize compofitus, &c. 


NUX PISTACHIA [Gez.] 

Piftachia vera Lin. 

Piftachio nut. 
This is a moderately large nut, 
containing a kernel of a pale green- 
ifh colour, covered with a reddifh 
dkin. The wee which produces it 
grows {pontaneoufly in Perfia, Ara- 
bia, and feveral iflands of the Archi- 
pelago: itbears likewife thecolds of 
our own climate, fo as to have pro- 
duced fruit not inferior to that which 
we receive from abroad. Piftachio 
nuts haveapleafant, fweet, unctuous 
tafte, refembling that of almonds. 
‘They are ranked amongft the ana- 
leptics; and are by fome much e- 
fteemed in certain weaknefles, and 
in emaciated habits, 


in 


NUX VOMICA [Suec.] 
|. Strychnos nux vomica Lin, 
| Nux vomica. 

This is the produce of a tree 
towiny' in the Eaft-Indies, where 
it is faid to be ufed asa {pecific a- 
igainftthe bite ofa {pecies of water- 


; 
; 
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{nake. Itis confiderably bitter and 
deleterious; but has been ufed in 
dofes from five to ten grainstwicea- 
day or fo, in intermittents, particu- 
larly obftinate quartans, and in con- 
tagions dyfentery. The ffrychnos 
Ignatii isa tree of the fame kind, 
producing gourd like fruit, the feeds 
of which are improperly called Se 
Ignatius’s beans. Thefe, and alfo 
the woods or roots, of fome of fuch 
trees, called lignum colubrinum or 
fnakewood, are very narcotic bitters 


like the nux yomica. 


NYMPHAA ALBA [Bruz.J] 
Radix flores. 

Nymphaea alba Lin, 

White water-lily ; the root and 
flowers. 

This grows in rivers and large 
lakes, flowering ufually in June. 
The roots and flowers haye a rough, 
bitterish, glutinous tafte; (the flow- 
ers are the leaft rough); and when 
freth,they have'a difagrecable {mell, 
which is in great meafure loft by 
drying: they are recommended in 
alvine fluxes, pleets, and the like. 
The roots are fuppofed by fome to 
bein a high degree narcotic, but on 
no very good foundation. Linde- 
{tolpe informs us, that in fome parts 
of Sweden they were in times of 
fearcity ufed as food, and did not 
prove unwholefome. ¥ 





OCHRA [ Brun.] 

Yellow ochre; a foft friabl. 
of iron, of a yellow colour, dug in 
feveral parts of England. It poflef- 
fes the virtues of the calces of iron 
and heematites; but in fo low a de- 
gree, that the fhops have defervedly. 
rejected it; its principal ule is as a 
pigment. : 


OCULI CANCRORUM. See 
CancRouM OcwuLt. 


: 
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CENANTHE Radix, folia. 


Ovenanthe crocato Lin. 

Hemlock dropwort. pares. 

This is one of three fpecies of the 
genus cenanthe, belonging to the 
umbelliferous clafs, and natives of 
Great Britain. It grows in moift 
places, with pinnated leaves, ribbed 
ftalks, and white thick fhort bunchy 
roots. It is known as a virulent 
poifon; but the juice of the root, 
or the infufion of the leaf, has been 
recommended in chronic eruptions. 
A cafe was fome time ago pub- 
lifhed in the Philofophical Tranfac- 
tions by Dr Paltney; in which, 
when taken by miftake in an affec- 
tion of that kind, it had nearly pro- 
ved fatal, but was in the end the 
means of accomplifhing a complete 
recovery... It has fince that been a 
good ‘deal employed in Edinburgh, 
and in fome cafes with apparent ad- 


vantage. The late Dr Hope thought, 


that in many cafes he found an in- 
fufion of leaves highly ufefalin pro- 
moting the menftraal difcharge. It 
does not feem to have yet found its 
way into any of our modern phar- 
macopoeias ; but it may, we think, 
be juftly confidered as meriting far- 
ther attention. It proves diuretic, 
and is apt to occafion vertigo and 
ficknefs. 


OLIBANUM 
Gummi refina. 

Funiperus Lycia Lin, 

Olibanum. 

This gummi refinous fubftance is 


onde Bay 





brought from Tarkey and the Eaft- 


Indies, ufually in drops or tears, 
like thofe of maftich , but larger, of 


a pale yellowith, and fometimes 


reddifh colour; a moderately warm 
pungent tafte, and a ftrong, not 
very agreeable {mell. This drug has 
received many different appellations 
according to its different appearan- 


ees: the fingle. tears are called fimply 


elihanuwm or thuss when two are 


\ 
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joined together, they have been call! 
ed thus mafculum, and when twe 
were ey large, thus femininum. 
fometimes four or five, about the 
bignefs of filberds, are found adhez 
ring toa piece of the bark of the 
tree from which they exuded ; thefe! 
have been named thus corticofum, the 
finer powder, which rabs off from 
the tearsin the carriage, mica thuriss 
and the coarfer powder, manna thu- 
ris. This drug is net, however, in 
any of its ftates, whatisnowcallec 
thus or frankincenfe inthe fhops. 
Olibanum confifts of abont equal 
parts of gummy and refinous mat- 
ters; the firft foluble in water, the 
other in rectified fpirit. With re- 
gard to its virtues, abundance have 
been attributed to it, particularly in 
diforders of the head and breaft, in 
hamoptoes, and in alvine and ute-. 
rine fluxes: bur itsreal effeéts in: 
thefe cafes are far from anfwering: 
the promifes of the recommenders.. 
Riverius is faid to have had large: 
experience of the good effects of 
this drug in pleurifies, efpecially e-. 
pidemic ones: he direéts a fcooped | 
apple to be filled with a dram of oli- 
banum, then covered and roafted 
under the afhes; this is to be taken’ 
for a dofe, three ounces of carduus 
water drank afterit, and the patient 
covered up warm in bed: in a fhort 
time,he fays, either a plentiful fweat, 
ora gentle diarrhoea, enfues, which 


carries off the difeafe. Geoffroy in- 


forms us, that he has frequently 
made ufe of this medicine, after ve- 
nefection, with good fuccefs; but 
acknowledges that it has fometimes 
failed. 


OLIVA [Lond. Ed. Oleum ex- 
preffum. 
Olea Europea Lin. 

Olive; the expreffed oil of the 
fruit. 

This tree growsin the fourthern 
part ts of Fr ance, in Spain, Italy, and 

other 
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other warm countties: with us it 
is ufaally preferved i in the g 
honfes of the curious, thoug 
bear our ordinary winters in the o- 
pen air, and produce very good 
-frait. Olives have an acrid, bitter, 
extremely difagreeable tafte : : pick- 
led, as we receive them from a- 
_ broad, they prove lefs difagreeable ; 
Whe Lucca olives, which are fmaller 
than the others, have the weakeft 
tafte ; the Spanith, or larger, the 
ftrongett ; the Provence, which are 
of a middling fize, are generally 
‘the moft efteemed. 
» The oil obtained from this fruic 
-has no particular tafte or fmell, and 
does not greatly differ in quality 
from oil of almonds. Authors make 
mention of two forts of this oil, one 
expreffed from the olives when fully 
ripe, which is our common olive 
oil: the other, before it has grown 
ripe ; this is called oleuin timmatu- 
rum, and omphacinum. Nothing is 
met with in the fhops under this 
name ; and Lemery affirms, that 
there is no fuch oil ; tripe olives, 
yielding only a vifcid juice tothe 
‘prefs. From the ripe fruit, two or 
three forts are obtained, differing 
in degree of purity :-the parett rons 
by light preflare: the remaining 
magma, heated and prefled more 
{trongly, yields an inferior fort, 
with fome dregs at the bottom,. 
called amurca. All thefe oils con- 
tain a confiderable portion of a- 
queous moifture, and a mucilagi- 
nous fubftance ; which fubjeét them 
to run into a putrid ftate : to pre- 
ent this, the preparers add fome 
ea-falt, which imbibing the aque- 
us and mucilaginous parts, finks 
mith them tothe bottom ; by this 
eans the oil becomes more homo- 
Peneous, and confequently lefs fuf- 
peptible of alteration. In its paf- 
jage tous, fome of the falt, thrown 
bp > from the bottom by the ‘a da? 
f the veffel, is fometimes mixed 
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with and detained inthe oil, which 
in our colder climate, becomes too 
thick to fuffer it freely to fubfide ; 
and hence this oil is fometimes found 
to have a manifeftly faline tafte. 
Oil olive is ufedin the fi imple oleum 
fulphuratem, and feveral ointments. 
It is oftener employed with this Jaft 
intention than the other expreffed 
oils, but more rarely for internal 
medicinal purpofes, although not 


unfrequently itis employed againft. 


coughs and hoarfenefs, when united 
with water by the intervention of 
alkali. 


ONONIS [Suwec.] Radix. 

Ononis [pine a Lin. 

Reft-harrow, cammock, er pret- 
ty-whin; the ibe, 

This plant grows wild in wafte- 
grounds and dry fields. The root 
has a difagreeable {mell, anda nau- 
feous {weetifh tafte: it flands re- 


commended as an aperient and diu-. 


retic; but has never been much re- 
garded among us. 


OPIUM [Lond. Ed.] Succus 
infpifjatus. 

Paper fomniferum Lm 

Opium. 

This juice has not yet been col- 
Ie&ted in quantity in Europe. E- 
gypt, Perfia, and fome other pro- 
vinces of Afia, have hitherto fupplied 
us with this commodity: in thofe 
countries, large quantities of pop- 


pies are cultivated for this purpofe. 


The opium prepared about Thebes 
in Egypt, hence named Thebaic 
opium, has been -ufually efteemed 
the beft ; but this is not now diftin- 
guithed from that colleéed in other 
places. This juice is brought to us 
in cakes or loaves, 










to prevent their flicking — 
itis of a folid confiftence, 
what foft and tena 


covered with. 
leaves, and other vegetab ematters, : 


¢ f 


is found to contain a refin, a Ae 


_ dour, an effential falr, and a 
extract. 


atfirttn 
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mafs, and when reduced into pow- 
der, yellow; of a faint difagree- 
able {mell and a bitterifh tafte, ac- 
companied with a pungent heat and 
acrimony: 

In the province of Bahar in the 
Eaft-Indies, it is faid, the poppy 
feeds are fown in Odtober or No- 
vember at about eight inches dif- 
tance; and are well watered till 


the plants are about half a foot 


high, when a compoft of nitrous 
earth, dung, and athes, is fpread 
over the areas; and a little before 
the flowers appear, they are again 
watered profufely till the capfules 
are half grown: and then the o- 
piam is collected; for when fully 
ripe, they yield little juice. Two 
longitudinal incifions, from below 
upwards, without penetrating the 
cavity, are made at funfet for three 
or four fucceflive evenings; and 
then they are allowed to ripen their 
feeds. In the morning fhe juice is 
fcraped off with an iron fcoop, and 
worked in an earthen pot in the 
fun’s heat till it be of a confiftence 
to be formed into thick cakes of a- 
bout four pounds weight, which are 


covered over with the leaves of pop- 


py. or tobacco, and dried. It is 
faid to be adulterated with various 
unknown fubftances, with the ex- 
tract of the poppy plant procured 
by boiling, and even with cow- 
dung. It is purified by reducing 
it to a pulp with hot water, and 
ftrongly prefling it while-hot thro’ 
a linen cloth from its impurities. 
It is then evaporated by a water- 
bath or other gentle heat to its 
original confiftence. This extrac 


of effeatial oil, a et 


Opium has a reddifh broad co- 
lour ; a ftrong peculiar fmell ; a tafte 





Tif 


eousand bitter, but foot be- 
coming. acrid, with a flight war armths 
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and it appears to have fome aftr) 

-y, aS a watery tincture off; 
as an ink with a chalybeate 
lution. 

The external and internal effi 
of opium appearto be variousin di 
ferent con{titutions, and in the fan. 
at different times. By fome, whi 
applied to the tongue, the no 
the eye, or any part deprived | 
fkin, it has been faid to ftimuls| 
and to induce in the eye in partic 
lar a flight degree of rednefs. H 
if this effe& do take place, it. 
at the utmoft extremely incom 
derable, particularly when comy 
red with the effect of volatile alka: 
ardent {pirit, or a variety of oth 
articles applied to the fame orga: 
And there can be no doubr, that | 
a very fhort time the fenfibility 
the part to which it isapplied, 1, 
when there has not taken place ti 
flighteft mark of preceding ftimall 
or inflammation, is very confide: 
ably diminifhed. Some allege, thi 
when applied to the fkin, it alla: 
pain and {pafm, procures fleep, a 
produces all the other falatary . 
dangerous effeéts which refult Fro 
its internal nfe; while others as 
lege, that thus applied it has Vitel 
or no effect whatever. 

This variety probably arifes a 
differences in the condition of tl! 
fubeutaneous nerves, and of | th 
fenfibility of the furface as bein: 
more or ‘* defended. But ther 
is no dou t, that when mixed wii 
cauiftic it diminifhes the pain, whic 
would otherwife enfue, probabb 
by deadening the fenfibility of tt! 
part. 

It fometimes allays the pain fron 











- acarious tooth; and a watery fd 
‘ To ion of it has been ufed in varioy 
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leers, certain ophthalmias, and yy 
ent gonorrhoea, when pain am 
inflammation have before that a 
very great diftrefs. 
Opium, when taken into the fic 
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mach to fuch an extent as to have 
any fenfibly effect, gives ae to a 
pleafant ferenity of mind, in gene- 
ral proceeding to acertain degree 
of languor and drowfinefs. The 
action of the fanguiferous fyftem is 
diminifhed, the pulfe becoming for 
the moft part fofter, fuller, and flow- 
er than it was before. There often 
takes place {welling of the fubcuta- 
neous veins, and {weating ; both pro- 
bably the confequencesof a diminu- 
tion of refiftance at the furface, from 
a diminution of mufcular action ; and 
accordingly opium diminifhes thofe 
ifcharges which depend on mufcn- 
jar action, as is particularly exem- 
plified in its effeét of binding the 
belly. Opium taken into the fto- 
mach in a larger dofe, gives rife to 
confufion of head and vertigo. The 
power of all ftimulating caufes, as 
making impreflions on the body is 
diminifhed ; and even at times, and 
in fituations when a perfon would 
naturally be awake, fleep is irrefift- 
ibly induced. In ftill larger dofes, 
it actsin the fame manner as the 
Marcotic pvifon, giving rife not only 
to vertigo, headach, tremors, and 
delirium, but to convulfions alfo ; 
and thefe terminating ina ftate of 
ftupor, from which the perfon can- 
mot be roufed. This ftupor is ac- 
ompained with flownefs of the 
pulfe, and with ftertor in breath- 
ing, and the fcene is terminated in 
death, attended with the fame ap- 
pearances as take place in apo- 
Dlexy. 
From thefe effeGts of opium in a 
itate of heath, it is not wonderful 
lhat recourfe fhould have been had 
fo it in difeafe, as mitigating pain, 
ducing fleep, allaying inordinate 
ction, and diminifhing morbid fen- 
Nbility. That thefe effects do re- 
ult from it, is confirmed by the 
iaily experience of every obferver : 
nd as anfwering one or other of 
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thefe intentions, moft, if not all, of 
thefe good confequences derived 
from it in actual practice are to be 
explained. If, therefore, by a fe- 
dative medicine, we mean an arti- 
cle capable of allaying, affuaging, 
mitigating, and compoling, no fub- 
ftance can have a better title to the 
appellation of fedative than opi- 
um. 

Asanfwering the purpofes of ini- 
ligating pain, inducing fleep, allay~_ 
ing inordinate aétion, and diminifh- 
ing fenfibility, it naturally follows, 
that opium may be employed with 
advantage ina great variety of dif- 
ferent difeafes. Indeed there is 
hardly any affe@tion, in which it 
may not, from circumftances, be 
proper ; and in all defperate cafes, 
it is the moft powerful means of al- 
leviating the miferies of patients. 

Some practitioners are averfe to 
its ufe where there takes place an 
active inflammation ; but others 
have recourfe to it in fuch cafes, 


even at an early period, efpecially 


after blood-letting ; and where fucit 
affections are attended not only with 
pain and fpafm, but with watchful- 
nefs and cough, it is often produc- 
tive of the greateft benefit. Opium 
combitied with calomel has of late 
been extenfively employed in every 
form of active inflammation, and 
with the greateft fuccefs. It is 
found alfo to be of very great fer- 
vice in allaying the pain and pre- 
venting the fympromatic fever li- 
able to be induced by wounds, 
fractures, burns, or fimilar acci- 
dents. ng 
In intermittents, itis faid to have 
been ufed with good effeé before 
the fit, in the cold ftage, in the hot . 
ftage, and during the interval. Gi- 
veneven inthe hot ftage, ithas been | 
obferved to allay the heat, thirft, 
head-ach, and delirium, to induce 
fweat and fleep, to cure the dif- 
| Q2 —eafe 
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eafe with tle teks bark, and with- 
out leaying abdominal obftructions 
or dropfy. 

It is often of very great fervice 
im feversof the typhoid type, when 
patients are diftrefled with watch- 
fulnefs or diarrhoea. Bat where 
thefe or fimilar circum ftances donot 
indicate its ufe, it is often diftrefs- 
ing to patients by augmenting thirft 
and conftipation. 


In fmall-pox, when the convul- 


fions before eruption are frequent 
and confiderable, opiam is liberally 
ufed. Itis likewife given from the 
fifth day onwards ; and is found to 
allay the pain of fuppuration, to 
promote the ptyalifm, and to be o- 
therwife wfeful. ‘ 

In dyfentery, after the ufe of 
gentle laxatives, or along with 
them, opium, independently of any 
effe& it may have. on the fever, 1 is 
of confeguence in allaying the tor- 
wnina and tenefmus, and in obvia- 
ting that ay of bowels which is 
fo freghentl y areli& of that dif- 
eale, 
In diarrhoea #. difeafe itfelf ge- 
nerally carries off any acrimony 
that may bea caufe, and then o- 
pigim is ofed with great effet. E- 
ven in the worft fymptomatic cafes, 
it feldom fails to alleviate. 

In cholera and pyrofis, itis al- 
moft the only thing trafted to. 

In, cholic, it is employed with 
laxatives ; and no doubt often pre- 
vents. ileus and inflammation, by 
relieving the fpafm. Even in ileus 
and in incarcerated her nia, it is of- 
ten found to allay the vomiting, the 
fpafms, the pain, and fometimes’ to 
diminifh the inflammation, and pre- 
vent the gangrene of the ftrangula- 
ted. gu 

It is given to allay the pain and 

Sayou the defcent of calculi, and 
ro relieve in jaundice and dyfuria 
proceeding from fpafm. © 

Tt is of acknowledged nfe in the 


different fpeci¢s 0 of tetanus ; ; j allords 
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relief.to the various - fpafmodit 
fymptoms of dyfpepfia, hyfteria 
hy pochondriafis, afthma, rabies, ca: 
nina, &c. and has been found ufe: 
ful in fome kinds of epilepfy. 

Of late, in dofes gradually in: 
creafed to five grains, three, four 
or even fix times a-day, it has beer 
ufed in fyphilis ; and fome inftan: 
ces are recorded, in which it woule 
feem that by this remedy alone : 

complete cure had been obtained. Ir 
other inftances, however, after the 
faireft trial fora confiderable lengt} 
of time, it has been found ineftec: 
tual ; and upon the whole, it feem: 
rather to be ufeful in combating 
fymptoms, and in counteracting 
the effects refulting from the im: 
proper ufe of mercury, than in o: 
vercoming the venereal virus. 

It is found ufeful in certain cafe: 
of threatened abortion and linger: 
ing delivery, in convulfions during 
parturition, in the after-pains ane 
exceflive flooding. 

The only form perhaps neceflary 
for opium is that of pill; and asi 
is fo foluble in every menftrunm: 
there feems the lefs occafion for the 
addition of either gum or foap; 
This form is more “apt to fit on 
the ftomach than any liquid form 
but requires rather more time te 
produce its effets. The admini 
{tration of opium to the unac 
cuftomed, is fometimes very diffi 
cult. The requifite quantity o 
opium is wonderfully different iy 
different perfons, and in differei 
{tates of the fame perfon. A quar 
ter of a grain will in one adult pro 
duce effects which ten times thi 
quantity will not do in another: 
and a dofe that might prove fata 
in cholera or cholic, would not bi 
perceptible in many cafes of a 
nus or mania. The loweft fat 
dofe to the unaccuftomed, as men! 
tioned by authors, feems to be fou 
grains ; but a dangerous dofe is fi 

oa to puke, hat it has iigon tim 
— 
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to occafion death. When givenin 
too {mall a dofe, it is apt to pro- 
duce difturbed fleep, and other dif- 
agreeable confequences; and in 
fome cafes it fees impoflible to be 


made agree in any dofe or form. 


Often, on the other hand, from a 
fmall dofe, found fleep, and allevia- 
tion of pain will be produced, while 
alarger one gives rife to vertigo 
and delirium. Some prefer the re- 
petition of fmall dofes, others the 
giving of a fulldofe atonce. In 
iome it feems not to have its proper 
effect till after a confiderable time. 
The operation of a moderate dofe 
is ‘fuppofed to laft in general a- 
bout eight hours from the time of 
taking it. 

Pure opium is partially foluble in 
water and rectified fpirit, and to- 
tally in proof-{pirit, wine, or vine- 
gar. Water rubbed with opium, 
and decanted repeatedly till it come 
ff colourlefs, yields, on gentle cva- 
oration, an extract which fome ufe 
ind recommend as one of the beft 
reparations of this fubftance, and 
which requires to be given in dou- 
le the dofe of common opium. 

Ir is faid, that alkalies dimi- 
ith its foporific effects ; that the 
ixed render it diuretic, the vola- 
ile determine it to the fkin; and 
jbat acids deftroy its a@tivity almoft 
tntirely. Bat when conjoined with 
jcids, particularly the diluted vi- 
Wiolic acid, it often fits eafily on 
e ftomach, when it would not o- 
1erwife be retained, and after- 
ards produces all its fedative ef- 
Rcts. ) 

The chief officinal preparations 
K opium are, the opium purifica- 
im, pilulze ex opio, pulvis opiatus 
jactura opii, and tinétura  opii 
mphorata. Befidesthis it enters a 
€at varicty of different compofi- 
ions, as the pulvis fudorificus, bal- 
mum anodynum, electurarium ja- 
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tus, &c. 

The occafional bad effets of o- 
pium may refult from the fame 
power by which, in other ftates of 
the fyftem, it proves beneficial. 
The methods, therefore, propo- 


fed of correéting thefe by roaft- 


ing, fermentation, long-continu- 
ed digeftion, repeated folutions 


and diftillations, have not fuc+— 


ceeded. 


OPOPANAX [Loud.] Gummi 
refina. 

Paftinacio opopanax Lin. 

Opopanax. 


This isa concrete gummy refi- 


nous juice, obtained from the roots 
of an unbelliferous plant, which 
grows fpontaneoufly in the warmer 
countries, and bears the colds of 
this. The juice is brought from 
Turkey and the Eaft-Indies, fome- 
times in round drops or tears, but. 
more commonly in irregular lumps, 
of areddith yellow colour on the 
outfide, with ipecks of white, in- 
wardly of a paler colour, and fre- 
quently variegated with large white 
pieces. ‘It has a peculiar ftrong 
{mell, and abitter, acrid, fomewhat 
naufeous tafte. Its virtues are thofe 
of an attenuating and aperient me- 
dicine. Boerhaave frequently em- 
ployed it, along with ammoniacim 
and galbanum, in hypochondriacal 
diforders, ob{tructions of the abdo- 
minal vifcera, and fuppreflions of 
the menftrual evacuations from a 
fluggifhnefs of mucous humours, 
and a want of due elafticity of the 
folids; with thefe intentions it is 
an ufeful ingredient in rhe pilulee 
gummofz and compound powder of 
myrrh of the London Pharmaco- 
peeia, but is not employed in any 
compofition of the Edinburgh. It 
may be given by itfelf in the dofe 
of a fcruple, or half a dram: a 
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ponicum, pulvis e creta compofi- 


i ioe ater Fe. 








2.46 
whole dram proves, in many con- 
{titutions, greatly purgative. 


ORCHIS, vide SatyRion. 
~ORIGANUM [Lond.] Herba. 


Origanum vulgare Lin. 

Wild majoram ; the herb. 

This is met with upon dry chal- 

key hills, and in gravelly foils, in 
feveral parts of England. It has an 
agreeable f{mell, and a pungent 
tafte, warmer than that of the gar- 
-den majoram, and much refem- 
bling thyme, which it feems to a- 
gree with in virtue. An efential 
oil diftilied from it is kept in the 
- fhops. 

There is another fort of origa- 
numcalled Creticum, whofe flowers, 
or rather flowery tops, are fome- 
times brought to us from Candy ; 
thefe have an agreeable aromatic 
flavour, fomewhat{tronger than the 
common fort, 


ORYZA [Brun.] Semen, 

Oryza fativa Lin. 

Rice ; the grain. 

Rice is the product of many dif- 
ferent countries, particularly of the 
Eatt-Indies ; iat as ufed in Bri- 
tain it is brought chiefly from Ca- 
rolina, where the plant is cultivated 
in large quantities. It is {nfficient- 
ly nutritious, and affords an ufeful 
food in diarrhoeas, dyfenteries, and 
other diforders from a thin acrimo- 
nious {late of the juices, - 


OVUM [Lozd.] 

Ovum gallinaceum Lin, 

The pullets egg. 

Both the yolk and the white of 
eggs are ufed to give a proper form 
to different medicines, and are for 
that purpofe employed in fome of 
the officinal preparations, as in the 
coagulum aluminis. But they do 
not feem to poffefs ae medical vir- 
tues unlefs as anarticle of diet; and 
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ufed with that intention, ‘they art 


: high nutritious. Egg-fhells wher 


burnt become a quicklime, and a: 
fuch they have fometimes been w 
fed in medicine; but they differ ii 
no refpedt from the other calcareom 
earths. 


OXALIS, vide AcEtrosa. 


Vide BERBERIS. 


; 
: 
: 
OX YACANTHA GALENI. if 
2 
OXYLAPATHUM. Vide Lay 
PATHUM. | 

PHONIA (Svee Radix, fh 
W126 #2. 

Peonia officinalis Lin. 

Male and female peony; thi 
root and feed 

Thefe plants are cultivated iii 
our gardens on account of thi 
beauty of their flowers; the fe 
male, which is the largeft and mod 
elegant, and for this reafon thi 
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which the fhopsare fupplied. Ii) 
quality they are fcarce fenfibli 
different; and hence they ma} 
be taken promifcuoufly. Thi 
roots and feeds of peony haved 
when recent, an unpleafanr fcenti 
approaching to that of the nari 
cotic plants, and a fomewhas 
glutinous fubacrid tafte, with 
light degree of bitternefs and a: 
ftringency : the leaves alfo difcoves 
an aftringent quality, both to thi 
tafte, and by changing chalybeaty 
folutions of a purple colour: thy 
flowers have little tafte, and a verr 
faint, not agreeable fmell. Th? 
parts which have chiefly been ufer 
for medical purpofes, are the rood 
and feeds. Thefe are looked upox 
as emollient, corroborant, and light) 
ly anodyne : and fuppofed to be gu 
fervice in fome kinds of obftruee 
tions, erofions of the vifcera, heaa 
of urine, pains in the kidneys, : : 

ch} 
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the like. The virtue they are 
chiefly celebrated for,is that of cur- 
ing {patmodic and epileptic com- 
plaints; which many have been 


abfurd enough ‘to believe that the 


root of this plant would do by being 
only worn about the neck. 


PALMA [Ed.] Frudfus oleum 
-exprelfum. ‘ee 

Palma fruu pruniformi. 

Palm-tree ; the expreffed oil of 
the fruir. , 

This oil. is obtained from the 
kernels of the fruit of a fpecies of 
‘palm-tree, which is a native of the 
coaft of Guinea and Cape Verd 
iflands: from thefe places it has 
been tranfplanted into Jamaica and 
Barbadoes. The oil, as brought to 
us, is about the confiftence of an 
ointment, and of an orange colour; 
it has a ftrong, not difagreeable 
{mell, but very little tafte : by long 
Keeping it lofes irs high colour, and 
becomes white, when it ought to 
be rejected as no longer fit for ufe. 
The inhabitants of the Guinea 
coaft are faid to make this oil part 
of their food, and to employ it for 
the fame purpofes as we do butter. 
With usit israrely given inwardly, 
and ufed only in fome external ap- 
plications, for pains and weaknefs 
of the nerves, cramps, fprains, and 
the like. The common people ap- 
ply.it for the cure of chilblains, 
and, when early made ufe of, not 
without fuccefs. > ¥ 


PAPAVER ALBUM [Lozd.] 
: Caput. 

| Papavar fomniferum Lin. 

_. The white poppy ; the head. 

| The heads and ftalks of thefe 
plantscontaina milky juice ; which 
nay be colle&ted in confiderable 
quantity, by lightly wounding them 
when almoft ripe: this juice, expof- 
ed for a few days to the air, thick- 
ens intoa {tiff tenacious mafs, a- 
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greeing in quality with the opiam 

brought from abroad. The juices 

of different poppies appear to be fi- 

milar to each other; the only dif- 

ference isin the quantity afforded, 

which is generally in proportion to 

the fize of the plants: the larger, 

or white poppy, is the fort cultiva-. 
ted by the preparers of opium in- 
the eaftern countries, and for me- 

dicinal ufes in this, 

Poppy-heads, boiled in water, 
impart to the menftruum their nar- | 
cotic Juice, together with the other 
juices which they have in common’ 
with vegetable matters in general, 
The hquor firongly prefled our, 
fuffered te fettle, clarified with 
whites of eggs, and evaporated toa 
due confiftence, yields about one- 
fifth, or one-fixth the weight of the 
heads, of extract. This poffeffes 
the virtués of opium; but requires 
to be given in double its dofe to an- 
{wer the fame intention, whichitis 
{aid to perform without occafioning 
anaufea and giddiuefs, the ufval 
confequences of theother. A ftrong 
decoction of the heads, mixed with 
as much fugar as is fufficient to re- 
duce it into the confiftence of a fy- 
rup, becomes fit for keeping in a. 
liquid form ; and is the only offici- 
nal preparation of the poppy. Both 
thefe preparations are very ufeful 
ones, though liable to variation in 
point of ftrength: nor does this in- 
convenience feem avoidable by any 
care in the preferiber or the opera- 
tor; fince the poppy-heads them- 
felves, according to the degree of | 
maturity, and the foil and feafon of 
which they are the produce, con- 
tain different proportions of the 
narcotic matter to the other juices 
of the plant. 

The feeds of the poppy are by 
many reckoned foporific: Juncker 
fays, they have the fame quality 
with thofe of hyofcyamus, and 
Herman looks upon them as a good 
Of fub {tie 
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fabftitute to opium ; mifled proba- 
bly by an obfervation which holds 
jn many plants, that the feeds are 
more efficacious than the veffels in 
which they are contained. 

The feeds of the poppy have no- 
thing of the narcotic juice which is 
lodged j in their covering and in the 
ftalks ; an oil expreffed from them 
has been ufed for the fame purpofes 
as oil olive ; and the feeds them- 
{elves have been taken as food: 


their tafte is fweetifh and farinace- - 


OUS sia 

PAPAVER ERR ATICUM. 
[L apd) Flos. 

Papaver rheas Lin. 

Red poppy ; the flower. 

The flowers of this plant yield 
upon exprefiion a deep red juice, 
and impart the fame colour by in- 
fafion to aqueous liquors. A fyrup 
of them is kept in the fhops; this 
is valued chiefly for its colour ; tho’ 


fome expect from it a lightly ano- 


dyne viriue, 


PARALYSIS, five PrimuLa 
[Suec.] Flores. 
- Primula oris Lia, 

Cowflips ; the flowers. 

This plant grows wild in marfhes 
and moift meadows. The flowers 
appear in April; they have a plea- 
fant fweet fmell, and a fubacrid, 
bitterifh, fomewhataftringenttafte. 
An infufion of them, ufed as tea, is 
recommended as a mild corroborant 
in nervous complaints, and in fome 
female diforders, proceeding froma 
deficiency of the menftrual purga- 
tions. A ftrong infufion of them 
forms, with a proper quantity of 
fugar, an agreeable fyrup, which 
long maintained a place in the 
fhops: but by boiling, even for a 
little time, their fine flavour is de- 
{troyed. 


Materia 


Medica. 
PAREIRA BRAVA [L ond. J 
Radix. 


Cilfampelos pareira Lin, 
Pareira brava ; the root. 


This is the root of an American | 
plant brought to us from Brazil, in | 
pieces of different fizes, fome no 
bigger than one’s finger, others as 
large as a child’s arm ; it is crook- | 
ed, and varioufly wrinkled on the | 
farface ; ourwardly of a dark coe | 


Jour, internally of a dull yellowifh, 
and interwoven with woody fibres; 
fo that, upon a tranfverfe fe@ion, a 

number of concentric circles ap- 


pear, croffed with fibres, which ran | 
from the centre to the circumfer- | 


ence: ithas nofmell; the tafte is 


a little bitterith, blended with a | 


{weetnefs, like that of liquorice. 
This reot is highly extolled by the 


Brazilians andPortuguefe,inagreat | 
variety of difeafes, particularly a- | 
gainft fuppreflions of urine, nephri- | 
In the. 
two firft, Geoffroy fays he has gi- | 
ven it with good fuccefs ; and that | 


tic pains, and the calculus. 


the patient was almoft inftantly re- 


lieved by it, a copious difcharge of. | 
He likewife ob- | 


nrine fueceeding. 
ferved large quantities of gravel, 


and even fmall ftones, voided after | 
this effec he attributes not | 


irs ufe ; 
to any lithontriptic power, but to 
its diffelving the vifcid mucus by 
which the fabulous matter had been 
detained. He likewife relates, that 
he has had frequent experience of 
the good effects of this root in de- 
terging and healing ulcers of the 
kidneys and bladder, where the u- 
rine came away purulent and mu- 
cous, and could not be voided at all 
without extreme pain: by the ufe 
of the pareira, the urine foon be- 
came clear, and ofadue moaltenes 
and was evacuated freely ;. and oe 
joining to this medicine balfam of 
Copaiba, the ulcer perfectly heal- 
ed, The attenuating quality ae 1 
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he had difcovered in this root, in- 
duced him to make trial of it in o- 
ther difeafes proceeding from tena- 


cious juices, and in thefe likewife. 


it fully anfwered his expectations : 
in humoural afthmas, where the 
Jungs were ftuffed up, and the pa- 
tient almoft fuffocated by thick 
phlegm, aninfufion of parezra, after 
many other medicines had proved in- 
effectual, occafioned a plentiful ex- 
pectoration, and foon completed a 
cure: inthe jaundice, proceeding 
from thick bile, it did excellent 
fervice : butin another icterical cafe, 
wheretheliver wasfwelledand hard, 
this medicine did no good. His dofe 
of the root in fubftance is from twelve 
grains to half a dram; in decodtion 
to two or three drams. | 

Theie good effects, however, have 
not been confirmed by later expe- 
rience; and at prefent it is fo little 
ufed, that the Edinburgh college 
have given it noplace in their phar- 
macopocia. 


PARIETARIA [Lozd. Ed.] 
Herba, : 
Parietaria officinalis Lin. 
Pellitory of the wall ; the herb. 
This is a {mall plant growing up- 
on old walls; of an herbaceous fub- 
faline tafte, without any fmell. It is 
one of the five emollient herbs, and 
with this intention is occafionally 
made ufe of. The expreffed juice 
has been given in the dofe of three 
ounces as a diuretic. 


PASTINACA [Szec.] ‘Semen. 

Paftinaca fativa Lin. 

Parfneps; the feeds. ' 

The roots of the parfnep are ufed 
as food, and prove fufficiently nutri- 
tious. The feeds are lightly aro- 
matic; and from that circumitance 
are fometimes, although rarely, em- 
| ployed in medicine. 


PENTAPHYLLUM [Lend 
Radix, | 

Potentilla reptans Line | 

Cinguefoil; the roots. 
_ This grows plentifully in hedges 
and by road fides.. The root is mo- 
derately aftringent; and as fuel 
fometimes given internally in dia 
rhoeas and other fluxes, and em- 
ployed in gargarifms for ftrength- 
ening the gums, &c. The cortical - 
part of the root may be taken, in 
fobftance, to the quantity of a 
dram: the internal part is confide- 
rably weaker, and requires’to be gi- 
ven in double the dofe to produce 
the fame effet; and as we poflefs 
many more powerful aftringents, 
the cinquefoil is but little ufed. 





PERSICARIA [Suec.] Herba. 
_ Polyganum hydropiper Lin, 

Water pepper; the leaves. 

This fpecies of polygonum is re- 
markable for its pungent, biting, 
pepper like tafte. Its virtues are 
thofe of an acrid ftimulating medi- 
cine; in phlegmatic habits, it pro- 
motes the urinary difcharge, and 
has frequently done good fervice in 
{corbutic complaints. The freth 
leaves are fometimes applied exter- 
nally for cleanfing old fiftulous ul- 
cers, and confuming fungous flefh: 
for thefe purpofes they are faid to 
be employed by the farriers, among 
whom they have been principally 
made we of. 


PERSICA [ Brun.) Flos, nuclei. 
Amygdalus perfica Lin. 
The peach-tree; its flowers and 


_kernels. 


Peach-flowers have an agreeable 
{mell, and a bitterifh tafte: diftil- 
led without any addition, by the 
heart of a water-bath, they yield 
one-fixth their weight, or more, of 
a,whitith liquer, which, as Mr Bol- 
duc. obferves, commumicates to a 
| , large 
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large quantity of other liquids a 
flavour like that of the kernels of 
fruits. n infufion in water of 
half an ounce of the frefh-gathered 
flowers, or a dram of them when 
dried, fweetened with fugar, proves 
for children an ufeful laxative and 
anthelmintic : the leaves of the tree 
are, with this intention, fomewhat 
more efficacious, though lefs a- 
greeable. The fruit has the fame 
quality with the other {weet fruits, 
that of abating heat, quenching 
thirt, and gently loofening the 
belly. 





PERUVIANUS CORTEX 
[Lond. Ed. | 

Cinchona officinalis Lin. 

Peruvian bark. | 

The tree which furnifhes this 
bark is defcribed as being in gene- 
ral about fifteen feet high and fix 
inches thick. It fomewhat re- 
fembles our cherry-tree, grows pro- 
mifcuoufly in forefts, particularly 
in the hilly parts of Quito in Peru, 

_ andis fpontaneoufly propagated from 
its feeds. - 

The bark has fome odour, to 
moft people not unpleafant, and ve- 
ry perceptible in the aiftilled water, 
in which floating globules, like ef- 
fential oil, have been obferved. Its 
tafte is bittter and aftringent, ac- 
companied with a degree of pun- 
gency, and leaving a confiderably 
lafting impreffion on the tongue. 

Two fpecies are mentioned, viz. 
the coloured and the white. The 
coloured includes the pale, the red, 
the yellow, and the knotty; their 
barks being coloured, having the 
cinchona tafte and fmell, and the 
irees having very fmooth leavesand 
purplih flowers, The white in- 
cludes four varieties, their barks 
being of a whitith colour, with very 
hittle tafte or fell, the trees having 
broad hairy leaves, very fragrant 
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red flowers, with hairs on the in-- 
files . mM 
The proper red bark and one off 
the white kind have been found int 
the province of Sania Fé. 

A fpecies of cinchona has alfo) 
been difcovered in the Weft-India: 
iflands, particularly in Jamaica: 
it is accurately defcribed by Dr’ 
Wright, under the title of Cizchona ' 
Jamaicenfis, in a paper publithed 
in the Philofophical Tranfactions. 
In Jamaica it is called the fea-fide 
beech, and grows from twenty to 
forty feet high. The white, fur- 
rowed, thick outer bark is not ufed ; 
the dark brown inner bark has the 
common flavour, with a mixed kind 
of tafte, at firft of horfe-radifh and 
ginger, becoming at laft bitter and 
aftringent. It feems to give out 
more extractive matter than the 
cinchona officinalis. Some of, it 
was imported from St Lucia, in 
confequence of its having been ufed 
with advantage in the army and 
navy during the laft war; and it has 
lately been treated of at confider- 
able length by Dr Kentifh, under 
the title of Se Lucia bark. The 
frefh bark is found to be confider- 
ably emetic and cathartic, which 
properties it is faid to lofe on dry- 
ing. | 

The pale and the red are chiefly 
in ufe in Britain, The pale is 
brought to us in pieces of different 
fizes, either flat or quilled, and the 
powder is rather of a lighter colour 
than that of cinnamon. The red 
is generallyin much larger, thicker, 
fiattifh pieces, but fometimes:alfo in 
the form of quills, and its powder is 
reddith like that of Armenian bole. 
It is much more refinous, and pof- 
fefles the fenfible qualities of the: 
cinchona in a much higher degree 
than the other forts; and the more 
nearly the other kinds refemble the 
red bark, the better they are now 
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confidered. The red bark is heavy, 
firm, found, and dry ; friable be- 
tween the teeth; does not feparate 
intofibres; and breaks, not fhivery, 
but fhort, clofe, and fmooth. It 
has three layers: the outer is thin, 
rugged, of a reddifh browncolonr, 


but frequently covered with mofly — 


matter: the milder ts thicker, more 
compact, darker coloured, very re- 
finous, brittle and yields firft to 
the peftle: the inmoft is more 
woody, fibrous, and of a brighter 
red. 

The Peruvian bark yields its vir- 
tues both to cold and boiling wa- 
ter: but the decoction is thicker, 
gives out its tafte more readily, and 
forms an ink with achalybeate more 
fuddenly than the freth cold infufi- 
on. Thisinfufion, however,contains 
at leaft as much extractive matter, 
but more ina flateof folution; and 
its colour, on ftanding fome time 
with the chalybeate, becomes dark- 
er, while that of the decoétion be- 
comes more faint. When they are 
of a certain age, the addition of a 
chalybeate renders them green ; and 
when this is thecafe, they are found 
to be in a ftate of fermentation,and 
effete. Mild or cauftic alkalies, or 
lime, precipitate the extractive mat- 
ter, which in the cafe of the cauttic 
alkali is rediflolved by a farther ad- 
dition of the alkali. Lime-water 
precipitateslefs from afrefh infufion 
than from a frefh decoction ; and in 
the precipitate of this laft fome mild 
earth is perceptible. The infufion 
is by age reduced to the fame ftate 
with the frefh decoction, and then 
they depofite nearly an equal quanti- 
ty of mild earth and extractive mat- 
ter; fo that lime-water, as well as 


a chalybeate, may be ufed as ateft © 


of the relative ftrength and perith- 
able nature of the different prepa- 
rations, and of different barks. Ac- 
cordingly cold infufions are found 
by experiments to be lefs perifhable 
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than decottions ; infufions and de- 
coctions of the red bark than thofe 
of the pale ; thofe of the red bark, 
however, are found by length of 
time tofeparate more mild earth 
with the lime-water, and more ex- 
tracted matter. Lime-water,as pre- 
cipitating the extracted matter, ap- 
pears an equally improper and difa- 
greeable menftruum. 

W ater is found to fufpend the re- 
fin by means of much lefs gum than 
hasbeen fuppofed. Reétified fpirit 
of wine exiracts a bitternefs, but no 
aftringency, from a refiduum of 
twenty affufions of cold water ; and 
water extracts aftringency, but no 
bitternefs from the refiduum of as 
many affufions of rectified fpirit. 
The refidua in both are infipid. 

' From many ingenious experi- 
ments made on the Peruvian bark 
by Dr Irving, which are now pub- 
lithed in a differtation which gained 
the prize-medal given by the Har- 
veian Society of Edinburgh for 
1783, the power of different men-~ 
{trua, as acting upon Peruvian 
bark, is afcertained with greater ac- 
curacy than had before been done: 
and it appears, that with refpect to 
comparative power, the fluids after 
mentioned act in the orderin which 
they are placed. 

Dulcified fpirit of vitriol. 

Cautftic ley. 

French brandy. 

Rhenith wine. 

Soft water. 

- Vinegar and water. 

Dulcified fpirit of nitre. 

Mild volatile alkali. 

Rectified fpirit of wine. 

Mild vegetable alkali. 

Lime-water. 

The antifeptic powers of vine- 
gar and bark united are double the ¢ 
fam of thofe taken feparately. The 
afiringent power of the bark is in- 
creafed by acid of vitriol; the bitter 
tafte is deftroyed by it. 


‘The 
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The offitinal preparations of the 
bark are,. .. 

1. The powder: of this, the fir 
parcel that paffes the fieve being 
the moft refinous and brittle layer, 
is the ftrongett. 

2. The extra: the watery and 
{pirituous extracts conjoined form 
the moft proper preparations of 
this kind. | 

3. The refin: this cannot per- 
haps be obtained feparate from the 
gummy. part, nor would it be de- 
firable. fy 

4. Spitituous tincture: this. is 
beft made with proof-{pirit. 

5. The decoction: this prepa- 
ration, though frequently employ- 
ed, is yet in many refpects inferior. 
even toa fimple watery infufion. 

The beft form is that of powder; 
in which the conftituent parts are it 
the moft effectual proportion. The 
cold infufion, which can be made 
in a few. minutes by agitation, 
the fpirituous tindture, andthe ex- 

tract, are likewife proper in this re- 
fpect. For covering the tatte, 
different patients require . different 
velicies, liquorice, aromatics, acids, 
port-wine, fmall-beer, porter, milk, 
butter-milk, &c.. are. frequently 
employed; and thofe who dilflike 
the tafte of the bark itfelf, vary in 
their accounts to which the pre- 
ference isdue; or it may be given 
in form of eleStuary with currant- 
jelly, or with brandy or ram. 

According tofome, the Perayians 
learned the ufe of the bark by ob- 
ferving certain animals affected with 
ifitermitrents inftinctively led to it; 
while others fay, that a Peruvian 
having au ague, was cured by hap- 
pening to drink of a pool which, 
from fome, trees having fallemin- 
to it, tafted. of sean ous and its 
ufe in grangrene is faid to have ori- 
ginated from:its curing one in an 
aguifh. patient. About the. year 
1640, the lady of the Spanith vice- 

\ 


Materia Medica, 


the Pe ernvian bark adts powerfully 


curedby the bark, which has there- 
fore been called Cortex or Palvis 
Comitiflae, Chincona, Chinachina 
or Chinchina, Kinakina or Kinki- 
na, QOuinaguina; or Guinquina ; and 
from the intereft which the Cardinal 
de Lugoand the Jefuit fathers took 
in its diftribution, it has been call- 


ed Cortex or Pulvis Cardinalis de 


Lugo, Jefuiticus, Patrum, &c. 
On its firft intredu€ion into Eu- 
rope, it was reprobated by many 
eminent phyficians ; and at different 
periods long after, it was confidered 
a dangerous remedy ; ; but its cha- 
racter, in procefs cf time, became 
very univerfally eftablifhed 
PraGtitioners has differed much 
with.regard to the mode of opera- 
tion of the Peruvian bark. Some 
have afcribed its virtues entirely to 
a ftimulant power... But while the 
ftrongeft and molt permanent fti- 
muli have by no means the fame 


f 


effect with bark in the cure of-dif- | 


eafes, the bark itfelf fhows hardly 
any ftimulant power, either from its 
action on the ftomach or on other 
femible parts to which it is applied. 
From its action on dead animal 
fibres, there can be no doubt of its 
being a powerful aftringent; and 
fromits good eflects in certaincafes 
of. difeafe, there is reafon to pre- 
fume that itis a fill more power- 
ful tonic... To. this tonic power 
fome. think that its action as an 
antifeptic is to be entirely attribu- 
ted: but thar, independently. of 
this, it hasa very powerful effec in 
refitting the feptic procefs to which 
animal fubftances are naturally fub- 
jected, appears beyond all difpute, 
from its. effects in refifting putre- 
faction, mot only in dead animal 
folids, but ,even.in.animal fluids, 
when entirely detached from the 
Jiving body. 

But although i it. be admitted that 


as 
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roy, the Comitifla del Ginn was 
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as an aftringent, as a tonic, and as. 


an antifeptic, yet thefe principles 


will by no means explain all the 
_effeis derived from itin the cure 


of difeafes. And accordingly, from 


no artificial combination in which 
thefe powers are combined, or in 
which they exift’ even to higher 
degree, can the good confequences 
refalting from Peravian berk, be 
obtained. | Many practitioners, 
therefore, are’ difpofed to view it 
asa fpecific. If by a {pecific we 
mean an infallible remedy, it can- 
not indeed be eonfidered as intitled 
to that appellation; but in as far 
as it is a very powerful remedy, of 
the operation of which no fatisfac- 
tory explanation has yet been given, 

it may with great propriety be de- 
nominated a {pecific. But what- 
ever its mode of operation may be, 
there can be no doubt thar it is daily 
employed with fuccefs in a great 
variety of different difeafes. 

It was firft introduced, as iias al- 
ready been faid, for the care of in- 
termittent fevers; and in thefe, 
when properly exhibited, it rarely 
fails of fuccefs: Practitioners, 
however, have differed with regard 
to the beft mode of exhibition’; 
fome prefer giving it juft before the 
fit, fome during the fir, others im- 
mediately after it. Some, again, 
order itin the quantity of an ounce, 
between the fits; the dofe being 
the more frequent and larger ac- 
cording to the frequency of the fits ; 
and this mode of exhibition, altho’ 
it may perhaps fometimes lead to 
the employment of more bark than 
is neceflary, weconfider as upon the 
whole preferable, from being beft 
fuited to moft ftomachs. The re- 
quifite quantity ‘is very different in 
different cafes; and in many vernal 
intermittents it feems ¢ven hardly 
neceflary. 

Tr often pukes or purges, and 
fometimes oppreffes the ftomach. 
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Thefe, or anyother effeéts that may 
take place, are to be counterated 
by remedies particularly appropri- 
ated to them. Thus, vomiting is 
often reftrained by exhibiting it in 
wine ; loofenefs by combining it with 
opium; and oppreflion at ftomach, 
by the addition of an aromatic. 


But unlefs for obviating particular 


occurrences, it is more fuccefsful 
when exhibited in its fimple ftate 
than with any addition; and there 
feems to be little ground for be- 
heving that its powers are increafed 
by crude fal ammoniac, or any”o- 
ther additions which have frequent- 


ly been made. 


“It is now given, from the very 
commencementof the difeafe, with- 
out previous evacuations, which, 
with the delay of the bark, or under 
dofes of it, by retarding the cure, 
often feem to induce abdominal in- 
flammation, fcirrbus, jaundice, hec- 
tic, dropty, Re. fymptoms formerly 
impated te the premature or intech 
perate ufe of the bark, but whim: 
are beft obviated by its early and 
large ufe. It is to be continued 
not only ull the paroxyfms ceafe, 
bur till the natural appetite, ftrength, 
and coinplexion return. Its ufe is 
then to be gradually left off, and 
repeated at proper intervals to fe- 
cure againfl’a relapfe; to which, 
however unaccountable, indepen- 
dently of the recovery of vigour, 
there often feems to be a peculiar 
difpofition ; and efpecially when the 
wind blows from the eaft. Al- 
though, however, moft evacuants 
conjoined with the Perovian bark 
in intermittents are rather preju- 
dicial than otherwife, yet it is of 
advantage, previous to its ufe, to 
empty the alimentary canal, par- 
ticularly-the ftomach ; and on this 
account ‘good effects are often ob- 
tained from premifing an emetic. 

It is amedicine which feems not 
only fuited to both formed and la- 
: ai tent 
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tent intermittents, but to that ftate 
_of fibre on which all rigidly perio- 
dical difeafes feem to depend; as 
periodical pain, inflammation, he- 
morrhagy, fpafm, cough, lofs of ex- 
ternal fenfe, &e. 

Bark is now ufed by fome in all 
_ continued fevers: at the fame time 


attention is paid to keep the bowels 


clean, and to promote when necef- 
fary the evacution of redundant 
bile, always, however, fo as to wea- 
ken as little as poflible. 

In confluent fmall-pox, it pro- 
motes languid eruption and fup- 
puration, diminithes the fever thro’ 
the whole courfe of it, and pre- 
vents or corrects putrefcence and 
gangrene. 

In gangrenous fore throats it is 
much ufed, as it is externally and 
internally in every {pecies of gan- 
grene. 

In contagious dyfentery, after 
due evacuation, it has been ufed by 
the mouth, and by injection with 
and without opium. 

In all thofe hemorrhagies called 
paflive, and which itis allowed all 
hemorrhagies are very apt to be- 
come, and likewife in other increa- 
fed difcharges, it is much ufed ; and 
in ceftain undefined cafes of he- 
moptyfis, fome allege that it is re- 
markably effeGtual when joined with 
an abforbent. 

It is ufed for obviating the difpo- 
fition to nervous and convulfive dif- 
eafes; and fume have great confi- 
dence in it joined with the acid of 
vitriol, in cafes of phthifis, {cro- 
phula, ill-conditioned ulcers, ric- 
kets, fcurvy, and in {tates of con- 
valefcence. 

In thefe cafesin general, not- 
withftanding the ufe of the acid, itis 
‘proper to conjoinit with a milk diet. 

In dropfy, not depending on any 
particular local affection, it is often 
alternated or conjoined with diure- 
tics, or other evacuants; and by its 
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early exhibition after the water is | 
once drawn off, or even begins to | 
be freely difcharged, a frefh accu- 
mulation is prevented, and a radi- 
cal cure obtained. In obftinate ve- 
~ nereal cafes, particularly thofe which 
appear under the form of pains in 
the bones, the Peruvian bark is of- 
ten fuccefsfally fubjoined to mer- 
cury, or even given in conjunction 
with it. 
PETASITIS [ Ro/t.] Radix. 
Tufilago petafitis Lin. 7 
Butterbur 3 -th€ root. {443.4 
This grows wild by the fides of 
ditches and in meadows: it fends 
forth fhort fcaly ftalks in the {pring, 
bearing fpikes of purplifh flowers; 
after this the leaves appear, which 
are very large and hollowed about 
the middle, fo as to refemble a 
bonnet, or what the Greeks call- 
ed @meracoc, Whence the name of the 
plant. The roots have a ftrong 
fmell; a bitterifh, aromatic, not 
very agreeable tafte; they have 
been given in the dofe of a dram or 
more as an aromatic, and likewife 
as an aperient and deobftruent; 
thefe virtues, however, they poffefs 
in fo low a degree, as to have loft 
their repargies in the fhops. 


PETROLEUM [Lond.}. 

Bitumen petroleum. 

Rock oi... 

This is. a genera] name for fun- 
dry liquid bitumens, or mineral oils, 
which fpontaneoufly exude from 
the earth, or from clifts of rocks. 
Thefe oils are found in almoft all 
countries, but in greate{t quantities 
in the warmer ones: fome are met 
with in different parts of England ; 
and many of our common bitumi- 
nous minerals, as pitcoal, &c. af- 
ford, on diftillation, oils not greatly 
different from them. 

The fineft fort of this commodity 
comes from the duchy of Modena 

ifl 
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in Italy, where three different kinds 
are found; the beft is almoft as 
clear, flaid, and tranfparent as wa- 
ter, of a highly. penetrating, yet 
not difagreeable finell, fomewhat 
like that of rectified oil of amber : 
the fecond fort is of a clear yellow 
colour, not fo fluid as the former, 
lefs penetrating, and partaking more 
of the oil of amber fmell: the 
third, or worft, is of a blackifh red 
colour, of a thicker confiftence, 
and more difagreeable than the two 
foregoing. The firft of thefe is 
very rarely met with in the thops ; 
the fecond, mixed with a little of 
the third and fome fubtile oil, is u- 
fually fent us inflead of it. Petro- 
leum readily catches fire, and, if 
pure, burnsentirely away : diflilled, 
it becomes fomewhat more pellucid 
than before, a fmall quantity of yel- 
lowifh matter remaining, and it lo- 
fes greatly of its natural fmell: it 
unites with the’ effential oils of ve- 
getables, not at all with vinous [pi- 
rits: the finer forts are fo light as 
to fwim upon the moft highly 
rectified fpirit of wine. 

Petroleum is at present very rare- 
ly employed as a medicine, though 
if the finer kinds could be procured 
genuine, they fhonld feem to de- 
ferve fome notice: they are more 
agreeable than the oil of amber, 


milder than that of turpentine; of | 


the virtues of both which they par- 
ticipate. They are principally re- 
. commended by authors for external 
purpofes, againft pains and aches, in 
paralytic complaints, and for pre- 
venting chilblains. For thefe inten- 
tions, fome of the more common 
mineral oils have been made wfe of 
with good fuccefs ; an oil extracted 
from a kind of ftone-coal has been 
cried up among the common peo- 
ple, under the name of Britith oil, 
for rheumatic pains, &c. even this 
is often counterfeited by a fmall 
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portion of oil of amber added to the 
common expreffed oils. 


PETROLEUM 
DENSE [£d.] 

Barbadoes tar. 

This is thicker than the forego- 
ing petrolea, and nearly of the con- 
fiftence of common tar. Itisofa 
reddifh black colour, a difagreeable’ 
fmell, lefs pungent. than the other 
forts. This bitumen is found in’ 
feveral of our American iflands, 
where it is ef{teemed by the inhabi- 
tants of great fervice asa fudorific, 
and in diforders of the breaft and 
lungs; though in cafes of this kind, 
attended with jnflammation, it is 
certainly improper: they likewife 
apply it externally as a difcutient, 
and for preventing paralytic difor- 
ders. Among us itis rarely ufed, 
and not often to be-met with ge- 
nuine. The London college em- 
ploy it as a menftruum for folphur 
in the balfamum fulphuris Barba- 
denfe, and directed an oil to be di- 
flilled from it. But in the prefent 
edition of their work, the oleum 
petrolei, and petroleum fulphsratum, 
as they are {tyled, are directed to be 
prepared from petroleum, without 
fpecifying that the petroleum Bar- 
badenfe in particular is to be ufed. 


BARBA- 


_ PETROSELINUM [Lond. 
Ed.| Radix, femen. 
Apum. petrofelinum Lin. 
Parfley ; the root and feed. 
This plant is commonly cultiva- 
ted for culinary purpofes. The feeds 
have an aromatic flavour, and are 
occafionally made ufe of as carmi- 
natives, &c. The root of parfley 
is one of the five aperient roots, and 
with this intention isfometimes made 
an ingredient in apozems and diet- 
drinks: if liberally ufed, it is apt 
to oceafion flatulencies ; and thus, 
by diftending the vilcera, produces 
ws 
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a contrary effe@'to that intended 
by it : the tafte of this root is fome- 


what fweetith, with a light degree 
of warmth and aromatic ‘favour: 


PEUCEDANUM [Brun.| Ra- 
dix, 

Peucedanum Wictiiale Lin. 

Hog’s fennel, or fulphurwort ; 


‘the root. 


The plant grows wild by the fea 


fhores, and in moift fhady places. 


The roots have a flrong difagreea- 
ble fmell, fomewhat refembling that 
of falphureous folutions ; and an 
un@tuous, fubacrid, bitterifh tafte. 
They are looked upon as flimula- 
ting and attenuating, and fuppofed 
to promote expectoration and urine: 


the expreffed juice was employed. 
by the ancients as an errhine in le- 
thargic diforders. 


The prefent 
practice pays no regard to them 
With any intention. - 


PIMENTA [Lozd. Ed.] Bacca. 
Myrius pimenta Lin. 

Pimento, or Jamaica pepper ; the 
berry. 

This isthe fruit of a large tree 
growing fpontaneoufly in the moun- 
tainous parts of Jamaica, called by 
Sir Hans Sloan myrtus arborea a- 
romatica, folits laurinis. The {mell 
of this fpice refembles a mixture of 
cinnamon, cloves, and nutmegs: its 
tafte approaches to that of cloves, 
or a mixture of the three forego- 
ing ; whence it has received the 
name of all-[pice. "The fhops have 
been for fome time accuftomed to 
employ this aromatic as a fueceda- 
neum to the more coftly fpices, and 
from them it has been introduced 
into our hofpitals. 


Pimento is now in our pharma- 


copoeias the bafis of a diftilled wa- 
ter, a fpirit, and an effential oil ; 
and thefe are not unfrequently em- 


ployed where aromatics are indi- 


cated, : 
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PIMPINELLA [Ed.] Radix. 
Pimpinella faxifraga Lin. 
Burnet-faxifrage ; the root. 

Of this plant feveral varieties 
had formerly a place in our phar- 
macopoeias : but all of them feem 
to be poffeffed of the fame qualities, 
and to differ only in external ap- 
pearances ; and even in this, their 
difference is: fo inconfiderable, that 
Linnzus has joined them into one, 
under the general name of pimpi- 
nella. 

The roots of pimpinella have a 
grateful, warm,very pungent tafte, 
which is entirely extracted by rec- 
tified fpirit : in diftillation, the men- 
ftruum arifes, leaving all that it had 
taken up from the root, united into 
a pungent aromatic refin. This root 
promifes, from its fenfible qualities, 
to be a medicine of confiderable u- 
tility ; though little regarded in 
common pradtice. Stahl, Hoff- 
man, and other, German phy ficians; 
are extremely fond of it, andrecom- 
mend it as an excellent ftomachic, 
refolvent, detergent, diuretic, dia- 
phoretic, and alexipharmac. They 
frequently gave it, and not without 
fuecefs, in fcorbutic and cutaneous 
diforders, tumours and obftructions 
of the glands, and difeafes proceed- 
ing from a deficiency of the fluid 
fecretions in general. Boerhaave 
directs the ufe of this medicine in 
afthmatic and hydropic cafes, where 
the ftrongeft refolvents are indica- 
ted: the form he prefers is a wate- 
ry infufion ; but the fpirituous tinc- 
ture pofleffes the virtues of the root 
in much greater perfection. 





PIPER INDICUM [Loz. &£d.] 
Fructus. 

Capficum annuum Lin. 

Guinea-pepper, or capficum ; the 
friut. 

This is an annual plant cultiva- 
ted in our gardens; it ripens its 
red pods in September or October. 

The 
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The tafte of capficum is extremely 
pungent and acrimonious, fetting 
the mouth asit were on fire. It is 
chiefly employed for culinary pur- 
pofes, and has long been ufed in 
that way ; bue of late it has been 
employed alfo in the practice of 
medicine. Andthere can be little 
doubt but it furnifhes us with one 
of the pureft and. ftronge% ftimu- 
lants which can be introduced into 
the ftomach; while at the fame 
time it has nothing of the narcotic 
effect of ardent fpirit. Dr Adair 
Makitrick, who was perhaps the 
firft that employed it as a medi- 
cine, directs its being given to the 
extent of fix or eight grains under 
the form of pills, or under the form 
of tincture made by infufing half an, 
eunce in a pound of rectified f{pirit, 
and giving this from one to three 
drams diluted for a dofe. He has 
found it ufeful in a variety of affec- 
tions, particularly in that morbid 
-difpofition which he calls the ca- 
chexia Africana, and which he con- 
fiders as a moft frequent and fatal 
predifpofition to difeafe among the 
flaves. This pepper has alfo 
‘been of late fuccefsfully employed 
‘in a f{pecies of cinanche maligna, 
which proved very fatal inthe Weft- 
Indies, refifting the ufe of Peruvian 
bark, wine, and the other remedies 
commonly employed. 

A fpecies of it called in the 
Welt-Indies 4ird pepper, is the ba- 
fis of a powder brought us from 
thence under the name of Cayax 


pepper. 


PIPER LONGUM [Lozd. Ed.] 
Edis: ts : 
| Piper longum Line 
| Long pepper. a ei toe 
| Long pepper is the fruit of a 
plant growing in the Eaft-In- 
dies. Itisof a cylindrical figure, 
about an inch and a half in length ; 
the external furface appears compos 
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fed of numerous minute prains dif- 
pofed round the fruit in a kind of 
fpiral direction. 


PIPER NIGRUM [Lozd. Ed.] 
Bacca. 

Piper nigrum Lin. 

Black pepper ; the berry. 

Black pepper is the frait of a 
plant growing in Java and Malabar, 
gathered probably before it be fully 
ripe, and exficcated in the fun. 
This is the only {pice which we im- 
port directly from the Eaft-Indies, 
all the others coming throngh the 
hands of the Dutch. : 

All the fpecies of pepper have a 
pungeut {mell, and avery hot bi- 
ting tafte. The long fort, which 
is the hotteft and ftrongef{t, is moit 
frequently made ufe of for medici- — 
nal purpofes; the black, as being 
more grateful, for culinary ones, 
The warmth and pungency of thefe 
{pices refide chiefly in their refin- 
ous part; their aromatic odourin an 
effentia oil, The genuine diftilled 
oil fmells ftrong of the pepper, buat 
has very little acrimony; the re- 
maining decoétion infpiflated, yields 
an extract confiderably pungent. 
A tincture made in rectified {piric is 
extremely hot and fiery; a few 
drops of it fet the mouth as it were 
in a flame. . 


PIX BURGUNDICA [Londe — 
Ed.) nee 
Pinus abies Ling . 


Burgundy pitch. 


Alcs 


This is of a folid confiftence, yet | 


fomewhat foft, of a reddifh brown 
colour, and not difagreeable in fmell« 
Geoffroy relates, that it is compo- 
fed of galipot (a folid whitihh res 
fin which feparates from fome of the 
terebinthine as they run from the 
ree) melted with common turpen- 

tine and a little of its diftilled oi). 
Dale informs us, from the relation 
of a gentleman who faw the prepa= 
R ration 
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ration of this commodity in Saxony, 
(from whence we are chiefly fup- 
plied with it), that it is mo more 
than the common turpentine boiled 
alittle. a 

It is employed only externally. 
It was formerly an ingredient in fe- 
veral oifitinents and plafters, but 
from thefe it is now rejected. And 
itis at prefent chiefly employed with 
the view of acting asian empiaftrum 
calidam. ‘In -fome ‘cafes it excites 
even vefications; bat in general it 
produces’ only redniefs of the part to 
which itis applied, witha flight de- 
gree of moifture ‘exuding from it. 
But even from this topical action it 
is often ferviceable in'cafes of cough 
and fimilar affections. 


PIX LIQUIDA [Lond. Ed.] 
Pinus fyloeftris Lin. 
Tar. 


This is ‘a ‘thick ‘black unctuous | 


fubftance, obtained from old pines 
and fir-trees, by burning them with 
aclofe finothering heat. It differs 
from the native refinous juice of the 
trees, in having'received a difagree- 
able empyréumatic quality from the 
fire ; and in containing a proportion 
of the faline and other juices united 
with the refinous and oily. By the 
mediation of thefe, apart of the te- 
rebinthinate oil proves diffoluble in 
agents liquers, which extract little 
or nothing from the purer turpen- 
tines, Water impregnated with the 

more foluble parts of tar, proves, 
in confequence ‘of this hot, pun- 
gent oi], warm and = ftimulating. 
It has been faid not only to raife the 
pulfe and quicken circulation, but 
‘to increafe the the vis vitae; and at 
‘onetime it was highly extolled asa 
remedy of the utmoft utility, parti- 
eulatly in cold phlegmatic habits. 
Iris now, however, very venerally 
allowed, that it is by ‘no-means in- 
titled to ‘the high character which 


\ 


--converted partly into fume, and 
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was once given of it, and at prefenti 
it is very little employed. 


PLANTAGO [£d.] Folia, 
Plantugo major Lin. 
Common gréat plantane; thes 
leaves. | 

This fpecies of plantane is called! 
Jeptinervia, from its having fever 
large nerves or ribs running along? 
cuch leaf; the narrow leaved fort, 
has only five ribs, and hence it is: 
named quinquenervia: they are botht 
common in fields and by road fides. 
The teaves are lightly aftringent, 
and the feeds faidtobefo; and hencet 
they ftand recommended 4 in hemor- 
rhagies and other cafes where me-. 
dicines of this kindare proper. The 
leaves bruifed a little are the ufuak 
application of the common people ta 
flight flefh wounds. 

Pjantane has been alleged to be a 
cure for the bite of the rattlefnake : | 
but for this there is probably but 
little foundation, although it is one’ 
of the principal ingredients in the: 
‘vemedy of the Negro Czefar, for 
the difcovery of which he received 
a confiderable reward from the af-| 
fembly of South Carolina. 






PLUMBUM [Lozd.} | 
Lead. | 
This is the heavieft of the metals 
except gold: it melts in a moderate? 
heat, and if kept in fufion, is foom 












partly into an afh-coloured cals 
(plumbum uffunr) ; thisexpofed to 
ftronger fire, in fuch a manner that 
the flame may play uponits furface, 
becomes firft yellow, and a ae 
of a deep red (minium or red lead 
if in this procefs the fire be finddienty 
raifed to a confiderable height, the 
calx melts, affumesthe appearance of 
‘oil, and on cooling forms a foft leafy 
fabftance of a yellowifh or reddifh 
colour ( litharge. ). The proper'men- 
ftruann 
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ftraum of this metal is aquafortis : 
the vegetable acids likewife diffolve 
it, but in very {mall quantity ; a 
quart of diftilled vinegar will not 
take up a dram ; expofed to the 
fteam of vinegar, it is by degrees 
corroded intoa white powder (ce- 
ruffe) which is confiderably more 
eafy of folution. The calces of lead 
diffolve by heat, in expreffed oils ; 
thefe mixtures are the bafisof feve- 
ral officinal plafters and unguents. 
Cryftals of this metal made with di- 
ftilled vinegar (called, from their 
{weetith taite, /ugar of lead ; but 
more properly p/umbum acetatum 


or ceru{fa acetata) are likewile kept’ 


in the fhops. 

Preparations of lead, given inter- 
nally, are fuppofed to incraffate the 
fluids, abate inflammations, and re- 
{train venereal defires. The fugar 
is a ftrong aftringent, and has been 
ufed, itis faid, with good fuccefs 
in hemorrhagies, the fluor albus, 
feminal pleets, &c. Atincture is 
recommended for the like purpo- 
fes ; and for checking immoderate 
fweats in phthifical cafes ; whence 
it has been ufually called tindtura 
antiphthifica. The internal ufe of 
this metal is neverthelefs full of 
danger, and ought never tobe ven- 
tured upon unlefs in defperate ca- 
fes, after other medicines have 
been employed without taking ef- 
fet: it often occafions violent co- 
jics ; and though it fhould not prove 

immediately hurtful, its ill confe- 
quences are fure, though flow: 
tremors, {pafins, or lingering tabes, 
too frequently follow. 

_ The preparations of lead with 
vinegar are much. ufed externally 
in inflammation. 


POLYPODIUM [Suec.] Radix. 

Polypodium vulgare Lin. 

Polypody ; the root. 

Polypody is. a capillary plant, 
growing upon old walls, the trunks 
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of decayed trees, &c. ‘That found 
upon the oak is generally preferred, 
though not fenfibly different from 
the others. The roots are long and 
flender, of a reddifh brown colour 
on the outfide, greenifh within, full 
of fmall tubercles, which are re- 


fembled to the feet of an infed ; 


whence the name of the plant: the 
tafte of thefe roots is fweetith and 
naufeous. 

Polypody has been employed in 
medicine for many ages; never- 
thelefs its virtues remain as yet to 
be determined, The ancients held 
it to be a powerful purger of melan- 
cholic humours ; by degrees, itcame 


to be looked upon as an evacuator 
of allhumoursin general: atlength 


it was fuppofed only to gently loofen 
the belly ; and afterwards even this 
quality was denied it: fucceeding 
phyficians, declared it to be aftrin- 
gent ; of thisnumber is Boerhaave, 
who efteems it moderately ftyptic 
and antifcorbutic, For our own 
part we have had no direct expe- 
rience of it, nor is it employed in 
practice: it is probable thar (as 
Juncker fuppofes) the frefh root 
may loofenthe belly, and that it has 
not this effe¢t when dry. 


POMPHOLYX [Swee.] 

This is an impure calx of zinc, 
produced in the furnaces where cop- 
per ismade into brafs by calamine, 
the ore of zinc. It is found adhe- 
ring to the covers of the crucibles, 
&c. eitherin form of thin crufts, or 
of a light downy matter, generally 
of a pure white colour, tho’ fome: 
times yellowith. 


POPULUS [Brun.] Gemma. 

Populus niger Lin, 

The black poplar ; its buds. 

The black poplar is a large tree, 
growing wildin watery places; it 
is eafily raifed, and very quick of 
growth. The young budsor rudi- 
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ments of the leaves, which appear 
in the beginning of fpring, abound 
with a yellow, unctuous, odorous 
jaice. They have hitherto been em- 
ployed chiefly in an ointment, which 
received its name from thein ; tho’ 
they are certainly capable of being 
applied to other purpofes: a tincture 
of them made in rectified {pirit 
yields upon being infpiffated a fra- 
grant refin fuperior to many of thofe 
brought from abroad. 


PORTULACA [ Brux.]|Herba, 
Semen. 

Portulaca oleracea Lin, 
. Paorflane; the herb and feed. 
- This herbis cultivated in gardens 
for culinary ufes. The feeds are 
ranked among thie leffex cold feeds, 
and have fometimes been employed 
in emulfions and the like, along 
with theothers of that clafs. 


PRIMULA [Szwec.] Flores, ra- 
dix. 

Primula veris Lin, 

Primrofe ; the flower and root, 

This is alow plant, growing wild 
in woods and hedges, and produ- 
cing pale yellow flowers in the 
fpring. The leaves have an herba- 
ceous tafte. The roots are lightly 
bitter, with a kind of aromatic fla- 
your, which fome refemble to that 
of anife-feeds; their expreffed juice 


purified by fettling, is fometimes 





» ufed as a fternutaiory. The flowers 

» have an agreeable flavour, but very 

“weak: an infufion of poh. wine 
# 


and a fpirit diftilled from.them, are 
employed in fome places as cordial 
and nervine. 


PRUNELLA [ Braz. Herba. 
Prunella vulgaris Lin, 
Self-heal ; the leaves. 

This plant grows wild in mea- 


_ dows and pafture grounds, and pro- 
~ duces thick fpikes of purplith fow- 


ers during the Jatter part of the 
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fuminer. It has an herbaceous. 
roughith tafle: and hence ftands 
recommended in hemorrhagies and 
alvine flaxes: it has been princi- 
pally celebrated as a vulnerary, 
whence its name; and in garga- 
rifms for aphthe, and inflamma- 
tions of the fauces. 


PRUNUM GALLICUM. 
[Loud.| Frudus. 

Prunus domeftica Lin, 

The common prune. 

The medical effects of the com- 
mon prunes are, to abate heat, and. 
gently loofen the belly : which they 
perform by lubricating the paflage, 
and foftening the excrement. They 
are of confiderable fervice in cof- - 
tivenefs, accompanied with heat or: 
irritation, which the more ftimula- . 
ting cathartics would tend to ag-. 
gravate : where prunes are not of | 
themfelves fufficient, their effects | 
may be promoted by joining with 
them a little rhubarb or the like; 
to which may be added fome car- . 
minative ingredient to prevent their ' 
occafioning flatulencies. 


PRUNUM SYLVESTRE. 
[Lond. | 

Prunus [pinofa Lin. 

The floe. 

Thefe have avery rough, auftere- 
tafte, efpecially before they. have: 
been mellowed by frofts. The juice | 
of the unripe fruit, infpiffated toa. 
proper confiftence, is called acacia: 
Cermanica, and ufually fold in the ; 
fhops for the true Egyptian acacia : 
it is equally aftringent with the E-. 
egyptian fort; but has more of a 
fharp or tartifh tafte, without any’ 
thing of the fweetifh relifh of the o- | 
ther. A conferve of the fruitis di-. 
rected by the London college. 


PSYLLIUM [Szec.] Semen. 
Plantago pfyllium Lin, 


This: 
. | 
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This is a fort of plantane, grow- 


- ing wildin the warmer climates,and 
- {ometimes met with inour gardens: 


- atdiffers from the common plantanes 


in having its ftalks branched, with 
leaves upon them; henceitis named 
by Ray plantayo caulifera. The 
feeds have been ufually bronglit from 
the fouth of France ; they are fmall, 
but fuppofed to refemble in fhape a 
flea, whence the Englifh name of 
the plant. Thefe feeds have a nau- 





feous, mucilaginous tafte : boiledin 
water they yield a confiderable 
quantity of mucilage, which is fome- 
times made ufe of in emollient gly- 
fters and the like. Alpinus relates, 
that among the. Egyptians this mu- 
-cilageis given in ardent fevers, and 
that it generally cither loofens the 


PTARMICA [ Brun.] Radix. 
Achillea ptarmica Lin. 
_ $Sneeze-wort-: the root. 
| This grows wild upon heaths and 
in moift fhady places : the flowers, 
which are of a white colour, come 
forth in June and July. The ropts 
have an acrid fmell, and a hot biting 
tate ; chewed they occafion a plen- 
tiful difcharge of faliva ; and when 
powdered and fnoffed up the nofe, 
provoke fneezing. Thefe are the 
only intentions to which they have 
: been ufually applied. 


|. PULEGIUM [Lond. Ed.) Her- 
Bos fas. ge" 

Mentha pulegium Lin. 

Penny-royal ; the flower. 

This plant grows fpontaneonfly 
in feveral parts of England upon 
moift. commons, and in watery 
places ; trailing upon the ground, 
bs ftriking roots atthe joints. Our 
markets have been for fome time 
fupplied with a garden fort, which 
is larger than the other, and grows 
upright. : 

Pennyroyal is a warm, pungent 








26% 
herb, of the aromatic kind, fimilar 
to mint, but more acrid and lefs a- 
greeable : it has long been held in 
great efteem as an aperient and de- 


obftruent, particularly in hyfteric 


complaints, ard fuppreflions of the 
uterine purgations. For thefe pur- 
pofes, the diftilled water is general- 
ly madeufe of, or an infufion of the 


leaves. It is obfervable, that bork 
‘water and rectified {piritextract the = 
virtues of this herb by infufion,and 


likewife elevate the greateft part of 
them in diftillation. ; 
In the fhops are kept a fimple wa- 
ter, a fpirit, and an effential oil ob- 
tained from this vegetable. But 
under any form it is now lefs fre- 
quently employed than formerly. 


PULMONARIA MACULO- 
SA [ Brun.| Herba. 

Pulmonaria officinalis Lin, 

Spotted long-wort ; the leaves. 

This is met with in our gardens : 
the leaves are of a green colour {pot- 
ted with white: of an herbaceous 
fomewhat mucilaginous tafte, with- 
out any fmell. ‘They ftand recom- 
mended againft ulcers of the Jungs, 
phthifis, and other fimilar diforders: 
experience, however, gives little 


countenance tothefe virtues, nor. 


does the prefent practice expect 
them. 


PULSATILLA NIGRI.- 
CANS [£d.] Herba cum flore. — 

Anemone pretenfis Lin 

Meadow anemone. 

This4s the moft acrid of the ane- 
monies ; andisrecommended by Dr 
Stoerk, in the quantity of halfan 
ounce of the diftilled water, or five 
grains of the‘extract, twice or thrice 
a-day in venereal nodes, pains, ul- 
cers with caries, chronic eruptions, 
amenorrhoea, various chronic aitec- 
tions of the eye, particularly blind- 
nefs from obfcurities of the cor- 
nea. Its common effects are nan- 
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fea or vomiting, an angmented dif- 
charge of urine, diarrhoea, and in- 
creafed pain at firft in the affected 
part. 


PYRETHRUM [Loud. Ed.] 
fiadin, :. 

Anthemis pyrethrum Lin. 

Pellitory of Spain: the root. 

This plant though a native of the 
warm climates, bears abe ordinary 
winters of this, and often flowers 
fucceffively from Chriftmaste May ; 
the roots alfo grow larger with us 
than thofe with which the thops are 
ufually fupplied from abroad, 

Pellitory root has no fenfible 
fmell ; its tafte is very hot and acrid, 
but lefs fo than that of aram; the 
juice expreffed from it has fearcely 
any acrimony, nor is the rootitfelf 
fo pungent when frefh as after it has 
been dried. Water, aflifted by heat, 
extracts fome fhareof itstafte; rec- 
tified fpirit, the whole; neither of 
them elevate any thing in diftilla- 
tion. The principal ufe of pyreth- 
rum in the prefent practice is as a 
mafticatory, for promoting the fali- 
val flax, and evacuating vifcid hu- 
mour's from the head and neighbour- 
ing parts ; by this meansit often re- 
Jieves the toothach, fome kinds of 
pains of the head, and lethargic 
complaints. 


QUASIA [Lond. Fd.] Lien, 
cortex, radix, 

Qua ‘fia amara Lin. 

Quafly: the wood, bask, and 
root. 

This root is aes the thicknefs 
of a man’s arm; its woodis whitith, 
becoming yellowith by expofure to 
the air. It has a thin, grey, fiffured 
brittle bark, which is fae hae in Su- 
rinam more powerful than the wood, 
Quafly has ne fenfible odour, butis 
one of the moft intenfe, durable, 


pure bitters known. Itsinfufion, de- 


\ 
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coction, and tincture, are almoft e- 
qually bitter and yellowith, and no» 
blackened by a chalybeate, 

It was much ufed ina fatal fever 
in Surinam, and is faid to be effec: 
tual in fupprefling vomiting. 

It is faid to be lefs antifeptic than 
Peruvian bark ; but, like colombo, 
another pure bitter, it preferves bile 
longer from putrefaction. The 
beft form is that of pills of the ex- 
tract. 


QUERCUS [Lond. Ed.) Cor- 
Lex. 

Quercus robur Lin, 

Oak tree, the bark. 

This bark is a ftrong aftringent 5 
and hence ftands recommended in: 
hzemorrhagies, alvine fluxes, and o-. 
ther preternatural or immoderate: 
fecretions; andin thefe it is fome- 
times attended with good effets. 
Some have alleged, that by the nfe: 
of this bark every purpofe can be: 
anfwered which may be obtained’ 
from Peruvian bark. But after fe-. 
veral very fair trials, we have by, 


‘no means found this to be the cafe, 


RADIX INDICA LOPEZI-. 
ANA [£d.] 

Radix Indica a Joanne Lopez de 
nominata, Gaubit Adverfaria. 

Indian, or Lopez root. 

The tree is unkown. Neither: 
the woody nor cortical part, of the 
root has any remarkable’ fenfible 
quality, A flight bitternefs is per- 
ceptible, and itis recommended, 
like fimarouba, in diarrhoeas even 
of the colliquative kind, in half- 
dram dofes four times a-day. Lit- 
tle of this root has been brought to 
Europe: but fome of thofe who have. 
had an opportunity of employing it, 
fpeak in very high terms of the ef- 
feéts obtained from it. 


- RAPHANUS 
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RAPHANUS RUSTICANUS 

[ Lond. Ed.| Radix. . 

Gochlearia armorica Lin. 

Horfe-radifh root. 

This plant is fometimes found 
wild about river fides, and other 
moift places; for medicinal and cu- 
linary ufes, it is cultivated in gar- 
dens; it flowers i in June, but rarely 
perfects its feeds in this country. 
Horfe-radith root has a quick pun- 
gent fmell, and a penetrating acrid 
tafte; it neverthelefs contains in 
certain veffels a {weet juice, which 
fometimes exudes from the furface. 
By drying, it lofes all its acrimony, 
becoming firft fweetith, and after- 
wards almoft infipid: if keptin a 
cool place, covered with fand, it re- 
tains its qualities for a confiderable 
The medical effects of this 
root are, to ftimulate the folids, at- 
tenuate the fluids, and promote the 
fluid fecretions: it feems to extend 
its action through the whole habit, 
and affect the minuteft glands, It 
has frequently done fervice in fome 


_kinds of {curvies and other chronic 


_diforders, proceeding from a vifci- 


dity of the juices, or obftructions of 
the excretory ducts. Sydenham re- 
commends it likewife in dropfies, 
particularly thofe which fometimes 
follow intermittent fevers. Both 
water and rectified {pirit extract the 
virtues of this root by infufion, and 
elevate them in diftillation; along 
with the aqueous fluid, an effential 
oil arifes, poflefling the whole tafte 
and pungency of the horfe-radihh. 
From this root, the {piritus raphani 
compofitus derives its name, and no 
inconfiderable fhare of its activity, 


REALGAR, a foflil compofed 
of arfenic and falphur. Vide Ar- 
SENICUM. 


RESINA ALBA, Vide TERE- 
BINTHINA, 


<p ei Medica. 





RHABARBARUM [L ons . 
Ed.|, Radix. 

Rheum palmatum, Ly. 

Rhubarb; the root.: 

This plant, which is of the dock 
kind, grows fpontaneoufly in Chi- 
na, oe endures the colds of our own 
climate. Two forts of Rhubarb, are 
met within the fhops. The firft is 
imported from T urkey and Ruflia, 
in roundifh pieces freed from the 
bark, with a hole through the mid- 
dle of each ; they are externally ofa 
yellow colour, and on cutting appear 
variegated with lively reddifh fireaks 
The other, which is lefs efteemed, 
comes principally from, China in 
longifh pieces, harder, heavier, and 
more compact than the foregoing. 
The firft fort, unlefs kept very dry, 
is apt to grow mouldy and worm- 
eaten; the fecond is Jefs fubject to 
thefe inconveniences. Some of the 
more induftrious artifts are faid to 
fill up the worm-holes with certain 
mixtures, and to colour the ontfide 
of the damaged pieces with powder 
of the finer fort of rhubarb, and 
fometimes with cheaper materials : 3 
this is often fo nicely done, as effec- 
tually toimpofe upon the buyer, un- 
lefs he very carefully examines each 
piece. The marks of good rhubarb 
are, that itbe firm and folid, but 
not flinty; that it be eafily pulver- 
able, and appear, when powdered, 
of a fine bright yellow colour: that 
upon being chewed, it impart to the 
fpittle a fatiron tinge, without prov- 
ing flimy or macilaginous in the 
mouth, Its tafte is fubacrid, bit- 
terifh, ‘and forhewhat altringent ¢ 
the fmell lightly aromatic. 

Rhubarb is a mild cathartic, 
which operates without violence or 


‘irritation, and may be given with 


fafety even to pregnant women and 
to children. In fome people, how- 
ever, it always occafions fevere gri- 
ping. Befides its pargative quality, 
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it iscelebrated fcr an aftringent one, 


~ by which it ftrengthens the tone of 


a dindhie, ty hn oe Oh rs 


/ 





the ftomach and inteftines, and 
proves ufeful in diarrhoea and dif- 
orders proceeding from a laxity of 
the fibres.. Rhubarb in fubftance 
operates more powerfully as a ca~- 
thartic than any of the preparations 
of it. Watery tinctures purge more 
than the fpirituous ones; whilft the 
Jatter contain in greater perfec- 
tion the aromatic, aftringent, and 
corroborating virtues of the rhu- 
barb. The dofe, when intended as 
a purgative, is fram af{cruple to a 
dramormore. 

The Turkey rhubarb is, among 
us, univerfally preferred to the Haft- 
India fort, though this lait is for 
fome purpofes at leaft equal to the 
other ; it is manifefily more aftrin- 
gent but bas fomewhat lefs of an 
aromatic flavour. Tinctures drawn 
from both with rectified {pirit, have 
nearly the fame tafte: on diftilling 
off the menftrnum, the extract left 
from the tinéture of the Eaft-India 
rhubarb proved confiderably the 
ftrongeft. They are both the produce 
of the fame climate, and probably 
the roots of the fame plant taken up 
at different feafons, or cured in a 
different manner. 

‘Rhubarb is now raifed in Britain 
equal to any that is imported. 

The officinal preparations of this 
drug are, a watery and a vinous in- 
fufion, a fimple and a compound 
tincture. Itis alfo an ingredient in 
different compofitions, fuch as the 
elixir ex aloe et rheo, the pilule 
ftomachicze, and fome others. 


RHAMNUS CATHARTICUS. 
Vide Spina CERVINA. 


RHAPONTICUM [Rof-] Ra- 
ix. | | 
Rheum raponticum Lin, 
Rhapontic: the roots. 
~ Rhapontic is a large roundifh- 
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leaved plant, growing wild on the: 


mountain Rhodope in Thrace, from 


whence it was brought into Europe,, 
about the year 1610, by Alpinns:: 
it bears the bardeft winters of. this: 
climate, and is not unfrequent ini 
our botanic gardens. The root of! 
this plant (which appears evidently’ 
to have been the rhubarb of the an-- 
cients) is by fome confounded with. 
the modern rhubarb, though confi- - 
derably different both in appearance : 
and quality. ‘The rhapontic is of a. 
dufky colour on the furface, of a 
loofe fpongy texture; confiderably 
more aftringent, but lefs puryative 
than rhubarb; with this lafl inten- 
tion, two or three drams are requir- 
ed for a dofe. $ 


RHODODENDRON [£d.] 
Herba. 

Rhododendron chryfanthum Lin. 

Rhododendron; the herb. 7 

‘This plant is a native of Siberia, 
where a weak infufion of itis ufed 
as tea. The Siberians ufe a kind of 
decoction of it in rheumatifm and 
gour. They put about two drams 
of the dried fhrub into an earthen 
pot, with about ten ounces of boiling | 
water, Keeping it near a boiling 
heat for anight, and this they take 
in the morning. It is faid to occa- 
fion heat, thirft, a degree of deli-. 
rium, and a peculiar creeping-like 
fenfation in the parts. affeted. The 
ufe of liquids is not allowed during. 
its operation, as this is apt to induce. 
vomiting. In-a few hours the pain 
and difagreeable fymptoms are re- 
lieved, and it is faid two or three 
dofes generally complete the cure. 
The powder has alfo been ufed in 
dofes of a few grains. 

Hitherto ithas been fo little em- 
ployed in Britain, that it has no 
place inthe London pharmacopoeia ; 
Bat in fome cafes in which it has: 
been ufed at Edinburgh, it has been 
preductive of good effects; and ac- 
| cordingly 
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| cordingly it is now introduced into 
| the Edinburgh pharmacopoeia, as 
| well as into the Pharmacopeeia Rof- 
| fica, where it had firfta place. 


| ‘RIBES NIGRUM [Lozd.] 
| Frauds. 

| Ribes nigrum Lin. 

Black currants. 


RIBES RUBRUM [Lond.] 
\Prudas. 

Ribes rubrum Lin. 

Red currants ; the berry. 

Thefe haveacool acidulous fweet 
tafte, fufficiently agreeable both to 
|the palate and ftomach. 


|of an officinal fyrup, and an infpif- 
\fated juice, which are frequently 
jemployed with advantage in recent 


jeatarrhs, attended with flight fore 
| throat. 


| RICINUS [Lond. Ed.] Semen. 
| Ricinus communis Lin. 

| Palma Chrifti; the feed. _ 

| Thefe feeds are nuts about the 
fize of fmall beans: and are, like 
the bitter almonds, deleterious. The 
oil, commonly called nut or caftor 
oil, is got by expreflion, retains 
fjomewhat of the mawkifhnefs and 
banner of the nut: but is, in ge- 
neraj,a fafe and mild laxative in 
cafes where we wihh to avoid irrita- 
tion, as in thofe of colic, calculus, 
gonorrhoea, &c. and fome likewife 
ufe it as a purgative in worm-cafes. 
Half an ounce or an ounce common- 
ly anfwers with an adult, and a 
dram or two with an infant. 

_ An oil of an inferior kind, but 
poffefling nearly the fame qualities, 
is obtained by boiling. 

With many, the averfion to oil in 
its pure ftateis fo great, thar this 
purgative cannot be taken without 
great reluctance ; and accordingly 
different modes of taking it have 
been propofed. Some prefer taking 
it {wimming on a gla{s of water or 


: 


The black currants are the bafis’ 
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peppermint water, or in the form of 
emulfion,with mucilage, or with the 
addition of a little ram. Sometimes 
it is neceffary to increafe its activity 
by the addition of fome other pur- 
gative: And with this view, no- 
thing anfwers better than a fmall 
quantity of tincture of jalap, or 
compound tincture of fenna. 


ROSA DAMASCANA 
Ed.) Petalum. 

Rofa centifolia Lin. | 

The damafl rofe 5 the petal. 

This elegant flower is common 
in our gardens. Its fmell is very 
pleafant and almoft univerfally ad- 
mired ; its tafte bitterifh and fuba- 
crid. In diftillation with water, it 
yields a fmall portion of a butyrace- 
ous oil, whofe flavour exactly refem- 
bles that of the rofes, This oil, and 
the diftilled water, are very ufeful 
and agreeable cordials. Hoffman 
firongly recommends them as of 
fingular efficacy for raifing the - 
firength, cheering and recruiting 
the fpirits, and allaying pain; which 
they perferm without raifing any 
heat inthe conftitution, rather abat- 
ing it when inordinate. Damafk 
rofes, befides their cordial aromatic 
virtue, whichrefides intheir volatile 
parts, have a mildly purgative one, 
which remains entire in the decoc- 
tion left after the diftillation : this, 
with a proper quantity of fugar, 
forms an agreeable laxative fyrup, 
which has long kept its place in the 
fhops. 


[ Lond. 


ROSA RUBRA [Lond. Ed.] 
Petalum. 

Rofa gallica Lin. 

The red rofe; the petal. 

This has very little of the fra- 
grance of the foregoing pale fort ; 
and inftead of its purgative quality, 
a mild gratefully afiringent one, e- 
fpecially before the fower has epen- 
ed: thisisconfiderably improved by 

hafty 


Ea eee abe Se, Ofy eee rs Ey 





ek tee Dil ie he tf ee yk Uae Y, Al sills sO eae Ms oe ia 


266 


hafty exficcation ; but both the 


- aftringency and colour are impaired 


by flow drying. In the thops are 
prepared a conferve, an infufion, a 
honey, and a fyrup of this flower. 


ROSMARINUS [Louad. Ed.) 
Cacumen, fios. 

Rofmarinus officinalis Ling 

Rofemary ; the top and flower. 

This isa native of Spain, Italy, 
and the fouthern parts of France, 
where it grows in great abundance 
upon dry gravelly grounds ; in the 
hike foils it thrives beft with us, and 
likewife proves ftronger in fmell 
than when produced in moift rich 
ones: this obfervarien obtains in al- 


moft all the aromatic plants. 


Rofemary has a fragrant fmell, 
and a warm pungent bitterifh tafte, 
approaching to thofe of lavender: 
the leaves and tender tops are 
ftrongeft; next to thefe the capof 
the flower ; the fiowers themfelves 


are confiderably the weakeft, but 


moft pleafant. Aqueous liquors ex- 
tract a great fhare of the virtues of 
rofemary leaves by infufion, and e- 
levate them in diftillation ; along 
with the water arifesaconfiderable 
quantity of effential oil, of anagree- 
able ftrong penetrating fmell. Pure 
fpirit extracts in great perfection 
the whole aromatic flavour of the 
yofemary, and elevates very little 
of it in diftillation : hence the re- 
finous mafs left upon abftradting the 
{pirit, proves an elegant aromatic, 
very rich in the peculiar qualities of 
ihe plant. The flowers of rofema- 
ry give over great part of their fla- 
vour in diftillation with pure {pirit; 
by watery liquors, their fragrance 
is much injured ; by beating, de- 
ftroyed. The officinal preparations 
of rofemary are, an effential oil, 


and a fpirit commonly known by 


the tithe of Hangary water; the 
fops are alfoan ingredient in the 
compound tinéture iguana and 
fome other formula, 
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RUBIA [Lond. Ed. Radix. 
Ridbia tinorum Lin. 
Madder ; the root. 

Madder is raifed in fome of ow! 
gardens for medicinal purpofes : ij 
was formerly cultivated among us: 
in quantity, for the ufe of the dyr 
ers, whoare at prefentfupplied from 
Holland and Zealand. It has litrle: 
or no fmell, and a fweetith tafte: 
mixed with a little bitternefs. The 
virtues attributed to it are thofe ob 
a detergent and aperient; whence 
it has been ufually ranked among 
the opening roots, and recommend-. 
ed in obftractions of the vifcera, 
particularly of the kidneys, in co- 
agulations of the blood from falls: 
or braifes, in the jaundice, and be~ 
ginning dropfies. 

It is obfervable, that this root, 
taken internally, tinges the urine of: 
a deep red colour; and in the Phi-. 
lofophical Tranfactions, we havean: 
account of its producing alike ef-. 
fect upon the bones of animals who: 
had it mixed with their food: all! 
the bones, particularly the more fo-. 
lid ones, were changed, bothexter- 
nally and internally, to a deep red, 
but neither the flefhy or cartilagi- 
nous parts fuffered any alteration : 
fome of thefe bones macerated in 
water for many weeks together, and 
afterwards fteeped and boiled in 
{pirit of wine, loft none of their co- 
lour, nor communicated any tinge 
tothe liquors. The colouring part 
of this root appears therefore to be 
poflefied of great fubtility of parts ; 
whence its medical virtues feem to 
deferve inquiry, 

Some ufe it in half-dram dofes 
feveral times a day as an emmena- 





* gogue. 


RUBUS IDBUS[Loud.] Fric- 
tus. 

Rubus ideus reas 

Rafpberry ; the fi; ruit. 


This 





SS SS aa 


Part EE. Miperke 


This fhrub iscommon in our gar- 
| dens; and has likewife, in fome parts 
| of England, been found wild: it 
| flowersin May ; andripens its fruit 
| in Joly. Rafpberries havea pleafant 
fweet tafte, accompanied with a pe- 
| euliarly g grateful flavour ; on account 
| of wl hich they are chiefly valued. As 
to their virtues, they moderately 
| gaench thirft,abate hear, firengthen 
| the vilcera, and promote the natural 
|excretions. An agreeable fyrup, 
prepared from the juice, is directed 
| to be kept in the fhops. 


RUBUS NIGER [ofs.] Bac- 
6a. 

Rubus fruticofus Lin, 

The bramble ; the fruit. 

This thrub is frequently found 
| wild in woods and hedges. The 
Mverries have a faint tafte, without 
any thing of the agreeable favour of 
the foregoing: the leaves are fome- 
voli aftringent. 
| They enter no officinal compoft- 
| tion, are rarely directed in practice, 
and hence have now no place in our 
pharmacopoeias. 





RUSCUS [Brun] Radix. 
Rufcus aculeatus Lin. 

Butchers broom ; the root. 

_ ‘Fhis is a fmall prickly. plant, 
fometimes found wild in woods. 
The root has a foft {weetith tafte, 
which is followed by a bitterifh one: 
it is one of the five aperient roots ; 
and with this intention is fometimes 
made an ingredient in apozems and 
diet-drinks, for opening flight ob- 
ftructions of the vifcera, purifying 
the blood and juices, and promoting 
the fluid fecretions. 


RUTA [Loznd. Ed.| Radix. 

Ruta graveolens Lin. 

Rue ; the herb. 

This is afmall fhrubby plant, met 
with in gardens, where it flowers.in 
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June, and hoidsits preen leavesall 
the winter: wé frequently find in 
the markets a jarrow-leaved fort, 
which is cultivaed by fome in pre 
ference to the cher, on account of 
its leaves appeanne variegated du- 
ring the winter vith white ftreaks. 
Rue basa ftroig ungrateful fmell, 
anda bitterifh, penetrating taftes 
the leaves, whenin full vigour, are 
extremely acrid,infomuch as to in- 
flame and bli ifler|he fkin, if much 
handled. With gard to their me- 
dicinal virtues, Hey are powerfully 
ftimulating, atte ating, and deter- 
gent; and hence,in cold phlegma- 
tic habits, they qticken the circula- 
tion, diffolve tenateous juices, open 
obftructions of thepxcretory glands, 
and promote the fluid fecretions. 
The writers on tht materia medica 
ia general have snes a very 
high opinion of the virtues of this 
plant. Boerhaaveis full of its prai- 
fes; particularly oj the effential oil, 
and the diftille d water cohobated 
or rediftilled fevera times from freth 
parcelsof the herb: after fomewhat 
extravagantly copmending other 
waters prepared iy this manner, he 
adds, with regal to that of rue, 
that the greatett ise endations he 
can befiow upon it fall fhort of its 
merit: “What medicine ({ays he) 
canbe more eficac ous for promoting 
fweat and perfpiration, for the cure 
of the hyfteric pafion, and of epilep. 
fies, and for expelling poifon.” 
Whatever fervice rue may be of in 
the two laft cafes, it undoubtedly 
has its ufe in the prhers : the coho- 
bated water, however, is not the 
moft efficacious preparation of ir, 
An extract made by rectified fpirit 
contains, in a fmall compafs, the 
whole virtues of the rue; this men- 
ftruum taking up by infufion all the 
pungency and flavour of the plant, 
and elevating nothing in diftillation, 
With water, its peculiar favour and 
warmth 
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warmth arife ; the litternefs, anda 
confiderable fhare ¢ the pungency, 
re naining behind. 
_. The only officin preparation of 
“rne. now retained i} our pharmaco- 
 poeias is the extrict: but itis an 
ingredient in the fompourd pow- 
der of myrrh, andfome other com- 
pofitions. ie | 


| 





SABINA [Lonl. Ed.) Folium. 

Funiperus fabiia Lin. 

juniper ; 2 te eaf. 

This isan evergreen fhrub, cloth- 
ed with fall, pmewhat prickly, 
leaves: ndoos: net produce fruit till 
very old, and hetce has been gene- 
rally reputed barren. The leaves 
have a bitter, acid, biting tafte ; 
and 4 firong difarreeable fell : di- 
filled with « wate’, they yield an ef- 
fential oil, in hrger quantity, as 
Hoffinan obferve:, “than any other 
known vegetably, the turpentine~ 
tree alone excepted. 

Savin is a watin irritating ape- 
rient medicine, cpableof promoting 
fweat, urine, aml all the ¢ glandular 
fecretions.. The diftilled oilis one 
of the moft pewerful emmena- 
gogues; and is found of fervice in 
obf{trnétions of the uterus or other 
vilcera, proceeding from a laxity 
and weaknefs of| the veffels, or a 
flugeifh indifpofition of the juices. 

The powder isfometimes ufed for 
confuming venerial warts. 

The eflential ol and a watery ex- 
tract are kept in ihe fhops; and, as 
well astherue, the favin is likewife 
an ingredient in the compound pow- 
der of myrrh, 

SACCHARUM NON PURI- 
FICATUM [Lond.] 

Brown fugar, | 


SACCHARUM PURIFICA- 
TUM, five Brs coctum [Lozd.] 
Double refined fhgar. 


\ 
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SACCHARUM CANTUM 
ALBUM er RUBRUM [ Rof/s.] | 
Sugar-candy, white and brown. | 


Sugaris the effential falt of the a- 
rundo Saccharifera, a beautiful large 
cane growing {puntaneoufly in the 
Faft-Indies, and fome of the warmer 
parts of the Weft, and cultivated 
there in great quantity. The ex- 
preffed juice of the cane is clarified 


with the addition of lime-water, | 


without which it does not aflume the 
form of a true fugar, and boiled 
down toa dne confiftence ; when, 


being removed from the fire, the. 


faccharine part concretes from the 
groffer unctuous matter, called 
treacle or melaffes. This, as yet 
impure or brown fugar, is farther 
purified, in conical moulds, by. 
fpreading moift clay on the upper 
broad furface : the watery moifture, 
flowly percolating through the mafs, 


carries with ita confiderable part of © 


the remains of the treacly matter. 
This clayed fugar, imported from 
America, is by our refiners diffolved 
in water, the folution clarified by 
boiling with whites of eggs and de- 


“fpumation, and after due evapora- 


tion poured into moulds: as foon as 
the fugar has concreted, and the 
fluid part ftrained off, the furface is 
covered with moift clay as before. 
The fugar, thus once refined, by a 
repetition of the procefs becomes the 
double-refined fugar of the fhops. 
Thecandy, orcryftals, are prepared 
by boiling down folutions of fugar 
to a certain pitch, and then remo- 


ving them into a hot room, with — 


fticks fet acrofs the veffel for the fu- 
gar to fhoot upon: thefe cryftals 
prove of a white or brown colour, 
according as the fugar was pure or 
impure. 

The ufes of fugar as a fweet are 
fafficiently well known. The impure 
forts contain an. unétuous or oily 


matter, 
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matter; in confequence of which 
they prove emollient and laxative. 
| The cryftals are moft difficult of 


| folation ; and hence are propereft 


where this foft lubricating fweet 
is wanted to diffolve *flowly in the 
mouth. 


SAGAPENUM [Lozd. Ed.] 
Gummi refine. 

Sagapenum, the gum refin. 
This is a concrete juice brought 
from Alexandria, either in diftin& 
tears, or run together in large maf- 
fes. Itis outwardly of a yellowith 
colour ; internally, fomewhat paler, 
and clear like horn; grows foft 
upon being handled, and fticks to 
the fingers : its tafte is hot and bit- 
ing 3° ‘the fmell difagreeable, by 
fome refembled to that of a leek, 
by others toa mixture of afafoetida 
and galbanum. 

Sagapenum is an ufeful aperient 
and deobftruent ; and not unfre- 
quently prefcribed either alone orin 
conjunction with ammoniacam or 
galbanum, for opening obftructions 


of the vifcera, and in hyflerical dif- 


orders arifing from a deficiency of 
the menftrual purgations. I: likewife 
promotes expectoration, and proves 
of confiderable fervice in fome kinds 
of afthmgs and chronic catarrh, 
where the lungs are oppreffed by 
vifcid phlegm. It is moft commodi- 
dioufly given in the form of pills ; 
from two or three grains to half a 
dram may be given every night or 
oftener, and continued for fome 
time. ‘When fagapenum is f{carce, 
the druggifts ufually fapply its place 
with the larger and darker colour- 
ed maffes of bdellium, broken into 
pieces ; which are not eafily diftin- 
guifhed from it. 

Sagapenum was an ingredient in 
the compound powder of myrrh, e- 


- dectuary of bay-berries, mithridate 
and theriaca of the London phar- 
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But from fuch >f- thefe formula 
as are fill retainjd it is now re- 
jected. It enter|the gum pills of 
the London college ; but it has no 
place either in thet or any ¢ 
formula of the Editburgh pharma ; 
copoeia, a prefereice being given. 
to ammoniacum an( galbanum. 





SAGO [Gez.] 

Cycas circinalis L it. 

Sago. 

This is the prodate of an orien- 
tal tree of the palm thibe. The me- 
dullary part of the tree is beaten 
with waier, and made into cakes, 
which are ufed by jhe Indians as 
bread. They likewif¢ put the pow- 
der into a funnel, antl wath it with 
water over a hair- “live, which allows 
only the finer part to pafs through 
the water. The water, on ftanding, 
depofites the fecule ; which being 
paiied through perforated copper 
plates, is formed into grains called — 
Sage. It furnifhes agreeable jelly 
with water, milk, or broth, and is 
much ofed in phthifical and conva- : 
lefcent cafes. : 


SAL ALKALINUS FIXUS 
VEGETABILIS, Prafertim is qué 
pearl-athes lingua vernacula dicitur. 


CINERES CANVELLATI 
vet KALI IMPURUM [Lozd.] 

Vegetable fixed alkaline falt, 
particularly that named in Englith, | 
pearl afhes. 

The Edinburgh college eeian 
rejected the oily alkalies of broom, 
wormwood, &c. order the pearl- 
afhes to be burnt in a crucible, dif- 
folved in water, and the liquor tobe 
decanted and evaporated to drynefs 
in aniron pot. If the falt be thus 
properly purified, it difloives in its 
weight of water; the folution is 
free from colour and imell, fupplies 
the place of the oleuin tartari per 

ce}i- 
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. aable alkali. 
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deliquium, endiin a dry ftate that 
of the falt of rarar. 

The mild veg:table alkaliis ufed 

n form of lotior, in fome cutaneous 
- difeafes, and as zftimulant to the in- 
~ attive {tare of we veilels in certain 
ulcers. Itis uftd invernally as a di- 
aphoretic or ditretic, and of late in 
calculus comphiints. 

When the kquid alkali is depri- 
ved of its fixed air by quicklime, it 
forms the cautic or foap ley, which 
ina diluted ftzte isinjected by fome 
for removing the mucus and poifon 
im recent gonorrhoea. The pure 
falt obtained by evaporation forms 
the common cauftic, which, on ac- 
count of its deliquefcent, and con- 
fequently fpreading quality, is little 
ufed. The canftic ley diluted is the 
bafis of the common quack lithon- 
triptics. 

ict fometimes allays the fymp- 
toms of calculus without any evi- 
dence of its having aéted on the 
ftone, andin fome cafes the ftone has 

tho a marks of its action; bat its 
mtinned ufe feldom fails to injure 
or the imteftinal 










the conftitution, 
canal. 

BARILLA, five Natron, 
{Lond.] 

This does not differ much in its 

general properties from tle vege- 

It is procurable from 
the athes of fea plants, particularly 
from kali, and it is called /foda or 
Barilla: This purified has been re- 
commended by fome in fcrophuia. 


SAL ALKALINUS FIXUS 
FOSSILIS, Vuleo fal foda, ex 
herba kali uf ed.) | 

Foffil fixed alkaline falt; com- 
monly called falt of foda, from the 
barnt herb kali. 


SAL AMARUS [Loud. Ed.) 
 Magnefia vitriolata. 
~The bitter purging fale. 

This. fale ‘is extracted from the 
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bitter liquor remaining after the 
cryftallization of common falt from) 
fea-water. Itis the falt of the Ep-- 
fom and fome other purging mineral| 
waters. We ufually meet with it int 
minute cryftals, of a {nowy appear- - 
ance; diflolved in water, and cry-.- 
ftallized afrefh, it concretes, if pro- 
perly managed, into larger ones, of | 
a rectangular prifmatic figure, re- 
fembling thofe of the artificial ca- 
tharuic falt of Glauber, to which 
they are fometimes fubftitated in 
the fhops. 

All thefe falts have a penetrating 
bitrerith tafte; they diffolve in lefs 
than an equal weight of water: in 
a moderate heat they melt, bubble 
up into blifters, and foon "change 
into a white fpongy mafs, with the 
lofs of above half their weight: this 

calx taftes more bitter than the falts 
did at firft, and almoft totally dif- 
folves again in water. The acid of 
thefe falts is the vitriolic : the bafis_ 
of the natural is magnefia ; of the 
artificial, an alkaline falt, the fame 
with the bafis of fea-falt. Hence 
upon adding alkaline falts to a folu- 
tion of the falts of Glanber, no 
change enfues : whilft the falts ob- 
tained from the parging waters, or 
the bittern of marine waters, grow: 
milky upon this addition, and de- 
pofite their earth, the alkaline falt 
being taken up in its place. 

The fe] amarusisa mild and gen- 
tle purgative, operating with fufi- 
cient efficacy, and in general with 
eafe and fafety, rarely occafioning 
any gripes, ficknefs, or the other in- 
conveniences which purgatives of 
the refinous kind are too often ac- 
companied with. Six or eight drams 
may be diffolvedfor a dofe ina proper 
quantity of common water; or four, 
five, or more, in a pint, or quart of 
the parging waters. Thefe liquors 
may likewife be fo managed as to pro- 
mote evacuation,by the other emmnnc- 
tories: if the patient be kept warm, 
they increale perfpiration ; ; and by 
moderate 
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modetate exercife in a cool air, the 
urinary difcharge. Some allege this 
fait has a peculiar effec in allaying 
pain, as incolic, evenindependently 
ef evacuation. 


SAL AMMONIACUS [Loznd. 
£d] 

Ammonia muriata, 

Sal ammoniac. ~ 

This is an artificial faline con- 
crete, faid to be prepared by fubli- 
mation from the foot of cow-dung. 
It is brought from Egypt in conti- 
derable quantities, but we are now 
principally fupplied in Britain from 
our own manufactures, feveral of 
which are eftablifhed in different 
parts of the country. In thefe, 
though the cheapeft and mo com- 
modious procefs of preparing it is 
not generally known, yet it is with 
good reafon conjectured to be prin- 
cipally formed from fea-falt and foot, 
the former furnifhing the marine 
acid, the latter rhe volatile alkali. 
Itis in general in large round cakes, 
convex on one fide, and concave on 
theother ; and fometimes in conical 


: loaves ; on breaking, they appear 


compofed of needles, or ftrice, ran- 
ning tranfverfely. The beft are al- 
moft tranf{parent,colourlefs,and free 
from any vifible impurities: thofe 
moft commonly met with are -of a 
grey yellowith colour on the outfide, 
and fometimes black, according as 
the matter is more-or lefs impure. 
The tafteof this falt is very fharpand 
penetrating. Ir diffolves in twice 
its weight, ora little lefs of water; 
and upon evaporating a part of the 
menftruum, concretes again into 
long fhining fpicula, or thin fibrous 
plates like feathers, 

Sal ammoniac appears from ex- 
periments tobe compofed of marine 
acid, united witha volatile alkali. 
If mingled with fixt alkalies, or ab- 
forbent earths, and expofed to a 
moderate fire, a large quantity of 
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volatile falt fublimes, the acid re- 
maining united with the interme- 
dium ; if treated in the fame man- 
ner with quicklime, an exceeding 
penetrating volatile {pirit arifes, bur 
no folid falt is obtained. Expofed 
alone to a confiderable heat, ir fab- 
limes entire, without any alteration 
of its former properties: ground 
with certain metallic fubftances, it 
elevates fome part of them along 
withitfelf, and concretes with the 
remainder j intoama{s, which readi- 
ly flows into a liquor in a moifi air : 
this appears in moft refpeis fimilar 
to a faturated folution of the metal 
made directly in fpirit of fale. 
Pure fal ammoniac is a perfectly 
neutral falt, capable of attenuating 
vifcid humours, and promoting a 
diaphorefis,or the urinary difcharge, 
according to certain circumflances 


in the cont itution, or as the patient 


is managed during the operation. 
If a dram of the {ule be taken, dite 3. 
folved in water, and the patient 
kept warm, it generally proves fu- 
doriic: by moderate excreife, ere. 
walking in the open air, its ation : 
is determined to the kidneys; a 

large dofe yently loofens the belly, 
and a ftill larger proves emetic. 
This faltis recommended by many 
as an excellent febrifuge, and by 
fome has been held a great fecret 
in the cure of intermittents. It is 
undoubtedly a powerful aperient, 
and feems to pafs into the minuteft 
veffels; and as fuch may in fome 
cafes be of fervice, either alone, or 
joined with bitters or bark. This 
falt is fometimes employed exter- 
nally as an antifeptic, and in lotions 
and fomentations, for cedematous 
and fcirrhous tumours; and alfo in 
gargarifms for inflammations of the 
tonfils, and for attenuating and dif- 
folving thick viicid mucus, Some 
ufe it in form of lotion, in certain 
ulcers, and for removing COMMON 
warts, » 

| SAT. 
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SAL MURIATICUS [Lond] 


Natron muriaium. 
Sea-fale or common alimentary 
falt. 
This is a neutral falt, differing 
from moft others in occafioning 
thirft when fwallowed. It diflolves 
in fomewhat lefs than three times 
its weight, in water; the folution 
flowly evaporated, and fet to fhoot, 
affords cubical cry tals, which unites 
together in the form of hollow 
truncated pyramids. Expofed to the 
fire, it crackles and flies abour, or 
decrepitates as it is called; foon 
after, it melts, and appears fluid as 
water. A fmall quantity of this 
falt added to the nitrous acid, en- 
ables it to diflolve gold, but renders 
dt unfit fer diffolving filvers if a fo- 
lution of Lilver be poured into liquors 
containing even a minute portion of 
common fale, t the whole immediate- 
ly grows turbid and white; this 
_ phenomencen is owing to the preci- 
pitation of the filver. 
This falt is either found in folid 
. form in the bowels of the earth, or 
a folved in the waters of the feaor 
faline {prings. 

1. Sal gemme. Rock falt. ae 

is met within feveral parts of th 
world ; but in greateit plenty in 
certain deep mines, of prodigious 
extent near Cracow in Poland ; 
- fome is hikewife found in England, 
particularly in Chethire. It is for 
the moft part very hard, fometimes 
of an opake fhowy whitenefs, fome- 
times of a red, green, blue, and 
other colours. When pure, it is 
perfectly tranfparentand colourlefs ; 
the other forts are purified by folu- 
_ ton in water and cryftallization, in 
order to fit them for the common 
ufes of fale. 

2... Sal i Sai marinus 
Hifpanus. The {alt extraed from 
fea-waters and. aline fprings. Sea 






_ waters yield ie -fiftieth toone 


thirtieth their veg of,pure falt; 
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feveral {prings afford much larger | 
quantities ; the celebrated ones of | 
our own country at Nantwich, | 
Northwich, and Droitwich, yield | 
(according to Dr Brownrigg) from 
one-fixth to fomewhat more than 

one-third. There are two me- 

thods of obtaining the common falt 

from thefe natural folutions of it: 

The one, ahafty evaporation of the 

aqueous fluid till the fale begins to 

concrete, and fall in grains to the 

bottom of the evaporating pan, 

from whence itisraked out, and fet 

in proper veflels to drain from the 

brine or bittern : the other, a more 

flow and gradual evaporation, con- 

tinued no longer than ull a faline 

cruft forms on the top of the li- 

quor; which, upon removing the 

fire, foon begins to fhoot, and run 

into cryftals of a cubical figure. In 

the warmer climates, both thefe 

proceifes are effected by the heat of 

the fun. The falts obtained by | 
them differ very confiderably : thar 

got by a hafty evaporation is very 

api to relent in a moift air, and run 

per deliquium; an inconvenience 

which the cryftallized falt is not 

fubject to: this laft is likewife found 

better for preferving meat, and fun- 

dry other purpofes. 

Common falt, in {mall quantities, 
is fuppofed to be warming, drying, 
and to promote appetite and di- 
geftion: in large dofes, as half an 
ounce; it proves cathartic. It ts 


fometimes ufed to check the opera- 


tion of emetics and makes them run 
gff by ftool; and as a ftimulus in 
plyfters, - oe 

SAL CORNU CERVI; 2. ¢. 

Sal alkalinus volatilis, ficcus, ex 
offibus vel cornibus animalium igne 

aratus, ab oleo purificatus. 

Salt of harthhorn ; 4. ¢. dry vola- 
tile alkaline falt, obtained by means 
of fre from the bones or horns of 
ASAT treed from its oil. [Ed.] 

This 


. Part II. 


This article, to which the London 
college now give thé name of am- 
monia preparata, will afterwards 
eome to be mentioned under the 
head of Sats. Here, with refped 
to its medical properties, it is fufii- 
cient to obferve, that it is a quick 
and powerful ftimulant, and as fuch 
is employed externally to the nofe 
in fyncope; and with oilin cynanche, 
and fome other inflammations, asa 
rubefacient. Itis ufed internally in 
various low ftates of the fyftem. 


SALIX [Ed.| Ramulorum cor- 
BEX, 

Salix fragilis Lin. 

The willow; the bark of the 
branches. 

This bark poffeffes a confiderable 
degreeof bitternefs and aftringency. 
It has been recommended by fome 
as a fubftitute for the Peravian 
bark; and of the indigenous barks 
which have been propofed, it 1s per- 
haps one of the moft effectual. But 
in point of efficacy it isin no de- 
gree to be compared with the Pe- 
ruyian bark. 


SALIVA [Lond. Ed.] Folium 
Saliva officinalis Lin, 
Sage; the leaf. 

-Of the faliva different varieties 
are in ule, particularly thofe diftin- 
guifhed bythe titles of major and mzi- 
nor. Thefe plants are common in 
our gardens, and flower in May and 
Jane: the green and red common 
iages differ no otherwife than in 
the colour of the leaves; the feeds 
of one and the fame. plant produce 
both: the fmall fort is a diftiné 
{pecies; its leaves are narrower 
than. the others, generally of a 
whitifh colour, and never red; 
moft of them have at the bottom a 
piece flanding out on each fide in 
the form of ears. Both forts are 
moderately warm aromatics, accom- 
panied with a light degree of a- 
firingency and bitternefs; the {mall 
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fort is the ftrongeft, the large moft 
agreeable. 

The writers on the materia me- 

dica are full of the virtues of fage, 
and derive its name from its fuppo- 
fed falutary qualities. 
Salvia faloatrix, nature concilia- 
trix. ! A 
Cur moriatur homo, cui falvia 
erefcit in horto ? 

Its real effects are, to mode« 
rately warm and ftrengthen the vef- 
fels; and hence, in cold phleg- 
matic habits, it excites appetite 
and proves ferviceable in debili- 
ties of the nervous fyftem. The 
beft preparation for thefe purpofes 
is an infufien of the dry leaves, 
drank astea; or a tincture, or ex- 
tract, made with redtifed fpirit, 
taken in proper dofes; thefe con- 
tain the whole virtues of the fage; 
the diftilled water and eflential oil, 
only its warmth and aromatic quali- 
ty, without any thing of its rough- 
nefs or bitternefs. Aqueous in- 
fufions of the leaves, with the ad- 
dition of a little lemon-juice, prove 
an ufeful dilating drink in febrile 
diforders. They are of an elegant 
colour, and fufficiently acceptable to 
the palate. 


SAMBUCUS [Loud. Ed.) core 
tex interior, flos, bacca. 
Sambucus nigra Lin. 


Black berried elder; the inher : 


bark, flower, and berry. 


This is alarge fhrub, frequent in 


hedges; it flowers in May, and 
ripens its fruit in Seprember. 
inner green bark of its trunk is. 
gently cathartic; an infufion of it 
in wine, or the expreffed juice, in 
the dofe of half an ounce or an 
ounce, is faid to purge moderately, 
and in fmall dofes to prove an ef- 
ficacious deobftruent, capable of 
promoting all the fluid fecretions. 
The young buds, or rudiments of: 
the leaves are ftrongly purgative, 
and act with fo much violence as to 
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be defervedly accounted unfafe. 
The flowers are very different in 
quality: ‘thefe have an agreeable 
aromatic flavour, which they give 
over in diftillation with Water, and 
impart by infufion to vinous. and 
fpiritous liquors. Theberries have 
a {weetith, not unpleafant tafte; 
neverthelefs, eaten in fubitance, 
they offend the ftomach: the ex- 
prefied juice; infpiffated tothe con- 
fiftence of a rob, proves an ufeful 
aperient medicine ; it opens obftruc- 
tions of the vifcera, promotes the 
natural evacuations, and if continued 
for a length of time, does confider- 
able fervice in fandry chronical dif- 
orders. It is obfervable, that this 
jurce, which in its natural {tate is of 
a purplith colour, tinges vinous {pi- 
rits of a deep red. 

This articie was formerly kept in 
the fhops, under feveral different 
formule. The fuccus fpiffatus and 
unguentum fambuci fill retain a 
place in the London pharmacopeeia ; 
but the fambucus does not now. en- 
ter any fixed formula in that of E- 
dinburgh. ° 

A rob was prepared from the ber- 
ries; an oi! of elder by boiling the 
flowers in oil olive; and an oint- 


ment by boiling them in a mixture 


of oil and fuer. 


SANGUIS DRACONIS [Load. 
Ed.) Gummi refina. | 

Dragon’s blood. 

Itis perhaps furprifing, that while 
the London and Edinburgh: col- 
leges have of late made fo many 
changes in) the names of articles, 
they fhould ftill have retained one fo 
abfurd as that which is affixed to 
this article, efpecially as that name 
js not in the fmalleft depree de- 
rived from any of thofe different 
vegetables from whence this ar- 
ticle is alleged to be obtained, 
“What, is called dragon’s-blood is 
a ppm: -refinous fubftange brought 


\ 
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from the Eaft-Indies, either in oval! 
drops, wrapped up in flag leaves 5: 
or in large’ mafles, compofed of 
fmaller tears. It is faid to be ob- 
tained from'the palmijuncus draco, , 
the calamus rotang, the dracena. 
draco, the pterocarpus draco, and 
feveral oiher. vegetables. 

The writerson the materia me- 
dica in general, give the preference 
to the former, tho’ the othersare not 
unfrequently of equal goodnefs: the 
fine dragon’ s-blood of either fort 
breaksfmooth, free from any vifible 

impurities, of a dark red ‘colour, 
which changes upon being powder: 
ed into an elegant: bright crimfon. 
Several artificial compofitions, | ‘Co- 
loured with thetrue dragon’s-blood, 
or Brazil wood, are fomietimes fold 
in the room of ‘this commodity : 
fome of thefe diffolve like gums, in 
water; others crackle in the fire, 
without proving inflammable; whiltt 
the genuine fanguis-draconis readily. 
melts and catches flame, and is not 
acted on by watery liquors. Tt totally 
diffolves in pure fpirit, and tinges a 
large quantity of the menftruum of 
adeep red colour: it is likewife fo- 
inble in expreffed oils, and gives 
them ared hue, lefs beautiful than 
that communicated by anchufa. 
This drug, in fubftance, has no fen- 
fible fimell ortafte ; when diffolved, 
it difcovers fome degree of warmth 
and pungency. It is ufually, bue 
without foundation, looked upon 
asa gentle aftringent, and fometimes 
directed as, fuch in extemporaneous 
prefcription, againft feminal gleets, 
the fluor albus, and other fluxes. 
In thefe cafes, it is fuppofed to pro- 
duce the general effects of refinous 
bodies, lightly incraflating the flu- 
ids, and fomewhat ttrengthening the 
folids. But in the prefent practice 
it is very little ufed, either external-. 
ly or internally. it i is {till however 
an ingredient in the emplaflrum 
thari is of the London pharmacopoeia, 
‘It 
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ir formerly entered the pulvis ftyp- 
ticus of the Edinburgh college ; ; 


but from this it has with propriety - 


been rejected, giving place to a 
much more active article, the gum- 
kino: and perhaps the fanguis dra- 
conis might even with propricty 
be omitted from our pharmacopoe- 
ias, at leaft till its qualities be real- 
ly afcertained: For even fuppofing 
fome of thefe red coloured refins 
fold under this name to poflefs me- 
dical properties, yet it can hardly 
be imagined that all refins of this 
colour have the fame properties. 


SANICULA [ Bruz.] Folia. 

Sanicula Europea Lia. 

Sanicle ; the leaves.. 

This plant grows wild in woods 
and hedges, and flowers in May. 
The leaves have an herbaceous 
roughith tafte: they have long been 
celebrated for fanative virtues, 
both internally and externally. 
Neverthelefs their effects, withany 
intention, are not confiderable e- 
nough to gain them a place in the 
prefent practice. 


— SANTALUM ALBUM 
Brun. | 

: Santalum album te 

|. White faunders. | 

| This is a wood brought from the 
Eaft-Indies in billets about the 
thicknefs of a man’s leg, of a pale 
wwhitith colour. This is not, as has 
deen fuppofed, a different "Species 
from the following, but that part of 
the yellow faanders wood which lies 
next the bark. Greareft part of it, 
jas met with in the fhops, has no 
fmell or tafte, nor any fenfible 
Muality that can recommend it to 
the notice of the phyfician. © 





SANTALUM CITRINUM 
za) 


Santalum album ee , 


Medica, 


Yellow faunders. | 

This article, which is the interior 
part of the wood of the fame tree 
which furnifhes the former, is of a 
pale yellowifh colour, of a pleafant 
{mel], anda bitterifh aromatic tafte, 
accompanied with an agreeable kind 
of pungency. This elegant wood 
might undoubtedly be applied to 
valuable medical purpofes, though 
at prefent very rarely made ufe of: 
Diftilled with water it yields a fra- 
grant effential oil, which thickens 
in the cold into the confiftence of a 
balfam. Digefted in a pure f{pirit, 


it imparts a rich yellow tincture ; 


which being committed to diftilla- 
tion, the fpirit arifes without bring 
ing over any thing confiderable of 
the flavour of the fannders. The 
refiduum contains the virtues of fix 
times its weight of the wood. 
Hoffinan looks upon this extract as 
a medicine of fimilar virtues toam- 
bergris ; and recommends it as an 
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excellent reftorative in great debi- 


lities. 


SANTALUM RU BRUM 
[Lond. Ed.) 

Ptergcarpus fantolinus Lins 

Red faunders, es 3 

This is a wood brought from the 
Eaft-Indies in large billets, of a 
compact texture, a dull red, almoft 
blackifh colour on the outlide, and 
a deep brighter red within. 
wood has no manifeft finell; and 
little or no tafte. It has been com- 
mended asa mild afiringent, anda 
corroborans of the ne 
but thefe are qualiti ” 
only to the yellow fort 

The principal ufe™ 
ders is asa colouring .¢ ru. 
which intention it is em 








fome formule, particularly in the 
af: 


tintlura lavendule compofita. 
communicates a deepred torectifi 
{pirit, but gives ae einige, £0 aqueo 
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‘liquors : a fmall quantity of the 


relin, extracted by means of fpirir, 
tinges a large one of frefh fpirit, of 
an elegant blood’ red. There is 
fearce any oil, that of lavender ex- 
cepted, to which it communicates 
its colour. Geoffroy and others 
take notice, that the Brazil woods 
are fometimes fubftituted to red 
faunders ; and the college of Bruf- 
fels are in doubt whether all that is 
fold among them for faunders be not 
really a wood of that kind, Accor- 
ding tothe account which they have 
given, their faunders is certainly 
the Brazil wood; the diltinguith- 
ing character of which is, that it 
imparts its colour to common water. 


SANTONICUM [Lond. Ed.) 
Semen. | ) 

Artemifia SantonicumLin. LON. 

Artemifia auftriaca Jacquin. ED. 

Worm feed. 

This feed is the produce of a 
plant of the wormwood or mugwort 
kind, growing in the Levant. 

Irisa f{mall, light, chaffy feed, 
compofed as it were of a number 


_ -of thin membranous coats, of ayel- 
~ Jowifh colour, an unpleafant fmell, 


and a very bittertafte. Thefe feeds 
are celebrated for anthelmintic vir- 
tues, which they have in common 
with other bitters ; and aré fome- 
times taken with this intention, ei- 
ther mixed with molaffes, or can- 
died with fugar: their unpleafant 
tafte renders the form of a powder 
or decoction inconvenient. 


X OLEO OLIVE 





Lea. = 
White Spanifh Soap. 
_ SAPO MOELIS. 
Common foft foap. 
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SAPO NIGER. | 
Black foft foap, _ 

Soap is compofed of expreffed 
vegetable oils or animal fats, tnited 
with alkaline lixivia. The firft fort, 
or white hard foap, is made with 
the finer kinds of oil olive ; the 
common foft fort with coarfer oils, 
fat, tallow, or a mixture of all 
thefe ; and the black (as is faid) 
with train-oil. : 

The purer hard foap is the only 
fort intended for internal ufe. This, 
triturated with oily or refinous mat- 
ters, renders them foluble in water, 
and hence becomes an ufeful ingre- 
dient in pills compofed of refins, 
promoting their diffolation in the» 
ftomach, and union with the ani- 
mal fluids, though gum is certainly 
preferable. Boerhaave was a great 
admirer of foap; and in his private 
practice feldom prefcribed any refin- 
ous pills without it, unlefs where 
an alkalefcent or putrid ftate of the 
juices forbad its ufe. From the fame 
quality, foap likewife feems well 
fitted for diflolving fuch oily of unc- 
{uous matters as it May Meet within 
the body, attenuating vifcid juices, 
opening obftriictions of the vifcera, 
and deterging all the veffels it pafles 
through. It has likewife been fup- 
pofed a powerful menftruum for the 
human calculus ; and a folution of 
it in lime-water, as one of the 
ftrongeft diffolvents that can be ta- 
ken with fafety into the ftomach. 
The virtue of this compofition has 
been thought confiderably greater 
than the aggregate of the diffolving 
powers of the foap and lime water 
when unmixed. 

The foft foaps are more pene- 
trating and acrimonious than the 
hard, The principal medical nfe of 
thefe is for fome external purpofes, 
although by fome, when diffolved int 
ale, they have been directed to be 
an | ~. taken 
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phe: to a a confiderable extent in 
the cure of jaundice, 


Hard foxp gives name to an ofti- 
cinal platter, liniment, and balfam. 


SAPONARIA [Suec.] Folia. 
radix. 

| Sapouaria officinalis Lin. 

Soapwort, or bruifewort; the 
herb and root. 

This grows wild, though not ve- 
ry common, in low wet places, and 
by the fides of running waters ; 
a double-flowered fortis frequent in 
our gardens. The leaves havea 
bitter, not agreeable tafte ; agitated 
with water they raife a faponaceous 
froth, which is faid to have nearly 
the fame effets with folutions of 
foap irfeif, in taking out {pots from 
cloaths, and the like. The roots 
tafte fweetifh and fomewhat pun- 
gent, and have a light fmell like 
thofe of liquorice: digefted in rec- 
tified fpirit, they yield a ftrong 
tincture, which lofes nothing of its 
tafte or flavour in being infpiffated 
to the confiftence of an extract. 
This elegant root has not come 
much into practice among us, though 
it promifes from its fenfible quali- 
ties to be a medicine of confidera- 
ble utility. 
the German phyficians as an aperi- 
ent, corroborant, and fudorific ; and 
preferred by ‘the college of Wir- 
temberg, by Stahl, Neumann, and 
others, to farfaparilla. 


SARC GES 
18 refina. ak 

This is 2 ¢oncrete juice, brought 
from Perfia and Arabia in final}, 
whitith, yellow grains, with a few 
of a reddifh, and fometimes of a 
deep red i colour, mixed with them; 
the whiteft tears are preferred, as 
beingthe fretheft. Iris fappofed to be 
the. product of the peng a farcocolla 
of Linnzus. Its tafte is bitter, ac- 


compained with adall kind of fweet- 


COLLA [Lozd.] Gum- 
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It is much efteemed by , 


nefs. It diflolves in watery liquors, 
and appears to be chiefly of the 
gammy kind, with a {mall admix- 
ture of refinous matter. Iris prin- 
cipally celebrated for conglutina- 
ting wounds and ulcers (whence its 
NAME capxoxorag, flefh-glue), a qgua- 

lity to which neither this nor any 
other drug has a jufttitle. Iris an 
ingredient i in the pulvis ecerufja. 


SARSAPARILLA [Lopd. Ea] 
Radix. 

Smilax farfaparilla Lin. 

Sarfaparilla ; the root. 

This root is brought from the 
Spanifh Weit-{Indies. It confifts of 
a oreat number of long firings hang- 
ing from one head: the long roots, 
the only part made nfe of, are about 
the thicknefs of a soole- quill, or 
thicker, flexible, compofed of fibres 
running their whole length ; ; fothat 
they may be ftript into pieces from 
one end tothe other. They have 
a glutinous, bitterifh, not ungrate- 
ful tafte, and no {mell. It was firlt 
brought into Europe by the Spani- 
ards, about the year 1563, with the 
character of a fpecific for the cure 
of the lues venerea, a difeafe which 
made its appearance a little before 
that time, and likewife of feveral 
obftinate chronic diforders. What- 
ever good effects it might have pro- 
duced in the warmer climates, it 
proved unfuccefsful in this; info- 
much, that many have denied it to 
have any virtue at all. It appears, 
however, from experience, that tho’ 
very unequal to the charater which 
it bore at firft, itis in fome cafes of 
confiderable nfe asa fudorific, where 
more acrid medicines are improper. 
The beft preparations are, a decoc- 
tion and extract made with water ; 
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a decoction of half an ounce of the 


root, or a dram. of the extract, 
which is equivalent thereto, may 
be taken for a dofe. 
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SASSAFRAS [Loznd. Fd. Lig- 


num, radix ejufque, cortex, 
Laurus fafjafras Lin. 
Saffatras ; the wood, root, and 
its bark. | 
_ Saflafras is brought to usin long 
ftraight pieces, very light, and of a 
‘fpongy texture,covered with a rough 
-fungous bark ; outwardly of an ath 
colour, inwardly of the colour of 
rufty iron. It has a fragrant {mell, 
and a fweetifh aromatic fabacrid 
tafte: the bark taftes much ftronger 
“than any other part; and the fmall 
twigs {tronger than the large pieces. 
As to the virtues of this root, it is a 
warma a ient andcorroboraut ; and 
frequently employed with good fuc- 


ceis for purifying the blood and. 


Juices. For thefe purpofes, infufions 
made from the rafped root or bark, 

may be drank astea. In fome con- 
itiiuiions, thefe liquors, by their 
fragrance, are apt, on firft takin 

them, co affedt the head: in hick 
cafes they may be advantageonfly 
freed from their flavour by boiling. 

A decoction of faffafras boiled down 
to the confiftence of an extraé, 

proves fimply bitterifhand fubaftrin- 
gent. Hoffman aflures us, that he 
has frequently given this extrac to 
the quantity of a feruple at a time, 
with remarkable fuccefs for ftrength- 
ening the tone of the vifcera in ca- 
chexies, and alfo in the decline of 
intermittent fevers, and in hypo- 
chondriacal fpafins. Saffafras yields, 
in diftillationyan extremely fragrant 
oil, of a penetrating pungent tafte, 

fo ponderous, notwithftanding the 
lightnefs of the drog itfelf, as to 
fink in water. Rectified fpirit ex: 
tracts the whole tafte and fmell of 


faffafras, and elevates nothing in. 


evaporation: hence the fyiritnous 
extract proves the moft elegant and 
efficacious preparation, as contain- 
ing the virtue of the root entire. 
The only officinal preparation of 
faflafras is the effential oi], The 
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gacanth. 
_ water, freed from the fkin, and af- 


mercy a 
Part IL 


{aflafras wees is an ingredient i ir! 
the decoction of the woods; and the 


oil in the elixir euaiacinum. | 


SATUREIA [Swec.| Herba. 

Satureia hortenfis Lin. 

Summer favory ; the herb. 

This herb is raifed annually ir 
gardens for culinary purpofes. "i 
is a very pungent warm aromatic ; 
and affords in diftillation with water 
a fubtile effential oil, of a penetra- 
ting fmell, and very hot acrid tafte. 
It yields little of its virtues by in-. 
fufion to aqueous liquors: rectified 
fpirit extracts che whole of its tafte: 
and fmell, but elevates nothing in 
diftillation. 


SATYRION [Ed.] Radix. 
Orchis mafcula Lin, 
Orchis ; the root. . 
This plant is frequent in fhady: 
laces and moift meadows: each: 
plant has two oval roots, of a whi-. 
tifh colour, a vifcid fweetifh tafte, 
and a faint unpleafant{mell. They: 
abound with a glutinous flimy juice.. 
With regard to their virtues, like: 
other mucilaginous vegetables, they: 
thicken the ferous humours, and de-. 
fend the folids from their acrimony : | 
they have alfo been celebrated, tho’ 
on no very good foundation, for ana-. 
leptic and aphrodifiac virtues ; and. 
frequently made ufe of with thefe 
intentions. Salep,a celebrated refto- 
rativeamongthe Turks, is probably 
the prepared root of certain plants 
of the orchis kind, This drug, as 
fometimes brought to us, is in oval 
pieces, of a yellowith white colour, 
fomewhat clear and pellucid, very 
hard, and almoft horny, of little or 
no fell, and tafting like gum tras 
Satyrion root, boiled in 


terwards fufpended intheair todry, 
gains exactly the fame appearances 


the roots thus prepared, diflolve in 


into a mucilage. 
MN Geoffroy, | 
aie « ogi. Sie é Bees 


boiling water 


Part IT. 
Geoffroy, who firft communicated 
this preparation of orchis, recom- 
mends it in confumptions, in bilious 
dyfenteries, and diforders of the 
breatt, proceeding from an acrimo- 
ny of the} sions 


SCABIOSA [ Brun.] Herba. 

Scabiofa arvenfis Lin. 

Scabious ; the herb. 

This is a rongh hairy plant, 
growing wild in pafture-grounds ; 
of a naufeous bitterifh tafte. It 
ftands recommended as an aperient, 
fudorific, and expectorant, but the 
prefent practice has little depend- 
dence on it. 


SCAMMONIUM . Edy 
Guminti-refina. ! 

Convelvz lus [cammonia he 

Scammony; the gum-refin. 

Scam mony is 4 concrete juice, ex- 
tracted from the roots of a large 

climbing plant growing in the Afi- 
atic Turkey. The beft comes from 
Aleppo, in light fpongy maffes, 
eafily friable, of a thining ath colour 
verging to black ; when powdered, 
of a light grey or whitifh colour. 
An inferior fort is brought from 
Sniyrna in more compact ponderous 
pieces, of a darker colour, and fall 
of fand and other impurities. This 
juice is chiefly of the refinous kind: 
rectified {pirit diflolves five ounces 
out of fix; the remainder is a mu- 
cilaginous fubftance mixed with 
drofs: proof fpirit totally diffolves 
it, the impurities only being left. 
Ic has-a faint unpleafant {mell, and 
a bitterith, fomewhat acrimonious 
tafte. 

Scammony is an efficacious and 
{trong purgative. Some have con- 
demned it as unfafe, and laid fun- 

‘dry ill qualities to its charge; the 
principal of which is, that its ope- 
ration is uncertain, a full dofe pro- 
ving fometimes ineffe@iual, whilft at 
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others a much fmaller one occafions 
dangerous hypercatharfis. This dif- 
ference, however, isowing entirely 
to the different circumftances of the 
patient, amd not to any ill quality, 


or irregularity of operation, of. the 


medicine : where the inteftinés are 
lined with an exceflive load of mu- 
cus, the {cammony pafles through, 

without exerting itfelf upon them ; 
where the natural nucus is deficient, 
a {mall dofe of this or any other re- 
finous cathartic, irritates and in- 
flames. Many have endeavoured to 
abate the force of this drug, and 
corre¢t its imaginary virulence, by 
expofing it to the fume of fulphur, 
Ws otae it in acid juices, and the 
like: but this could do no more 
than deftroy as it were a part of 
the medicine, without making any 
alreration in the refit. Scammony 
in fubftance,. judicioufly managed, 

ftands not in need of any correcior: 
if triturated with fagar or with al- 
monds, as we have formerly recom- 
mended for other refinous purga- 
tives, ic becomes fufficientiy fafe 
and mild in its operation. It may 
likewife be conveniently diflolved, 

by trituration, in a ftrong decodtion 
of liquorice, “and then poured off 
from the feces; the college of Wir- 
temberg affure us, that by this 
treatment it becomes mildly pur- 
gative, without being attended with 
gripes, or other inconveniences ; 
and that it likewife proves inoffen- 
five to the palate. The common 


dofe of feammony is from three to 


twelve grains. 

Scammony gives name to three 
different compound powders, viz. 
the pulvis e {cammonio compofitus, 
pulvis e fcammonio cum aloe, and 
pulvis‘e fcammoniocum calomelane, 


andisan ingredient in the compound 
-powder of fenna, the compound ex- 


tract of colocynth, and the pills of 
colocynth and aloes. é 


S 4 SCIL- 
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SCILLA [Lond. Fd.] Radix. 


Scilla maritima Lin. 

Squill, or {ea-onion ; the root. 

This is a fort of onion, growing 
{pontaneoutly upon dry fandy fhores 
in Spain and the Levant, from 
whence the root isannually brought 
into Europe. It fhould be chofen 


plump, found, frefh, and full of a. 


clammy juice: fome have preferred 
the red fort, others the white, though 
neither deferves the preference to 
the other; the only difference per- 
ceivable between them, is that of the 
colour ; and hence both may be ufed 
promifcuoufly. This root is to the 
tafte very nawfeous, intenfely bitter, 
and acrimonious: much handled, 
it ulcerates the fkin. With regard 
to its medical virtues, it powerfully 
ftimulates the folids, and attenuates 
wifcid juices; and by thefe qualities 
promotes expectorauon, urine, and 
if the patient be kept warm, {weat: 

if the dofe be confiderable, i it proves 
emetic, and fometimes purgati 
The principal ufe of this medi 
is where the primee vize abound with 
mucous matter, and the lungs are 
opprefled by tenacious phlegm. e 

‘Wagner, in hisclinical obfervations, 
recommends it given along with 
nitre, in hydropical {wellings, and 
in the nephritis; and mentions fe- 
veral cures which he performed, by 
giving from four to ten grains of 
the powder fora dofe, mixed with 
a double quantity of nitre: he fays, 
that thusmanaged, it almoft always 
operates as a diuretic, though fome- 
times it vomits or purges. In 
dropfy, dried fquills is often com- 
bined with mercury. The moft 
commodious form for the taking of 
{quills, unlefs when defigned as an 
emetic, is that ofa bolas, or pill : 
liquid forms are to moft people. too 
offenfive, though thefe may be ren- 
dered lefs difagreeable both. to-the 
palate and ftomach by the addition 


\ 
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of aromatic diftilled waters. ‘This 
root yields the whole of its virtues, 


both to aqueous and vinous men-- 


ftrua,andlikewife to vegetable acids. 
Its officinal preparations, are a cons 
ferve, dried quills, afyrup, and Vir 
negar, an oxymel, and pills. 


SCOLOPENDRIUM. 
LINGUA CERVINA, 


Vide 


, SCORDIUM [Lond. f£d.] Her- 
a. 

Tale saa ‘fr dium Lin. 

Water-germander ; the herb. | 

This is a fmall, fomewhat hairy 
plant, growing wild in fome parts 
of England, though not very com- 
mon; the fhops are generally fup- 
plied from gardens. It has a bitter 
tafte, and a dtrong difagreeable 
{mell. .Scordium is of no great 


efteem in the prefent practice, not- 
withftanding the deobftruent, diu- 


retic, and {udorific virtues for which 
it was formerly celebrated. lt for- 


-mefly entered the mithridate, the- — 
riaca,and.cataplafm of cammin feed, 


and gave name to two compound 


powders and an electuary; but it 
could by no means be confidered as - 


an article of any great activity ; and 
from fuch of thefe formulz as are 


ftillretained, the{cordium isrejeGt- — 


ed. * 
SCORZONERA [Suec.] Radix. 


Scorzonera Hifpanica Lin. 

Viper's grafs; the reat. — 

Scorzonera is met with only in 
gardens. The roots abound with 


aanilky juice, of a bitterith fubacrid 


tafte; and hence may be of fome 


fervice for ftrengthening the tone of — 
the vifcera, and promoting the fnid 
fecretians. 
celebrated asalexiphanmacs, and for 
throwing out the meafles and fmall- 


They were formerly 


ee but have now almott entirely 
Jott holy character, 
SCRO: 


Part II. | 


Part I. 
SCROPHULARIA [Brux. ] Fo- 


lium, radix. 

Scrophularia nodofa Lia, 

Fig-wort; the leaf and root. 

This herb grows wild in woods 
and hedges: the roots are of a 
white colour, full of little knobs or 
pratwberances on the furface: this 
appearance gained it formerly fome 
repute againit {fcrophulous diforders 
and the piles; and from hence it 
received its name: but modern 
practivioners expect no fuch virtues 
from it. Jt has.a faint unpleafant 
fmell, anda fomewhat bitter difa- 
greeable tafte. 


SEBESTENA [Brua.] Fruc- 
£US. 

Cordia myxa Lin. 

Sebeitens. 

Thefe are a fort of plum, the 
produce of a tree growing in the 
Eaft-Indies. The fruit is brought 
from thence ina dry fate; it is of 
a dark or blackifh brown colour, 
with whituh or afh-coloured cups: 
the fleth fticks clofe to the flone, 
which contains fometimes one and 
fometimes two kernels. This fruit 
has a fweet, very glutinous tafte: 
and hence has been employed for 
foftening acrimonious humours, in 
dome ‘kinds of hoarfenefs, aud in 
coughs from thin fharp deAuxians:: 
at prefent it is not often met with 
in the fhops. 


SEDUM ACRE [Suec.] Her- 
ba FECEHS » 

Sedum acre Lin. 

Wall-ftone crop, or pepper; the 
recent plant. 

‘his {pecies of the fedum is a 
imall perennial, fucculent, ever- 
green plant, growing in great abun- 
dance on the t tops of walls and roofs 
of honfes. It has a faint fmell, and 
at firft an herbaceous tafte ; bat it 
afterwards fhows confiderable acri- 
mony, exciting afente of biting heat 
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and diuretic. 


our own climate. 


tle finger, 


” See Mesa apt ONE 


aS 1- 


in rhe mouth and fauces. In its 


recent ftate it dhows very active 


powers, proviug emetic, purgative, 
The expreffed juice 
taken to the quantity of .a table 
fpoonful, has been faid to prove a 
very draftic medicine: but the plant 
in is dried (tate fhows little or no 
activity. In this country it is hard- 
ly employed, and has no place in 
our pharmacopoeias. Its activity, 
however, points it out as a fubject 
deferving attention. 


SENEKA - [Logd. fd... Radix. 

Folygala Seuega Lin. 

Seneka, or rattle-fnake root. 

Seneka grows fpontaneoufly in 
Virginia, and bears. the winters of 
This root is a- 
fually about the thicknefs of the lit- 
varioufly bent and con- 
dorted, and appears as if compofed 
of joints, whence it is fuppofed to 
refemble the tail of the animal 
whofe name it bearss a kind of 
membranous margin runs on each 
fide, the whole length of the roct. 
Its tafte i is at firft acid, afterwards 
very: hot and pungent. . 

The Seneka indians are {aid to 
prevent the fatal effedis which fol- 


low. from the bite of the rattle-{nake, 


by giving it internally, and by ap- 


plying it externally to the wound. 


ir has been ftrongly recommended 


in -pleurifies, peripneumonies, and 
other inflammatory diftempers. Its. 
more immediate effects are thofe of 
adiuretic, diaphoretic, and cathar- 


tic; fometimes It proves emetic: 
the two laft operations -may be oc- 
cafionally prevented, by giving the 


root in fmall dofes along with aro- 


matic fimple awaters, as that of cin- 


namon. The ufual dofe of the pow- 
der is thirty grains or more. 


Some have tikewife employed this 
root in hydropic cafes, and not 
without fuccefs. There are exam- 
ples of 1 its occafioning a plentiful e- 

-yacuation 
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ation by ftool, urine, and perfpira- 


tion; and by this means removing 
the difeafe after the common diu- 
retics and hydragogues had failed: 
where this. medicine operates as a 
cathartic, it generally proves fuc- 
cefsiul: if it acts by liquefying the 
blood and wt without occafion- 


‘ing a due diicharge, it flould either. 


be abftained from, or aflifted by 


proper additions. 


SENNA [Lond. Ed.] Fofium. 

Cafiia [enna Lin. 

Senna; the leaf. 

This is a fhrabby plant cultivated 
in Perfia, Syria, and Arabia ; from 
whence the leaves are brought, 
dried and picked from the ftalks, to 
Alexandriain Egypt; and. thence 
imported into Europe. They are of 


- aan nt EO ‘ a ; Vy 
an oblone figure, fharp pointed at 


the ends, about a quarter of aninch 


edi 


‘brought 


broad, and not a fullinch in length, 
of a lively yellowifh green colour, a 
faint not very difagreeable fell, 
and a fabacrid, bitterith, nanfeous 
tafte. Some inferior bis are 
from Tripoli and other 
places ; thefe may eafily be diftin- 


- guithed by their being either nar- 


rower, longer, and {harper pointed; 
or larger, broader, and round point- 
ed, wi ith {mall prominent. veins ; or 
large and obtufe, of a freth green 
coloar, without any yeliow catt. 
Senna is a very ufeful cathartic, 
operating mildly, and yet effedu- 
ally: and if judicioufly dofed and 
managed, rarely occafioning the 
ill confequences which too frequent- 
ly follow theexhibitiou of the {trong- 
er purges. The only inconveniences 
complained of in this drug are, its 


. being apt to gripe, and its naufeous 


flavonr. The griping quatity de- 
pends upon a refinous fubftance, 
which, like the other bodies of this 
clafs, is naturally: difpofed’ to ad- 
here to the coats ,of the inteftines. 


The more this refin is divided by 


Bi 


Patt iW 


aii matters as take off its tenacity, | 
the lefs adhefive, and confequently | 
the lefsirritating and griping it will | 
prove ; that the lefs it is divided, 
the more griping: hence fenna gi- 
ven by itfelf, or infufions made ina | 
very fmall quantity of fluid, gripe 

feverely, and purge lefs than when 

diluted by a large portion of fuitable 

menftruum, or divided by mixing 

the infufion with oily emulfions. 

The ill Aavour of this drug is faid to 

be abated by the greater water-fig- 

wort: but we cannot conceive that 

this plant, whofe fmellis manifeftly 

fetid and its tafte naufeous and bit- 

ter, can at all improve thofe of fen- 
na: others recommend: bohea tea, — 
tho’ neither has this any confiderable 

effet. The fmell of fenna refidesin 

its more volatile parts, and may be 

difcharged by lightly boiling infu- 

fions of it made in water: the li- 

quor thus freed from -the peculiar 

flavour of the fenna, may be eafily 

rendered grateful to the tafte, by 

the addition of any proper aromatic 

tincture or diftilled water. The col- 

leges, both of London and Edin- 

burgh, have given feveral formulas 

for the exhibition of this~article, 

fuch as thofe of infufion, powder, 

tincture, and electuary. Thedofe of 

fenna in fabftance, is from a {cruple 

toadram; in ii fallin: from one to 

three or four drams. 

It has been cuftomary to iehect 
the pedicles of theleaves of fenna as 
of little or no ufe: Geoffroy how- 
ever obferves, thar they are not 
much inferior in efficacy tothe leaves 
themfelves. The pods or feed-veflels 
met with among the fenna brought 
to us, are by the college of Bruffels 
preferred to the leaves : they are 
Jefs apt to gripe, but { a soneNy 
lefs Ey asus: | 


SERPENTARIA VIRGINIA- 
NA (Lond. Ed.| Radix. © 
war Le jenn a st Lin. 
Vite 


‘ i, Pee 


Part IT. Materia 


Virginian fiakelroot: ; the root. 
This isa fall, light, bufhy root, 
confifting of a umn bed of ftrings 
or fibres, matted together, iffuing 
from one common head; of a 
brownifh colour on the outfide, and 
paler or yellowith within. Ir has 
an aromatic fmell, like that of va- 
lerian, but more agreeable: and a 
warm, bitterifh, pungent tafte. This 
root is a warm diaphoretic and di- 
uretic ; 
brated as an alexipharmac, and 
ef{teemed one of the principal reme- 
dies in malignant fevers and epide- 
mic difeafes. Some recommend it 
m cutaneous atlections. It is given 
in fubftance from ten tothirty grains 
and in infufion to a dram or two. 
Both watery and fpirituous menftrua 
extract its virtue by infufion, and 
elevate fome fhare of its flavour in 
diftillation : along with the water a 
fmall portion of effential oi] arifes. 
A fpirituous tincture is directed as 
an oflicinal preparation. 


SERPYLLUM [Ed.] ° Summi- 
tatis florentes. 

Thymus ferpyllum Lin, 

Mother Slee. the flowering 
tops. 

This isa fmall creeping plant, 
common on heaths and dry pafture 
grounds. Its tafte, fimell, and me- 
dical virtues are dimilar t0 thofe of 
thyme, but weaker. 


-SIMAROUBA (Lomds: Ea.) 
Cortex. 
Quafia fimarouba Lin. | 

Simarouba; the bark. 

This bark, with pieces of the 
wood adhering to it, is brought 
from Guiana in South America, in 
Jong tough pieces of a pale yellowith 
colour, and a pretty {trong bitter 
tafte.. Some efteem it in dyfenteric 


fluxes: a decoction of half a dram — 


is given for a dofe, and repeated at 
intervals’ of three or four hours. 


it has been much cele- : 
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It has alfo been ufed with advan- - 
tage in fome other inftances of in- 
creafed difcharges, particularly in 
leucorrkheea. From its fenfible qua- 


lities it may be concluded to bea 
gentle aftringent. 


SINAPI [Lond. Ed.| Semen, 

Sinapis ie Lin. [Lond.|\ 

— alba Lin. { Ed.) 
Muttard feed,-black and white. 

7 hefe feeds obtained from diffe- 
rent {pecies of the muftard, differ 
very little from each other, excep- 
ting that the black is rather more 
pungent than the white. 

This plant is fometimes found 
wild, but for culinary and medici- 
nal ufes is cultivated in gardens. 
Muftard, by its acrimony and pun- 
gency ftimulates the folids, and at- | 
tenuates vifcid juices; and hence 
ftands defervedly recommended for 

eXclling appetite, promoting dige- 
ftion, increafing the fluid fecretions, 
alfoin paralytic and rheumatic affee- 
uions, and for the other purpofes of © 
the acrid plants called anti/corbutic. 
Some recommend it in the difeafe 
called milreek, to which {fmeltersare 
fubjeét. It imparts its tafte and 
{mell in perfection to aqueons li- 
quors,whilft re@tified {pirit extradis . 
extremely little of either : the whole 
of the pungency arifes with water 
in diftillation., Committed to the 
prefs, it yields a confiderable quan- 
tity of a foft infipid oil, perfectly 
void of acrimony: the cake left 


after the expreflion 1s more pungent 


than the muftard was at firft. The 
oil is directed as an officinal by the 
London college. Thefe feeds are 
fometimes employed externally asa 
ftimolant and fnapifm, 


SIUM [Lond.| Herba. 
Sium nodiforum Lin. 
Creeping fkerrit or water parf- 
mip; the herb. 
The London Pharmacopocia is 
, the 
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the only modern one in which this 


article has at prefent a place. And 


it has probably been introduced from 
fome obfervations of late date with 
which we are unacquainted. Itisan 
indigenous vegetable in Britain, 
growing abundantly in rivers and 
ditches. It was formerly alleged to 
be not only diuretic, bat alfo an 
emmenagogue and  lithontriptic. 
With thefe intentions, however, it 
is not now employed. Dr Wither- 
ing mentions that a young lady of 
fix years old was cured of an obfti- 
nate cutaneous difeafe by taking 
three large fpoonfals of the juice 
twice a-day; and he adds that he 
has given repeatedly to adults three 
or four ounces every moruing, in 
fimilar complains. In fuch dofes 
it neither affects the head, (tomach, 
nor bowels. And children take it 
‘readily when mixed with milk. 


SOLANUM LETHALE, vide 
BELLADONNA, 


SPERMA CATI.DICIUM 


[Lowd. &d.] 
 Phyfiter macrocephalus Lin. 

Spermaceti. 

It is perhaps farprifing,that while 
the Londen and Edinburgh colle- 
ges, have with great propriety chan- 
ged many of the old names of ar- 
ticles, particularly thofe which had 
atendency to miflead, they fhould 
till have retained one fo abfurd as 
that which is afhxed to the prefent 
article. What isdenominated {per- 
miaceti is a peculiar animal fat ob- 
tained from the head of a particular 
fpecies of whale. In the flate to 
which itis brought, before it enters 
the fhops of our apothecaries, it is 
an unctuous flaky fubftance, of a 
fnowy whitenefs, afoft butyraceous 
rafte, and without any remakable 
finell. 
are thofe of a mild emollient: it is 
of confiderable ufe in pains and ere. 

: | 
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Part If, 
fignsof theintllanies, in coughs pro- 


ceeding from thin tharp defluxions, 
and in general in allcafes where the 
folids require to be relaxed, or acri- 
monious humours to be foftened. 
For external purpofegsit readily dif- 
folves in oils; and for internal ones, 
may be united with aqueous liquors 
into the form of an emulfion, by the 
mediation of almonds, gums, or the 
yolk of an egg.Sugar does not render 
it perfectly mifcible wih water ; and 
alkalies, which change other oilsand 
fats into foap, have little effect upon 
[permacen. This drug ought to be 
kept very clofely from the air; o- 
therwife its white colour foon chan- 
ges into a yellow, and its mild unc- 
tuous tafte, into rancid and offen- 
five one. Gee it has fuftered this 
difagreeable alteration, both the co- 
Jour and quality may be recovered 
again by fteeping it in alkaline li- 
quors, or in a fuflicient quantity of 


Spirit of wine. 


SPIGELIA [Lond. Ed.] Radix. 
Spigelia Marilandica Lin. 
Indian pink ; the root. 

This plant grows wild in the 
fouthern parts of North America. 
The roots are celebrated as an an- 
thelmintic, particularly for the ex- 
pulfion of lumbrici from the alimen- 
tary canal. Some order it in dofes 
of ten or fifteen grains ; and allege 
it is apt to occafion nervous affec- 
tions if given in large dofes ; while 
others order it in dram dofes, alle- 
ging that the bad effects mentioned 
more readily happen from fmall do- 
fes, as the large ones often purge or 
puke ; fome prefer the form of infu- 
fion. An emetic is generally premi- 


fed; and its purgative effect aflifted 


by fome iuviable additions. 


SPINA. CERY a A (Lond. 
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 Rhamnus cathar Dark. 

Buck- thorn ; 3; ; the berries. : 
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This tree, or baits common in 
hedges: it flowers in June, and ri- 
pens its fruit in “September or the 
beginning of Ofober. In our mar- 
kets, the fruit of fome other trees, 
as thé black berry-bearing alder, 
and the dog-berry tree have of late 
been frequently mixed with or fub- 
ftituted for thofe of buckthorn. This 
abufe may be difcovered by open- 
ing the berries: thofe of buckthorn 
have alinoft always four feeds, the 
berries of the alder two, and thofe 
of the dog-berry only one. Buck- 
thorn berries, bruifed on white pa- 
per, gives it agreen tincture, which 
the others do not. Thofe who fell 
the juice to the apothecaries, are 
faid to mix with it a large propor- 
tion of water. 

Buckthorn berries have 4 faint 
difagreeable fmell, and a naufeous 
bitter tafte. They have long been 
inconfiderable efteem as cathartics ; 
and célebrated indropfies, rheuma- 
tifms, and even inthe gout; though 
in thefe cafes, they have no advan- 
tage aboveother ptirgatives, andare 
more offenfive, and operate miore 
feverely, thah many which the fhops 
are furnifhed with : they generally 
occafion gripes, ficknefs, dry the 
mouth and throat, and leavea thirft 
of long duration. The dofe is a- 
bout twenty of the frefh berries in 
fubftance, arid twice or thrice this 
number in decoftion, an ounce of 
the expreffed juice, or a dram of the 
dried berries. A fyrup prepared 
from the juice is kept in the flops ; 
in this preparation the naufeous 
flayour of the buckthorn is fome- 
what alleviated by the fupar, and 
the addition of aromatics. 


SPIRITUS CORNU CERVI; 
Hoe eff, Salis alkalini volatilis ex 
offibus vel cornibus animalium para- 
ti, portio volatilior liquida bene rec- 
tificata ut decolor fit [Ed.| 

Spirit of harthhorn. = 
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This is the more volatile liquid 


part of the volatile alkaline falt, ob- 
tained from the bones and horns of 
animals, well rectified fo as to be- 
come colourlefs. 

The volatile alkali, as got by di- 
ftillation with a ftrong fire from any 
animal matter, from foot, &c. is, 
when pure, one and the fame thing. 

Of the mode of obtaining it we 
fhall afterwards have occafion to 
fpeak, under the head of prepara- 
tions, when we cometo mention the 
liquor volatilis, fal et oleum corna 
cervi, which, although they derive 
their name from hartthorn, may yet 
be obtained from any animal fub- 
flance, excepting animal fat. 

As firft diftilled, however, from 
the fubjedt, this liquor is impregna- 
ted with its oil, rendered fetid or 
empyreumatic by the procefs. The 
oily volatile alkali has been chiefly 
prepared by diftillation in large iron 


“pots, with a fire increafed by de- 


grees to a flrong red heat : a watery 
liquor rifesfirft,then the volatile falt, 
along with a yellowifh,and at length 
a dark reddith oil; a part of the falt 
diffolvesin the water and forms the 
fpirit, which is confiderably fepara- 
ted from the oi] by filtration thro’ 
wetted paper. It is rectified by re- 
peated diftillations with a very gen- 
tle heat. Greatetf! part of the falt 
always comes over before the wa- 
ter; a little of the falt is generally 
allowed to remain undifiolved as a 
teft of the ftrength of the fpirir. 
However colourlefs the fait or {pirit 
of hartfhorn, foot, or fuch like, may 


be thus tendered ; yet by keeping 
they become yellow atid naufeous, 
owing toa quantity of oil which’ 
they fill retain. 


The Edinburgh 
college order this article to be got 
from the manufaCturer, rather than 
prepared by the apothecary himfelf, 


who cannot do it to any advantage. 


The volatile alkali is got in its 
pureft ftate from fal ammeniac. Itis 


ufed ai 


i 
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ufed externally, held to the nofe on 
account of its pungent odour, in 
cafes of faintnefs and fyncope, and 
mixed with unctuous matter asa 
rubefacient. It is ufed internally 
to obviate {pafin in hyfteria, torpor 
in hypochondrialis, and with aview 
“to excite the vis vita. 

It has alfo been faid, thatin fome 
inftances intermittents have been 
- fuccefsfully cured by it, even after 
the Peruvian bark had failed. With 
this view, fifteen drops of the fpirit 
are given in atea cupful of cold 
{pring water, and repeated five or 
fix times in each intermiffion. 


SPIRITUS VINOSUS REC- 
TIFICATUS [Lond Ed.] Conti- 
net alkoholis partes 95 et equa di- 
flillate partes § in partibus 100 ; 
Aujus pondus fpecificum eff at pon- 
dus aquee diftillate ut 835 ad 100. 

Rectified fpirit of wine. It.con- 
tains 95 parts of alcohol and 5 parts 
of diftilfed water in 100. Its fpe- 
cific gravity is to that of diftilled 
water as 835 to 1000. 

According to the Baravaast col- 
lege, the pound meafare Soha 
{pirit ought to weigh thirteen ounces 
and it fhonld be a colourlefs aiid 
free from any difagrecable fmiell. 

This purification is effected by 
repeating the diftillation ima very 
gentle heat, with certain additions 
to keep down the phlegm and the 
grofs oil, in which the ill flavour re- 
fides. Thefe {pirits, whatever ve- 
getablefubje&s they Rave been pro- 
duced from, aré, when. perfectly: 
pure, one ahd thefame. They have 
a hot pungent tafte, without any 
particular flavour; they readily 
catch flame, and burn entirely a- 
way, without leaving any marks of 
an aqueous moifture behind : diftil- 
led by.a heat lefs than that of boil- 
ing water, they totally arife, the 
laftranmings proving as flavourlefs 
and inflammable as the firft: they 
_ diffolve efiential vegetable oils and 


, 
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refins into anfbniform tranfparent 
fluid. Thefe foirits are the lighteft 
of almoft all known liquors: ex- 
prefied oils, which fwim upon wa- 
ter, fink in thefe to the bottom : a 
meafure which contains rem ounces 
by weieht of water, will hold little 
more than eight and a quarter of 


‘pure {pirit. 


The ufes of vinous, fpirits, as 
menf{trua for the virtues of other 


medicines, will be mentioned here- — 


after, and in this place we fhall 
conilider only their own. Pure {pi- 
rit coagulates all the fluids of ani- 
mal bodies, excep! urine, and it al- 
fo hardens ‘the folid parts. Applied 
externally, it frengthens the vef- 
fels, and thus may reftrain paflive 
hemorrhagies. It inftantly contracts 
the extremities of the nerves it 
touches, and OE ie pet of fenfe 
and motion ; by this means eafing 
them of pain, bur at the fame time 
deftroying their ufe. Hence em- 
ploying {pirituous liquors in fornen- 
tations, notwithftanding the fpeci- 


ous titles of vivyfying, heating, 


reftoring mobility, refolving, difii- 
pating, and the like, afually attri- 
buted to them, 
attended with ‘unhappy cconfequen- 
ces. Thefe liquors received undilu- 
ted into the ftomach, produce the 
fame effects, contracting all the fo- 


lid parts which they touch, and de- 


ftroying, at leaft for atime, their 
ufe andofice: if the quantity be 
confiderable, a palfy or apoplexy 
follows, which end in death. Taken 
in fmall quantity, and duly diluted, 
they brace up the fibres, raife the 
fpirits, and promote agility : if far- 
ther continued, the fenfes are dif- 
ordered, voluntary motion deftroy- 
ed, and at length the fameinconve- 
niences broughton as before. . Vi- 
nous fpirits, therefore, in {mall do- 
fes, and properly diluted, may be ap- 


plied to ufefal purpofes i in the cure. 
of difeafes; whilftin larger ones they 


act as a poifon of a particular kind. 
And 


may fometimes be 
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And they generally prove deleterious 
from long continued ufe to fuch a 
degree as frequently to intoxicate. 


SPIRITUS VINOSUS 
NUIOR (Lond. Ed.) Continet al- 
koholis partes 55, et aque difiillate 
partes 45 in partibus 100, Hujus 
pondus [pecificum eft ad pondus a- 
gua diftillate ut 9 30 ad {OQOO. 

Proof {pirit of wine. It contains 
§5 parts of alcohol and 45 of diftil- 
led water in 1co. Its fpecific gra- 
vity is tothat of diftilled water as 
9 30 to 1000. 

~The Edinburgh college direct 
proof {pirit to be made by mixing 
equal parts of water and rectified 
fpirits; butthe{piritsufually met with 
under the name of proof, are thofe 
diftilled from different fermented li- 
quors, freed from their phlegm and 
il]-flavour only to a certain degree. 
Their purity with regard to flavour, 
may be eafily determined from the 
tafte, efpecially if the fpirit be fir 
duly diluted. It were to be withed 
that we hada certain ftandard with 

“regard to their ftrength or the quan- 
tity of water contained in them; a 
circumftance which greatly influen- 
ces fundry medicinal preparations, 
particularly the tinctures: for as 
pure fpirit diflolves the refinand vo- 
latile oil, «and water only the gum- 
my and faline parts of vegetabies, it 


portions wherein thefe are mixed, 

will vary the diffolving power of the 
menftruum,and confequentlythevir- 
tue of the preparation ; and from this 
circum{tance, apothecaries would 
do better by. preparing it from rec- 
tified {pirit themfelves, than by pur- 
chafing it from dealers. 


SPONGIA [Lond.] 

Spongia officinalis Lin, 
— Sponge, 

Sponge is a foft, light, very po- 
rous and compreffible fubfiince, rea- 
dily imbibing water, and diftending 
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is evident that avariation inthe pro- 
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thereby. It is found adhering to 
rocks, particularly in the Mediter- 


ranean fea, about the iflands of the | 


Archipelago. It is generally fup- 
pofed to be a vegetable production - 
neverthelefsfome obfervations,made 
by Juffieu, give room to fufpedt that 
itis of animal origin. Chemical 
experiments favour this fuppofition : 
analyfed, it yields the fame prin- 
ciples with animal-fubftances in ge- 
neral: volatile falt is obtained from 
it i larger quantity than from al- 
moft any animal-matter, except the 
bags of the tilk-worm. On ibis fale 
feem to depend the virtues of the 
officinal /pougia ufta, which has by 
fome been ftrongly recommended in 
fcrophulous affections; bat which 
has been particularly celebrated for 
removing that large fwelling of the 
neck, which is termed dronchecele, 


and which } is probably of a icrophu- — 


lous nature. 

Crude fponge, from its property 
of imbibiog and diftending by moi- 
fture, is fometimes made ufe of as a 
tent for dilating wounds and ulcers. 

To fit it for thefe intentions, the 
fponge is immerfed in melted wax, 
and fubjected to preflure «ll cool: 
In this {tate it may be ealily formed 
into proper tents, 


fo.as to be intrgaeess 


duced. where neceflary. And from w 


the gradual melting of the wax in 
confequence of the heat of the ‘part, 
a dilatation of courfe takes place. 

Ir adheres ftrongly to the moaths 
of wounded veflels; and when re- 


tained by proper compreflion, it has 


prevented confiderable bieedings 
preferably to agaric, or pufl-ball. 


STANNUM Te 
STANNI 
PULVIS [Fd.] 
The filings and powder of tin. 
Tin ‘is the lighteft and. eafieft of 
fufion of al] metals. Heated, it be- 
comes fo britile esto fallin pieces by 
a blow; and by agitation (when jotk 
ready to melt) it is formed into a 
powder: 


& 
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or aquaregia. Vegetable acids like- _ 
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powder: hence the officinal method 
of palverifing this metal, to be de- 
feribed in its place. The proper 
menitraom of tin isthe marine acid, 


wife diffolve itin confiderable quan- 
tity, tho’ it has long been fuppofed 


hot to be at all fo foluble in them, 


unlefs previoufly well calcined. 
With repard to the virtues of tlits 


~ metal it was formerly accoonted a 


fpecific in diforders of the uterus and 
lungs: a calxof tin and antimony ts 
flill retained in fome difpenfatories, 
under the name of an avtihediic: 
bat thefe are virtues to whichit cer- 
tainly has littke claim. It has of 
late been celebrated as an anthel- 
mintic; and faid to deftroy fome 
kinds of worms which elude the 
force of many other medicines, 
particularly the teenia: poflibly the 
caufe of this effec may be very dif- 
ferent from what is fafpeéted, an 
admixiure of a portion of arfenic. 
Tin has a {trong aflinity with ar- 
fenic ; infomach, thar when once 
united therewith, the arfenic, not- 
withftanding its volatility in other 
circumftances, cannot be totally ex- 
pelled, either by flow calcination or 
by a vehement fire. Almoft all the 
eres of tin contain more or lefs of 


this poifonous mineral, which is not 


entirely feparable in the common 
proceffes by which the ores are run 
down, or the metal farther purified. 
Filings of tin held in the fame of a 
candle, einit a thick fame, fmeiling 
of garlic; which {mell is univerfaily 
held in mineral fubftances to be a 
certain criterion of arfenic. Mr 
Henckel has difcovered a method of 
feparating actual arfenic from tin: 
this is effected by folution in agea- 
regia and cryftallifation. Mr Mar- 
graff has given a farther account of 


this procefs ; and relates, that from 


the tins ufually reputed pure, he has 
ebtained one-eighth of their weight 


of cryftals of arfenic. 


\ 
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But notwithfanding thefe obfer- 
vations it is certain, that tin onder 
the formof ftannum pulveratum, af- 
terwards to be mentioned, is every 
day taken internally with perfed 
impunity, even in dofes fo large as 
to the extent of an oimce, although 
unlefs in cafes of tenia, it is in 
general employed in much {maller 


- dofes. 


STAPHISAGRIA [Lozd.j 
Semen. 

Delphinium flaphilagria Lin. 

Stavefacre ; the feeds. 

Thefe are iarge rosgh feeds, of 
an irregularly triangular figure, of 
a blackifh colour onthe outfide, and 
yellowish or whitith within; they 
are ufually bronght from Italy; the 
plant is not very common in this 
country, though it bears our fevere ft 
colds. ‘They have a difagreeable 
{mell, andavery naufeous bitterifh, 
burning tafte. Stavefacre was em- 
ployed by the aftcients as a cathar- 
tic: bat it eperates with fo much 


violence both upwards and down-_ 


wards, that itsinternal ufe has been 
among the generality of praftition- 
ers, for fome time laid afide. It is 
chiefly employed in external appli- 


a Beas oe te, ae 
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cations for fome kinds of cutaneous ~ 


eruptions, and for deftroying lice 
and other infe¢ts; infomuch, that 
form this virtue it has received its 
name, in differemt languages: herba 
pedicularis, herbe aux poux, law/s- 
kraut, loufewort, we. 


STIBIUM, vide ANTIMO- 
NIUM. oes, 


STOECHAS, [Brun.] Flos. 

Lavéndula ftachas Lin. 

Arabian ftechas,or French laven- 
der- flowers, : aie 

This is a fhrubby plant, confider- 
ably {maller thanthe common laven- 
der. The flowery headsare brought 


from Italy and the fouthern parts of 


France: 
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France; they are very apt to grow 
mouldy in the paflage; and even 
when they efcape this inconveni- 
ence, are generally much inferior 
to phate raifed in our gardens. The 
beft ftechas which we receive from 
abroad, has no great {mell or tafte: 
Pomet affirms, that fuch as the 
fhops of Paris are fupplied with is 
entirely deftirute of both; whilit 
that of our own growth, either 
when frefhor whencarefully dried, 
has a very fragrant fmell, and a 
warm, aromatic, bitterifh, fubacrid, 
tafte ; diftilled with water, it yields 
confiderable quantity of a fragrant 
effential oil; to rectified fpirit it 
epee a ftronp tincture, which in- 
piflated proves an elegant aroma- 
tic extract. This aromatic plant is 
rarely met with in -prefcription ; the 
only officinal compotitions into which 
t was admitted, were the mithri- 
date and theriaca. 
_ There is another plant called ffe- 
has, which from the beauty and 
eS of its flowers has of late 
fears had a place in our gardens, 
nd whofe aromatic qualities render 
it worthy of attention; this is the 
naphalium arenarium Lin. the gol- 
en flechas, the goldilocks, or yel- 
ow caflidony; its flowers ftand in 
mbels on the tops of the branches ; 
hey are of a deep fhining yellow 
olour, which they retain in per- 
fection many years; their fmell is 
fragrant and agreeable, fomewhat 
pf the mufky kind; their tafte 
warm, pungent, and fubaftringent ; 
hey impart their flavour to water 
m diftillation, and by infufion te 
vectified fpirit. 


| STRAMONIUM [£d.] Her- 
be is Yo 
| Datura ftramonium Lin. 
| | eae apple; the herb. 
|. Tike {tramoninm is one of thofe 
Lgeratnes commonly confidered as 


ftrong narcotic poifon, which was 
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highly recommended to the atten- 
tion of practitioners by Dr Stoerk 
of Vienna. It grows indigenousin 
fome parts of Britain, among rub- 
bifh and on dunghills. It has been 
ufed internally, under the form of an 
extract or infpiffated juice from the 
leaves. This extracthas beenchiefly 
employed in maniacal cafes ; and 


when givenin dofes fromone toten 
grains or upwards. in the courfe of 
the day, it has beenallegedto be 


attended with furprifing effets on 


the authority not only of Dr Stoerk, 


but of Dr Odhelius, Dr Weden- 
berg and others. Dr Odheliusin 
particular informs us, that of four- 
teen patients towhom he gave it, 
eight were completely cured, five 
were relieved,and one only received 
no benefit. We have not, however, 
heard of its being equally fuccefsful 
in Britain; and itis here fo little 
employed as to have ftill no placein 
the pharmacopaia of the London 


college. But we cannot help think- 


ing, that it deferves the attention of 
practitioners, and well merits trial, 

in affections often incurable by o- 
ther means. The powder of the 
leaves or feeds promifes to furnifh a 
more certain or convenient formula 
than the infpiffated juice. Befides 


maniacal cafes, the ftramonium has — 


been alfo employed, and fometimes 


with advantage, in convulfive and 


epileptic affections. Itis not only 
taken internally, but has alfo been 
ufed externally. An ointment pre- 
pared from the leavesof the ftramo- 
nium has been faid to: give eafe in 
external inflammations and in hee- 
morrhoids. 


STYRAX CALAMITA [Lon. 
Ed) Refina. 

| Styrax officinalis Lin. 

Storax. 


This is an odoriferous refinous. 
fubftance, exuding from a tree 


growin g in the warmer climates. 
Ic 
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It has been cuftomary: to diftin-— 


guifh three forcs of ftorax, though 
only one is ufually met with in the 
fhops. : 

1. Styrax calamita, or florax in 
the cane, fo called from its having 
been formerly brought inclofed in 
reeds from Pamphylia. Ii is either 
in {mall diftinét tears, of a whitifh 
or reddith colour, or in larger maffes 
compofed of fuch. 

2. Storax in the lump, or red fto- 
vax. Thisis in maffes of an uni- 
form texture and yellowifh red or 
brownith colour ; though fometimes 


likewife interfperfed with a few 


whitifi grains. Of this fort there 
has been fome lately tobe met with 
in the fhops under the name of f/o- 
rax in the tear. 

3. The common florax of the hops 
is in large mafles, confiderably 
lighter and lefs compaé than the 
_ foregoing: it appears upon exami- 
‘nation to be compofed of a fine re- 
finous juice, mixed with a quantity 
of faw-duft. For what purpofe 
this addition is made, it is difficult 
to fay, butit can fearce be fappofed to 
be done with any fraudulent view, 
fince the faw-duit appears at fight. 


This common ftorax is much lefs. 


efteemed than the two firft forts ; 
though, when freed from the woody 
matter, it proves fuperior in point 
of fragrance to either of them. Rec- 
tified {pirit, the common menftrnam 
of refins, diffolves the ftorax, lea- 
ving the wood behind : nor does this 
tincture lofe confiderably of its va- 
luable parts in being infpiffated to a 
folid confiftence ; whilft aqueous li- 
quors elevate almoft all the fragran- 
cy of the ftorax. 


Storaxis one of the moft avree- 


able of the odoriferous refins, and 
may be exhibited to great advantage 
in langdorsand debilities of the ner- 
vous fyftem; it is not, however, 
much ufed in common prattice. 


\ 
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STYRAX LIQUIDA [Daz.] 
Liguidambar flyracifiua Lin. 
Liquid ftorax, a 
‘The genuine liquid ftorax, ac- 
cording to Petiver’s account, is ob- 
tained from a tree growing in the 
ifland Cobros in the Red Sea: the 
preparers of this commodity yearly 
clear off the bark of the tree, and 
boil it in fea-water to the confiftence: 
of bird lime; the refinous matter 
which floats upon the .furface is ta- 
ken off, liquified again in boiling 
water,and paffed through a ftrainer. 
The purer part which paffes thro’, 
and the more impure which remains 
on the ftrainer,and contains a confi-. 
derable portion of the fubftance of 
the bark, are both fent to Mocca; 
from whence they are fometimes, 
though very rarely, brought to us. 
The firfl is of the confiftence of 
honey, tenaceous, of a reddifh or 
afh brown colour, an acrid unétuous 
tafie, approaching in {mell to the 
folid forax, bat fo ftrong as to be 
difagreeable: the other is full of 
woody matter, and much weakerfn 
fmell.. 5 

The genuine liquid ftorax is even. 
at Mocca both a rare commodity 
and fold at a very high price, andit 
has feldom entered the shops of our 
apothecaries. A refinous juice, pof- 
fefling fomewhat of the fame fenfible 
qualities, brought from the Spanifh 
provinces in South America ; and 
perl aps the produét of the fame tree. 
is fometimes fold in place of it: But 
much more frequently what we meet 
with underthisname is an artificial 
compound of folid ftorax, common. 
refin,wine,and oil, beat up together. 
to a proper confiftence, Concern- 
ing the real virtues of liquid ftorax, 
then, obfervations are altogether 
wanting: hence the London and 
Edinburgh colleges have expunged 
it from the catalogue of officinals. — 






SUC: 


SUCCINUM [Lond. Fd.) 

Amber. 

Thisisa folid, brittle, bituminous 
fubftance, dug out of the earth, or 
found upoa the fea-fhores: the lar- 
—-geft quantities are met with along 

the coalts of Polith Pruflia and Pome- 
ania. It is of a white yellow, or 
-browncolour, fometimes opake, and 
-fometimes very clear and tranfpa- 
rent. The dark-coloured and opake 
forts, by digeftion with certain ex- 
preffed oils and animal fats, become 
clearer, paler coloured, more pellu- 
cid, and confiderably harder. Am- 
ber boiled in water, neither foftens 
nor undergoes any fenfible altera- 
tion : expofed to a greater hear, 
without addition, it melts into a 
black mafs like fome of the more 
common bitumens: fet on fire, its 
fmell refembles that which arifes 
from the finer kinds of pitcoal: di- 
ftilled in arerort, it yields an oil 
and a volatile acidulous fale. 

Amber in fubftance has very little 
finell or tafte ; and hence it has by 
ome been reckoned a mere ina¢tive 
earthy body. It was formerly ac- 
counted an abforbent, and as fuch 
hada place in the compound pow- 
der of crabs-claws: it certainly has 
no title to this clafsof medicines, as 
not being acted upon by any acid. 
It is fappofed to be of fervice in the 
fluor albus, gleets, hyfteric affec- 
tions, &c. ; and with thefe inten- 
- tions, is fometimes given inthe form 
of impalpable powder, to the quan- 
tity of adram. A tincture of am- 
ber made inrettified {pirir, to which 
it imparts a bitterifh aromatic tafte 
and a fragrant{mell, promifes tobe 
of fervice in-thefe diforders. Boer- 
haave extols this tincture as having 


incredible efficacy in all thofe di- 


{tempers which proceed from weak- 
nefs and relaxation, and in hypo- 
chondriacal hyfterical, and cold Jan- 
guid cafes. If part of the fpirit be 
abftracted by a gentle heat, the re- 
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mainder proves a very elegant aro- 
matic balfam, which is perhaps one 
of the moft ufeful preparations ob- 
tainable from this concrete. 

Amber in the ftate of powder for 
merly entered feveral officinal com- 
pofitions, from all which it is now 
rejected : but itis the bafis of an 
oil and falt afterwards to be men- 
tioned among the preparations, 
which are fometimesufed inthe ftate 
in which they are at fir obtained, 
but more frequently in a purified or 
rectified {tate ; preparations which 
fall tobe mentioned hereafter. 


SULPHUR [Lozd.] 

Sulphuris flores. [Ed.]_ 

Sulphur, and flowers of falphur, 

Sulphur, or brimftone, isayellow 
fubftance, of the mineral kingdom, 
fufible in a fraall degree of heat, to- 
tally volatile in a ftronger, readily 
inflammable, burning with a blue 
flame, which is accompanied with 
a fuffocating acid fume. It diffolves 
in alkaline liquors and oils ; notin 
acids, water, or vinous fpirits. fe 

Greateti part of the fulphur met 
with in the fhops, is obtained from 
certain ores by a kind of diftillation, 
er artificially compofed by uniting 
the vitriolic acid with inflammable 
matters. At fome of the Saxon 
fulphur-works, from whence we are 
chiefly fupplied, certain minerals a- 
bounding with vitriolic acid, but 
containing little or no fulphur, be- 
ing ftratified with wood, and the 
latter fet on fire, a large quantity of 
fine fulphur is produced. Itis u- 
fually brought to us in large irre- 
gular mafles, which are afterwards 
melted and caftintocylindrical rolls 
with the addition of fome coarfe re- 
fin, flower, orthe like; whencethe 
paler colour of the rolls. Sulphur 
is alfonotuntrequently found native 
in the earth, fometimes in tranfpa- 
rent pieces of greenifh or brighr 
yellow colour ; but more commonly 
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in opaque grey ones, withonlyfome — 


ftreaks of yellow. This Jaft is the 
fort which is underftood by the name 
fulphur vioum ; though that met 
“with under this name in the fhops, 
is no other thanthe drofs remaining 
after the fublimation of fulphur. All 


_ the forts of fulphur are, when per- 


feétly pure, in no refpedt different 
from each other. Notwithftanding 
the preference given by fome to the 
more uncommon foffil forts, thefe 
jaft are the leaft proper for medici- 
nal purpofes, as being the moft fab- 
ject to an admixture of foreign mat- 
ter both of the metallic and arfe- 
nical kind. 

Pure fulphur loofens the belly, 
and promotesinfenfible perfpiration: 
it feems to pafs through the whole 
habit, and manifeitly tranfpires 
through the pores of the fkin, as 
appears from the fulphureous {mell 
of perfons who have ‘taken it, and 
from filver being ftained in their 
pockets of a blackifh colour, which 
is the known effect of fulphureous 
fumes. It is a celebrated remedy 
again{t cutaneous difeafes, both gi- 
ven internally and externally ap- 
plied. Ir has likewife been recom- 
mended in coughs, afthmas, and 
other diforders of the breaft and 
Jungs; and particularly in catarrhs 
of the chronic kind. - But it is pro- 


bable, that the benefit derived from 


it in thefe cafes, is principally, if 
not entirely, to be attributed to its 
operation as a gentle laxitive. And 
with this intention it is frequently 
ufed with great advantage in he- 
morrhoidal affections, and many o- 
ther difeafes in which it is proper 
to keep the belly gently open. Tho’ 


falphur be not foluble in water, yet 


boiling water poured upon it, and 
kept in aclofe veffel obtains fome 
impregnation. This water has by 
fome been highly extolled asa very 
effectual remedy for preventing re- 
turns of gout.and rheumatifm. 


\ 
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The common dofe of folphur: 
rarely exceeds a f{cruple, tho’ Geof- | 
roy goes as far as two drams, 

Sulphur is the bafis of two for- 
mule in our pharmacopoeias,troches | 
and an ointment; the former intend- 
ed for internal ufe, the latter to: 
be employed externally. 

It isremarkable of this concrete, 
that though itfelf a medicine of 
conliderable efficacy, it neverthelefs 
refirains that of fome others of the 
moit powerful kind. Mercury is 
rendered by the admixture of ful- 
phur, inactive; and the virulent 
antimonial regulus.almoft fo. Hence, 
when antimonial and mercurial me- 
dicines exceed in operation, fulphur 
has been given for abating their vi- 
olence: but it is now found that it 
has little effect in reftraining their 
action ; and itis probable, that the 
influence it has depends entirely on 
its operating as a gentle laxative. 
Even the corrofive poifon arfenic, 
by the addition of fulphur, becomes 
almoft innocent ; and hence, if a 
{mall proportion of arfenic fhouldi 
be contained in falphur, it poflibly 
may not receive from thence any 
poifonous qualities. 


SUMACH [Brun.] Folium, [e- 
MeN. j 
Rhus cortaria Lin. 

Common fumach ; the leaves and 
feeds. a 
This tree, or fhrub, is cultivated 
in fome places on account of the 
culinary ufes of its fruits, and for 
the purpofes of the dyers, &c. a-— 
mong us, it is met with only inthe 
gardens of the curious. The feeds 
or berries are of a red colour, in 
fhape round and flat. Both thefe 
and the leaves are moderately a- 
ftringent, and have fometimesbeen 
exhibited with this intention, but — 
are now become ftrangers to the | 
fhops. - OR oo 
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TACAMAHACA [Brzan.] 
Refina. 
Populus balfamifera Lin. 
-Tacamahaca; the refin. 
This refinous fubftance is obtain- 
ed from atall tree, which grows 
"fpontaneoufly on the continent of 
America, and ina fheltered fitua- 
tion bears the winters of our own 
climate. Two forts of this refin are 
fometimes to be met with. The 
bet, called from its being colleGted 
in a kind of gourd-fhells, tacama- 
haca in fhells, isfomewhat unctuous 
and foftifh, of a pale yellowith or 
greenith colour, an aromatic tafte, 
and a fragrant delightful fmell, ap- 
proaching to that of lavender and 
ambergris. This fort is very rare : 
that commonly found in the thops 
is in femitranfparent grains or gle- 
bes, of a whitith, yellowith, brown- 
ifh, or greenith colour, of a lefs 
grateful fmell than the foregoing. 


‘The firft is faid to exude from the’ 


fruit of the tree, the other from in- 
¢ifions made in the trunk. This re- 
din is faid to be employed among 
the Indians, externally, for difcuf- 
fing and maturating tumours, and 
abating pains and achsof the limbs. 
The fragrance of the finer fort fuf- 
ficiently points out its being appli- 
cable to different purpofes. 


TAMARINDUS 
FruGus. 
Tamarindus indica Lin. 
Tamarinds; the fruit. 
Tamarinds are the fruit of a tree 
growing in the Eaft and Weft-In- 
dies. It isa pod refembling a bean 
cod, including feveral hard feeds, 
together with a hard coloured vifcid 
‘pulp of a pleafant acid tafte: the 
Haft-Indiatamarinds arelonger than 
the Wett-India fort ; the former 
containing fix or feven feeds each, 
the latter rarely above three or four. 
The pulp of thefe fruits, taken from 


[Loud. Fd.] 
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the quantity of two or three drams 
to an ounce or more, proving gently 
laxative or purgative ; and at the 
fame time by its acidity, quenches 
thirft, and allays immoderate heat. 
It mereafes the action of the purga- 
tive {weets, caflia and manna, and 
weakens that of the refinous cathar- 
tics, Some have fuppofed it capable 
of abating the virulence of antimo- 
nial preparations ; but experience 
{hows that it has rather a contrary 
effect, and that all vegetable acids 
augment their power, Tamarinds 
are an ingredient inthe ele@uary of 
caflia, the lenitive electuary, and de- 
coction of tamarinds with fenna. 


TANACETUM [Lond. Ed.] 
Flos, herba. : 

Tanacetum vulgare Lin. 

Tanfy ; the flower and herb. 

‘Tanty grows wild by road fides 


and the borders of fields, and is 


frequently alfocultivatedin gardens 
both for culinary and medicinal u- 
fes: it flowers in June and July. 
Confidered as a medicine, itisa mo- 
derately warm bitter, accompanied 
witha ftrong, not very difagreeable 
flavour : fome have had a great o- 
pinion of it in hyfteric diforders, 
particularly thofe proceeding from 


adeficiency or fuppreflion of the - 


uterine purgations. The Jeaves and 
feeds have been of confiderable e- 
fteem as anthelmintics ; the feeds 
are lefs bitter, and more acrid and 
aromatic, than thofe of rue, to 
which they are reckoned fimilar ; 


or of fantonicum, for which they 


have been frequently fabftituted. 
An infufion of tanfy, drunk in a 
manner fimilar to tea, has been by 
fome ftrongly recommended as a 
preventative of the return of gout. 


TAPSUS BARBATUS, vide 
VERBASCUM. . ! 


-L3 “TA. 
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TARAXACUM ([Lond. Ed.] 
Radix, herba, 

é contodon taraxacum Lin 

Dandelion, the leaves and root. 

This plant is very common in 
grafs fields and uncultivated places. 
The root, leaves, and flack, contain 
alarge quantity of a bitter milky 
juice. There is reafon to believe that 
they poffefs very confiderable acti- 
vity; and with that intention they 
have fometimes been employed with 
fuccefs, Boerhaave efteems them 
capable, if duly continued, of open- 
ing very obftinate obftructions of 
the vifcera. A fpirit obtained from 
them by diftillation, after previous 
fermentation, has been {trongly re- 
cominended by Profeffor Delius of 
Erlang, in every diforder where fa- 
_ ponaceous, attenuating, or refolvent 
-medicines can beof ufe, particular- 


“Jy in afthmatic diforders, in coughs 


proceeding from glandular obftrac- 
tions, and in hydropic affections. 


TARTARUM [£d.] 

‘Tartar is a faline fubftance, con- 
fifting of the vegetable alkali fuper- 
faturated with acid. It is thrown 
off from wines to the fides and bot- 
tom of the cafk: In this ftate it is 
mixed with earthy, oily, and colour- 
ing matter; and when it has a deep 
brown colour, as. that from red 
Wine, itiscommonly called red, 
and when of a paler colour, white 
tartar. Itis purified by diffolving it 
in boiling water, and feparating the 
earthy part by filtring the boiling fo- 
lution. . On cooling the folution, it 
depofites irregularcryftals, contain- 
ing the oily and colouring matters, 
which are feparated by boiling the 
mafs with a on clay. The tartar 
thus purified, when cryftallifed, or 
in powder, is called cream of tartar. 
If this be expofed to a red heat, its 
acid flies off; and what remains is 
the vegetable alkali, or falt of tar- 


Materia Medica. 





Part It. 
tar. If we add lime to a boiling 
folution of pure tartar, the lime falls 
down with the acid, and the pure 
alkali fwims in the water above. 
The lime is feparated by any acid 
of a flronger attraction to it, as the 
vitriolic acid, Which is added in a 
diluted ftate, the whole ftirred for 
fome time, and {trained off ; the a- 
cid of tartar pafles through, and 
may be had by evaporation in the 
form of rhemboidal cryftals. ‘The 
folubility of tartar in water is much 
promoted by borax. 

The virtues of tartar are thofe of 
a mild, cooling, aperient, laxative 
medicine. It is much ufed in drop- 
fy; and fome allege that it has 
good effeéts as a deobftruent, in 
dropfy from fchirrus. Taken from 
half an ounce to an ounce, it proves. 
a gentle, though effectual purga- 
tive: Angelus Sala relates, that he 
was cured of an habitual colic by 
purging himfelf a few times with 
fix drams of the crude falt, after 
many other medicines had becn 
tried to no purpofe. , 
_ The cryftals of tartar arein daily 
ufe, merely by themfelves, either 
taken in powder or diffolved in wa- 
ter ; and there are perhaps few 
sieicla’ more commonly employ- 
€ 

This falt is an ingredient in the 
compound infafion of fenna, com- 
pound powder of fenna, of jallap, 
and of fcammony ; and it is ufed 
for diffolving or corroding fome. 
metallic bodies, par ticularly anti- 
mony, from which it receives a 
{trong emetic impregnation, as in 
the preparation formerly called e- 
metic tartar, but now more properly 


‘ftyled ant timontunt tartarizaium. 


TEREBINTHINA ios ed, 

Refina. o Se 
Pinus fatix Ling Ae 
Turpentine.  F~ 
The tuxpentinesare refinos w 


j 









extracted from trees of the pine- 


-gribe. There are four kinds of tur- 
pentine diftingaithed in the fhops. 


TEREBINTHINA CHIA, oN 
CYPRIA. 

Chian, or Cyprus turpentine. 

This juice is generally about the 
confiftence of thick honey, very te- 
nacious, clear, and almolt tranfpa- 
rent, of a white colour, witha caft 
of yellow, and frequently of blue: 
it has a warm, pungent, bitterifh 
tafte ; and a fragrant {mell, more a- 
greeable than any of the other tur- 
pentines. 

The turpentine bronght tous, is 
extracted in the iflands whofe names 
it bears, by wounding the trunk and 
branclresa little after the buds have 
come forth: the juice iffues limpid, 

-and clear as water, and by degrees 
thickens into the confiftence in 
which wemeetwithit. Alike juice 
exuding from thistreein the eaftern 
countries, infpiffated by a flow fire, 
is of frequent ufe, as a mafticatory, 
_among the Perfian ladies, who, as 
‘Koempfer informs us, are continual- 
Jy chewing it, in order to faften 
and whiten the teeth, fweeten the 
breath, and promote appetite. 


TEREBINTHINA VENE- 
TA, 

Venice turpentine. 

This isufually thinner than any of 
the other forts, of a clear, whiitith, 
or pale yellowith colour, a hor, pun- 
gent, bitterifh, difagreeable tafte, 
anda ftrong {mell, without any 
thing of the fine aromatic flavour of 
the Chian kind. 

What is ufually met with in the 
fhops, under the name of Venice 
turpentine, comes from New Eng- 
jand; of what tree it is the pro- 
duce, we have no certain account : 
the finer kinds of it are in appear- 
arice gy net confiderably 
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different from the true fort above 


‘defcribed. 


TEREBINTHINA ARGEN. 
TORATENSIS. ; 

Strafburgh turpentine. 

This, as we generally meet with 
it, is of a middle confiftence be- 
twixt thetwo foregoing, more tran- 


‘{parent, and lefs tenacious than ei- 


ther; ; irs colour a yellowith brown. 
lis fmell is very fragrant, and more 
agreeable than that of any of the o- * 
ther turpentines, exceptthe Chian ; 
in tafte ir is the bittereft, yet the 
leaft acrid. 

This refin is obtained from the 
two forts of fir-trees, the moft plen- 
tiful, and perhaps the only ones, 
that ; grow fpontaneoufly in Europe, 
There is another, whofe refin is 
much fuperior to the common tur. 
pentine, and has fometimes been 
brought to us from abroad under the - 
name of balfamum canadenfe. The 
Virginian, or Canada fir, though not 
a native of this climate, has been 
found to endure its fevereft colds. 


TEREBINTHINA COMMU, 
Nis. 

Common turpentine. 

Thisisthe coarfeft, heavieft, and 
in tafte and fmel! the moft difagree- 
able, of all the forts: it is about the 
confiftence of honey, of an opaque 
brownifh white colour. 

This is obtained from the wild 
pine,.a low unhandfome tree, com- 
mon in different parts of Europe. 


This tree is extremely refinous, and 


remarkably fubjedt to a difeafe from 


-aredundance and extravafation of 


its refin, infomuch that, withour due 
evacuation, e fwelleand boris The 
juice as it iffaes from the tree is re- 


‘ceived intrenches made inthe earth, 


and afterwards freed from the stof- 
fer impurities by fapk vs through 
wicker bafkets. > 


Ty. ~All 


2.96 — 
AN thefe juices yield in diftilla- 
tion with water an highly penetra- 
ting effential oi], a brittle infipid 
refin remaining behind. With re- 
gard to their medical virtues, they 
premote urine, cleanfe the parts 
concerned in the evacuation thereof, 
and deterge internal ulcersin gene- 
ral; andatthe fame time, like other 
bitter hot {ubftances, flrengthen the 
toneof the veffels: they have anad- 
vantage above moft otheracrid diu- 
retics, that they gently loofen the 
belly. They areprincipally recom- 
mended in gleets, the fluor albus, 
and the like; and by fome in cal- 
culous complaints : where thefe laft 
proceed froin the fand or gravel, 
formed into a mafs by vifcid mu- 
cous matter, the turpentines, by dif- 
folving the mucus, promote the ex- 
pulfion of the fand; but where a 
calculus is formed, they can do no 
fervice, and only ineffectually irri- 
tate or inflame the parts. In all ea- 
fes accompanied with inflammation, 
thefe juices ought to be abflained 
from, as this fymptom is increafed, 
and not unfrequently occafioned, by 
them. It is obfervable, that the 
turpentines impart, foon after ta- 
king them, a violent fmell to the u- 
rine; and have this effect though 
applied only externally to remote 
parts : particularly the Venice fort. 
This isaccounted the moft powerful 
asa diuretic anddetergent; andthe 
_ Chian and Strafburgh as corrobo- 

rants. The common turpentine, as 
being the moft offenfive, is rarely 
given internally ; its principal ufeis 
in plafters and ointments among far- 
riers, and for the diftillation of the 
oil, or fpirir, as it iscalled, The 
dofe of thefe juices is from a fcruple 
toadram and ahalf: they are moft 
commodionfly taken in the form of 
a bolus, or diffolved in watery li- 
quors by the mediation of the yolk 
of an egg or mucilage. Of the di- 
ftilled oil, a few drops are a fuilici- 
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ent dofe : this is a moft potent, fti- 
mulating, detergent diuretic, often-» 
times greatly heatsthe conftitution, , 
and requires the utmoft caution in. 
its exhibition, Taken internally, 
when mixed withhoney, ithas been 
alleged to prove a powerful reme- 
dy in obftinate rheumatic cafes, par- 
ticularly in ifchias. 


TERRA 
CATECHRU. 


JAPONICA, | vide 


TESTA OSTERORUM 
[ Lond. | 

Oftrea edulis Lin, 

Oyfter fhells. 

Thefe, in their natural ftate, fur- 
nifh us with an abforbent powder 
of a refiringent quality, and fome- 
times they are employed to reftrain 
loofenefs arifing from acidity. 
When calcined, they are often em- 
ployed for making lime-water. 


THEA [ Brua.] Folium. 

Thea behea et viridis Lin. 

‘ea; the leaf, 

The feveral forts of tea met with 
among us, are the leaves of the fame 


plant, collected at different times, 


and cured in a fomewhat different 
manner; the Small young leaves very 
carefully dried, are the finer green: 
the older afford the ordinary green 
and bohea. Thetwo firft have a fen- 
fible flavour of violets; the other of 
rofes: the former is the natural o- 
dour of the plant; the latter, as 
Neumann obferves, is probably in- 
troduced by art: fome of thedeal- 
ers in this commodity in BMrope, 
are not ignorant that bohew: tea is 
imitable by the leaves of certain 
common plants, artificially in@tured 
and impregnated with the’ rofe fla- 
vour.. The tafte of both forts is 
lightly bitterifh, fubaftringent, and 
The medical — 
leaves are 
hough few 


of 


a : 


virtues attributed to th 


func pe y numerous, 
tee 
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of them have any juft foundation: 
little more can be expected from the 
common infufions than that of a di- 
luent, acceptable to the palate and 
ftomach: the diuretic, diaphoretic,, 
and other virtues-for which they 
have been celebrated depend more 
on the quantity of warm fluid, than 
any particular qualities which it 
gains from the tea. Nothing arifes 
in diftillation from either fort of tea 
with rectified fpirit; water elevates 
the whole of their flavour. 

Good tea, in a moderate quantity, 
feems to refrefh and ftrengthen; 


but if taken in a recent highly fla- 


voured ftate, and in confiderable 
quantity, its ufe is apt to be fucceed- 
ed by weaknefs and tremors, and o- 
ther fimilar confequences refulting 
from the narcotic vegetables. Yet 
it is highly probable, that many of 
the bad as well as good effects faid 
to refult from it, are the confe- 
quences of the warm water. 


THLAPSI [Bruz.] Semen. 

Thlapft_ arvenfe Lin. 

Mithridate muftard; the feed. 

Two forts of Thlapfi are ufed 
promifcuoufly; they both grow 
wild; their feeds have an acrid bj- 
ting tafte like common muftard, 
with which they agree in megical 
qualities. 


THUS MASCULUM, vide O- 
LIBANUM. 


THUS VULGARE 
Refina. 
~@ommon frankincenfe. 
This is a folid, brittle refin, 
brought to us in little glebes or 
mafles, of a brownifh or yellowifh 
colour’on the oatfide, internally 


(Lond. | 


‘whirith or variegated with whitith 
Specks; of a bitterifh, acrid, not 


agreeable tafte, without any con- 


hi es It is fuppofed to be 
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the produce of the pine tree which 
yields the terebinthina communis; 
and concrete on the furface of the 
terebinthinate juice foon after it has 
iflued from the plant. It gives 
name to one plafter, the emplattrum 
thuris and is a principal ingre- 
dient in another, the emplaftrum 
ladani. 


THYMUS [Ed.] Herba. 

Thymus vulgaris Lin. 

Common Thyme; the herb. 

This plant is frequent in our gar- 
dens, and flowers in June and Ju-. 
ly. It has an agreeable aromatic 


fmell, and a warm pungent tafte; 


which it imparts by infnfion to rec- 
tified fpirit, and fends over in diftil- 
lation with water; along with the 
water arifesan eflential oil, extreme- 
ly hot and pungent. This oil is of- 
ten fold in the {hops for that of ori- 
ganum. It frequently gives eafe in 
cafes of odontalgia, when topically 
applied to a caries tooth. 


TILIA [Suec.] Flores. 

Tilia Europea Line 

The lime, or linden tree; its 
flowers. 

The lime tree has been much va- 
lued on account of its quick growth 
and pleafant fhade; it flowers in 

uly, and lofes its leaves foon after. 

he flowers are made ufe of chiefly 
on account of their agreeable fla- 
your, which water extracts from 
them by infufion, and elevates in 
diftillation. Among the writers on 
the materia medica, they have the 
character of an antiepileptic, anda 
fpecific in all kinds of fpafms and . 
pains. Frederick Hoffman relates, 
that he knew a chronical epilepfy 
cured by the infufion of thefe flow- 
ers drank as tea. 


TINCAR, vide Borax. 
TOR- 
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TORMENTILLA (Lond. Ed. ] 
Radix, — 
Tormentilla ereda Lin, 
-'Tormentil, or feptfoil ; the root. 
Tormentil is found wildin woods 
‘and on commons: it has long flen- 
der ftalks, with ufually feven long 


narrow leaves at a joint; the root 


is for the moft part crooked and 
knotty, of a blackifh colour on the 
outfide, and a reddith within. This 
root has an auftere fiyptic tafte, ac- 
companied with a flight kind of a- 
yomatic flavour ; it is onéof the moft 
agreeable and efficacious of the ve- 
getable aftringents, and is employ-* 
ed with good effect in allcafes where 
medicines of this clafs are proper. 
It is more ufed, both in extempora- 
neous prefcription and in oflicinal 
compolition, than any of rhe other 
{trong vegetable aftringents: itis 
an ingredient in the two compound 


| powders of chalk. A tincture made 


from it with reétified fpirit pofleffes 
the whole aftringency and flavour 
of the root, and lofes nothing of ei- 
ther in infpiflating. 


TRAGACANTHA, vide Gum- 
MI TRAGACANTHA. 


TRICHOMANES [£d.] Her- 
ba: : 

Afplenium trichomanes Lin, 

Maidenhair; the herb. 

This is one of the herbs called, 
from the fmallne{s of their ftalks, 
capillary : itis found wild in diffe- 
rent parts of Britain, upon old walls, 
and in fhady places. The leaves 
have a mucilaginous, fweetifh, fub- 
aftringent tatte, without any parti- 
cular flavour ; they are efteemed ufe- 
fal in diforders of the breaft, pro- 
ceeding from athicknefs and acri- 
mony of the juices; and are likewile 
fappofed io promote the expectora- 
tion of touch prlegms and to open 
obfrucions of the vilcera. They 
are ufually directed in infufion or de- 


\ 
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what naufeous. 
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coction, with the addition of a little 
liquorice. A fyrup prepared fromm} 
them, though it has now no place ins! 
our pharmacopoeias, is frequently toc} 


prepared at home and imported!) 
from akroad. A little of thefe fy- i 
rups mixed with water makes a ve- | 
ry pleafant draught. The fyrup) 
brought from abroad has an admix- » 
ture of orange-flower water. 


TRIFOLIUM PALUDOSUM 
[Lond. Ed.| Herba. 

Menyanthestrifoliata Lin. 

Buck-bean, or marfh trefoil ; the 
herb. 

This plant grows wild in moift. 
marfhy places ; it has three oval 
leaves, ftanding together upon ong 
pedicle which iffues from. the root; 
their tafte is very bitter-and fome- 
Marth trefoil is an 
efficacious aperientand deobfiruent, 
promotes the fluid fecretions, and if - 
liberally taken, gently loofens the 
belly. Some recommend it in fero- 
phulous diforders and other ill-con- 
ditioned nicers; inveterate cutane- - 
ous difeafes have been removed by 
an infufion of the leaves drank to the — 
quantity of a pint a day at proper 
intervals, and continued for fome - 
weeks. Boerhaave relates, that he 
was relieved of the gout by drink- 
ing the juice mixed with whey. 


TRITICUM [Lond.] Farina a- 
mylune. : 

Triticum hybenum Lin. 

Wheat; flour and ftarch. 

Wheat, acommon article ‘seboa, 
is more glutinous and nutritious than 
mo{t other kinds of grain. The 
flour, or the Narch prepared from it, 
form with water a foft vifcid fab- 
ftance, which has béen taken with 
good fuccefs in diarrhoeas and dy- 
fenteries. Starch is an ingredientin 
the compound powder. dis tra- 
gacanth, and the wife pectoral 

trochess) 
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- SMtritious 


troches, which are now more pro- 
perly ftyled ftarch troches. 
‘Bran contains, befides the hufks 


or fhells of the wheat, a portion of 


jts farinaceous matter: This is lefs 
giutinous than the finer flour, and is. 

- fappofed to have a detergent quality. 
Tnfafions of bran are not unfrequent- 
dy employed with thisintention ex- 
trernally, and fometimes likewife ta- 
ken inwardly. 

Bread, carefully toafted, and in- 
fuied, or lightly boiled in water, im- 
paris a deepcolour, and a fufiiciently 
agreeable reftringent tafte. This li- 
quor taken as common drink, has 
done good fervice ina weak lax {tate 
of the ftomach and inteftines; and 
in bilious vomiting and purging, or 
the cholera morbus.. Examples are 
related in the Edinburgh Effays of 
feveral cafes of this kind cured by 
it, without the ufe of any other me- 
dicine. 

It is alfo avery common and a 
very proper drink in difeafes of the 
febrile kind. 

When a farinaceous powder is 
{teeped in cold water and ftrained 

_ through a cloth, a glutinous part re- 
mains in the cloth which fome fup- 
pofe to be the nutrient principle, as 

‘itis quite fimilar to animal jelly: a 
ftarch paffes through with the water, 
fettles at the bottom, and a {weet 
mucilageis kept diffolved in the wa- 
ter. Itis probably the juft proper- 
tion of thefe three ingredients in 
wheat which gives that grain a pre- 
ference in diet over the reft. The 


gluten is infolable in water; but | 
lungs, and fome ufe it in fcrophula. 


when mixed with the other two,and 
feafaned with falt, inthat ftate made 
to ferment by yeaft or leaven, and 
this fermentation, checked by the 
heat of the oven, the ingredients be- 
come fo intimately united, that they 
cannot be feparated : the vifcidity of 
the gluten is diminifhed, and the 
whole this forms a very foluble and 
read. 
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TURPETHUM [Brun.] Ra- 
dicis, cortex. 

Convoloulus turpethum Lin. 

Turbith ; the cortical part of the 
root. 

The cortical part of this root is 
brought to us in oblong pieces, ofa 
brown or afh-colour on the outfide, 
and whitifh within. The beft is 
ponderous not wrinkled, eafy to 
break, and difcoversa large quantity 
of refinous matter tothe eye: its 
tafte is at firft fweetifh; chewed for 
a little time, it becomes acrid, pun- 
gent and naufeous. This root is a 
cathartic, not of the fafeft or moft 


certain kind. The refinous matter, 


in which its virtue refides, appears. 
to be very unequally diftribured, in- 
fomuch that fome pieces,taken from 
a {cruple toa dram,purge violently ; 
while others, in larger dofes, have 
{carce any effec at all. An extract, 
made from the root,is more uniform 
in ftrength, though not {uperior or 
equal, to purgatives more common 
in the fhops. be 


TUSSILLAGO  [Lozd. £a.j 
Herba, flores. 
_ Tufilago farfara Lin. 

Colt’s foot ; the herb and flowers. 

This grows wildin watery places, 
producing yellowflowersinFebruary 
and March ; thefe foon fall off, and 
are fucceeded by large roundith 
leaves hairy underneath: their tafte 
is herbaceous, fomewhat glutinous, - 
and fubacrid. Toffilago, ftands re- 
commended in coughs,phthifis, and 
other diforders of the breaft and 


It is chiefly directed to be taken 
with milk ; and upon this probably, 
more thanon thetuflilago itfelf,any 
benefit derived from it in practice 
is to be explained. 


WU GIA [a,j 
Tutty. 
This is an impure fublimate of 


5 
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zinc, or an argillaceous fubftance 
impregnated therewith, formed into 
tubulous pieces like the bark of a 
tree. It is moderately hard and pon- 
derous ; of a brownifh colour, and 


full of {mall protuberances on the ' 


outfide, fmooth and yellowith with- 
in; fome pieces havea bluith caft, 
from minute ylobules of zinc being 
thrown up by the heat in 1s metallic 
form. Tutty is celebrated as an 
ophthalmic,and frequently employ- 
ed as fuch in unguentsand collyria: 
it gives name to an officinal ophthal- 
mic ointment. 


VALERIANA SYLVES- 
TRIS (Lond. Ed.| Radix. 

Valeriana officinalis Lin, 

Wild valerian ; the root. 

This root confifts of a number of 
ftrings or fibres matted together, if- 
fuing from one common ‘head of a 
whith or pale brownifh colour; its 
{mell is ftrong like a mixture of aro- 
-ynatices with fetids ; the tafte unplea- 
fantly warm,bitterifh, and fubacrid. 
Thereis awild valerian »with broad- 
er leaves, of a deeper and fhining 
green colour met with in watery 
places. Both forts have hither been 
nfed indifcriminately; and Linngcus 
has joined them into one f{pecies: but 
_ the firft is confiderably the ftrongeft, 
-and lofesof its quality if tranfplant- 
ed into fach foils .as the other natu- 
rally delightsin. The roots, pro- 
duced in low watery grounds, have 
a remarkably faint fmell in compa- 
rifon of the others, and fometimes 
fearce any at all, The roots taken 
up in autumn or winter, have alfo 
much ftronger fenfible qualities than 
thofe collected in {pring and fum- 
mer. Wild valerian is a medicine of 
great ufe in nervous diforders, and 
is particularly ferviceable in epilep- 
fies, proceeding from a debility of 
the mervous {yftem. It was firft 
brought into efteem in thefe cafes 
by Fabius Columna; who by taking 
rhe powdered root in the dofe of 
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half a fpoonful, was cured of an in- 
veterate epilepfy, after many other 
medicines had been tried in vain.. 
Repeated experience has fince con-. 
firmed its efficacy in this diforder ;| 
and the prefent practice lays confi- 
derable ftrefs upon it. It can, how- 
ever, by no means be reprefented as 
uniformly, or even frequently, fuc- 
cefsful, and that too although em- 
ployed in very large dofes. In the 
Edinburgh Difpenfary, in cafes of 
epilepfy in which there was no evi- 
dence of local affection, it has been 
given tothe extent of two ounces 
a day without effect. 

Some recommend it as ufefal in 
procuring fleep, particularly in fe- 
ver, even when opium fails : Butit 
is principally ufeful in affections of 
the hyfterical kind. 

The common dofe is from a 
{cruple toa dram in powder; and in 
infufion, from one to two drams. 
Its unpleafant flavour is moft effec- 
tually concealed by a fuitable addi- 
tion of mace. 

A tinéture of valerian in proof 
{pirit and in volatile {pirit are kept 
in the fhops. 


VERRATRUM, Vide HELLE-. 
BORUS ALBUS. 


VERBASCUM [£d.] Folium. 
Verbafcum thapfus Lin. 
Mullein; the leaf. 

This plant is met with by road 
fides and under hedges. Itis clothed 
with foft downy leaves,and produces 
long fpikes of yellow flowersin July. 
To the tafteit manifeftsa glutinous 
qualiry, and hasbeen recommended 
Some hold it in 
efteem inconfumptions, others have 
recommended it ftrongly in dyfen- 
teric affections ; but moft practi- 
tioners are difpofed to put little de- 
pendence onit in either. . It has 
fometimes,although perluaips £11) lefs 
frequently, been employed exter- 
nally in ill conditioned ulcers. 

VE- 
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VERONICA [Suwec.] Herba. 
Veronica officinalis Lin. 
- Male fpeedwell; the herb. 
This is one of the veronicz which 


produce their flowers in clufters at : 


the joints of the ftalks: it is a rough 
procumbent plant, not unfrequently 
met with on dry commons and in 
fandy grounds. In tafte, {mell, and 
medical virtues, it is fimilar to the 
betonica, though the veronica is 
commonly fuppofed to have more 
of an aperient and pectoral virtue, 
and betony to be rather nervine and 
cephalic. Hoffman and Job. Fran- 
cus have written exprefs treatifes on 
this plant, recommending infufions 
of it drank in the form of tea, as 
very falubrious in many diforders, 
particularly thofe of the breaft. 


VINCETOXICUM [ Suee.] Ra- 
dix. a 

Afclepias vincetoxicum Lin. 

Swallow-wort, or tame poifon; 
the root. k 

This is a native of the warmer 
climates; itis fometimes met with 
in our gardens, but rarely perfeGs 
its feeds. It is reckoned by bota- 
nifts a fpecies of apocynum, or 
dogfbane; from all the poifonous 
forts of which it may be diftinguith- 
ed, by yielding a limpid juice, 
whilft that of the others is a milky. 
The root has a ftrong fmell, efpeci- 
ally when frefh, approaching tothat 
of valerian or nard; the tafte is at 
firft {weetifh and aromatic, but foon 
becomes bitterifh, fubacrid, and nau- 
feous. This root is efteemed fudori- 
fic, diuretic, and emmenagogue, and 
frequently employed by the French 
and German phylicians as an alexi- 
pharmac, fometimes as a fucceda- 
neum to contrayerva; whence it 
has reccived the namie of covtrayer- 
va Germanorum, Among usit is ve- 
ry rarely made ufe of. It appears 
from its (eatible qualities to be a 
medicine of much the fame kind 
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with valerian, which is probably 
preferable to it. 


VINUM [Load. Ed] 

Wine; the fermented juice of 
the grape. Among the great yari- 
iety of wines in common ufe amon 
us, four are employed in the {hops 
as menftrua for medicinal fimples. 

Vinum album Hifpanicum, Moun- 
tain. : ae 

Vinum Canarium, Canary or 
fack. 

Vinum Rhenanum, Rhenih. 

Vinum rubrum, Red port. 

Wines conitft chiefly of water, 
alcohol, a peculiar acid, the aérial 
acid, tartar, and an aftringent gum- 
my refinous matter, in which the 
colour of red wines refides, and 
which is fqueezed out from the 
hafks of the grapes. They differ 
from each other in the proportion 
of thefe ingredients, and particular- 
ly in that of the alcohol which they | 
contain. aay 

The ofes of thefe liquorsas men- 
ftrua and vehicles of the virtues of 
other medicines will be given here- 
after: in this place we fhall con- 
fider only their effects on the ha- 
man body. ‘Thefe are, to ftimulate 
the ftomach, cheer the fpirits, warm 
the habit, promote perfpiration, 
render the veflels full and turgid, 
raife the pulfe, and quicken the cir- 
culation. 

Sweet wines are ftronger than 
they appear from the tafte, becaufe 
two impreffions ftrike more feebly 
when combined than when feparate, 
Red port, and moft of the red 
wines, have an aftringent quality, 
by which they ftrengthen the tone 
of the ftomach and inteftines, and 
thus prove ferviceable for reftrain- 
ing immoderate fecretions. Thofe 
which are of an acrid nature, as 
Rhenifh, pafs freely by the kidneys, 
and gently loofen the belly. Itis fup- 
pofed that thefe laft exafperate or 

oc- 
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oceafion gouty and calculous difor- 
ders; and that new winesof every 
Kind have this effect. 

Wine is much ufed in fevers of 
the typhous kind, and often with 
great fuccefs, particularly when the 
appetite feems to call for it, and 
when the ftomach rejects all Food: 
Claret, Madeira, and Port, are thofe 
eommonly employed in Britain. 


VIOLA | Lond.:Ed.). Flos-re- 
Otis | 

Viola odorata Lin. 

The March violet; 
flower. — 

Thisis often found wild in hedges 
and ripe places, and flowers in 
March ; the fhops are generally fup- 
plied from gardens. In our mar- 
kets we meet with the flowers of 
different fpecies; thefe may be dif- 
tinguifhed from the foregoing by 
their being larger, of a pale co- 
The officinal 
flowers have a very pleafant {mell, 
and a deep purplifh blue colour, de- 
nominated from them vio/et. ‘They 
impart their colour and flavour to 
aqueous liquors: a fyrup made from 
this infufion has long maintained a 
place in the fhops, and proves an a- 
greeable and ufeful laxative for chil- 
dren. 


the frefh 


VIPERA [£d.] 
Coluber berus Lia. 
The viper. 
The viper is one of the viviparous 
_ reptiles, without feet, about an inch 
in thicknefs, and twenty or thirty 
in length. ‘The poifon of this fer- 
pent is confined to its mouth: atthe 
bafis of the fangs, or jong teeth 
which ic wounds with, is lodged a 
little bag containing the pojfonous 
liquid; a very minete portion of 
which, mixed immediately with the 
bok proves fatal, Our viper- 
: catchers are faid to prevent the mif- 
chiefs other wife following from the 
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bite, by rubbing oil olive warm or : 
the part. The flefh of the viper ier 
perfectly innocent ; and f{trongly re-- 
commended as a medicine of extra-. 
ordinary fervice in fcrophulous, lee] 
prous, rheumatic, and other obfti-- 
nate chronic diforders. Its’ vir-- 
tues, however, in thefe cafes, ares 
probably too much exaggerated... 
The viper is donbtlefs an high nu-- 
tritious food; and hence in fome: 
kinds of weakneffes, and emaciated | 
habits, is not undefervedly looked | 
upon asa good reftorative. Toan-. 
{wer any valuable purpofes, frefht 

vigorous vipers, not fuch as have 

been long kept alive after they are 

caught, fhould be liberally ufed as 

food. The wines and tinctures of 
them can fcarce be fuppofed to re- 
ceive any confiderable virme from 

the animal; the dry flefh brought 

tous from abroad is probably entire- 

ly infignificant. 





VIRGA AUREA [Bruz.] 
Herba. cate 

Solidzgo virga aurea Lin. 

Golden rod; the herb. 

This is found wild on heaths 
and in woods, producing {pikes of 
yellow flowers in Augutt, The 
leaves have a moderately aftringent 
bitter tafte; and hence prove fer- 
viceable in debility and laxity of 
the vifcera, and diforders proceed- 
ing from that cane. 


VISCUS Fsaec) Livnam 
Vifcus albus Lin. 
Miffeltoe; the wood. 

This is a bufhy plant, growing on 
the trunk and branches of different 
trees: that met with on the oak is 
generally preferred, perhaps on ac- 
count of its being the moft rare. It 
may, however, be propagated by art 
on any trees, by rubbing the berries 
againft the bark, .This office has 
hitherto been performed by the 
thrufh (who oe oi the berries in 

the 


Be 
ieee 


raciiy |. 
- the winter) in clearing his bill from 
the feeds that ftick about ir. . This 
plant was held in veneration by ~ 
foperftition of former ages: itv 
huag about the neck to Bhs esha 
witchcraft, and taken internally to 
expelspoifons. It has been celebra- 
ted as a{pecific in epilepfics, palfies, 
&c. ; virtues, which it were greatly 
to be withed that experience gave 
any countenance to: but fo little 
reliance is now put uponit, that it 
is entirely rejected, both by the 
London and Edinburgh colleges. 


VITIS [Lond.] 

Vitis vinifera Lin. 

The vine tree. 

The leaves of this tree were for- 
merly celebrated asaftringents, but 
have for a long time been entirely 
difregarded : their tafte is herbace- 
ous, with only a flight roughnefs, 
The trunk of the tree, wounded in 
the fpring, yields a clear, limpid, 
watery juice: This tear of the vine 
has been accounted excellent for 
fore eyes; and by fome récom- 
mended likewife in ardent and ma- 
lignane fevers, and as a diuretic. 
The flowers have a pleafant fmell, 
which water elevates from them in 
diftillation ; along with the water, 
a {mall portion of an elegant effen- 
tial oil is faid to arife, poflefling in 
great perfection the fragrance of 
the flowers.—T he unripe fruit is of 
a very harth, rough, four tafte : its 
ork tedisice, called verjuice, was 
of great efteem among the ancients, 
and {till continnes fo infome pl aces, 
as a cooling aftriugent medicine; a 
rob and fyrap were formerly pre- 
pared from it.—The ripe fruit or 
grapes, oi which there are feveral 
Kinds, properly cured and dried, 
are the raifins of the fhops: the 
juice by fermentation affords wine, 
vinegar, and tartar ; of all which 
mention has already been made. 
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VITRIOLUM ALBUM, five 
ZiNct. péd.] 

White vitriol, or vitriol of zinc. 

This is chiefly found in its native 
{tate in the mines of Gollar, fome- 
times in tranfparent pieces, but 
more commonly in form of white 
etilorefcences, which are difiolved 
in water, and afterwards reduced 
by evaporation and cryflallifation 
into large mailes. We rarely meet 
with this fort of vitriol pure : it is 
ordered therefore to be prepared. 
After the zinc, which isits preper 
bafis, has been revived by inflam- 
mable fluxes, there remains a fub- 
ftance which is atiraéted by the 
magnet, and difcovers itfelf on o- 
ther trials alfo to be iron. A {olution 
of the vitriol depofites on fanding 
an ochry fediment, which general- 
ly gives a blue tin@ure to volanle 
alkalies, and hence appears to con- 
tain copper. White viriol is fome- 


times given from five or {ix grains. 


to halt a dram, asan emetic; 1t o- 
perates very quickly, and, if pure, 
without violence. Externally, it is 
employed as an ophthalm nic, and 
often made the batis of collyria, 
both in extemporaneous preicription 
and in difpentatories 5 ; fuch as the 


aqua zinci vitriolati cum camphora ~ _ 


of the London pharmacopocia. 


VITRIOLUM C@RULEUM 
joe Curry Ld.) a 
Blue vitriol, or vitriol of copper, 


_falfely called Roman Vitricl, 


Greateft part of the blue vitriol at 
prefent met within the hops, is 
faid to be artificially prepared by 
uniting copper with nO VIITICLC a- 
cid. This falt has a hiphly acrid, 
au{tere, and very nautcous tafte. It 


is adtrong emetic, and is recom-: . 


mended as fuch by fome in incipient 
phthifis, when fuppofed to be from 
tubercles. Its principal ule is exter- 


nally as an efcharotic; and for Rop- | 


ping hemorrhagies, which it ace 
Ds 


g 
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by coagulating the blood, and con-— 


tracting the mouths of the veflels. 
It isthe bafis to an officinal water 
for this intention. 


VITRIOLUM VIRIDE, five 
Ferri [£d.] 

Green vitriol, or vitriol of iron, 
commonly called copperas. 

This is prepared in large quan- 
tity at Deptford, by diffolving iron 
_ in the acid liquor which runs from 
certain fulphureous pyrite, ex- 
pofed for a length of time to the 
air, When pure, it is fimilar in 
quality to the officinal fa/ martis or 
chaly bis. 

The green and blue vitriols (as 
well as the white) are in many pla- 
ces found native inthe earth ; tho 
ufually, in this ftate, neither fort is 
free from an admixture of the o- 
ther : hence vitriols are met with 
of all the intermediate colours be- 
twixt the grafs vreen of the one 
and the faphire blue of the other. 

The acid of thefe falts has the 
greateft affinity with zinc, next to 
this with iron, and with copper the 
leaft of all. Hence folutions of 
white vitriol depofite, on ftanding, 
greateft part of the irony and cupre- 
ous matter which they contain ; and 
if fome frefh zinc be added, the 
whole. In like manner, upon adding 
bright polifhed iron to folutions of 
- green vitriol, if it holds any cupre- 

“ous matter, this will be thrown 
down. By this meansthe white and 
green vitriols may be purified from 
other metallic bodies. Green Vitriol 
has the general medical effects of 
iron, but is much lefs frequently 
employed than fome other chaly- 
 beates. 


ULMARIA [Prun.] Radix. 

Spirea ulinaria Lin. 

Meadow-fweet, or Qreen of the 
Meadows ; the root. | 7 

This scl is irs in moi 
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meadows, and about the fides of ri- | 
vers; it flowers in the beginning of | 
June, and continues in flower acon- | 
fiderable time. The flowers have a — 
very pleafant flavour, which water — 
extracts from them by infufion, and — 
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elevates in diftillation. Thedeaves 
are herbaceous. But neither of thefe 


"at prefent enter any pharmacopoei- 


as. ‘Fhe roots are ufed in fome 
platters, in which they have pro- 
bably no influence. 


ULMUS Feat vibe Cortex 
interior. 

Ulmus campefiris Lin. 

The elm-tree ; the inner bark. 

This bark has a mild aftringent 
tafte. A decoction formed from it, 


>~ by boiling an ounce with a pound 


of water, to the confumption of one 
half, has been highly recommend- 
ed by fome, particularly by Dr Let- 


fome, in obftinate cutaneous erup-, 


tions. 


URTICA [Lozd. Ed.]| Herba. 

Urtica dioica Lin. 

Common nettle ; the herb. 

The leaves of the frefh nettle fti- 
mulate, inflame, and raife blifterson 
thofe parts of the fkin which they 
touch. Hence when a powerful ru- 
befacient is required, ftinging with 
nettles has been recommended. It 
has been alleged to have fometimes 
fucceeded in reftoring fenfe and 
motion to paralytic limbs. Both the 


herb and feed were formerly be- 


lieved to be lithontriptic and power- 


fully diuretic; and many other vir- | 


tues were attributed to them, to 
which the prefent practice pays no 
regard. The young leaves are by 
fome ufed in the {pring as a whole- 
fome pot-herb. 


UVA PASSA oo 


Raifins of the fun; the dried 


grapes of the vitis Damafeena. 
| UV AL- 


q 
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The 2) A ufe of thefe is as 
an agreeable {weet: they impart a 
very pleafant flavour both to aque-. 
ous and fpirituous men{trua, The 
feeds or ftones are fuppofed to give 
a difagreeable relith, and hence are 
generally directed to be taken out. 
The railins of the fun are an ingre- 
dicntin the compound decoction of 
barley, the uncture of fenna, and 
the compound iincture of carda- 
mums. 


UVAURSI [Loud. Ed.] Fo- 
liuwi. 

Arbutus uva-urfi Lin, 

Bears whortleberry ; the leaf. 

The uva urfiis a low thrub, fome- 
what refembling the myrtle. It 
feems firft tohave been employedin 
medicine in Spain and the fouth of 
France; and it is an indigenous ve- 
getable of thele countries, but it 
grows alfo in northern climates, 
particularly in Sweden and on the 
hills of Scotland. Theleaves have 
a bitrerifh aftringent talte; and 
their quality in the latter way is fo 
confiderable, that in certain places, 
particularly in fome of the provin- 
ces of Ruflia, they are ufed for 
tanning leather. A watery infu- 
fionof theleaves immediately {trikes 
a very black colour with. chaly- 
heates. 

The uvaurfi feems firl to have 
been employed in medicine with a 
view to its aftringent power. With 
this intention, it wasufed under 
the form of decoction, for reftrain- 
ing an immoderate flow of the men- 
fes, again{t other hemorrhagies, 
in cafes of diarrhoea and« lyfentery, 
aud for the cure of cutangous eriip- 
tions. But it had fallen much in- 
to diffe till its employment was 
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Phere’ is, however, a confide 
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again revived by Dr de Haen of 
Vienna. He beftowed very high 
encomiums upon it, again{t ulcera- 
tions of the kidnies, bladder, and 
urinary paflages. He reprefents it 
as capable of curing almoft every 
cafe of that kind; and even afferts, 
that in cafes of ealculas much be- 
nefit is derived from its ule; pas 
tients after the employment of it 
pafling their water eafily and with- 
out. pain. It has, however, by no 
means anfwered the expectations 
which on thefe grounds other prac- 
titioners formed of it: But in many 


affections of the urinary organs, it. 


has proved to be a remedy of . fome 
ufe; and it has been particularly 
ferviceable in alleviating dy{peptic 
fymptoms in nephritic and calcu- 
lous cafes. It has alfo been fer- 
viceable in cyftirrhoea or catarrhus 
veficze ; and it has been thought to 
be fometimes productive of advan- 
tage in “ies 
ufed under the form of decoétion, 
but moft frequently in that of pow- 
der, from a fcraple to a dram being 


taken for a dofe, and repeated two. 


or three times a day. 


WINTERANUS COR. ™ 


TEX. [Bruz.] 

Winterania aromutica. * 

Wirnter’s bark. 

Thisisthe produce of atree grows 
ing about the fouthern promontory 
of America. It was firft difcovered 
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Iris fometimes 


on the coaft of Magellan by Captain oe 


Winter,inthe year 1567: the failors 
then employed the bark as a fpice, 
and afterwards found it ferviceable 
inthe {curvy ; for which purpofe it 
is at prefent alfo fometimes made 
ufe of i Jiet-drinks. The true 
winter’ ark is not often met with 
in the fhops, canella alba being ge- 
nerally fubftituted for it, and by 
many it is reckoned to bethefemne 
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difference betwixt them in appear- 
ance, and a greater in quality. The 
winter's bark isin larger pieces, of 
a more cinnamon colour than the 


canella; and taftes much warmer 
and more pungent. 


ZEDOARIA [Lond. Ed.] Ra- 
dix. Je : 

Kempferia rotunda Lin, 

Zedoary ; the root. 

Zedoary is the root of a plant 
growing inthe Eaft-Indies. It is 
broaght over in oblong pieces about 
the thicknefs of the finger, or in 
roundilh ones about an inch in dia- 
meter. Both forts have an agreeable 

fragrant fmell, and a warm, bit- 
_terifh, aromatic tafte. 

In diftillation with water, it 
yields an effential oil, poffefling the 
{mell and flavour of the zedoary in 
an eminent degree; the remaining 
decoétion is almoft. fimply bitter. 
Spirit likewife brings over fome 
fmall fhare ofits flavour: neverthe- 
Jefs the fpirituous extract is confi- 
derably more grateful than the ze- 
doary. | ‘ 

ZIBETHUM [ Bran. ] 

Viverra zibetha Lin, 

Civet. . | 

This is a foftunQuons fabftance, 
ofa white, brown, or blackifh co- 
Jour, brought from the Brazils, the 
eoaft of Guinea, and the Eaft-In- 
dies. It is met with in certain 
bags, fituated in the lower part of 
the belly of an animal, faid: to be 
of the cat kind. The chief ufe 
of this drug is in perfumes; it is 
rarely, if ever, employed for any 
medicinal purpofes. 


ZINCUM [Lond. Fda: 
Zinc. hai ae 

Thisis a femimetal, which isin- 
flammable per fe, fublimable into 
flowers, ‘which after wards ‘remain 
fixed inthe ftrongeft fire, foluble in 
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every acid, not mifcible in fufion} 
with fulphur, changing copper intel 
a yellow metal, brafs. Several pro 
ductions of this metal, though no) 
generally known to be fuch, are 
kept in the fhops; as its rich ore 
calamine,the white vitriol, the pure 
white flowers of zine called pom 
pholyx, and the more impure tutty, 
Of feveral of thefe we have already; 
had occafion to fpeak. : 
The preparations of zinc are em-. 
ployed principally in external ap. 
plications as ophthalmics. Ther 
flowers levigated into an impalpable: 
powder, form with oily  fubftances: 
an ufeful unguent, and with rofe-. 
water, aud the like, elegant colly- 
ria, for defluctions of thin fharp 
humours upon theeyes. They are 
moderately aftringent; and aét, if. 
the levigation has been duly per- 
formed, without acrimony or irri- 
tation. ; pteae ae 
Internally, they have been re- 
commended in epilepfy and other 
{paf{modic affections, both alone and 
with the cupram ammoniacum ; 
and fome think they prove an ufe- 
ful addition tothe Peruvian bark in. 
intermittents. | 


ZINGEBER 
dix. 

Amomum zingiber Lin, 

Ginger; the root. : 

This root is brought from China, 
from the Eaft and Weft-Indies. It 
has a fragrant fmell, and a hot, bit-- 
ing, aromatic tafte. Rectified f{pi- 
rit extracts its virtaes by infufion,” 
in much greater perfection than a= 


[Lond. Ed.). Ra- 


queous liquors; the latrer elevate 


its whole flavour in diftillation, the 
former little or nothing. Ginger > 
is a very ufefal fpice in cold flatu-” 


lent colics, and in laxity and debi-. 


he inteflines: it docs not 
heat fo much as thofe of the pepper | 


lity of tl 


rable © 


“ 
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rable. It gives nametoan officinal broad; enters the e/efuarinm car- 
fyrup, to the zingiber conditum, or diacum, and fome other compofi- 
candied ginger ‘brought from a- tions. 





General TiTLES including feveral SIMPLES. 


f fSmallage, 
| | Afparagus, 
The five opening roots: — < Fennel, 
Parfley, 


Butchers broom. 


{ Marfhmallows, 
| Mallows, 

The five emollient herbs: Mercury, 

| : ; Pellitory of the wall, 
| Violets. 





Borage, .- 
Buglofs, 
Rofes, 

_ Violets. 


The four cordial flowers : 


ue: 
pe sok 


iy 


“"e 


Anife, — 
Caraway, 
Cummin, 
Fennel. 


ig 
Rye ese 


The four erie: hot feeds: 


Smallage, 

Wild carrot. 
Water melons, 
‘) Cucumbers, 
Gourds, 
Melons... 


_ The four oe asd feeds: 


Succory, ae 
Endive, er 
Lettuce, a 
Purflane. Ene, 


The four leffer cold es. 


| | Bifhopfweed, 
‘The four leffer hot feeds : - eee 





08 


‘The fottr capillary bier 


The four carminative flowers: 


Materia Medica, 


- Maidenhair, 

Englith Maidenhair, 
Wall rue, 

Caterach. 


Camomile, 
Feverfew, 
Dill, 
“Melilot. 


The fimples of each of the above claffes have been often employed to- 


gether, tnder the refpeClive general ippellations. 


This practice has en- 


urely ceafed among us; and accordingly thefe denominations are now ex. 
punged both from ‘the London and Edinburgh Pharmacopoeias, and they 
are now retained in very few of the foreign ones. But as thefe articles are 
frequently mentioned under their general titles by writers of eminence, 
we imagined that the above enumeration of them might be of fome ufe, 





Grn NERAL Rutes for the Collection and Prefervation 


of SIMPLES. 


Roors. 


ANNUAL foots are to be takeh up 
before they fhoot out ftalks or 
flowers : Biennialones, chiefly in 


the autumn of the fame year in 


which the feeds werefown: The 
perennial, whenthe leaves fall off, 
and therefore generally inthe au- 
tumn. Being wafhed clean from 


dirt, and freed from the rotren 


and decayed fibres, they are to be 
hung up in a warm, fpady, airy, 
place, till fufficiently dried. The 
thicker roots require to be flit 


jongitadinally, or cut tranfverfely 


- 3nto thin flices. Such reots as lofe 


their virtues by exiiceation, or 


_ are defired to be preferved in a 


freth fate, forthe greater conve- 
niency of their ufe in certain 
forms, are to be kept buried in 
dry fand. 


THERE are two feafonsin which 
the biennial and perennial roots are 
reckoned the moft vigorous, the au- 
tumn and fpring; or rather the 
time when the ftalksorleaves have 
fallen off, and thatin which the ve- 
getation is jot, to begin again, or 
foon after it has begun; hehe 
times are found to differ confidera 
bly in different plants. 

The coilegeof Edinburgh, inthe 


Part Ul. : 


ee 


two firft editions of their pharma- : 


copoeia, direGed them to be dug in 
the fpring, after the leaves were 


formed: in the third edition, the 
le _ autumn 


ae 
F “ 


autumn was preferred. The gene- 
ralivy of roots appear, indeed, tobe 


moft efficacious in the (pring : but. 


as at this time they are alfo the 
mot juicy, and coniequently fhrivel 
much in drying, and are rather 
more difficultly preferved, it iscom- 
monly thought moft advifable to 
take them up in autumn. No rule, 
however, can be given that {hall 
_ obtain univerfally : arum root is ta- 
ken even in the middle of fum- 
mer, without fufpicion of its being 
lefs ative than at other feafons; 
while angelica root is inert during 
the fummer, in comparifon of what 
it was in the autumn, f{pring, or 
winter. 


Heres and LEAVES. 


Herss are to be gathered when the 
leaves have come to their full 
growth, before the flowers un- 
fold; bust of fome plants the 
flowery topsare preferred. They 
are to be dried in the fame man- 

mer as roots. 


_ ‘For the gathering of leaves, 
there cannot perhaps be any uni- 
verfal rule, any more than for roots ; 
for though moft herbs appear to be 
in their greateft vigour about the 
‘time of their flowering, or a little 
before, there are fome in which the 
medicinal parts are more abundant 
at an earlier period. 

Thus mallow and marfhmallow 
leaves are moft mucilaginous when 
young, and by the time of flower- 
ing approach more to a woody na- 
ture. A difference of the fame kind 
is more remarkable in the leaves of 
certain trees and fheubs: the young 
buds, or rudiments of the leaves, of 
the black poplar tree, havea a 
fragrant {mell, approaching to that 
of ftorax ; but. by the time that the 
leaves have come | to their full 
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growth, 
hautted. 
_ Herbs are directed by moft of 
the pharmaceutic writers tobe dried 
inthe thade; a rule which appears 
to be very juft, though it has fome- 
times been mifunderfiood. They 
are not to be excluded from the 
fun’s heat, butfrom the ftrons ac- 
tion of the folar light ; by which 
laft their colours are very liable to 
be altered or deftroyed, much more 
fo than thefe of roots. Slow drying 
of then in a cool place is far from 
being of any advantage : both their 
colours and virtues are preferved in 
greateft perfection when they are 
dried haftily by the heat of com- 
mon fire as great as that which the 
fun can impart: the juicy ones, in 
particular, require to be dried by 
heat, being otherwife fubject to 
turn black. Odoriferous herbs, 
dried by fire till they become fri- 
able, difecover indeed, in this acrid 
ftate, very little fmell ; not that 
the odorous matter is diffipated ; 
but on account of its not being 
communicated from the perfectly 
dry fubjeét to dry air; for as foon 
asa watery vehicle is ope whe- 
ther by infufing the plant in water, 
or by expofing it fora little time to 
a moift air, the odorous parts begin 
to be extraGed by virtue of the a- 


queous moifture, anddifcover them- _ 


felves in their full force. 
Of the ufe of heat in the drying 


of plants, we have an inftance in 


the treatment of tea among the 
Chinefe. According to the ac- 
counts of travellers, the leaves, as 
foon as gathered, are brou ght into 
an apartment farnifhed with a num- 
ber of little furnaces, or ftoves, each 
ef which is covered with a clean 
fmooth iron plate; the leaves are 
{pread upon the plates, and kept 
rolling with the hands till they be- 
gin to curl as about the edges ; 

| U 3 they 
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their fragrance is ex. 


they are then immediately fwept 
off on tables, on which one perfon 
continues to roll them, while ano- 
ther fans them that they may cool 
haftily: this procefs is repeated 
two oy three times, or oftener, ac- 
cording as the leaves are difpofed 
to unbend on ftanding. 


~ 


ee ee of Herss and 


FLOWERS. 


Heres and flowersare to be dri- 
ed by the gentle heat of a ftove or 
common fire,’ and only in that 
quantity at atime by which the ex- 
ficcation may be very foon finifhed. 
By this means their {trength is beft 
preferved ; and this is indicated in 
proportion as they retain their na- 
tive colour. 

~ But the leaves of hemlock, and 
fome other herbs replete with a 
fubtile volatile matter, are to be 
beat immediately after the exficca- 
tion, and preferved in glafs-vedlels, 
well fhut. 


FLOWERS. 


*FLowers are tobe gathered when 


moderately expanded, on a clear 

dry day, beforenoon. Red rofes 

are taken before they open, and 

the white heels clipped off and 
thrown away. 


THE quick-drying, above recom- 
mended for the leaves of plants, is 
more particularly proper for flow- 
ers ; in moft of which both the co- 
Jour and {mell are more perifhable 
than in leaves, and more fubjec to 
be impaired by flow. exficcation. 
Ofthe flowers which come frefh in- 
to the apothecaries hands, the only 
ones employed dry in the London 
Pharmacopoeia are red rofes ; and 
thefe, in all the compofitions in 


which they are ufed ina dry ftate, 


gro. oS 


are exprefsly ordered to be dried 
haftily. One of the moft valuable 
aromatics of European growth, 

{affron, is a part of a flower, dried 
on paper, on a kind of kiln, ’ with a 
heat fufficient to make it fweat, 
taking care only not to endanger 
the fcorching of it. 

It may here be obferved, that the 
virtues of flowers are confined to 
different parts of the flower in dif. 
ferent plants. Saffron is a fingular 
production growing at the end of 
the ftile or piftil.. The attive part 
of camomile flowers is the yellow 
difk, or buttonin the middle ; that 
of lilies, rofes, clove-july flowers, 
violets, and many others, the peta- 
Ja or flower-leaves ; while rofema- 
ry has little virtue in any of thefe 
parts, the fragrance admired inthe 
flowers of this plant refiding chiefly 
in the cups. 


SEEDS and Fruits. 


SEEDS fhould be collected when ripe 
and beginning to grow dry, be- 
fore they fail off fpontanconfly. 
Fruits are alfo to be gathered 
when ripe, unlefsthey are order- 
ed to be otherwife. 


Or the fruits whofe collection 
comes under the notice of the apo- 


thecary, there are few which are. 


ufed in an unripe ftate ; the princi- 
pal is the floe, whofe virtue asa mild 
aftringent is much diminifhed by 
maturation. The fruit of the orange 
tree, raifed in our gardens or green 
honfes, is. fomeumes gathered i ina 
ftate of much greater immaturity, 
foon after it is formed on the tree, 
before it has acquired its acid juice; 
at this time it proves an elegant 


aromatic bitter, nearly refembling 
what. are called Cura(/aooran- 


ges, which appear to be no other 
than the fame. fruit gathered 
at 


| 








at the fame period in a warmer cli- 
mate. 

~The rule for’ collecting feeds is 
more yeneral than any ‘of the o- 
thers, all the officinal feedsbeing in 
their greateft perfection atthe tine 
of their matority. As feeds contain 
little watery moifture, they require 
no other warmth for drying them 
‘than that of the temperate air in 
autumn; fuch as abound with a 
~-grofs expreffible oil, as thofe com- 
monly called the cold feeds, {hould 
never be expofed toany confiderable 
heat; forthis would haften the ran- 
cidity, which, however carefully 
kept, they are very hable to con- 
tract. Seeds are beft preferved in 
their. natural hufks or coverings, 
which fhould be feparated only 
at the time of ufing; the hofk, 
or cortical part, ferving to ‘defend 


the feed from being injured by the. 


air. 


Woops and Barks. 


Tue moft proper feafon for the 

felling of woods, or fhaving off 
their barks, i is generally the win- 
ter. 


No oa: of our own growth are 
now retained by the London or 
Edinburgh colleges. The only two 
which had formerly a place in the 
catalogues of fimples were-the j juni- 
per and box; the firft of which is 
never kept in the fhops, or employ- 
edin practice; the other may be 
procured from the turner; and it 
is indifferent at what feafon it has 


a an 


been cut down, being at all times 
fufficiently fit for the only ufe to 
which it was applied, the yielding 
an empyreumatic oil by diftillation 
in a {trong fire. 

Irmay be doubted, whether barks 
are not generally more replete with 
medicinal matter in the fummer and 
{pring than in winter. The barks 
of many trees are in fummer fo 
much loaded with refin and gam, as 
to buarit fpontaneoufly, and dif- 
charge the redundant quantity. Itis 
faid thatthe bark of the oak anfwers 
beft for the tanners at the time of the 
rifing of the fap in fpring; and as 
its ufe in tanning depends on the | 
fame aftringent quality for which it 
is ufed-in medicine, it fhould feem 
to be fitteft for medicinal purpofes 
alfo in the fpring. It may be obfer- 


ved likewife, that it is in this laft 


feafon that barks in general are 
moft conveniently peeled off. 


ANIMALS and MINERALS. 


ANIMats and minerals are to be 
chofen in their moft perfec ftate, 
unlefs they be ordered otherwife. 

e 


Whatever virtues thefe bodies 
may have, they are fuppofed to be 
beft when they haveattained totheir 
common full growth. As there are — 
no diftinctions of pa or im- 
matury in the mineral Kingdom, 
the only rule for” diredting our 
choice here muft be the purity of 
the fubjects from any mixture of o- 
ther bodies: none of them are éver 


to be ufed in animpure ftate. 


“Ua 
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A fort View of DItFERENt ARRANGEMENTS of 
the MaTeriA Mepica. 


rN the beginning of this part, in which the differentarticles of thema- 
teria medica are confidered, we have affigned reafons for giving the 
preference to the alphabetical mode of arrangement: but as other modes 
of arrangement alfo, though liable to greater objeCtions, aré not without 
fome peculiar advantages, it may nor be improper to fubjoin a gene- 
yal view of fome of thofe plans of arrangement, which have either 
been followed by the moft eminent writers on the materia medica, at dif- 
ferent periods, or which feem to us to be of confiderable utility in prac- 
‘tice; not only as conjoining together articles which havé nearly thé 
fame operative effeéts, fuch,as emetics, cathartics, or the like: butas 
fubdividing thefe clafles into fuch inferior aflociations as may lead the 
rational practitioner to the felection of that particular article which is beft 
accommodated to the difeafe, or to the circumftances of his patient. 








The ee of DioscoRIDEs, as tranflated into 
Latin from the orginal Greek, cs! Janus ANnTo- 
* NIUS SARACENUS. 


\ 


. 1. De aromatibus, oleis, unguen- 
tis, arboribus et nafcentibus ex cis 
- liquoribus lachrymis ac frudctibus. 


2. De animalibus, cerealibus, - 


oleribus et acrimonia preeditis her- 
bis. 


i De geacicihes, faccis, herbis 


et feminibtis, tum nature noltre 
familiaribus, tum etiam medica- 
mentofis, 

4. De iis qua reftant iis: at- 
que radicibus. 

5. De vinis et iis que metallica 
dicuntur. 


The Arrangement of STEPHANUS FRANCISCUS 
Georrroy, i his Tractatus de Materia Medica. 


. De fotlalibis, 

. De vegetabilibus exoticis. 

. De vepetabilibus indigenis. | 
. De infects. 

5. De pifcibus.. 


Coe SS 
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6. De am phibiis. 

7. De avibus. 

8. De quadrupedibus. 
(9. De homine, 
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The Arrangement of Joun Frepericx CarTHEv-« 
—seR, 7” fis Fundamenta Materize Medice. 


1. De infipidis terreis et terro 
gelatinofis. 

2, De infipidis,. et fabdulcibus 
mucilagineis et gelatinofis. 

3. De dulcibus, fubdulcibus, le- 
 hiter amaricantibus aufteriufculis, 
atque balfamicis upeumel’ oleofis et 
- pinguibus. 

4. De acidis et Gao! dulcibus. 

5. De falinis alcalicis, tam fixis 
quam volatilibus urinofis. 


gineo-fubad{tringentibus, 


gantibus, tam emeticis, quam ca- 
tharticis. — 

12. De vaporofis inebriantibus 
et narcoticis. 

13. De balfamicis et aromati- 
cis. 

14. De amaricantibus, aufteri- 
ufculis, blandis balfamicis, acriufcu- 
lis, fubdulcibus, terreo-aut mucila- 
aliifque - 
fapore mixto donatis. | 


15. De ficcis fulphureis, mercu- 
rialibus, fulphureo-mercurialibus, 
7. De anfteris ftypticis. fulphureo-regulinis, et metallicis, 
8. De dulcibus. femimetallicis ac terreis martiali- 
9. De acribus alterantibus. bus. 
10. De amaris et amaricantibus. 16. De aqua fimplici, aqua ma- 
ri. De acribus et amaris pur- rina, etaquis medicatis mineralibus, 


6. De falinis explicitis medic 
nature. 


The Arrangement of DR Murray, from his Appara- 
tus Medicaminum tam Simplicium quam Preepa- 


ratorum et Compofitorum, Vol. 2, 01, 1U:& IV; 





1. Coniferz. 22. Putaminese, 
2. Amentacee, 23. Siliquofee. 
3. Coimpofitee. 24. Papilonacez, 
4. Agotegate. 25. Lomentaceax, 
5. Conglomeratz. 26. Multifiliquae. 
6. Umbellate. 27. Senticofe. 
7. Hederacez. 28. Pomaceze 
8. Sarmentacezx. 29. Hefperidez. , * 
©. Stellatee. — 30. Succulente. ie ele 5 6 a 
10. Cymofe. 31. Columniferee. ie 
11. Cucurbitacex. 32. Gruinales. 
12. Solanacex, 33. Caryophyllea. 
13. Campanacez. 34. Calycantheme. 
14. Contorte, 35. Afcyroidex. 
» 15. Rotacez. 36. Coadunatae. 
16, Sepiariae,’. . 37. Dumofae. 
17. Bicornes,< 38. ‘Trihilatae. 
ees Afperifoliae. 39. Tricoccae, 
Ig. Verti cillatae.. 40. Oleraceae, 
20. Perfonat: rx onate. ar. Stabridae. 2 
‘OT, heen des... 42. Veprecule. 
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ee - Arrangement of Dr CuLien from bis Materia 


edica. 


| MATERLE MEDIC TABULA GENERALIS, 


In gua Medicamenta ad Cap guedan fecundum indicationes morbo~ 





rum curatorias quibius refpondent, referuntur, 


MATERIA MEDICA conftat ex 


NuTRIMENTIS que font. 
G25. 
Potus. 
et quae cum his india Condimenta. 
LMepIcaMENTIs quz agunt in. : 
( Solida. 
i ( Simplicia 
i Aftringentia, 
T onica. 
Emollientia. 
4 Erodentia. 
é Ca AViva. 
Stimulantia. 
Sedantia. 
Narcotica. : 
Refrigerantia. 
' Anti/pafmodica. 
UFluida. 
{ immutantia. 
(Fluiditatem,_ 
Z _ Attenuantia. 
Infpiffantia 
Mifturam, 
Acrimoniam corrigentia. 
_ In genere. 
Demulcentia, 
In fpecie 
Antacida. 
Antalkalina,. 
‘ ; Antifeptica. 
( Evacuantia. eee 
Errhina. 
Stalagoga. 


X Expecorantia. 


Emetica. 
Cathartica. 
 Diuretica, + 
Diaphoretica. 
Menagoga. 


- 


y The 
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The Arvangenen! of Dr Home, from his Methodus 


Materia Medice. 


\ 


Clafs 1. Auxilia adjicentia. 





yo evacuantia. Clafs 6. Auxilia afficientia fenfus. 

















at alrerantia fluida. ae topicainterna., 

4 Alterantia folida. 8. expellentia vel de- 

5 permutantia motus ftruentia corpo- 
folidorum et flui- « ra extranea. 
dorum. ‘ — 


The Ar rangement of DR Do NCAN, eo. bir Heads of 


I. 


il. 


il. 


IV 


V. 


Vi 


Lectures on the Moteaa. Medica. 


EMETICA. 3. Antifpafmodica. 
1. Irritantia. 4. Irritantia. 
2. Calefacientia. 
3. Naufeofa. VII. ERRHINA, 
4. Narcotica. . 1. Sternutatoria, 
2. Kvacuantia. 
CATHARTICA, 
1. Stimulanua. — VIII. Staracoca. 
2. Refrigerantia. ; Topica. 
3. Reftringentia. 2. Interna. 
4. Emollientia. | 
§. Narcotica. IX. EMMENAGOGA. 
1, Stimulantia. 
DIAPHORETICA. 2. Irritantia. 
1. Calefacientia, 3. ‘Tonica. 
2. Stimulantia. 4. Antifpafmodica. 
3. Pungenua. 
4. Antifpafmodica. X. ANTHELMINTICA. 
5. Diluentia. I. Venenofa. 
2. Lubricantia. 
EPISPASTICA. eB 1 omicd. 
1. Rubefacientia, 4, Cathartica. e 
2. VWelicantia. ae | a 
3. Suppurantia. XI, LITHONTRIPTICA. 
5 1. Antacida, : 
DIURETICA. ~ 2. Reftringentia. 
1. Sumulantia. a ie 
2. Refrigerantia. > XII. AnTactpa. . : 
3. Diluentia, 1. Eccoprotica, 
4. Narcotica. 2. Reha eis 
EXPECTORANTIA. SL. bist 
i. Stimulantia. wee ey, Rebrigeranvias . 
2. Naufeofa, 2. Anuifleptica, 


Ce Ey , XIV. At- 


XIV. ATTENUANTIA. XX. DEMULCENTIA. 


i. Diluentia. i 1. Lenientia. 
2. Solventia. 2. Diluentia. 
XV. InsprssanTia. | XXI. StrmuLantra. 
I. Farinofa. : I. Topica. 
2. Mucilaginofa, 2. Diffutibilia. 
_ 3. Calefacientia, 
XVI. ANTISEPTICA. | _4. Cardiaca, 
a. Refrigerantia. ay 5. Tonica. 
2. Tonica. 6. Carminativa. 
3. Stimulantia. | . 
4. Antifpafmodica. XXII. SEDATIVA. 
“cs 1. Soporifica. 
XVIL ApsTRINGENTIA. 2. Narcotica. 
I. Styptica. 3. Refrigerantia. 
2. Corrigentia. 2 
3. Tonica. XXIT. ANTISPASMODICA. 
. 1. Stimulantia, 
SSVI. EMoLurenria. 2. Sedativa. 
rt. Humectantia. 3. Yonica.. 
2. Laxantia. ee 
3. Lubricantia. XXIV. Sancurnis Missi1ones. 
. x. Generales. c 
MIX. Corrosiva. - a Topice. 


t. Frodentia. 
2. Cauttica. 
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PREPARATIONES SIMPLICIORNES. 


THE 
& 
QUORANDUM IN AQUA 
NON SOLUBILIUM PRAPA- 
RATIO. Lond. 
The preparations of fome Sub- 
frances not foluble in water. 


OUND sthefe fubftances firft in 
a mortar; then, pouring on 
a little water, levigate them upon a 
hard and polifhed, but not calcare- 
ous, ftone, that they may be made 
as fine as poflible. Dry this pow- 
der upon blotting-paper Jaid on 
chalk, and fet it ina warm, or at 
leaft adry, place, for fome days. 
In this manner are to be pre- 
pared, : 
Amber, 
Antimony, 
‘Caiamine, 
Chalk, 
Coral, 
Oytter-fhells, fir cleanfed from 
their impurities, 
Pe. 
Crabs claws, firft broken into 
fmall pieces, muft be wafhed with 
boiling water before they be levi- 
gated. 


MORE SIMPLE PREPARATIONS. 


Verdepgris muft be prepared in 
the fame manner. 


WHERE large quantities of the 
foregoing powders are to be pre- 
pared, itis cuftomary, inflead of 
the flone and muller, to employ 
hand-mills made for this parpofe, | 
confifting of two ftones ; the upper- 
most of which turns horizontally 
upon the lower, and has an aper- 
ture in the middle for the conveni- 
ency of fepplying freth matter, or of 
returning that which has already 
paffed, till it be reduced toa proper 
degree of finenefs. 

For the levigation of hard: bo- 
dies, particular care fhonid be ta- 
ken, whatever kind of inflruments 
be made ule of, that they be ef fufh- 
cient hardnefs, otherwife they will 
be abraded by the powders. The 
hematites, a hard iron ore, is moft 
conveniently levigated between twe 
iron planes; for if the common 
levigating ftones be anade nfe of, 
the preparation, when finithed, will 
contain almoft ss much of forcion 
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matter from the inftrument as of 
the hematites. 

It has been cuftomary to moiften 
feveral powders in levigation, wiih 
rofe, balm, and other diftilled wa- 
ters: thefe, neverthelefs, have no 
advantage above common water, 
fince in the fubfequent exficcation 
they muftneceflarily exhale, leaving 
the. medicine poffeffed of no other 
‘virtue than what might be equally 
expected from it when prepared 
with the cheaper element. ) 

Some few fubftances, indeed, are 
more advantageoully levigated with 
fpirit. of wine than witn water. 
‘Thus bezoar has the green colour 
ufually expected in this coftly pre- 
paration, confiderably improved 
thereby. A little fpirit' may be 
added to the other animal fubftan- 
ces, if the weather be very hot, and 
large quantities of them are prepa- 
_ Ted at once, to prevent their ran- 
ning into ‘putrefaétion ; an acci- 
dent which, in thofe circumftances, 
fometimes happens when they are 
Jevigated with water only. Crabs-. 
eyes, which abound with animal 
gelatinous matter, are particularly 
liable to this inconvenience. 


The caution given above for re-- 


ducing antimony, calamine, and tut- 
ty, to the greateft fubtilty potlible, 
demands particular attention. The 
tendernefs of the parts to which the 
two laft are ufually applied, requires 
them to be perfectly free from any 
admixture of grofs irritating parti- 
eles. The firft, whennor thorough- 
ly comminuted, might not only, | by 
its fharp needle- like fpicala, wound 
the ftomach, but hkewife anfwers 
little valuable purpofe asa medicine, 
proving either an ufelefs load upon 
the -vifcera, or at beft pafling off 
without any other fenfible effed 
than an increafe of the groffer eva- 
cutations x whilft, if reduced to a 
great degree of finenefs, it turns 
out a medicine of confiderable effi- 
cacy. : 


Preparations and Compofitions. 


Part ITY. 
The moft fuccefsful method of 
obtaining thefe powders of the re- 
quifite tenuity, is, to wath off the 
finer parts by means of water, and 
continue Jevigating the remainder 
tillthe whole become fine enough 
to remain for fome time fuspended 
in the fluid; ‘a procefs received in 
the Edinburgh pharmacopoeia, and 


‘there direéted in the preparation of 


the following article. 


ANTIMONIUM PRA=?PARA- 
TUM. ge Lae 
Edinburgh. € 
Prepared sdntimony. 
Let the antimony be firft pounded 
in an iron mortar, and then levi- - 
gated on a porphory with a little 
water. After this, put itinto a 
large ve fle], and poura quantity of 
water upon it, Let the veffel be 
repeatedly fhaken, that the finer # 
part of the powder may be diffu- 
fed through the water; the liquor 
is then to be poured off, and fet 
— by nll the powder fettles. The. 
~ grofs part, which the water would 
not take up, is to be further Jevi- 
gated, and treated in the fame 
manner. 


By this method, which is that 
commonly practifed in the prepa- 
ration of colours for the painter, 
powders may be obtained of any 
required degree of tenuity ; and 


without the leaft mixture of the 


grofs parts, whichare always found 
to remain in them. after long conti- 
nued levigation: all the coarfer 
matter fettles at firft, and the finer 
powder continues fufpended in the 
water, longer and longer, in pro- 
portion to the degree of its finenefs, 
The fame procefs may likewife be 
advantageoufly applied to other 


hard pulverable bodies of the mine- 


ral kingdom, or artificial prepara- 
tions of them; provided they be 
not foluble in, or Specifically lighter 
than water. The animal and ab- 

forbent — 
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» forbent powders, crabs-claws, crabs- 


eyes, oy{ter-thells, egg-fhells, chalk, 
pearl, ‘coral, ied bezoar, are not 
well Sdanted to this treatment; nor 
indeed do they require it. Thefe 
fabfiances are readily foluble in a- 
cid juices without much comminu- 
tion: if no acid be contaihed in the 
firft paflages, they are apt to con- 
crete, with the mucus matter ufu- 
ally lodged there, into hard indif- 
foluble maffes; the gréater degree 
of finenefs they are reduced to, the 
more they are difpofed to form fuch 
concretions, and enabled to ob- 

ftrué the orifices of the fmall vel- 
fels 


CALAMINARIS LAPIS 
PRAPARATA. 
Edin. 
Prepared Calamine. 


Calamine previoufly calcined for 


®. ufe of thofe who make brafs, 
is to be treated in the fame manner 
as antimony. 


CRETA PRA:PARATA, 
OB ai 

Prepared Chalk. . 
Chalk firft triturated and then fre- 
quently wafhed with water, tll 
it imparts to it neither tafte nor 
colour, is to be treated in the 

fame manner as antimony. 


As calamineis intended for exter- 
nal application, and often to parts 


very eafily irritated, too much pains 


cannot be beftowed in reducing it to 
a fine powder: and the frequent 
wafhing of the chalk may have the 
effect of freeing it from the foreign 
matters: But with regard to this 
fobftance, the after part of the pro- 
cefs, if not improper, is, in our o- 
pinion at leaft, unueceflary: and 
this obfervation may alfo be made 
with refpeét to the oculi, or more 
properly lapilli cancrornm, 
the Edinburgh college direét to be 
treated in the fame manner. 


The H107€ fimple Preparations. | 
-ADIPIS SUILLA, 


which- 
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SEVIQUE 
OVILLI PRA:PARATIO. 
Lond. 

The preparation of hog’ selard and 

mutton- fuer. 

Cut them in’ pieces, and mele 

them over a flow fire; then fe- 

parate them from the membranes 
by flraining. 


-Tnese articles had formerly a 
place alfo among the preparation®» 
of the Edinburgh college. Butnow 
they introduce them only into their 
lift of the materia medica; as the 
apothecary will in general find it 
more for his interelt to purchafe 
them thus prepared, than to pre- 
pare them for himfelf: far the pro- 
cefs requires to be very cautioufly 
conduéted, to prevel t the fat from 
burning or turning black. 


AMMONIACI GUMMI PURE 
FICATIO. 


The purification of gum amamioniacums : 


Lond. \ 


a 


If pum ammoniac do not fem tobe _ 


pure, boilitin water till it become 
foft; then fqneeze it through a 
canvas bag, by means of a prefs. 
Let it remain at -reft till the re- 


finous part fubfide; then evapo- - 


rate. the water ; and towards th 
end of the evaporation refto 
the refinous part, mixing it with 
‘the gunmy. 


In the fame manner are purified 


aflafoetida and fuch like gum- ree 


fins. : 

You may alle. purify any ok 
which melts eafily, fuch as. Galba- 
num; by putting it in an ox-blad- 
Be and holding it in boing water 
till it be fo foft that it can be fepa- 
rated from its impurities by prefling 
through a hempen clorh.. ag 

in the firaining of all the gums,- 
care fhowid, be taken that the heat 
be neither great, nor long continu- 
ed otherwile a confiderable por- 
tion 
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tion of thee more attive volatile 
matter will be loft; an inconveni- 
ence which cannot, , by any care, be 
wholly avoided. Hence the purer 
tears, unftrained, are in general to 
be preferred, for. internal ufe, to 
the ftrained guns, 
Asan additional reafon for this 
preference, we may add, that fome 
of the gum-refins, purified in the 
-eommon way, by folutionin water, 
»@xpreffion, and evaporation, are not 
fo eafily foluble in, aqueous men- 
ftrua after, as before, fuch depura- 
tion. On thefe accounts this pro- 
cefs is entirely omitted by the E- 
dinburgh college; and in every 
cafe where a gummi-refinous fub- 
ftance, before it be taken, is to be 
diffolved in water, it may be as ef- 
fectually freed from impurities at 
the time of the folution as by this 
procefs. And when itis to be em- 
ployed in a folid ftate, care fhould 
be taken that the purer parts alone 
be felected. 


ao CERVI USTIO. 
| The burning of hartfborn. 
Lond. : 
Burn pieces of hartfhorn ull they 
become perfectly white; then re- 
duce them to a very fine powder. 


Tue pieces of horn generally 
employed in this operation are thole 
left after diftiilation. 

In the barning of harthorn, a 
ftrong fire and the free admitlion of 
air are neceflary., The potter’s 
farnace was formerly directed for 
the fake of convenience; but any 
common furnace or ftove will de. 
If fome lighted charcoal be fpread 
oa the bottom of the pr a and 
above this the pieces of the horns 
are Jaid, they will be bint to 
wvintenely itill recaining g their ori- 
ginal form. — ". 

Burnt harthorn is not now con- 
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fidered as a pare earth, having been | 
found to be a compound of calcare- | 
ous earth and phofphoric acid. Ig 
is the weakeft of the animal abfor- 
bents, or foluble in acids with mof 
difficulty ; but whether it be of e- 
qual or fuperior ufe in diarrhaeas to 
more powerful abferbents muft be 
left to obfervation. 


HERBARUM et FLORUM EX- 
SICCATIO. 
Lond. 
The drying of herbs nd bowed 
Let thefe, “fpread out lightly, be 
dried by a ventle heat. 


ee. din. 

Herbs and flowers muft be dried by 
gentle heat, froma ftove or com- 
mon fire. They mulit be taken 
in fuch quantities at a time, that 
the procefs will be fpeedily fini- 
nifhed; for by this means their 
medical powers are beft prefer- 
ved. The moft certain teft of 
this is the perfect prefervation of 
the natural colour: butthe leaves 


of cicuta, and of other plants 
containing a volatile matrer, muft 
be immediately pounded, after 


being dried, and afterwards 
kept in a phial with a gropnd 
ftopper. 


Tue directions given by the. 
London college are here lefs ex- 
plicit, and perhaps lefs proper than 
thofe of the Edinburgh college: for 
there can be no doubt of the pro- 
priety of drying thefe fubftances 
haftily, by the aid of artificial heaty, 
rather than by the heat of the fun. 
In the application of artificial hear, 
the only caution requifite is to a- 
void burning 5 and of this a fufh- 
cient teft is afiorded by the prefer- 
vation of colour. And the direc- 
tion given with ropat rd to cicuta 
may perhaps with ere 

a]. 
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followed with moft of the other 
flowers and herbs, afterwards to be 
exhibited in powder. 


_ MELLIS DESPUMATIO. 
Lond. 
The purifying of honey. 
Melt the honey by the heat of a wa- 
‘ter bath, and remove the fcum. 


THE intention of this procefs is 
to purify the honey from wax, or 
other drofly matters that have been 
united with it by the violence of 
the prefs in its feparation from the 
comb, and from meal and fuch like 
fubftances, which are fometimes 
fraudulently mingled with it. When 
the honey is rendered liquid and 
- thin by the heat, thefe lighter mat- 
ters rife freely to the furface. 

- This preparation is not fo ne- 
ceflary for honey that is to be ufed 
as an article of diet as for that 
which is employed in the prepara- 
tion of oxymels; hence the Edin- 
bargh college, who have rejected 
all the oxymels, have omitted this 
procefs. 


MILLEPEDA PRA‘PARA- — 
TIO. 
Lond. 
The preparation of flaters. 
 *Millepede preparata. Edin. 
The millepedes are to be inclofed 
in a thin canvas cloth, and fuf- 
pended over hot fpirit. of wine, 
in a clofe veffel, till they be 
killed by the fteam, and ren- 
dered friable. 


Tuts is a convenient way of 
rendering millepedes pulverable, 
without endangering any lofs of 
fuch virtues as they may poffefs, 

The dire&tions given by both 
colleges are here precifely the fame, 
and delivered in almoft the fame 
words, 


The more Simple Prepars 
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Unripe =e ff 
if they be 


ne {oft : a prefs 

out the pulp through a {trong 
hair fieve, and afterwards boil it 
down to due confiftence (as to 
that of honey) in an earthen 
veffel, over a gentle fire ; | 
care to keep the matter co 
ally ftirring, to prevent its 


ing. 

ake of caffia fiftularis is 
manner to be boiled out from 
bruifed pod, and reduced after- 
wards to a proper confiftence, by 
evaporating the water. © 

The pulps of fruits that are both 
ripe and frefh, are to be preffed 
out through the fieve, without 
any previous boiling. 


In the extraction of pulps, the 
directions of both colleges fo nearly 
agree, that it is unneceflary to give 
a feparate tranflation of each. We 
may only obferve, that the London 
college, in place of foftening the 
fruits by boiling in a fmall quantity 
of water, direct them to be put in. 
a moift place. But this direction, 
though with fome particular fub- 
{tances it may be preferable, is, we 
think, very generally the leaft pro- 
per. 


SCILLA EXSICCATIO. 
Lond. Ed. 
The drying of [quills 

Let the fquill, cleared from its 
outer fkin, be cut tranfverfely 
into thin flices, and dried with a 
very gentle heat. When proper- 
ly managed, the fquill is friable, 
and retains its bitternefs and a- 
crimony. 
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‘By this method the fquill dries 
much fooner than when only its fe- 
veral coatsare feparated, ashasbeen 
ufually directed ; the internal part 
being here laid bare, which, in each 
of the entire coats, 1s. covered with 
a thin fkin, which impedes the ex- 
halation of the moifture. The root 
lofes in this procefs four-fifths of 


% 


_itsoriginal weight; the parts which 


xhale appear tobe merely watery: 
vhence fix grains of the dry root are 

equivalent to half a dram of it 
en freth ; acircum{tance to be 
particularly regarded i in the exhibi- 
tion of this medicine. In the pre- 
éding editions of our pharmacopoe- 
jas, a particular caution was given, 
not to ufe an iron knife for cutting 
{quills, but one of wood, ivory, or 
other bone: the foundation of this 
caution is faid to be, not fo. much 
that che fquill would receive anyill 
qualities from the iron; as, that its 
acrid juice, adhering to the knife, 
might render a wound received by 
it extremely painful, or even dan- 
gerous. But from this, little, we 
imagine, is to be apprehended, and 
the direction appears unneceflary. 
Dried {quills furnifh us with a me- 
dicine, fometimes advantageoufly 
employed as an emetic, often as an 
expectorant, but {till more frequent- 
ly as a powerful dinretic. 










SPONGLZ USTIO. 
Lond. 
The burning of [ponge. 
Beat the {ponge, after cutting it in 
pieces ; - and, when feparated from 
its gritty mater, burn it in a 


clofe iron veffel, wat it becomes. 


black and friable ; afterwards 
rubit toa very fine powder. 


Edint. 

Put the fponge, cut into fmall pie- 
ces, and well freed from ‘adher- 
ing earthy matters, into a clofe 
earthen veffel. Place it on the 


\ 
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- fire, and let it be ftirred. fre- 
quently. till it becomes black and 
friable ; then reduce it to a pow- 
der in a glafs or marble mor- 
tar. 


Tuts medicine has been in ufe 
for a confiderable time, and em- 
ployed againft {crophulons diforders 
and cutaneous foulneffes, in dofes 
of a {cruple and upwards, kts vir- 
tues feem todepend upon a volatile 
falt, jalt formed, and combined with 
its own oil, If the fponge be diftil- 
led with a ftrong heat, it yields a 
large proportion of that falt in its 
proper form. The falt is in this 
preparation fo far extricated, that if 
the burnt {ponge be ground in a 
brafs mortar, it corrodes the metal, 
fo as tocontraét a difagreeable taint, 
and fometimes an emetic quality. 

Bees, earthworms, and other ani- 
mal fabltances, have by fome been 
prepared inthe fame manner, and 
recommended in different difeafes : 
but as thefe fubftances fall much 
fhort of fponge in the quantity of 
volatile falr producible from them 
by fire, they are probably inferior 
alfo in medicinal efficacy. Ofall the 
animal matters that have been tri- 
ed, raw filk is the only one which 
exceeds, or equals is ae in the 
produce “of falt. 

A good deal of addrefs is requi- 
fite for managing this procefs in 
perfection. The fponge fhould be 
cut fmall, and beaten for fome time 
in a mortar, that all the ftony mat- 
ters may be got out, which com- 
pared with the weight of the fponge 
when prepared, will fometimes a- 
mount to’a confiderable quantity. 
The burning thould be'difcontinued 
as foon as the matter is become 
thoroughly black. If the quantity 
put into the veffel at once be large, 
the outfide will be fufficiently burnt 
before the infide be affected; and 
the volatile falr of the former will 
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in part efcape, before that in the 
latter is begun to be formed. ‘The 


beft method of avoiding this iacon- 


venience feems to be, to keep the 


fponge continually ftirring in fuch © 


a machine as is ufed for the roaft- 
ing of coffee. — 

_ And from this circumftance, the 
iron veffel directed by the London 
college ispreferable to the earthen 
one directed by that of Edinburgh. 
But the pounding in a glafs or 
marble mortar, directed by the lat- 
ter, is a neceflary caution which the 
former college have omitted. 


STYRACIS PURIFICATIO. 


Lond. 
The purification of florax. 
Diffolve the ftorax in rectified fpi- 
ritof wine, and ftrain the fo- 
lation; afterwards reduce it to 
a proper thicknefs with a gentle 
heat. 


Stroraxwas formerly directed to 
be purified by means of water ; 
hence it was ftyled /tyracis colatio: 
but the method now adopted is much 
preferable,for the active parts of the 
ftorax totally diffolve in fpirir of 
wine,the impurities alone beiny left. 
And as thefe active parts do not 
rife in diftillation, the fpirit may be 
again recovered in reducing it toa 
proper thicknefs. 


FERRI LIMATURA PURI- 
| FICATA, 
Edinb, 
Purified filings of iron. 
Apply a magnet to a fieve placed 
upon filings of iron, fo that the 
filings may be attracted upwards 
through the fieve. © 


FERRI RUBIGO, vulgoFERRI 
LIMATURA PREPARATA. 
_Ruft of iron, commonly called 
- fhavings of iron, prepared. — 
Set purified filingsof iron in a moift 


xe 
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place,that they may turn to ruft, 
which is to be ground into an im- 
palpable powder. 


Tue cleanfing of iron filings by 
means of a magnet is very tedious, 
and does not anfwer fo well as 
might be expected ; for if they are 
rafty, they will not be attracted by 
it, or not fufficiently : nor will they 
by this means be entirely freed from 
brafs, copper, or other metallic 
fubitances which may adhere to 
them. It appears from the experi- 
ments of Henckel, that if iron be 
mixed by fufion with even its own 
weight of any of the other metals, 
regulus of antimony alone excep- 
ted, the compound will be vigo- 
roufly attracted by the loadftone.—. 
The raft of iron is to be procured . 
at a moderate rate from the dealers 
in iron, free from any impurities, 
except fuch as may be wathed off by 
water. = 

The raft of iron is by fome prefer- 
red as. a medicine tothe calces, or 
croci, made by a ftrong fire. Hoff- 
man relates, that he has frequently 
given it with remarkable fuccefs in — 
obftinate chlorotic cafes, accompa- 


nied with exceflive headachs and o- © 


ther violent fymptoms; and that he 
ufually joined with it pimpinella, 
arum root, and falt of tartar, with 
a little cinnamon and fugar. The 
dofe is from four or five grains to 
twenty or thirty; fome have gone 
as far as a dram: but all the prepa- 
rations of this metal anfwer beft in 
{mali dofes, which fhould rather be 
often repeated than enlarged. 


FERRI SQUAM PURIFI- 
CATA, 
3 Edinb. 

Scales of iron purified. 
Let the fcales of iron, which may 
_be had at the anvils of the work- 
men, be purified by the magnet ; 
for the magnet only attracts the 
: X 3 fmaller 
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fmaller and purer parts, leaving 
the more thick and impure be- 
ning. 


Tuts is, perhaps, of all the 
forms the moft eligible for obtain- 
ing the pure metal in fuch a divided 
ftate as to render it eafily acted up- 
on by different men{trua; and the 
mode of purification here propofed | 
is not only very effectual, but alfo 
very eafily put into practice. - 


MUCAGINUM EXTRAC- 
TIO. 
Gen. 


Preparations and Compofitions. Part. UI. 


The extraftion of mucilage. 
Boil the gums or mucilaginous feeds 
in a fufficient quantity of water, 
till itbecomes vifcid, nearly re- 
fembling the white of an egg; 
and then ftrain it by preflure 
through a linen cloth, 


By this means vegetable muci- 
lage may be eafily obtained from 
many different fub{tancesin its pure 
ftate. And although this procefs 
is not directed in our pharmaco- 
poeias, yet we think that it might 
with advantage be adopted. 





CH A 


P. 


CoO NS BOR He 


{ 


Ce are compofitions of 
recent vegetable matters and 
fogar beaten together into an uni- 
form mafs. 

This managemet is introduced 
for preferviny certain fimples, un- 
dried, in an agreeable form, with 
as little alteration as poflible in their 
native virtues; and to fome fubjects 
it is very advantageoufly applied. 
Vegetables, whofe virines are loft 
or deftroyed in drying, may in this 
form be kept uninjured fora length 
of time; for, by carefully fecuring 
the mouth of the containing veffel, 
the alteration, as well as diflipation, 
of their active principles, is gene- 
rally prevented; and the fugar pre- 
ferves them from the corruption 
which juicy vegetables would other- 
wile undergo. . 


LAN 
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There are, however, fundry ve- 
getables whofe virtues are impaired 
by this treatment. Mucilaginous 
fubftances,by long lying with fugar, 
become lefs glutinous ; and aftrin- 
gents fenlibly become fofter upon 
the palate. Many of the fragrant 
flowers are of fotender and delicate 
a texture, as almoft entirely to lofe 
their peculiar qualities on being 
beaten or bruifed. | 

In general, it is obvious, that in 
this form, on account of the large 
admixture of fugar, only fubftances 
of confiderable activity can be taken 
to advantage as medicines. And, 
indeed, confervesare at prefent con- 
fidered chiefly as auxiliaries to me- 
dicines of great efficacy, or as in- 
termediums for joining them toge- 
ther, They are very eu ays 

| or 
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| for reducing into bolufes or pills 
the more ponderous powders, as 
mercurius dulcis, the calces of i- 
ron, and other mineral prepara- 
tions; ‘which, with liquid or lefs 
confiftent matters, as fyrups, will 
not cohere. 

_ The fhops were formerly encum- 
bered with many conferves altoge- 
ther infignificant ; the few now re- 
tained have in general either an a- 
, greeable flavour to recommend 
them, or are capable of anfwering 
- fome ufeful purpofes as medicines. 
Their common dofe is the bulk of 
a nutmeg, or as much as can be ta- 
ken up at once or twice upon the 
point of aknife. There is in gene- 
ral no great danger of exceeding in 
this particular. 


CONSERV & Loxd. 

LUJULA, 

Of wood forrel; 

ABSINTHII MARITIMI, 

Of fea wormwood ; 

ROSA RUBRA, 

Of the red rofe; 

CORTICIS EXTERIORIS 
AURANTII Joti 
LENSIS ; 

Of the outer rind of the Seville 
orange. 

_ Pluck the leaves from the ftalks, 
the unblown petals from the cups, 
taking off the heels. Take off 
the outer rind of the oranges by 

agrater; then beat each of them 
with a wooden peftle in a marble 
‘mortar, firft by themfelves, af- 
terwards with three times their 
weight of double refined fugar, 
until they be mixed. 


CONSERV 4: Ediné. 

MENTH SATIVA FO- 
LIORUM RECENTIUM, 

Of the frefh leaves of mint ; 

ROSARUM RUBRARUM 

“ NONDUM- EXPLICA- 
TARUM ; 

Of red rofes not blown. 


Conferves. 
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AURANTIORUM _ HIS- 
PALENSIUM CORTI- 
CIS EXTERIORIS RE- 
CENTIS RADULA AB- 
RASI, 
Of the outer rind of Seville o- 
ranges rafped off by a grater. 
Thefe are directed to be prepared 
with triple their weight of fugar 
in the fame manner as the cone 
ferves of the London college. 
The fugar fhould be pounded by 
itfelf, and pailed through a fieve 
before it be mixed with the ve- 
getable mafs, for without this it 
cannot be properly incorporated. 
Rofe buds, and fome other vege- 
tables, are ufually prepared for 
mixing with fugar by a {mall 
wooden mill contrived for that 
purpofe. 
In the fame manner conferves 


may be prepared from many other 


vegetables. But befides the con-\ 
ferves for which general directions 
are given, there are bets, for 
which, either on account of the par- 
ticular mode of preparation, or of 
the proportion, our phermacopoeias 
have thought it neceffary to give 
particular directions. But before 
taking notice ot thefe, itis neceflary 
to mention the medical properties 
of the conferves above enumerated 
CONSERVA foliorum LUjJU- 

LA. 

Loud. 
Conferve B the leaves of wood-for- 

els 


Turs isa very elegant and grate- 
ful conferve; in tafte it is lightly 7 
acidulons, with a peculiar flavour, 
which fome coinpare to that of 
green-tea, Itis taken occationally 
for quenching thirft, and cooling 
the mouth and fauces, in diftem- 
pers where the heat of the bedy is 
much increafed.. 


CONSERVA fummitatum AB- 
SINTHII maritimi, Lond. 
x 3 Cone 
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Comienee of the seg of fea worm- 


wood 

THe conferve of wormwood has 
been celebrated in dropfies: Mat- 
thiolus relates, that feveral perfons 
were caved by it of that diftemper 
without the afliftance of any other 
medicine. Where the diforder in- 
deed proceeds from a fimple laxity 
or flaccidity of the folids, the con- 
tinued ufe of this medicine may be 
of fome fervice ; as it appears to be 
a not inelegant mild corroborant. 
It is direGted to be given in the 
dofe of half an ounce about three 
hours before meals. 


CONSERVA floruam ROSARUM 
rubrarum immaturarum, 
Lond. Edinb. 

Conferve of the buds of red rofes. 


Tuis isa very agreeable and ufe- 
ful conferve. .A dram or two dif- 
folved in warm milk, are frequently 
given asalightreftringent,in weak- 
nefs of the {tomach, and likewife in 
coughs and phi hifical complaints, 
Inthe German ephemerides, exam- 


ples are rejated of very dangerous 
phthifis cured by the continued ufe 


of this medicine; In one of thefe 
cafes, twenty pounds of the con- 
ferve were taken in the fpace of a 
month; and in another, upwards 
of thirty. Riverius mentions feve- 
ral other inftances of this kind, 
There is, however, much room for 
fallacy in fuch obfervations; as 
phthifis has notatall times been ac- 
curately diftinguifhed from obftinate 
catarrhs, and fomeother affections : 
the antifeptic property of the fugar 
may perhaps have fome fhare in the 
effect, 


CONSERVA flavedinis CORTI- 
CUM AURANTIORUM | 
Hifpalenfium, 

Lond. Edinb. 


Preparations and Compofitions. 


Part ITI. 
Conferve of the yellow rind f 8 Seville. 
| OF EEE Peele. 


Tuts confervei is a very cee 
one, containing all the virtues of 
the peel in a form fufficiently a- 
greeable, both with regard to the 
dofe and the conveniency of taking. 
It is a pleafant warm ftomachic ; 
and with this intention is reqnen uly 


“made ufe of. 


CONSERVA Piceun MEN- 
THA: vulgaris. 
Edinb. 
Gonferve of the leaves of cee 


THE conferve of mintretainsthe 
tafle and virtues of the herb. Itis 
given in weaknefs of the ftomach 
and retchings.to vomit; and not un- 
frequently does fervice in fome cafes 
of thiskind, where the warmer and 
more active preparations of mint 
would be Jefs proper. 


CONSERVA ARI. 
Gonferva el aun Als: 
Take of 

The freth root of arum bruifed, 
half a pound ; 

Double refined fugar, a pound 
and a half; 

Beat them together in a mortar. 


THE root of arum, in its recent 
ftate, is a fubftance of great adi- 
vity; but this activity is aloft 
entirely loft on drying. Hence the 
compound powder which had for- 
merly a place in our pharmacopoei- 
asis now rejected. . And asneither 
water nor fpirit extract its activity, 
this conferve is perhaps the beft 
form in which it can be preferved 
in our fhops.. It may be given to 
adults in doles ofa dram 


Chap. 2. 
CONSERVA CYNOSBATL. 
Loud. 

Conferve of the hip. 
Take of 
_ Palp of ripe hips one de 
Double refined fugar powdered, 
twenty ounces. 
Mix them into a conferve. 


Tue conferve of hips is of fome 
efteem as a foft cocling reftrin- 
- gent; three or four drams or more 
are given at a time, in bilious fluxes, 
tharpnefs of urine, and hot indifpo- 
fitions of the ftomach: A good 
deal of care is requifite on the part 
of the apothecary in making this 
conferve: the pulp is apt to carry 
with it fome of the prickly fibres, 
with which the infide of the fruit 
is lined; if thefe be retained in 
the conferve, they willirritate the 
ftomach, fo as to occafion vomit- 


ing. 


CONSERVA PRUNI SYLVES- 
. TRIS. | 
Lond. Edin, 
Conferve of the ioe. 

Put the floes in water upon the fire 
that they may foften, taking 
care that they be not broken; 
then, the floes being taken out of 
the water, prefs out the pulp, 
and mix it with three times its 
weight of double-refined fugar 
into a conferve. 


TuIs preparation is a gentle a- 
ftringent, and may be given as fuch 
in the dofe of two or three drams. 
The degree of its aftringency will 
vary according to the maturity of 
the floes, and the length of. time 


for which the conferve has been 


kept. 


-CONSERVA SCILLE. 


Conferve o ie 
‘Lake of ‘i t St 


Frefh {quills, one ounce : 


Conferves« 
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_ Double-refined fugar five ounces. — 
Beat them together ina “aj See 
into a conferve. | 


Tuts conferve: is directed to be 
prepared in a {mall quanuty, to 
guard againitits variation in ftrength 
ii may be given, to adults, from 
half a dram to two fcruples, efpe- 
cially when freth. 

Bat the conferve of {quills is a 
more uncertain and lefs agreeable 
mode of exhibiting this article, than 
the powder of the dried root, par- 
ticularly when made into pills, or 
given in the form of bolus with any 
other conferve. 


CONSERVA FOLIORUM CE- 
REFOLII. 
Succ. 
Gonferve of chervil. 
Take of 
Freth leaves of chervil, 
Double-refined fugar, each aa 
parts. 
Beat them together into a cons 
ferve. | 


Cuervit has by fome of €X- 
tolled as an ufeful diuretic ; and this 
is perhaps one of the moft pleafant 
forms under which it,can be — 
bited. 


c ONSERVA ‘MILLEPEDA- 


> RUM. 
‘Brun. ee 
Llonferve a milepider. 
Takeof ~! : 
Live flaters, one pound; 
- Double-refined fugar, two sada 
and an half, 
Beat them together ato" a con- 
waher 


IF ihe millepedes ‘poflets thote 
virtues which fome ‘have alleged, 
this is perhaps one of the beft forms 
under which they canbe exhibited. 
And by children, to whom they 

: are 
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are frequently prefcribed, it may 
be eafily taken, when other forms 
cannot be introduced. ; 


CONSERVA ROSARUM VI- 
TRIOLATA. Brun. 
Vitriolated conferve of rofes. 

To each pound of the conferve of 
yofes add two drams of the di- 

luted vitriolic acid. 


Preparations and Compofitions. Part iD 


Tuis may be in fome cafes an | 
ufeful means of increafing fomewhat _ 
the aftringency of the conferve of 
rofes: But for thefe purpofes for 
which the vitriolic acid is in gene- 
ral employed, the quantity that 
can thus be introduced is too in- 
confiderable to be of much fer- 
vice. 
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UICES are obtained from the 
{ucculent parts of plants, by in- 
cluding them, after being properly 
cut, bruifed, &c. in a hair bag, 
and prefling them, betwixt wooden 
cheeks, inthe common fcrew-prefs, 
as long as any liquor drops from them 
The harder fruits require to be 
previoufly well beaten or ground ; 
but herbs are to be only moderately 
bruifed, for if thefe are over brui- 
fed, a large quantity of the herba- 
ceous matter will be forced out a- 
Jong with the juice. Hempen or 
woollen bags are apt to communi- 
‘cate a difapreeable flavour; the 
threads of thefe likewife {well in 
proportion as they imbibe moifture, 
fo as in a great meafure to prevent 
the free percolation of the juice. 
The fluids thus extracted from 
fucculent fruits, both of the acid 
and {weet kind, from moft of the 
acrid herbs, as{curvy-grafs and wa- 
ter-crefles, from the acid herbs, as 
forrel and wood-forrel, from the a- 


\ 


perient laGtefcent plants, as dande- 
lion and hawkweed, and from fun- 


dry other vegetables, contain great 


part of the peculiar tafte and vir- 
tues of the refpective fubjects. The 
juices, on the other hand, extract- 
ed from moft of the aromatic 
herbs, as thofe of mint and the fra- 
grant Turkey balm, commonly call- 
ed balm of Gilead, have {carcely any 
thing of the flavour of the plants, 
and feem to differ little from de- 
coctions -of them made in water 
boiled till the volatile odorous parts 
have been diflipated. Many of the 
odoriferous flowers, as the lily, vio- 
let, hyacinth, not only impart no- 
thing of their fragrance to their 
juice, but have it totally deftroyed 
by the previous bruifing. From 
want of fufficient attention to thefe 
particulars, practitioners have been 
frequently deceived in the effeéts of 
preparations of this clafs: juice of 
mint has often been prefcribed as a 
ftomachic, tho’ it wants thofe quali- 

. t1es 
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ties by which mint itfelf and its o- 
ther preparations operate. 


The juices thus forcibly preffed. 


» out from plants, differ from thofe 
which flow fpontaneoufly, or from 
incifions ; thefe laft confifting chief- 
ly of fuch fluids as are not diffufed 
through the whole fubftance of the 
_ vegetable fubjeét, but elaborated in 
diftinct veffels, or fecreted into par- 
ticular receptacles. From poppy 
heads, flightly wounded, there if- 
fues a thick milky liquor, which 
dries by a moderate warmth into 
opium ; whilft the juice obtained 
from them by preffure is of a dark- 
green colour, and far weaker vir- 
tue. 

Juices newly expreffed are gene- 
rally thick, vifcid, and very im- 
pure: By colature, a quantity of 
grofs matter is feparated, the juice 
becomes thinner, limpid, and better 
fitted for medicinal purpofes, tho’ 
as yet not entirely pure: on ftand- 
ing, it becomes again turbid, and 
apt to run into a fermentative or 
putrefactive ftate. Clarification with 
whites of eggs renders the juices 
more perfectly fine ; but there are 
few that will bear this treatment 
without a manifeft injury to their 
flavour, tafte, and virtue. 

The moft effectual method of pu- 
-rifying and preferving thefe liquors, 
is to let the ftrained juices ftand in 
a cool place till they have depofi- 
ted their grofler feces, and then 
gently pafs them feveral times thro’ 
a fine ftrainer till perfectly clear ; 
when about one-fortieth part their 
weight of good fpirit of wine may 
be added, and the whole fuffered to 
ftand as before: a frefh fediment 
will now be depofited, from which 
the liquor is to be poured off, ftrain- 
ed again, and put into finall bottles 
which have been wafhed with fpi- 
rit and dried. A little oil is to be 
poured on the furface, fo as very 


seen fuces. 
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nearly to fill the bottles, and the - 
mouths clofed with leather, paper, 
or fiopped with ftraw, as the flafks 
in which florence wine is brought 
tous: this ferves to keep out duft, 
and fuffers the air, which in procefs 
of time arifes from all vegetable li- 
quors, toefcape; which air would 
otherwife endanger the burfting of 
the glafles ; or, being imbibed a- 
frefh, render their contents vapid 
and foul. The bottles are tobe kept 
on the bottom of a good cellar or 
vault, placed up to the necks in fand. 
By this method fome juices may be 
preferved for a year or two; and 
others for a much longer time. 

It hasalready been obferved, that 
there are great differencesin juices, 
in regard to their being accompani- 
edinthe expreffion with, the virtues 
of the fabjects. There are equal 


-differences in regard to their pre- 


ferving thofe virtues, and this in- 
dependently of the volatility of the 
active matter, or its difpofition to 
exhale. Even the volatile virtue of 
{curvy-grafs may by the above me- 
thod be preferved almoft entire in 
its juice for a confiderable time ; 
while the adtive parts of the juice 
of the wild cucumber quickly fepa- 
rate and fettle to the bottom, leay- 
ing the fluid part inert. Juices of 
arum root, iris root, bryony root, 
and fundry other vegetables, throw 
off in like manner their medicinal 
parts to the bottom. 


SUCCUS COCHLEARLA 
COMPOSITUS. _ 

Lond. 

Compound juice of fcurvy-grafs. 
Take of 
Juice of garden fcurvy-grafs two 
e. PABts; , 
Brook lime and 
Water creffes, of each one pint ; 
Seville oranges twenty ounces by 
meafure.. 
Mix 


330. 

Mix them ; and, after the feces 

have fiblided): pour off the li- 
quor, or {train it. 


SUCCI AD SCORBUTICOS. 
Edinb. ; 
Take of 
Juice of garden feurvy-grafs, 
Water-crefles, both exprefled 
from the frefh herbs ; 


Seville oranges, of each two 


pounds ; 
Spirituous nutmeg-water ; half a 
pound. 
Mix them, and let them ftand till 
the feces have fubfided, then pour 
out the clear Hiqnor 


By this formula the Edinburgh 
college have rejected the brook- 
lime and the fugar of their former 
editions. The fugar was certainly 
a very improper addition ; for tho’ 
it may preferve dry vegetable mat- 
ters, yet when added to juices 
largely impregnated with watery 
and mucilaginous matter, it would 
no doubt farniih that very principle 
mo{t favourable to the production 
of the vinous fermentation. To 
the compound horfe-radifh water 
they have fubftituted the fpirituous 
water of nutmegs : Befides thar, 
this water has the fame property 
of preferving the juices from fer- 
mentation ; it is alfo much more 
apreeable to the palate, and will 
make the juices fit eafier on the 
ftomach. 

The London Gotten euave retain- 
ed nearly their former formula, gi- 
ying it only a more proper name. 


Preparations and Compofitions. 
fects than when employed by them- 


felves. Thefe juices may be taken, 


from an ounce or two toa quarter: 


of a pint, twoor three times a- day + 

they generally increafe the urinary 
fecretion, and fometimes introduce 
a laxative habit. Preferved with the 
cautions abovementioned, they will 
keep good for a confiderable time ; 7 
though, whatever care be taken, 
they are found to anfwer better 
when frefh; and from the difficulty 
of preferving them fo, they have 
of late been very much laid afide, 
ef{pecially fince we have been pro- 
vided with more convenient and 


— ufeful remedies. 


INSPISSATED Juices. 


When vegetable juices, or wate- 


ry or {pirituous decodctions or infufi- 
ons, are expofed to acontinued heat; 
the fluid gradually evaporating, 

carriés off with itfuch volatile mat- 
ters asit was impregnated with, and 
leaves the more fixed united toge- 
ther into one mafs.. The mafs 
which remains from the evapora- 
tion of the exprefled juice of a plant 
is called é2/piffated juice ; from wa- 
tery decoctions or infufions, an ex- 
tr 2G; from {piritmous indieeeee are- 
fin, or cffential extrad, The term 
extratt is frequently we alfo asa 
general appellation of all the three 
kinds. Infpiffated juices and wa- 


former, when evaporated no fur- 
ther than to the confiftence of oil 
or honey, are called rod or /apa; 
and {pirituous tinctures, reduced 
toa like confiftence, are called da/- 


Botn thefe compofitions are of faz. 


confiderable ufe for the purpofes 
exprefled in the title : the orange 
- juice isan excellent affiftant to the 
fcurvy-grafs and other acrid anti- 
{corbutics ; which, when thus mix- 


ed, have been found from expe- 


rience to produce much better ef- 


What relates to the eactinnilin of 
be has already been delivered 
with the moft effectual means of 
preferving themin their liquid ftate, 
and a general account of what fub- 
ftances do or do not give out their 
virtues with their juices. Inthe in- 

{piflation 


Part IIT. . 


tery decoétions, particularly the, — 
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{piffation of juices there is further 
to be confidered the volatility or 
fixity of their medicinal parts: ifa 
plant lofes its virtue, or part of its 
virtue, in being dried, it is obvious 
that the juice muft lofe as much in 
being infpiflated to drynefs; how 
gentle foever the heat. be with 
which the infpiffation is performed, 
Ttis likewife to be obferved, that 
the medicinal part of fome juices 
are kept ina ftate of perfect folu- 
tion by the Watery finid, foas to be 
completely retained by it after the 
liquor has been made fine by fer- 
ling, ftraining, or other means; 
while the medicinal parts of others, 
not diffoluble by watery menftrua, 


are only diffufed thro’ the liquor in © 


the fame manner as the feculencies 
are, and feparate along with thefe 
on ftanding. 


SUCCUS BACCA SAMBUCI 
SPISSATUS. 
Lond. te essa 
Infpiffated juice of the elder-berry. 
‘Take of | 
Expreffed and depurated juice of 
elder-berries two pints. 
Infpiffate it in a water-bath, fa- 
turated with fea-falt. 


SUCCUS SPISSATUS BAC- 
CARUM SAMBUCI, vulgoROB 
: SAMBUCI, 
MB Ange 
_ Infpiffated juice, commonly called 
s . rob, of: elder-berries. 
Take of : : 
Juice of ripe elder-berries, five 
~ pounds 5 | 
_Pureft fugar, one pound. 
Evaporate with a gentle heat to 
the confiftence of pretty thick 
honey. 


Tuts preparation, made with or 
without fugar, keeps well, and 
proves a medicine of confiderable 
importance as an aperient, gene- 


oe juices. 
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rally promoting the natural excre-, 
tions by ftool, urine, or fweat. The 
dofe is from a dram or two toan 
ounce or more. A fpoonful, diluted 
with water, isufually taken in com- 
mon colds at bed time, 


SUCCUS SPISSATUS ACO. 
| NITI. 
Edinb, 
Infpiffated juice of wolfshane. 


Bruife the frefh leaves of aconitum 
and including them in a hempen 
bag, ftrongly comprefs them ina 
prefs, fo that they may give out 
their juice: let the juice be 
forthwith exhaled, in open vef- 
fels expofed to the vapour of boil- 

ing water, to the confiftence of 
pretty thick honey: An empy- 
reuma is to be avoided by con- 
{tantly ftirring towards the end 

of the procefs. Reese 

After the matter has become cold, 
let it be put up in glazed earthen 
veflels, and moittened with recti- 
fied f{pirit of wine. 


In the fame manner are prepared 
infpiflated juices of a. 
_. Belladona, or deadly nightfhade, 
and icktae ial 
Hyofciamus, or henbane. 


In thefe infpiffated juices, the 
active parts of the plant are obtain- 
ed ina concentratec fiate, andy 
a condition which admits of pre» 
paration for a confiderable length 
oftime. They farnifh therefore a — 
convenient form for exhibiting thefe 
articles which,in the praétice of me- 
dicine, are perhaps more frequently 
ufed in the ftate of infpiffated juice 
than any other. This is particu. 
larly the cafe with the hyofciamus, 
which may often be advantageoully 
employed when opium is indica- 
ted, but difagrees with the patient. 
But the acconite and belladona may. 
1h 
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in general, with greater advantage, 
be exhibited under the form of 
powder made from the dried leaves. 

We have already, in the hiftory 
of the materia medica, exprefled our 
furprife, that the London college 
have given no place tothefe ar- 
ticles. And we cannot help think- 
ing, that their pharmacopoeias 
would be enriched by introducing 
not only the articles themfelves, but 
likewife thefe preparations, efpe- 
cially as they are not unfrequent- 
ly prefcribed by Britifh practition- 


ers. 


SUCCUS SPISSATUS CICUTA. 
Edinb. 

Infpilfated juice of hemlock. 
‘Having expreffed the juice of the 
leavesand ftalksof hemlock when 
flowering, in the fame manner as 
directed for thatof the aconi- 
tum, evaporate it to the confift- 
ence of pretty thin honey ; when 
it is coolled, add of the powder 
of the dried leaves of the plant 
as much as to make it into a mafs 
fit fer forming pills. Care, how- 
ever, is to betaken, that the eva- 
poration proceed only to fuch 
 Jength,thatas much of the powder 
can be mixed with the infpiffated 
juice as fhall make up about a 
fifth part of the whole mafs. 


é preparation fimilar to this was 
publifhed at Vienna by Dr Stoerk, 
who recommends itas an efficacious 
refolvent in many obftinate difor- 
ders, where the common remedies a- 
vail nothing. He obferves, that fmall 
dofes fhould always be begun with, 
as two grains, made into a pill twice 
aday; and that by gradually in- 
creafing the dofe, it may be given 
to two, three, or even four drams 
aday, and contiued in fuch quan- 
tities for feveral weeks: that it may 
be ufed with fafety in infancy, old 
age, and pregnancy: that it nei- 


\ 


Preparations and Compofitions. Yart. TI. 


ther accelerates nor difturbs the 
circulation; neither heats, nor 
cools, nor affeéts the animal func- 
tions: that it increafes the-fecre- 
tions, and renders the mouth moift; 
feldom purges; very rarely vomits; 
fometimes augments perfpiration ; 
often produces 2 copious difcharge 
of vifcid urine; but in many pa- 
tients does not increafe any of the 
fenfible evacuations; that it removes 
obftructions and their confequen- 
ces ; relieves rheumatic pains, tho’ 
of long continuance ; difcuffes feir- 
rhous tumours, both internal and 
external; and cures dropfies and 
confumptions proceeding from fcir- 
rhofities: that ic often diffolves ca- 


-_ tara@s, or {tops their progrefs, and 


has fometimes removed the gutta 
ferena: that inveterate cutaneous 
eruptions, fcald heads, malignant 
ulcers, cancers, the malignant fluor 
albus and gonorrhoea of long ftand- 
ing, obftinateremains of the vene- 
real difeafe, and caries of the bones, 
generally yieldto it: that for the 
moft part it is neceflary to continue 
this medicine foraconfiderable time - 
before the curebe effected, or much 
benefit perceived from it: that in 
fome cafes it failed of giving any 
relief; that he met with fome per- 
fons who could not bear its effects : 
and that confequently there muft be 
fome latent difference in the habit, 
the diagnoftic figns of which are at_ 
prefent unknown; that though it 
is by no means infallible any more — 
than other medicine, yet the great 
number of deplorable cafes that 
have been happily cured by it, is 
fufficient to recommend it to fur- 
ther trials. The efficacy of this 
medicine is confirmed by many emi- 
nent practitioners abroad ; though 
the trials hitherto made of it in this 
country have not been attended 
with much fuccefs. Somewhat, per- 


haps, may depend upon the time of 


the plants being gathered, and the 
| man- 


Chap. 3. 
manner of the preparation of the 
extra. Dr Stoerk himfelf takes 
notice of fome miftakes committed 
in this refpect : fome have left the 
herb in a heap for feveral days, 
whence part of it withered, part 
rotted, and the juice became thick 
and mucilaginous: others have ta- 
ken a very large quantity of the 
_ juice, and boiled it down in cop- 
per veffels with a great heat; by 
which meansa ftrong fetor was dif- 
fufed toa confiderable diftance, and 
the moft efficacious parts diflipated : 
others, with officious care, have cla- 
rified the juice, and thus obtained a 
black tenacious extract, retaining 
but a fimali degree of the {pecific 
fmell of the plant. The extract, 
duly prepared, according to the a- 
bove prefcription is of a greenifh 
brown colour, and a very difagree- 
able fmell, like that of mice. But 
though there be reafon to believe 
that much of the extract ufed here 
had been ill prepared, we can by no 
means admit that its general inefhi- 
cacy was owing to thiscaufe ; for 
though there are not many inftances 
of its difcovering any valuable me- 
dicinal powders, there are feveral of 
its having a¢tivity enough, even in 
{mall dofes, to produce alarming 
fymptoms. 
Modern practice, however, feems 
to hold a middle place; being nei- 
. ther influenced by the extravagant 
_encomiums of Dr Stoerk, nor 
frightened by the wary fufpicions 
of Dr Lewis. The infpiffated juice 
of the hemlock is accordingly given 
with freedom in a great variety of 
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complaints, without our expericn- 
cing the wonderful effeds afcribed 
to it by the former, or the baneful 
confequences dreaded by the lat- 
ter. Like other preparations of 
this valuable herb, it is no doubt a 
very ufeful addition to our pharma- 
copoeia; nor docsits ufe feem to be 
more hazardous than that of opium 
and fome other narcotics. . 

The London college dire& the 
infpiffated juices of cicuta to be pre- 
pared in the fame manner as that of 


the elder-berry, and without the 


addition of any of the powder. This 
is the moft pure extract, and the 
powder may eafily be. occafionally 
added. They direct the cicuta to 
be collected as foon as the flowers 
appear: And at that time the leaves 
are moft fully impregnated with 
their active powers. 


SUCCUS SPISSATUS: RIBIS 
NIGRI. 
— Lond. 
Infpiffated juice of black currants. 


SUCCUS SPISSATUS LIMO- 
NIS. ss 
Loud. 

- Infpiffated juice of lemons. 


THEsE two alfo the London col- 
lege dire&t to be prepared in the ° 
fame manner with the elder-berry 
juice. And under this form the.a- 
greeable and ufeful acid of thefe ve- 
getables, in a concentrated ftate, 
may be preferved fora confiderable _ 
length oftime. 
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Obfervations on Extrads with We ater. 


i Meet extracts are prepared 
by boiling the fubje& in wa- 
ter, and evaporating the {trained 
deco¢tion to a thick confiftence. 
This procefs affords us fome of 
the more active parts of the plants, 
free from the ufelefs indiffoluble 
earthy matter, which makes the 
largeft {hare of their bulk. There 
isa great difference in vegetable 
fubftances, with revard to their fit- 
nefs for this operation; fome yield- 
ing to it all their virtues, and others 
fearce any. Thofe parts in which 
the fweet, glutinous, emollient, 
cooling, bitter, auftere, aftringent 
virtues refide, are for the moft part 
totally extracted by the boiling 
water, and remain almoft entire up- 
on evaporating ir: whilft  thofe 
which contain the, a odour, 


¥ 


flavour, and aromatic quality, are 
either not extraéted at all, or ex- 
hale along with the menftruum. 
Thus gentian reot, which is al- 
moft fimply bitter, yields an ex- 
tract poilefling in a fmall volume 
the whole tafte and virtues of the - 
root. Wormwood, which has a 
degree of warmth and {trong fla- 
vour joined to the bitter, lofes the 
two firft in the evaporation, and 
gives an extract not greatly diffe- 
rent from the foregoing : : ule aro- 
matic quality of cinnamon is diili- 
pated by this treatment, its a(trin- 
gency remaining ; whilft an extract 
made from the flowers of lavender 
and rofemary, difcovers nothing ie 
ther of the tafte, fmell, or Virtues: > 
of the ok . 7 Be 





General Rules for Sls Extrads with W. ater. 


1. IT is ; indiflerent: with regard 


tothe medicine, whether the fubject | 


be ufed frefh or dry; fince nothing 
that can be preferved in this pro- 
cefs will be loft by drying. With 


regard to the facility of extrac- 
tion, there is a very confiderable, 


difference; vegetables in general 


\ 


giving out their virtues more readi- 
ly when Oe dried than 
when frefh. 

2. Very pone dry fubftances 
fhould be reduced into exceeding 
{mall parts, previous to the affufion 
of os menftruum, 

. ‘Phe quantity of water ought, 
to 


* 
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to be no greater than is neceflary 
for extracting the virtues of the 
fabjet. A difference herein will 
fometimes occafion a variation in 
the quality of the product: the lar- 
ger the quantity of liquor, the lon- 
ger the fire will be requifite for eva- 
porating it, and confequently the 
more of the volatile parts of the 
fubjec& will be diffipated. A long- 
‘continued heat likewife makes a 
confiderable alteration in the mat- 
ter Which is not volatile. Sweet 
fubftances, by long boiling with wa- 
ter, become naufeous ; and the draf- 
tic purgatives lofe their virulence, 
though without any remarkable fe- 
paration of their parts. 

4. The decoctions are to be de- 
purated by colature; and after- 
wards fuffered to ftand for a day or 
two, when a confiderable quantity 
of fediment is ufmally found at the 
bottom. If the liquor poured off 
clear be boiled down a little, and 
afterwards fuffered to cool again, it 
will depofite a frefh fédiment, from 
which it may be decanted before 


-you proceed to finifh the evapora-~ 


tion. The decoctions of very refi- 
nous fabftances do not require tlris 
treatment, and are rather injured 


by it; the refin fubfiding along 
with the inactive dregs. ) 

5. The evaporation is moft con- 
veniently performed in broad fhal- 
low veffels; the larger the furface 
of the liquor, the fooner will the a- 
queous parts exhale: This effeé 
may likewife be . by agi- 
tation. 

6. When the matter begins to 
grow thick, great care is neceffary 
to prevent ‘its barning. This ac- 
cident, almoft unavoidable if the 
quantity be large, and the fire ap- 
plied as ufual under the evaporating 
pan, may be effectually fecured a- 
gainft, by carrying on the in{piffa- 
tion after the common manner, no 
farther than to the confiftence ofa 
fyrup, when the matter is to be 
poured into fhallow tin or éarthen 
pans; and placed in an oven, with | 
its door open, moderately heated ; 
which aéting uniformly on every 
part of the liquid, will foon reduce 
it to any degree of conliftence re- 
quired. This may likewife be done, 
and more fecurely, in balneo-marize, 
by fetting the evaporating veffel in 
boiling water, but the evaporation 
is in this way very tedious. 


Obfervations on Extrads with Rectified Spirit. 


RECTIFIED fpirit of wine dif- 
_ folves the effential oils and refins of 
egetables, and does not readily car- 
ry off the oil in its exhalation; the 
heat fufficienr to exhale pure fpirit 
being much lefs than that in which 
water evaporates to any confiderable 
degree, or moft effential oils diftil. 
-Hence,a refinous or fpirituous ex- 
tract of wormwood, contrary to that 
made with water, contains the 
warmth and flavonr, as well as bit- 
ternefs of the herb; one made from 
cinnamon poffefles its aromatic vir- 
tue, as well as its aftringency ; and 


& 


one from lavender and rofemary 
flowers, retains great part of their 
flavour and virtues; the volatile 


parts, which are carried off by wa- 


ter in its evaporation being left be- 
hind by the fpiric. | 
The fpirit employed for this pur- 
pofe fhonld be perfe@tly free from 
any ill flavour, which would be 
communicated in part to the prepa- 
ration; and from any admixuure of 
phlegm or water, which would not 
only vary its diffolving power, bute 
likewife, evaporating towards the 
end of the infpiflation, would pro- 
mote 
: : 
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mote the diffipation of the volatile 
parts of the fabje@. Hence, ‘alfo, 
the fubject itfelf ought always to be 
dry: thofe fub(tances which lofe 
their virtue by drying, lofe it equal- 
ly on being fubmitted to this treat- 
ment with the pureft {pirit. 

The infpiflation fthoald be per- 
formed from the beginning, in the 
gentle heat of a warm bath. It is 
not needful to fuifer the fpirit to e- 
vaporate inthe air: greateft part of 
it may be recovered by collecting 
the vapour in the common diftilling 
veflels. If the diftilled fpirit be 
found to have brought over any fla- 
vour from the fubje&, it may be 
advantareoufly referved for the fame 
purpofes again. ; 

It is obfervable, that tho’ recti- 
fied fpirit be the proper men(truum 
of the pure volatile oils, and of the 
groffer refinous matter of vege- 
tables, and water of the mucilagi- 
nous and faline; yet thefe princi- 
ples are, in almoft all plants, fo 
intimately combined together, that 
_ whichever of thefe liquors is ap- 
plied at firft, it will take up a por- 
tion of what is directly foluble on- 
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ly in the other. Hence fundry ve- 
getables, extremely refinous, and 
whofe virtues confift chiefly in their 
refin, afford neverthelefs very ufe-. 
‘ful extracts with water, though not 
equal to thofe which may be ob- 


_tained by a prudent application of 


fpirit. Hence, alfo, the extracts 
made from moft vegetables by pure 
{pirit, are not mere refins ; a part 
of the gummy matter, if the fub- 
je& contained any fuch, is taken 
up along with the refin, an admix- 
ture of great advantage to it in a 
medicinal view. The {pirimous ex- 
tracts of feveral vegetable fub- 
ftances, as mint leaves, rhubarb, 
faffron, diflolve in water as well as 
in {pirit. : : 

Pure refins are prepared by mix- 
ing with fpirituous tincture of ve- 
ry refinous vegetables, a quantity 
of water. The refin, incapable of 
remaining diffolved in the watery 
liquor, feparates and falls to the 
bottom ; leaving in the menftruum 
fuch other principles of the plant as 
the fpirit might have extracted at 


-firft along with it, 


Obfervations on Extracts with Spirit and Water. 


THERE are fundry vegetables, 
particularly thofe of a refinous na- 
ture, which are treated, to better 
advantage with a mixture of wa- 
ter and fpirir, than with either of 
them fingly. The virtues of refi- 
nous woods, barks, and roots may 
indeed be in a preat part extracted 
by long boiling in freth portions of 
water; but at the fame time they 
fuffer a confiderable injury from the 
continued heat neceffary for the ex- 
traction, and for the fabfequent e- 
vaporation of fo large a quantity of 
the fluid. Reétified fpirit of wine 
is not liable to this inconvenience ; 
but the extracts obtained by it from 


the fubftances here intended, be- 
ing almoft purely refinons, are lefs 
adapted to general ufe than thofe 
in which the refin is divided by an. 
admixture of the gummy aes 
of which water is the direct men-" 
ftruum. | . 

There are two ways of obtain- 
ing thefe compounds, or gummy- 
refinous extracts: one, by ufing 
proof-{pirit, that is a mixture of 
about equal part of fpirit and wa- 
ter, for the menftruum ; the other, 
by digefting the fubjedct firft in pure 
fpirit and then in water, and after- 
wards uniting into one mafs the 
parts which the two menftrua have 

| feparately 
4 


Chap. 4. 


feparately extracted. In fome cafes, 
where a ey of gummy mat- 
ter is wanting in the fubjedt, it may 
be artificially fupplied, by infpiffa- 
ting the fpirituous tinéture to the 
confiltence of 4 balfam, then tho- 
roughly mixing with it a thick {o- 
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lution of any fimple gum, as muci- 
lage of gum arabic, and eXficcating 
the com pound with a gentle heat. 
By this method are obtained eles 
gant gummy relins, exteaiporane- 
oufly mifcible with water into milky 
I,quors. 


Obfervations on Extratis by Long Digeftion. 


Ir has been obferved, that the 
Birvies of vegetable decoctions are 
altered by long boiling. Decodtions 
or infufions of draftic vegetables, by 

long continued boiling or digeftion, 

lofe more and more of their viru- 
lence; and at the fame time depofite 
more and more ofa grofs fediment, 
refalting probably from the decom- 
pofition “of their aétive parts. On 
this foundation it has been atiempt- 
ed to obtain fafe and mild prepara- 
tions from fandry viralent drogs ; 
and fome of the chemifls have 
lronply recommended the procefs, 





tho’ without fpecifying, or giving 
any intimation of, the continuance 
of boiling requilite for producing the 
due mildnefs in different fubje@s. 
M. Baumé,in his Elemens de Fhar- 
macie, lately publifhed, has givena 
particular account of an extract of 
opium prepared cn this principle; 
of which extract,asitis alleged tobe 
very ufeful in practice, it may not 
be improper to give a fhort de- 
fcription: And this we fhall accor- 
dingly fubjoin to our account of the 
opium purificatum of the London 
college. 


_ Obfervations on particular Extras. 


EXTRACTUM CHAMAME- 
; 1 oy 

Extra of chamamile. 

CACUMINIS GENIST. 

Broom tops. 

GENTIANA. 

Gejitian. * 

GLYCYRHIZ~A. 

_ Liquorice. 

HELLEBORI NIGRI. 

Black hellebore. 

UTA 

Of Rue. 

SABINA. 


Savin. 


J 


Lond. 


Boil the article in diftiled water, 
-- prefs out the decoction, ftrain it, - 


and fet it apart that the feces 

may fubfide ; then boil it again 

in a water bath fatorated with 

fea falt toa conlifience proper for 
making pills. 


THE ie kind of bath is to be 


ne 


ufed in the preparation of all the 
extracts, that the evaporation may 
be properly performed. 

EXTRACTUM GENTIANZ. 

Edinb, 
Extrad of geutian. 
Take of ; 
~Gentiansroot, as much as you 
pleafe. 

Having cut and benited it, pour 
upon it four times us quantity 
of water. Boil to the con- 

~fumption of one half of the li- 
quor; and ttrongly exprefling 
it, ftrain. Evaporate the decoc- 
tion to the cofiftence of pretty 
thick honey, in veffels expofed 
to the eo of hot water. 


Iy preparing this and every other 
extract, it fs neceflary te keep up a 
conftant ftirring towards the end of 
the procefs, in order to prevent an 
cimpyreuma, and that the extract 

i may 
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may be of an uniform confiftence, 
and free of clots. | 
In the fame manner are prepa- 
pared 
Extract of the 
roots of black hel- 
lebore ; 
leaves of the pul- 
'  fatilla nigricans; 
leaves of rue ; 
heads of white 
oppies ; 


Pp 
feeds of hemlock, 


whilft not per- 
fectly ripe. 


Att the above extracts contain 
the virtues of the vegetables in a 
{tate of tolerable perfection. 

The extract of chamomile lofesin 
its formation the {pecific flavour of 
the plant ; but it is faid to furnifh a 
bitter remarkably antifeptic, and to 
be given with advantage in different 
ftomach aliments to the extentof a 
icruple or two, either by itfelf, or in 
conjunction with other remedies. 
The extrac of broom tops is chiefly 


employed in hydropic cafes ; and 


when taken to the quantity of a 
dram or fo, it is faid to operate as a 
powerful diuretic. 

The mode of preparing thefe ex- 
tracts directed by the London and 
Edinburgh colleges is not effentially 
different: But fome advantage will 
arife from employing the diftilled 
water directed by the former ; and 
the directions given by the latter 


_ with regard to the quantity of wa- 
ter to be ufed, and the degree of 


boiling to be employed before ex- 


_ preflion, are not without fome ufe. 


The extract is the only prepara- 
tion of the pulfatilla nigricans, and 
it feems fufficiently well fuited tobe 
brought into this form. The ex- 
tract of the white poppy-heads is 
not perhaps fuperior in any refpect 
to opium; but’ to thofe who may 


think otherwife, it is convenient to 


\ 
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preferve them in this form for pre- 

paring the fyrup occafionally. The 
feeds of hemlock have by fome 
been thought ftronger, or at leaft 
that they produce giddinefs fooner, 

than the leaves; but this extract has” 
not hitherto come into general ufe. 


EXTRACTUM COLOCYN- 
THIDIS COMPOSITUM. 
Lond. 

Compound extratt ef cologuintida, 
Take of | 
Pith of coloquintida, cut final, 

fix drams ; 

Socotorine aloes, powdered, an 
ounce and a halt ; 

Scamniony, powdered, half an 
Ounce ; 

Smaller cardamon feeds, hufked 
and powdered, one dram ; 
Proof fpirit, one pint. ; 
Digeft the coloquintida in the fpirit, 
with a gentle heat, during four 
days. ‘To the exprefled tin@ture 
add the aloes and fcammony : 
when thefe are diffolved, draw off 
the fpirit, fo that what remains 
may be of a confiftence proper for 
making pills, adding the feeds 

towards the end of the procefs, 


Tuts compofition anfwers very 
effeCtually as a cathartic, fo as to 
be relied on in cafes where the pa- 
tient’s life depends on that effe@ 
taking place : the dofe is from fif-_ 
teen grains to half a dram. ge : 
proof-fpirit is a very proper men- 
ftruum for the purgative materials ; 
diffolving nearlythe whole fubftance 
of the aloes and fcammony, except 
the impurities: and extracting from > 
the colocynth, not only the irrita- 
ting refin, but great part of the 
gummy matter. In our former phar- 
macopoeias three {pices were em- 
ployed in this, compofition, cinna- 
mon, mace, and cloves: the carda- 
mom feeds, now introduced, are pres 
ferable, on account of their aroma. 

tig 
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tic matter being of a lefs volatile 
nature; thougha confiderable part 


of the favour, even of thefe, is dif- 


fipated during the evaporation of 
the phlegmatic part of the proof- 
fpirit. , 


ELATERIUM. 

Elaterium. 

"Slit ripe wild cucumbers, and pafs 

the juice, very lightly prefied, 
through a very fine fieve, intoa 
glafs veflel; then ferit by for 
fome hours until the thicker parr 
has fubfided. Pour off the thin- 
ner part fwimming at the top, 
and feparate the reft by filtering : 
cover the thicker part, which re- 
mains after filtration, with a li- 
nen cloth, and dry it witha gen- 
tle heat. 





: 
: “Wart happens in part in prepa- 
ring the extra& of hemlock, happens 
in this preparation completely, viz. 
the fpontaneous feparation of the 
medicinal matter of the juice on 
Fadia for a little time: and the 
: cafe isthe fame with the juices of 
Several other vegetables, as thofe of 
arum root, iris root, and bryeny 
root. Preparationsof this kind have 
beencommonly called fecule. The 
‘filtration above directed, for drain- 
ing off fach part of the watery fluid 
as cannot be feparated by decanta- 
tion, is not the common filtration 
thro’ paper, for this does not fac- 
ceed here: The groffer parts of the 
juice, falling to the bottom, forma 
vifcid cake upon the paper, which 
the liquid cannot pafs thro’. The fe- 
paration is to be attempted in ano- 
ther manner, fo asto drainthe fluid 
from the top: This is effected by 
placing one end of fome moiftened 
ftrips of woollen cloth, fkains of 





ra 


cotton, or the like, in the juice, and 


laying the other end over the edge 
iof the veffel, fo as to hang down 
ower than the furface of the liquor: 


: Chap. 4. Extratis by Long Digeftion. 
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by this management the feparation 
fueceeds in perfection. 
Elaterium is a very violent hydra« 
goyue cathartic. In general, pre- 
Vious to its operation, It excites con- 
fiderable ficknefs at ftomach, and 
not unfrequently it produces fevere 
vomiting. Hence it is feldom em- 
ployed tillother remedies have been 
tried in vain. But in fome inftan- 
ces of ftagnant afcites it will produce 
acomplete evacuation of water where 
other cathartics have had no efteat. 
Two or three grains are in general 
a fufficient dofe. And perhaps the 
beft mode of exhibiting itis by gi- 
ving it only to the extent of halfa 
grain ata time, and repeating that 
dofe every hour till it begins to o- 
perate. 7 


EXTRACTUM LIGNI CAM- 
PECHENSIS. 
Lond. 
Extrad of Logwood. 
Take of 


Shavings of logwood, onepound. 
Boil it four times, or oftener, ina 


gallon of ‘diftilled water, to one 
half; then, all the liquors being. 
mixed and ftrained, boil them 
down to a proper coniiftence, 


THE extract of lozwood has been 
ufed for a confiderable time in fome 
of our hofpitals. It has an agree- 
able fweet tafte, with fome degree 
of aftringency ; and hence becomes 


ferviceable in diarrhoeas,formode~ 
rately conftringing the inteftines ~ 
and orifices of the {maller veflels: 


Itmay be given froma {crnple to half 
a dram, and repeated five or fix 
times a-day with advantage. Du- 
ring the ufe of this medicine, the. 
{tools are frequently tinged red by 
it, which has occafioned fome to be 
alarmed as if the colour proceeded 
from blood: the practitioner there- 
fore ought to caution the patient a- 
gainft any furprife of this kind. 

2 Sa The 
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The adtive parts of the logwood 
are difficulrly extracted by means of 
water alone : Hencethe Edinburgh 
college call in the acid of fpirit of 
wine, directing this extraét to be 
prepared in the fame manner asthat 
of jalap, afterwards to be mention- 
ed. Andof the two modes, we are 


inclined to confider the latter as in- 


titled to the preference. 


EXTRACTUM CORTICIS PE- 
RUVIANI. 
Lond. 
Extratt of Peruvian bark. 
Take of 
Peruvian bark, coarfely powdered, 
> one pound: 
Diftilled water, twelve pints. 
Boil it for one or two hours, and 
pour off the liquor, which, while 
‘ot, will be red and pellucid 


but, as it grows cold, will become 


yellow and turbid. The fame 
quantity of water being again 
poured on, boil the bark as before, 
and repeat this boiling watil the li- 
-guor, being cold, remains clear. 
Then reduce all thefe liquors, 
mixed together and ftrained, to 

a proper thickneds, by evapora- 
tion. 


This extract mutt be prepared un- 
der twoforms; one /of#, and fit for 
making pills; the other Jard, that 
it may be reducible to a powder. 


EXTRACTUM CORTICIS PE- 
RUVIANI CUM RESINA. 
Lond. 
Extrad of Peruvian bark with the 
: refin. 
Take of -« ) 
Peruvian bark, reduced to coarfe 
powder, one pound; 
- Rectified fpirit of wine, 
pinis. 
Digeit it for four days, ibd. pour r off 
_the tincture ; boil the refidunm in 
ten pititsof diftilled water totwo; 


i 


\ 
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then ftrain the tin@ure and de- 
coStion feparately, evaporating 
the water from the decoction, and 
diftilling off the fpirit from the 
tincture, until each begins to be 
thickened. Laftly, mix the re- 
finous with the aqueous extract, 
and makethe imafs fit fer fsoing 
into pills. 


EXTRACTUM CORTICIS PE- 
RUVIANI. 
 Edind. 
Extra of Peruvian bark, 

THE Edinburgh college, whe 
have not given a ‘place to any pure 
watery extracts of the bark, direct 
their extracts of this midicine to be 
prepared in the fame manner as their 
extract of jalap, that is, almoft pre- 
cifely inthe fame manner as the ex- 
tract with refin of the London col- 
lege, It is, however, we think 
with propriety, that the London col-- 
lege have given a place to both ex- 
tracts; for each is not without its 
ule. 

Peravian bark is a refinous drug: 
the refin melts out by the heat, but 
is not perfectly diflolved by the wa- 
ter; hence, incooling, it feparates, 
renders the liquor turbid, and in. 
part falls to the bottom, as appears 
manifeftly upon examining the fedi-: 
ment by {pirit of wine. This extra: 


might be made to better advantage | 
_ by the affittance of fpirit of wine, , 


after the fame manner as that of ja-- 
lap; and this method the Edinburgh: 
college have directed. But all the: 
fpirits which can be expected to be; 
employed for this procefs among us,, 
are accompanied with fome degree: 
of a bad flavour: this adheres moft 
{tronely to the phlegmatic part of! 
the fpirit, wluch evaporating Jaft,, 
muft communicate this ill flavour tos 
the extract; acircumi{tance of veryy 
great confequence, as this medicine 
is defined for thofe whofe ftomachs: 
are too weak to bear a due a 

of: 
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of barkin fubftance. Tenor twelve 
grains of. the hard extract are rec- 


koned equivalent to about half a ~ 


dram of the bark itfelf. . 

_ In the Peruvian bark, however, 
‘we may readily diftinguih two dif- 
ferent kinds of taftes, an aftringent 
and a bitter one; the former feems 
to refide principally in the refinous 
matter, and the latter chiefly in the 
gammy. The watery extract is 
moderately {trong in point of bit- 
ternefs; but of the aftringency it has 
only a fmall degree. The pure re- 
fin on the other hand, is ftrong in 
a(tringency, and weak in bitternefs. 
Both qualities are united in the ex- 
trad with refin; which appears to 
be the beft preparation of this kind 
that can be obtained from this va- 
Iuable drug. 


EXTRACTUM CASCARIL- 
LA. . 
Lond. 
&E “gate of cafcar es 


Tuts extract, which is now for 
the firft time introduced into the 


pharmacopoeia of the London col- 


Jege, and which has not yet obtain- 
ed a place in that of Edinburgh, is 
directed to be prepared by fpirit 
aud water inthe fame manner as 


the extractof bark with the refin. 


It poffeffes in a concentrated {tate 
the active conftituent parts of the 
__cafcarilla, and has accordingly been 


: already received into feveral of the 


beft foreign pharmacopceias. In 
feme of thefe, as the Pharmaco- 
pocia Suecica, it isa mere watery ex- 
-trat: bat in others, as the pharma- 
copocia Roflica, the aid both of 
fpirits and water are conjoined; 
and this we conlider as the beft 
preparation. 


EX TRACTU M. JALAPPA, 
Edinb. 


: © Beraéls By Long Digefion. 


is rendered {maller: 


tions yieldan extract which operates 


34a 
Extract of jala 

Take of eo 
Jalap root, one pound ; 

Rectified fpirit of wee four 
pounds. 

Digeft four days, and pour out 
the tincture. Boil the remaining 
magma in ten poundsef water to 
two pounds; then {train the de- 
coction, and evaporate it to the 
confiftence of pretty thin honey. 
Draw off the fpirit from the tinc- 
ture by diftillation till ic becomes 
thick in like manner. Then mix 
the liqnor thus infpiffated ; and 
Keeping them conftantly firs 
ring, evaporate to a hie ae con- 
fiftence. - : 


Tue extract of jalap is ditected 
tobe prepared by the London col- 
lege in the fame manneras their ex- 
tract of Peruvian bark with the retin, 
which differ in nothing from the 
mode of preparation above direc- 
ted. ? 

This extract is an ufeful purga- 
tive; by fome thought preferable to 
the crude root, as being of more 
uniform ftrength, and as the dofe, 
by the rejection of the woody parts, - 
the mean dofé 


is twelve grains. Ifthe {piriraous 


tin@ure were infpiflated by itfel lf, it é 


would afford a refinous mafs, which, 
unlefs thoroughly divided by. proper 


admixtures, occafions violent gri- — 


ping, and yet does not prove fuffi- 
ciently cathartic; the watery decoc- 





exceedingly weakly : both joined to» _ 
gether, asin this preparation, com-— 
pofe an effectual and fafe purge. 
This method of making extra@s 
might be advantageoully applied to 
feveral other refinous fubftances, 
as the dry woods, roots, barks, 
&c. A {mall quantity of fpirit 


_takes upthe refin; and much lefs 


water than would otherwife be ne- 
y 3 ceflary, 
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ceilary, extracts all the other folubie. 
parts. 

In a former edition a the Eqin- 
burgh Pharmacopoeia, a little fixed 
alkaline falt was ordered to beadded 
to the waterin which the jalap is 
boiled afier the action of {pirit; on 
‘a fuppofition that this would enable 
the water to extract more from the 


root than it could by itfelf. Bur, fo 


far as the quantity of the alkaline 
falt could go, it had the oppofite ef- 
fect, impeding the adtion of the 
water. The refinons parts of the 
jalap are diffolved by the fpirir; and 
litle other than the gummy matter 
remains for water to extract. Now, 
af pure gum arabic be put into 
water along with any alakine falr, 
the falt will render the water in- 
capable of diffolving the gum: if 
the gum be diffolved firft, the addi- 
tion of any alkaline falt will preci- 
pitate it. 


EXTRACTUM SENNA, 
Lond. 

Extrad of fenna. 
Take of °° 
Senna, one pound ; | 

Diltilled water, one gallon; 

Boil the fenna in the diftilled wa- 
ter, adding after its decoction a 
little rectified fpirit of wine. Eva- 
porate the {trained liquor to a pro- 
per thicknefs. 


Tars extratt had no place in 
our former pharmacopoeias, but 
i gpey be confidered as ail ufeful ad- 
dition. 

The refinous pafts of fenna are 
in fo fall a proportion to the gum- 
my, that they are readily boiled out 
together. The fpirit may be added 
when the decoction is reduced to one 
half or to three pints. 

This extract is given asa gentle 
purgative from ten grains to a 
fcruple; or, in cs quantity, as 
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an afliltant to the “milder aie 
tives. 


OPIUM PURIFICATUM. 
Purifie cd opium. 
Take of 
Opium cut into cecal pieces, one- 
pound ; 
Proof fpirit of wine, twelve ‘pints. 
Digeft the opium with a gentle 
heat, ftirring now and then tillit 
be diflolved, and filter through 
paper. Diftil the tincture, fo 
prepared, toa proper thicknefs. 


PurIFIED opium mutt be kept 
in two forms; one /oft, proper for 
forming into pills; the other Aard, 
which may be reduced into pow- 
der. | 

Opium was formerly purified by 
means of water, and in this ftate it 
had the name inour pharmacopoeia 
of extrattum thebaicum. But proof 
{pirit has been found by experiments 
to be the beft menftruum for opium, 
having diffolved nine-twelfihs of 
dried opium, which was much more 
than wastaken up either by rectified 
fpirit or water. Hence we thus ob- 
tained moft entirely the conftitwents 
of opium free from any adhering im- 
purities: But it has been imagined 
that fome particular advantages arife 
from obtaining thofe parts which 
are extracted by water,efpecially af- 


ter long digeftion ; and accordingly 


the following extraé of opium has 
been recommended by Baumé. 


Extrad of opium bd ics by long 

digeftion. 

Let five pounds of good opium, cut 
in pieces, be boiled about half an 
hour in twelve or fifteen quarts 
of water: {train the decottion, 
and boil the remainder once or 
twice in frefh water, that fo 

much of the opium as is. dif- 
foluble in water may be got out. 

E- 
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to about fix quarts; which being 
ut into a tin cucurbit, placed ina 


» fand-bath keep up fuch.a fire as_ 


may make the liquor nearly boil, 
for three months together, if the 
© fire is continued day and night, 

and for ix months if it is inter- 
linthenight; allingup the 
fel with water in-proportion to 
the « evaporation, and {craping the 
bottom with a weeden fpatula 
from time to time,.to get off the 
fedimeat which begins to preci- 
tate after fome days digettion. 
The fedimenr needs nottto be ta- 
ken out till the boiling is finifh- 
ed; at which time the liquor is 
to be {trained when cold, and e- 
vaporated to an extract of a due 
confiftence for being formed into 
pills. 






. 
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Tue author obferves, that by 
keeping the liqaor ftrongly boiling, 
the tedious procefs may be confides 
rably expedited, and the fix months 
digeftion reduced to four months: 
that in the beginning of the dige- 
ftion, a thick, vifcous, oily matter 
rifes tothe top, and fermsa tena- 
cious fkin as the liquor cools; this 
is fuppofed to be analagons to efien- 
tial oils, though wanting their vola- 
lility: that the oil begins to dif- 
appear about the end of the firft 
month, but {till continues fenfible 
till the end of thethird, forming oily 
clouds as often as the liquor cools : 
that the refin atthe fame time fettles 
to the bottom in cooling, preferving 
for a Jong while its refinous form, 
but by degrees becoming powdery, 


and incapable of being any longer 


foftened, or made to.cohere by the 
heat: that when the procefs is fi- 
nifhed, part of at ftill continues a 
perfect refin, diffoluble in fpirit of 
wine, and part an indiffoluble pow- 
der: that when the digefted liquor 
is evaporated to about a quart, and 
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Evaporate the {trained decoCtions 


a brownifh earthy-faline matter, 
called the efential falt of opium, in 
figure nearly like ithe fedative {alr 
obtained from borax, intermingled 
with fmal]l needled cryftals. He 
givesan account of hishaving made 
this preparation fix or feven times. 
The veifel he made ufe of was about 
twoinches and a half diameter in 
the mouth; the qnantity of water 
evaporated was about twenty-four 
eunces a-day, and from a hundred 
and thirty to a hundred and forty 
quarts during the whole digeftion. 
Out of fixty-four ounces of opium, 
feventeen ouncesremained undiffol- 
ved in the water: the quantity of 
refinous matter precipitated during 
the digeftion, was twelve ounces ; 
from the liquor, : 
quart, he obtained a dram of effen- 
tia] falt, and might, he fays, have 


feparated more; the liquor being 


then further evaporated to a pilular 
confiftence, the weight.of the ex- 
tract was thirty-one ounces. 

It is fuppofed thar the narcotic 
virtue of opium refides in the oily 
and refinous parts: and that the 
pum ny: extract prepared by the 
above procefs is endowed with the 
calming, fedative, or anodyne pow- 
ersof the opium, divefted of the 
narcotic quality as it is of the {mell, 
and no longer productive of the dif- 
orders which opium itfelf, and the 
other preparations of it, frequently 
occafion. A cafe is mentioned, from 
which the innocence and mildnefs 
of the medicine are apparent ; 
grains having been taken in a day, 


and found.to agree well, where the 


common opiate preparations could 
not be borne. Butwhat fhare it pof- 
fefles of the proper virtues of opium 
is not fo clear; for the cure of con- 
vulfive motions. of the ftomach and 
vomitings, which at length happen- 
ed after the extract had been conti- 


nued daily in the above dofes for- 


{e- 
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fet inthe cold tillnextday, it yields, 


evaporated to a 


fifty : 


ey ek ae 


ye 
feveral year s(plufieurs annees) can- 
not perhaps be aicribed fairly to the 
medicine. eg 
If the theory of the procefs, and 
of the alteration produced by it in 
the opium, be juft, a preparation e- 
quivalent to the above may be ob- 


\ 


tained jin a munch fhorter imme. If- 


the intention is to {eparate the refi- 


nous and otly parts of opium, they 


may be feparated by means of pure 
fpirit of Wine, in as many hours as 
the digeftion requires months. The 
fepration will alfo be as complete, 
in regard to the remaining gum, 
thongh fome part of the gum will 
in this method be loft, a little of it 
being taken up by the fpirit along 
with the o:her principles. 

In what particular part of opium 
its particular virtues refide, has not 
perbaps been imconteflably afeer- 
tained; bu this much fecms clear 
from experiment, that the pure gam, 
freed from al! thar{pritcan diffolve, 
does net differ effenuaily in its fopo- 
rific power from the refmous part. 

Tiere are grounds alio to pre- 
fame, that by whatever means 
deftroy or diminith what is calle 
‘the narcotic, foporific, virulent mo 
lity of opium, we hall deftroy or 
diminith likewife its falutary opera- 
tion. For the ill effects whieh it 
produces in certain cafes, feem to 
be no other than the neceffary con- 
fequences of the fame power, by 
which it proves fo beneficial in 
otbers, 


“EXTRACTUM ABSINTHIL 
Suec. 
Extrads of wormwood. 

Take any quantity of the tops of 
wormwood, and. pour upon it 
double its weight of water. Boil 
it for a little over-a gentle fire, 
then prefs out the liquor. Boil 
the refiduam again in a frefh 
ae of water, and after ex- 
preflion, {train it. Let the ftrain- 


\ 
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ed liguor be evaporated in a wa- 
ter-barh to a pecper confiftence. 


In this extra we,have one of 
the ftrongeft vegetable bitters in its 
mof{t concentrated ftate: and altho’ 
itis not perhaps to be confidered as 
fuperior to the exira@ of epuens 
yet 1 furnifhes a good varie 
is a more agreeable form fo 
biting the wormwoed than that of 
ftrong trinchare, ) 





EXTRACT UM. TARAXACTI. 
Succ. 
Extra of dandelion » .~s 
This is direéted to be prepared 
from the roots of the dandelion, col- 


TeGted early in the fpring, or late in 


the aurumn, in the fame manner as 
the extraGum abfinthii.. And as far 
as the dandelion really poffeffes a 
refolvent, aperient, or diuretic pow- 
er, it furnifhes a convenient form for 
obtaining thefe effects fram it. But- 
as the dandelion is well known to 
abound with a milky juice, itis pro- 
bable that the adtivity of the medi- 
cine would be increafed from em 
ploying fpirit alfo in the extration 
of its medical virtues. 


EXTRACTUM ALOES het 
SUM. 
SueC. 
Watery extrac? of aloes. 
Take of — 
cold {pring-water, four pounds, 
juice of citrons, one pound, 
Macerate them in a glafs veffel for 
one or two.days, fhaking the vef- 
fel from time to time. When 
the refinous and foeculent parts - 
have fubfided, pour off the liquor ; 
-and to ‘the refiduum, add freth 
ywater, til by this treatment it 
obtains little impregnation. Let 
the {trained liquors be then eva- 
porated ina warm bath to the 
confiftence of honey. 


At 
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ALTHOUGH aloes are perhaps 


upon the whole a better medicine, 
in their crude ftate, where the gum- 
my and refinous matters are united, 
than in thofe preparations where 


- either is retained feparately, yet the 
gummy extract which is thus ob- 


tained is at leaft lefs difagreeable, 
having little fmell or tafte, while at 
the fame time it is a very powerful 
purgative ; hence it may be ufeful- 
ly employed at leaft on fome occa- 
fions. 


EXTRACTUM MYRRHA: 
GUMMOSUM. 
Brine: 
Gummy extracts of myrrh. : 
Take of. 
myrrh, half a pound ; 
{pring-water, four pounds. 
Let the myrrh be diflolved by gen- 
tle digeftion and repeated agita- 
tion of the veffel for four or five 
days :.let the water {wimming a- 
bove the myrrh be then poured 
off, ftrained, and evaporated to 
the confiftence of an extract. 


Tis watery extrac of the gum- 
myrrh may be ufeful in fome cafes, 
as being much deprived of the 
heating qualities which it has in its 


_ crude ftate : and if it furnifhes usin 


phthifis pulmonalis with that uofeful 
remedy which fome imagine, it may 
probably be moft advantageoufly 
exhibited under this form. , 


SUCCUS LIQUORITLE DE. 
PURATUS. 
7 Dan. 
| Refined liquorice. 

Take any quantity of Spanifh li- 
quorice, cur it into fimall frag- 
ments, diffolve it in tepid water, 

- and ftrain the folution. Let the 
liquor be poured off from the 
feculent partafiter it has fubfi- 
ded, and infpiffated by a gentle 
heat, 
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Tue extract of liquorice already 
mentioned, whenitis prepared with 
due fkill and attention, is unquef- 
tionably an article luperior to this ; 
but it is very rarely met with inthe. 
fhops of our druggifts or apotheca- 
ries, as prepared by themfelves, In 
its place they very commonly em- 
ploy either the extract brought from 
Spain, or that prepared by the ma- 
kers of liquorice at home; and both 
thefe very commonly abound with | 
impurities. It has even been faid, 
that a portion of .fand is not unfre- 
quently mixed with it, to increafe 
the weight: but whether the im- 
purities arife from this caufe, or 
from the flovenly mode of prepar- 
ing it, confiderable advantage muft 
arife from freeing it from all thele, 
before it be employed for any pur- 
pofe in medicine. And in modern 
practice, itis frequently ufed, not 
only introches and pills, bat alfofor 


fufpending powders in water ; fuch ~ _ 


as the powder of Peruvian bark: 
and the powder of bark, when thus 
fufpended, is in general taken more 
readily by children than in any o- 
ther form. Hence confiderable ad- 
vantage muft arife from a proper 
and eafy mode of purifying it, which 
the above procefs affords. We are 
of opinion, therefore, that alrhongh 
a place be with propriety given to 


the extract of liquorice prepared by 


the apothecaries them{elves, refined 
liquorice ought alfo to be introduced 
into our pharmacopeeias: and-ir 
would be very convenient tokeepit 
in the fhops ina foft confiftence, fit 
for making pills; as it would not 
only anfwer that purpofe, but ad- 
mit of aready folution in water 
when requifite. To this confiftence 
indeed, an objeGtion occurs, from 
its being apt to grow mouldy : but 
this may be effectually prevented 
by the addition of a fmall propor- 
tion of fpirit. 

| Belides 
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have here feleQed trom the foreign 
pharmatopocias, many others alfo 
ftiil retaina place i in feveral of thefes 
fach, forexample, as the extradum 
arnicz, artemifie, bryoniz, cardni, 
centaurei, cochlearis, croci, é&c. 
Several of thefe had formerly a 
place in our pharmacopocias, but 
are now with propriety rejected; 
becaufe where thele fubftances are 
to be employed, they may with 
much more advantage be exhibited 
under other forms. And indeed, 
althoueh under the form of extrac 
we have a condenfation of fome ac- 
tive principles, yet by the action of 
fire others are very apt to be loft. 

Hence, where any article can be 
conveniently exhibited in fubftance, 
that form is in general preferable ; 


and recourfe fhould be had to ex-- 
tracts only with a view tofome par- 


ticular intention. Our colleges, 
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 Befides the extracts which we — 


Pare Hf, 


therefore, have, with propriety, di- 
minithed the number ofthem ; and 
even thofe which they have sidoprend 
are but feldom tobe had recourfe to 
in preference to other forms. In the 
formation of many of thofe extraGs 
retained by the foreign colleges, the 
moft valuable principles are either 
entirely diflipated or deftroyed by 


the fire. We think, however, that 


advantame may fometimes be ob- 
tained from adopting thefe which 
are here felected. 

The chapter on extra&s dade re- 
fins in. the London pharmacopocia 
is concluded with the two following 
general directions + 

r. All the extracts, during the 
time of infpiffation, mutt be. gently 
agitated. 

2. On all the fofter watery ex- 
tracts, a {mall quantity of igeatok 
wine matt be fprinkled, 
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EXPRESSED OILS. 


“XPRESSED oils are obtained 
chiefly from certain feeds and 
kernels of fruits, _ by thoroughly 
pounding them in a ftone mortar, 
or, where the quantities are large, 
grinding them in mills, and then 
including them in acanvas bag, 
which is wrapt ina hair cloth, and 
ftrongly preifed betweeniron plates. 
The canvas, if employed alone, 
would be fqueezed ‘fo clofe to the 
plates of the prefs, as to prevent 
the oil from running down: by the 
interpofition of the hair- clotlia free 
paffage is allowed it. 


N 


Sundry machines have been con- 
trived, both forgrinding the fabyeét 
and prefling out ihe oi}, in the way 
of batinefs. To facilitate the -ex- 
preflion, it is cuftomary to warm ci- 
ther the plates‘of the prefs, or the 
fubjed itfelf after the grinding, by 
keeping it ftirring m a proper vef- 
fel over the fire ; the oil, liquefied 
by the heat, feparates more freely 
and more plentifally. When the 
oil is defigned for medicinal purpo- 
fes, this practice is not to be al- 
Jowed ; for heat, efpecially if its de- 
eree be fafficient to be of any con- 

fiderable 
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fiderable advantage for promoting 
the feparation, renders the oil lefs 
foft and palatable, impretles a dif- 
agreeable flavour, and increafes its 


difpofition to grow rancid: hence. 


the colleges both. of London and 
Edinburgh exprefsly require the 
operation to be performed without 
heat. | 

Nor are the oils to be kept in a 
warm place after their expreflion. 
Expofed but for a few days to aheat 
no greater than that of the human 
body, they lofe their emollient qua- 
lity, and become highly rancid and 
acrimonious. Too much care can- 
not be taken for preventing any 
tendency to this acrid irritating 
{tate in medicines, fo often ufed for 
abating immoderate irritation. 

So much are thefe oils difpofed 
to’ this injurious alteration, that 
they frequently contract an acri- 
mony and rancidity while contained 
in the original {ubjeéts. Hence 
great care is requifite in the choice 
of the unctuous feeds and kernels, 
which are often met with very 
rancid; almonds are particularly 
liable to inconveniences of this 
kind. 

Expreffed oils are prepared for 
mechanic ufes from fundry different 
fubjects, as nuts, poppy-feed, hemp- 
feed, rape-feed, and others. Thofe 
directed for medicinal purpofes in 
the London and Edinborgh phar- 
macopocias are the following: 


OLEUM AMYGDAL&. . 
Lond, Ed. 
Almond oil. iia 
Pound frefh almonds, either fweet or 
_ bitter, ina mortar, then prefs out 
the oil ina cold prefs. 
In the fame manner is to be expref- 
fed, 
Ol, e fem. Lini contufis; 
Oil of flax-feed. 
Ol. e@ fem. finapeos contufis ; 
Moftard-feed.. 
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Tue oil of alinonds is prepared 
from the fweet and bitter almonds 
indifferently ; the oils obtained from 
both forts beiny altogether the fame. 
Nor are the ditterences of the other 
oils very coniiderable, the difcri- 
winating qualities ef rhe fubjedts 
not refiding in the oils chat are thus 
obtained by expreflion. The oil of | 
linfeed acquires indeed fome peculi- 
arities from containing a proportion 
of vegetable mucilage; bur ihe oil 
of muftard-feed is as foft, infrpid, and 
void of pungency, as that of {weet 
almonds, the pungency of the mufs 
tard remaining entire in the cake 
left after the expreffion. | The fe- 
veral oils differ in fome of their pro- 
pertics from each other; but in 
medicinal qualities they appear to 
be all nearly alike, and agree in 


one commonemollient virtue. The 


foften and relax the folids, and ob- 
tund acrimonious: hamours; and 
thus become ferviceable internally 
in pains, inflammations, heat of u- 
rine, hoarfenefs, tickling coughs, 
&c. in glyfters, for lubricating the 
inteftines, and promoting the ejec- 
tion of indurated feces; and in ex- 
ternal applications, for tenfion aad 
rigidity of particular parts. Their 
common dofe is half an ounce: in 
fome cafes, they are given tothe. 
quantity of three or four ounces. 
The moft commodious forms for 
their exhibition, we fhall fee here- | 
after in the chapter of Emulfions. 


OLEUM E SEMINIBUS RI- 
CINI DEMTO PRIUS COR- 
TICE. e 
Lond. 
Gaffor vif. 

This oi] is directed by the Low. 
don college to be prepared in the 
fame manner as that of almonds, the 
feeds or nuts being taken from the 
hufks before putting them into the 
mortar. Palma Chrifti, or caftor 
oil, as has been already obferved in 

the 
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the Materia Medica, under the ar- 
ticle Ricinus, i is a gentle and ufeful 
purgative: it in ge neral produces 
its effects without griping, and may 
be given with fafety where acrid 
purgatives are improper. ‘With a- 
dults, from half an ounce to an 
ounce is in general requilite for a 
dofe. This article, however, is very 


feldom prepared by our apothecaries, : 


being in general imported under the 
form of oil from the Weft-Indies : 
hence the Edinburgh college have 
not mentioned it among their pre- 
parations, but merely given ita place 
yn their lift of the materia medica. 
But when our apothecaries prepare 
it for themfelves, they are more cer- 
“tain of obtaining a pure oil, and one 
too obtained without 
“hear, which is often employed, and 
gives a moch -inferior oil. It is 
therefore with propriety that the 
‘London college have given direc- 
tions for the preparation of it by 
the ape athecary himfelf. Bat even 
the London college have not thought 


it neccilary to vive directions forthe © 


Preparatl on of the foll owing rexprefs 
fed oils, which, as well as the olen 
ricini, are alfo introduced into the 

lift of the materia medica by the 
Edinburgh college. 


Expreffed oil of 
bay berries. 


Oleum exprelfium 


Baccarum lauri; 


Nucis mofchata ; mace. 
Olivarum ; olives. 
Pale; palm oil. 


_ ‘Thefe alfo are principally con- 
fered as poffefling only an emolli- 
ent virtue; but as far as they have 


been fuppofed to exert any peculiar | 


qualities, thefe we have already had 
eccafion to mention in the materia 
medica, when treating of the arti- 
cles from which they are obtained. 


OLEUM CACAO. 
Suec. 
‘Oil of chocolate nuts, 


\\ 
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Exprefs the oil from the nuts flight- 
ly toafted, and freed from their 
coverings. 


In this oil we havethe nutritious 
part of chocolate, free from thofe 
aromatics with which itis united in 
the ftate in which it is kept in our 
fhops. And although under the 
forin of chocolate it fits perhaps more 
eafily on the ftomach than in moft 
other forms; yet where, from any 
particular circumftance, aromatics 
are contraindicated, the oil in its 
pure ftate gives us an opportunity 
of employing in different ways this 
mild natritious article. 


OLEUM E SEMINIBUS HYOS. 
CIAMI. 
Suwec, 
Oil of hyofciamus. 

This oil is directed to be obtained . 
by expreffion from the feeds of 
the hyofciamns, inthe fame man- 
ner as that of almonds. 


Or the narcotic powers of the 
hyofciamus fome obfervations have 
already been otfered. ‘This oil, al- 
though an exprefled one, is faid to 
retain thefe virtues; and according- 
ly it has entered the compofition of 
fome anodyne ointments and pla- 
fters. We are however inclined to 
think, that when the fedative power 
of hyofeiamas i is wanted under the 
form of oil, it may be beft obtained 
from impregnating olive oil by the 
leaves of the pase 


OLEUM OVI. 
eee. fo 
Bue oil. 
Take any. quantity of frefh eggs, 
boil them till they be quite hard, 
then take out the yolks, break 
them in pieces, and roaft them 
gently in a frying-pan, till, when 
preffed between the fingers, they 
give out a certain fatnefs;. put — 
| them — 
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them, while warm, into a_hair 
bag, and exprefs the oil. 


THE yolk of the egg is well 
known to be a mild natritious fub- 
flance: but notwithftanding the 
many Virtues at one time attributed 
to it, of being paregoric and ftyptic, 
as externally applied ; and of being 
ufeful in tomach complaints, dyfen- 
tery, and different affections of the 
alimentary canal, when taken in- 
ternally ; it is much to be doutbted 
whether it be in any other way ufe- 
fol in medicine than as an article of 
diet: and we are very uncertain 
whether any particular purpofe in 
medicine will be anfwered by this 
expreffed oil: but as it holdsa place 
in moft of the foreign pharmaco- 
pocias of modern date, it may juftly 
be confidered as defervi ing fome at- 
tention. 

Notwithftanding the juftice of the 
ebfervation made refpecting the 
great fimilarity of exprefled oils in 
general, yet there can be no dobut, 


that in fome inftances they obtaina 


peculiar impregnation. This mani- 
feftly appears in the oleum ricini, 
eleum nucismo{chats, and fome of 
the. others mentioned above. In- 
deed oils. exprefled from aromatic 
fubfiances, in general retain fome 


~ admixture of the effential oil of the 


fubject from which they are ae 
ete Nor is this furprifing, when 
we confider that in fome cafes the 
effential oil exiftsin a feparate fate 
even in the growing plant. 

The rindsof the feveral varieties 


ef oranges, lemons, and citrons, 


yield, by a kind of expredlion, their 
effential oils almoft pure, and nearly 
fimilar to thofe which are obtained 
from them by diftillation, ‘The ef- 


: Expreffed Orls. 


349 


fential oils, in which the fragrance 
and aromatic warmth thefe fruits 
refide, are contained in numerons 
little veficles, which may be diftin- — 
guifhed by thenaked eve, fpread all 


over the furface of the peel. If the 


rind be cut in flices, and the flices 
feparately doubled or bent in dif- 
ferent paris, and {queezed between 
the fingers, the veficles burftat the 
bending, and difcharge the oil ina 
number of fine flender jets. A glafs 
plate being fet upright in a glafs or 
porcelaine veflel, and the flices 
{queezed again the plates, the 
little jets unite into drops upon the 
plate, and trickle down into the 
veffel beneath. But though this 
procefs affords the true native oi], 
in the fame fate wherein it exifled 
in the fubject, unaltered by fire or’ 
other agents, it is not practicable 
to advaniage, unlefs where the 
fruit is very plentiful; as only a 
{mall parce of the oil it contains 
can thus be extracted or collec- 
icd. 2 

The oil is more perfectly fepara- 
ted by rubbing the rind upona lump 
offugar. Thefagar, by the ine- 
qual My of its furface, produces the 
effect of a rafp, in tearing upon the 
oily veficles ; andin proportion as 
the veficles are opened, the fugar 
imbibes the ol. When the out- 
ward partof the lump is fufliciently 
moiftened, it is {craped off, and the 
operation ‘continued on-the froth 
furface. 
with the fogar, is fit for moft of the 
ufes to which it is applied in a fluid 
flatée. Indeed the pure cflential 
oils, obtained by diftillation, are 
often purpofely mixed with fagar, 
to render their ufe the more com, 
modious, 
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SSSENTIAL oilsare obtained on- 
ly from odoriferons fubftances ; 
bat not equally from all of thisclafs, 
Nor in quantity proportionable to 
their degree of odour. Some, 
which, if we were toreafon from 
analogy, fhould feem very well fitted 
for this procefs, yield extremely lit- 
tle oil, and others none at all. Rofes 
and camomile flowers, whofe ftrong 
and lafting f{mell promifes abun- 
dance, are found upon experiment 
to contain but a fmall quantity: the 
violet and jeflamine flower, which 
perfume the air with their odour, 
lofe their fmell upon the gentleft 
codion, and donot afford the leaft 
perceptible mark of oil upon being 
diftilled, unlefs immenfe quantites 
are fubmitted to the operation at 
once; whilftfavin, whofe difagree- 
able fcent extends to no great di- 
ftance,gives out the largeft propor- 
tion of oil of almoft any vegetable 
known. 

Nor are the fame plants equally 
fit for this operation, when produ- 
ced in different foils or feafons, or 
at different times of their growth. 
Some yield more oil if gathered. 
when the flowers begin to fall off 
than atany othertime.’ Of this 
we haveexamples in lavender and 
rue; others, as fage, afford the 
largeft quantity when young, before 


P. 
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they have fent forth any flowers ; 
and others, as thyme, when the 
flowers have juftappeared. All fra- 
grant herbs yielda greater propor- 
tion of oi} when produced in dry 
foilsand warm fummers, than inthe 
oppofite circumftances. On the o- 
ther hand, fome of the difagreeable 
ftrong-fcented ones, as wormweod, 
are faid to contain moft in rainy 
feafons and when growing in moift 
rich grounds. 

SeveRAL of the chemifts have 
been of opinion, that herbsand flow- 
ers, moderately dried, yield a great- 
er quantity of effential oil, than if 

they were diftilled when freth. It 
is fuppofed, thatthe oil being al- 
ready blended, infrefh plants, with 

a watery uid, preat part of itre- — 
mains diffufed through the water af- 
ter the diftillation, divided into par- 
ticles too minute touniteand be col- 
leéted ; whereas in drying, the oily | 
parts, on the exhalation of the moi- 
{ture which kept them divided and 
difperfed, run together into globu- 
les, which lrave little difpofition to 
mingle with watery fluids, and eafily 
feparate from the water employed 


~ in the diftillation. 


This theory, however, does not 
appear to be altogether fatisfactory : 
for though the oil be collected in the 
faubject into diftinct globules, it does 

not 
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not rife in that form, but is refolved 
into vapour, and blended and coagi- 
tated by the heat with the vapour of 
the water; and if the cilin a dry 
plant was lefs difpofed to unite with 
aqueous fluids than in a fretl one, 
the dry ought to yield a weaker in- 
fifion than the frefh; the contrary 
of which is generally found to ob- 
tain. As the oil of the dry plant is 
moft perfectly extradted, and kept 
diffolved by the waterbefore the di- 
ffillation, itis difficulr to conceive 
any reafen why it fhonld have a 
greater tendency to feparate from 
the water afterwards. 
The opinion of dry plants yield- 
ing moft oil, feems to have arifen 
from an obfervation of Hoffman, 
which has probably been mifunder- 
ftood : ‘* A pound (he fays) of dry 
“¢ fpike flowers yields an ounce of 
«’ oil ; but if they were diftilled 
“ freth, they would fearcely yield 
<¢ above half an ounce; and the 
<< cafe is the fame in balm, fage, 
“© &c, The reafon is, that indry- 
«¢ ing, the watery humidity ex- 
‘¢ hales; and as from two pounds 
« of afrefh plant we do not ob- 
«¢ tain above one pound of dry, and 
¢ lictle of the fubtile oil evaporates 
‘¢ in the drying, it follows, that 
<< more oil ought to be afforded by 
«¢ che dry than by thefreth.”’ The 
meaning of which feems to be no 
more than this, that if two pounds 
of a frefh plant are by drying redu- 
ced to one, without any !ofs of the 


oil, then the one pound dry oughe 


to be equivalent to the two frefh. 
A late writer quoges an experiment 
of Neumann, which appears to be 
mifunderftood inthe fame manner ; 
_for Neumann, in the place referred 
to, fays only, thardry wormwood is 
found to yield much more oil than 
an equal weight of the frefh plant. 
Trials are yet wanting in which 
frefh and dry plants have been 
brought to a fair comparifon, by di- 
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viding a quantity of the fubje@ in- 
to two equal weights, and diftilling 
one while frefh, and the other af.’ 
ter it has been carefully and mode- 
rately dried. 

But whatever may be the effec 
of moderate exficcation, it is cer- 
tain, that if the drying be long con- 
tinued, the produce of oi} will be 
diminifhed, irs colour altered, and 
its fmell impaired. 


WiTH regard to the proportion 
of water to be employed, if whole. 
plants, moderately dried, are ufed, 
or the fhavings of woods, as much 
of either may be put into the veffel 
as, lightly prefled, will occupy half 
its caviry ; and as much water may’ 
be added, as will rife up to two- 
thirds its height. The water and 
ingredients, altogether, fhould ne-_ 
ver take up more than three-fourths - 
of the ftill; there fhould be liquor 
enough to prevent any danger ot an 
empyrenuma, but not fo much as tobe 
tooaptto boil over into the recciver. 


Tue maceration fhonld be con. 
tinued fo long, that the water may. 
fully penetrate the parts of the fub- 


ject. Vopromote this efle&, woods 


fhould be thinly thaved acrofs the 
grain, or fawed, roots cut tranf- 
verfely into thin flices, barks reda- 
ced into coarfe powder, and feeds’ 
lightly bruifed. Very compaé and _ 
tenacious fubftances require the 
maceration to be continued a week 
or two, or longer; for thofe of a 
fofter and loofer texture, two er- 
three days are fufficient; whiltt 
fome tender herbs and flowers not 
only ftand not in need of any at all, 
but are even injured by it. : 
Whether the addition of fea-falr, 


which fome have recommended, be 


of any real fervice, is much to be 
doubted, Theufes generally affion- 
ed to it are, to penetrate and antock 
the texture of the fubjech more ef. 
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fectually than fimple water could 
do ; andto preventthe fermentation 
or putrefaction, which the matter is 
apt to run into during the length of 
time for which the maceration is of- 
ten continued. But. fea-fale feems 
rather to harden and condenfe, 
than to foften and refolve, both ve- 
getable and animal fubjects ; and if 
ut prevents patrefaction, it muft, on 
that very account, be rather injuri- 
ous than of fervice. The refolution 
here aimed at, approaches near to 
a beginning putrefaction ; and fa- 
line fubftances, by retarding this, 
prolong the maceration far beyond 
the time that would otherwife be 
neceflary. It isin the power of the 
operator, when he perceives the 
procefs coming near this pitch, to 
put a ftop to it at pleafure, by pro- 
ceeding immediately to diltillation : 
by this means the whole affair will 
be finifhed in avery little time, 
with at Jeaft equal advantage in e- 
very other reipect; provided the 
manual operations of pounding, rafp- 
ing, and the like, which are equal- 


_ ly neceflary in either cafe, be {ci- 


entifically complied with. » 
Bodies of a very vifcous and com- 
pact tefture, were directed, in the 
Edinburgh Pharmacopoeia, to be 
fermented for fome days with a 


alittle yeft; half their quantity of 


water is fuflicient for performing 
the fermentation. As much more 
as is neceflary is to be added after- 
wards before the diftillation. This 
procefs undoubtedly promotes the 


‘yefolution of the fabje@, and the 


extrication of the oil; it rarely 


happens, however, that afliftances 
of this kind are needfal. Particular. 


care muft be had not to continue 
the fermentation too long; or to 
give a bad flavour to the oil by an 
ill-chofen ferment, or ufing too 
large aquantity of any, | 
Some chemifts pretend, that by 
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the addition of falts and acid fpirits, _ 
they have been enabled to gain more 
oil from certain vegetable matters 
than could poflibly be got from them 
without foch affiftance. Experi» 
ments made on purpofe to fettle this 
point feem to prove the contrary ; 
this at leaft is con{tantly found to 
be true, that where there is any 
reafon to think the yield to be great- 


‘er than ufual, the quality of the oil 


is proportionably injured. The 
quantity of true effential oil in ve- 
getables can by no means be in- 
creafed ; and whatis really contain- 
ed in them may be eafily feparated 
without any addition of this kind, 
All that faline matters can do in 
this refpect, is, to make the water 
fufceptible of a greater degree of 
heat than it can faftain by irfelf, 
and thus enable it tocarry up a grofs 
unctuous matter not volatile enough 
to arife with pure water: this 
grofs matter, mingling with the 
pure oil, increafes the quantity, but 
at the fame time muft neceffa- 
rily debafe its quality. And indeed, 
when water alone is made ufe of, 
the oil which comes over about the 
end of the operation is remarkably 
lefs fragrant,and of athicker confif- 
tence, than that which arifesat the 
beginning ; diftilled a fecond time, 
with a gentle heat, itleaves a large 
quantity of grofs almoft infipid re- 
finous matter behind. 


Tue choice of proper inftruments 
is of great confequence for the per- 
formance of this procefs to advan- 
tage. There are fome oils which pafs 
freely over the fwan neck of the 
head*of the common ftill: others, 
lefs volatile, cannot eafily be made 


to rife fo high. For obtaining thefe 


la(t, we would recommend a large 
low head, having a rim or hollow 
canal round it: in this canal the oil 
is detained on its firft afcent, and 

| thence 
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thence conveyed at once into the 
receiver, the advantages of which 
are fufficiently obvious. 

With regard to the fire, the ope- 
rator ought. to be expeditious in rai- 
‘fing i it at firft, and to keep it up, 
during the whole proce(s, of fuch a 
degree that the oil may freely dif- 

til; otherwilfe the oil will be expo- 
fedto an unneceflary heat; acircum- 
{tance which ought as much as pof- 
fible to be avoided. Fire commu- 
nicates to all thefe oils a difagreea- 
ble impreffion, as is evident from 
their being much lefs grateful when 
newly diftilled, than after they 
have ftood for fome time in a cool 
place ; the longer the heat is conti- 
nued, the more alteration it muft 
produce i in them. 
_ The greater number of oils re- 
guire for their diftillation the heat 
of water ftronely boiling ; but there 
are many alfo which rife with a heat 
confiderably lefs; fuch as thofe of 
{emon and citron-peel, of the flow- 
ers of lavender and rofemary, and 
of almoft all the more odorifcrous 
kinds of flowers. We have already 
obferved, that thefe flowers have 
their fragrance much injured, or 
even deftroyed, by beating or brui- 
fing them ; it is impaired alfo by 
the immerfion in water in the pre- 
fent procefs, and the more fo in 
proportion to the continuance of the 
immerfion and the heat: hence 
thefe oils, diftilled in the common 
manner, prove much lefs agreeable 
in fmell thanthe fubject themfelves. 
For the diftillation of fubftances of 
this clafs, another method has been 
contrived ; inftead of being immer- 
fed in water, they are expofed only 
to its vapour. A proper quantity of 
water being pat into the bottom of 
the ftill, the odoriferous herbs or 
flowers are laid lightly in a bafker, 
of fach a fize that it may enter into 
the ftill, and reft againft its fides, 
jut abovethe water. The head be- 
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evident from the {mell, 
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ing then fitted on, and the water 
made to boil, the fteam, percolating 
through he: fubject, imbibes the 
oil, without impairing its fragrance, 
and carries it over into the receiver. 
Oils thus obtained poflefs the odour 
of the fabje@inan exquifite degree, 


and have nothing of the difagreea- 


ble fcent perceivable in thofe diftil- 
led by boiling them in water in the 
common manner. 

It may be proper to obferve, that 
thofe oils which rife with a lefs 
heat than that of boiling water, 
ate generally called; by the chemi- 
cal and pharthacentical writers, light 
oils; and thofe which require the 
heat of water ftrongly boiling, are 
called ponderous. We haveavoided 
thefe expreflions, as they might be 
thought to relateto the comparative 
gravities of the oils ; with which 
the volatility or fixednefs have no 
connection. Olive oil is lighter 
than moft of the eflential oils ; ; but 
the heat requifite to make it diftil 
exceeds that in which the heaviett 
effential oil diftils,confiderably more 
than the heat of boiling water ex- 
ceeds that of ice. : 


THE water employed in the di- 
ftillation of effential oils alwaysim-_ 
bibes fome portion of the oil; asis 
ratte, and 
te which it acquires. Tr can- 

, however, retain abeve a cer- 
tafe quantity ; and therefore, fuch — 
as has been already ufed and almott 
faturated itfelf, may be advantage- 
oufly employed, inftead of common 
water, in a fecond, third, or any 
future diftillation of the fame {nb- 
fee. 

Some late chemical writers re- 
commend, not the water which 
comes over, but that which remains 


in the ftill, ro. be ufed a-fecond 


time. This can be of no fervice ; as 
containing only fuch parts of the ve- 
geta ble as are not capable of arifing 
Lag 
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in diftillation, and which ferve only 
to impede the action of the water 
asamenftruum, and to cee 
‘an empyreuma. 

After the diftillation ef one Aa, 
particular care fhould be had duly 
to cleanfe the worm before‘it be 
employed in the diftillation of a dif- 
ferent plant. Some oils, thofe of 
wormwood and anifeeds for in- 
ftance, adhere to it fo tenacioufly, 
as not to be melted’out by heat, or 
wathed off by water: the beft way 
of cleanfing the worm from thefe, 
is to run a little {pirit of wine 
through it. 


Effential oils, after they are di- 
ftilled, thould be fuffered to ftand 
for fome days, in veflels loofely co- 
vered with paper, till they have loft 
their difagreeable fiery odour, and 
become limpid: then put them up 
in fmall bottles, which are to be 
kept quite full, clofely ftopped, ina 
cool place; with thefe cautions, 
they will retain their virtues in per- 
fection for many years. 

When carelefsly kept, they in 
time gradually lofe of their flavour, 
and become grofs and thick. Some 
endeavour to recover them again 

frer they have undergone this 
change, by grinding them with a- 
bout thrice their weight of com- 
mon falt, then adding a large pro- 
portion of water, and diftilling them 
afrefh: the purer part arifes thin 
andlimpid, poffefling agreat degree 
of the priftine fmell and tafte of the 
oil, though inferior in both refpects 
to what the oil was at firft. ‘This 
rectification, as it iscalled, fucceeds 
equally without the falr: the oils, 
when thus altered, are nearly in the 
fame ftate with the turpentines, and 
other thickened oily juices, which 
readily yield their purer oil in di- 
ftillation with water alone. 

When effential oils have entirely 
Joft their {mel], fome recommend 


\ 
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frefh quantity of the oi] of the fanie : 
plant ; by which means they are 

faid to fatiate themfelves anew with 

the odorous matter, and become en- 

tirely renovated. This practice, 

however, ought doubtlefs to be dif- 

approved, as being no other than a, 
fpecious fophiftication ; for it’can do 

more than divide, between the old 

and the new, the active matter 

which belongs to the new alone. 


Effential oils, medicinally confi- 
dered, agree in general qualities 
of pungency and heat ; in particn- 
lar virtues, they differ as much as 
the fubje@s from which they are 
obtained, the oil being the direé& 
principle in which the virtues, or 
at Jeaft a confiderable part of the 
virtues, of the feveral fubjedts re- 
fide. Thus the carminative virtue 
of the warm feeds, the diuretic of 
juniper berries, the emmenagogue 
of favin, the nervine of rofemary, 
the ftomachic ef mint, the antifcor- 
butic of {curvy-graf{s, the cordial of 
aromatics, &c. are fuppofed to be 
concentrated in their oils. 

_ There is another remarkable dif- 
ference in effentialoils, the founda- 
tion of which is lefs obvious, that of 
the degree of their pungency and 
heat. ‘Thefe are by nomeansin a 
portion, as might be expected, t 
thofe of the fubjectthey were deat: 
from. The oi] of cinnamon, for in- 
flance, is exceflively pungent and 
fiery; in its undiluted ftate itis almoft 
cauttic; whereascloves,a {pice which 
in fab{tanceis far more pungent than 


the other, yields an oil which is far 


lefs fo. This difference feeims to de- 
pend partly upon the quantity of oit 
afforded, cinnamon yielding much 
lefs than cloves, and confequently 


: having 1 its active matter concentra- 


ted into a fmaller volume; partly, 

upon a difference inthenature of the 

active parts themfelves: for though — 
eflentia 


Chap. 6. 
effertial oils contaiti always the fpe- 
cific odour and flavour of their fub- 
jects, whether grateful or ungrate- 
ful, they do not always contain the 
whole pungency; this refides fre- 
guently in a more fixed refinous 
matter, and does hot rife with the 
oil. After the diftilatioti of cloves, 
pepper, and fume other fpices, a part 
of their pungency is found to re- 
main behind: a fimple tincture of 
them in rectified fpirit of wine is 
evén more pungent than their pure 
eflential oils. 

The more grateful oils are fre- 
quently made ufe of for recoticiling 
io the ftomach medicines of them- 
felves difguftful. It has been cuf- 
tomary to employ them as correc- 
tors for the relinous purgatives ; an 
ufe which they do not feem to be 
well adapted to. All the fervice 
they can here be of is to make the 
refin fit more eafily at firft on the 
ftomach: far from abating the irri- 
tating quality, upon which the vi- 
rulence of its operation depends, 
thefe pungent oils fuperadd a frefh 
fiimulus. 

Effential oils are never given a- 
Jone, on account of their extreme 
heat and puagency ; which in fome 
is fo great, that a fingle drop let 
fall upon the tongue, produces a 
gangrenous efchar. They are rea- 
dily imbibed by pure dry fugar, and 
in this form may be conveniently ex- 
hibited. Ground with eight or ten 
times their weight of the fugar, 
they become foluble in aqueous li- 
quors, and thus may be diluted to 
any aflizned degree. Mucilages alfo 
render them mifcible with water in- 
to an uniform milky liquor. They 
diffolve likewife in fpirit of wine; 
the more fragrant in an equal 
weight, and almoft all of them in 
Jefsthan four times their own quan- 
ty; thefe folutions may be either 
_ taken on fayar, or mixed with fy- 
raps, or the like: on mixing them 
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with water, the liquor grows milky, 
and the oil feparates. 

The more pungent oils are em- 
ployed externally againft paralytic 
complaints, nambnets, pains, and 
aches, cold tumours, and in other 
cafes where particular parts require 
to be heated or tiimulated. The 
tooth-ach is fometimes relieved by a 
drop of thefe almoft cauftic oils, re- 
ceived on cotton, and cautioutly in- 
troduced into the hollow tooth. 


OLEUM ESSENTIALE. 


Loud. 
Effential oil of 

i. Anti, Anife 

2. Garui, Caraway 

3. Lavendule, — Lavender 
4. Menthe piperitidis, Peppermint 

5. Menthe fative, Spearmint 

6. Origani, Origanum 

fod alega, Pennyroyal 

8. Rarifmarini, Rofemary 


9. Bacca juniperi, Junip.berry 
10. Radicis faffafras, Saflaf. root. 
Let thefe oils be drawn off by dif- 

tillation, from an alembic witha 
large refrigeratory; but, to pre- 
vent an empyreuma, water muft 
be added to the ingredients ; and 
in this they muft be macerated 
before diftillation. 
The water which comes over with 
the oi] in diftillation is to kept for 
ufe. 3 : 


OLEA ESSENTIALIA. | 
ee Edin. ! 
| | Effential oils. 
Herba menthe fativa, of the herbs’ 
of garden mint. 
—menthe piperitidis, of Peppermint 
—fabing, of Savin. 
Summitatum rofimarini, of the tops 
of rofemary. 
Spicarum florentium lavendule, of 
{pikes of lavender. 
Seminum anifi, of Anifeeds. 
Bacarum juniperi, of janip. berries. 
Radicis faffafras, of Saflafras ba 
Lz i 
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P iperis Jamaicen fis, of Jamaica pep- 


per. - ees 

Thefe are prepared almoft. in the 
fame manner as the fimple diftil- 
led waters, excepting that for 
procuring the oil a fomewhat lefs 
quantity of water is to be ufed. 
Seeds and woody matters are firft 
to be bruifed or fhaved. 
arifes with the water; and as it 
is lighter or heavier, fwims on 
the furface, or finks to. the bot- 
tom, from which it is afterwards 
to’be feparated. 

It is, however, to be remarked, 
that, in preparing tlrefe diftilled 
waters and oils, fo many varieties 
muft neceffarily take place from 
the goodnefs of the fubjeé itfelf, 
its texture, the time of the year, 
and fach like circumftances, that 


a certain and generalrule, which — 


fhould ftrigtly apply te each ex- 
-ample, canfcarcely be id down; 
_ wherefore we have only explained 
the general method, leaving ma- 
ny things to be varied by the 
judgment of the pperater- 


To the direétions for preparing 
thefe effential oils given by the Lon- 
don and Edinburgh colleges, we fhall 


here next fubjoin a few remarks:on 


their medical properties. 


OLEUM SEMINUM ANISI ES- 
SENTIALE. 
| Lond. Edin. 
Effential oil of anifeeds. 
This oil poffeffes the .tafte and 
fmell of the anifeeds in perfection. 
It is one of the mildeft of the diftil- 
ded oils; ¥5 or 20 drops may be ta- 
ken at a time without danger, tho’ 
common practice rarely goes fo far 
as half this number. Its {mell is 
extremely durable and diffufive: 
milk drawn from the breaft after 
» taking it is found impregnated with 
its odour; and poflibly this may be, 
in part, the foundation of the pec- 
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toral virtues ufually afcribed to it: in 
flatulencies and colics, it is faid by 
fome to be lefs effectual than the 
feeds themfelves. 

It is remarkable of this oil, shee it 
congeals, even when the air is not 
fenfibly cold, into a butyraceous 
confiftence : and hence, in the dif- 
tillation of it, the operator ough 


not to be over-folicitous in keeping 


the water in the refrigeratory too 
it behoves him rather to let it 
grow fomewhat hot, particularly to- 
wards the end of the procefs; o- 
therwife the oil congealing, may fo 
{top up the worm, as to endanger 
blowing off the head of the ftill, or 
at leafta confiderable quantity of oi 
will remain in it. 


OLEUM SEMINUM CARUI ES- 
_SENTIALE. : 
Lond. 

Effential oil of caraway feeds. 

The flavour of thisexadtly refem- _ 
bles that of the caraway itfelf. It is 
avery hotand pungent oil; a fingle 
drop is a moderate dofe,. and five or 
fix is a very large one. It is not un- 
frequently made ufe of as a carmi- 
native; and fuppofed by fome to be 
peculiarly ferviceable for promoting 
urine, to which it communicates 
fome degree ‘a its {fmell. 


OLEUM ee LAVENDULA 
ESSENTIAL/E. 
Lond. Edinb. 

Effential oil of lavender flowers. 

This oi] when in perfection, is 
very limpid, ofa pleafant yellowifh 
colour, extremely fragrant, poffef- 
fing in an eminent degree the pe- 
culiar {mell. generally admired in 
the flowers. It is a medicine of 
great ufe, bothvexternally and in- 
ternally, in paralytic and lechargic 
complaints, rheumatic pains, and 
debilities of the nervous fyftem. . 
The dofe is from one drop to five — 
or fix. 


: Laven- 
“i ! 


‘Lavender flowers yield the moft 
fragrantoil, and inconfiderably the 
largeft quantity, when they are rea- 
_ dy to fall off fpontaneoufly, and the 
leaves begin to fhew theimfelves: 
the feeds give out.extremely little. 
‘The flowers. may be-feparated from 
the reftof the plant, by drying it a 
‘little, and then gently beating it: 
they fhould beimmediately commit- 
ted to diftillation, and the procefs 
séonduGed with a well regulated 
gentle heat; too great heat would 
not only change the colour of the 
oil, butlikéwife make a difagreeable 
‘alteration in its {mell. 


-OLEUM MENTH PIPERI- 
TIDIS ESSENTIALE. 
Lond. Edinb. 

LEffential oil of the leaves of pepper- 

ye nt. 

This poffefles the fmell, tafte, 
‘and virtues of the peppermint in 
perfection; the colour is a pale 
_ greenifh yellow. It isa medicine 
-of great pungency and fabtilty: and 
- diffues, almoft as foon as taken, a 
. glowing warmth through the whole 
fyftem. In colics, accompanied with 
great coldnefs, andinfome hyfteric 
‘complaints, it is of excellent fervice. 
-A drop or two are in general a fuf- 
‘ficient dofe. : 


OLEUM MENTHA:SATIVA 
ESSENTIALE. 
Loud. Edinb. 
Effential oil of the leaves of common 
ig EGE oe 
This oilfmells and taftes ftrongly 
ef the mint, but isin both refpects 
‘fomewhat lefs agreeable than the 


herbitfelf..-It is an ufeful ftomachic: 


medicine ; and notunfrequently ex- 
hibited in want of appetite, weak- 
nefs of the {tomach, retching to vo- 
‘mit and other like diforders, when 
‘mot accompanied with heat or in- 
-flammation : two or three drops, or 
‘more are piven for .a dofe. It is 
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likewife employed externally for 
the fame purpofe; and is an ufeful 
ingredient in the ftomachic plafter 
of the flops. » : 


- OLEUM ORIGANI ~ 
ESSENTIALE. 
Lond. 


‘Effential oil of -the leaves of origa- 


WUWL. 
This oil has a very pungent acri- 
monious tafte, and a penetrating 
fmell. Ithasbeen chiefly employed 


‘externally as an errhine, and for 


ealing pains of the teeth. 


-OLEUM.PULEGIT. 
ESSENTIALE. 
Lond. 


Effential oil of the leaves of penny- 


royal. 


-- This oil, in fmell and tafte, re- 
fembles the original plant; 


the 
virtues which it likewife poffefles. 
It is given in hyfteric cafes from 
one to four or five drops. 


-OLEUM ROSIMARINI. 
-ESSENTIALE. 
Lond. Edinb. 
Effential oil of rofemary. 
‘The oil of refemary is drawn 


‘from the plant-in flower. When in 
~perfection, it is very light and thin, 
-pale, and almoft colourlefs; of great 
fragrancy, though -not quite fo a- 


greeable as the rofemary itfelf. tt 


‘is recommended in the -dofe of.a 


few drops, in nervous and hyfteric 
Boerhaave holds it in 
great efteem again{t epilepfies, and 


‘fappreflions. of the uterine purga- 


tions occafioned by weaknels. and 


~ OLEUM baccarom ‘JUNIPERI 


ESSENTIALE. 
Lond. Edinb. 
Effential oil of juniper-berries. 
This oil is a very warm and pun- 
gentone; of a ftrong flavour not 
| 4. 3 an 
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unlike that of the berries. In the 
dole of a drop or two, it proves a 
ferviceable carminative and ftoma- 
chic : in one of 1x, eight,or more, 
ftimulating, detergent, diuretic,and 
emmenagogne; it feems to have 
fomewhat of the nature of the tur- 
pentines, or their diftilled oil ; like 
which i¢ communicates a violent 
{mell to the urine. 

The of of thefe berries refides 
partly in veficles fpread through the 
fabftande of the fruit, and partly in 
little cells contained in the feeds : 
when the berry is dry, and the oil 
hardened into a refinous fubftance, 
it becomes vilible, upon breaking 
the feeds, in form of little tranfpa- 
rent drops. In order therefore to 
obtain this oil to advantage we 
ought, previous to the diftillation, to 
bruife the berry thoroughly, fo as 
to break the feeds, and entirely lay 
open the oily receptacles. 


OLEUM SASSAFRAS 
ESSENTIALE, 
Lond. Edin6. 
Lffential oil of faffafras. | 

This’ is the moft ponderous of all 
the known effential oils, but rifes in 
diftillation with fufficient eafe: it 
appears limpid as water, has a'mo- 
derately pungent tafte, a very fra- 
grant {mell, exactly refembling that 
of the faffafras. It flands greatly 
commended as a fudorific, and for 
purifying the blood and juices : it is 
hikewife fuppofed to be of fervice 
in humoral afthmas and coughis. 
The dofe is from one drop to eight 
or ten; though Geoffroy goesas far 
as twenty. 

The decoction remaining after 
the diftillation of the oil, affords by 
infpiffation an ufeful extraG, of a 
mild bitterifh, fubaftringent tafte. 
Hoffman fays, he has given it with 
great benefit, in dofes of a {cruple, 
as a corroborant in cachedic cafes, 
in the decline of intermitting fe- 
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vers, and for abating bypochon-_ 


driacal fpafms. 


OLEUM SABINA: 
ESSENTIALE, 
Lond. Edinb. 
Effential oil of favin leaves. 
Savin is one of the plants which, 

in former editions of the Edinbyrgh 
Pharmacopoeia, were directed to be 
lightly fermented before-the diftil- 
lation: this, however, is not very 
neceflary ; for favin yields, without 
fermentation, and even without any 
fuch maceratidn, a very large quan- 
tity of oil: the foregoing herb ftands 
more in need of a treatment of this 
kind. The oil ot favinis a cele- 
brated uterine and emmenagogue: 
in cold phlegmatic habits, it is un- 
doubtedly a medicine of great fer- 
vice, though not capable of per- 
forming what it has been often re- 
prefented todo, \ The dofe is, two 
or three drops, or more. 


OLEUM ESSENTIALE. PIPE- 
RIS JAMAICENSIS. 
Edinb. 

Effential oil of Famaica pepper. 
This is a very elegant oil, and 
may be ufed as a iuccedanenm to 
thofe of fome of the dearer fpices. 
It is‘of a fine pale coloar ; in fla- 
vour more agreeable than the oil of 
cloves, and not far fhort of that of 
nutmegs. It finksin water, like 
the oils of fome of the eaftern ee 


OLEUM PETROLEI. 
Lend. 


Oil of fofil tar. 


Dittil foffil tar, the a peiro- 


leum, ina fand heat. 


T xe oil obtained from this tar will 
be more or lefs thin according to the 
continuance of the diftillation ; and 
by its continuance the tar will at 
laft be reduced to a black coal; and 
then the oil will be pretty deep in 

COe 





| 
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‘ diuretic and = fudorific. 
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colour, though perfectly fluid. This 


oi] has a property fimilar to that_ 


of the tinéture of nephritic wood in 
water, appearing blue when looked 
upon, but of an orange colour when 
held betwixt the eye and the light. 
By long keeping it lofes this pro- 
perty. Iris lefs difagreeable than 
fome of the other empyreumatic oils 
which had formerly. a place in our 
pharmacopoeia, fuch as the oleum 
Jateritium, though very acrid and 
ftimulating. 


OLEUM TEREBINTHIN&. 
Lond. 
Oill of turpentine. 

Take of . : 
Common turpentine, five pounds. 
Water, four pounds. 

Diftil the turpentine with the water 
from an alembic of copper. Af- 


ter the diftillationof theoil, what \ 


remains is yellow refin. 


OLEUM TEREBINTHIN: 
RECTIFICATUM. 
Lond. 

Redlified oil of turpentine. 

Take of : 
Oil of turpentine, one pound ; 
Diftilled water, four pints. 

Diftil. 3 | 


- Tue procefs here propofed for 


rectifying this oil, is not only tedious 
but accompanied with danger. For 
unlefs the luting be very clofe, fome 
of the vapour will be apt to get 


through ; and if this catch fire, it 


will infallibly burit the veflels. This 
rectified oil, which in many phar- 
macopoias is ftyled zthereal, does 
not confiderably differ in {pecific 
gravity, {mell, tafte, or medical 
qualities, from the former. 

The {pirit of turpentine, as this 
effential oil has been flyled, is nor 
unfrequently taken internally asa 
And in 


thefe ways it has fometimes a con- 
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fiderable effect when taken even to 
the extent of a few drops only. It 
has, however, been given in much 
larger dofes, efpecially when mixed 
with honey. Recourfe has priuci- 
pally been had to fach dofes in cafes 
of chronic rheumatifm, particularly 
in thofe modifications of it which are 
ftyled fciatica and lumbago. But 
they have not been often fuccefsful, 
and fometimes they have had the 
effect of inducing bloody urine. 


OLEUM ANIMALE. 
Lond. 
‘Animal oil, 
Take of 
Oil of hartfhorn, one pound. 
Diftil three times. 


OLEUM e CORNUBUS REC- 
TIFICATUM, five OLEUM 
ANIMALE. 

Edinb. 

Rettified oil of horus, ot animal oil. 

Take of | | 
Empyreumatic oil, newly diftilled 
from tbe horns of animals as 
much as you will. | 
Diftil with a gentle heat, in ¢ ma- 
trafs furnifhed with a head, as 
long asa thin colourlefs oil comes 
ever, which is to be freed of al-. - 
kaline falt and fpirit by means of 
water. That this oilmay remain 
limpid and good, it ought be put 
up in fmall phials completely fill- 
ed and inverted, having previouf- 
ly, put intoeach phial a few drops 
of water, that on inverting it ~ 
the water may interpofe itfelf be- 
twixt the oil and the mouth of the 
phial. : } : 


THE quantity of oilemployedin 
this procefs fhould be confiderable: 
for it leaves fo much black matter 
behind in the feveral diftillations, 
that itis reduced at laft toa fmall 
portion of its orignal quantity. It 
is faid, that the product is got more 
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lishpid, by mixing the oil with quick-. 
lime into a foft paite 51 
ing down more of the grofs matter 


than would remain without fuch an 
addition. The quicklime may here 


alfo, perhaps, act by abftracting fix- 


edair; tothe abforption of which 
we are difpofed torefer in fome mea- 

_fure the fpoiling of the oil on c%po- 
fure to the atmoiphere. 


the lime keep- 
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This oil was firft introduced by 


Dippelius, whofe name it has fince 
generally born. 

Animaloilsthus reCtifted, are thin 
and limpid, of a fubrle, penetrating, 
not difagreeable fmell and tafte. 
They are ftrongly recommended as 
anodynes and antifpafmodies, in do- 
fes from 15 to 30 drops. Hoffman 
reports, that they procure a calm 
and fweet fleep, which’ continues 
often for 20 hours, without being 


followed by any languor or debiliry, - 


but rather leaving the patient more 
atert and cheerful than before: that 
they procure likewifea gentle {weat, 


without increafing the heat of the 


blood: that given to 20 drops or 
more, 
hoars before the acceflion.of an in- 
termitrent fever, they frequently re- 
move the diforder; and that they 
_ arelikewife a very generous remedy 


in inveterate and chronical epilep- - 


fies, and in convalfive motions, efpe- 
cially if given before the ufual time 
of the attack, and preceded by pro- 
per evacuations. ; 

The empyreumatic oils of vege- 
tables, rectified in the fame manner 
by repeated diftillations, fuffer alike 
change with the animal; lofing their 
dark colour and offenfive fmell, and 
becoming limpid, penetrating, and 
agreeable: in this ftate they are 


‘ fappofed, like the animal oil, to be 


anodyne, antifpatmodic, and diapho- 
retic, or fadorific. [tas obfervable, 
that all the empyreumatic oils. dif- 
folve in fpirit.of wine, and thatthe 
eftener they are rectified or rediftil- 

| | 


ie \ t 


on an-empty ftomach, fix | 
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led they diffove the more readily ; 
a circumftance in which they differ 
remarkably from  effential oils, 
which by repeated diftillations, be- 
come more and more eeu of fo- 
lutions: 

How far thefe erepanihons really 
poffefs the virtues that have been a- 
{cribed to them, has not yet been 
fufficiently determined by experi- 


'énce; the tedioufnefs and trouble 


of the rectification having prevented 
their coming intogeneralufe, or be- 
ing often made. ~They are liable 
alfo to a more material inconveni- 
ence in regard to their medicinal 
ufe, precarioufnefs in their quality 
for how perfectly foever they be 
rectified, they gradually lofe, in 
keeping, the qualities they had re- 
ceived from that procefs, and return 
more and more towards their origi- 
nal fetidne(s. 


OLEUM ET SAL SUCCINI. 
Edinb. . 
Oil and falt of amber. 
Take 
Equal parts of amber reduced to 
a powder and of pure fand. 

Mix them, and par them into a glafs 
retort, ag which the mixture may 
fillone half: then adapt a large 
receiver, and diftil in a fand-fur- 
nace, with a fire. gradually in- 

creafed.. At firft a. fpirit will 
come over, with fome yellow 
oil; then more yellow Oil a-* 
long witha little falr; and upon 
railing the heat, more of the falt, 
with a reddith and black coloured 
oul. 

When the diftillation is finifhed, 
empty the liquor out of the recei- 
ver; and having collected toge- 
ther the falt which adheres tothe 
fides, dry it by gentle preffure 
between the folds of fome fpongy 
paper; then purify it by folu- 
tion in warm water ake by eryf 
wallization. 

OLEUM 
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LEUM ou. RECTIFI- 
| | “Edinb. 

pittil the oil in a glafs retort with 
: fix times its quantity of water till 
e) 


two-thirds of the water have pafs- 


‘ed into the receiver ; then fepa- 


orate the retified ot] fromthe wa- — 


ter, and keep it for ufe in clofe 

{hut veffels. 
ILEUM SUCCINIRECTIFICA- 
TUM. 

Lond. 

Reétified oil of amber. 

Take of 

~ Oil of amber, one pound. 
Diftil three times. 


Tre London college introduce 
their directions for the prepara- 


tion of the fal and oleum fucci-- 


ni at an after part of their work, 
under the head of fales. Here we 
may only obferve, that they di- 
rect it to be prepared from the am- 
ber alone, without the intervention 
of fand. But this makes no effen- 
tial difference in the article when 
Goo 


THE Edinburgh college have re- 


jected what was formerly called the’ 


fpirit, as being nothing elfe than 
the watery parts, fraught with rhe 
inert impurities of the bitumen and 
a very {mall portion of the falt. In 
the difillation of amber, the fire 
muft for fome time be continued 
gentile, fearce exceeding the degree 
at which water boils, till the aque- 
ous phlegm and thin oil have arifen ; 

after which it is to be lowly in- 
creafed. If the fire were urged haf- 
tily, the amber would {well up, and 
rife in its whole fubftance into the 
receiver, without undergoing the 
required decompofition or fepara- 
tion of its parts. When fand or fi- 
wiilar intermedia are mixed with it, 
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it is lefs fubjeét to this rarefac- 
tion, and the fire- may be raifed 
fomewhat more expeditioully ; tho’ 
this little advantage is perhaps more 
than counterbalanced by the room 
which the fand takes up in the re- 
tort. 

Our chemifts generally leave ‘the 
receiver unluted, that it may be oc- 
cafionally removed as the {alt rifes 
and concretes in the neck of the re- 
tort; from whence it is every now 
and then fcraped out to prevent the 
oil from carrying it down into the 
receiver. When a grofs thick oil 
begins to arife, and no more falt ap- 
pears, the diftillation is ftopt, tho’ 
it might, perhaps, be continued : 
longer to advantage. 

Mr Pott informs us (in a curious 
differtation on the falt of amber, 
publifhed in the ninth volume of 
the Memoirs of the Academy of Sci- 


ences of Berlin), that the Profan 


workmen, who prepare large quan- 
tities of this falt for exportation, 
from cuttings and {mall pieces of | 
amber, perform the diftillation with- 
out any intermedium, and in an 
open fire: that {weeping out the fale 
from the neck of the retort being 
found too troublefome, they fuffer 
the oil to carry it down to the re- 
ceiver, and afterwards feparate it 
means of bibulous paper, which im-_ 
bibes the oil, andleavesthefaltdry ; 
which paper is afterwards {queezed : 
and diftilled: that they continue 
the diftillation ull all that can be 
forced over has arifen, taking care 
only to catch the laft thick oi] in a 
feparate receiver; -and that from > 
this they extract a confiderable 
quantity of falt, by fhaking irina 
{trong vefiel with three or four fre (h 
portions of hot water, and evapo- 
rating and cryftallifing the filtered 
waters. : 
. The fpirit of amber fo called, is 
no more than a folution of a fmall 
ibe 
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Portion of the falt in phlegm or wa- 
ter; anc therefore is very properly. 


employed for diffolving the falt in 
order to its cryflallization. 

The falt, freed from as mach of 
the oil as fon; ry paper will imbibe, 
retains fo ninch as to appear of a 
dark brown colour,’ Mr Pott fays; 
the method he has found to fueceed 
befl, and with the tleaft lofs, is, to 
diflolve the falt in hot water, and 
put into the paper, through which 
the foiution is to be filtered, a jittle 
cotton flighily moiftened with oil of 
amber: this, he fays, detains a good 
deal of the oil of the falr, and the 
folution paffes through the mere 
pure. The liquor being evaporated 
with a very gentle fire, as thatof a 
water-bath, and fet to fhoot, the 
firfl cry {tals prove tranfparenc, with 
a flight yellowifh tinge ; but thofe 
which follow are brown, oily, and 
bitter, and are therefore to be fur- 
ther depnrated.in the fame manner. 
The whole quantity of cryftals a- 
“mounts to about one-thirtieth of the 
hae - the ernde amber employ- 
ed. By. fublimation from fea-falr, 
as erey in former editionsof the 
Edinburgh Pharmacopeeia,’ the fale 
is thought to be more perfectly and 
more expeditioufly purified: Mr 
Pott objeGs to fublimation, that a 
- part of the falris decompofed by it, 
a coaly matter being left behind, 
even though the fale was previoully 
purified by cryftallization ; it may 
be prefumed, however, that this 
coal proceeds rather From the burn- 
ing of fome remains of the oily mat- 
ter, than from the decompofition of 
any part of the true falr. 

Pure fale of amber has a penetra- 
ting, fubaftringent acid, tafte, Ik 
diffolves both in water and in recti- 
fied {pirit ; thouch not readily 1 in el- 
ther, and fearcely at all in the Jat- 
ter without the affitance of heat: 
of cold water in fummer, it requires 
for its folution about twenty times 
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~unlefs it was perfectly pure,.a 
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its own weight; of boiling wa- 
ter only about twice its weight. 
Expofed in a glafs veflel, to a 
heat a little greater than. aha of 
boiling water, it firft melts, then 
rifes in a white fume, and con- 
cretes again inthe upper part of the 
glafs into fine white flakes, leaving, 
a little 
eaaly matter behind. It effervefces 

with alkalies both fixed and vola- 
tule, and forms with them: neutral 
compounds, much refembling thofe 
compofed of the fame alkalies and 
vegetable acids. Mixed with acid lie 
guors, it makes no fenfible commo= 
tion. Grovnd with fixed alkaline 
falts, it does not exhale any urinous 
odour. By thefe characters, it is 
conceived this falt may be readily 
diftinguifhed from all the other mat- 


ters that have been mixed with, or 


vended for it. With regard to its 
Virttle, it is accounted aperient, diu- 
retic, and, on account of its retain-. 
ing fome portion of the oil, anuhy- 
fteric : Boerhaave gives it the cha- 
racteriof diureticorum et antihy fteri- | 
corum princeps. Its great price, 
however, has prevented its coming 
much into ufe; and perhaps its real 
virtues are not equal to the opinion 
generally entertained of them. =~ 
The rectified oi] has a flrong bi- 
tuminous fiell,and a pungent acrid 
talte. Given in a dofe of ten or 
twelve drops, it heats, ftimulates, 
and promotes the fluid fecretions: 
It is chiefly celebrated in hyfterical 
diforders, and in deficiencies of the 
Sometimes. it 
is ufed externally, in liniments for. 
weak or paralytic limbs and rheu- 
matic pains. This oil differs from 
all thofe of the vegetable kingdom, 
and agrees with the mineral petro- 
lea, in not being foluble, either in 
its rectified or unrectified flate, by 
fpirit of wine, fixt alkaline lixivia, 
or volatile akaline {pirits; the oil, 
after long digeftion or agitation, fe- 
paraties 
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barating as freely as common oil 
oes from water. 


OQLEUM VINI. 
i, Lond. 

A aha Oil of wine. 
(Take of — 

Alcohol, 

Vitriolic acid, of each one pint. 
Mix them by deprees, and dittil ; 
“taking cave that no black foam 
paffes into the receiver. Separate 
the oily part of the diftilled li- 
quor from the volatile vitriolic 
acid.—To the oily part add as 
much water of pure kali as is fuf- 
ficient to take away the fulphu- 
reous fmell: then diftilthe ether 
with a gentle heat. The oil of 
Wine remains inthe retort, fwim- 
ming onthe watery liquor, from 
which itis to be feparated. 


OL UT  ,  , , 


SoME Caution isrequifite in mix- 
ing the two liquors, that the confe- 
quent’ heat and ebullition, which 
would not only diffipate a part of 
the mixture, but hazard the break- 
ing of the veffel and the hurt of the 
operator, may be avoided. The fe- 
cureft way is to add the vitriolic a- 
cid to the {pirit of wine by a little 
at atime, waiting til the firft addi- 
tion be incorporated before another 
quantity be putin. By this, the en- 
fuing heat is inconfiderable, and 
the mixture is effected without in- 
convenience. 


OLEUM ABSINTHI DE- 
STILLATUM, 
Roff: 
Effential oil of wormwood. 

Let the freth Jeaves of wormwood 

flightly dried be macerated with 

a fufficient quantity of water, 

and then fubjeét to diftillation ; 

and let the oil which comes over 

befeparated from the water which 

accompanies if. 
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Tuts is one of the more yn- 
grateful oils: it {mells ftrongly of 
the wormwood, and contains its 
particular naufeons tafte, but has 
little or nothing of it bitternefs, this 
remaining intire in the decoction 


‘ Jeftafterthediftillation: irs colour, 


when drawn from the frefh herb, 
isa dark green; from the dry, a 
brownifh yellow. This oil is re- 
commended by Hoffman as a mild- 
anodyne in {pafmodic contractions: 
for this purpofe, he directs a dram 
of it to be diffolved in an ounce of 
rectified {pirit of wine, and feven 
or eight drops of the mixture taken 
for a dofein any convenient vehi- 
cle. Boerhaave greatly commends 
in tertain fevers, a medicated liquor — 
compofed of about feven grains of 
this oil sneer firft with a dram of 
fagar, then with two drams of the 
falt.of wormwood, and afterwards 
diffolved in fix ounces of the diftil- 
led water of the fame plant: two 
hours before the fit is expected, the 


patient is to bathe his feet and legs 


in warm water, and then to drink 
two ounces of the liquor every quar- 
ter of an hour till the two hours are 
expired: by thismeans, he fays, 
all cafes of this kind are generally 
cured with eafe and fafety, provi- 
ded there be no fcirrhofity or fu pu- 
ration. The oil of wormwood is_ 
employed chiefly asa vermifuge ; 
and for this purpofe is fometimes 
both applied externally to the belly 


‘and taken internally ; it is moft 


conveniently exhibited in the form 
of pilis, which it may be reduced 
into by mixing it with crum of 


bread. 


In the fame manner with the o- 
leum abfinthii, the following oils, 
mentioned on the authority of the 
pharmacopoeia Roflica, are alfo di- 

rected to be prepared, | 


OLEUM 


sag 
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OLEUM AURANTII COR- 
TICUM. ; 
Effential oil of orange-fkins. 


OLEUM CORTICUM LIMO- 
NUM. 
Effence of lemons. 

Of theie effential oils, as exifting 
ina feparate ftate in the growing 
vegetable, we have already offered 
fome obfervations. They are obtain- 
ed in avery pure ftate by diftilla- 
tion. They arenow rejected from 
our pharmacopoelias, being employ- 
ed rather as perfumes than as medi- 
cines. This is particularly the cafe 
with the effence of lemons, whichis 
a pleafant oil, of a fine fmell, very 
near as agrecableas thatof the freth 
peel; it is one of the lighteft and 
moft volatile effential oils we have, 
perfectly limpid, and almoft colour- 
Jefs. It is taken in dofes of two or 
three drops, as a cordial, in weak- 
nefs of the {tomach, &c. tho’ more 
frequently ufed asa perfume. It 
gives a fine flavour to the officinal 
{piritus volatilis aromaticus of the 
Edinburgh college, or the fpiritus 
ammoniz compofitus, as it is now 
ftyled by that of the London: and 
it may be remarked, that it enters 
this formula of both colleges, ai- 
though neither of them has givenit 
a place among their preparations, 
probably as it is one of thofe articles 
which the apothecary rarely pre- 
pares for himfelf. When foap is 
given in the form of pills, ‘by the 
addition of a few drops of this oil 
they are thought to fit more eafily 
on the ftomach. 3 


OLEUM CARYOPHYLLO.- | 
RUM AROMATICORUM 
ESSENTIALE. 
Rofl 
Effentiat oil of cloves. 
‘Shis oil is fo ponderous as to 


\ 
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fink in water, and is not eafily ecle-- 
vated in diftillation : if the water: 
which comes over be returned on) 
the remaining cloves, and the di-- 
ftillation repeated, fome more oill 
will generally be obtained, though: 
much inferior in quality to the firft., 
The oil of cloves is ufuaily defcribed| 
as being ‘‘ in tafte exceffively hot! 
*“ and fiery, and of a gold yellow: 
€¢ colour.” (Boerh. proceff.) Such: 
indeed is the compofition which we: 


receive under this name from Hol-- 


land ; but the genuine oil of cloves; 
is one of the milder oils: it may be: 
taken with great fafety (duly dilu-. 
ted) to the quantity of ten or twelve: 
drops or more. Nor is its colour at: 
all yellow, unlefs it has been long ' 
and carelefsly kept, or diftilled by 
too violent a fire : when in perfec- 
tion, itis limpid and colonrlefs, ofa 
pleafant, moderately warm and 
pungent tafte, and avery agreeable 
fmell, much refembling that of the 
fpiceitfelf. The Dutch oilof cloves. 
contains a large quantity of exprefs- 
ed oil, as evidently appears upon 
examining it by diftillation. This, 
however, cannot be the addition to 
which it owes its acrimony. Afmall 
proportion of a refinous extrac of 


cloves communicates to a large one 


of otl a deep colour, and a great 
degree of acrimony, he ee 


OLEUM CHAMOMILLI FLO- 

RUM. 
oot . 
Effential oil of camomile. 

An oil of camomile had formerly 

a place in our pharmacopoeias made 

by infufion of the recent plant, and 

its flowers in olive oil ;-and again 

feparating it by preflure after im- 

pregnating it with the adtive parts 

of the plant by heat. This, how- 

ever, was intended only for exter- 

nal application; but the effential 

oil is meant to be-ufed internally. 

At 





ftrong Phe ful {mell, refem- 
bling that of the flowers : its colour 
is yellow, with a caft of greenifh or 
brown. It is fometimes given in the 
dofe of afew drops, as a carmina- 
tive, in hyfteric diforders, and like- 
wife asa vermifuge : it may be con- 


yeniently made into pills with 


erumb of bread. 


OLEUM CINNAMOMI COR- 
TICIS. 
Roff. 
Oil of cinnamon. 

This valuable oil isextremely hot 
and pungent, of a moft agreeable 
flavour, like that of the cinnamon 
itfelf. In cold languid cafes,and.de- 


bilities of the nervous fyitem, it is. 


one of the moft immediate cordials 
and reftoratives.. The dofe is one, 
two or three drops; which muft 
always be carefully diluted by the 
mediation of fugar, &c; for fo 
great isthe pungency of this: oil, 
that a fingle drop let fall upon the 
tongue, undiluted, produces, as Bo- 
erhaave obferves, a gangrenous ef- 
char. In the diftillation of this 
oil a fimart fire is required ; and the 
low head, with a channel round 
it, recommended for the diftilla- 


~uon of thelefs volatile oils, is parti- 


cularly neceflary for this, Which j is 
one of the leaft volatile, oe which 
is afforded by the fpice in ex- 
ceeding small quantity. The di- 
{tilled water retains no fmall por- 
tion of the oi}; but this oil being 
very - ponderous, great part of it 


- fubfides from the water, on ftand- 


ing for two or three weeks ina cool 
place. 


OLEUM SEMINUM FCENI.- 
CULI ESSENTIALE. © 
Roff. 
Effential oil of fennel feeds, 
The oilobtained from {weet fen- 
nel feeds is much more elegant and 
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agreeable than that of the com- 

mon fennel. Itis one of the mildeft 
of thefe preparations ; it is nearly of 
the fame degree of warmth with 
that of annifeeds ; to which it is 
likewife fimilar in flavour, though 
far more grateful. It is givenfrom | 
two or three drops to ten or twelve, 
as acarminative, in cold indifpoli- 
tions of the ftomach ; andin fome 
kinds of coughs for Lees eX- 
pechoration: 


OLEUM LIGNI RHODII 
ESSENTIALE. 
Koff. 
Effential oil of rhodium. 

This oil is extremely edoriferous, 
and principally emplofed as a per- 
fume in fcenting pomatums, and the 
like. Cuftom has not as yet recei- 
ved any preparation of this elegant 
aromatic wood into internal ufe a- 
mong us. 


OLEUM DISTILLATUM 
MACIS,: 
Roff. 
F "flential oil of mace. 

The effential oil of mace is mode- 
rately pungent, very volatile, and 
of a {trong aromatic {mell, like that 
of the fpice itfelf. It is thin and 
limpid, of a pale yellowifh colour, 
with a portion of thicker and dark-. 
er coloured oil at the bottom. This 
ojl taken internally to the extent of 
a few drops, is celebrated in vo- 
miling, fingulras, and colic pains 5 : 
and in the fame complaints it has 
alfo been advifed to be applied ex- 
ternally to the umbilical region. It 
is, however, but rarely to be met 
with in the fhops, 


OLEUM MAJORANZ 
ESSENTIALE. 
Roff. 
Effential otf of marjoram leaves. 
This oil is very hot and penetra- 
ting, in flavour not near fo agree- 
“able 


hike 4s wi tas 
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able as the marjoram itfelf ; when 
in perfection, it is of a pale yellow 
colour ; by long keeping, it turns 
reddih: if diftilled with too great 
a heat, it arifes of this colour at 
firft. It is fuppofed by fome to be 
peculiarly ferviceable in relaxations, 
obfiructions, and mucous difcharges 
of the uterus: the dofe isone or two 
drops. 


OLEUM NUCIS MOSCHATA 
 ESSENTIALE. 
off. 
Effential oil of nutmegs. 

The effential oil of nutmegs pof- 
feffes the flavour and aromatic vir- 
tues of the fpice in an eminent de- 
gree. Itis fimilar in quality to the 
oil of mace, but ert lefs 
grateful, 


OLEUM RUT AZ ESSEN- 
Aa 1S Vd Oe oe, 
Rolf. 

Effential oil of rue leaves. 

The oil of “rue has a very acrid 
tafte, and a penetrating fmell, re- 
a fembling that of the herb, but ra- 
' ther more unpleafant. Ir i$ fome- 
times made ufc of in hyfteric difor- 
_ ders andasananthelmintic; and al- 
fo in epilepfies proceeding from a 
relaxed ftate of the nerves. 
' Rue yields its oil very fparing- 
ly. The larpeft quantity is ob- 
tained from it when the flowers 
are ready to fall off, and the feeds 
begin to fhow themfelves: fuit- 
able maceration, previous tothe di- 
ftillation, is here extremely necef- 
fary. 


OLEUM DISTILLATUM 
SATURELE. 
Roff. 
Lffential oif of favory. . 
Savory yiclds on diftillation a 
fmail quantity of effential oil, of 
great fubtility and. volatility; ‘and 
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itis unqueftionably an cone article, 


but among us it is: not employed ‘ 


in medicine, e 


f -OLEUM DISTILLATUM. 
TANACETI., 
Kole 
Effential oil of tanfy. 


Tanfy yields on diftillation an oil 


ofa gr eenifh colour inclining to yel- 


_ low. It fmells ftrongly of the herb, 


and poffe es at leaf{t its aromatic 
property in 2 concentrated itate. 


OLEUM CER. . 
2 Daa. 
Oilof wax. 
Melt yellow bees-wax with twice its 
quantity of fand, and diftil ina 


retort placed in a fand-furnance. . 


At firft an acid liquor arifes, and 
afterwards a thick oil, which 
{ticks in the neck, of the retort, 
unlefs it be heated by applying 
live coal. This may be rectified 
into a thin oil, by diftilling it fe- 
veral times, without addition, in 
a fand-heat. 


BoerRHAAvE directs the wax, cut 
in pieces, to be put into the retort 
firft, fo as to fill one half of it; 
when as much fand may be poured 
thereon as will fill the remaining 
half. This is a neater, and much 
Jefs troublefome way, than melting 
the wax, and mixing #t with the 
fand before they are put into the 
retort. The author abovemention- 
éd highly commends this oil againft 
roughnefs and chaps of the fkin,and 
other like purpofes: the college of 
Straiburgh fpeak alfo of its being 
given internally, any fay it is a 
powerful diuretic (ingens diureti- 


cum) in dofes from two to four or _ 
more drops; but its difagreeable 


fmell has prevented its coming into 
ufe among us. 
The number of effential oils which 


have 
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and Edinburgh pharmacopoeias, and 
Hkewife in the foreign ones of mno- 
dern date, is much: leis confiderable 





till retained afford afufficient varie- 

ty of the moreadtive and ufeful oils. 
‘Moft of the oils mentioned above, 
particularly thofe which havea piace 
in the London and Edinburgh phar- 
macopoeias,are prepared by our che- 
“4nifts in Britain, and are eafily pro- 
curable ina tolerable degree of per- 
feGion: But the oils from the more 
expentive fpiceries, though (till in- 
troduced among the preparations in 
the foreign pharmacopoeias, are, 
when employed among us, ufually 
imported from abroad. 

Thefe are frequently fo much a- 
dulterated, that it is not an eafly 
maiter to meet with fuch as are at 
all fit for ufe. Nor are thefe adul- 
rerations eafily difcoverable. The 
groffer abufes, indeed, may be rea. 
dily detected: thus, f the oil be 
mixed with fpirit of wine, it will 
turn milky on the addition of wa- 
ter; if with expreffed oils, redtified 
fpirit will diffolve the effential, and 
leave the other behind ; if with oil 
of turpentine, on dipping a piece 
of paper in the mixture, and drying 
it with a gentle heat, the turpen- 
tine will be betrayed by its {mell. 
But the more fubtile artifts have 
contrived other methods of fophifti- 
cation, which elude all trials of this 
kind. _ 

Some have looked upon the fpe- 
cific gravity of oils asa certain cri- 
terion of their genuinenefs ; and ac- 
cordingly we have given a table of 
the gravity of feveral, This, how- 
ever, is not to be a), depend- 
ed on: for the yenuine oils, obtain- 
ed from the fame fubjects, often 
differ in gravity as much as thofe 
drawn from different ones. Cinna- 
mon and cloves, whofe oils ulnally 
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iNave now @ place in the London . 


nd perhaps thofe 
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fink in water, yicld, if flowly and 
warily diftilled, an oil.of great fra- 


grancy, which isneverthelefs fpeci- 
fieally lighter than the aqueous fluid 
employed in the diftillation of it 5 
whilft, on the other hand, 


the laft 
ronnings of fome of the lighter oils 
prove fometimes fo pondcrous as to 
fink in water. 

As all eflential oils agree in the 
general properties of folaubilicy in 
{piritof wine, indiflolubility in wa- 
ter, mifcibiliry with water by the 
intervention of certain intermedia, 
volatility in the heat of boiling wa- 
ter, &c. it is plain that they may | 
be varioufly mixed with each other, 
or the dearer fophifticated with the 
cheaper, without any poflibility of 
difeovering the abuse by any trials 
of this kind. ‘And, indeed, it 
would net be of much advantage to 
the purchafer, if he had infallible 
criteria of the genuinenefs of every 
individual oil. Itis of as much im- 
portance that they be good, as that — 

they be genuine ; tien genuine oils, 
from inattentive diftillation and jong ~ 
and carelefs keepi ng, are efien 
weaker both in fmell and taite than 
the common fophiflicated ones. 

The {mell and tafte feem. to be 
the only certain tefts of which the 
nature of the thing wil admit. If 
a bark fhould have in every refpect 

the appearance of good cinnamon, © 

and fhould be proved ind) fputably 
to be the genuine bark of the cin+ 
namon tree; yet if it want the 
cinnamon flavonr, or has it but ina 
low degree, we rg ect it; and the 
cafe is the fame wi a the oil, It is 
only from ufe and habit, or compa- 
rifous with {pecimens of known qua- 

lity, that we can judge of the soou - 
nee either of the dragsth emielves 
ot of t their oils.’ 

Moff of the effential oils indeed, 
are too hot and pangent to be ta- 
fafety ; aud the fmell of 

ai the 


fed W ith 


_ the fubje& is { much concentrated 
in them, that a fmall variation in 


this refpeét is not eafily diftinguifh- | 
ed: but we can readily dilute thent - 
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rth 


all made by a pound of fixteen 
ounces, it was thought expedient to 
fet down the matter of fa& in the 


original weights; efpecially as the 


to any aflionable degree. A drop» feveral materials, inthe large quan- 


of the oil may be diffolved in fpirit 
of wine, or received on a bit of fu- 
gar, and diflolved by that interme- 
dium in water. The quantity of 


liquor which it thus impregnates” 


with its flavour, or the degree of 
flavour which it communicates to a 
certain determinate quantity, will 
be the meafure of the degree of 
- goodnefs of the oil. 

We fhall here fubjoin the re- 
fult of fome experiments, fhow- 
ing the quantity of effential oil ob- 
tained from diferent vegetables, re- 
duced into the form of a table. 
The firft column contains the names, 


nao? the refpective vegetable fub- 


ftances ; the fecond, the quantity of 
each which was fubmitted to the 
diftillation ; and the third, the quan- 
tity of oi] obtained. In every other 
pare of this book, where pound 
weights are mentioned, the Troy 
pound of twelve ounces is meant: 
but thefe experiments having been 


tity commonly required for the di- 
{tillation of oils, are purchafed by 
weights of the fame kind. But to 
remove any ambiguity which might 
arife from hence, and enable the 
reader to judge more readily of the 
yield, a reduction of the weights is 
given in the next column; which 
fhows the number of parts of each 
of the fubjects from which one part 
of oil was obtained. To each ar- 
ticle is affixed the author’s name 
from whom the experiment was ta- 
ken. Thedifferentdiftillationsof one 
fubject, feveral of which are infert- 
ed in the table, fhow how variable 
the yield of oil is, and that the ex- 
otic {pices, as well as our indigenous 
plants, do- not always contain the 


fame proportion of this aétive prin- 


ciple ; though it muft be obferved, 
alfo, that part of the differences 
may probably rife from the opera- 
tion itfelf having been more or lefs 
carefully performed, ae 
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Tasre of the Quantity of _ 


Agallochum wood 


Angelica root: — - 
Anifeed > 
Anifeed - 
Anifeed - 
Afafoetida = 
Calamus aromaticus 
Calamus aromaticus 
Caraway feeds > 
Caraway feeds - 
Caraway feeds - 
Caroline thiftle root 
Cardamom feeds 
Carrot feeds - 
Cafcarilla __ - 
Camomile flowers 


Common camomile flowers 
Wild camomile flowers 
Wild camomile flowers 
Chervil leaves, freth 


Cedar-wood = 
Cinnamon - 
Cinnamon - 
Cinnamon - 
Cinnamon - 
Cinnamon - 
Clary feeds - 


Clary in flower, freth 


Cloves - 


Cloves*-a< s 


~ Cloves - 


Copaiba balfam - 


Copaiba balfam 
Cummin-feed | 
Dictamnus Creticus 
Dill-feed . = 


_ Elecampane root 


Elemi Z - 


Fennel-feed, common 


Fennel-feed, {weet 


_ Galangal root - 


Garlic root, frefh 
Ginger - 


Horferadith root, rol» 


Hy flop leaves - 
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bufh. 21. 02. 
lb. | 30 gra. 
lb. 2 0Z 

lb. gi lee. 
lb. E oz 

OZ. t. fer 
bufh. 18 oz 

Ib. | bara 
Ib. | 30 gra 
1B. I dra 
Oz. | | IS gra 
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suTiaL Orn obtained from different 


{ 320 |Hof. 
128 Carth. 
be 2 \Neum. 
48 Lewis. 
ie 4 \Lewis. 
2 |\Neum. 
| 3 Hoff. 
192 |Neum. 
32 \Lewéiss 
282\Lewis. 
atiiLewis. 
153 |Neum. 
24 |\Neum. 
171 |Lewés. 
| 128 |Carth. 
256 \Garth. 
153 |Lewis. 
384 IGarth, 
307 |Lewis. 
t 2304 iNeu Whe 
64 |Mar g 
128 |Salal 
153 |\Neum. 
85: \Lemery 
64 \Carth. 
451 Carth. 
256 |Lewis, 
504 Lewis. 
Teichy, . 


185 

















fo that one part of oil obtained from 
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Neun. 
Neu. 


Neum. 
Hy flop 
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Hy flop leaves - 
Hyfiop leaves - 
Hy flop leaves, frefh 
Hy flop leaves, frefh 
Hyflop leaves, frefh 
Juniper-berries - 
Juniper-berries - 
Lavender in flower, frefh 
Lavender in flower, freth 
Lavender in flower, freth 
Lavender flowers, freth 
Lavender flowers, dried 
Lavender flowers, dried 
Lavender flowers, dried 
Broad leaved lavender 
flowers, dry 
Lovage-root ~ - 
Mace - ° 
_ Mace = - 
Marjoram in flower, frefh 
Marjoram in flower, frefh 
Marjoram in flower, freth 
Marjoram leaves, freth 
Marjoram leaves, dried 
Matterwort root - 
_ Milfoil flowers, dried 
- Mint in flower, freth 
Mint leaves, dried 
Peppermint, freth 
“Myrrh - - 
Myrrh . ee 
Nutmegs > - 
Nutmegs - - 
Nutmegs = : 
Natmegs - - 
Nutmegs - - 
Parfley “feeds - 
Parfley leaves, freth 
Parfnip feeds | - 


j 


t |b. } 


f-Ab, 


2 cw: 


To ly.” 
30 |b. 


8 |b. 
tbe 
48 lb. 
30 |b. 
E32 1b, 
2 |b. 
4 |b, 
2 |b. 
4 |b. 
4 |b. 
r Ib. 
x 1b; 
r 1b, 
1 jb. 
8 Jb. 
£4: |b, 
34 Ib. 


: 18ilb. 


4 tb. 
t lb. 
14 Ib. 
6 |b. 
4 Ib. 
4 |b. 
x Ib. 
¥ Jb 
rt lb: 
1 lb. 
x Ib. 
r Ib. 
rt Ib. 
2 |b. 


238 |b. 


8 ib. 


Pennyroyal in HOWE: “ tS, of 
b. 


Black pepper 

Black pepper oo 
Black pepper -— 
Black pepper s 
Black pepper 
Pimento . - 

~ Rhodium wood - 
Rhodium wood - 
Rhodium wood : 
Rhodium wood’ - 


2 
rt 1b. 
r lb. 
i ib. 


6 Mh. 


I OZ. 
x lb. 
a Tb. 
x Ib. 
r lb. 





SBN barre 


yielded of effential oil 





RES RETA GEESE EN REST pT = 












7 oe 7 Tee ae 


A] oo 


— 
hb O AN VW WO 


wp} A a] 4 Alo 


mee HOO Gb AM ON Sw Pt 


vy 
& O 


ae pl 


af 


Vo 
WWNW OCWHARYD AQDN NHN ASH HW NW 


dra. 
OZ. 
dra. 
dra. 
OZ. 
dra. 





Qu. 
= 
rt) 
(RRS 2 een ear Sc yc) ees TO SS EE (oe eres 


fo that one part of oil was obtained from | 





° e ° 
OE ee ces ee 








Preparations and Compofitions. 
{ tt dray) 


TEI pe 


: Part If. 
(. 8s \Carth. 


| 
| 
|| 











Aaa 








INL REET SOLS PTT 





ree 


64 |Garth. 
597 |Lewis. 
427 \Lewis. 
427 \Lewis. 
422\Hoff. 
422\Carth. 
64 |Lewis. 
72 |\Lewis. 
403 jLewis. 
64 |Hoff. 
32 |Lewis. 
32 |Hof. 
21;|Hof. 
64 |Hoff. 
64 |Carth. 
428 (Carth. 
252\ Neum. 
21;\Carth, 
347 |Lewis. 
493 j;Lewis. 
362 |Lewis. 
592 |Lewis. 
64 |Hoff. 
256 |Neum. 
448 |Neum. 
177 |Newm. 
425| Hoff. 
I 703 Hoff. 
64 Hoff. 
423|Neum. 
16 |Hof. 
16 |Geoff. 
2 |Neum. 
pe Sala. 
arth, 
ae Carth. 





1904 |Garth, 


512 |Carth, 
277 \Garth. 
42;|Carth,. 
82 |Neum. 
96 |Carth. 
128 | Heifter 
256 IGeof. 
rh | Neowr, 
4231 Neunz. 
64 Sala. 
42> Sala, 
427\Garth. 
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Rhodium wood 


Rofemary in flower 
Rofemary leaves — 
Rofemary leaves 
Rofemary leaves 
Rofemary leaves 
Rofemary leaves 
Rofemary leaves, frefh 


Rofes _- 
Rofes ei ee 
Rofes ~ 
Rue - 
Rue < 
Rue in flower 
Rue in flower 


Rue with the feeds 


Saffron = 


Sage leaves 


Sage in flower, frefh 
Sage of virtue in flower 
Sage of virtue in flower 


Saffafras - 
Saffafras - 
Savin - - 


Saunders, yellow 


Smallage feeds, 


Stechas in flower, freth 
Thyme in flower, freth 
Thyme in flower, dry 


Lemon-thymein flower,frefh) 51 ‘Ib. 
Lemon-thymein flower,frefh) 98 Jb. 
Lemon-thyme, dried a ‘little 104 Ib. 


Wormwood leaves, dry 
Wormwood leaves, dry 
Wormwood leaves, dry 


Zedaary. - 


4. Ib. 
18 Ib. 
as th, 
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( 128 |New. 
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32 \Carth. ~ 
224 |\Lewitax 
64 |Sala. 
422\Sala. 
tai |Neum. 
128 {Garth 
82 iGarth. 
224 |Lewis. 

3200 |Tachen, 

1600 jHomb. 
768 |Hoff. 
640 |Hoff. 
320 |Hoff. : 
512 Hof. 
507 |Hoff. 
384 |Hof. 
852 Vogel. 
97 \Garth, 
544 |\Lewite™ 
576 \Lewis. 
681 lLewis. 
55: jtdoft. 
48 |Neum. 

6:\ Hoff. j 
64 \Garth. — 

154 |Neum. 
368 |Lewis. — 
652 |Lewis. 
293 |Lewis. — 
653 |\Lewis. — 
627 |Lewis. — 
555 |Lewis. 7 
64 |Lewis. 
192 |Lewis. 
114 |\Lewis. 
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ACIDUM VITRIOLICUM DI- 
LUTUM. 
Lond. 
Diluted or weak vitriolic acid, 
Take of | 
Vitriolic. acid, one ounce by 
weight; 
Diftilled water, eight ounces by: 
weight. 
Mix them by degrees. 


rejected it from the preparations, 
and introduced it only into the lift 
of the materia medica. 

When, however, itis of the degree 
of concentration there required, it 
canbe employed for very few pur- 
pofes in medicine. The moft fimple 
form in which it can be advantage- 
oufly employed internally, is that in 
which it is merely diluted with wa- 


. ter; andit‘is highly proper that 


ACIDUM VITRIOLICUM 
_ TENUE, vulgo SPIRITUS 
VITRIOLI TENUIS. 
Rdin.. 


Weak vitriolic acid commonly eall- 


ed weak /pirit of vitriol. 
Take of 
Vitriolic acid, one part; 
Water, feven parts. 
Mix them. 


In the former editions of our 
pharmacopeoeias, directions were. ¢i- 
ven for the preparation of the vi- 
triolic acid by the apothecary him- 
felf, under the heads of Spiritus& 
Oleum Vitrioli, Spiritus Sulphuris 
per campanam, &c: But as it is 
now found that all thefe modes are 
expenfive, and. that this acid may 
be furnifhed at a cheaper rate from 


the trading chemifts preparing it 


upon a large fcale, it is with pro- 


priety that both colleges haye now 


there fhould be fome fixed ftandard 


- in whichtheacid in this {tate fhould 


be kept. It is, however, much to 
be regretted, thatthe London and 
Edinburgh colleges have not adopt- 
ed the fame ftandard with refpedct to 
ftrength; for in the one, the {trong 
acid conftitutes an eighth; and in 
the other, only a ninth of the mix- 
ture. The former proportion, which 
is that of the Edinburgh college,. 
weare inclined to prefer, as it gives 
exactly adram of acid to the ounce; 
but the dilution by means of dilftil- 
led water, which is directed by the 
London, ispreferable to fpring-wa- 
ter; which, even in its pureft ftate,. 
is rarely free from impregnationsin 


part affecting the acid. 


_ The acid of vitriol is the moft 
ponderous of allthe liquids we ar¢ 
acquainted with, and the moft 
powerful of the acids. If any other - 
acid be united with a pee | 
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falt or earth, upon the addition of 
the vitriolic, fuch acid will be dif- 
lodged, and arife on applying a mo- 
derate-heat, leaving the vitriolicia 
pofleflion of the alkali; though 
without this addition it would not 
yield te the mof{t vehement fire. 
Mixt with water, itin{ftantly creates 
ereat heat, infomuch that glafs vef- 
fels are apt to crack from the mix- 
ture, unlefs it be very flowly per- 
formed : expofed to the air, it im- 
bibes moifture, and foon acquires a 
remarkable increafe of weight. In 
medicine, it is employed chiefly as 
fubfervient to other preparations: it 
is likewife not-unfrequently mixed 
with juleps and the like, ia fuch 
quantity as will be fufficient to give 
the liquor an agreeable tartnefs with 
the intentions of a coeling antifep- 
tic, reftringent, and ftomachic. 

It is particularly ufefal for allay- 
4ng inordinate aCtionsof theftomach, 
when under the form of fingultus 
or vomiting ; but its medical pro- 
erties have already been mention- 
ed under the article Acipum Vitri- 
olicum in the materia medica. 


ACIDUM NITROSUM. 
Lond. 
Nitrous acid. 
Take of 
Purified nitre, by weight, fix- 
ty-nine ounces; 
Vitriolic acid, by weight, twen- 
ty-nine ounces. 
Mix and diftil. 


Tue fpecific gravity of this is to 
the weight of diftilled water as 
1,550 tO 1,000. 

ACIDUM NITROSUM,. vulgo 

SPIRITUS NITRI GLAU- 

 BERI. 
Edinb. 
Nitrous acid, commonly called G/au- 
er’ 5 [pirit of nitre. 


One rise | a.  e  S n ee R ee 
hf % y= 


-triolic acid; 
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Take of 
Pureft nitre, bruifed, two pounds; 
Vitriolic acid, ore pound. 

Having put the nitre into a glafs 
retort, pour on it the fpirir; then 
diftil in a fand-heat, gradually 
increafed, till the iron fand-pot 
becomes of.a dull red colour. 


HERE the vitriolic acid expels 
that of the nitre, in red cortrofive 
vapours, which beginto iffue imme- 
diately upon mixture; and which the 
operator ought camtioufly to avoid. 
A pound .of acid of vitriol is fufi- 
cient to expel all the acid from about 
two poundsof nitre, not from more: 
fone direct equal parts of the two. 
The {pirit, in either cafe, is in qua- 
lity the fame; the difference in this. 
refpect, affeting only the refiduum. 
if two paris of nitre be taken to 
one of acid of vitriol, the remain- 


ing alkaline bafis of the nitre is 


completely faturated with the vi- 
and .the refult is a 
neutral falt, the fame with vitri- 
olated tartar, as we fhall.fee here- 
after. If more nitre be ufed, a part 
of the nitrein fubftance will remain 


blended with this vitriolated falt.: 
if lefs-nitre, it cannot afford alkali 


enough to faturate the vitriolic acid, 
and the refiduum will not be a neu- 
tral falr, buta very acid one. In 
this laft cafe there is one conveni- 
ency ; the acid falt being readily dif- 
foluble in water, fo as to be got out 


without breaking the retort, which 


the others are not. 


ACIDUM NITROSUM DILU- 
TUM. 
Lond. 
Diluted or weak nitrous acid. 
Take of 
Nitrous acid, 
Diftilled water, each one pound. 
Mix them. 
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ACIDUM NITROSUM 
TENUE. 
Edinb. 
Weak nitrous acid. 
Take of 
Nitrous acid, 
Water, equal weights. 


Mix them, taking care to avoid the 


"noxious Vapours, 


Iw the old editions both of the 
London and Edinburgh pharmaco- 
peeias, directions were given for the 
preparation of aquafortis fimplex 
and duplex; but thefe were no 
more than different forms of pre- 
paring an impure nitrous acid, unfit 
for medical purpofes. They are 
therefore, with propriety, fuper- 
feded by the more fimple formule 
of acidum nitrofum, and acidum ni- 
trofum dilutum, orteriue, mentioned 
above. In making the diluted acid, 
diftilled water is preferable to com- 
ion water. 7 

The vapours feparated during 
the mixing of nitrous acid and Wwa- 
ter, are the permanently elattic fluid 
called nitrous acid air, which is de- 
leterious to animal life. 

The acid of nitre is next in 
ftrength to the vicriolic, and dif- 
lodges all others front alkaline 
falts or earths. It differs from all 
the other acids i deflagrating with 
inflammable matters: if a folution 
of any inflammable fubftance, as 
harthhorn, &¢. in this acid be fet to 
evaporate, as fuon as the matter 
approaches to drynefs, a violent de- 
tonation enfues, The chief nfe of 
this acid is as a menftruum for cer- 
tain minerals, and as the bafis of 
fome particular preparations to be 
méntioned hereafter. It has been 
given likewife, diluted with any 
convenient vehicle, as a diuretic, 
froin ten to fifty drops. 


ACIDUM MURIATICUM., 
Lond. 


Preparations and Compofttions. 


Take of 
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Part. ITI. 
Muriatic acid. 


Dry fea-falt, ten pounds ; 
Vitriolic acid, fix pounds ; 
Water, five pounds, 

Add, by degrees, the vitriolic acid, 
firtt mixed with the water, to the 
fale; than diftil. 


Tre fpecific gravity of this is 


to that of diftiiled water as 1,17¢ 


to I yCO0s 


ACIDUM MURIATICUM, 
vulgo SPIRITUS SALIS 
MARINI. 

Edinb, 

Muriatic acid, commonly called 


Spirit of fea- -falt. 


Sea-falt, two pounds ; 
Vitriolic acid, 
Water, each one pound. 

Let the falt firft be put into a pot, 
and brought toa red hear, that 
the oily inipurities may be con- 
fumed; then commit it to the. 
retort. Next mix the acid with 
the water, and when the mixture 
has cooled, pour it upon the falt. 
Laftly, difti] in fand with a mid- 
dling heat, as long as any acid 
comes over. 


“Take of 


THE marine, or muriatic acid, 
arifes, not in red fumes like the ni- 
trous, but in white ones. The ad- 
dition of water is more neceflary 
here than in the foregoing procefs ; 
the marine vapours being fo vola- 
tile, as fearcely to condenfe without 
fome adventitious humidity. The a- 
cid of vitriol is moft conveniently 
mixed with the water in an earthen 
or ftone-ware veflel: for unlefs the 
mixture be made exceedingly flow- 
ly, it grows fo hot as to endanger 
breaking a glafs one. : 

The {pirit of fea-falt is the weak- 
eftof the mineral acids, but {flronger 
than any of the vegetable: It re- 

quires 
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quites a greater fire to diftil it than 
that of nitre, yet is more readily 
diffipated by the ation of the air. 
Ic is ufed chiefly as a menftraum for 
the making of other preparations ; 
fometimes, likewife, it is given, 
properly diluted, as an antiphlogif- 
tic, aperient, and diuretic, from ten 
to fixty or feventy drops. 


ACETUM DISTILLATUM. 
Ct aOR 
Diftilled vinegar. 
b Pake oF 
Vinegar, five pints. 


Diftil with a gentle fire, in glafs . 


veffels, fo long as the drops fall 
free from empyreuma. 


Edin. 
Let eight pounds of vinegar be di- 


{tilled in glafs veffels with a gen- 


tle heat. Let the two firft pounds 
that come over be thrown away 
as containing too much water ; 
let four pounds next following be 
referved as the diftilled vinegar. 
What remains isa fiill ftronger 
acid, but too much acted on by 
the heat. 


Turs procefs may be performed 
either in a common ftill with its 
head, or in aretort. The better 
kinds of wine-vinegar fhould be 
made ufeof: thofe prepared from 
malt liquors, however fine and clear 
they may feem to be, contain a 
large quantity of a vifcous fubftance, 
as appears from the fliminefs and 
ropinefs to which they are very 
much fabject: this not only hin- 
ders the acid parts from arifing 
freely, but likewife is apt to make 
the vinegar boil over into the reci- 
pient, and at the fame time difpofes 
it to receive a difapreeable impref- 
fion from the fire. And indeed, 
with the beft kind of vinegar, if the 
diftillation be carried on to any great 
length, itis extremely difficult to 
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avoid an empyreuma. The beft 
method of preventing this inconve- 
nience is, if aretort be made ufe of, 
to place the fand but a little way 
up its fides, and when fomewhat 
more than half the liquor is come 
over, to pour on the remainder a 
quantity. of frefh vinegar equal to. 
that of the liquor drawn off. This 
may be repeated three or four times; 
the vinegar fupplied at each time 
being previoufly made hot. The 
addition of cold liquor would not 
only prolong the operation, but al- 
fo endanger breaking the retort. 
If the common {till be employed, ir 
fhould likewife be occafionaily fup- 
plied with frefh vinegar in pro- 
portion as the fpirit runs off ; and 
this continued until\the procefs can 
be conveniently carried no farther: 
The diftilled fpirit muft be rectified 
by a fecond diftillation in a retort 
or glafs alembic ; for although the 
head and receiver be of glafs or 
{tone ware, the acid will contract 
a metallic taint from the pewter 
worm. “ 

The refiduum of this procefs is 
commonly thrown away as ufeleis, 
athough, if fkilfully managed, it 
might be made to turn to good ac- 
count; the moft acid parts of the 
vinegar {till remaining init. Mix- 
ed with about three timesits weight 
of fine dry fand, and committed te 
diftillation in a retort, with a well- 
regulated fire, it yields an exceed- 
ing flrong acid {pirit, together with 
an empyreumatic oil, which taints 
the fpirit with a difagreeable odour. 
This acid is neverthelefs, without 
any rectification, better for fome 
purpofes (as a little of it will goa 
great way) than the pure fpirir; 
particularly for making the fal din- 
reticus or kali acetatum of the Lon- 
don college; for there the oily mat- 
ter, on which its ill flavour depends, 
is burnt out by the calcination. 


The fpirit of vinegar isa purer 
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and ftronger acid than vinegar it- 
felf, with which it agrees in other 
- refpects, The medical virtues of 
thefe liquors inay be feen in the 
Materia Medica, under the article 
AcetTum, page 116. Their prin- 
cipal difference from the mineral 
acids conf{i{ts in their being milder, 
lefs ftimulating, lefs difpofed to at- 
fect the kidneys and promote the 
urinary fecretions, or to coagulate 
the animal juices. 
after the diftillation in glafs-veffels, 
tho’ not ufed in medicine, would 
doubtlefs prove a ferviceable deter- 
gent faponaceous acid; and in this 
light it flands recommended by 
Boerhaave. 


ACETUM CONCENTRA- 
TUM. 
Suec. 
Concentrated vinegar. 

Let white-wine vinegar be frozen 
in a wooden veffel in cold winter 
weather; and let the fluid in 
the middle feparated from the ice 
be preferved for ufe. This may 
be confidered as fufficiently ftrong 
if one dram of it be capable of 
faturating a {cruple of thefixed 
vegetable alkali, 


Tats isa very eafy mode for ob- 
taining the acid of vinegar in a con- 
centrated ftare, and freed from a 
confiderable proportion of its wa- 
ter. But at the fame time we do 
not thus obtain the acid either fo 
much concentrated, or in fo pure a 
{tate as by the following procefs. 


ACIDUM ACETOSUM. 
Lond. 
Acetous acid. 

"Take of 3 

Verdegris, in coarfe powder, two 

pounds, 

Dry it perfectly by means of a wa- 
ter-bath faturated with fea-falr ; 
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then diftil in a fand-bath, and 
after that diftil the liquor. 


Its {pecific gravity is to that of di-- 
{tilled water as 1,050 to 1000. 


By this procefs it may a readily 
concluded that we obtain the ace- 
tous acid in its moft concentrated 
ftate, and with the leaft admixture 
of water. And after there-diftilla- | 
tion, it may alfo be fuppofed that it 
will be free from all mixture of the 
copper. But the internal ufe of it 
has been objected to by fome, on 
the fuppofition that it may ftill re- 
tain a portion of the metal; and 
hitherto it has,we believe, been but 
little employed. 


ACIDUM TARTARI CRYS-. 
TALLISATUM. 
Sue. 
C ON acid of tartar. 

Take of 

Prepared chalk, frequently wath- 

ed with warm water, two 

pounds ; : 

Spring water, thirty-two pounds. 
After flight boiling, by degrees add 

of cream of tartar feven pounds, 

or as much as is fufficient for fa- 

turation. Removing the. veflel 


from the fire, let it ftand for half 


_an hour, then cautioufly pour the 
_ clear liquor on the furface into a 
glafs veffel. Wafhthe refiduum 
or tartarous {elenites by pouring 
water upon it three or four times. 
_To the refiduum afterwards add 
of weak vitriolic acid fixteen 
pounds, let itbe digefted for a 
day, frequently agitating it with 
a wooden fpatula. After this 
pour the acid liqnor intoa glafs 
veffel: But with the refiduum mix 
fixteen pounds of {pring water : 
Strain it through paper, and a-. 
gain pour water upon the refi- 
dugm till it become infipid. Let 
| the. 


‘Chap. 7. 
the acid liquors mixed together 
in a glafs veflel be boiled to the 
confiftence of athin fyrup ; which 
being ftrained, muft be fet apart 
for the formation of cryflals. Let 
thecryftals collected after repeat- 
ed diftillations be dried upon pa- 
per, and afterwards kept in adry 
place. 

If before cryftallization a little 
of the inf{piffated acid liquor be ¢i- 
uted with four times its quanti- 
ty of pure water,and a few dropsof 
vinegar of litharge be put into it, 
a white fediment will immediate- 
ly be depofited. If a few drops 
of thediluted nitrous acid be then 
added, the mixture will become 
limpid if the tartarous liquor be 
pure andentirely free from the 
vitriolic acid; bur if it be not, it 
will become white. This fault, 
however, may be corrected, if the 
acid of tartar be diluted with fix 
pounds of water anda few oun- 
ces of the tartarous felenites ad- 
dedtoit. After this it may be 
digefted, ftrained, and crytital- 
lized. : 


By this procefs, the acid of tar- 
tar may be obtained ina pure folid 
form. It would; however, be per- 
haps an improvement of the pro- 
cefs, if quicklime be employed in 
place of chalk. For Dr Black has 
found that quicklime abforbs the 
whole of the tartarous acid, and 
then the fupernatant liquor contains 
_ only the alkaline part of the tartar; 
_ whereas when chalk is employed, it 
contains a folution of foluble tartar, 
the chalk obtaining only the fupera- 
bundant acid. By this method then 
a preater quantity of tartarous acid 
might be obtained from the fedi- 
ment. ‘The tartarous acid has not 
hitherto been much employed in its 
pure flate. But befides being ufe- 
ful for fome purpofes in medicine, 
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for which the cream of tartar is at 
prefent in ufe, and where that fuper- 
{aturated neutral may belefs proper, 
there is alfo reafon to fuppofe, that. 
from the employment of the pure 
acid, we fhould arrive at more cer- 
tainty in the preparation of the an- 
timonium tartarizatum, or tartar ¢- 
metic, thanby employing thecream 
of tartar, the proportion of acid in 
which varies very much from diffe- 
rent circumftances. The pure acid 
of tartar might alfo probably be em- | 
ployed with advantage for bringing 
other metallic fubilances to a faline 
fate. 


ACIDUM TARTARI DI- 
STILLATUM., 
Sue. 
Diffilled acid of tartar. 

Let pounded crude tartar be put in- 
to.a tubulared earthen or iron re- 
tort rill it fills about two-thirds of 
it, and let diftillation be perform- 
ed by gradually increafing the 

heat. Into the recipient, which 
fhould be very large, an acid li- 
quor will pafs over together with 
the oil; which. being feparated 
from the oil, mult again be diftil- 
led from a glafs retort. 

If the refiduum contained in the 
earthen or iron retort be diluted 
with water ftrained through pa- 
per and boiled to drynefs, it gives 
what is called the alkali of tartar. 
If this do not appear white, it 
may become fuch by burning, 
folution, ftraining, and evapora- 
tion, 


Turs is another mode of obtain- 
ing both the acid and alkali of tar- 
tar in a pretty pure ftate, and, as 
well asthe former, it is not unwor- 
thy of being adopted into our phar 
macopoeias. 





Sil Rey (et FOES 


378 
AQUA AERIS FIXI. 
Rofs. 
Aerated water. 
Let {pring water be faturated with 
the fixed air, or aérial acid, ari- 


fing from a folution of chalk in 


vitriolic acid, or in any fimilar a- 
cid, Water may alfo be impreg- 
nated by the fixed air ariling 
from fermenting liquors. 


Tue aerial acid, of which we 
have already had occafion to make 
fome obfervations, (vide page 65), 
befides the great influence which it 
has as affecting different faline bo- 
dies into the compofition of which 
it enters, is alfo frequently employ- 
ed in medicine, with a view to its 
own action on the human body. 
The late ingenious Dr Dobfon in 
his Commentary on Fixed Air, has 
pointed out many parpoles for which 
it may be ulefully employed, and 
feveral different forms under which 
it may be ofed. But there is no 
form under which -it is at prefent 
more frequently had recourfe cothan 
‘that of a€rated or mepbitic water, 
as it has often -been called. And 
although not yet received either into 
the London or Edinburgh pharma- 
copoeias, it is daily employed in 
practice, and is we think juftly in- 
titled to a place among the faline 
preparations. 

The moft convenient mode of 
impregnating water with the aerial 
-acid, and thus having it in our 
power to exhibit thay acid as it 
were ina diluted ftate, is by means 
of a well. known and fufficiently 
fimple apparatus, contrived by that 
ingenious philofopher Dr Nooth. 
Such a machine ought, we think, 
to be kept in every fhop for the 
more ready preparation of this fluid. 

Water properly impregnated with 
the acrialacid,has anagreeable aci- 
~ dulous taite, ‘Ie is often employed 
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common drink, by thofe who are 
fubjeéted to iftomach ailments, and 
by calculous patients. But, befides 
this, it furnifhes an excellent vee 
hicle for the exhibition of many o-: 
ther medicines. 

Befides the imple aérated water, 
the Pharmacopecia Roffica contains, 
alfo an aqua aéris fixi martialis, or 
ferruginous aéraied water, This is: 
prepared by fufpending iron wiresin 
that water till the water be fully | 
faturated with the metal. Andini 
confequence of this acid, fimple wa-. 
ter becomes a menftruum both for: 
different metallic and earthy fab-. 
ftances. But water in this ftate: 
may be confidered.rather as fitted . 
for thofe purpofes for which chaly-. 
beates are in ufe, than asa pre- 
paration of the a€rial acid. 7 


SAL ET OLEUM SUCCINI. 
Lond. 
Salt and oil of sei 

Take of 
Amber, two pounds. 

Diftil in a heat of fand, gradually 
augmented: an acid liquor, eil, 
and falt fouled with oil, will a- 
fcend. . 


Or this article we have already 
offered fome obfervations under the 
head of Effential Oils. The direc- 
tions here given by the London col- 
lege differ chiefly from thofe of the 
Edinburgh college. formerly men- 
tioned, in no fand being employed : 
But when care was taken that the 
fand be pure, it can give ne inipro- 
per iinpreynation to the medicine, 
and may prevent fome inconvenien- 
ces in the diftillation, particularly 
that of the amber rifing in fubflance 
into the receiver. 


SAL SUCCINI PURIFICA- 
“'US. 
Rae Lov: 
Purified falt of amber. 
a ere Take 


Chap. ‘. 


Take of | 
Salt of amber, half a pound ; 
Distilled water, one pint. 

Boil the falt in the diftilled water, 
and fet afide the folution to cry- 
ftallize. | 


Sait of amber when perfedly 
pure, is white, of an acid taite, and 
not ungrateful. It requires for its 
folution, of cold water, in fum- 
mer, about twenty times its weight; 
of boiling water about twice its | 
weight; it is fearcely foluble in 
re@ified fpirit without the afliftance | 
of heat. 


Ir is given as acooling diuretic” 


in dofes of a few grains, andalfoin 
hy{terical complaints. 


FLORES BENZOES. 
Edinb. 
Flowers of Benzoine. 
Take of 
Benzoine, in powder, one pound, 
Put it into an earthen pot placed in 
fand; and, with a flow fire, fub- 
lime the flowers into a proper 
cone fitted to the pot. 
If the flowers be of a yellow co- 
lour, mix them with white clay, 
and fublime them a fecond time. 


FLORES BENZOINI. 
Edinb. 

Pat any quantity of powdered ea 
zoife into an earthen » pot, : 
which, after filling it Cas a 
large conical paper cap, apply a 
gentle heat that the flowers may 
fublime. If the flowers be im- 

 pregnated with oil, ler them be 
purified by folution in warm wa- 
ter and cryftallization. 


BENZOINE, expofed in a retort 
toa gentle fire, melts and fends up 
intothe neck white, fhining cryftal- 
jine flowers, which are followed by 
any oily fubftance, Thefe flowers, 


salts. | ys in 


which are at prefent confidered asa 


| peculiar acid, are by fome termed 


acidum benzoicum. On raifing the 
heat a little (a recipient being ap- 
plied to the neck of the retort) a 
thin yellowifh oil comes over, inter- 
mingled with an acid liquor, and 
afterwards a thick butyraceous tub- 
ftance: this laft, liquefied in boiling 
water, gives out to it a confiderable 
quantity of faline matter (feparable 
by filtration and proper exhalation), 
which appears in all refpects fimilar 
to the flowers. 

It appears, therefore, that the 
whole quantity of flowers which 
benzoine is capable of yielding, 


cannot be obtained by the above 
proceffes, fince a confiderable por- 
tion arifes after the time of their 
being difcontinued. 
part of the flowers arife with alefs — 
degree of heat than what is necef- 
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fary to elevate the oil; but if theo- 
peration be <haftily condnéted, 
or if the fire be not exceedingly 
gentle, the oi] will arife along with 
the flowers, and render them foul. 
Hence in the way of trade, it is ex- 
tremely difficult to prepare them of 
the reqnifite whitenefs and purity ; 
the heat which becomes neceflary, 
when large quantities of the ben-— 
zoine are employed, being fo great. 
as to force over fome of the oil a- 
long with them. 

In order, therefore ,to obtain thefe 
flowers in perfection, only a {mall 
quantity of benzoine fhould be put 
into the veflel at a time ; and that 
this may not be any impediment to 
the requifite difpatch, a number of 
hallow, flat-bottomed, earthen difh- 
es may be employed, each fitted 
with another veflel inverted over it, 
ora paper cone. With thefe you 
may fill a fand furnace; having » 
frefh difhes charged in readinefs to, 
replace thofe in the furnace, as foon 
as the procefs fhall appear finifhed 
inthem: the refiduum of the ben- 

zoine 
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zoine fhould be feraped out of each 
of the veffels before a frefh parcel 
be put in. 

Thefe fowers, when made in per- 
fection, have an ‘apreeable tafte and 
fragrant {mell. “They totally dif- 
folve in fpirit of wine; andlikewife, 


_ by the afliftance of heat, in water ; 


but feparate again from the latter 
upon the liquor’s growing cold, 

shooting into faline fpicula, which 
unite together into irregular mafles. 
By the mediation of fugar they re- 
main fufpended in cold water, and 
thus form an elegant balfamic fy- 
rup. Some have held them in great 
eftcem as pectoral and fadorific, in 
the dofe of half a fcruple or more: 
but the prefent practice rarelymakes 
ufe of them, on account of the of- 


. fenfive oil which, as ufually prepa- 


red, they are tainted with, and from 
which a freth fublimation from to- 
bacco-pipe clay, as formerly practi- 
fed, did not free them fo effectually 
as might be wifhed. The obferva- 


tious above related,. point out the- 


method of deparating them more 
perfectly, viz. by folution, filcra- 
tion, aud cry{tallization. 

They enter the compofition ofthe 
paregoric elixir, or tinctura opil 


camphorata, as it is now called. 


SAL TARTARL 
Edinb.” 
Salt of tartar. 


‘Take of 


Tartar, what quantity you pleafe. 
Roll it up in a piece of moift bibu- 
lous paper, or put it into a cru- 
cible, and furrounding it with live 
coals, burn it into a coal; next, 
having beat this coal, calcine it 
jn an open crucible with a mid- 
dling heat, taking care that it 
do not melt, and continue the 
calcination till the coal becomes 
of a white, or at leaft of an ath 
colour. Then diffolve i in warm 
water ; {train the liquor through 
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a cloth, and evaporate it in’ ¢} 
cléan iron veflel ; diligently ftir: 
ring it towards the end of the 
procefs with an iron fpatula, te 
prevent it from fticking to the 
bottom of the veffel. A very) 
white fale will remain, which is: 
to be left a little longer on the: 
fire, till the bottom of the vefel: 
becomes almoft red. Laftly,, 
when the falt is growncold, let it’ 
be putapin glafs vedlels well thut. 


Native tartar is a faline fub-- 
fiance, compounded of an acid, of | 
a fixt alkali, and of oily, vifcous, 
and colouring matter. The parpofe | 
of the above procefs is, to free it 
from every other matter but the fix- 
edalkali. From the miftaken notion, 
that tartar was effentially an acid 
mixed only with impurities, it has 
been generally fuppofed that the 
effect of this operation was the con- 
verfion of an acid into an alkali by 
means of heat. But fince Mr 
Scheele has difcovered, that the 
proper matter of tartar, freed from 
the oily and colouring parts, is real- 
ly a fale compounded of an acid, 
which is predominant, anda fixt al- 
kali, we have no farther need of fuch 
an obfcure theory. The acid of the 
tartar by this procefsis diflipated by 
means of the heat ; and the oily, 
vifcous, and colouring matters, are. 
partly diffipated, and partly brought 
to the flate of infoluble earthy mat- 
ter, eafily feparable by the future 
lixtviation from the alkali, where- 
with they were loofely combined. 
But by the laft of thefe proceffles, 
fomething fartheris carried on than 
the feparation of the more palpable 
foreign matters. By allowing the 
falc, freed from the water of the lix- 
iviam, to remain upon the fire till 
the hottom of the veffel become al- 
moft red, any oily matter that may 


-ftill be prefent feems to be decom-. 


pofed by the united action of the 
heat 


> 





a 


Alape yp. 3. 
heat and fixt alkali forming witha 
‘part of the latter, by their reciprc- 
cal adtion, a volatile alkaline fal:, 
forthwith difcharged in elaftic vi- 
pours. Befides the complete di- 
charge of the above principles, the 
remaining fixt alkali alfo fuffers a 
confiderable lofs of its fixed air, or 
aérial acid ; with which, when fuly 
fatarated, it forms the imperf:& 
neutral falt, denominated by Dr 
‘Black, zild fixed alkali; onthisac- 
‘count it is fomewhat cauftic, canfi- 
derably deliquefcent, and in propor- 
‘tion to its poffefling thefe properties 
more or iefs, it more or lefs nearly 
approaches to the ftate of pure alka- 
li. Iris not, however, fo effectually 
deprived of fixed air as to be faf- 
ficiently cauftic for a number of 
purpofes. Where canfticity is not 
required, the falt thus purified is a- 
bandantly fit for moft pharmaceuti- 
cal purpofes: but as a mative tartar 
generally contains fmal] portions of 
neutral {alts befides the foreign mat- 
‘ters already noticed, it is receffary, 
if we with to havea very pure alka- 
li for nice operations, to employ cry- 
ftallization, and other means befide 
the procefs here directed. 
- The white and red forts of tartar 
‘are equally fit for the purpofe of 
making fixt falr; the only difference 
is, that the white affords a fome- 
what larger quantity than the other ; 
from fixteen ounces of this fort, up- 
wards of four ounces of fixt alkaline 
falt may be obtained. The ufe of 
the paper is to prevent the {maller 
dieces of the tartar from dropping 
down into the afh-hole, through the 
interftices of the coals, upon firft 
injecting it into the furnace. 

The calcination of the falt (if the 
artar was fufficiently burnt at firft) 
oes not increafe its ftrength fo 
much as is fuppofed: nor is the 
reenifh or blne colour any certain 
mark either of its ftrength, or of its 
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having been, as was formerly fup- 
pofed, long expofed to a vehement 
fire : for if the crucible be perfectly 
clean, clofe covered, and has flood 
the fire without cracking, the fale 
will turn out white, though kept 
melted and reverberated ever fo 
long: whilft, on the other hand, a 
flight crack happening in the cruci- 
ble,or a {park of coal falling in,fhall 
ina few minutes give the falt theco- 
Jour admired. The colour in effed, 
is amark rather of its containing 
fome inflammable matter, than of 
its ftrength. 

The vegetable alkali prepared 
from tartar has now no place in the 
London Pharmacopeeia, or at leaft 
it is included under the following 
article. 7 


KALI PRA PARATUM. 
Lond, 

Prepared kal:, 
Take of | 
Pot-ath, two pounds; é 

Boiling diftilled water, three pints, 

Diffolve and filter through paper; 
evaporate the liquor till a pe!licle 
appears on the furface; then fer 
it afide fora night, that the neu- 
tral falts may cryftallize; after 
which pour out the liquor, and 
boil away the whole of the water, 
conftantly. flirring, left any fale 
fhould adher€ to the pot. ; 

In like manner is purified impure 
kali from the afhes of any kind of 
vegetable, 

The fame falt may be prepared from 
tartar burnt till it becomes of ag 
afh colour. aaa 


SAL ALCALINUS fixus VE- 
GETABILIS PURIFICA. 
TUS. 


Edinb. 
Fixed vegetable alkaline falt” pu- 
rifted. 


Let the fixed alkaline falt, called in 
F Binge 
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Englith pear/-afhes, be put into 
a crucible, and brought to a 
fomewhat red heat, that the oily 
impurities, if there be any, may 
be confumed; then having beat 
and agitated it with an equal 
weight of water, let them be 
well mixed. 
have fubfided, pour the ley into 
a very clean iron pot, and boil to 
drynets, diligently ftirring the 
falt towards the end of the pro- 
cefs, to prevent its flicking to 
the veffel. 

This falt, if it hath been rightly pu- 
rified, tho’ it be very dry, if bear 
with an equal weight of water, 
can be diffolved into a liquor void 
of colour or fmell. 


Tre potafh ufed in commerce is 
an alkali mixed with a confiderable 
quantity of remaining charcoal, ful- 
phur, vitriolated tartar, and oily 
matter. In the large manufactories, 
the alkaline part is indeed confider- 
ably freed from thefe impurities by 
mixing the weed-afhes with water, 
evaporating the clear ley, and burn- 
ing the remaining part in an oven; 
but. befides that this procefs is in- 
fufficient for the complete feparation 
of the impurities, it alfo fuperadds 
a quantity of {tony matter, giving 
tothe alkali the pear/ appearance 
(whence its name) ®and rendering 
ic altogether unfit for pharmaceuti- 
cal purpofes. By the proceffes here 
directed, the alkali is effectually 


freed from all thefe heterogeneous. 


matters, excepting perhaps a fmall 
proportion of vitriolated tartar, or 
other neutral falt, which may very 
generally be negleéted. Asin this 


procefs no after calcination is direc- 


ted, it is probable that the fixed al- 
kali hus prepared will not prove fo 
caufti¢,, that is to fay, is not fo 
confiderably deprived of fixed air, 
asin the procefs directed for pree 
paring the Jal tartari. Itis, how- 
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jurpofes; and we confider the a-— 
ove procefs as the moft convenient 
d cheap method of obtaining the 
vegetable fixed alkali, in its mild 
ale. 


| 

\Tne purified vegetable alkali, 
his been known in our pharmaco- 
porias under the different names of 
fa) abfinthit, fal tartari, &c. But 
all thefe being now known to be at 
botom the fame, the terms, as lead- 
ing to error, have been with juf- 
tice expunged; and it has beena 


defideratum to difcover fome fhort — 


name equally applicabletothe whole. | 
The term employed by the Edin- 
burgh college is too long, being ra- | 


thera defcription than a name. But 
to that employed by the Londoncol- © 
lege, Kali, objections have alfobeen — 
made. And it muft be allowed, that — 


befides the inconveniences which a-_ 
rifes from its being an indeclinable 
word, the foflil alkali is equally en- 
titled tothe fame appellation. Be- 


fides this, as a confiderable portion — 
of the fofil alkali is prepared from — 


burning 2 vegetable growing’ on — 


the fea coafts, which has the name 


of kali, the kali fpinofum of Linne- — 
us, fome apparent contradiction and — 
And — 


ambiguity from thence arife. 


the London college would perhaps — 
have done better, if they had adopt- — 
ed the term Pota//a; a name which © 


has been appropriated to this falt by _ 


fome of the moft eminent modern — 


chemitts. 


The purified potaffa is frequently 


employed in medicine, in conjunc-_ 
tion with other articles, particularly 
for the formation of faline neutral 
draughts and mixtures : Bat it is u- 
fed alfo by itfelfin dofes from three 
or four grains to fifteen or twenty 3 


and it frequently operates as a powe : 


erful diuretic, particularly when 
aided by proper dilution. 
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AQUA KALI. 
Loud. 
Water of kali. 
Take of 
Kali, one pound. 
Set it by ina moift place ull itbe 
diflolyed, and then ftrain it. 


Tuisarticle had a place in former 
editions of our pharmacopoeias un- 
der the titles of /ixivium tartari, li- 
guamen falis tartaris, oleum tartart 
per delignium, &c. It is, however, 
to be confidered asa mere watery 
folution of the mild vegetable alkalt, 
formed by its attracting moifture 
from the air; and therefore it is 
with propriety ftyled the aqua kali. 

The folutions of fixtalkaline falts, 
effected by expofing them toa moift 
air, are generally looked upon as 
being purer than thofe made by ap- 
plying water direGily: for though 
the falt be repeatedly diflolved in 
water, filtered, and exficcated ; yet 
on being liquefied by the humidity 
of the air, it will flill depofite a por- 
tion of earthy matter: but it muft 
be obferved, that the exficcated falt 
leaves always an earthy maiter on 
being diflolved in water,as wellas on 
being deliquated in the air. Whe- 
ther it leaves more in the one way 
than in the other, is not determined 
with precifion. The deliquated lix- 
ivium is faid to contain nearly one 
part of the alkaline fait to three of 
an aqueous fluid. tis indiiferent, 
in regard to the lixiviom itfelf, 
or the falt extracted from them, be 
ufed ; butas the afhes leave a much 
greater quantity of earth the fepara- 
tion of the ley proves more trouble- 
fome. 
| The aqua kali of the prefent edi- 
(tion of the London pharmacopoeia 
)then may be confidered as an im- 
|/provement of the lixivium tartari of 

\their former edition. Bute the Ed- 
linburgh college confidering thisfolu- 
}eion as being in no refpect different 
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from that made by pure warer, have 
entirely rejected this preparation 
from their pharmacopoeia, and pro- 
bably with juftice. 


AQUA KALI PURI. 
‘ Lond, 
Water of pure kali. 
Take of a 
Kali, four pounds ; 
Quick-lime, fix pounds ; 
Diftilled water, four gallons. 
Pat four pints of water to the lime, 
and Jet them ftand together for 
an hour; after which, add the 
kali and the reft of the water; 
then boil for a quarter ofan hour: 
fuffer the liquor to cool, and 
ftrain. A pint of. this liquor 
ought to weigh fixteen ounces. 
If the liquor effervefces with any 
acid, add more lime. 


A preparation fimilar to this 
had a place in the former edition of 
the London pharmacopoeia, under 
the title of lixivinm faponarium. 
Quicklime, by depriving the mild 
alkali of its aérial acid, renders it 
cauftic: hence thisley is much more 
acrimonious, and aéts more power- 
fully as a menfiruum of oils, fats, 
&c. than a folation of the potafla 
alone.. The lime fhould be ufed 
frefh from the kiln; by long 
keeping, even in clofe veffels, ix 
lofes of its ftrength: fach  fhonld 
be made choice of as is thoroughly 
burnt or calcined, which may be 
known by its comparative light- 
nefs. | 

All the inftruments employed in 
this procefs, fhould be either of 
wood, earthen ware, or glafs: the 
common metallic ones would be cor- 
roded by the ley, fo as either to 
difcolour or communicate difagree- 
able qualities to it. Ifit fhould be 
needful to filtre or ftrain the liquor, 
care muft betaken that the filtre or 
ftrainer be of vegetable matter: 
woollen, filk, and that fort of filter- 


ing 
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ing paper which is made of animal 
fub{tances, are quickly corroded and 
diffolved by it. 

The liquor is moft conveniently 
weighed ina narrow-necked glafs 
bortlé, of fach a fize, that the mea- 
fure of a wine pint may arife fome 
height into its neck; 


with a diamond. A pint of the 
common leys of our foapmakers 
weighs more than fixteen ounces: 
it has been found that their foap- 
ley will be reduced to the ftandard 
here propofed, by mixing it with 
fomething lefs than equal meafure 
of water. 
_ Although this liquor. is indeed 
pare alkali diffolved in water, yet 
“we are inclined to give the prefer- 
ence to the name ‘employed by the 
Edinburgh. college, as well as to the 
modes of preparing it, directed in 
the following formulae. 
LIXIVIUM CAUSTICUM. 
2 dine. 
Cauflic ley. 
Take of 
Frefh-burnt 
OUNCES 5 
Purified fixed vegetable alkaline 
falt, eight ounces, 
Throw in the quicklime, - with 
twenty-eight ounces of warm wa- 
ter, intoan iron or earthen veflel. 


quicklime, cight 


- The ebullition and extindion of 


the lime being perfedtly finithed, 
inftantly add the alkaline falt ; 

and having . thoroughly mixed 
them, fhut the veffel till it cools. 
Stir the cooled matter, and pour 

‘out the whole into a glafs funnel, 
whofe throat maft be ftopt up 
with a piece of clean rag. Let 
the upper mouth of the funnel be 
covered, whillt the tube of it 


is inferted into a glafs veffel, fo 


that the ley may gradually drop 
through the rag into that veflel, 
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to which it reaches being marked 


Part IIT, 


When it firft gives over drop- 
ping, pour upon it into the fun- 
nel fome ounces of water; but 
cautioufly, and in fuch a man- 
ner, that the water {hall fwim a- 
bove the matter. The ley will 
again begin to drop, and the af- 
fulion of water is to be repeat- 
ed in the fame manner, until 
three pounds have dropped, which 
takes up the fpace of two or 
three days; then agitating the 
{uperior and inferior parts ef the 
ley together, mix them, and put 
up the liquorin a well-fhur veffel. 

If the ley be rightly prepared, it 
will be void of colour or fmell ; 
nor will it raifean eflerveicence 
with acids, except, perhaps, a 
very flight one. Colour and o- 
dour denote the falt not fuffi- 
ciently calcined; and effervef- 
cence, that the quicklime ee not 
been good. 


THE reafons and propriety of the 
different fteps in the above procefs 

will be beft underftood by ftudying 
hb theory on which it is founded. 
The principle of mildnefs in all al- 
kaline falts, whether fixed or vola- 
tile, vegetable or foflil, in very evi- 
dently fixed air, or the a€rial acid: 
But. as quicklime has a greater at- 
traction for fixed air than any ofthefe 
falis,fo if this fubftance be prefented 
toany of them, they are thereby de- 
prived of their fixed air, and forth- 
with become cauftic. This is what 
precifely happens in the above pro- 
cefs (fee ANaxysis of the VEGE- 
TABLES by Frre, page 4o. The 


. propriety of clofely fhutting the vef- 


fels through almoft every {tep of the 
operation, is fafficiently obvious ; 


viz. toprevent the abforptionef fix- — 


NOAA ar Pet tone oe 
se 


*, 


ed ait from the atmofphere which | 


might defeat our intentions. .When 
only a piece of cloth is put into the 


throat of the funnel, the operation. 


is 


Chap..7. 


is much more tedious, becaufe the 
pores of the cloth are foon blocked 
up with the wet powdery matter. 
‘To prevent this, itmay be conveni- 
ent to place above the cloth a piece 
of fine Fly’s wire-work ; but as 
metallic matters are apt to be cor- 
roded, the method ufed by Dr 
Black is of all propofed the moft e- 
ligible. The Doétor firft drops a 
rugged ftone into the tube of the 
funnel, ina certain place of which 
it forms itfelf a fine bed, whilft the 
inequalities on its farface afford in- 
terftices of fufficient fize forthe paf- 
fage of the filtering liquor. On the 
upper furface of this ftone he lightly 
impedes a thin layer of lint or clean 
tow ; immediately above this, but 
not in contact with it, he drops a 
ftone fimilar to the former, and of 
a fize proportioned to the fwell in 
- the upper part of the tube of the 
funnel. The interftices between 
this fecond ftone and the funnel are 


filled up with ftones of a lefs di-— 


menfion, and the gradation uni- 
formly continued till pretty fimall 
fand is employed. Finally, this is 
covered with alayer of cearfer fand 
and {mali ftones to fuftain the weight 
of the matter, and to prevent its 
being invifcated in the minute in- 
terftices of the fine fand. ‘The 
throat of the fannel being thus built 
up, the ftony fabric is to be freed 
of clay and other adhering impuri- 
ties, by making clean water pafs 
through it till the water comes clear 
and tranfparent from the extremity 
of the funnel. It is obvious, that in 
‘this contrivance the author has, as 
ufual, copied nature in the means 
fhe employs to depurate watery mat- 
rers in the bowels of the earth ; and 
it might-be afefully applied for the 
filtration of various other fluids. 
Itis avery neceflary caution to 
pour the water gently into the fun- 
nel; for if it be thrown ina forcible 
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is. ee 
matter will be wathed down, and 
render all our previous labour ufe- 
lefs. The part of the ley holding 
the greatéft quantity of falt in folu- 
tion, will no doubt be heavieft, and 
will confequently fink loweft-in the 
veffel: the agitation of the ley is 
therefore neceflary, in order pro- 
cure a folution of uniform firength 
through all its parts. If the fale has 
been previoufly freed of oily and 
other inflammable matters, this ley 
will be colourlefs and void of {mell. 
If the quicklime has been fo effec- 
tually deprived of its own fixed air, 
as to be able to abforb the whole of 
that in the alkali, theley will make 
no effervefcence with acids, being 
now deprived of fixed air, tothe 
difcharge of which by acids this ap- 
pearance is to be afcribed in the 
mild or aérated alkalies. 

The cautftic ley is therefore to be 
confidered as a folution of pure al- 
kali in water. See article ea 
AIR, page 65. 

ir may be proper to étset ve, for 
the fake of underftanding the whole 
of the theory of the above procefs, 
that whilft the alkali has become 
cauftic, from being deprived of fix- 
ed air by the quicklime, the lime: 
has in its turn become mild and in- 
foluble in water from having re- 
ceived the fixed air of alkali. 

~The -cauftic ley, under varios 
pompous names, has been much ufed 
as a lithontriptic ; but its fame is 
now beginning to decline. In aci- 
ditiesin the ftomach, attended with 
much flatulence and laxity, the cau- 


ftic ley is better adapted than mild 


alkalies; asin its union withthe acid 
matter it does not feparate air. 
When covered with mucilaginous 
matters, ir may be fafely taken into 
the ftomach ; and by ftimulating, it 
coincides with the other intentions 
of cure ; by fome dyfpeptic patients 
it has been employed with adyan- 
tage. 
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KALI PURUM. 
Lond, 
Pure kali. 
Take of 
Water of pure kali, one gal 
lon. 
Evaporate it to. drynefs; after which 
let the falt melt on the fire, and 
pour it out. 


CAUSTICUM COMMUNE 
. ACERRIMUM. 
Edinb. 
The firongeft common cauftic. 

Take of 
Cauttic ley, what quantity yan 

pleafe. 

Eyaporate it in avery clean iron 
veffel upon a gentle fire, till, on 
the eballition ceafing, the faline 
matter gently flows like oil, 
which happens before the veffel 
becomes red. Pour out the cau- 

_ftic, thus liquefied, upona fmooth 

_ Iron plate ; let it be divided into 

fmall pieces before it hardens, 


and thefe are to be put up into 


well-flut phials. 


"THESE preparations may be con- 
fidered as differing in no effential 
particular. But the directions given 
by the Edinburgh college are the 
moft precife and diftind. 

The effedt of the above preceffes 
as fimply to difcharge the water of 
the folution, whereby the caufticity 
of the alkali is more concentrated 
in any given quantity. Thefe pre- 
parations are ftrong and fudden 
cauflics, The cauftic prepared in 
this way has an inconvenience of 
being apt to liquefy too mach upon 
the part to which itis applied, fo 
that it is not eafily confined within 
the limits in which it is intended 
iC opeee and indeed the fudden- 
nefs of its ation depends on this 
difpofition to liques Ve | 


\ 
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CALIX CUM KALI PURO. 
Loud, 
Lime with pure kali. 
Take of 
Quick-lime, five pounds andi four 
OUNCES ; 
Water of pure kali, 
pounds by weight. 
Boil away the. water of pure kali:to 
a fourth part.; then. fprinkle in 
the lime, broken to powder by 
the affuion of water. Keep it 
in.a veffel clofe ftopped. 


fixteer. 


CAUSTICUM COMMUNE MI 
TIUS 
Edinb. 
The milder common. eauftic. 
Take of : 


Canftic ley, what quantity you 


pleafe. 

Evaporate in an iron veffel till one= 
third remains ; then mix with it 
as much new-flaked: quicklime 
as will bring it to the. confift- 
ence of pretty folid pap, which 
isto be kept in a veflel clofely 
ftopt. : 


THESE preparations do not effen« 
tially differ from each other, while 
the chief difference between the 
prefent formila and thar which 
{tood in the laft edition of the Lon- 
don pharmacopoeia is in the name. 
It was then ftyled the caufticums 
commune acerrsmum. 

“Here the addition of lime in 
fabftance renders the preparation 
Jefs apt to liquety than the forego- 
ing, and confequently it is more 
eafily confinable within the intend- 
ed limits, but proportionably flower 
in its operation. The defign of 
keeping or of flaking the lime is, 
that its acrimony may be fomewhat 

abated. 

Expofed long to the air, thefe 
preparations gradually refume their 
power of effervefcence, and lofe pro- 

portionably 


d 
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portionably of the additional adi- 
vity which the quicklime had pro- 
duced in them. 


NATRON PRAPARATUM. 
Lond. 
Prepared natron. 
Take of 
Barilla, powdered, two pounds; 
- Dittilled water, one gallon. 
Boil the barilla into four pints of wa- 
ter for half an hionr, and ftrain. 
Boil the part which remains after 
ftraining with the reft of the wa- 
ter, and ftrain. Evaporate the 
-mnixed liquors to two pints, and 
fet them by for eight days: ftrain 
the liquor again; and, after due 
boiling, fet it afide to cryftallize. 
Diffolve the cryftals in diftilled 
water; ftrain the folution, boil 
and fet it afide to cryftallize. 


Tne name of vatroz, here uled 
by the London college for the fix- 


ed foffil aikali, has, as well as 


their name for the vegetable alkali, 
been by fome objected to. And 


although they are here fupported 


by the authority of the ancients, yet 
perhaps they would have done bet- 
ter in following the beft modern 
chemifts by employing the term /a/ 
This article differs in name 
only from the following. 


SAL ALCALINUS fixus FOS- 
SILIS PURIFICATUS. _ 
Edinb. 


Feed fofil alkaline falt purified. 


Take of 
Athes of Spanifh kali, commonly 

called foda or barilla, as much 
as you pleafe. 

Bruife them; then boil in water till 

all the falt be diffolved in the wa- 

ter. Strain it thro’ paper, and 

evaporate in anironvedel, fothar 

after the liquor has cooled ‘the falt 

may concrete into eryftals. 
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By the above proceffles, the foflil. 
alkali is obtained fufficiently pure, 
being much more difpofed to cry- 
ftallize than the vegetable alkali; 
the admixture of this laft, objected 
to by Dr Lewis, is hereby ina great 
meafure prevented. 

It is with great propriety, thatinr 
this, as well as many other procef- 
fes, the London college dire& the 
ufe of diftilled water, as being free 
from every impregnation. 

The natron, or foflil alkali, is 
found lying upon the ground in the 
ifland of Teneriff, and fome other 
countries, The native productions 
of this falr feem to have been better 
known to the ancients than to late 
naturalifts; and it is, with good 
reafon, fuppofed to be the nitre of 
the Bible. How far the native na- 
tron may fuperfede artificial means 
to proeure it from mixed bodies, we 
have not been able to learn with 
certainty. 

The foflil alkali is not only a 
conftituent of different neutrals, bue 
is alfo fometimes employed as a me- 
dicine by itfelf. And in its purified 
ftate it has been by fome reckon- 
edufeful in affections of the {cro- 
phulous kind. 


AMMONIA PRAPARATA, 
Lend. 
Prepared Ammonia, 

Take of 

Sal ammoniac, powdered, one 

_ pound ; 

Prepared chalk, two pounds, 

Mix and fublime. 


AE AMMONIA, 
Lond. 
Water of ammonia, - 
Take of 
Sal ammonica, one pound; 
Pot-afh, one pound:and a half; 
Water, four pints. 
Draw off two pints, by diftillation, 
with a flow fire. 
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LE AMMONIACO, vulgo 
SAL AMMONIACUS VOLA- 
TILIS. 
| Edinb. 
Volatile alkali from fal ammoniac, 
commonly called heel e am 
Montac. 
Take of 
Sal ammoniac, one pound ; 
Chalk, very pure and dry, two 
pounds ; 
Mix them well, and fublime from a 
retort into a refrigerated recei- 
VERA 


SPIRITUS SALIS AMMONI- 
ACI. 
Edinb. 
Spirit of fal ammoniac. 
"Fake 
Sal ammoniac, 
Purified vegetable fixed alkali, 
of each Gixteen ounces; ; 
Water, two pounds. 
Having mixed the falts, 
them intoa glafs retort, pour in 
-the water; then diftil to drynefs 
with a fand-bath, Btadaally rai- 
fing the heat. 


TueEse articles, which in the 
Jaft edition of the London Pharma- 
copoeia were ftyled /piritus et fal vo- 
latilis falis ammoniaci, were then di- 
rected to be prepared in the fame 
manner. 


Sal ammoniac is a a falt, 


compofed of volatile alkali and ma- 
rine acid. -In thefe procefles the a- 


cid is abforbed by the fixt alkali or 


chalk; and the volatile alkali is of 
courfe fet at liberty. 
The volatile alkali is, however, 
in its mild ftate, having catched 
the fixed air, or aérial acid, dif- 
charged from the fixed alkali or 
chalk on their uniting ay the mu- 
riatic acid. 
The fixt alkali ra cea to act upon 
ghe fal ammontacy fae extricates a 
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’ into the retort. 


and put, 


Part III. 
pungent urinous odour as foon as 
they are mixed. Hence it ismoft . 
cofivenient not to mix them till put 
into the diftilling veffel: the two 
{alts may be diflolved feparately in 
water, the folutions poured into a 
retort, and a receiver immediatly 
fitted on. An equal weight of the 
fixt falt is fully, perhaps more than 
fufficient, to extricate all the vola- 
tile. 

Chalk Secs not begin to aé up- 
on the the fal ammoniae til] a con- 
fiderable heat be applied. Hence 
thefe may be without inconvenience, 


_ and indeed ought to be thoroughly 


mixed together before they are put’ 
The furface of the 
mixture may be covered with a little 
more powdered chalk, to prevent 
fuch particles of the fal ammoniac 
as may happen to lie uppermott 
from fubliming unchanged. ‘Tho’ 
the fire muft here be much greater 
than when fixt alkaline falt is ufed, 
ic muft nor be ftrong, nor fuddenly 
raifed ;. for if it be, a part of -the 
chalk (though of itfelf not capable 
of being elevated by any degree 
of -heat) will be carried up along 
with the volatile fal. M.du Ha- 
mel experienced the jufiness of this. 
obfervation: He relates, in the Me- 
moirs of the French Academy. of 
Sciences for the year 1735, that he 
frequently found his volatile falt, 
when a very ftrong fire was made 
ufe of in the fublimation, amount to 
more, fometimes one half more, than 
the weight of the crude fal ammo- 
niac employed: and that, though it 
is certain that not three-fourths of 
this concrete are pure volatile falr, 
the fixt earthy matter, thus once 
volatilifed by the alkali, arofe a- 
long with it again upon the gentleft 
refublimation, diffolved with it in 
water, and ae with it in the 
air. 
When all the fale has higlimad, 
and the receiver grown cool, it may 
be ° 
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be taken off, and Iuted to another 
retort charged with freth materials. 
This procefs may be repeated till 
the recipient appears lined with vo- 
Jatile falt to a confiderable thick- 
nefs; the veflel muft then be bro- 
ken, in order to get out the falt. ° 

The volatile fale and fpirit of fal 
ammoniac are the pureft of all the 
medicines of this kind. They are 
fomewhat more acrimonious than 
thofe produced diredtly from animal 
fubftances, which always contain a 
portion of the oil of the fubject, and 
receive from thence fome degree of 
afaponaceous quality. Thefe laft 
may bereduced to the fame degree 
of purity, bycombining them with 
acids into ammoniacal falts; and 
afterwards recovering the volatile 
alkali from thefe compounds by the 
procefs above directed. 

The matter which remains inthe 
retort after the diftillation of the 


fpirit, and fublimation of the falt of 


fal ammoniac, is found to confift of 
marine acid united with the fixt al- 
kali or chalk employed. When fixt 
alkaline falts has been ufed as the in- 
termedium, the refiduum, or caput 


-mortuum as itis called, yields, on 


folution and cryftallifation, a falt 
exactly fimilar to the /piritus satis 
marini coagulatus after wards defcri- 
bed; and hence we may judge of 
the extraordinary virtues formerly 
attributed to this falt, under the 
names of fal antihyfiericum, antihy- 
pochondriacum, febrifugum, digefti- 
cum Sylvit, we. 

The caput mortunm of the vola- 
tile falt, where chalk is employed 
as an intermedium, expofed to a 
moift air, rtins into a pungent li- 
quor, which proves nearly thefame 
with a folution of chalk made di- 
rectly in the marine acid’; it 1s 
called by fome oleum crete ;_ oil of 
chalk. If calcined fhells, or o- 
ther animal limes, be miagled with 
fal ammoniac, a mafs will be ob- 


oh 
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tained, which likewife deliquefces 
in the air, and forms a liquor of the 
fame kind. 


- AQUA AMMONIA PUR 
Lond. 
Water of pure ammonia. 

Tak of 
Sal ammoniac, one pound; 
Quicklime, two pounds; 

Water, one gallon. 

Add to the lime two pints of the 
water. Letthem ftand together 
an hour; then add the fal ammo- 
niac and the other fix pints of 
water boiling, and immediately 
cover the veffel. Pour ont the li- 
quor when cold, and diftil off 
with a flow fire one pint. 


ALCALI VOLATILE CAU- 


STICUM, vuigo SPIRITUS 
SALIS AMMONIACI cum 
- CALCE VIVA. 
Edinb. 


Cauflic volatile alkali, commonly 
called /pirit of fal ammoniac with 
guicklime. 

Take of 
~Quicklime, freth burnt, 

pounds ; 
Water one pound. 

Having put the water into an iron 
or ftone-ware veflel, add the 
quicklime, previoufly beat; co- 
ver the veffel for twenty-four 
hours, whillt the lime falls into a 
fine ‘powder, which commit to 
the retort. Then add fixteen 
ounces of fal. ammoniac, diluted 
with four times its weight of wa- 
ter; then {butting the mouth of: 
the retort, mix them together 
by agitation. Laftly, diftil into 
a refrigerated receiver, with a 
very gentle heat, fo that the ope- 
rator can eafily bear the heat of 
the retort applied to his hands ; 
twenty ounces of liquor are to be 
drawn off. In this diftillation 
the veflels are to be fo luted ag 
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thoroughly to exclude the moft 
penetrating vapours. After the 
dittillation, however, they are to 
be opened, and the alkali poured 
out before the retort hath altoge- 
ther cooled. 


Tue theory of this procefs is 
precifely the fame with that direc- 
ted for the preparation of Axivinm 
cauflicum. The effe& of the quick- 
lime on the fal ammoniac, is very 
different from that of the chalk and 
fixt alkali on the foregoing procefs. 
Immediately on mixture, a very pe- 
netrating vapour exhales; and in 
diftillation the whole of the volatile 
- faltarifes in a liquid form; no part 
of it appearing in a concrete ftate, 
how gently foever the liquor be re- 
diftiled. This fpiric is far more 
pungent than the other, both in 
fmell and tafte; and, like fixt-al- 
kalies rendered canftic by the fame 
intermedium, it raifes no efferve- 
fcence on the admixture of acids. 
The whole of thefe phenomena are 
to be afcribed tothe abforption of 
fixed air from the alkali by means 
of the quicklime; and from being 
thus deprived of the aérialacid, the 
volatile alkali is brought toe a cau- 
{tic fkate, 

This {pirit is held to be too acri- 
monious for internal afe, and has 
therefore been chiefly employed for 
{melling to in faintings, &c. tho’ 
when properly diluted, it may be 
given inwardly with fafety. It is 
a powerful menftruum for fome ve- 
getable fubftances,as Peruvian bark, 
from which the other {pirits extrac c 
Jictle. It is alfo moft convenient 
for the purpofe of rendering oils 
mifcible with water; as in the pre- 
paration of what is called in ex- 
temporaneous practice the otly mix- 
ture. 

Some have mixed a quantity of 
this with the officinal fpirits both of 
fal ammoniac and of harthorn: 
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which thus become more pungent, 
fo as to bear an addition oi a cen- 
fiderable quantity of water, without 
any danger of the difcovery from ‘ 
the tafte or fmell. This abule would 
be prevented, if what has been for- 
merly laid down as 2 mark of the 
ftrength of thefe fpiris (fome of 
the volatile falt remaining andiffol- 
ved in them) were attended to. 
It may be detected by adding to a 
little of the fufpected fpirit abont 
one-fourth its quantity or more of 
rectified fpirit of wine: which, if 
the volatile {pirit be genuine, will 
precipitate a. part of its volatile 
falt, but occafions no vilible fepa- 
ration or change in the cauftic {pi- 
rit, or in thofe which are fgphilli- 
cated with it. 

Others have fubftituted to the 
fpiritof fal ammoniac a folution of 
crude fal ammoniac and fixt alka- 
line falt mixed together. This 
mixture depofites a faline matter on 
the addition of fpirit of wine, like 
the genuine fpirit; from which, 
however, it may be diftinguifhed, 
by the falt which is thus feparated 
not being a volatile alkaline, but a 
fixt neutral falt. The abufe may be 
more readily detected by a drop or 
two of folution of filver made in a- 
quafortis, which will produce ne 
change in the appearance of the 
true {pirit, but will render the coun- 
terfeit turbid and milky. 


LIQUOR VOLATILIS SAL 
ET OLEUM, CORNU CER- 
VI. 

Lond. 
The volatile liquor, falt, and sil, of 
hart{born. 
Taee Or G 
Hartfhorn, ten pounds. | 
Diftil with a fire gradually increa- 
fed. A volatile liquor, falt, and 
oil, will afcend. 
The oil and falt being feparated, 
-diftil the liquor three times. 
3 To 


To the falt-add an equal weight of 
prepared chalk, and fublime 
thrice, or tillit become white. — 

The fame volatile liquor, falt, and 

oil ‘may be ‘obtained from any 
parts (except ‘the fat) of any 
kind of animals, 


Tue volatile alkali obtained from 
hartfhorn, whether fia folidor fluid 
ftare, is precifely the fame with 
that obtained from fal ammoniac. 
And as that procefs is the eafieft, 
the Edinburgh college have entirely 
rejected the prefent. While, how- 
ever, the names of fpirit and falt of 
hartfhorn are ftillin daily ufe, ams 
monia, or the volatile alkali, is ftill 
prepared from bones and other ani- 
mal fubftances by feveral very ex- 
tenfive traders. ; 

The wholefale dealers have very 
large pots for the diftillation of 
hartfhorn, with earthen heads al- 
moft like thofe of the common ftill: 
for receivers, they: ufe a couple of 
oil jars, the mouths of which are 
luted together ; the pipe that comes 
from the head enters the lower- 
moft jar through a hole made on 
purpofe in its bottom. When a 
large quantity of the fubject is to 
be diftilled, it is cuftomary to con- 
tinue the operation for fevera] days 
fucceflively ; only unluting the head 
occafionally to put in frefl materi- 
als. 

When only a fmall quantity of 
 Spiric of falt is wanted, a common 
iron pot, fueh as is ufually fixed 
in fand furnaces, may be employ- 
ed; an iron head beinp fitted to it. 
The festive ouyht to be large, 
and a glafs, or rather tin adopter, 
inferted between it and the pipe of 
the head. 

The diftilling veffel being char- 
ged with pieces of the horn, a mo- 
derate fire is applied, which is flows 
ly increafed, and raifed at length 
almoft to the utmoft degree: At 
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firft a watery liquor arifes; the 
quantity ef which will be fmaller 
or preater according as the horns 
were more or lefs dry : this is fuc- 
ceeded by the falt and oil; the falr 


‘at ‘firft diffulves as it comes over in 


the phlegm, and thus forms what 

a8 called /piri#t, When the phlegm 

is faturated, the remainder of the 

falt concretes in a folid form to the 

fides of the recipient. If it be re- 

quired to have the whole of the falt . 
folid and undiflolved, the phlegm 

fhould be removed as foon as the 

falt begins to arife, which may be 

known by the appearance of whité 

fumes: and that this may be done 

the more commodisufly, the recei- 

ver fhould be left unluted, till this 
firft part of the procefs be finifhed. 
The white vapours which now arife, 
fometimes come with fuch vehe- 
mence, as to throw off or burft the 
receiver ; to prevent this accident, 
it is convenient to have a {mall hole 
in the luting ; which may be occa- ‘ 
fionally ftopt with a wooden peg; 
or opened as the operator fhall find 
proper. After the falt has all a- 
rifen, a thick dark-coloured oil 
comes over: the procefs is now to 
be difcontinued ; and the veflels, 
when grown cold, unluted. 

All the. liquid matters being 
poured out of the receiver, the fale 
which remains adhering to its fides 
isto be wafhed ont with a little wa- 
ter, and added to the refts It is 
convetient to let the whole fland 
fora few hours, that the oil may 
the better difengage itfelf from the 
liquor, fo as to be firft feparated by 
a funnel, andafterwards more pers 
feétly by filtration through) wetted 
paper. The falt and fpirits are then 
to be farther purified as above di» 
rected; Me 

The fpirit of harthhorna met with 
in the hops is extremely precarious 
in point of ftrength ; the quantity 
of falt contained in it (on which its 

Bb4 eflicacy 


Si 
efficacy depends) varying accord- 
ing as the diltillation in rectitying 
it is continued for alonger or fhort- 
er time. If after the volatile dalt has 
arifen, fo much of the phlegm or 
watery part be driven over as is juft 
fufficient to diffolve it, the fpirit 
will be fully faturated, and as {trong 
as itcan be made. If the’ procefs 


be not at this inftant ftopped, the. 


phlegm, continuing to arife, muft 
render the fpirit continually weaker 
and weaker. The diftillation there- 
fore ought to be difcontinued at 
this period ; or rather whilft fome 
of the falt till remains undiffolved : 
the f{pirit will thus prove always e- 
qual, and the buyer be furnithed 
with a certain criterion of its 
ftrength. Very few have takenany 
notice of the abovementioned in- 
convenience of thefe kinds of fpi- 
rits; and the remedy is firft hinted 
at in the Pharmacopoeia Reformata. 
The purity of the {pirit is eafily de- 
termined from its clearnefs and 
grateful odour. : 


Voratiteé alkaline falts, and 
their folutions called /pirits, agree, 
in many refpects, with fixt alkalies, 
and their folutions or leys; as in 
changing the colour of blue flowers 
toa green; effervefcing with and 


neatralifing acids whenin their mild: 


flate; liquefying the animal Juices; 
and corroding the flefhy parts, foas 
when applied to the fin, and. pre- 
vented from exhaling by a proper 
covering, to act as cauitics ; diffol- 
ving oils ‘and falphur, though lefs 
readily than the ‘fixed alkalies, on 
account, probably, of their not be- 
ing able to bear any confiderable 
heat, by which their activity might 
be promoted. ' Their principal dif. 
ference from the other ‘alkalies 
feems to ¢onfift in their volatility : 
they exhale or emit pungent va- 
pours in the coldeft ftate of the at- 
wofphere; and by their fimulating 


\ 
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fmell they prove ferviceable in lan- 
guors and fainings. Taken inter- 


nally, they difcover a greater colliv 


quating as well as ftimulating pow- 
er; the blood drawn from a vein, 
after their ufe has been continued 
for fome time, is faid to be remark- 
ably more fluid than before ; they 
are likewife more difpofed to ope- 
rate by perfpiration, and to a& on 
the nervous fyftem. They are par- 
ticularly ufeful in lethargic cafes ; 
in hyfterical and hypochondriacak 


diforders, andin the languors, head- 
achs, inflations of the ftomach, fla-— 
tulent colics, and other fymptoms. 


which attend them ; they are gene- 
rally found more ferviceable toaged 
perions, and in phlegmatie habits, 
than in the oppolite circumftances. 
In fome fevers, particularly thofe of 
the low kind, accompanied with a 
cough, hoarfenefs, and a redun- 
dance of phlegm, they are of great 
utility ; raifing the vis vite, and 


exciting a falutary diaphorefis: but — 


in putrid fevers, fcurvies,and where- 
ever the mafs of blood is thin and 
acrimonious, their ufe isambiguous, 

As they are more powerful than the 


fixt, in liquefying tenacious bu- 


mours; fo they prove more hurtful, 

where the fluidsare alreadyina col- 
liquated ftate. 
tents, particularly thofe of the flow 


kind, they are often of the moft ef-. 


ficacious remedy. Dr Biffet ob- 


_ferves, in his Effay on the Medical 


Conftitution of Great Britain, that 


though many cafes occur which. 


will yield tono.other medicine than 
the bark, yet he has met with ma- 
ny ‘which w ere only fupprefled from 
time to time by the bark, but were 


completely cured by alkaline “fpi- | 
rits: He tells us, that thefe fpi-, 


rits will often carry off vernal in- 


termittents, without any. previous — 


evacuations; burthat they are gene- 


rally more effectual, ifa purge be. 


premifed ; andin plethoric or in- 


flamma- . 


Part HE. 


In vernal intermit= 
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flammatory cafes, or where the fe- 
ver perfonates a remittent, venefec- 


tion is neceflary. 


Thefe falts are moft cnnatandicels: 


ly taken in a. liquid form, largely 
diluted; or in that of a bolus, 
which fhould be made up only as it 
is wanted, The dofe 1s froma grain 
or two to ten or twelve. Ten 
drops of a well made fpirit, or fam- 
rated folution, are reckoned to con- 
tain about agrain of the falt. In 
intermittents, fifteen or twenty 
drops of the fpirit are given in a 
tea-cupful of cold {pring water, and 
repeated five or fix times in each 
intermiflion. ed 


Tue volatile falts and {pirits pre- 
pared from different animal fubitan- 
ces, have been fuppofed capable of 
producing different efiects upon the 
human body, and to receive {pecific 
virtues from the fubject. The fale 
of vipers has been efteemed particu- 
larly ferviceable inthe diforders oc- 
cafioned by the bite of thar animal ; 
and a falt drawn from the haman 
fkull, in difeafes of the head. But. 
modern practice acknowledges no 
fuch different effets from thefe pre- 


_ parations; and chemical experi- 


ments have. fhown their identity. 
There is, indeed, when got fufi- 
. ciently purified, a very perceptible 
difference in the fmell, tafte, degree 
of pungency, and vo latility of thefe’ 
_falts; and in this ftate their medi- 
cinal virtues vary enldersrig e- 
nough todeferve notice: but this 
difference they have in common, ac- 
cording as they are more or lefs 
loaded with oil, not as they are 
produced from this or that animal 
As firft diftilled, they 
may be looked upon as a kind of 
volatile foap, in which the oil is 
the prevailing principle ; in this 
fiate they have much lefs of the 
proper alkaline acrimony and pun- 
gency than when they have under- 
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gone repeated diftillations, and foch 
other preparations as difengage the 
oil from the falt; for by thefe 
means they lofe their faponaceous 
quality, and acquiring greater de- 
grees of acrimony, become medi- 
cines of a different clafs. Thefe 
preparations therefore do not differ 
near fo much from each other, as 
they do irom themfelves in diffe- 
rent tates of purity. To which 
may be added, that when we con- 
fider them as loaded with oil, the 
virtues of a diftilled animal oil itfelf 
are like wife to be breught i into the 
account. ; 

Thefe oils, as firft diftiled, are 
highly fetid and offenfive, of an ex- 
tremely heating quality, and of fach 
activity, that, according to’ Hoff- 
man’s account, half a drop diflolved 
inadram of {pirit of wine, is fufii- 
cient to raife a copious fweat. By 
repeated. rectifications, they lofe 
their offenfivenefs, and at the fame | 
time become mild in their medicinal 
The rectified oils may 
be given to the quantity of twenty 
or thirty drops, and are faid to be 
anodyne and antifpafmodic, to pro- 
cure a calm fleeep and gentle fweat, 
without heating or exagitating the 
body, as has been obferved in treat- 
It 1s: 7 
obvieits, therefore, that the. falts 
and fpirits muft differ, not only 
according to the quantity of oil 
they contain, but according to the 
quality of the oil iifelf in its diffe. 
rent fates. 

The volatile falts and fpirits, as 
firft diftiled, are of a brown co- 
four, and a very offenfive fell: by 
repeated rectification, as directed in 
the procefles above fet down, they 
lofe great-part of the oil on which 
thefe qualities depend, the falt be- 
comes white, the fpirit limpid as 
water, and of 'a eraieful odour; and 
this is the mark of fufficient rechifi« 

cation. 
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- It has been obje@ted to the re- 
peated rectification of thefe prepa- 
rations, that, by feparating the oil, 
it renders them fimilar to. the pure 
falt and fpirit of fal ammoniac, 
which are procurable at an eafier 
rate. But the. intention is not to 
purify them wholly from the oil, 
but to feparate the groffer part, 
and to fubtilize the reft, fo as to 
bring it towards the fame fitte as 
when the oil is rectified by itfelf. 
The rectification of fpirit of haref- 
horn, has been repeated twenty 
times fucceflively, and found {till 
to participate of oil, but of an oil 
very different from what it was in 
the firft diftilation. 

The rectified oils, in long-keep- 
ing, become again fetid. The falts 
and fpirits alfo, however carefully 
rectified, fuffer in length of time 
the fame change ; refuming their 
original brown colour and ill finell; 
a proof that the rectification is fat 
from having divefted them of oil. 
Any ‘intentions, however, which 
they are thus capable of anfweriag, 
may be as effectually accomplifhed 
by a mixture of the volatile alkali 
with the oleum animale, in its rec- 
tified ftate, to any extent that may 
be thought neceflary. 


KALI ORT 
Lond. 
Vitriolated kali, 
Take of 
The fale which remainsafterthe 
diftillation of the nitrous acid, 
two pounds, 
Diftilled water, two gallons. - 
Burn out the faperdtuous aeid, with 
a {trony fire, in anopen veffels 
then boil it a little while in the 
water; ftrain, and fet the liquor 
afide to cryftallize. 


Tue faltthus formed, isthe fame 
with the vitriolated tartar of the 
taft edition of the London Pharma- 
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copoeia; bit itis now prepared it 
a cheaper and eafier manner, at leaf) 
for thofe who diftil the nitrous a: 
cid. In both ways a neutral ij 
formed, confifting of the fixed ve: 
getable alkali, united to the vitrio! 
lic acid. Bur a fiimilar compoune 
may alfo be obtained by the follow: 
ing procefs of the Edinburgh Pharr 
macopocia. 


ALKALI FIXUM VEGETABI) 


LE VITRICLATUM, vuleo 
TARTARUM VITRIOLA 
TUM. 

Edinb. 


Vitriolated fixed vegetable alkali’ 
commonly called cic datiile tar’ 
tar, 

Take of 
Vitriolic acid, diluted with fix 

times its quantiry of water, as 
mucli as you pleate. 

Put it into a capacious glafs veffel | 
and gradually drop into it, of 
purified fixed vegetable alkali, 
diluted with fix times its weight 

_ of water, as much as is fuffi« 
cient thoroughly to neutralize 

the acid. The effervefcence be- 
ing finifhed, ftrain the liquor 
through paper; and after proper 
evaporation, fet it apaft to “ee 
ftallize. 


Tne operator ought to takecare 
that the vapour feparated during the 
effervefeence {hall not be applied to 
his noftrils; as fixed air, when ap- 
plied to the olfa€tory nerves, is 
highly deleterious to life. 

This is an elegant, and one of 
the leaft troublefome ways of pre- 
paring this falt. The Edinburgh 
college, in their former editions, 
ordered the acid liquor to be drop- 
ped into the alkaline: by the con- 
verfe procedure now received, it 
is obvioufly more eafy to fecure a- 
gainft a redundance of acidity ; and 
for the greater certainty in this 

point, 
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point, it may be expedient, as in 
the foregoing procels, to drop ina 
litth more of the alkaline ley than 
the ceflation of the effervefcence 
feems to require. 

In a former edition of the fame 
Pharmacopoeia, the acid was direc- 
ted to be diluted only with equal 


its quantity of water, and the al-. 


kali with that quantity of water 
which it is capable of imbibing 
from theatmofphere. By that im- 
perfection there was uot near enough 
of water to keep vitriolated tartar 
diffolved ; on which account, as faft 
as the alkali was neutralized by the 
acid, a great part fell to the botrom 
in a powdery form.. In order to 
obtain perfect and well formed cry- 
{tals, the liquor fhould not be fet in 
the cold, but continued in mo- 
derate heat, fuch as the hand can 
fcarcely bear, thatthe water may 
flowly evaporate. 

It is remarkable, that although 
the vitriolic acid and fixed alkaline 
falt do each readily unite with wa- 
ter, and ftrongly attract moifture, 
even from the air, yet the neutral 
refulting from the combination of 
thefe two, vitriolated tartar, is one 
of the falts moft difficult of folution, 
very little of it being taken up by 
cold water. 

_ -Witriolated tartar, in fmall dofes, 

asa fcruple or half a dram, is an 
ufeful aperient; in larger ones, as 
four or five drms, a mild cathariic, 
which does not pafs off fo haftily as 
the fal catharticus amarus, or fal 
Glauberi, and feems to extend its 
action further. The wholefale deal- 
ers in medicines have commonly 
fubftituted to it an article otherwife 
almoft ufelefs in their thops, the re- 
fiduum of Glauber’s fpirit of nitre. 
‘This may belooked upon as a venial 
fraud, if the fpirit has been prepa- 
red as formerly directed, and the 
refiduum diffolved and cryftallized: 
but it isa yery dangereus one if the 

A “y 
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vitriolic acid has been ufed in an 
over proportion, andthe capat mor- 
tuum employed without cey ftalliza- 
tion; the falt in this cafe, inftead 
of a mild neutral one, of a mode- 
rately bitter tafte, proving highly 
acid. . The purchafer ought there- 
fore to infift upon the falr being in 
aeryitalline form. The cryftals, 
when perfect, are oblong, with fix 
flat fides, and terminated at each 
end by a fix-fided pyramid: fome 
dppear compofed of two pyramids 
joined together by the bafes; and 
many, in the moit perfect eryflalli- 
zations IT have feen, are very irre- 
gular. They decrepitate in the fire, 
a, like thofe of fea-falr, for 
which they have fometimes beer 
miftaken. 


SAL POLYCHRESTUS. 
Edinb. 
Salt of many viriues. 

Take 
Nitre in powder, 

Flowers of fulphur, of each equal 
parts. 

Mingle them welitogether, and in- 
ject the mixture, by lithe and 
little at a time, into a red-hot 
crucible: the deflagration being 
over, let the falt cool, after which 
it isto be put up ina glafs veflel 
well faut. The falt may be po- 
rified by diffolving it in warm 
water, filrering the folution, and 
exhaling itto drynef $3; Or by cry- 
ftallization. 


_ Tuts is another method of uni- 
ting the vitriolic acid with the com- 
mon vegetable fixt alkali. Both the 
nitre and the fulphur are decom- 
pounded in the operation : the acid 
of the nitre and the inflammable 
principle of the fulphur, detonate 
together, and are diflipated; while 
the acid of the fulphur (which, as 
we have already feen, is no other 
than the vitriolic acid) remains 

con 
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combined with the alkaline bafis of 
the nitre. The thops, accordingly, 
have fubflituted to the fal polychreft 
the foregoing preparation. 


NATRON VITRIOLATUM. 
Lond. ! 
«  « ¢ Vitriolated natron. 
Take of 


The fale which remainsafter the 
diftillation of the mruriaiic a-~- 


cid, two pounds ; 
Diftilled water, two pints and an 
. half. 
Burn. ont the fuperfluous acid with 
a ftrong fire, in an open veffel ; 
then boil it for a little in the wa- 
ters ftrain-the folution, and fet it 
by to cryftallize. 


SODA VITRIOLATA, vulgo 
SAL CATHARTICUS 
GLAUBERI. 

Edinb. 

Vitriolated foda, commonly called 
_Gathartic falt of Glauber. 
Diilolve in. warm water the mafs 
which remains after the diftilla- 
tion of {pirit of fea-falt: filtre 
oh folution, and cryftallize the 

alt. 


Tue direQions given for the 
preparation of this falt, long known 
by the name. of Sal mirabile Glau- 
beri, are nearly the fame in the 
pharmacopoeias of both colleges, 
but. thofe of the London coliege 
are to be preferred, as being moft 
accurate and explicit. 

In a former edition of the E- 
dinburgh pharmacopoeia, it was or- 
dered, thatif the cryftals (obtained 
as above). proved .too fharp, they 
fhould be again diffolved in water, 
and the filtered liquor evaporated to 
fuch a pitch only as may difpofe 
the falt to eryftallize. » But there 
is no great danger of the cryftals 
proving too fharp, even when the 
fpirit of faltis made with the lar- 
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geft proportion of oil of vitriol di- 
rected under that procefs. The li- 
quor which remains after the cry-_ 
{iailization isindeed very acid; and | 
with regard to this preparation, it 
is convenient it fhould be fo; for 
otherwife the cryftals will be very 
fmall, and likewife in afmall quan- 
tity. Where a faflicient proportion 
of oil of vitriol has not been em- 
ployed in the diftillation of the fpi- 
rit, it is neceflary to add fome to 
the liquor, in order to promote the 
cryftallization of the falt. 

The title of fal catharticus, which 
this falt has often had, expreffes its 
medical virtues. Taken from half 
an ounce to an ounce, or more, it 
proves a mild and ufeful purgative ; 
and in fmaller dofes, largely dilu- 
ted, a ferviceable aperient and diu- 
retic. The fhops frequently fubfti- 
tute to itthe fal catharticus amarus, 
which is nearly of the fame quality, 
but fomewhat more unpleafant, 
and, asis faid, lefs mild in opera- 
tion. They are very eafily diftin- 
guifhable from each other, by the 
effeg: of alkaline falts upon. folu- 
tions of them. The folution of 
Glauber’s falt fuffers no vifible 
change from this addition, its own 
bafis being a true fixt alkali: but 
the folution of the fal catharticus 
amarus grows inftantly white and 
turbid, its bafis, which is an earth, 
being “extricated Soriouty by the 
alkaline falt. 


PURIFICATUM. 
Loud. 
Purified mitre. 


NITRUM 


Nitre, two pounds, 
Diftilled water, four pints. 

Boil the nitre in the water tll it be 
diffolved ; ftrain the folution, and 
fet inane to cryftallize. 


Common nitre contains ufually a 
conliderable rapes tion of fea-falt, 
which 
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which ia this procefs is feparated, 
the fea-faltremaining diflolved after 
greateft part of the nitre has cry- 
ftallized. The cryftals which fhoot 
after the firft evaporation are large, 
regular, and pure: but when the re- 


maining liquor is further evapora-_ 


ted, and this repeated a fecond or 
third time, the crylftals prove at 
length fmall, imperfect, and tipt 
with little cubical glebes of fea-falr. 

When rough nitre, in the {tate 
wherein it is firft extracted from the 
earths impregnated withit, is treat- 
ed in this manner, there remains at 
laft, a liquor called mother-ley, 
which will no longer afford any 
cryftals. This appears to partici- 
pate of the nitrous and marine a- 
cids, and to contain an earthy mat- 
ter diffolved by thofe acids. On 
adding alkaline lixivia, the earth 
is precipitated ; and when thorongh- 
ly wathed with water, proves infi- 
pid. If the liquor be evaporated to 
drynefs, a bitterifh faline matter is 
left; which being ftrongly calcined 
in acrucible, parts with the acids, 
and becomes, as in the other cafe, 
infipid. 

This earth has been celebrated as 
an excellent purgative, in the dofe 
of a dram or two; and in fmaller 
dofes, as an alterant in hypochon- 
driacal and other diforders.. This 
medicine was for fome time kept a 
great fecret, under the names of 
Magnefia alba, Nitrous panaeea, 
Count Palma’s powder, I! polvere 
albo Romano, Poudre de Sentinelli, 
&e. till Lancifi made it pablic in 
his notes on the Metal/lotheca Vati- 
cana. It has been fuppofed, that this 
earth is no other than a portion of 
the lime commonly added in the e- 
lixation of nitre at the European 
nitre-works: but though the fpeci- 
mensof magnefia examined by Neu- 
mann, and fome of that which has 
lately been brought hither from a- 
broad; gave plain marks of a cal- 
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careous nature; yet the true mag- 
nefia muft be an earth of a different 


kind, calcareous earths being rather 


aftringent than purgative. ‘The ear- 

thy bafisof the /a/catharticus amarus 

is found to have the properties a- 

{cribed tothe true magnefia of nitre, 

and appears to be the very fame {pes 

cies of earth: from that falt there- 
fore this medicine is now prepared, 
as will be feen hereafter, The mag- 
nefia alba differs from’ calcareous 
earths, in having a lefs powerful at- 
traction for fixed air,and in not be- 
coming cauftic by calcination, 
KALI ACETATUM. . 
Lond. | 

Acetated kali. 

Take of 
Kali, one pound. 

Boil it with a flow fire, in four or 
five times the quantity of diftil- 
led vinegar; the effervefcence 
ceafing, let there be added, ardif- 
ferent times, more diftilled vine- 
gar, until the firft vinegar being 
nearly evaporated, the addition 
‘of frefh will excite no effervel- 
cence, which will happen when 
about twenty pounds of diftilled 
vinegar are confumed; after- 
wards let it be dried flowly. An 
impure falt will be left, which 
melt for a little while with a 
flow fire; then let it be diffolved 
in water, and filtered through 
paper. vise 

If the fufion has been rightly per- 
formed, the ftrained liquor will 
be colourlefs; if otherwife, of a 

brown colour. 

Laftly, evaporate this liquor with a 
flow fire, in a very fhallow glafs 
veffel; the falt whilft it dries be- 
ing fometimes flirred, that it may 
fooner grow dry, which thould 
be kept in a veffel clofe ftopt. 

The falt ought to be of the greateft 
whitenefs, and diflolve wholly, 
both in water and fpirit of wine, 

Without 
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without leaving any feces. — 
the falr, althouzh white, thould 
depofite any feces in fpirit of 
wine, that folution in the fpi- 
rit fhould be filrered through: pa- 
per, and the falt again dried. 


ALCALI FIXUM VEGETABI- 
LE ACETARUM, vulgo 
TARTARUM REGE- 
| NERATUM. — 

Edinb. 

Acetated fixed vegetable bea com- 
monly called Regenerated tartar. 

Take of | 
Salt of tartar, one pound. 

Boil it with a very gentle heat. in 
four or five times ifs quantity of 
diftilled vinegar ; add more dif- 
tilled vinegar, at different times, 
till on the watery part of the 
former quantity being nearly dif- 
fipated by evaporation, the new 
addition of vinegar ceafes to 
raife any effervefcence. This 
happens, when about twenty 
pounds by weight of diftilled 
vinegar has beenconfumed, The 
impure falt remaining after the 
exficcation, is to be liquefied with 
a gentle heat for a fhore time, 
and it is proper that it fhonld 
only be for a fhort time; then 
diffolve it in water, and {train 
through paper. If the Jique- 
faction has been properly per- 
formed, the ftrained liquor will 
be limpid ; but, if otherwife, of 
a brown colour. 

Evaporate this liquor with a very 
gentle heat in a fhallow glafs vef{- 
fel, eccafionally ftirring the fait 
asit becomes dry, that its moi- 
fture’ may fooner be diffipated. 
Then put it up into a veffel very 
elofely flopt, tc prevent it from 
liquefying in the air. 


This fale Hadvonntenly the name 
ef fal dinreticus in the Londoa 
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pharmacopoeia ; but that whit 
they now employ, or perhaps im - 
preference toit, the name of Potafla 
acetata gives a clearer idea of itt 
nature. 

THE purification of this falr is 
not a little rroublefome, The ope- 
rator muft be particularly careful 
in melting it, not to ufe a preat 


heat, or to keep it long liquefied : 


a little fhould be occafionally taken 
out, and put into water; and as 
foon as it begins to part freely with 
its black colour, the whole is to be 
removed frou: the fire. In the laft 
drying, the heat muft not be fo 
great as to melt it; otherwife it 
will not prove totally foluble. If 
the folution in’ fpirit of wine be 
exficcated, and the remaining fale - 
liquefied with a very foft fire, it. 
gains the leafy appearance which 
has procured it the name Tesra 
foliata. 

In the fourth volume of the Me- , 
moirs of the correfpondents of the 
French Academy, lately publifhed, 


Mr Cadet has given a method of | 


making the falt white at the firft 
evaporation, without the trouble of 
any further purification. He ob- 
fervyes, that the brown colour de- 
pends upon the oily matter of the 
vinegar being burnt by the heat 
commonly employed in the evapo- 
ration; and his improvement con- — 
fiftsin diminifhing the hear at the 
time thar this burning is Hable to” 
happen. The Eee he recom- 
mends is as follows: 


Diffolve a pound of falt of tartar in 
a fufficient quautity of cold wa- 
ter; filrre the folution, and add 
by ‘degrees as much diftilled vi- 
negar as will faturate it, ora lit- 
tle more. Set the li iquor to ¢va- 
porate in a ftone-ware veffel ina 
gentle heat, not fo ftrong as to 
make it boil. W hen a pellicle ap- 

‘pears: 
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pears on the furface, the reft, of 
the procefs muft be finifhed in a 
water-bath. The liquor acquires 
by degrees an oily confiftence, 
and) a pretty deep brown colour ; 
but the pellicle or fcum on the 
top looks whitifh, and when ta- 
ken off and cooled, appears a con- 
geries or litthe brilliant filver-like 
plates. The matter isto be kept 
continually ftirring, ull it be 
wholly changed into this white 
flaky matter; the complete dry- 
ing of which is mo({t convenient- 
ly effected in a warm oven, 


We {hall not take upon us to, de- 


fermine whether the pure or im-_ 


pure faltis Bere a medicine; 
obferving only, that the latter is 
more of a faponaceous nature, the 
former more acrid, though fome- 
what more agreeable tothe ftomach, 


Mr Cadet reckons the falt prepared — 


in his method fuperior both to the 
brown and white forts made in the 
common way, as poffefling both the 
oily quality of the one and the a- 
greeablenefs of the other, and as be- 
ing always uniform or of the fame 
ower; whereas the others are lia- 
le to vary contiderably, ne 
to the degree of heat: employed in 
the evaporation. They are all me- 
dicines of great efficacy, and may he 
fo dofed and managed as to prove 
either midly cathartic, or power- 
fully diuretic : few of the faline de- 
obf{truents come up to them in vir- 


tue, The dofe is from half afernple - 


toadramortwo. A bare mixture, 


| 
| 
Bar without eXficcation, is not per- 
haps much inferior asa medicine to 
the more elaborate fait. Two 
idrams of the alkali, fatarated with 
lyineaa ur, have been known to oc- 
lcafion fen or twelve ftools in hy- 
\dropic cafes, and a plentiful dif- 


| 2 
a gal: | 
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however, of. alkaline falt and vine- 


charge of urine, without any i incon 
venience. 


AQUA AMMONIA. ACE. 
TATA. 
: Lond. 
Water of acetated ammonia. 
Take of 
Ammonia, by weight, two oun- 
ces; 
Diftilled vinegar, four pints; or 
as much as is futhcient to {4- 


turate the ammonia. 
Mix. 


SPIRITUS MINDERERI. 
Edinb, 
Spirit of mindererus. 

Take any quantity of the volatile 
alkaline fale of fal ammoniac, 
and gradually pour upon it di- 
ftilled vinegar till the effervef- 
cence ceafes ; occafionally ftir- 
ring the mixture to promote the 
action of the vinegar on the falt. 


Tuovucn this article has long 
been known by the name of Spiri- 
tus Mendereri, fo called from the 
inventor; yet that employed by 





the London college is undoubtedly 


preferable, as giving a proper idea 
of its conftituent parts. 

This is an excellent aperient fa= 
line liquor., Taken warm in bed, 
it proves commonly a powerful dia- 
phoretic or fudoritie; and as it o- 
perates without heat, it has place 
in febrile and inflammatory difor- 
ders, where medicines of the warm 
kind, if they fail of procuring {weat, 
agpravate the diftemper. Its ac- 
tion may likewife be determined to 
the kidneys, by walking about in 
acool air. The common dofe is 
half an ounce, cither by itfelf, or a- 


Jong with other medicines. adapted i 
lis ftrength is - 


to the intention. 
not a little precarious, depending 


much 


4.00 


inconvenience which cannot eafily 
be obviated, for the faline matter 
is not feducible to the form of a 
concrete falt. . 


KALI TARTARISATUM. 
Lond. 
Zartarifed kali. 

Take of 
Kali one pound. 

Cry(tals of tartar, three pounds ; 
Dittilled water, boiling, one gal- 
lon. 

"Fo the fal, diffolved in water, 
throw in gradually the cryftals 
of tartar, powdered: filtre the 
liquor, when cold, through pa- 
per; and, after due evaporation, 
fet it apart tocryftallize. 


ALCALI FIXUM VEGETA- 
BILE TARTARISATUM, 
vulgo TARTARUM ~~ 
SOLUBILE. 
Edinb. 
Tartar ifed vegetable fixed alkali, 
commonly called Sodwble tar tar. 
Take of Sis 
Purified fxt vegetable ‘a 
falt, one pound 
Water; fifteen pounds. ie 
To the falt diflolved in the boiling 





water gradually add cryftals of 


tar in fine powder, as long as 
the addition thereof raifes any 


effervefcence, which almoitceafes. 


before three times the weight of 


the alkaline falt hath been injec- 
‘then firain the cdoled li-- 


ted ; 
qnor through a paper, and after 
due evaporation fet it afide to 
| sit aaa 


“ ComMon white tartar is perhaps 
preferable for this operation to the 
cryftals ufually met with. Its im- 
purities can here be no objeétion ; 
fince'it willbe fafficiently depura- 
ted by the fubfequent filtration. 
The preparation of this medicine 
by citherof the above methods is 
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much on that of the vinegar; an 


_ maniacal and melancholic. patients: 


Part II. 
very eafy; though fome chemifts 
have rendered it fufficienly trouble- 
fome, by a nicety which is not at all 
wanted. They infift upon hitting: 
the very exact point of faturatiom 
between the alkaline falt and the a- 
cid of the tartar; and caution the 
operator to be extremely careful, 
when hecomes neat this mark, left 
*by imprudently adding too large a 
portion of either, herenders the falt 
too acid or too alkaline. If the li- 
quor be feffered to cool a little be- 
foreit becommittedto the filtre,and 
then properly exhaled and cryftalli- 
zed, no errorof this kind can hap- 
pen, though the faturation fhould 
not be very exactly hit: for fince 
-cryftais of tartar are very difficultly 
foluble even in boiling water, and 
when diffolved therein concrete a« 


_ gaimupon the liguor’s growing cold, 


if any more of them has been em- 
ployed than is taken up by the al- 
kali, this fuperfluous ‘quantity will 
be left upon the filtre; and onthe 
other hand, if too much of the al: 
kali has been made ufe of, it willl 
remainuncryftallized. Thecryftal.| 
lization of this falt indeed cannov 
be effeGted without a good deal of 
trouble: itis therefore moft con 
venient to let’ the acid falt prevail 
at firft; to feparate the fuperfluous| 
quantity, by foffering the liquor tol 
cool a little before filtration; anc 
then proceed to the total evapora.) 
tion of the aqueous fluid which willl 
Jeave behind ‘it the neutral falt ity 
quired. The moft proper veflel foi 
this purpofé is a {tone-ware one ;| 
iron difcolours the falt. | 
Soluble tartar in dofes of a feruple: : 
half a dramj:or a dram, is a mile! 
cooling aperient: two ‘or three 
drams‘commonly loofen the belly | 
and an ounce proves pretty firongl; 
purgative. It has been particulary 
ly recommended as a purgative foo 







Malouin fays, it is equal in purgas 
I Live 
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tive virtue tothe cathartic falt of 
Glauber. It isan afefal addition 
to the purgatives of the refinous 
kind, as it promotes their opera- 
tion, and at the fame time tends to 
correct their griping quality, Bur 
ir muft never be given in conjanc- 
tion with any acid ; for all acids de- 
compound it, abforbing its alkaline 
falt,.and precipitating the tartar. 
Qn this account it is improper to 
join to it tamarinds, or fuch like 
acid fruits; which is too often 
done in the extemporaneous prac- 
tice of thofe phyficians who are 
fond of mixing different cathartics 
together. 


NATRON TARTARISATUM., 
Lond, 
Tartarifed natron. 

Take of 
Natron, twenty ounces ; 
Cryitalsof tartar, powdered, two 

pounds; 
Diftilled watery, 
"pints. 

Diffolve the natron in the water, 
and gradually add the cryftals of 
tartar: filtre the liquor through 
_ paper ; evaporate, and fet it a- 
fide to cry{ftallize. 


boiling, ten 


SODA TARTARIZATA, vulgo 
_ - SAL RUPELLENSIS. 
Edinb. 
Tartarifed foda, commonly called 
| Rochel falt 
The fal Rupellenfit may be prepar- 
ed from purified foflile alkaline 
falt and cryftals of tartar, in the 
fame maniier as directed for the 
tartarum folubites 


Tuts isa fpecies of foluble tar-- 


tar, made with the fale of kali or 
-foda, which is the fame with the 
- mineral alkali, or bafis of fea-falt. 
It eryftallifes far more eafily than 
: the preceding preparation, and does 

not, like it, grow moift in the air. 


Bales : 


" 4ot 
It is alfo confiderably lefs purgative, 
bur is equally decompounded by 
acids. lt appears to be a very cle+ 
gant falt, and begins now to come 
into efteem in this. country, as it 
has long been in France. 


ALUMINIS PURIFICATIO. 
Lond. 
Purification of alum. 
Take of 
Alum, one pound ; 
Chalk, one dram by weight ; 
Diitilled water, One pint. 


} 


# 


Boil them a little, ftrain, and fet : 


the liquor afide tocryflallize. 


We have already offered fome 
obfervations on alum in the Materia 
Medica; andin general it comes 
from the alam works in England 
in a {tate of fuch purity as to be fit 
for every purpofe in medicine : ac- 
cordingly we do not obferve that 
the purification of alum has a place 
in any other pharmacopceia ; but 
by the prefent procefs it will be 
freed, not only from different ims 


purities, but alfo from fiperahyas 


dant acid, 


ALUMEN USTUM. 
Lond. Edinb. 
_ Burat alum. 
Take of 
Alum, half a pound. &® 
Burn it in an earthen veffel fo long 
as it bubbles. 


Tuis,with {trict propriety ought 
rather, perhaps, to be called dried 
alum than burnt alum : for the only 
effet of the burning here direct- 


ed is to expel the water. Inthis ftate 


it is fo acrid as to be frequently 
employed as an efcharotic ; and it 
is with this intention, chiefly, that 
it has a place in our pharmaco- 
poeias: but it has fometimes-alfo 
been taken internally, particularly 
in cafes of cholic. 
& G SAk 


402, 
SAL five: SACCHARUM ey 
TIS.: f a 
Suec. 


Take of the whey of milk, prepa- 
red by ronnet, any quantity : 

- Jet it be boiled over a moderate 
fire to the confiftence of a fyrup; 
then put it ina cold place, that 
cryftals may be formed. Let the 


fluid which remains. be again. 
managed in the fame manner, - 


and let the cryftals formed be 
wafhed with cold water. 


It has been by fome imagined, 
that the fuperiority of one milk 
over another depends on its con- 
taining alarger proportion of this 
faline or faccharine part ; and par- 
ticularly, that upon this the repu- 
ted virtues of afs milk depend. 
Hence this preparation has been 
greatly celebrated in diforders of 
the breaft, but is far from anfwer- 
ing what has been expected from if- 
It has little fweetnefs, and is diffi- 
cult of folution in water. A faline 
fubftance, much better deferving 


the name of fagar, may be obtained 


by evaporating new milk, particu- 
larly that of the afs, to drynefs, di- 
gelting the dry matter in water ull 
the water has extraéted its foluble 
parts, and then infpiffating the fil- 
‘tered liquor. This preparation is 
of great fweetnefs, though neither. 
white nor cryftalline; nor is it per- 


haps in the pure cryftallizable parts. 


of milk that its medicinal virtues 
lie; and fo little reliance is put 
upon it as a medicine, that ic has 
no place inthe London or Edin- 
burgh pharmacopoeias; although it 


long has ltood, and {till ftands, in’ 


the foreign ones. 


SAL ACETOSELLA. | 
Suec. 
Salt of forrel. 
Take any quantity of the exprefied 


juice of the leaves of wood-for-. 


\ 
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rel; let it boil gently, that the 
feculent mnattcr may be fepara- 
ted ; then ftrain it till ir be clear, 
and after this boi! it on a modé- 
rate fire tothe confiftence of a 
Put it into long necked 
glafs veffels, and place it in a 
cold fituation that it may cry- 
ftallize. Let thefe cryftals be . 
diffolved in water, and again 
formed | into purer ones, 


To make the forrel yield its juice 
readily, it fhould be chopt to 
pieces, and well bruifed in a {mall 


mortar, before it be committed to 


the prefs. “The magma which re- 
mains in the bag ftill retaining no 
inconfiderable quantity of faline 
matter, may be advantageoufly boil- 
ed in water, and the decoction add- 
ed to the expreffed juice. The 
whole may be afterwards depurated 
together, either by the method a- 


_bove directed, or by running. the li- 


quor feveral times through a linen 
cloth. In fome cafes, the addition 
of a confiderable portion of water 
is neceflary, that the juice, thus 
diluted, may part the more freely 
from its feculencies ; on the fepara- 
tion -of which the fuccefs of ine 
procefs much depends. 

The evaporation fhould be) per- 
formed either in hallow. glafs ba- 
fons, or in fuch earthen ones as are 
of a compact clofe texture; fuch 
are thofe nfually called ftone-ware. 
The common earthen veffels are 
fubje&t to have their plazing cor- — 
roded, and are fo extremely porous, 
as readily to imbibe and retain a 
good quantity of the liquor ; me- 
tallic veffels are particularly apt to 
be corroded ch thefe acid kinds of 
fuicesacs 80) 

: Dhefe: juices are fo wifecid; and 
abound fo much with heterogene- 
ous matter, of a quite different na- 
ture from any thing faline, that a 
pee or pure faline incruftation » 

upon 
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upon the furfaee, is in vain expec- 
ted, Boerhaave therefore, and the 
more expert writers in pharmaceu- 
tical chemiftry, with great judg- 
gent dire& the evaporation of the 


faperfuous moifture to be continued— 


until the matrer has acquired the 
confiftence of cream. If it be now 
fnffered to ftand for an hour or two 
in a warm place, it will, notwith- 
{tanding the former depurations, 
' depofite a freth fediment, from which 
it thould be warily decanted before 
it be put into the veflel in which it 
is defigned to be cryftallized. 
~Some recommend ai unglazed 
earthen veffel as preferable for this 
purpofe to a glafs one; the fmooth- 
nefs of the latrer being fuppofed to 
hinder the falt from fticking there- 
to; whilft the juice ealily infinua- 
ting itfelf into the pores of the for- 
mer, has a greatadvantage of fhoot- 
ing its faline fpicula to the fides: 
Others dlightly incrulftate the fides 
and bottom of whatever veffel they 
employ with a certain mineral falt; 
which greatly difpofes the juice to 
eryftallize, to which of irfelf it is 
very averfe: but this addition is, 
with regard to its medical virtue, 
Quite different from the fale here 
intended, be ig | 
The liquor which remains after 
the cryftallization may be depura- 
ted by a gentle colature, and after 
due infpiffation fet to fivot again ; 
whiena farther yield of cryftals will 
De ouside 
_ The procefs for obtaining this 
falt is very tédious; and the quan- 
tity of falt which the juices afford 
is extremely {mall + hence they are 
hardly ever made or expe&ed in 
the fhops; They may be fome- 
what fooner feparated from the 
mucilaginous and other feculencies, 
by clarification with whites of eggs, 
and by adding very pure white clay. 
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_ Inthe manner above defcribed, . 
falts may be alfo obtained from o- ~ 
ther acid, auftere, and bitterifh 
plants, which contain but a {mall 
quantity of oil. 

The virtues of the effential falts 
have not been fufficiently determi- 
ned from experience. Thus much, 
however; is certain, that they do 
not, as has been fuppofed, poffefs 
the virtues of the fubjecdts entire, 
eXcepting only the acids and fweets. 
The others feem to be, almoft all of 
them; nearly fimilar, whatever plant 
they were obtained from. In was 
tery extracts of wormwood, carduus, 
camomile, and many other vegeta- 
bles, kept for fome time ih a foft 
ftate, there may be obferved fine fa- 
line efflorefcences on the furface, 
which have all nearly the fame tafte;. 
fomewhat of the nitrous kind. They 
are fuppofed by fome to be at bot- 
tom no more than animpure fpecies 
of volatile nitre (that is, a falt com-: 
pofed of the hitfous acid and vola- 
tile alkali) : thofe which were exa- 
mined by the chemifts of the French 
academy deflaprated in the fire, 
and being triturated with fixt alka- 
li, exhaled anuribous odour ; plain 
marks of their containing thofe two 


ingredients. 


SAL ACIDUM BORACIS: 
 Suec. 

eel Acid falt of borax. 

Take of : 
Borax, an ounce and a half, © 

_ Warm fpring-water, one pound: 

Mix them ina glafs veffel, that the 
borax may be diflolved; then 
pour into it three drams of the 
concentrated acid of vitriol: e- 
vaporate the liquor till a pellicle 
appears upon it; after this let it 
remain at reft till the cryftals be 
formed. Letthem be watfhed with 
cold water and kept for ufe. 
: a Tuts 
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Tuis falt, which haslong been 
known by the title of Sal fedatious 
Hombergii, is not unfrequently for- 
med by fublimation: but the pro- 
cefs by cryftallization here direéted 
is lefs troublefome, though the falt 


proves generally lefs white, and is | 


apt likewife to retain a part of 
Glauber’s falt, efpecially if the eva- 
poration be long protracted. 


The falt of borax to the tafte ap- : 


pears to be a neutral; but when it 
is examined by alkalies, it fhowsthe 
propertiesof an acid, effervefcing, 
uniting, anderyftallizing withthem, 
andit deftroys their alkaline qua- 
lity. Ic diffolves both in water and 
fpirit of wine, although not very 


readily in either. 





‘The virtues attributed to it may 
in fome degree be inferred from the 
name of fedative, by which it was 
Jong diftinguifhed. It has been 
fuppofed to be a mild anodyne, to 
diminith febrile heat, to prevent or 
remove delirium ; and to allay, at 
leaft for fome time, fpafmodical 
affections, particularly thofe which 


are the attendants of hypochondri- 
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afis and hyfteria. © It may be 
given in dofes from two to twenty 


grains. ; 


SAL AMMONIACUM DEPU- 
- RATUM. 
— Suec. 

Purified fal ammoniac. 
Diffolve fal ammoniac in {pring- 
water; {train the liquor through 
paper; evaporate it to drynefs 
in a glafs veflel by means of a 

moderate fire. © re 


Tue fal ammoriac imported 
from the Mediterranean often con- 
tains fuch impurities as to render 
the above procefs neceflary; but 
that which is prepared in Britain 
from foot and fea-falt, isin general 
brought to market in a ftate of 
very great purity. Hence this 
procefs is now altogether omitted 
both in the London and Edinburgh 
pharmacopoeias. It furnifhes, how- 
ever, when neceffary, aneafy and ~ 
effectual mode of obtaining a pure 
ammonia muriata. 3 
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MAGNESIA ALBA. 


_ Lond. 
| White magnefia. 
‘Take of 
Bitter purging falt, 


Kali, each two pounds; 
Diftilled water, boiling, swauky, 
pints. 

Diflolve the bitter falt and the kali 
{eparately in ten pints of water, 
and filter through paper; then 
mix them. Boil the liqnor a 
litte while, and ftrain it whilft 
hot through linen, upon which 
will remain the white magnefia ; 
then wafh away, by repeated af- 
fufions of diftilled AEE the vi- 
triolated kali, 


MAGNESIA ALBA. 
Edinb. 
White Magnefia. 


Bitter purging falt, 
Purified fixed vegetable alkali, 

equal weights. 
Diffolve them feparately in double 
their quantity of warm water, and 


. Jet the liquer be ftrained or o- 


therwife freed fromthe feces ; 
then mix them, and inftantly add 


cight times their’ quantity of . 


warm water. Let the liquor 
boil for a little on the fire, ftir- 
ring it at the fame time; then 


I A. 


left it reft till the heat be fome- 
what diminifhed: after which 
{train it through a cloth: the ~ 
magnefia will remain upon the- 
cloth, and itis to be wathed with 
pure ‘water till it be altogether 
void of faline tafte. 


THE procefies here directed by 
the London and Edinburgh colle- 
ges are nearly the fame; but the 
former feem to have improved 
fomewhat on the latter, both in fim- 
plifying the procefs, and in the em- 
ployment of diftilled water. 

The fal catharticus amarus, or 
Epfom falt, is a combination of the 
vitriolic acid and magnefia. In this 
procefs then, a double elective at- 
traction takes place: the vitriolic 
acid forfakes the magnefia and joins 


to the mildalkali, with which it has 


a preater attraction; whilft the 
magnefia in its turn unites with the 
fixed air difcharged from ihe mild 


alkali, and ready to be abforbed by 


any fubftance with witich it can 
combine. 

We have therefore two new pro- 
ducts, viz. a vitriolated tartar, and 
magnefia united with fixed air. 
The former is diffolved in the wa- 
ter, and may be preferved for ufe; 
the latter, as being much lefs foluble, 
{inks to ‘the bottom of the eee. 

Ce 3 The 
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‘The intention of employ ine fuch a 
large quantiry of waier and of the 
boiling is, that the vitriolated tar- 
tar may be all thoroughly difloiv- 
ed, this falt being to fcantily foluble 
in water, that without this expedi- 
ent a part of it might be precipitated 
along with the magnefia, It might 
perhaps be more convenient to em- 


ploy the mineral alkali; which form- 


ing a Glauber’s falt with the vitrio- 
lic acid, would require lefs water for 
its fufpenfion. By the after ablu- 
tions, however, the magnefia is fuf- 
ficiently freed of any portion of vi- 
triolated tartar which may have ad- 
hered t6.jt. 0 5 

~The ablutions fhould be made 
with very pure water; for nicer 
purpofes diftilled water may be ufed 
with advantage; and foft water is 
in every cafe neceflary. Hard wa- 
ter for this procefsis peculiarly in- 
admiflible, as the principle in wa- 
ters @:ving the property called Aard- 
ne/s, is generally owing to an im- 
perfect nitrous felenite, whofe bafe 
is capable of being difengaged by 
magnetia united with fixed air, For 
though the attraction of magnefia 
itfelf to the nitrous acid, is not 
greater than that .of caleareous 
earths; yet when combined with 
fixed air, a peculiar circumftance 
intervenes, whereon it is deducible, 
that the fum of the forces tending to 
join the calcareous earth with the 
air of the magnefia, and the magne- 
fia with the acid, is greater than 


the fum of the forces tending to. 


join the calcareous earth with the 
acid, and the magnefia with th 
fixed air. | es 
This phenomenon muft therefore 
depend on the prefence of fixed air, 


and its greater attraction for lime 


than for magnefia. On this ac- 
count, if hard warer be ufed, a quan- 
tity of calcareous earth muft infal- 
libly be depofited on the magnefia ; 


\ 
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whilft the nitrous acid with which 
it was combined in the water, fhall 
in iis turn attach itfelf to a portion 
of the maguefia, torming what may 
be called a wetrous magnefia. 

All the alkalies, ana alfo calcare- 
ous earths, have a greater atiraction 
for fixed air than magncfia bass | 
Hence, if this laf be precipitated 
from its folution in acids by cauttic 
alkali, it is then procured free of | 
fixed air; but for this purpofe cal- 
cination is more generally employ- 
ed in the manner dcfcribed 1n the 
procefs which next follows. Mage 
nefia is fcarcely foluble in any quan- 
tity whatever in water: the infie 
nitely fmall portion which this fluid 
is capable of taking up, is owing to 
the fixed air of the magnefia; and 
it has been lately difcovered, that 
Water impregnated with this acid, 
is capable of difiolving a confider- 
able ‘portions for this purpofe it is 
neceffary to employ magnefia al- 
ready faturated with fixed air, as 
magnetia deprived of this air would 
quickly sbliradt it from the water, 
whereby the force of the latter 
would be very confiderably dimi- 
nifhed. Such a folution of magne- 
fia might be ufeful for feveral pur- 
pofes in medicine. 


ae ait = 

Macnestia is the fame fpecies of 
earth with that obtained from the 
mother-ley of nitre, which was for 
feveral years a celebrated fecret in 
the handsof fome particular perfons 
abroad. Hoffman, who defcribes 
the preparation of the nitrous mag- 
nefia, gives it the character of an 
ufeful antacid, a fafe and inoffenfive 
laxative in dofes of a dram or two, 
and a diaphoretic and diuretic when 
given in fmaller dofes of fifteen or. 
twenty grains. Since his time, it 
has had a confiderable place in the 
practice of foreign phyficiafis; and 
is now in great efiecm among us, 
ae as GS eOe asi. 
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pariicularly in heart-burns, and for 
preventing or removing the many 
ditorders which chidrenare fo fre- 
queatly rchrown into from a redun- 
dance of acid humours in the firit 
pailages: it is preferred, on ac- 
count of its laxative quality, to the 
common abiorbents, which, unlefs 
gentle purgatives be given occafion- 
ally to carry themoff, are apt to 
lodge in the body, and occafion a 
coftivenefs very detrimental to in- 
fants. | 4 
Magnefia alba, when prepared in 
perfection, is a white and very fub- 
tile earth, perfectly void of fmell or 
tafte, of the clafs of thofe which 
diflolve in acids. It diffolves freely 
even in the vitriolic acid; which, 
in the common way of making foln- 


tions, takes up only an inconfidere 


able portion of other earths. Com- 
bined with this acid, it forms the 
bitter purging, or Epfom falt, very 


eafily foluble in water ; while the. 


common abforbents form with the 
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der different names, as the White 
powder of the Count of Palma, pow- 
der of Sentinelle, polychrefi, Laxative 
powder, &c. It feems to have got 
the character a/ba, to diftinguifh it 
from the dark coloured mineral call- 
ed allo" Magnefia, or manganefe; a 
fubftance poflefling very different 
properties, Weshaye not heard 
that pure native magnefia has been 
found in its uncombined ftate: A 
combination of it with fulphur has 
been difcovered to cover a ftratum 
of coal at Littry in Lower Nor- 
mandy. It has alfo been found in 
certain ferpentine earthsin Saxony, 
and in marly and alum earths. 


MAGNESIA USTA. 
Calcined magnefia. 
Take of : s 
White magnefia, four ounces. 
Expofe it toa ftrong heat for twe 
- hours; and when cold, fet it by. 
Keep it in a veilel clofely ftopr. 


fame acid almoft infipid concretes, . 


very difficult -of folution. 
tions of magnefia in all acids are 
bitter and purgative; while thofe 
of the other earths are more or lefs 
anftere and aftringent. A large 
dofe of magnefia, if the ftomach 
contain no acid to diffolve it, does 
not purge or produce any fenfible 
effect: a moderate one, if an acid 
be lodged there, or if acid liquors 
are taken after it, procures feveral 
ftools ; whereas the common abfor- 
 bents, in the fame circumftances, 
-inftead of loofening, bind the belly. 
It is obvious, therefore, that mag- 
nefia is {pecifically different from 
the other earths, and that it is ap- 
plicable to ufeful purpofes in medi- 
eit 5 ee : 
Magnefia was formerly made 
with the mother-water of nitre eva- 
porated to drynefs, or precipitated. 


by a fixed alkali. I: has gone un-. 


Solu- ~ 


MAGNESIA USTA. 
= Edinb. 
Calcined magnefia. 
Let mapnefia, placed ina crucible, 
be continued in a red heat for 
two hours; then put it up in 
clofe glafs veflels. 


By this procefs the magnefia is 
freed of fixed air; which, according 
to Dr Black’s experiments, confti- 
tutes about 7, of its weight. A 
kind of opaque foggy vapour is ob- 
ferved to efcape during the calcina- 
tion, which is nothing elfe than a 
quantity of fine particles of mag- 


nefia buoyed off along with a fiream 
About the 
end of the operation, the magnefia’ ~ 


of the difengaged air. 


exhibits a kind of luminous, or 
phofphorefcent property; and this 
may. be confidered a pretry exact 
criterion of its being deprived of air, 
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Calcined magnefia is equally 
mild as when faiurated with fixed 
air; and this circam{tance is fuffi- 
cient to eltablifh a difference be- 
tween it and calcareous earth; all 
of which is converted, by calcina- 
tion, into a cauttic quicklime. 

The magnefia ufta is ufed for 


the fame general purpofes as the 
magnefia combined with fixed air, 


In certain affections of the ftomach, 
accompanied with much flatulence, 
the calcined magnefia is found pre- 
ferable,not only ascontaining more 
of the real earth of magnelia in a 
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given quantity, but as being alfo 
deprived of its air. It neutralizes 


the acid of the ftomach, without 


that extrication of air, which isotten | 


a troublefome confequence in em- 
ploying the aérated magnélia im 
thefe complaints. It is proper to 
obferve, that magnefia, whether 
combined with, or deprived of fixt 
air, is fimilar to the mild calcareous 
earths in promoting and increafing 
putrefaction. The fame has even 
been obferved with refpeét to the 
Epfom and fome other {alts which 
have this earth for their bafe. 
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PREPARATIONS OF SULPHUR. 


ELORES SULPHURIS LOTI. 
Pte owd.< 4 
Wafbed flowers of fulpbur. 


Jake of 
Flowers of fulphur, one pound ; 
Diftilied water, four pints. 


Boil the fowers of fulphur a little 


while in the diftiiled water; 


then pour off this water, and wafh 


off the acid with eala Water ; 
laftly, dry the flowers. — 


Ks the former editions of our 


. phar macopoeias, directions were pie 
ven for the preparation of the flow-* 
ers of falphur themfelves : 
_ darge apparatus is neceflary for do- 


But as a 


ing it with any advantage, it is now 


~ almoft never attempted by the apo- 


thecaries. When the flowers are 


| phur. 


properly prepared, no change is 
made on the qualities of the ful- 
Its impurities only are fe- 
parated; and at the fametime it is 
reduced to a finer powder than it 


can eafily be brought to by any 


other means. But as the flowers 
of fulphurare generally fublimed 
into very capacious ‘Tooms, which 
contain a large quantity of air, 
in veifels not perfedtly clofe; fome 
of thofe that arife at firft are apr to 


take fire, and thus are changed’ in= 


to a volatile acid vapour, which 
mingling with the flowers that fub- 
lime afterwards, communicates to 
them aconfiderable degree of aci- 
dity. In this cafe, the ablution 
here directed is for the general ufe 
of the medicine abfolutely necef- 

"dary 


or 


Chap. 9. 
fary ; for che flowers, this tainted 
wiih acid, fometimes occ sfiun gripes, 
and may, 10 other refpedts, be pro- 

ductive of effe@s d fferent from 
thofe of pure fulphur. ‘There are, 
however, foine particular combina- 
tions, to which they are fuppofed to 
be better adapied when onwathed, 
foch as their union with mercury 
into sethiops mineral ; and accord- 
ingly for that preparation the un- 
wafhed flowers are directed by the 
London college. 


KALI SULPHURATUM. 
Loud. 
Sulphurated kali. 

Take of 
Flowers of fulphur, one ounce ; 
Kalli, five ounces. 

Mix the fait with the melted ful- 
phur, by frequenily flirring, un- 
til they unite into an uniform 
mafs. 


THis preparation in the former 
editions of our pharmacopocias had 
the namé of 4ephar Sulphuris. 

It is much more convenient to 
melt the fulphur firft by itfelf, and 
add the falt of tartar by degrees, as 
here directed, than to grind them 
together, and afterwards endeavour 
to melt them as ordered in former 
editions: For in this laft cafe the 
mixture will not flow Aufeiently 
thin to be properly united by ftir- 
ting; and the fulphor cither takes 
fire, or fublimes in flowers: which 
probably has been the reafon why 
fo large a proportion of it has been 
commonly direted. Even in the 
prefent method a confiderable part 
of the falphur will be diflipated ; 
and if it were not, the hepar would 
not be of its due quality: for one 
part of fulphur requires two of the 
alkaline falt to render it perfe&ly 
foluble in water, which this pre- 
paration ought to be. 
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The hepar fulphuris has a fetid 
fmell, and a naufeous tafte. Solu- 
tions of it in water, made with fu- 
gar into a fyrup, have been recom- 
mended in coughs and other difor- 
ders of the breaft. Our Pharmaco- 
poeias, neverthelefs, have deferved- 
ly rejected this fyrup, as common 
practice bas almoft done the bal- 
fams. Solutions of the hepar, in 
water, have been alfo recommend- 
ed in herpetic and other cotaneons 
affections. Some phyficians have 
even employed this folution, in a 
large quantiry, as a bath for the 
cure of pfora; and in cafes of te- 
nea capitis, it has often been nfed 
by way of lotion. 

The hepar, digefted in ‘peaified 
fpirit of wine, imparts a rich gold 
colour, a warm, fomewhat aroma- 
tic tafte, and a peculiar, nor un- 
graicful "fmell. _A tincture of this 
kind is kept in the fhops under the 
name of another mineral. The he- 
par fulphuris has been by fome 
{trongly recommended to preyent 
the effects fs mineral poifons. 


OLEUM SULPHURATUM 
ET PETROLEUM SULPHU- 
RATUM. _ 

Lond. | 

Sulphurated oil and fulphurated pe- 

troleum, 

Take of 
Flowers of fulphur, four oun- 

Ces 
Olive oil, fixteen ounces. | 

Eoil the flowers of brimftone, with 
the oil, ina pot flightly covered, 
until they be united. 

In the fame manner is made fulpbre 
rated petroleum. 


These articles are analogous te 
what had formerly a place in our 
pbarmacopoeias under the titles of 
balfumum fulphuris fimplex, craffum, 
et Barbadenfe. And befides thefe, 
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a place was alfo given to the balfa- 
mum falphuris anifatum, terebin- 
thinatum, &c. While thefe articles, 
however, are now banifhed from 


our pharmacopoeias, even thofe re- 


' gained are lefs in ufe than for- 


merly. 
Thefe preparations are more con- 


veniently and fafely made in a tall 


glafs body, with the mouth at leaft 
an inch in diameter, thanin the cir- 
culatory or clofe veffels in which 
they commonly have been directed 
to be prepared: for when the ful- 
phur and oil begin to act vehement- 


Jy upon each other, they not only 
rarify into a large volume, but like- 


now and then fhaken. 


wife throw out impetuoufly great 
quantities of an elaftic vapour; which 
if the veffels be clofed, or the ori- 
fices not fufficient to allow it a free 
exit, will infallibly burft them: 
Hoffman relates.a very remarkable 
hiftory of the effects of an accident 
of this kind, In the vefiel above 
recommended, the procefs may be 
completed, without danger, in four 
or five hours, by duly managing the 
fire, which fhould be very gentle 


- for fome time, and afterwards in- 


creafed fo as to make the oil juft 
babble or boil; in which ftate ic 
fhould be kept till all the fulphur 
appears to be taken up, | 

Effential oils employed as a men- 
ftrua for fulphur, undergo a great 
alteration from the degree of heat 
neceflary for enabling them to dif- 
folve the fulphur; and hence the 
balfams have not near fo much of 
their flavour as might be expected, 


_ It thould therefore feem more eli- 


gible to add a proper quantity of 
the effential oil to the fimple bal- 
fam ; thefe readily incorporate by 
a gentle warmth, if the veffel be 
We may 
thus compofe a balfam more elegant 
than thofe made in the manner for- 
merly recommended, and which 
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retains fo much of the flavour of 
the oil, as is in fome meafure fuf. 
ficient to cover the tafte of the ful- 
phur, and render it fupportable. 

The balfams of fulphur have been 
flrongly recommended in coughs, 
confumptions, and other diforders 
of the breaft and lungs: But the re- 
putation which they have had in 
thefe cafes, does not appear to have 
been built upon any fair trial or ex- 
perience of their virtues. They are 
manifeftly hot, acrimonious, and 
irritating; and therefore thould be 
ufed with the nrmoft caution. They 
have frequently been found to in- 
jure the appetite, offend the fto- 
mach and vifcera, parch the body, 
and occafion thirftand febrile heats. 
The dofe of the fimple balfam is 
from ten to forty drops: thofe with 
effential oils are not given in above 
half thefe quantities. Externally, 
they are employed for cleanfing and 
healing foulrunning ulcers. Boer- 
haave conjectures, that their ufe in 
thefe cafes gave occafion to the vir- 
tues afcribed to them when taken 
internally. 


SULPHUR PRACIPITA- 
TUM. : 


Lond. : 
Precipitated fulphur. 
Take of 

Sulphurated kali, fix ounces; 
Diftilled water, one pound and 
an half; 3 : 
Vitriolic acid, diluted, as much ~ 
as is fufficient. : 
Boil the fulphurated kali in the di- 
filled water until it be diffolved. 
Filter the liquor through paper, 
to which add the vitriolic acid. 
Wath the precipitated powder by 
often pouring on water ull ir be- 
comes infipid. — 


Tris preparations not fo white 
as that of the-laft pharmacopoeia, 
| ‘which 


wey 
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which was made with qnicklime ; 
and which in fome pharmacopveias 
had the name lac fulphuris. 

Pure lac {ylphuris is not different 
in quality irom pure iuiphur itfelf : 
to which it is preferred in ungu- 
ents, &c. only on account of its 
colour. The whitenefs does not 
proceed from the fulphur having loft 
any of its paris in the operation, or 
from any new matter fuperadded ; 
for if common, fulphur be ground 
with alkaline falis, and fet to fub- 
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lime, it arifes of a like white co- 
lour, the whole quantity of the al- 
kali remaining unchanged; and if 
the lac be melted with a gentle 
fire, it returns into yellow fulphur 
ap: ail. 

It may be obferved, that the 
name /ac fu/phuris, or milk of ful- 
pbur, applied among us to the pre- 
cipitate, is by the French writers 
confined to the white liquor be- 
forethe principitate has fallen from 
ifs 
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PREPARATIONS or ANTIMONY. 


Nttmony is compofed of a 
metal, anited with fulphur or 
common brimftone, 

Jf powdered antimony be expofed 
to a gentle fire, the fulpbur ex- 
hales ; the metallic part remain- 
ing in form of a white calx, re- 
ducible, by proper fluxes, into a 
whitifh brittle metal, called re- 
gulus. This is readily diftin- 
guifhed from the other bodies of 


that clafs, by its not being fo- 


luble in aquafortis ; its proper 
menftruum is aqua regia. 

If aqua regia be poured upon crude 
antimony, the metallic part will 
be difflolved ; and the fulphur 


thrown out, partly to the fides of 


the veffel, and partly to the fur- 
face of the liquor, in the form of 
a greyifh yellow fubftance. This, 
feparated and purified by fubli- 
mation, appears on all trials the 


fame sith pure common ‘brim ~ 
flone. 


The metal, freed from the falphnr 


naturally blended with it, and. 


afierwards fufed with common 
brimftone, refumes the appear- 
ance and qualities of crude antie 
mony. | 


THE antimonial metal is a mee 


dicine of the greateft power of any 
known fubftance ; a quantity too 
minute to be fenfible on the ten- 
dereft balance, is capable of produ 
cing virulent effeéts, if taken dif- 
folyed, or ina foluble ftate. If gis 
ven in fuch a form as to be imme- 
diately mifcible with the animal 
fluids, it proves violently emetic ; 
if fo managed as to be more flowly 
acted on, cathartic; and in. either 
cafe, if the dofe be extremely fmall, 
diaphoretic. Thus, though vege- 
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table acids extract fo little from 
this metal, thatthe remainder feems 
to have loft nothing of its weight, 
“the tinctures prove in no larger 
dofes ftronyly emetic, and in {mal- 
Jer ones powerfully diaphoretic. 
The regulus has been caft into the 
form of pills, which aed as viru- 
fent cathartics, though without fuf- 


wee any fenfible diminution of 


weight in their paflage through the 
body ; and this repeatedly, “for a 
great number of times. 

This metal, divefted of the in- 
flammable principle which it hasin 
common with other metallic bodies 
‘that are reduced to a calx, becomes 
indiffoluble and ina&tive. The calx 
neverthelefs, urged witha ftrong 
fire, melts into a glafs, which is as 
eafy of folution, and as virulent in 
operation, as the regulus itfelf: the 
glafs, thoroughly mingled with fuch 
fobftances as prevents its folubility, 


as wax, refins, and the like, is oe 


rendered mild. 


Vegetable acids, as has already 
been obferved, diffolve but an ex- 
- tremely’ minute portion of this me- 

tal: the folution neverthelefs proves 
powerfally emetic and cathartic. 
The nitrous and vitriolic acids only 
corrode it into.a powder, to which 
‘they adh here fo flightly as to be fe- 
‘parable'in aconfiderable degree by 
water, and totally by fire , leaving 
the regulas in form of a calx fimilar 
‘to‘that prepared by fire alone. The 
marine acid has a very different ef- 
fe&; this reduces the. ae us Into 
a violent corrofive ; and’ t Dida it 
difficultly unites, yet very clofely 
‘adheres to it, infomuch as not to be 


feparable by any ablation, nor by | 


vast the regulus arifing along with 
“The nitrous or vitriolic acids 

opel the. marine. and thus reduce 

the corrofive | into a calx fnibar to 

pe foregeitig. ° Sy 
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Sulphur remarkably abates the 
power of this metal: and hence 
crude antimony, in which che regn- 
lus appears to be combined with 
fulphur, from one-fourth to one- 
half its weight, proves alrogether 
mild. If a part of rhe fulphur be 
taken away, by fuch operations as 
do not deftroy or calcine the metal, 
the remaining mafs becomes pro- 
portionably more active. 

The fulphur of antimony may be 
expelled by deflagration with nitre : 
the larger the quantity of nicre, to 
a certain point, the more of ‘the 
fulphur will be diffipated, and the 
preparation will be the more aétive. 
If the quantity of nitre be more 
than fufficient to confume the ful- 
phur, the reft of it, deflagrating 
with the inflammable principle of 
the regulus itfelf, renders it again 
mild. 

The fulphur of antimony is like- 
wife abforbed, in fufion, by certain 
metals, and by alkaline falts. Thefe 


| 
| 
| 


Jaft, when. united with fulphur, — 


prove a menftruam forall the me- 
tals (zine excepted); and hence, if 
the fufion be. Jong continued, the 


regulus is taken up, and rendered 


foluble i in water. 

From thefe particulars witli re- 
fpect to antimony, it may naturally 
be concluded, that it not only, fur- 
nifhes us with an ufeful and active 
medicine, but that itmay alfo be 


exhibited for medical purpofes-un-. 


dé: a great variety of different 
fore: and that the effects of thefe 
will be confiderably diverfified. 
And this has in reality been the 
cafe. When treating of antimony in 
the materia medica, we have nor 
only offered fome obfervations on 
iis medical, but have alfo exhibited 
a view of its different preparations 
for medical parpofes, thrown into 


¥ 


a tabular form y Dy Black, But al- 
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though there is perhaps no prepa- 
ration there mentioned, which is 
not fitted to ferve fome ufeful pur- 
pofe ; yet the colleges both of Lon- 
don and Edinburgh have now re- 
ftricted the nomber of preparations 
in their pharmacoposias to a few 
only. And it is highly ee 
that from the proper employment 
of thefe every ufeful purpofe tobe 
an{wered by antimony may be ac- 
complifhed. 


ANTIMONIUM CALCINA- 
TUM. 
Lond. 
Calcined antimony. 
Take of 
Antimony, powdered, eight oun- 
ces. 
Nitre, powdered, two pounds. 
Mix them, and caft the mixture by 
degrees into a red hot crucible. 
Burn the white matter about half 
an hour ; and, when cold, pow- 
der it; after which wath it with 
diftilled water, 


In the laft edition of the London 
Pharmacopoeia this preparation had 
the name of ca/x antimonii ; and it 
may be confidered as ar leaft very 
nearly approaching to fome other 
antimonials of the old pharmaco- 
pocias, particularly to the antimo- 


nium diaphoreticum nitratum, an- 


timonium diaphoreticum lotum, and 
the nitrum ftibiatum ; none of which 
are now receivedas feparate formu- 
lasofour pharmacopoeia, and indeed 









as thus prepared, has now no place 
in the Edinbargh pharmacopoeia. 

The calx of antimony, when 
reed by wathing from the faline 
matter, is extremely mild, if not 
altogether inactive. Hoffman, Le- 
mery, and others, affure us, that 
they have never experienced from 
tany fuch effects as its ufual title 
imports: Boerhaave declares, that 
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even the calx antimonii itfelf,ar leaft. 


it is a mere metallic earth » entirely 
deftitute of all medicinal Virtue 5 
and the Committee of the London 
College admit, that it has no fen- 
fible operation. The common dofe 
is from five grains to a fcruple, or 

half a dram ; though Wilfon re- 
lates, that he has known it given 
by h alf ounces, and repeated twoor 
three times a-day, for feveral days 
together. # 


fe 7 


Some report, that ‘this eae by 


keeping for a length of time, con- 
tracts an emetic quality : 


not entirely deftroyed ; 
ase Ae Cs the virines of other 


From E 
whence it has been concluded, that. 
the powers of the reguline part are. 
that the 


antimonials which are given as al-— 


teratives ; 
dofes as not to ftimulate the primase 


viz ; and that therefore diapho- 
retic antimony, or calcined anti- 


mony, as it is now more properly 
ftyled, is certainly among the mild- 


eft preparations of that mineral, 
and may be ufed for children, and — 
fimilar delicate conftitutions where _ 


the ftomach and inteftines are eali- 


ly atfected. The obfervation, how- - 
ever, from which thefe conclafions 
are drawn, does not appear to be 


well founded: Ludovici relates, 
that after keeping the powder for 


; that is, an {ugh. {mall 


four years, it proved as mild as at 


firtt : 


that where the calx has proved. re 


metic, it had either been given in 
fach cafes as would of themfelves 


have been attended with this fymp- 
tom, for the great alexipharmae 
virtues attributed to it have occati- 
oned it to be exhibited even in the 
more dangerous malignant fevers, 
and other diforders which are fre- 
quently accom panied with vomit- 
ing ; orthat it had not been {nffi- 
ciently calcined, or perfectly freed 
from fuch part of the regulus as 
might remain uncalciued. The 

Unix 


and the Strafburgh pharma-_ 
copoela, with good reafon, fufpedts. 


AIA | 
uncalcined part being grofler than 
the true calx, the feparation is ef- 
fected by wafhing over with water, 
in the fame manner as directed for 
feparating earthy powders from 
their groflér parts. 

It has been obferved, that when 
diaphoretic antimony is prepared 
with nitre abounding with fea-falt, 
of which all the common nitre con- 
tains fome portion, the medicine 
has proved violently emetic. This 
effect is not owing to any particular 
quality of the fea- falt, but to its 
quantity, by which the proportion 
of the nitre to the antimony is ren- 
dered lefs, 

The xzitrum flibiatum, as it was 
called, is produced by the deflagra- 
tion of the fulphur of the antimo- 
ny with the nitre, in the fame man- 
ner as the fal polychreft,trom which 
it differs no otherwife than in re- 
taing fome portior the antimo- 
nialealx, = 

Notwithftanding the doubts en: 
tertained by fome refpecting the 
activity of the antimonium calcina- 
tum, yet the London college have 
in our opinion done right in re- 
taining it. For while it is on all 
hands allowed, that it is the mildeft 
of our antimonials ; ; there are fome 
accurate obfervers who confider it 
as by no means ineflicacious. Thus 
Dr Healde tells us, that he has been 
in the habit of employing it for up- 
wards of forty years, and is much 
deceived, if when genuine, it be 
not productive of yood effects. 


oe 







CALX ANTIMONII NITRA- 
TA. 
Edinb. 
Nitrated calx of antimony. 
Take of 
Antimony, calcined for inaking 
the glafs of antimony ; 
Nitre, “equal weights. 
Having mixed, and put them into 
a — let them be toafted, 


\ 
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fo that the matter fhall be of a 
red colour for ai honr; then. let 
it be taken out of the crucible, 
and, after beating it, wath it ree 
peated! ly with warm ‘water till it 
be infipid. 


ALTHOUGH this preparation a+ 
grees nearly in name with the pre- 
ceding, and has been confidered ag 
being nearly a complete calx of an- 
timony, yet there can be no doubt 
that it is a medicine of a much 
more active naiure than the for- 
mer; and in place of being one of 
the mildeft of the antimonials, it 
often operates with great violence 
when given in dofes of a few grains 
only... * 

Bot as the effeéts of every pre- 
paration of antimony, not already 
conjoined with an acid, muft de- 
pend on the quantity and condition | 
of the acid in the ftomach, fo the 
ablution of the bafe of the titre in 
this procefs, gives full power to the: 
acid of the jtomach to act as far as | 
poffible on the calx; whereas when: 
the unwafhed calx is employed, a: 
great quantity of the acidin the fto-. 
mach is neutralifed by the alkaline: 
bafe of the nitre adhering to the: 
calx. The calx antimonii nitrata: 
is fuppofed to be nearly the fame: 
with the article which has been fo) 
much celebrated, and has had fuch. 
an extenfive fale under the title of ' 
Dr Fames’s fever powder. And it: 
was aS an article which might be, 
employed in the place of James’s; 
powder, that the Edinburgh col- 5 
lege introduced this intotheir phar-. 
macopoecia. There is, however,, 
reafon to believe, that the prepara. 
tionof James’s powder is fomewhatr 
different from that here direéted:; 
but their effe@s, as fat as our ob-. 
fervation goes, appear to be al 
nearly the fame. 

The calx antimonii nitrata has: 
been thought by fome preferable to) 

emetic | 
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emetic tartar, where the permanent 
effects of a long-continued naufea 
are required, and where we with 
our antimonials to pafsthe pylorus 
and produce purging. But, like 
every other preparation where the 
reguline part is only rendered ac- 
tive by the acid in the ftomach, the 
calx antimonii nitrata isin all cafes 
of uncertain operation ; fometimes 
proving perfectly inert, and at other 
times véry violent in its effects. 
The dofeis generally tenor twelve 
grains, and this is often given all 
at once; an inconvenience not at- 
tending the emetictartar ; the quan- 
tity and effets of which we cange- 


nerally meafure with furprifing mi- 


nutenefs. 

There is, however, reafon to be- 
lieve, that by means of James’s 
powder, and the calix nitrata, an 
artificial termination of fever is 
fometimes accomplifhed, and that 
too more frequently than by emetic 
tartar. This perhaps may fometimes 


be the confequence of the violence 


) 


ee ae 


with which they operate. At the 
fame time it muft be admitted, that 
even the moft violent operation by 
no means enfures an immediate re- 
covery, but that on the contrary it 
is fometimes manifeftly attended 
with bad effects. 


CROCUS ANTIMOMII. 
Lond. 
Crocus of antimony. 


Take of 


© Antimony, powdered ; 


~Nitre, powdered, of each one 
pound ; 
Sea-falt, oe ounce. 

Mix, and put them by degrees 
into a-red-hot crucible, and 
melt them with an augmented 
heat. Pour out the melted mat- 
ter; and, whencold, feparate it 
from the fcoriz. 
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The mixture of antimony and nitre, 
made as above, is to be injeéted 
by degrees into a red-hot cru- 

-cible; when the detonation is 
over, feparate the reddifh metal- 
lic matterfrom the whitifhcrutt; 

_ beat it into powder, and edul- 
corate it by repeated wafhings 
with hot water, till the water 
comes off infipid. 

Ss : vege S 

Here the antimonial folphur is 
almoft totally confumed, and the 
metallic part left divefted of its cor- 
rector. Thefe preparations, given 
from two to fix grains, generally 
act as violent emetics, greatly dif- 
ordering the conftitution. But the 
operation, like that of every prepa-- 
ration of antimony whofe reguline 
part is not joined with an acid, 
muit be liable to variations accords 
ing tothe quantity and condition 
of the acid in the ftomach. Their 
principal ufe is in maniacal cafes,- 
as the bafis of fome other prepara. 
tions; and among the farriers, 
who frequently give to horfes an 
once or two a day, divided in- 
to different dofes as an alterative :- 
in thefe and other quadrupeds, this 
medicine aéts chiefly as a diapho- 
retic. . | 

The chemifts have been accu- 


ftomed to make the crocus with a 


lefs proportion of nitre than what 
is directed above ; and without any 
farther melting than what enfues 
from the heat which the matter ac- 
quires by deflagration, which when 
the quantity is large, is very confi- 
derable: a little common falt is 
added to promote the fufion. The 
mixture is put by degrees into an- 
iron pot or mortar, fomewhat heat-_ 
ed, and placed undera chimney: 
when the firft ladleful is in, a piece 
of lighted charcoal is thrown to it, 
which fets the matter on fire; the 
| reft 
» 
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reft of the mixture is then added 
by little and little; the deflagra- 
tion is foon over, and the whole ap- 
pears in perfect fufion : when cold, 
-aconfiderable quantity of {coriz is 
found upon the furface; which {co- 
riz are eafily knocked off with a 
hammer. Thecrocus prepared af- 


ter this manner, is of a redder co-. 


lour than thatof the former edi- 
tions of the London pharmacopoeia. 
And indeed the method now direc- 
ted by the London college may be 
confidered as founded on this: 
Ie. differs principally from that 
of the Edinburgh college in the 
employment of the fea-falt, by 
which the procefs is much facili- 
tated... 


ANTIMONIUM MURIA- 
TUM.. 
Lond. 
_  Muriated antimony. 
Take of 
Thecrocus of antimony, powder- 
ed ; 
Vitriolic acid, each one pound; 
Dry fea-falt, two pounds. 
Pour the vitriolic acid intoa retort, 
-adding by degrees the fea-falt 
and crocus of antimony, pre- 
vioufly mixed; then diftil ina 
fand-bath. Let the diftilled mat- 
ter be expofed to the air feveral 
days, and then let the fluid part 
be poured off from the dregs. 


CAUSTICUM ANTIMO.- 
NIALE volgo BUTYRUM 
ANTIMONII. 
Edinb. 
Butter of antimony. 
Take of 
Crude antimony, one part; 
Corrofive mercury fublimate, two 
parts. ; 
Grind them. firft feparately ; then 
thoroughly mix them together, 
taking the nimoft care to avoid 


& 
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the vapours. Put the mixture 
into a coated glafs retort (having 
a fhort wide neck), foas to fill 
one half of it: the retort being 
placedin a fand-furnace, and a 
receiver adapted to it, pive firft 
a gentle heat, that only a dewy 
vapour may arife: the fire be- 
ing then increafed, an oily li- 
quor will afcend and congeai in 
the neck of the retort, appearing 
hke ice, which is to be melted 
down by a live-coal cautiouily 
applied, This oily matter is co 
be rectified in a glafs retort into 
a pellucid liquor. 


THE procefs here directed by the 
Edinburgh college, and which is 
nearly the fame with what ftood iz 
the former edition of the London 
pharmacopoeia, is extremely dange- 
rous, infomuch, that even the life 
of the operator, though tolerably 
verfed in common pharmacy, may 
be much endangered for want of 
due care. Boerhaave relates, that 
one, who from the title he vives 
him is not to be fuppofed inexpert 
in chemical operations, or unac- 
quainted with the danger atrend- 
ing this, was fuffocated for want 
of proper care to prevent the burft-- 
ing of the retort. The fumes which — 
arife, even upon mixing the anti- 
mony with the fublimate, are high- 
ly noxious, and fometimes iffue fo 
copioufly and fuddenly, as very dif- 
ficultly to be avoided. The ut-~ 
moft circumfpection therefore is ne- 
ceflary. 

The cauftic, or butter, as it is 
called, appears to be a folution of 
the metallic part of the antimony 
in the marine acidof the fublimate: 
the fulphur of the antimony, and 
the mercury of the fublimate re- 
main. at the bottom of the retort, 
united into an ethiops. This folu- 
tion does not fucceed with fpirit of 

falt 


3 


Chap. 10, 


falt in its liquid ftate, and cannot 
be effected, unlefs (asin the cafe of 
making (ublimate) either the acid 


be highly concentrated, and. both 


the ingredients ftrongly heated ; or 
when the antimony is expofed to 
the vapours of the acid diftilled from 
the black calx of manganefe. By 
this laft procefs a perfect folution of 
the regulus of antimony in the mu- 
riatic acid is effected. Of this 
more fimple, more fafe, and lefs ex- 
penfive method of. preparing muri- 
ated antimony, am account is given 
by Mr Roffel in the Tranfactions 
of the Royal Society of Edin- 
burgh. 

If regulus of antimony wereadd- 
ed in the diftillation of fpirit of 
fea-falt without water, a folution 
would alfo be made. 

The method, however, now di- 
rected by .the Londoa college, in 
which vitriolic acid and fea-falt are 
employed to give a double cledtive 
attraction, is perhaps to be confi- 
dered as preferable to any of the 
others. In this they have followed 
very nearly the directions given in 
the Pharmacopoeia Suecica, which 
are taken from the pears of Mr 
Scheele. 

When the congediod matter that 
arifes into the neck of the retort is 
liquified by the moifture of the air, 
it proves lefs corrofive than when 
melted down and reétified by heat ; 
though, it feems, in either cafe, to 
be fafficiently ftrong for the purpo- 

fes it is intended for, as the confu- 
ming of fangous flefh and the cal- 
lous lips of ulcers. It is remark- 
able, that though this faline con- 


. crete readily and almoit entirely dif- 
- folves by the humidity of the air, 


only a {mall quantity of white pow- 
der feparating, it neverthelefs will 
not diffolve on putting water to it 
dire@ly : even when previoufly li- 

quified by the air, the addition of 
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der. 


any 
water will precipitate the folution, 
And accordingly, by the addition 
of water is formed that once cele- 
brated article known by the title of 
mercurius vite, or Algeroth’s pow- 
This preparation, although not 
now ufed by itfelf, is employed both 
by the Edinburgh college and alfo 
by fome of the foreign ones, in the 
formation of emetic tartar, the 
moft ufeful of all the antimonials. 
And although chemifts are nor al- 
together agreed with regard to the 


-beft mode of forming the antimo- 


nium tartarizatum, yet we fhall af- 
terwards have occafion to obferve; 
when treating of that article, the 
preparation of | it’ from the antimo- 
niam. muriatum , or rather from its 
precipitate. Algeroth’s powder is 
perhaps ie beft mode which has 
yet been prepared. And were it 


‘even with no other intention, a fafe, 
eafy, and cheap method, of form- 


ing an antimonium moriatum, , may 
be confidered as an important im- 
provement in our pharmacopoeias. 


PULVIS ANTIMONIALIS. 
Lond. 
Antimonial powder. 

Take of 
Antimony, coarlely powdered, 
Hartfhorn-fhavings, each two 

pounds ; 

Mix, and put them into a broadred 
hot iron pot, ftirring conftantly 
till the mafs acquires a grey co- 
lour. Powder the matter when 
cold, and put it into a coated 
crucible. Lute to it another 
crucible inverted, which has a 
{mall hole in its bottom: ang 
ment the fire by degrees toared 
heat, and keep it fo for two 
hours. Laftly, reduce the matter, 
when cold, toa very fine powder. 


In this preparation, the ntetal- 
lic part of the antimony in a ftate 
Dd af 
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of calx, wil] be united with that 
part of the hartfhorn which is indi- 
ftructible by the action of fire, viz. 
its abforbent earth. If this powder 
be properly prepared, it is of a white 
colour, It isa mild antimonial pre- 
paration, and is given as an altera- 
tive from three to fix grains for a 
dofe. 
fometimes creates naufea, and even 
vomits. In larger dofes it proves e- 
metic, and operates by ftool. 


SULPHUR ANTIMONIEE 
PRACIPITATUM. 
| Lond. 
Pe ecipitated fulphur of antimony. 
Take of 
Antimony,powdered, twopounds; 
- Water of pure kali, four pints.; 
Diftilled water, three pints. __ 
Mix, and boil them with a flow fire 
for three hours, conftantly ftir- 
ring, and adding the diftilled wa- 
ter as it fhall be wanted ; ftrain 
the hot ley through a double linen 
cloth, and into the liquor, whilft 
yet hot, drop by degrees as much 
‘Giluted vitriolic acid as is fuffi- 
cient to precipitate the fulphur. 
Wath off, with warm water, the 
Vitriolated kali. 


SULPHUR ANTIMONIL 
PRACIPITATUM, vulgo 
SULPHURAURATUM AN- 
FIMONE, 

| Edinb. 
ee Sulphur of antimony. 

Boil, in an iron pot, four pounds of 
cauttic ley diluted with three pints 
of water, and throw in by degrees 
two pounds of powdered antimo- 
ny; keeping them continually 


{tirring, with an iron fpatula, for | 


three hours, over 4 gentle fire, 
and occafionally fapplying more 
water. The liquor loaded with 
the fulphur of antimony being 


then {trained through a woollen 


cloth, drop into it gradually, 
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whilft it continues hot, fo much 
{pirit of nitre, diluted with an- 
equal quantity of water, as fhall 
be fafficient to precipitate the. 
falphur, which is afterwards to, 
be carefully wafhed with hot 
water, | 


Tue foregoing preparations are 
not flrictly falphurs ; they contain 
a confiderable quantity of the metal- 
liepart of the antimony, whichis re- 


_ ducible from them ed proper fluxes. 


Thefe medicines mu{t needs. be li- 
able to’ great variation in point of 
ftrength ; and in this refpect they 
are, perhaps, the moft precarious, 
though fome have affirmed that they 
are the moft certain of the antimo- 
nial medicines... 

They proveemeticwhen takenon 
an empty ftomach, im a dofe of four, 
five, or fix grains; but in the pre- 


‘fent practice they are fcarce prefcrt- 


bed with thisintention ; being chief- 
ly ufed as alterative deobftruents, 
particularly in cutaneous diforders. 
Their emetic quality is eafily blun- 
ted, by making them up into pills 
with refins or extracts, and giving 
them on a full ftomach : with thefe 
cautions, they have been increafed 
to the rate of fixteen grains a-day, 
and continued for a confiderable 
time, without occafioning any dif- 
turbance upwards or downwards. 

As their ftrength ts precarious, they — 
fhould be taken at firft in very fmalt 
dofes, and increafed by degrees 
according to their effect. 


A compofition of the fulphur au- 
ratum, with mercurius dulcis, has 
been found a powerful, yet fafe al- 
terative, in cutaneous diforders ; 
and has completed a cure after fali- 
vation ltad failed. In venereal caf- 


_ es, likewife, this medicine has pro- 


duced eiceHent EHGES. A mixture 
of equal parts of the fulphur and ca-: 
lomel (well triturated together and 

made. 


: 
: 


| 
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- made into pills with extracts, &e.) 


may be taken from four to eight or 
ten grains, morning and night; the 
patient keeping moderately warm, 
and drinking after each dofe a 
draught of a decoétion of the woods, 

or other like liquors. . This medi- 
cine generally promotes perfpiration, 
fearce occafioning any tendency to 
vomit or purge, or affecting the 
mouth. 


ANTIMONIUM TARTARISA- 
TUM. 

Loud. 

; T artarifed antimony. 

‘Pake of 
Crocus of antimony, powdered, 

one pound and an half; 

Cryftals of tartar, two pounds ; 
Dittilled water, two gallons. 

Boil in a glafs veffel about a quarter 
ofan hour: filter through paper, 
and fet afide the ftrained liquor | 
io cryftallize. 


TARTARUS ANTIMONI ALIS 
vulgo TARTARUS EMETI- 
CUS. 

Edinb. 
_ Emetie tartar. 

Take of 
The caufticum antimeniale what 

quantity you choefe; pour it 
into warm water, in which fo 
much of the purified vegetable 

' fixed alkali has been previoufly 
diffolved, that the antimonial 
powder may be precipitated, 
which after being well wafhed 
is to be exficcated. 


~ ‘Then to five pounds of water add 


of this powder nine drams of cry- 
ftals of tartar, beat into a very 
_ fine powder, two ounces anda 
half; boil for a little tillthe pow- 
ders be diffolved. 


Let the ftrained folution be flowly 


evaporated in a glafs veflel to a 
pellicle, fo that cryftals may be 
+ formed. 
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We have here two modes of 
forming the moft common, and per- 
haps we may add the moft ufeful, of 
all the antimonial preparations that 
has been long known in the {hops 
under the name of emetic t artar. 
Thefe modes differ confiderabl y 
from each other; buti in both, the re- 
guline part of the antimony is unit- 
ed with the acid of the tartar. It is 
perhaps difficult to fay to which 
mode of preparation the preference 
is to be given ; for on this fubject the 
beft chemifts are {till divided in their 
opinion. The mode directed by the 


‘London college is nearly the fame 


with that in former editions of their 
Pharinacopocia, while that now a- 
dopted by the Edinburgh college, in 
which they have nearly followedthe | 
Pharmacopoeia Roffica, is of later 
date. That in both ways good eme- 
tic tartar may be formed, is Very Cer 
tain: But in our opinion, when it is 
_formed of the precipitate from the 


Wis criacic acid, or the poudre d’ ' Alge- 


rotiz, as it has been called, there is 
the leaft chance of its being uncer- 
tain in its operation: and this me- 
thod comes recommended to us on 
the authority of Bergman, Scheele, 
and fome others of the firft namesin 
chemiftry. Bergman advifes, that 
the calx be precipitated by fimple wae 
ter, as being leaft liable to variation ; 
and this is the direction followed 
in the Pharmacopoeia Roflicas But 
when the calx is precipitated by an 
alkaline ley, as it is directed by the 
Edinburgh college, it is more cer- 
tainly freed from the muriatic acid, 
and will of courfe be milder. 

In the after part of the procefs, 
whether precipitate or crocus have 
been ufed, the quantity of the anti- 
monial ought always to be fome 
drams more than is abfolutely necef- 
fary for faturating the acid of tar- 
tar, fo that no’ cryftals may fhoot 
which are notimpregnated with the 
active metallic part of the antimony. 
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And in order to fecure an uniform 
flrength, fome attention is neceffary 
in collecting the cryftals, as fome 
“may contain more metal thanothers. 
“After they are all feparated from 
_ the liquor, they ought to be beat to- 

gether in a glafs mortar into a fine 
powder, whereby the medicine may 
be of uniform ftrength. 

Emetic tartar is, of, all the pre- 
parations of antimony, the moft 
certain in its operation. 

Tt will be fufficient, in confidering 
the medicinal effects of antimonials, 
that we fhould obferve, once for all, 
that their emetic property depends 
on two different conditions of the 
Teguline part: the firftis where the 
reguline part is only active, by be- 
ing rendered fo from meeting with 
an acid in the ftomach ; ; the fecond 
is, wherethe reguline part is already 
joined with an acid , rendering it ac- 
tive. 
parations, the firf 


reducible to 


head, muft always be of uncertain 


operation. Such then is the equal 
uncertainty in the chemical condi- 
tionand medicinal effests of the cro- 
ci, the hepata, and the calces; all 
of which procefles are different fteps 
or degrees of freeing the reguline 
part from fulphar and phlogifton. 
Tt is equally plain, that the prepa- 
rations coming under the fecond 
head, muft be always conftant and 
certain in their cee Such a 
one is emetic tartar, the dofe and 
etfects of which we can meafure 
with great exactnefs. 

The title of this medicine ex- 
prefles its principal operation. It is 
one of the beft of the antimonial e- 
metics, acting more powerfully than 
the quantity of crocus contained in 
it would do by itfelf, though it does 
not fo much ruffle the conftitution. 
And indeed antimonials in general, 
when thus rendered foluble by vege- 
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It is obvious, that thefe pre-. | 
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table acids, are more fafe and cer- 
tain in their effects than the violent 
preparations of that mitieral exhi- 
bited by themfelves ; the former ne- 
ver varying in their a¢tion from a 
difference in ye food taken during 
their ufe, or other fimilar circum- 
tlances ; hich occafioning more or 
lefs of the others to be diffolved, 
make them operate with different 
degrees of force. Thus, erude an- 
timony, where acid food has been 
liberally taken, has fometimes pro- 
ved violently emetic; whilft in o- 
ther circumftances, it has no fuch 
effect. 

The dofe of emetic tartar, when 
defigned to produce the full effe& 
of an emetic, is from twoto four 
grains. It may likewife be adyan- 
tagéoufly given in much fmaller do- 
fes, as a naufeating and fudorific 
‘medicine. a 


TUM. 
pane. 
*Vitrified antimony. 
Take of 
Powdered antimony, four oun- 
ees A | 
Calcine it ina broad earthen veffel, 
with a fire gradually raifed, ftir- 
ring with an iron rod until it 
no longer emits a. fulphureous 
fmoke. Put this powder into a 
crucible, fo as to fill two-thirds 
of it. A cover being fitted on, 
make a fire under it, at firft mo- 
~ derate, afterwards f{tronger, until 
the matter be melted. Pour out 
the melted glafs. 


Bestel ANTIMONII. 
Edin, 
Glafs of antimony. 
Strow antimony, beat into a coarfe 
* powder like fand, upon a fhallow 
unglazed earthen ‘veflel ,and apply 
cK. ons 


Of Antimony. 


Chap. to. 


a gentle heat underneath,that the 


antimony may be heated flowly ;_ 
keeping at the fame time con- 
tinually ftirring to prevent from 
running into lumps. White va- 
pours of a fulphureous finell will 
arife fromit. When at the fame 
degree of heat thefe ceafe to ex- 
hale, increafe the fire a little, fo 
that the vapours may again arife ; 
goon inthis manner till the pow- 

der, when brought to a red heat, 
exhalesno more vapours. Melt 
the calx in a crucible with anin- 
tenfe heat, till it takes on the ap- 
pearance of melted glafs; then 
pour it out ona heated brafs plate 
or difh. 


THE calcination of antimony, to 
fitit for making a tranfperent glafs, 
fucceeds very flowly, unlefs the o- 
perator be very wary and circum- 
fpect inthe management of it. The 
moft convenient veflel is a broad 
fhallow difh, or a fmooth flat title, 
placed under a chimney. The an- 
timony fhould be the purer fort, 
fuch as is ufually found at the apex 


of the cones; this, grofsly pow- 


dered, is to be evenly fpread over 
the bottom of the pan, fo as not to 
lie above a quarter of an inch thick 
on any part. The fire fhould be at 
firit no greater thanis juft fufficient 
to rafe a fume from the antimony, 
which is to be now andthen ftirred: 
when the fumes begin to decay, in- 
creafe the heat, taking care not to 
raife it fo high as to melt the anti- 
mony or run the powder into 


lumps: after fome time the veffel | 


may be made red hot, and kept ia 
this ftate until the matrer will not, 
upon being ftirred, any longer fume. 
If this part of the procefs be duly 
conducted, the antinrony will appear 
in an uniform powder, without any 
Jumps and of a grey colour, 

With this powder fill two-thirds 
of a CrUAOTE which is to be cover- 
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ed witha tile, and placed in a wind- 
furnance. Gradually increafe the 
fire till the ¢alx bein perfect fufion, 
when it is to be now and then exa- 
mined by dipping a clean iron wire 
into it. Ifthe matter which ad- 
heres to the end of the wire appears 
fmooth and equally tranfparent, the 
Vitrification is completed, and the 
glafs may be poured ont upon a hot 
fmooth {tone or copperplate, and 
fuffered to cool by flow degrees to 
prevent its cracking and flying in 
pieces. It is of a tranfparent yellow- 
ifh red colour. : 

The glafs of antimony ufnally met 
with in the fhops, is faid to be pre- 
pared withcertainadditions; which 
may, perhaps, render it not fo fit 
for the purpofe here defigned. By 
the method above directed, it may 
be eafily made of the requifite per- 
fection without and addition. 

As antimony may be rendered 
nearly or alrogether inactive by cal- 
cination, it might be expected that 
thecalxand glafsof the prefent pro- 
cefs would be likewife inert. . But 
here the calcination is far lefs per- 
fect than in the other cafe, where 
the inflammable principle of the re- 
gulusis totally burnt cut by defla- 
gration with nitre: therethecalxis 
of perfect whitenels, and a glafs 
madefrom thatcalx (with the addi- 
tion of any faline flux, for of ifelf 
ic will not vitrify) has little colour: 
but here fo much of the inflammable 
principle is left, that the calx is 
grey and the glafs of a high co- 


Jour. The calcined antimony is faid 


by Boerhaave to be violently emetic. 
Experience has fhown that the glafs 
is fo, infomuch as to be unfafe for 
internal ofe. At prefent it is chiefly 
employed in forming fome other an- 
timonial preparations, particularly 
the vitrum antimoniiceratum, the. 
next article to be mentioned ; and 
thevinum antimonii, afterwardsto 
be treated of under the head of 

a2 Wines, 
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Wines. It is alfonot unfrequently 


employed in the formation of eme- 
tic tartar; and it was direéted for 


that purpofe in the laft edition of 
the Edinburgh pharmacopoeia, be- 
ing perhaps even fuperior t to the cro- 
cus antimonil. — 


VITRUM ANTIMONII CE- 
RATUM. — 
Edinb. 
Gerated glafs of antimey. 

Take of et 
Yellow wax, a dram; 

Glafs of antimony, reduced into 
powder, an ounce. 

Melt the wax in an iton velfel, 
and throw into it the powdered 
glafs: keep the mixture over a 
gentle fire for half an hour, con- 
tinually (tirring it; then pour it 
out upon a paper, and when cold 
grind it into powder. 


" 

Tre plafs melts in the wax with 
a very foft hear; after it has been 
about twenty minutes on the fire, it 
begins to change its colour, and in 
ten more comes near to that of 
Scotch fnuff, which is a mark of 
its being fafficiently prepared: the 
quantity fet down above, lofes a- 
hour one dram of its ih a in the 

procefs, 

This medicine was for fome time 
pon efteemed in dyfenteries : feve- 
ral inftances of its good effeéts in 


- thefe cafes may be feen in the fifth 


volume of the Edinburgh Effays, 
from which the above remarks on 
the preparation are taken. The dofe 
is from two or three grains totwen- 
ty, according to the ageand ftrength 
of the patient. In this operation, it 
makes fome perfonsfick, and vomit; 
it purges almoft every one; though 
jt has fometimes effected a cure with- 


out occafioning any evacuation or 


ficknefs. It is now, however, much 


‘Jefs ufed than formerly. 


Mr Geoffroy givestwo pretty fin- 
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Part. ITE, 
gular preparations of glafs of anto-. 
mony, which feem to have fome affi- 
nity with this. One is made by di- 
getting the glafs, moft fubtilely levi- 
gated, with a folution of maftich 
made in fpirit of wine, for three or 
four days, now and then fhaking the 


_ mixture; and atlaft evaporating the 
- fpirit fo as to leave the maftich 


and glafs exactly mingled. Glafs 
of antimony thus prepared, is faid 
not to prove emetic, but to ad 


merely asa cathartic, and that not 


of the violent kind. A prepara- 
tion like this was firft publithed by 
Hartman,under the nameof Chylifia. 
The other preparation is made by 
burning fpirit of wine upon the 
glafs three or four times, the pow- 
der being every time exquifitcly: 
rubhed upon a marble. The dofe of 
this medicine 1s ffom ten grains to 
twenty or thirty: it is faid to ope- 
rate mildly both upwards and down- 
wards, and fometimes to prove fue 


‘dorific. 


CERUSSA ANTIMONII- 
Brun. . 
Ceruffe of antimony. 

Take of 
Regulus of antimony, one pert : 
 Nitre, three parts. 

Deflagrate them together in the 
manner direéted for the antiino- 
num calcinatum. 


Tue refult of this procefs and 
that formerly directed for the calci- 
ned antimony are nearly the fame. 

It isnot neceffary to ufe fo mach 
nitre here, as when antimony itfelf 
is employed ; for the fulphor which 
the crude mineral contains, and 


which requires for its diflipation 


nearly an equal weight of nitre to 
the antimony, is here already fe- 
‘Two parts of nitre to 
one of the regulus are fufficient. It 
is better, however,to_ have an over- 


proportion of nitre than an under 


One, 


Chap. ro... 


one, left fome parts of the regulus 
 fhould efcape being fufficiently cal- 
ecined. ee : 

Ir may be proper to obferve, that 
though crude antimony and the re- 
gulus yield the fame calces, yet the 
dalts feparated in wafhing thecalces 
are very different. As crude anti- 
mony contains common fulphur, the 
acid of the fulphur unites with the 
alkaline bafis of the nitre, and the 
- refult is a neutral falt. 
gulus contains the phlogiftic, or in- 
flammable principle, but nofulphur, 
the nitre is alkalifed, as u would be 
by charcoaler fuch like inflammable 
bodies, andis at the fame time ren- 
_ dered more acrimonious than the 
_ common alkaline falts ; probably 
owing to the calx abforbing the air 
of the alkali. If only equal parts of 
_ the regulus and nitre be employed, 
and the fire kept up ftrong for an 
hour or more, the falt will prove 
more caufticthan even the potential 
cautery of the fhops. But the cau- 
{ticity of the falt will flill be ~far 





greater, if, inftead of the fimple re- 


gulus of antimony, the martial re- 


gulus be wfed. 


KERMES MINERALIS. 
Gen. 

: Kermes mineral. 

_ Take of 
Any fixed alkaline falt, four eun- 

ces ; 
Water, one pint. 

Boil them together. for two hours, 
then filtre the warm liquor ; asit 
cools, the kermes will precipitate. 
Pour off the water, and add to it 
threeounces of frefh alkaline falt, 
and a pint more of water: in this 
liquor boil the remaining anti- 
mony as before; and repeat the 
procefsa third time, with the ad- 
‘dition of only two ounces of al- 
aline falt, and another pint of 
warer ; filtering the liquor as at 
firft, and colleéting the powders 


are des Chartreaux, &c. 


As the re- 
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which fubfide from them in cool- 
ing. . 


T nis medicine has:of late heen 
greatly efteemed in France efpeci- 
ally, under the names of Kermes, 
mineral pulvis, Garthufianus, pou- 
It was, 
originally, a preparation of Glau- 
ber, and for fome time kept a great 
fecrer, till at length the French 
king purchafed the preparation 


from M. de Ja Ligerie, for a confi- 


derable fam, and communicated it 
to the publicin the year 1720. In 
Virtue, itis not different from the 
fulphurs abovementioned; all of 
them owe their efficacy to a part of 
the regulus of the antimony, which 
the alkaline falr, by the mediation 


of the falphur, renders foluble in 


water. 

‘Chemifts are, however, divided 
in their epinions with refpect tothe 
precife chemical condition of the 
reguline part in the preparations 
called Aepata of antincony. Some 
have alleged that they contain not 
a particle of the alkaline falt : It is 
at any rate certain, that the quanti- 
ty and condition of the reguline | 
part muft vary according tothe dif- 
ferent proportions of the ingredi- 
ents, the time of the precipitation, 
the greater or lefs degree of caufti- 
city of thealkah employed, and fe- 
veral other circumftances. At beft, 
the whole of them are liable to the 


‘fame uncertainty in their operation 


as the calces of antimony. 


PANACEA ANTIMONIZL. 
Panacea of aztimony. 
Take of 
Antimony, fix ounces; 
Nitre, two ounces ; | 
‘Common falt, an ounce and ahalf; — 
Charcoal, an ounce. Ne 
Reduce them into a fine powder, 
and put the mixture into a red- 
hot crucible, by half a fpoonfal 
Dds at 


4Fd 
ata time, continuing the fire a 
quarter of an hour after the laft 
injection : : then either pour the 
matter into a cone, or let it cool 
in the crucible ; which whencold 
snuft. be broken to get itout. In 
the bottom will be found a quan- 
tity of regulus ; above this acom- 
pact liver-coloured fubftance ; 
and on the top, a more {pongy 
amafs: this laft is to be reduced 
into powder, edulcorated with 
water,and dried, when it appears 
of a tine golden colour, 


Tuis preparation is fuppofed to 
have been the bafis of Lockyer’ 5 
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brated purge. 


> Pavel iit. 


pills, which were formerly a cele-_ 
‘Ten grains of the’ | 
powder, mixed with an ounce of 
white fugar-candy, and made up 
into a mafs with a mucilage of gum 
tragacanth, may be divided into an 
hundred fmall pills ; of which one, 
two, or three, taken at a time, are 


-faid to work gently by ftool and — 
vomit. The compaé liver-coloured 


fubftance, which lies immediately 
above the regulus, operates more 
feverely. This laft appears tobe. 


_ nearly of the fame nature with the 


crocus antimonii, and the former 
with the fulphur auratum. 
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PREPARATIONS OF SILVER. 


ARGENTUM NITRATUM. 
Lond. 

Nitrated filver. 

Take of — 3 
Silver, one ounce ; 

Diluted nitrous acid, four oun- 
, CGS, 

Diffolve the filver in the nitrous a- 
cid, ina glafs veffel, over a fand- 
heat ; then dry it by an heat 
geutly raifed : afterwards melt it 
in a crucible, that it may be 
poured into proper forms, care- 
fully avoiding too great heat. — 


SAL ARGENTI, vulgo CAU- 
STICUM LUNARE. : 
£ dinb. 


\ 


Salt of filver, commonly called Lu- 
nar cauftic. 
Take of . 
Pareft filver, flatted 4 into plates, 
and cut in pieces, four oun- 
cés : 
Weak nitrous acid, eight oun- 
Ces ; 
Pureft water, ‘Pat ounces. 
Diffolve the filver in a phial with a 
gentle heat, and evaporate the fo- 
lution to drynefs. Then put the 
mafs intoa large crucible, and 
apply the heat, at firft gently, 
and augment it by degrees till 
the mafs flows like oil ; then 
pour it into iron pipes made for 
this purpole, Previn heated. 
, Tress 
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Tuese procefles do not differ in 
any material particular. But the 
name of argentum nitratum is pre- 
ferable to the more indefinite one of 
fal argent. 

Strong {pirit of nitre will diffolve 


fomewhat more than halfits weight 


of pure filver ; andthe weaker of the 
aque fortes, formerly defcribed, pro- 
portionably lefs, according to their 
quantity of pure nitrous acid, Some- 
times this fpirit contains a portion 
of the vitriolic, or marine acids ; 
which, however minute, renders it 
unfit for diffolving this metal, and 
fhould therefore be carefully fepara- 
ted before the folution be atrempt- 
ed. The method which the re- 
finers employ for examining the pu- 
rity of their aquafortis, and purify- 
ing it if neceffary, is to let fall into 
it a few drops of a perfect folution 
of filver already made: if the liquor 
remain clear, and grow not in the 
Jeaft turbid or whith, itis fit for 
ufe ; otherwife, they add a {mall 
quantity more of the folution, which 
immediately turns the whole of a 
milky white colour; the mixture 
being then fuffered to reft for fome 
time, depofites a white fediment; 
from which it is warily decanted, 
examined afrefh, and, if need be, 
farther purified by a frefh addition 
of the folution. 

The filver flatted intothin plates, 


as directed 1n the fecond of the a-. 


bove proceffes, needs not be cut in 
pieces the folution will go on the 
more fpeedily, if they are only 
turned ropnd into fpiral circumvo- 
lutions, fo as to be conveniently got 
into the glafs, with care thatthe fe- 
veral furfaces do not touch each o- 
ther. By this management, a preat- 
er extent of the furface is expofed 
tothe action of the menftruum, than 
whenthe plates are cutin pieces and 
laid above eachother. Good aqua- 
fortis will diffolye about half its 
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weight of filver ; and it is not ad- 
vifable to ufe a greater quantity of 
the menftruum than is fufficient for 
effeGting the folution, for all the 
farplus muft be evaporated in the 
fabfequent fufion. 

It is neceflary to employ very 
pure water; for if hard water were 
ufed in this procefs, the nitrous acid 
would forfake a part of the filver to 
join with the calcareous earth of 
the imperfect nitrous felenite ; 
whereby a part of the fily er would 
be precipitated. 

The crucible ought to be large 
enough to hold five or fix times the 
quantity of the dry matter; for it 
bubbles and {wells up greatly, fo as 
otherwile to be apt to run over, 
During this time, alfo, little drops 
are now and then fpirted up, whofe 
canfiicity isincreafed by their heat, 
againft which the operator ought | 
therefore to be on his guard. The 
fire muft be kept moderate till this 
ebuliition ceafes, and till the matter 
becomes confiftent in the heat that 
made it boil before: then quickly 
increaie the fire till the matter flows 
thin at the bottom like oil, on which 
it is to be immediately poured inte 
the mould, without waiting ull the 
fumes ceafe to appear ; for when 
this happens, the preparation proves” 
not only too thick to run freely inte 
the mould, but likewife lefs corro- 
five than it is expected to be. 

In want of a proper iron mould, 
one may be formed of tempered to- 
bacco-pipe clay, not too moifi, by 
making ina lump of it, with a {mooth 
ftick firft greafed, as many holes as 
thereisoccafion for: pour the liquid 
matter into thefe cavities, and when 
congealed take it out by breaking 
the mould. Each piece is 10 be 
wiped clean from the greafe, and 
Wwrapt up in foft dry paper, not only 
to keep the air from acting upon 
“them, but like wile to prevent their 
cor- 
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corroding or difcolouring the fin- 
gers in handling. tg in 

: This preparation is a {trong cau- 
ftic ; and frequently employed as 
fuch, forconfuming warts and other 
flefhy excrefcenes, keeping down 
fungous flefh in wounds or olcers, 
and other fimilar ufes. It is rarely 
applied where a deep efchar is re- 
quired, as in the laying open of 
impofthumations and tumours ; for 
tg quantity neceflary for thefe pur- 
pofes, liquefying by the moifture 
of the fkin, {preads beyond the li- 
mits in which it is intended to ope- 
rate. 


PILULE LUNARES. _ 
The lunar pills. 
_Diffolve pure filver in aquafortis, as 


in the foregoing procefs; and af- 
ter due evaporation, fet the licuor 


apart tocryftallize. Let the cry{- 


tals be again diffolved incommon 
water, and mingled with a foluti- 
on of equal their weight of nitre. 
Evaporate this mixture to dry- 
nefs, and continue the exficea- 
tion with a gentle heat, keeping 


f 
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the matter conftantly ftirring till 
no more fumes arife. . ae 


Here it is neceflary to continue 
the fire tillthe fumes entirely ceafe, 
as more of the acid is required to be 
diflipated than inthe preceding pro- 
cefs. The preparation is, never- 
thelefs, in tafte very fharp, inten{ely 
bitter and naufeons: applied to ul- 
cers, it acts as a cauftic, but it is 
much milder than the foregoing, 
Boerhaave, Boyle, and others, com- 
mend it highly in hydropic cafes, 
The former affures us, that two 


grains of it made into a pill with 


crumb of bread and a little fugar, 
aud taken on an empty ftomach 
(fome warm water, fweetened with 
honey, being drank immediately af- 
ter), parge gently without griping, 
and bring away a large quantity of 
water, almoft without the patient’s 
perceiving it: that it kills worms, 
and cures many inyeterate ulcerous 
diforders. He neverthelefg cautions 
again{t ufing it too freely, or in too 
large adofe; and obferves, that ir 
always proves corrrofive and weak- 
ening, efpecially to the lomach. 
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PREPARATIONS or IRON. 


FERRUM AMMONIACALE. 
. Lond, ; 
Ammoniacal iron. 
‘Take of 

Iron filings, one 1¢ pound ; 

Sal ammoniac, two pounds. 
‘Mix, and fublime. What remains 
at the bottom of the veffel mix by 
rabbing together with the fub- 
limed matter, so again fub- 
hme. 


FLORES MARTIALES, valgo 
ENS VENERIS. 


Edinb. 
Martial flowers, commonly called 
» kus veneris. 


Take of 
Colcothar of martial vitriol, wafh- 
ed and well dried, 
Sal ammoniac, equal weights. 
Having mixed them well, fublime. 


Trove the mode of prepara- 
tion directed by the two colleges is 
here different, yet the preparation is 
at bottom the fame; and it is per- 
haps difficult to fay which mode of 
preparation is to be Ee as the 
eafieft and beft. 

The name of ens veneris has by 
fome been very improperly applied 
to this preparation, as it contains 
not a particle of copper. The proper 


ens veneris is prepared from the 
blue vitriol; but, as. we fhall foon 
fee, is often not materially different 
from the flores martiades. 

The fuccefs of this procefs de- 
pends principally shi the fire being 
haftily raifed, that the fal ammoniac 
may not fublime before the heat be 
fufficient to enable it to carry upa 
fufficient quantity of the iron. Hence | 
glafs veffels are not fo proper as ear- 
then or iron ones: for when the for- 


mer are made ufe of, the fire cannot 
be raifed quickly enough, without 


endangering the breaking of them. 
The moft convenient veffel is aniron 
pot; to which may be Juted an in- 
verted earthen jar, having a fmall 
hole in its bottom to fuffer the elaf- 
tic vaponrs, which arife during the 
operation, to efcape. It is of ad- 
vantage to thoroughly mix the in- 
gredients together, moiften them 
with a little water, and then gently - 
dry them ; and to repeat the pulve- 
rifation, humectation, and extlicca- 
tion two or three times, or oftener. 
If this method be followed, the fal 
ammoniac may be increafed to three 
times the quantity of the iron, or 
farther; and a fingle fublimation 
will often be fufficient to raife flow- 

ers of a very deep orange colour. 
This preparation 1s fuppofed to be 
highly 
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highly aperient and attenuating ; 
though no otherwife fo than the reft 
of the chalybeates, or at moft only 
by virtue of the faline matter joined 
tothe iron. It has been found of 
fervice in hyfterical and hypochon- 
driacal cates, and in diftempers pro- 

ceeding from a laxiry and weaknefs 
of the folids, as the rickets. It may 


be coveniently taken in the form of: 


bolus, from two or three grains 
to ten: it is naufeous in a liquid 
jorm (unlefs in {pirituous tinlure) ; 
and occafions pills to fwell and 
crumble, except fach as are made 
ef the gums. 


oa, 
FERRI RUBIGO. 
Lond. 

: Ruff of Iron. 

Take of 
Iron filings, one pound, 

Expofe them to the air, often moift- 
ening them with water, until they 
be correded into ruit; then pow- 
der them-in an iron mortar, 
and wath off with diftilled water 
the very fine powder. 

But the remainder, which will not 
by moderate rubbing be reduced 
into a powder eafily wathed off, 
mit be moiftened, expofed to 
the air for a longer time, and 
again powdered and wafhed as 
before. Let the wafhed powder 
be dried. 


FERRI RUBIGO, vulgo FER- 
RI LIMATURA ened dened 
TA. 

Edinb. 


Ruft of iron, commonly cdtled Sha- 


vines of ir on prepared, 

_ Set purified filings of iron in a moift 
place, that they may turn to ruft, 
which is to be groaud into an im- 
palpable powder.” 


Tun dnantine of iron 1 Glee by 
means of a magnet is very tedious, 
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and does not anfwer fo wellas might 
be expected; for if they be rufty, 
they will not be attracted by it, or 
not fufficiently: nor will they” by 
this means be entirely freed from 
brafs, copper, or other metallic fub- 
ftances which may adhere to them. 
It appears from the experiments of 
Henckel, that if iron be mixed by 
fufion with even iis own weight of 
any of the other metals, regulus of 
antimony alone excepted, the com- 
pound will be erney attracted 
by the loadftone.—The raft of iron 
is to be procured at a moderate rate 
from the dealers iniron, free from 
any impurities, except fuch as may 
be wathed off by water 

The ruft of iron is preferable ag 
a medicine to the calces, or croci, 


‘made by a ftrong fire. Hoffnan re- 


lates, that he has frequently given 
it with remarkable fuccefs in obfti- 
nate chlorotic cafes accompanied 
with exceflive headachs and other 
violent fymptoms;:and that he u- 
fually joined with it pimpinella, a- 
ram root, and falt of tartar, with a 
little cinnamon and fugar. The 
dofe is from four or five grains to. 
twenty or thirty. Some have gone 
as far as a dram: Butall the pre- 
parations of this metal anfwer beft 
in {mall dofes, which fhould ra- 
ther be often repeated than enlar- 
gece | 


FERRUM TARTARISATUM. 
Lond, 
Tartarifed éroit. 

Take of 
Filings of iron, one pound. 
Powdered cryftals of tartar, two 

pounds. 

Mix them with diftilled waterintoa 
thick pafte. . Expofe tt to the 
air in an open earthen vetlel for 
eight days; then reb the matter, © 
dried ina bath of fand, to the 
finett powder. 

| Tus 


a 


Chap. 12. 


Tuts is an ufeful preparation of 
iron, in which that metal is chiefly 
brought toa faline ftate by means 
of the cream of tartar. It has now 
for the firft time a place in the 
London pharmacopoeia ; but it had 
before been introduced into fome of 
the foreign ones, particularly the 
Pharmacopoeia Geneventis, under 
the title of wars tartarizatus ; and 
indeed it is almoft precifely the 
fame with the mars folubilis of the 
old editions of the Edinburgh phar- 
macopoeia. 


VITRIOLATUM. 
Fond: 
Vitriolated iron. 
Take of 
Filings of iron, 
Vitriolic acid, each eight ounces ; 
Diftted water, three pints. 


FERRUM 


Mix them ina glafs veffel ; and, 


when the eflervefcence has cea- 
fed, place the mixture for fome 
time upon hot fand ; then pour 
off the liquor, {training it through 
paper ; and, after due exhala- 
tion, fet it afide to cry ftallize. 


VITRIOLUM MARTIS, feu 
SAL CHALYBIS. 
Edinb. 
Vitriol of iron, or falt of freel. 
Take of 
Purified filings of iron, fix oun- 
Ces ; 

Vitriolic acid, eight ounces ; 
Water, two pounds and a half. 
Mix them, and when the effervef- 
cence ceafes, letthe mixture ftand 
for fome time upon warm fand ; 
then ftrain the liquor through 
paper, and after due evaporation 

fetit at reft tocryftallize. 


Durtne the diffolution of the 
iron an elaftic vapour arifes, which 
on the approach of flameeatches fire 
and explodes, fo as fometimes to 
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burft the veffel. To this particu- 
Jar therefore the operator ought to 
have due regard. 

~ This vapour is alfo noxious ta 
animal life. It is the inflammable 
air of Dr Prieftley. 

The chemifts are feldom at the 
trouble of preparing this falt ac- 
cording to the directions above pi- 
ven; but in its ftead fubftitute com- 
mon green vitriol, purified by folu- 
tion in water, filtration, and cry- 
ftallization. The only difference 
between the two is, that the com- 
mon vitriol contains fomewhat more 
metal in proportion to the acid: 
and hence in keeping, its green cc- 
Jour is much fooner debafed by a 
rufty brownith caft. The fuperflu- 
ous quantity of metal may be eafily 
feparated, by fuffering the -folution 
of the vitriol to ftand for fome time 
in acold place, when a brownifh 
yellow ochery fediment will fall to 
the bottom ; or it may be perfealy 
diflolved, and kept fifpended by 
a fuitable addition of oil of vitriol. 
If the vitriol be fufpeéted tocontain 
any cupreous matter, which it does 
not appear that the common En- 
glifh vitriol ever does, though al- 





-moft all the foreign vitriols do, the 


addition of fome brightiron wire to 
the folution will both difcover, and 
effectually feparate, thar metal: for 
the acid quitsthe copper to diffolve . 
a proportionable quantity of the 
iron ; and the copper, in irs fepara- 
tion from the acid, adheres to the 
undiffolved iron, and forms a fkin of 
a true copper colour npon its fur- 
face. Even a vitriol of pure cop- 
per may, on this principle, be con- 
verted into a pure vitriol of tron, 
But though the vitriolic acid ap. 
pears in this operation io have fo 
much ftronger a difpofition to unite 
with iron than with copper, that it 
totally rejects the latter upon pre- 
fenting the former for ittoactupon ; 
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the operator may, neverthelefs, give 


a dangerous impreguation of copper 


to the pureft and molt fainrated fo- 
lution of iron in the vitriolic acid, 
by the ule of copper veffels. If the 


martial folution be boiled in a cop- 





effel, it never fails to diffelve a 
part of the copper, diftinguifhable 
by its giving, a cupreous flain to ‘a 
piece of bright iron immerfed in it. 
By the addition of the iron, the 
copper is feparated ; by boiling it 
again without iron, more of the 
copper is diflolved ; and this may 
in like manner be feparated by ad- 
ding more iron. 

The fale of: fteel is one of the 
moft efficacious preparations of this 
metal ; and not unfrequently made 


—ufe of in cachectic and chlorotic 


cafes, for exciting the uterine pur- 
‘gations, ftrengthening the tone of 
the vifcera, and deftroying worms. 
It may be conveniently taken ina 
liquid form, largely dilated with 
aqueous fluids: Boerhaave directs 


~ jt to be diffolved in an hundred times 


its weight of water, and the folu- 
tion to be taken in the dofe of 
twelve ounceson anempty ftomach, 
walking gently afterir. Thus ma- 
naged, he fays, it opens the body, 
purges, proves diuretic, killsand ex- 
pels wortts, tinges the excrements 
black, or forms them into a matter 
like clay, {trengthens the fibres, an.: 
thuscures many different diitempers. 
The quantity of vitriol in the above 
dofe of the folution, is fifty-feven 


- grains anda half; but in common 


practice, fuch large dofes of this 
{trong chalybeate are never ventured 
on. Four or five grains, andin many 
cafes half a grain, are fufficient for 
the intentions in which chalybeate 
medicines are given. Very dilute 
folutions, asthat of a grain of the 


falt in a pint of water, may be ufed 


as fuccedanea to the natural chaly- 
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beate waters, and will in many; 
cafes produce fimilar effets. 


COLCOTHAR VITRIOLI. 
= Edinb. 
Colcothar of vitirol. 
Let calcim=d vitriol be urged with 
a violent fire till it sy into 2 
matter of a very red colour. 


In this preparation, the iron 
which had been brought toa faline 
{tate by means of the acid of vitriol, 
is again deprived of that acid by the 
action of fire. It may be confider- 
ed therefore as differing in nothing 
from the refidvum which remains in 
the retort, when vitriolic acid is di- 
{tilled from martial vitricl, The 
colcothar is very rarely employed by 
itfelf for medical purpofes ; but it is 
ufed in the preparation of fome o- 
ther chalybeates, particularly the 
flores martiales, when prepared ac- 
cording to the method directed by 
the Edinburgh college. 


JETHIOPS MARTIALIS. 
Gen. 
Martial Ethiops. 


' Take of ! 


The raft of iron, as much as you 
oe CRE; 

Olive oil, a fufficient quantity t 
make ic into a-patte. 

Let this be diftilled in a retort by a 
{trong fire to drynefs. Keep the 
refiduum reduced to a fine pow- 
der in a clofe veffel. - 


_ Aw article under this name had 
formerly a place in fome of the old 
pharinacopoeias, and isdefcribed by 
Lemery in the Memoirs of the 
French Academy ; bat it was form- 
ed by a tedious procefs, continued 
for feveral months by the aid of 
water. Here the procefs is much 
fhorter, and is fuppofed to give 
a : a nearly 


hme 


Bh 
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nearly the fame . prodat. Some 


bave recommended it, upon the fup-. 


pofition that the ironis here obtain- 
ed ina very fubtle ftate : but it is 
not in general fuppofed to have any 


pe tveatage over the other more com- 


Opening and aftringent 


mon chalybeates. 
CROCUS MARTIS APERI- 
ENS ET ASTRINGENS. 

crocus ‘of 

tron. j 


‘THESE are prepared by mixing 
iron filings with twice their weight 
of powdered fulphur, deflagrating in 
a red hot crucible; and in the one 
cafe keeping the preparation over 
the fire till it aflumes a red colour; 
in the other, by reverberating it for 
along time in the moft extreme de- 
gree of heat. 

Preparations under thefe names 
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ftill retain a place in fome of the fo- 
reign pharmacopoeias, but they are 
varioufly prepared. They may 
however be confidered as _poffefling 
the fame medical powder: and al- 
though the preparations mentioned 
above probably differ fomev 
from each other in their virtues, yee 
that difference is not of fuch a nature 
as is imported by the titles by which 
they are ufually diftinevithed. For 
all the preparations of iron probably 





_ a& by an aftringent quality ; and 


that which is above denominated the 
aftringent crocus, has: probably leaft. 
effect in that way. At one period, 
thefe preparations were not unfre-- 
quently inufe; and they were given 
in the form of bolus, eleétuarv, or 
pill,from a few grains to a {cruple; 
bat among us they are at prefent fo 
little in ufe, as to have now no 
place in our pharmacopocias, 





oe, Pe, 


PREPARATA EX HYDRARGISIRO. 


‘7 E have already treated of 

mercury at fome length in 
the Materia Medica, and have there 
given a fuil view of the different 
mercurial preparations, reduced. to 
the form of a table. From that 
table itis evident, that there is no 
article which has been employed for 
medical purpofes in a greater va- 
riety of forms, The colleges of 

i 


PREPARATIONS or MERCURY. 


London and Edinburgh have ad- 
mitted into their pharmacopoeias’ 
only a few of thefe; but from the 
felection they have made, there is 
reafon to believe that every ufeful 
purpofe for which mercury has been 
employed may be anfwered; and- 
thefe purpofes are both numerous 
and confiderable. For it is at leaft 
very generally allowed among intel- 

ligent 
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light practitioners, that there. are 
.very few articles kept in the thops 
of our apothecaries which can be 
confidered as fo exteniively ufeful. 

Mercury or quickfilver, in its crude 
ftate, isa ponderous metallic fluid, 
totallyayolatile in a {trong fire, and 
calcinable by a weaker one (though 
very difhicultly) intoa red po: dery 
fubftance. It diflolves in the nitrous 
acid, is corroded by the vitriolic, 
but not acted on by the marine in 
its liquid ftate: it neverthelels may 
be combined with this laft, if {kil- 
fully applied.in the form’ of fume. 
Quickfilver unites, by tricuration, 
with earthy, unctuous, refinous, and 
other fimilar fub{tances, foas to lofe 
its fluidity : triturated with folphur, 

it formsa black mats, which by fab- 
—limation changes into a beautiful 
red one. 

The general virtues of the mer- 
curial preparations we have already 
endeavoured to ftate under the ar- 
ticle Hydragyrus in the Materia 
Medica... Here it is fufficient to 

obferve, that while in certain cir- 
-cumftances they ad as ftimulanis, 
and even as corrofives, tothe parts 
to which they are applied; under a 
different management, when intro- 
duced into the habit, they feem to 
forward circulation through even 
the fmalleft aud moft remote vefiels 
of the body; and may be fo mdna- 
ged as to promote excretions through 
7 ae the emunctories. But while they 

us operate as a powerful ftimalus 
“to the fanguiferous, and probably 
-alfo to the lymphatic fyftem, they 
feem to exert but little influence on 
the nervous fyftem. By this means 
they prove eminently ferviceable in 
certain inveterate chronical difor- 
ders, proceeding from obftinate ob- 
ftructions of the glands. Crude mer- 
cory hasno effed this way. Refolved 
into fame, or divided into minate 






particles, and prevented from re- _ 


3 


foal 
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uniting by the interpofition of other 
{ubftances, it operates very power- 
fully; unlefs the dividing body be 
fulphur, which reftrains its action. 
Combined with a fmall quantity 
of the mineral acids, it acts effectu- 
ally, though in general mildly ; 
with a larger, it proves violently 
corrofive. 


HYDRARGYRUS PURIFI- 
CATUS. 
ee ee 
Purified quickfilver. 
Take of “ a i 
 Quickfilver, 

Filings of iron, each four eg 
Rub them together, and diftil from 

an.dron vefleli..% -. 

* 

_ As in the diftillation of quick fil. 
ver glafs retortsare very liable to be 
broken, an iron one.is here with 
propriety directed; and by the ad- 
dition of the filings of iron, matters 
which might otherwife arife with 
the quickfilver will be more apt to 
be retained in the retort: Bur ftill 
this happens fo readily, even merely 
with that degree of heat which is. 
neceflary to elevate the mercury, 
that it is very doubtful whether 
much advantage be obtained from 


this procefs ; and accordingly it has 


now no place in the pharmacopoeia 
of the Edinburgh college. 


HYDRARGYRUS ACETA- 
ee RES: 
Loud: 
Acetated quicksilver. 

Take of 
Purified quickfilver, one pound 
Diluted nitrous acid, two pounds ; 
Water of kali, as much as is fufs 

ficient. 

Mix the quickflver with the ack! 
ina glafs veiiel, and diffolve it in 
a fand-bath ; then drop in by de-: 
grees the water of kali, that the: 

at eS calx 


ie 


: Lake of 


Chap. 13 _ 
calx of quickfilver may be preci- 
pitated ; wath this calx with plen- 
ty of diftilled water, and dry it 
with agentle heat. Thefe thin gs 
being done, * 


ge Takeof 


The calxof quickfilver, juft now 
de{cribed, one pound. 
Acetous acid, as much as is ne- 
céflary to diffolve the calx. 
Mix them in a glafs veflel ; andthe 
folution being seat leted, ftrain 
it through paper ; then evaporate 
it till a pellicle appears, and fet it 
- afidé to eryftallize. 

Keep thefe cryftals in a veffel clofe 
ftopt. 


Or all the faliné preparations of » 


mercury, it has long been the opi- 
nion of the beft chemitts, that thofe 
in which it was brought to a faline 
form, by means of acetous acid, 
would be the mildeft; and fucha pre- 
paration Was conjeéturéd to be the 
bafis of a celebrated pill, prepared 
and fold by Mr Keyfer. It was 
however found to be avery difficult 
matter to imitate his pill, or toob- 
tain a combination of mercury with 
the acetonus acid: but not long 
fince, the procefs for preparing thefe 
oC was publifhed by authority at 
aris, after being purchafed by the 
French King. ‘The procefs here 
defcribed, though in fome particu- 
lars tiuch lefs operofé than that of 


_ Mr Keyfer, yet nearly approaches 


10 it, and furnifhes us with the mild- 
eft of the faline mercurials. 


HYDRARGYRUS CALCINA- 


TUS. 
Lond. 
Caleined quick c ilver. 


Purified quickfilver, one pound. 


_ Expofe'the quickfilver, ina flat-bot- 
tomed glafs cucurbit, to an heat. 


_ of about shi degrees in a fand- 
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bath, till it becomes a red pows 
der. 

Den! alee 2 

Tus preparation may now be 
madé in a {horter time than by the 
procefs formerly directed in the 
London pharmacopoéia, \ hi 
general required feveral months ; 
for the acce{s of airy without which 
caléination cannot be performed, 
was then very much excluded. Still, 
however, the procefs is a tedious 
one, and might perhaps be impro- 
ved. A yeflel might be fo con 
tfived, a8 to occafion a continual 
flux of air over the furface of the 
mercury. 

This preparation is by fome high- 
ly efteemed in venereal cafes, and 
fuppofed to be the moft efficacious 
and certain of all the mercurials, It 
may be advantageoully given in¢on- - 
jai.ction with opiates: a bolus or: 
pill, containing from halfa grain to- 
two grains of this calx, and a quar- 
ter or half a grain or more of opium, 
with the addition of fome warm a- 
romatic ingredient, may be taken . 
every night. Thus managed, it aéts 
mildly, though powerfully, as an al- 
terative and diaphoretic: given by 
itfelf in larger dofes, as four or five 
grains, it proves aroughemetic and 
iniininn 





-PULVIS MERCURY 
CINEREUS. 
Edinb. 
Afh-coloured powder of eal 
Take of © 

Quickfilver, 

Weak nitrous acid eaters 

Mix them fo as to diflolve the quick~. 

filver ; dilute the folution with 

: pure water, and add fpirit of fat 

ammoniac as much as is fufficient . 

tofeparate the mercury perfectly 

from the acid; then wath the 

powder in pure water, and dry 


it, 
Ee In 
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-»In this procefs the mercurial ni- 
tre is decompofed ; the precipitate, 
therefore, isa calx of mercury, and 
the clear liquor a folution of nitrous 
ammoniac. From the great attrac- 
tion which the nitrous acid has for 
phlo 1, or from its ready difpo- 
fitio art with pure air, the pre- 
cipitates of mercury, from its folu- 
tion inthisacid, are more complete- 
ly in the ftate of a calx than thofe 
from any other men{truum. There 
are, however, feveral niceties to be 
obferved in conducting this procefs. 
If we employ too fmalla proportion 
of acid, and ailift the {olution by 
heat, the folution will contain an 
excefs of calx capable of being fepa- 
rated by the water ; and the whole 
precipitate from fuch a folution 
would be ofa white colour. If, on 
the other hand, we employ too large 
a proportion of acid, the mercury‘is 
then {fo far calcined as to be capable 





of being diflolved by the volatile al-. 


kali: and this might happen in pro- 
portion as the quantity fhould be 
fuperabundant to the neutralization 
of the acid. The ufe of the water 
is to diffolve the nitrous ammoniac 
as faft as it is formed, and thereby 
prevent it from falling down and 
mixing with the precipitate. Itis 
neceflary to employ the pureft wa- 
ter; asiffuchwas ufedas contains a 
nitrous felenite, not only’a part of 
the mercury may be precipitated by 
the bafe of the felenite, but this 
might alfo be depofited by the 
fucceeding addition of the alkali. 
The pulvis mercurii cinereus has 
of late years been much celebrated 
_ for the cure of venereal affections, 
It was. firft._propofed by Dr Sann- 
ders'to be made by precipitating 
the mercury from calomel, as the 
beft fubftitute for the tedious: and 
expenfive procefs of the precipitatus 
per fe, aud of the grey powder pro- 
duced by triture with gum arabic. 
From the teftimony of Dr Home, 


\ 


Preparations and Com 


pains Part II. 


and feveral other practitioners, we | 
have no doubt of its being a very | 
valuable preparation of mercury. It_ 
may be given ina bolus or wafer, 
from one to fix orfeven grains ; the 
dofe being gradually increafed ac- | 
cording to its eens upon the per- | 
fon. 2 


HYDRARGYRUS CUM CRE-_ 
nF ee 
Lond. 
Quickfilver with chalk. 
Take Ohi ez 
Purified quickfilyer, shee ouli- 
ces; Powdered chalk, five oun- 
ces. 
Rub them snantine until the glo- 
bules difappear. 


I n this preparation, as well asthe 
two former, we have alfo the mer- 
cury in a ftate of calx ; butin place 
ot being brought to that ftate by 
the aidof fire or ef acids, whatmay_ 
here be confidered as calcination is- 
effected by triture. 

This preparation had no place in in 


the former editions of the London 


pharmacopoeia. A preparation, 
nearly fimilar indeed, under thetitle 
of Mercurius Alcalifatus, in which 
crabs eyes were employed in place 
of chalk, had a place in the old edi- 
tions of the Edinburgh pharmaco- 
poeia, but was. rejected from that 
publifhed in 1744, and has never 
again been reftored. One reafon 
for rejeing it was its being liable 
to grofs abufe in the preparation, by 
the addition of fome intermedium, 
facilitating the union of mercury 
with the abforbent earth, but dimi- 
nifhing or altering its power. The 
prefent preparation is liable to the 
fame objection. Some, however, 
are of opinion, that when duly pre- 
pared, it is an. -ufeful alterative. 
But. there can be little doubt, 
thatthe abforbent earth, by deftroy- 
ing acid in the alimentary “wil 
wi 
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will diminifh the activity of the 
mercurial calx. 


HYDRARGYRUS MURIA- 
TUS + 
‘Lond. wh 
m4 — Muriated gees ilver. 
t. Take .of 
Purified quickfilver, | 
Vitriolic acid, each two pounds ; 
Dried fea- falt, three pounds and 
an. half. 
Mix the quickfilver with the acids 
in a glafs veflel, and boil ina 
fand-heat until the matter be 
dried. Mix it, when cold, with 
the fea-falt, ina glafs veflel | ; then 
fublime in a glafs cucurbit, with 
a heat gradually raifed. Laftly, 
let the fublimed matter be fepa- 
rated froin the fcoriae. 


MERCURIUS SUBLIMATUS 
CORROSIVUS. 
Edinb. 

Sublimate corrofite mercury. 

Take of 
Quickfilver, 
Weak nitrous acid, of baths four 

OUNCES ; Chis 
Calcined fea-falt, 
Calcined vitriol, of each five 
ounces.:*:) % 7 

Diffolve the quickfilver ‘in the ni- 
trous acid, and evaporate the fo- 
lution toa white and thoroughly 
dry mafs; then add the fea-falt 
and vitriol. Having ground and 
mixed them well together, put 
the whole, into a phial, one half 
of which they ought to fill ; then 
fublimein fand, firft witha gentle 
heat, but afterwards to be gradu- 
ally, increafed. 


THe fublimate prepared by either 
of “thefe methods is the fame, as 
the fublimate in both confifts only 
of a i acid of the fea- 
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lege, the materials being mixed and 
expofed to the fire, firft the vitriol 
parts with its acid, which, diflod- 


‘ging thofe of nitre and marine 


falt, take theirplace. The marine 
acid, refolved into fume and aflifted 
by the nitrous , diflolves the 
ry, now alfo {trongly heatet his 
acid, though it very difficultly acts 
on mercury, yet when thus once 
united with it, is more ftrongly re- 
tained thereby thanany other acid. 
The nitrous{pirit, therefore, ha- 
ving nothing toretainit(for itsown 
bafis and that of the fea-faltare both 
occupied by the vitriolic, and that 


rcu= 





which the vitriolic forfook to unite 


with thefe, isnow fearcely combi- 
able with it ) arifes ; leaving the 
mercury and marine acid to fublime. 
together when the heat {hall be 
{trong enough to elevate them. 
Some {mall portion of the marine 
{pirit arifes along with the nitrous ; 
and hence this compound acid has 
been ufually employed, inftead of 
the aquafortis compofita, to which 
it is fimilar, for making the red 
corrofive. 

It appears, therefore, that the. Vi- 
triol, and the bafes of the nitre and 
fea-falt, are of no farther ufe in this 
procefs, than as convenient inter 
mediums for facilitating the union 
of the mercury with the marine a- 


cids. They likewife ferve to afford - 


a fupport for the fublimate to reft 
upon, which thus aflumes the form 


et aso ame aca lis ty, ules a ee 


it is expected in, that of a placenta 


or cake. 

The »procefs, however, now a: 
dopted by the London college is a 
more fimpleand better-one. There 
the mercury, corroded by the vitri- 
olic acid into a white mafs, is mixed 
with about an equal quantity of fea- 
falt, and fetto fublime ; the vitriolic 


acid quits the mercury to unite with — 


the bafis of the fea-falt; and the 
acid of the fea-falr, now fet at li- 


_ berty, unites with the mercury, and 


(ee 


Ec 2 





i 


536 
fublimes with it into the compound 
required. The difcovery of this 
method is. generally attributed to 
Boulduc ; though itis found alfo in 
Kunkel’s Laboratorium Uhymicum. 
When the procefs is conducted in 
this jay, the refiduous matter is a 
purelileaber’s falt, and the fublt- 
mate isalfo free of ferruginous mat- 
ter; a greater or lefs quantity of 
which is very generally carried up 
along with the mercury when vitri- 
ol of iron is employed. » Boulduc’s 
method has therezore the advantage 
in this, that the proportion of mer- 
cury in a given quantity of fwbli- 
mate muft be lefs liable to vartation. 
_ Uf the mercury be corroded by 
the nitrousacid inftead of the vitri- 
olic, the event wil! be the fame ; that 
acid equally quitting the mercury, 
and {etting toote the marine ; and 
the fublimate made by this method 
is the fame with the foregoing; but 
as the quantity of fixt matter is 
{maller, it more difhcultly afiumes 
the form of a'cake. It requires in- 
deed fome {kill inthe ‘operator to 
give it this appearance when either 
procefs 1s followed. When large 
quantities are made, this form may 
be eafily obtained, by placing the 
matrafs no deeper in the fand than 
the farface of the matter contained 
in ic; ‘and removing a little of the 
faud from the fides ‘of the plafs, as 
foon as'the flowers begin to appear 
inthe neck ; whenthe leat {hould 


‘TVikewife be fornewhat lowered, and 


not at all raifed during the whole 
procefs. The fublimation is known 
to be completed by the edges of the 
eryftalline cake, which will form 
upon the furface of the caput mor- 
tuum, 2ppearing {mooth and-even, 
and a little removed from it. 

‘Our apothecaries rarely, and few 
even of the chemifts, attempt the 
makine of this preparation them- 
felves ; greatef{t part of what is nfed 
ainong us comes from Venice and 


\ 
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Holland. This foreign {ublimate: 
has been reported to be adultered 
with arfenic. Some affirmthat this: 
dangerous fraud may be difcovered: 
by thefublimate turning black om 
being moiftoned with alkaline ley 3) 
which by others is denjed. As this: 
point feemed of fome importance to 
be determined, fundry experiments: 
have been made with this view,, 
which prove the infufficiency of al- 
Kalies for difcovering arfenic,. Al-: 
kaline ley, poured into a folution of: 
pure fublimate, into a folution of: 
pure arfenic, and into a mixture of: 
the two folutions in different pro-- 
portions, preduced no blacknefs in 
any :andthough the pure fablimate, 
and the mixtures of it witharfenic,, 
exhibited fome differences in thefe: 
trials, yet thefe differences were nei-- 
ther fo conftant, nor fo ftrongly: 
marked, as to be laid down wniver-. 
fally for criteria of the prefenceor: 
abfence of arfenic : different fpeci-. 
mens of fublimate, known to be: 
pure, have been found to differcon- 
fiderably in this refpeét ; probably: 
from their holding a little more or 
lefs mercury in proportion to the 
acid, or from their retaining fome 
fmall portion of thofe acids Which 
were employed jn the preparation 
as intermedia. | 

_ Some:chemifts deny the practica- 
bility of this adulteration. There is 
a procefs common in books of che- 
miftry, wherein fublimate and arfe- 
nic beitig mixed together and fet to 


fublime, they donot arife in one 


mafs, or yield any thing fimilar to 
the preparation here intended : the. 
arfenic abforbs the acid of the fubli- 
mate, and is reduced thereby into 
aliquid or butyraceous confiftence ; 
whilethemercury, thus freed from 










theacid, diftilsin. 
if the quantity of 
cientto deco 
the fablim 


PP 


other management. 


the arfenical butter. From whence 
they canclude, that arfenic and fub- 
limate cannot be united together 

into a cryftalline cake, the fe in 
avhich this pr  aseunain is brought 
to us. 

The above experiment is not al- 
together decifive ; for though arie- 
nic and fulphur do not ailume the 
required form by the commen pro- 
cefs, itis poilible they may by fome. 
It will there- 
fore be proper to point out means 
for the fatisfaction ef thofe who 
may be defirous of convincing them- 
felves of the genninenefs of thisim- 
portant preparation. Let fome of 
the fublimate, powdered ina glafs 
mortar, be well mixed with twieeits 
WwW eight of black flux, and a little f- 
lings or fhavings of iron: put the 
mixture into a crucible capable of 
holding four or five times as much ; 
givea gradual fire till the ebullition 
ceafes, and then haftily increafe it to 
a white heat. If no fumes of a 
garlic fmellcan be perceived during 
the procefs, and if che particles of 
iron retain their form, without any 
of them being melted, we may be 
fecure that the mixture contained 
no arfenic. | 


SUBLIMATE isa moft violent cor- 
rofive, prefently corrupting and de- 
itroying all the parts of the body it 
touches. A folution of it in water, 
in the proportion of about a dram 
toa quart, is made ufe of for keep- 
ing down proud flefh, and c: 
foul ulcers; anda more dilute folu 
tion as a cofmetic, and for deftroy- 
ing cutaneous infeéts. But a great 
deal of caution is requifite even in 








ch o: i ieetiot a grain. 
aN erclts, tat ifa grain of 


ef . water, ‘and a dram éf this foln- 
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tion, foftened with fyrup of violets, 
taken twice or thrice a-day, it will 
perform wonders in maiy reputed 
incurable diitempers ; but he par- 
ticularly cautions us not to venture 
upon it, unleis the method of ma- 
naging it be well known. . 4 
Sublimate difiolved in vinous fpi- 
rit has of late been given internally 
in larger dofes; from a quarter of a 
grain to half a grain. This method 
of ufing it was brought into repute 
by Baron Yan Swieten at Vienna, 
particularly for venereal maladies ; 
and feveral trials of it have been 
made in this kingdom alfo with fuc- 
cefs. Light grains of the fablimate 
are diflolved in fixteen ounces. of 
rectified {pirit of wine or proof-{pi- 
rit; the rectified {pirit dilfolves it 
more perfectly, and feems to make 
the medicine milder in its operation 
than the proof. fpirit of the original 
prefcription of Van Swieten, -Of 
this folution, from one to two {poon-_ 
fuls, that j is, from half an ounce to 
an ounce are given twice a-day, 
and continued till all the fymptoms 
are removed ; obferving to ufe alow 
diet, with plentifal dilution, other- 
wife the fublimate is apt to purge, 
and gripe feverely. {t generally 
purges more or Yefs at the begin- 
ning, but afterwards feems to ope- 
rate chiefly by urine and ike geen 
tion. i 
Sublimate confifts of mercury ani 
ted with a large quantity of marine 
acid. There are two general me- 
thods of deftroying ifs corrofive 






: quality, and rendering ir mild ; the 


one is, combining with it as nich 
frefh mercury as the acid is capable 
of taking up ; and the other, -by fe- 
parating a part of the acid by means 
of alkaline falts, and thelike. On 
the firft principle, mercurius dulcis 
is formed ; on the latter, white pre- 
cipitate. But before entering on 
thefe, it is proper to give the fol- 
lowing formula. 


Be3 SO- 
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SOLUTIO MERCURII SUB- 
LIMATI CORROSIVI. 

ae Edinb, 
Solution of /ublimate hed ve mere 
CUT. 
Take of 
Sagpoate corrofive mercury, fix 
grains ; 
_ Sal ammoniac, twelve grains. 
Diflolve ina pound of diftilled water. 
If hard water be ufed for this pur- 
pofe, the folution fuffers a kind of 
decompofition from the nitrous 
{elenite of the water. 


‘Te folution of corrofive fubli- 


mate in water is very much aflifted - 
There was a_ 


by fal ammoniac. 
practice fome years ago, of mixing 
up this folution with wheat-flour 
into the confiftence of pills for in- 
ternal ufe ; and the quantity of 
fublimate in each pill was calily 
afcertained. 

“This folution may alfo be ufed 
for wafhing venereal and other 
fores; but in many inftances it 
will be found too acrid fo or that pur- 
pofe, and will require to be weak- 
ened ‘by the addition of a portion 
of water. 

CALOMELAS. 
Lond. 
Calomel. 

Take of 
Muriated quickfilver ,one pound ; 

- Purified quickfilver, by weight, 

nine ounces. 

Rub them rogether till the globules 
difappear, and fublime. In the 
{ame manner repeat the fublima- 
tion four times. Afterwards rub 
the matter into the fineft powder, 
and wath it by pourthg on boil- 
ing diftilled water. © 


MERCURIUS. DULCIS. 
Edinb. 
Sweet mercury. 
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Take of 
Corrofive mercury fi shee re- 
duced to a powder ina glafs 
mortar, four ounces ; 
Pure quickfilver, three ounces 
and a half. 
Mix them well together, by long 


trituration in a glafs or marble 


Bk, mortar, until the quickfilver cea- 


- fes to appear. Put the powder 
- into. an oblong phial, of fuch a 
fize, that only one-third of it 
may be filled ; and fet the glafs 
in fand. By degrees of fire, fuc. 
ceffively applied, almoft all the 
mercury will tublime, and adhere 
to the upper part of the veiflel. 
The glafs being then broken, and 
the red powder which is found 
in its bottom, with the whitith 
one that {ticks about the neck, 
being thrown away, let the white 
“ mercury be fublimed again three 
or four timés, and mons oh toa 
very fine sehen 


THE trituration of soni a 
limate with quickfilver is a very 
noxious operation: for it is almoft 
impoflible, by any care, to prevent 
the lighter particles of the former 
from arifing fo as to affect the ope- 
rator’s eyes and mouth. Itis never- 
thelefs of the utmoft confequence, 
that the ingredients be perfedly u- 
nited before the fublimation is be- 
gun. It is neceflary to pulverife the 
fublimate before the mercury is ad- 
ded to it; but this may be fafely 
performed, with alittle caution ef- 
pecially if during the pulverization 


the matterbenow andthen fprinkled 


witha little fpirit of wine ; this ad- 


dition does not at all impede the 


union of the ingredients, or preju- 
dice the fublimation: it will be 
convenient not to clofe the top of 


the fubliming veffel with a cap of | 


paper at firft(as is ufually practifed), 
bat to deters tus ae the mixture be- 
iy ae uae = oe 


Chap. 13. 
gins to fublime, thatthe {pirit may 
e{cape. 

~The rationale of this procefs de- 
ferves particular attention ; and the 
more fo, asa miftaken theory herein 
has been productive of feveralerrors 


with regard to the operation of 


mercurialsin general. Itisfuppofed, 
that the dulcification, asit is called, 


, of themercurius corrofivus, is owing 
.« to the {picule or fharp points, on 


which its corrofivenefsdepends, be- 
ing broken and worn off by the fre- 
quent fublimations. Ifthis opinion 
were juft, the corrofive would be- 
come mild, without any addition, 
barely by repeating the fublimation, 
butthisis contrary toallexperience. 
The abatement of the corrofive qua- 
lity of the fublimate is entirely ow- 
ing to the combination of fo much 
frefh mercury with it as is capable 
of being united ; and by whatever 
means this combination be effected, 
the preparation will be fuficiently 
dulcified. Triture and digeftion 
promote the union of the two, 
whilft fublimation tends rather to 
difunite them. The prudent ope- 
rator, therefore, will not be folici- 
tous about feparating fuch mercurial 
globules as appear diftiné after the 
firft f{ublimation: he will endeavour 
rather to combine them with the 
reft, by repeating the triture and 
digeftion. 

The college of Wirtemberg re- 
quire their mercurius dulcis to be 
-only twice fublimed; and the Au- 
guftan but once; and Neuman 
propofes making it directly by a 
fingle fublimation, from the ingre- 
dients whichthecorrofive fublimate 
is prepared froin, by only taking the 
quickfilver in a larger proportion. 

Mr Selle of Berlin has. lately 
propofed a method of making mer- 
curius dulcis nearly fimilar to that of 
Neumann. He directs, that to four 


ounces of pure quickfilver there | 


fhould be added as much ftrong vi- 
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triolic acid. Thefe are to be mixed 
over a {trong fire till they become a 
folid hard mafs. | This mafs is to be 
triturated in a ftone mortar with two 
ounces and a half of quickfilver and 
four ounces and an half of dried 
common falt. And by.a fingle, or 
at moft two fublimations, an: 
Jent mercurius dulcis 1 is, he aflures 
us, obtained. 

Ifthe medicine, made after either 
of thefe methods, fhould prove in 
any degree acrid, water boiled on it 
for fome time will diffolve and fepa- 
rate that part in which its acrimony 
confifts. The marks of the prepa- 
ration being fufficiently dulcified 
are, its being perfectly infipid to 
the tafte, and indiffoluble by Jong 
boiling in water. Whether the 
water, in which it has been boiled, 
has taken up any part of it, may be 
known by dropping into the liquor 
aley ofany fixtalkaline falt, orany 
volatile alkaline fpirit : if the decoc- 
tion has any mercurial impregnati- 
on, it will grow turbid on this addi- 
tion : if otherwife, it will continue 
limpid.®But here care muft be taken 
not to be deceived by an extraneous 
faline matter inthe water itfelf;moft 
of the common {pring waters turn 
milky on the addition of alkalies: 
and therefore, for experiments of 

this kind, diftilled water or rain 
water ought to be used. 

This name of calomel, though for 





‘a confiderable time nied from — 


our beft pharmacopoeias, is again 
reftored by the London college. 
But we cannot help thinking, that 
they might eafily have invented a 
name better exprefling the confti- 
inent parts and nature of the. pre- 
paration. 

Calomel, or mercurius dulcis, may 
be confidered as one of the moft 
ufeful of the mercurial preparations; 
and it may be eftimated as holding 
an intermediate place between the 
hydrargyrus acetatus, one of the 

Ee, mildeft 
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mildeft of the faline preparations, 
and the hydrargyrus muriams, or 
corrofive fublimate, one of the moft 
acrid of them. 3 


HYDRARGYRUS MURIA- 
TUS MITIS. 
Lo Lond. 
Mild muriated quickfilver. 

Take of , 
Purified quickfilver, 

Diluted nitrous acid, of each half 
3 a pound. 

Mix in a glafs veflel, and fetit afide 
until the quickfilver be diflolved. 
Let them boil, that the falt may 
be diffolved. Pour out the boil- 
ing liquor into a glafs veffel, into 
which another boiling liquor has 

- been put before, confifting of, 

Sea-falt, four ounces ; 

-Diftilled water, eight pints. 

After a white powder has fubfided 
to the bottom of the veflel, let 
the liquor fwimming at the top 
be poured out, and the remaining 
owder be wathed till it becomes 
infipid, with frequent affufions of 
hot water ; then dried omblotting 

paper with a gentle heat. 


T nts preparation had a place in 
former editions of the London and 
Edinburgh pharmacopoeias, under 
the name of mercurius dulcis precipi- 
tatus. But the procefs as now gi- 
venis fomewhat altered, being that 
of Mr Scheele of Sweden, who has 
recommended this as an eafy and 
expeditions method of preparing 
fweet mercury or calomel. 

It appears from feveral tefts, that 
this precipitate is equalin every re- 
fpect to that prepared by the pre- 
ceding procefles ; it is lefs trouble- 
fome and expenfive, and the opera- 
tor is not expofed to the noxious 
dott arifing from the triture of the 
quickfil ver with the corrofive fubli- 
mate, which neceflarily happens by 


thecommon method. The powder 


is alfo finer than can be made from 


4 
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thecommon fublimed fweet mereu- 
ry by any trituration whatever. 
The clear liquor ftanding over the 
precipitate, 1s a folution of cubic 
or rhomboidal nitre, | 
Mercurius dulcis, which may be 


; 


with the calomelas and hydrargy- 
Tus muriatus mits, appears to be 


on of the beft and. fateft prepara- 
tions of this mineral, when intended 
to act as.a quick and general ftimu- 
lant. Many of the more elaborate 
procefles are noother than attempts 
to produce from mercury fuch a 
medicine as this really is. The dofe, 
recommended by fome for raifing a 
falivation, is ten or fifteen grains 
taken in the form of a bolus or pills, 
every night or oftener, till the pty- 
alifm begins. As am alterant and 
diaphoretic, it has been given in do- 
fes of five or fix grains ; a purgative 
being occafionally interpofed, to 


I 


, 


prevent its affecting the mouth. It - 


anfwers, however, much. better 
when given in {mallerquantities, as 
one, two, or three grains every mor- 
ning and evening, in conjunction 
with {uch fubftances as determine its 
action to the fkin, as the extraét or 
refin of guaiacum ; the patient at 
the fame time keeping warm, and 
drinking liberally of warm diluent 
liquors. By this method of mana- 
ging it, obftinate cutaneous and ve- 
nereal diftempers have been fuccefs- 
fully cured, withoutany remarkable 
increafe of the fenfible evacuations. 
It is fometimes, however, difficult 


“Yo meafure its effects in this way ; 


and it is fo very apt to run off by 
the inteftines, that we can feldom 
adminifter it in fuch a manner as to 
produce fuch permanent effects as 
are often required, and as we are 
able to do by other preparations. It 


has lately been propofed to rub the 


gums and infide of the mouth with 


fectual method of producing faliva- 
tion: this practice has been parti- 


this preparation, as a ready and ef- 


; cularly 


Wess 
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-eularly recommended in the internal 
hydrocephalus, whereit is exceed- 


ingly difficult to excite a falivation - 


by other means. The advantages of 
this practice are not fully confirmed 
iby experience ; and'when mercury 
asattendedwith advantage in hydro- 


Raediclus, this is not probably the 


-eonfequence of any difcharge under 


the form of falivation, but merely 


-of the mercury being introduced in- 


tothe fyftem in an active ftate, and 
thus promoting abforption.. And 
of this, falivation, when it arifes 
from the internal ufe of mercury, 
may be confidered as the ftrongeft 
teft: But thisis by no means the 
cafe when falivation arifes from a 
topica} agtion on the excretorics of 
faliva. 


HYDRARGYRUS. NITRA- 
oo PUS RUBER. 

Lond. 

Red nitrated quickfilver. 

‘Take. of 2 vy . 
Purified quickfilver, — 7 
Nitrous acid, of each one pound ; 
Muriatic acid, one dram. 

Mix in a glafs veffel, and diflolve 
the —— in a fand-bath ; 
then raife the fireuntil the matter 
be formed into red cryftals. 


MERCURIUS CORROSIVUS 
RUBER, vulgo PRECIPITA- 
TUS RUBER. | 

Edinb. 


- Redcorrofive, commonly called Red 


: 
: 
| 


precipitate mercury. 
Take of 
re papetied 
feak nitrous aci 
pound. 


d, of eachone 


Let the quickfilver be diffolved in 


the acid, and then let the folu- 
tion be evaporated to a white dry 
mafs. This being beat into a 
powder, muft be put into a glafs 
retort, and fubjected to a fire 
gradually encreafed, till a fmall 
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quantity of it, taken out ina 
-glafs {poon and allowed to cool, 
aflumes the form of thining red 
{quamae. Let the veflel be then 
removed from the fire, During 
the procefs the matter muft be 
carefully agitated by a glafs rod, 
that it may be equally heated. 








THE marine acid in the men- 
ftruum, ordered inthe firft procefs, 
difpofes the mercurial calx to affume 
the bright{parkling look admired in 
it; which, though perhaps no ad- 
vantage to it as a medicine, ought 
neverthelefs to be infifted on by the 
buyer as a mark of its goodnefs 
and ftrength. As foonas the mat- 
ter has gained this appearance, it 
fhould be immediately removed from 
the fire, otherwife it will foon lofe it 
again. The preparation of this red — 
precipitate, as it is called, in per- 
fection, is fuppofed by fome to bea 
fecret not known to our chemifts ; 
infomuch, that we are under the nc- 
ceflity of importing it from abroad. 
This he eats feems to be founded 
en mifinformation : we fometimes 
indeed receive confiderable quanti- 
ties of it from Holland ; but this de- 
pends upon the ingredients being 
commonly cheaper there than with 
us, and not upon any fecret in the 
manner of the preparation. 

This precipitate is, as its title im- 
ports, an efcharotic, and with this 
intention is frequently employed 
by the furgeons with bafilicum end 

*ether dreflings, for confuming fun- 
gous flefl in ulcers, and the like 
purpofes. It is fubject to great un- 
certainty in point of {trength ; more 
or lefsof the acid exhaling, accord. 
ing to the degree and continuance 
of the fire. ‘The: beft criterion of 
its ftrength, as already obferved, is 
its brilliant appearance ; which js 
alfo the mark of its genuinenefs : i¢ 
mixed with minium, which it is 
fometimes izid to be, the duller hue 

will 
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will difcover the abufe. This ad- 
mixture may be more certainly de- 
teéted by means of fire: the mer- 
curial part will totally evaporate, 
leaving the minium behind. 

Some have ventured to give this 
medicine internally, in venereal, 
{crophulous, and other obftinate 
chronic diforders, in dofes of two or 
three grains, or more. But certainly 
the milder mercurials, properly ma- 
naged, are capable of anfwering all 
that can be expected from this with- 
out occafioning violent anxieties, 
tormiua of the bowels, and fimilar ill 
confequences, which the beft ma- 
nagement can fcarcely prevent this 
corralive preparation frem fome- 
timesinducing, Thechemifts have 
contrived {undry methods of correc- 
ting and rendering it milder, by di- 
veiling it of a portion of the acid ; 
but tono very good purpofe, as they 
either leave the medicine {till too 
corrofive, or render it fimilar to o- 
thers which are procurable at an 
eafier rate. 


CLAX HYDRARGYRI 
AL Baa 
Lond, 
White clax of quick(iloer. 
Take of 
Muriated quickfilver, 
Sal ammoniac, 
Water of kali each, half a pound. 
Diffolve firft the fal ammoniac, af- 
terwards. the muriated quickfil- 
ver indiftilled water, andadd 
the water of kali. 
precipitated powder until it be- 
comes infipid. 


MERCURIUS PRACIPITA- 
TUS ALBUS. 
Edinb, 
White precipitate of: mercury 
Diffolve {ublimate corrofive mercu- 
ry inafufficient quantity of hot 
water, and gradually dropintothe 
folution fome fpirit of {al ammo- 
nlac aslong as any precipitation 
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_enfues. Wath the precipitatek 
powder with feveral frefh quan- 
tities of Warm water. 


THESE preparations are ufed! 
chiefly in ointments ; with which: 
intention their fine white colour is: 
no fmall recommendation to them. 
For internal purpofes they are rare-. 
ly employed, nor isit at all wanted ;. 


they are nearly fimilar to mercurius: 


dulcis, but lefs certain in their ef. 
feGtsci 

Though the proceifes direéted by 
the London and Edinbugh colleges 
be here fomewhat different, yet the 
preparations are ultimatelythe fame. 
The procefs de{cribed by the Edin- 
burgh college is the moft fimple; 
but is liable to fome objections. 

Corrofive fublimate, as we have- 
already feen, confifts of mercury 
united with a large proportion of 
acid : it is there dulcitied by adding 
as much frefh mercury as is fuffici- 
entto fatiate allthe acid; here, byde- 
parating all the acid that is not {a- 
fatiated. This laft way feems an un- 
frugal one, on account not only of 
the lofs of the acid, but of the vola- 
tile fpirit neceflary f ‘% abforbing it. 
The operator, may, however, if it 
ihould be thought worth while, vex 
cover the volatile falt from the li- 
quor, by adding to it, after the preci- 
pitate has been feparated, a proper 
quantity of potafh,and diftilling with 
a gentle heat, inthe fame manner as. 
for the fpirit or volatile falt of fal 
ammoniac ; for. atrue fal ammoniac. 
is regenerated, in the precipitation, 
from the union of the volatile fpirit 
with the marine acid of the fubli- 
mate. It is by no means advifable 
to ufe the liquor itfelf as a folution 
of fal ammoniac, or to feparate the 
falammoniac from it by evaporation 
and cryftallization, asa part of the 
mercury might be retained, and. 
communicate dangerous qualities + 
but the volatile falt feparated by 

cig 
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diftillation, may be ufed without 
fear of its containing any mercury ; 
none of which will arife with the 
heat by which volatile falts are di- 
ftilled. 

’Fixt alkalies anfwers as cffe@ual- 
_ ly, for precipating folutions of fub- 
_-limate, as the volatile; but the 
“precipitate, obtained by means of 
the former, in{tead of being white, 
as with the latter, is generally of a 
reddifh yellow or orange colour. If 
fal ammoniac be dillolved along 


with the fublimate, the addition of . 


fixt alkalies will now, extricating 
the volatile alkaliof the fal ammoni- 
ac, occafion as white precipitation 
as if the volatile falt had been pre- 
vioufiy feparated and employed in 
its pure ftate: and this compendi- 
wm is now allowed by the London 
college in the procefs which they 
have adopted. 

There the fa] ammoniac, befides 
its ufe in the capital intention, to 
make a white precipitation, pro- 
motes the folution of the fublimate ; 
which of itfelf, is difficultly, and 
fcarce at all totally, foluble by re- 
peated boiling in water: for howe- 
ver fkilfully it be prepared, fome 
_ part of it will have an under-pro- 
portion of acid, and confequently 
approach to the {tate of mercurius 
dulcis. A good deal of care is re- 
quifite in the precipitation ; for if 
too large a quantity of the fixt alka- 
line folution be imprudently added, 
the precipitate will loofe the elegant 
white colour for which it is valued.” 


HYDRARGYRUS CUM SUL- 
PHURE. 
Lond. 
Quick flver with fulphur. 
Take of , Ae 
Purified quick fiver; 
Flowers of ’ ia each one 
pound. « 
Rub them together until the glo- 
bules difappear. 


ey — 
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A THIOPS MINERALIS. 
Edind. 
 Eithiops mineral. 

Take of 
Quickfilver, | 
Flowers of fulphur, each baal 

weights. 

Grind bens together in a als or 
- {tone mortar, with a glafs peftle, 
till the mercurial globules totally 
difappear, : 

An ethiops is made alfo with a 
double quantity of sermaany 


We need hardly remark, ‘that 
thefe preparations, though now dif- 
ferring in name, are in reality the 
fame. Nor need we add, that the 
direction given by the Edinburgh 
college, of uling aplafs or flone. 
mortar and peitle,:is nenedaty and 
proper. 

The union of the mercury and 
fulphur might be much facilitated 
by the afliftance of a little warmth. 
Some are accuftomed to make this 
preparation in a very expedious 
manner by melting the fulphur in 
an iron ladle, then adding the quick- 
filver, and {tirring them together 
tillthe mixture be completed. The 
{mall degree of heat here fufficient, 
cannot reafonably Le fuppofed todo 
any injury to fubftances which have 
already undergone much greater 
fires, not only in the extraction 
from their ores, but likewife in the: 
purifications of them directed in 


‘the pharmacopoeia. In the follow- 


ing procefs, they are expofed in 
conjunction to a {trong fire, without 
fufpicion of the compound receiving 
any ul quality from it. Thus much 
is certain, that the ingredients are — 
more perfectly united by heat than 
by the degree of triture ufnally be- 
ftowed upon them. From the ethi- 


ops prepared by triture, part of the 


mercury is apt to be fpued out on 
making it into an electuaryor pills ; 
from 
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from that made by fire, no fepara- 
tion is obferved to happpen. 
_Ethiops anineral is one of the 
moft inactive of the mercurial pre- 
parations. Some practitioners, how- 


ever, have reprefented it as poflef- 


ny extraordinary virtues; and 


most people imagine itis amedicine 


of fome efficacy. But what bene- 
fit is to be expe@ed from it in the 
common dofes of eight or ten grains, 
or a feraple, may be judged trom 
hence, that it has been taken im do- 
fes of feveral drams, and continued 
for a contiderable time, without 
producing any remarkable eftect. 
Sulphar eminently abates the power 
of all the more active minerals, and 
feems to be at thefame time reftrain- 
ed by them trom operating in the 
body itfelf.. Boerhaave, who is in 
general fuficientiy liberal in the 
commendation of medicines, difup- 
proves of the ethiops in very flrong 
terms, * It cannot enter the abforb- 
* ent veflels, the lacteals, or lyin- 
<¢ phatics ; but pafles direly thro’ 


“ the inteftinal tube, where it may 


*¢ happen to deftroy worms, if it 
“< operatesluckily. hey are decei- 
<¢ ved who expectany other effects 
<< from it; at leaft ] myfelf could 
“never findthem. I am afraid it 
“ is unwarily given, in fuch large 
eH quantities, | to children and per- 
«¢ fons of tenaer conf{titutions, as be- 
*¢ ing a foreign a ullconquer- 
“¢ able by the body, the more to be 
* fufpected, as it there continues 
*¢ long fluggith and ina€tive. — It 
<¢ does not raife a falivation, becaufe 
«¢ jt cannot come into the blood. 
«¢ Who knows the effects of a fub- 
«¢ ftance, which fo long as it re- 
«s mains compounded, feems no 
«¢ nore active than any ponders 
<¢ onsinfipid earth?” The cthiops, 
with a double proportion of mer- 

eury now received into our phar- 
niacopoeias, has a greater chance 

\ 


a 
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for operating as a mercurial ; and 
probably the quantity of mercury 
might be ftill farther increafed te 
advantage. Ah 


HYDRARGYRUS SULPHU- 
RATUS RUBER,: | 
Lond, — 
'R ie file ated guick if ilver, 
Take of 
Quick filver purified, forty oun 
CCS ; 
Sulphur, eight ounces, sd 
Mix the quick! ilver with the melt- 
ed fulphur ; and if the mix- 
ture takes fire » extinguith it by 
covering the vetlel ; ; afterwards 
reduce the mafs to powder, and 
fublime it. ; 


Ir has tie cuftomary to order 
a larger quantity of fulphur than 
here directed : but fmaller propor- 
tions anfwer better ; 
fulphur, the finer coloured is the 
cinnabar. 

As foon as the ierdury ana fal: 
phur begin to unite, a confiderable 
explotion frequently happens, and 
the mixture is very apt to take fire, 
efpecially if the procefs be fome- 
whathaftily conducted. ‘This acci- 
dent the operater will have previous 
notice of, from the matter {well- 
ing up, and growing fuddenly con- 
fiftent : as foon asthis happens, the 
veffel muft be immediately clofe co- 
veréds 

During the fublimation, care 


* muft be had that the matter rife not 


into the neck of the veflel, fo as to 
block up and burft the glafs S: topre- 
vent this, a wide necked bolt head, 
orrather an oval earthen jar, coated, 
fhould be chofen for the fabliming 
vetlel. If the former be employed, 
it will be convenient to introduce at 


' times an iron wire, fomewhat heat- 


ed, in order to be the better affured 
that the paflage is not blocking up; 
: the 


for the lefs 
a 


; 
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the danger of which may be pre- 
vented by cautiouily raifing the vef- 
fel higher from the fire. 

_ If the ingredients were pure, no 
feces will remain,: in fach cafes, the 
fablimation may be known to be 
ever, by introducing a wire as be- 
fore, and feeling therewith the bot- 
tom of the veflel, which will then 
be perfectly {mooth : if any rough- 
nefs or inequalities are preceived, 
either the mixture was impure, or 
the fublimation isnot completed ; if 
the latter bethe cafe, the wire will 
foon be covered over with the rifing 
¢innabar. 

The preparersofcinnabar in large 
quantity employ earthenjars,which 
in fhape pretty much refemble an 
egg. Thefe are of different fizes, 
according to the quantity intended 
to be made at one fublimation, 
which fometimes amounts to two 
hundred weight. The jar is ufually 


- coated from the finall end almoft to 
the middle, to prevent its breaking 


| 





eee eed 


from the vehemence or irregularity 
ofthe fire. The greater part, which 
is placed uppermoft, not being re- 
ceived within the furnace, has no 
eccafion for this defence. ‘The 
whole fecret, with regard to this 
ptocefs, is the management of the 
fire, which ihould be fo {trong as 
to keep the matter continually fub- 
liming to the upper part of the jar, 
without coming out at its mouth, 
which is covered with aniron plate; 
cate fhould alfo be taken to put 
into the fubliming veflel only {mall 
quantities of the mixture ata time. 

The principal ufe of cinnabar is 
as apigment. It was formerly held 
in great ef{teem as a medicine incu- 


taneous foulneifes, gouty andrheu- 


matic pains, epilepticcafes, &c, but 
of late it has loft much cf its re- 
putation. It appears to be nearly 
fimilar tothe ethiopsalready {poken 
ef. Carthenfer relates, that having 
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given cinnabar in large quantitiesto 
a dog, it produced no fenfible eftea, 
but was partly voided along with 
the feces unaltered, and partly found 
entire inthe ftomach and inteftines 
upon openingtheanimal. The ce- 
lebrated Frederick Hoitman, aiter 
beftowing high encomiums on this. 
preparation, as having, in niany in- 
{lances within his own knowledge, 
perfectly cured epilepfies and verii- 
goes from contufions of the head 
(where it is probable, however, that 
the cure did not fo much depend 


upon the cinnabar as on the {pon- 


taneous recovery of the parts from 
theexternalinjury), obferves, that 
the large repeated dofes, neceflary 
for having anv efiect, can be borne 
only where the firft paflages are 
{trong ; and that if the fibres of the 

ftomach and inteftines are lax and — 
flaccid, the cinnabar, accumulated 
and concreting with the muccus 
matter of the parts, occafions great 
oppreflion ; which feems to be an 
acknowledgment that the citnabar 
is not fubdued by the powers of di- 
geftion, and has no proper medicinal 
activity. There are indeed fome 
inflances of the daily ufe of cinnabar 
having brought on a falivation ; per- 
haps from the cinnabar, made ufe 
of in thofe cafes, having contained 
ale{s proportion of fulphur than the 
forts commonly met with. The re- 
gulus of antimony, and even white 
arfenic, when combined with a cer- 
tain quantity of common fulphur, 


feem to have their deleterious power 


deftroyed : on feparating more and 
more of the fulphur, they exert 
more and more of their proper vi- 
rulence, It does not feem unrea- 
fonable to prefume, that mercury 
may have its activity varied in the 
fame manner; that when perfealy 
fatiated with fulphur, it may be | 
inert: and that when the quantity 
of fulphur ismoreand moreleffencd, 

' the. 
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‘the compourid may have greater and Cautionlly mix them together, and 


greater deprecs of the proper ctlica- 
cy of mercurials. 

‘Cinnabar is fometimes ufed in fu- 
‘migations againit venereal ulcers in 
the nofe, mouth, andthroat. Half 


‘a dram wii it burnt, the fume being 


‘imbibed with the breath , has occa- 
fioneda violent falivation. This ef- 
fe& is by no. means owing to the 
medicine as cinnabar : when fet on 
fire, itis no longer a mixture of 
mercury and fulpliur ; bat mercury 
refolved into fame, and blended in 
part with the volatile vitriolic acid ; 
‘in either. ofwhich cireumftances, 
this mineral, as already obferved, 
has very powerful effects. 


HYDRARGYRUS VITRIO- 
LAT WEA ay. % 
‘Lond 
Vitriolated yee pai 

Take of 

Quick(ilver, purified, 

Vitriolic acid, each one pound. 
Mix in a glafs welled and heat them . 

by dear ees, until ‘they unite into 


_a white mafs, which is tobe per- 
“tity of water luted to it. Great care 


fectly’ dried with a {trong fire. 
This matter, on the affufion ofa 


large quantity of hot diftilled wa- 


ter,immediately becomes yellow, 
and falls to powder. Rub’ the 
powder carefully with this water 
in'a’ glafs mortar:’ After the 
powder has fubfided, pour off the 
water ; and, adding more.diltil- 
led water feveral times, wath the 
matter till it become infipid. 





MERCURIUS FLAVUS, 
| MELON Ne 
TURPETHUM MINERALE. 
. Edinb : 
Yellow mercury, commonly cated 
Tur bith sdeechese 
Take of : 
Quickfilver, four ounces ; 
Vitriolic acid, eight ounces. — 


diftil in a retort, placed ina fand- 
furnace, to drynefs : : the white 
calx, which is left at the bottom, 
being ground topowder, muft be 
thrown into warm water. It im- 
mediately aflumes a yellow co- 
lour, but muft afterwards be pu- 
rified by eepeaede: ablit tions. 


THE quantity of oil a sriteseh, 
formerly dire¢:ed, was double to that. 
now employed. by the Edinburgh 
college. The reduction made in this 
article greatly facilitates the pro- 
cefs; and the proportions of theLon- 
don college are perhaps preferable. 

Boerhaave directs this preparati- 
on to be made in an open glafs, flow- 
ly heated, and then placed immedi- 
ately upon burningcoals; carebeing. 
taken to avoid the fumes which are 
extremely noxious. This method 
will fueceed very well with a little 
addrefs when'the ingredients are in | 
{mal] quantity : but where the mix- 
ture is large, it is better to ufe are- 
tort, placed in a fand-furnace, with 
arecipient, containing afm all quan- 


fhould be taken, when the oil of vi- 
triol. begins to bubble, to fteadily 
keep up the heat, without at all in- 
creaiing it, till the ebullition ceafes, 
when the fire fhould be augmented 


tothe utmoft degree, that as much 


as poflible of the redundant acid may 
be expelled. 

If the matter be but barely exfic- 
cated, it proves a cauftic falt,; which 
in the ablution with water will al- 
moft all diffolve, leaving only a 
little quantity of turbich : the more 
of the acid that has been ditiipated, 
the lefs of the remaining mercury 
will diffolve, and confequently the 
yield of turbith will be greater ; fre 
expelling only fich ‘part of the acid 
as is not completely fatiated w ith ” 
mercury, while water takes up a 

ee) 


Chap 13. 
ways,along with the acid, ‘a propor- 
tionable quantity of the mercury it- 
felf. Even when the matter has 
been ftrongly calcined, a part will 
ftill be foluble :. this evidently ap- 
pears upon pouring into the wafh- 
ingsa little folution of fixt alkaline 
falt, which will throw down a con- 


fiderable quantity af yellow precipi- 
tate, greatly refembling the turbith, 
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tion defcribed by Wilfon,under the 
title of da excellent precipitate of 
mercury ; Which is no other than a 
trueturbith, though not generally 
known to be fuch. It is made by 
diffolving four ounces of kali vitrio- 
latum in fixteen ounces of fpirit of 
nitre; difflolving in this compound 
liquor four ounces of mercury ; 
abftratting the nenftrnum by a 


except that it is lefs violent in ope~fand- heat ; and edulcorating with 


ration;.. : 

From this oxpeaiment it appears, 
that the beft method of edulcorating 
this powder is, by impregnating the 
water, intended to be ufed in its ab- 
lution, with a determined propor- 
tion of fixt alkaline falt : for by 


this means, the wafhedturbith will. 


not only turnout greater in quanti- 
ty, but, what is of more confe- 
quence,always have an equal degree 
of ftrength; a circumftance which 
deferves particularly to be coniider- 
ed, efpecially in making fuch pre- 
parations as, from an error in the 
procefs, may prove too violently 
corrofive to be ufed with any tole- 
rable degree of fafety. Itis ne- 
ceflary to o employ warm water if we 
are anxious for a fine colour. If 
cold water be ufed, the precipitate 
will be white. 
It is obfervable, that though the 
fuperfluous acid be here abforbed 
from the mercury, by the alkaline 
falt ; yet in fome circumftances this 
acid forfakes that falt to unite with 
mercury. If tartarum vitriolatum, 
or kali vitriolatum, as it is now call- 
ed, which is a combination of vi- 
‘triolic acid with fixt alkalies, bedif- 
folyed in water, and thefolution ad- 
ded toa folution of mercury in a- 
quafortis,the vitriolic acid will unite 
with the mercury, and form withit 
turbith, which falls to the bottom ; 


leaving only. the alkali diffelved in. 


the aquafortis, and united with its 


lacid into a regenerated nitre. On’ 
ithis principle depends the sina as 


I 


i 


_ parts affected. 


water the gold-coloured mafs which 
remains. 

Turbith mineral is a ftrong eme- 
tic, and with this intention operates 
the moft powerfully of all the mer- 
curials that can be fafely given in- 
ternally. Its action, however, is not 
confined to the primae viae ; it will 
fometimes excite a falivation, if a 
purgative be not taken foon after it. 
This medicine is ufed chiefly in vi- 
rulent gonorrhoeas, and other vene- 
real cafes,where there is a preatflux 
of hmuours to the parts. Its chief 
ufe at prefent is in fwellings of the 
tefticle from a venereal affection ;. 
and it feems not only to act as a 
mercurial, but alfo, by the fevere 
vomiting it occafions ,to perform the. 
office of a difcutient, by accelera- 
ting the motion of the bloodin the 
It is faid likewife 
to have been employed with fuccefs, 
in robuft conftitutions, againft le- 
prous diforders, and obftinate glan- 
dular obilavdiions ; the dofeis from 
two grains to fix or eight. It may 
be given in dofes of a grain or two 
as an alterative and diaphoretic, in 
the fame manner as the mercurius 


calcinatus already f{poken of. Dr 


Hope has found, that the turbith 
mineral is the moft convenient er- 
rhine he has had occafion toemploy. 
This medicine was lately recom- 
mended as the moft effectual prefer- 
vative againit the hydrophobia. It 
has been alleged there are feveral 
examples of its preventing madnefs 
in dogs which had been bitten ; . and 
ome 
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fome of its performing a cure after 
the madnefs was begun: from fix 
or feven grains to a {cruple may be 
given every day, or every fecond 
day, fora little time,and repeated at 
the two or three fuceeding fulls and 
changes of themoon. Some few trials 
have likewife been made on human 
fubjeéts bitten by mad dogs; and in 
thefe alfothe turbith, ufed either as 


an emetic or alterative, feemed to 


have good effects. 

The wafhings of turbith mineral 
are ufed by fome, externally,for the 
cure of the itch and other cutaneous 
foulnefs. In fome cafes mercurial 
lotions may be proper, but they are 
always to be ufed with great cau- 
tion : this is by no. means an eligi- 
ble one, as being extremely unequal 
in point of ftrength ; more or le{s of 
the mercury being diflolved, as has 
been obferved above, according to 
the degree of calcination. The 
pharmacopoeia of Paris directs a 
mercurial wath free from this in- 
convenience,under the title of Agua 
mercurialis, or Mercurius liguidus. 
It is compofed of one ounce of mer- 
cury, diflolved ina fufficient quan- 
tity of {pirit of nitre, and diluted 
with thirty ounces of diftilled water. 


In want of diftilled water, rain wa- 


ter may be ufed ; but of {pring wa- 
ters there are very few which will 
mix with the mercurial folution, 
without growing turbid and preci- 
pitating a part of the mercury. 


SOLUTIO MERCURIALIS 
SIMPLEX. 
Fof. fac. Plenck. 
Simple mercurial, folution. 
Take of 
Pareft quickfilver, one dram ; 
“Gum arabic, two drams. 


Beat them -in a ftone mortar, 


adding by little and little diftil- 
led water of fumitory, till the 
inercury thoroughly difappear in 
she mucilage. — 
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Having beat and mixed them tho- 
roughly, add by degrees, and at 
the fame time rubbing the whole 
together; 2 si oy> 

Syrup of kermes, half an ounce ; 

Diftilled water of famitory, 
eight ounces, 





Tuts mixture was much cele- 
brated by its author as an effe€tual 
preparation of mercury, unatten- 
ded with the inconvenience of pro- 
ducing a falivation ; and he jmagi- 
ned that this depended upon a _pe- 
culiar affinity exifting between 
mercury and macilage. Hence fuch 
a conjunction, the hydrargyrum 
gummofum, as it has been {ftyled, 
has been the foundation of mix. 
tures, pills, fyrups, and feveral o- 
ther formulae, as may be feen from 
the table of mercurial preparati- 
ons in the materia medica. 

By a long continued triture, mer- 
cury feems to undergo a degree of 
calcination ; at leaft its globular ap- 
pearance is not to be difcerned by 
the beft microfcope : its colour is 
converted into that of a greyifh 
powder ; and from the ina¢tive fub- 
{tance inits globular form, itis now 
become one of the moft powerful 
preparations of this metallic body, . 
The ufe of the gum feems to be no- 
thing more, than to afford the in- 
terpofition of a vifcid fubftance to 
keep the particles ata diftance from | 
each other, till the triture requifite 
to produce this change be perform- 
ed. Dr Saunders has clearly proved, 
that no real folution takes placé in 
this procefs, and that though a 
quantity of mercurial particles aré 
{till retained in the mixtureafter the 
globular parts have been depofited | 
by dilution with water,yet that this” 
fufpended mercurial matter is only 
diffufed in the liquor, and capable of | 
being perfectly feparated by filtra- 
tion. That long triture is capable 
of affeQing the above change on | 

mer- 






y evinced from the 
well- kat wi experiment of Dr Boer- 
haave, in producing. a kind of cal- 
cined mercury by Xpoling quick- 
_filver inclofed in.a phial to the agi-- 
tation produced -by keeping.-the 
a tied to a wind mill for four- 
en years. By inclofing a pound 
of quickfilver iiuiron box, with a. 
—quautity of iron nails and a {mall 
quanuty of water, by the addition of 
which a greater degree of inteftine 
motion is given to the pate of 
the mereury, and fixing the box to 
the wheel of a carriage, Dr Saun- 
ders obtained, during a journey of 
four hundred miles, two ounces of 
a creyifh powder, or calx of mer- 
cury. 

On the above accounts we are not 
to afcribe the effects of Plenck’s fo- 
lation to an intimate divifion of the 
globules of mercury, nor to any af- 
finity, nor elective attraction, be- 
twixt gum arabic and mercury ; 
which laft Mr Plenck has very un- 
philofophically fuppofed. The fame 
thing can be done by means of gum 
travacanth, by honey, and by fan- 
‘dry balfams. It isevidently owing 
to the converfion of the quickfilver 






ef 
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to a calciform nature ; but as this 
will be accomplifhed more or lefs 
completely, according to the diiie- 
rent circumftances during the tri- 
ture, itis certainly preferable, in- 
ftead of Plenck’s folution, to dif- 
fufe in mucilage, or other vifcid 
matters, a determinate quantity of 
the Pubic cinereus, or other calx. 
of mercury. 

It is proper to take notice, that 
there isin cog inftanees areal ad- 


vantage in empl oying mucilaginous 


matters along with mercurials, thefe 
being found to prevent diarrhea and 
falivation to a remarkable degree, 
So far, then, Mr Plenck’s folution is 
a good preparation of mercury, tho? 
his chemical rationale 1s perhaps er- 
roneous. Thedittilled water and fy- 
rup are of noconfequence tothe pre- 
paration, either as facilitating the 
procefs, or for medicinal ufe. 

It is always moft expeditious te 
triturate the mercury with the gum 
in the ftate of mucilage. Dr Saan- 
ders found that the addition of honey 
was an excellent auxiliary; andthe 
mucilage of gum tragacanth feems 
better fuited for this purpofe than 
that of gum arabic. 
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PREPARATA EX PLOMBO. 


PREPARATIONS or LEAD, 


y EAD readily melts in the fire, 
1 and calcines into a dufky pow- 
der: which, if the flame is reverbe- 
rated on it, becomes at firft yellow, 
then red, and at length melts into a 
Vitreous mafs. This metal diffolves 
eafily in the nitrous acid, difficultly 
in the vitriolic, and in {mall quan- 
tity in the vegetable acids; it is al- 
fo folable in expreffed oil, efpecially 
when calcined. 

Lead and itscalces, whilft undif- 
folved, have no confiderable effects 
as medicines. Diffolved in oils, they 
are fuppofed to be (when externally 
applied) anti-inflammatory and de- 
ficcative. Combined with vegetable 
acids, they are remarkably fo; and 
taken internally, prove a powerful 
but dangerous ftyptic. 

There dre two preparations of 
Jead, red and white lead, as they are 
commonly called, which are much 
yore extenfively employed in other 
arts than in medicine, and of courfe 
they are prepared in large quanti- 
ties. Thefe formerly flood among 
the preparations in our pharmaco- 
pocias. But they are now referred 
tothe materia medica. Accordingly 
we have already had occafion to 
make fome obfervations with refpec 
to them. But we fhall here infert 
from the old editions of the Edin- 
burgh pharmacopoeia, the directions 
there given for preparing them. 


MINIUM. 
Red lead, 
Let any quantity of lead be melted 


in an unglazed earthen veffel, and 
kept ftirring with an iron f{patula 
till it falls into powder, at firft 
blackifh, afterwards yellow, and 
at length of a deep red colour, in 
which laft ftate it is called mnz- 
um; taking care not to raife the 
fire fo high as to run the calx in- 
to a vitreous mafs. 

THE preparation of red-lead is fo 
troublefome and tedious, as fcarce 
ever to be attempted by the apothe- 
cary or chemift; nor indeed is this 
commodity expected to be made by 
them, the preparation of it being a 
diftinc branch of bufinefs. The 
makers melt large quantities of lead 
at once, upon the bortom of a re- 
verberatory furnace built for this 
purpofe, and fo contrived, that the 
flame aétsupon alarge furface of the 
metal, which iscontinually changed 
by the means of iron rakes drawn 
backwards and forwards, till the 
fluidity of the lead is deftroyed; af- 
ter which, the calx is only now and 
then turned. By barely ftirring the 
calx, as above directed, in a veffel 
over the fire, it acquires norednefs ; 


‘the reverberation of flame upon the 


farface being abfolutely neceflary for 
this effect. It is faid, that twenty 
pounds of lead gain, in this procefs, 
five pounds; and that the calx, be- 
ing reduced intolead again, is found 
one pound lefs than the original 
weight of the metal. 

Thefe calces are employed in ex- 
ternal applications, for abating in- 
flammations, cleanfing and healing 

Wiecks,, 
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ulcers, and the like. Their ef- 
fects, however, are not very confi- 
derable ; nor are they perhaps of 
much farther real ufe,than as they 
give confiftence to the plafter, un- 
guent, &c. 


CERUSSA. 
Ceruffe, or white lead. 

Put fome vinegar into the bottom 
of an earthen veffel, and fufpend 
ever the vinegar very thin plates 
of lead, in fuch a manner thatthe 
vapour which arifes from the a- 
cid may circulate about the 
plates. Setthe containing vel- 

_fel in the heat of horfe-dung for 
three weeks; if at the end of 
this time the plates be not to- 
tally. calcined, f{crape off the 
white powder, and expofe them 
again to the {team of vinegar, till 
all the lead be thus corroded in- 
to powder. 


Tue making ef white lead alfois 
become a trade by itfelf, and con- 
fined to a few perfons, who have 
“Jarge conveniences for this .purpofe. 
The general methed which they 
follow, is nearly the fame with that 
above defcribed. See the Philofe- 


-phical TranfaG@ions, N° 137. 


In this preparation, the lead is fo 
far opened by the acid, as to dif- 
cover, when taken internally, the 
malignant quality of the metal; 
aud to prove externally, when 
fprinkled on running fores, or ul- 
cers, moderately cooling, drying, 
and aftridtive. 


CERUSSA ACETATA., 
Lond. 
 Acetated ceruffe. 
“Take of 
Ceruffe, one.pound ; 
Diftilled vinegar, one gallon and 
an half. 
Boil the ceraffe with the vinegar un- 
tilthe vinegar is faturated; then 
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filter through paper ;_and, after 
proper evaporation, fet it afide to 
cry ftallize. 


SAL PLUMBI, vulgo SAC- 
CHARUM SATURNI. 

— Edinb. 
Salt,commonly called Sugar, of lead. 
Put any quantity of ceruife into a 

cucurbit, and .pour upon it ten 
times its quantity of diftilled vi- 
negar. Let the mixture ftand 
upon warm fand till the vinegar 
becomes fweet; when it-is to be 
poured off, and fresh vinegar ad- 
ded as.often as it comes off {weet. 
‘Then let.all the vinegar be eva- 
porated in a glafs-veffel to the 
confiftence of pretty thin honey, 
and fet it afide in a cold place, 
that cryftals maybe formed, which 
are to be afterwards dried in the 
fhade. The remaining liquor is 
again to be evaporated, that new 
cry{tals may be formed ; the eva- 
poration of the refiduous liquor is 
to be repeated till no more.cr- 
dtals concrete. 


Cerusse (efpecially that fort cal- 
led flake lead, which is not, like the 
others, fubject to adulteration) is 
much preferable either to miniam er 


litharge, for making the fugar of 


lead : for the corrofion, which it has 
already undergone from the fteam ef 
vinegar, difpofes it to diflolve more 
readily. It thould be finely, powder- 
ed before the vinegar be put to it; 
and during the digeftion, or boiling, 


Lees Ary iteee. tne eee 


-every now and then flirred upwith.a - 


wooden fpatula, to.promote its dif- 
folution, and prevent its cencreting 
into a hard mafs at the bottom. 
The ftrong acid obtained from the 


caput mortuum of Vinegar may be 


employed for this purpofe .to.better 
advantage than the weaker, though 
purer acid, above directed. If,a 
{mall quantity of rectified fpirit ef 
Wine be prudently added to the fo- 
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‘Jution as foon as it is duly exhaled, 
and the mixture fuffered to grow 
coid. by flow degrees, the fugar will 
concrete into very large and tran- 
{parent cryftals, w which are fcarce- 
ly to be cbtained by any other me- 
thod. 

‘Vf the cryftals be dried in fone 
fhine, they acquire a blackith or li- 
vid colour. This feems-to happen 


from the abforption of light and its 


converfion into phlogifton. [i it 
be owing to the efcape of pure air, 
why aré the rays of the fan necef- 


fary to this difcharge ? On whatever 


principles we account for it, the fact 
is the fame ; that the cryftals foon 
lofe their faline condition, and the 
Jead pradually re-aflumes its metallic 
form. From this property of lead 
readily abforbing phlogilton,or part- 
ing with pure air, a folution of the 
faccharum fatarni becomes a very 
convenient fympathetic ink ; ontne 
fame grounds it is alfo ufed fer a 
more’ important purpofe. As lead 
communicates afweetnefsandaftrin- 


gency very fimilar to the produét of 


the vinous fermentation, a practice 
former y prevailedamong frandulent 
of correcting the too great 
fharpneti $ of acid wines by adultera- 

ting them withthis metal. The a- 


bufe may be detected in two diffe- 


rent ways: a piece of paper may be 
wrote upon, or moiftened, with the 
liquor to be examined, anid then ex- 
pofed to the vapours of liver of ful- 
phar: the writ, or moiftened paper, 
will become of a livid colour, and 
this will happen though twoor three 
hundred leaves of a book were in- 
terpofed between the paper and the 
vapours; by this method, then, we 
make a kind of fymputhette ink. 
But the’beft way of making the teit 
is, to ‘drop ‘a {mall quantity of a fo- 


Intion of the liver of fulphur ‘dnto 


the fafpeted Hquor: if there beany 
yead prefent, this addition will in- 
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ftantly occafion the precipitation of 
a livid or dark coloured cloud. | 

The fugar of fead is much niore }! 
eficacious than the foregoing pre-- 


intentions to which they are ap- | 
plied. Some have ventured wpon it: 
internally ,in dofes of a few prains, | 


~as a flyptic, in he amorthagies, pro-— 


fofe colliquative {weais, feminal 

fluxes, the fluor albus, Ke. nor has. 
it failed their expe@ations. Tt very 
powerfully reftrains the difcharge 5 
bat almoft as certainly as it does 
this, 1 occafions fymptoms of ano- 
ther kind, often more dangerous 
than thofe removed by it, and fome- 
times fatal,” Violent pains in the 
bowels or through the whole body, 
and obftinate conftipations, foime- 
times Immediately follow, efpecial- 
ly if the dofe has been-confiderable: 
cramps, tremors, and weaknefs of 
the nerves, generally, fooner or 
later, enfue. 
Boerhaave j is of opinion, thar this 
preparation proves malignant only, 
as far as its acid happens to be ad- 


forbed in the body ; forin fuchcafe, 


he fays, ‘* it returns again into ce- 
ne reffe, which is violently poifon- 
“< ous.’” On this principle it would 
fovioes that in habits where acidi- 
ties abound, the fugar of lead would 
be innocent. But this is far from 
being the cafe. Lead and its pre- 
parations act in the body only in as 
far as they are combined with acid’: 

ceruffe poffeffes the qualities of the: 
faccharom only in a low degree ; 
and either of them freed from tle 
acid, has little, if any, effe& ar all. 
For the fame reafons, the fal plumbi 
is preferable to the pompous extrad 
and vegero- -mincral water of Goul- 
ard, in which the lead is much Jefs 
perfectly combined i in'a faline fate, 


‘Tr is fometimes-cotivenient co ali. 


the folution of the faccharurm faturni 


“in _— by adding a Saeed of Vir 
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Chap. fs. 
negar. The effects of the ecvetial 
application of lead feems to differ 
from the ftrength of the folution: 
thus a very weak folution feems to 
dimith dire@tly the action of the 
veffels, and is therefore more pecu- 
liarly properinactive inflammations, 
as of the eyes; whereas a {trong fo- 
-Intion operatesas a direct ftimulant, 

and is therefore more fuccefsful in 
paflive ophthalmia. 


AQUA LITHARGYRI ACE- 
TATI. 
Loud. 
Water of acetated litharge. 
Take, ag 3 
Litharge, two pounds and four 
ounces ; 
Diftilled vinegar, one gallon. 
Mix and boil to fix pints, con- 
{tantly flirring; then fet it a 


fide. 
fided, ftrain. 


T urs preparation may be confi- 
dered as nearly the fame with the 
extract and vegeto-mineral water of 
Mr Goulard. And it is probably 
from the circumftances of his prepa- 
rations having come into a common 
ufe, that the London college have 
given this article a place i in their 
pharmacopoeia, It may, however, 
be a matter of. doubt whether it be 
really entitled to a place. For as 
we have already oblerved, every 
purpofe to beanfwered by it may be 
better obtained from the employ- 
ment of afolution of the ceruffa a- 
cetata in fimple water. The aqua 
lithargyri acetata is intended for 
external ufe only. 
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IN eafily melts in the fire, and 
calcines-into a dutky powder; 
which, by a farther continuance of 
the heat, becomes white. A mafs 
of tin heated till it be juft ready to 
melt, proves extremely brittle, fo as 
to fall in pieces from a blow ; and by 
dexterous agitation, into powder. Its 
proper menftruum is aqua regia; 
thouvh the other mineral acids alfo 
may “be made to diffolve it, and the 
| vegetable onesin {mall quantity. It 
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TIN, 


cryftallizes with the vegetable and 
vitriolic acids ; but with the others, 
deliquates. 

The virtues of this metal are little 
known. It has been recommended 
as anantihyfteric, antihedtic, &e. 


At prefent it is chiefly ufed as a te 


anthelmintic. 


Powdered tin. 
ae £3 


sirens 


After the feces have fub- © 
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Take of 
Tin fix pounds. 

Melt it in an iron veffel, and ftir it 
with an iron rod until a powder 
floats onthe furface.Take off the 
powder, and, whem cold, pafs it 
through‘a fieve. 


Tuls preparation may be confi- 
dered as nearly the fame with the 
calx fovis, which had a place inthe 
former editions of the Edinburgh 
pharmacopceia; but from the late 
editions the calx has been expunged, 
and the limatura, or pulvis ftanni, 
has a place only in their lift of the 
materia medica. But although fel- 

dom prepared by the apothecary 
himfelf, it is not unfrequently em- 


ployed as aremedy againft worms, | 


particularly the flat kinds, which 
too often elude the force of other 
medicines. The general dofe is from 
a {cruple to a dram; fome confine it 
to.a few grains. But Dr Alfton af- 
fures'us, in the Edinburgh Effays, 
that its fuccefs chiefly depends upon 
itsbeing givenin much larger quan- 
tities: he direéts an ounce of the 
powder onanempty ftomach, mixed 
with four ounces of molaffes ; next 
day half an ounce; and the day 
_ following, halfan ounce more: af- 

ter which a cathartic is adminifter- 
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ed: he fays the worms are ufually 
voided during the operation of the 
purge, but that pains of the ftomacl: 
occafioned by them are removed al- 
moft rmmediately upon taking the 
firft dofe of the tin. 

This pactice is fometimes fuccefs- 


~ ful inthe expulfion of teenia, but 


by no means fo frequently as Dr 
Alfton’s obfervations would lead us 
to hope. 


STANNI AMALGAMA. 


Dan. 
Amalgam of tin. 

Take of 

Shavings of pure tin, two oun- 

ces. — 

Pure quickfilver, three drams. 
Let them be rubbed toa powder im 

a {tone mortar. 


Some have imagined that tin thus 
acted upon by mercury, is in a more 
active condition than when exhibited 
in the ftate of powder: and accord- 
ingly ithas been given in worm ca- 
fes. But as both are equally info- 
luble inthe animal fluids, this is not 
to be expected ; and to obtain any 
peculiar properties which tin may 
poffefs to their full extent, it will 
probably be neceflary to exhibit it im 
fome faline ftate. 
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PREPARATA E ZINGG, 


PREPARATIONS or ZINC: 


ZINCUM CALCINATUM., | 
Loud. 
 Calcined zine. 

Take of 
Zinc, broken into {mall pieces, 

eight ounces. 

Caft the pieces of zinc, at feveral 
times, into an ignited, large, and 
deep, crucible, placed leaning, 
or half-upright, putting upon it 
another crucible in fucha manner 
that the air may have free accefs 
to the burning zinc. 

Take out the caix as foon as it ap- 
pears, and fift its white and light- 
er part. 


CALX ZINCI vulgo FLORES 
ZINCI. 
Edinb. 
Flowers of zine. 

Let a large crucible be placed ina 
furnace, in an inclined fituation, 
only half upright; when the bot- 
tom of the veffel is moderately 
red, put a {mall piece of zinc, a- 
bout the weight of two drams, 
into it, The zinc flames in a 
fhort time, and is at the fame 
time converted into a fpongy 
calx, which isto be raked from 
the furface of the metal with 


an iron fpatula, that the com- 


buftion may be more complete: 
when the zinc ceafes to flame, 
take the calx out of the crucible. 
Having put in another piece of 
zinc, the operation may be re- 
peated as often as you pleafe, 
Laftly, the calx is to be prepared 
like antimony. 


THEseE flowers, as ufed external- 


ly, are preferable for medicinal pur- 


pofes to tutty, and the more impure 
fublimates of zinc, which are obtain- 
ed in the brafs works ; and likewife 
to calamine, the natural ore of this 


_ metal, which contains a large quan- 


tity of earth, and frequently a por- 
tion of heterogeneous metallic mat- 
ter. But befides being applied e ~ 
ternally, they have alfo of late been 
ufed internally. The flowers of 
zinc, in dofes from one to feven or 
eight grains, have been much celes 


brated of late years in the cure of 


epilepfy and feveral {pafmodic affec- 
tions: and there are fufficient tefti- 
monies of their good effects, where 
tonic remedies in thofe affe@tions are 
proper. 


VITRIOLUM ALBUM. 
Edinb, 
White Vitriol. 


Ffa4 Take 


3 
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Take of 
‘inc, cut into {mall pieces, three 

ounces ; 
Vitriolic acid five, ounces ; 

- Water, twenty ounces; 

Having mixed the acid and water, 
add the zinc, and when the ebul- 
lition is finifhed {train the liquor ; 

_ then. after proper evaporation fet 
it apart in a cold place, that it 
may fhoot into cryftals. 


~ Tris faltis an elegant white vi- 
triol.. It differs from the common 
white vitriol, and the fal vitrioli of 
the fhops, only in being purer, and 
perfectly free from any admixture 
of copper, or fuch other foreign me- 
tallic bodies as the others generally 
contain. 


ZINCI VITRIOLATI PURIFI- 
CATIO. 
Londs- 
Purification of vitriolated zine. 
Take of 
White vitriol, one pound ; 
Vitriolic acid, one dram; 
Boiling diitilled water,three pints. 


Mix, and filter through paper. 


After a proper evaporation, fet 
it afide in a cold place to cryftal- 
lize. 
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ALTHOUGH the Edinburgh cole: 
lege have given a formula for the: 
preparation of white vitriol, yet: 
their direction is very rarely follow-: 
ed by any of the apothecaries or che-. 
mifts, who in general purchafe it: 
as obtained from the Gofler mines. 
When, however, it is got in this 
way, it is often a very impure falt, 
and requires that purification which 
is here directed, and which is by 
no means neceflary for the white vi- 
triol artificially prepared, in the 
manner above direéted. But by 
this procefs, the ordinary white vi- 
triol, in its common ftate of impu- 
rity, will be freed from thofe im- 
preynations of earthy and other 
matters which it often contains. 
And in this purified ftate it anfwers 
many ufeful purpofes, not only ex- 
ternally but internally ; and parti- 
cularly in dofes from ten grains to 
half a dram, it operates almoft in-— 
ftantly as an emetic, and is at the 
fame time perfetly fafe. By em- 
ploying it internally in fmaller dofes, 
we may obtain, and perhaps even 
more effectually, all the tonic power 
of the zinc; and fome think it in 
every cafe preferable to the calx 
ZinCl. 
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AQUE DISTILLATE. 
Loudon. | 


AQUE BSTTELATPIT IEA STMPLICGLS 
Edinburgh. 


SIMPLE DISTILLED WATERS. 


EEE efluvia which exhale into 


the air from many vegetables, 


particularly from thofe of the odo- 
rous kind,confiftapparently of prin- 
ciples of great fubtility and activity, 
capable of ftrongly and fuddenly at- 
feéting the brain and nervous fy- 
ftem,efpeciallyin thofe whofe nerves 
are of great fenfibility ; and like- 
wife of operating in a flower man- 
ner upon the fyftem of groffer vef- 


fels. Thus Boerhaave obferves, that 


in hyfterical and hypochondriacal 
perfons, the fragrant odour of the 
Indian hyacinth excites flrange 
fpafms, which the flrong fcent of rue 
relieves: that the effluvia of the 
walnut-tree occafion headachs, and 
make the body coftive ; that thofe 
of poppies procure fleep; and that 
_ the fmell of bean blofloms,long con- 
tinued, diforders the fenfes. Le- 
mery relates, from his own know- 
Nedge, that feveral perfons were 
purged by ftaying long in a room 
where damafk rofes. were drying. 
Some of the chemilis have indul- 
ged themfelves in the pleafing fur- 
vey of thefe prefiding {pirits, as they 


are called, of vegetables; their pe~ 


culiay nature inthe different {pecies. 
of plants ; their exhalation into the 
atmofphere by the fan’s heat, and 
difperfion by winds; theirrendering 
the air of particular places medici- 
nal, or otherwife, according to the 


nature of the plants that abound, . 


They have contrived alfo different 
means for collecting thetfe fugitive 
emanations, and concentrating and 


condenfing them intoa liquid forms; — 


employing either the native moi- 
fture of the fubjeG, or an addition 
of water, as a vehicle or matrix for 
retaining them. 


Tue procefs which has been 
judged moftanalagousto that of na- 


ture, isthe following. The {ubje@ 


fref gathered at the feafon of its 
ereatelt vigour, with the morning 
dew upon it, is laid lightly and un- 
bruifed ina fhallow veffel, to which 
is adapted alow head with a reei- 
pient; under. the veffel a live coal is 


placed, and occafionally renewed, 


fo astokeepup an uniform hear, no 


greater than that which obtains in 


the 
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the atmofphere in fammer, viz. a- 
bout 85 degrees of Farenheit’s ther- 
mometer. In this degree of heat 
there arifes, excceding flowly, an 
invifible vapour, which condenfesin 
the head into dewy drops, and falls 
down into the receiver ; and which 


has been fuppofed to be that very. 


fubftance that the plant would have 
fpontaneoafly emitted in the open 
ail’. 

But on fubmitting to this pro- 
cefs many kinds of odoriferons ve- 
getables, the liquors obtained by it 
have been found to be very different 
from the natural effluvia of the re- 
fpective fubjects: they have had very 
little fmell, and noremarkable tafte. 
It appears that a heat, equal to 
that of the atmofphere, is incapable 
of raifing in clofe veflels thofe parts 
ef vegetables which they emitin the 
open air. It may therefore be pre- 
fumed, that in this laft cafe fome o- 
ther caufe concurs to the effect: that 
it is not the fun’s heat alone which 
raifes and impregnates the air with 
the odorous principlesof vegetables, 
but that the air irtfelf, or the watery 
humidity with which it abounds, ac- 
ting as a true diffolvent, extracts 
and imbibes them ; fo that the na- 
tural effluvia of a plant may be 
looked upon as an infufion of the 
plant madein air. The purgative 
virtue of the damafk-rofe, and the 
aftringency of the walnut-tree, 
which as above obferved, are in 


fome degree communicated to the: 


air, may be totally extracted by in- 
fufion both in watery and {pirituous 
menftrua, but never rife in diftilla- 
tion with any degree of heat: and 
the volatile odours of aromaticherbs, 
which are diffufed through the at- 
mofphere in the loweft warmth, 
cannot be made to diftil without a 
heat much greater than is ever 
found to obtain in a fhaded air. 
We apprehend, that the effluvia 
arifing from growing vegetables,are 


@ 
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chiefly exhaled by the living energy 
of the plant: the odorous matter is 
a real fecretion, which cannot be 
performed independent of active 
veflels ; and itis'reafonable to allow 
the fame powers for the exhalation 
of thefe effluvia as for the tranfpi- 
ration of their watery parts. 

The above procefs, therefore, and 
the theory on which it is built, ap- 
pear to be faulty in two points; 
1. In fuppofing that all thofe prin- 
ciples, which naturally exhale from 
vegetables may be colleéted by di- 
{tillation ; whereas there are many 
wliich the air extras in virtue of 
its difolving power; fome are alfo 
incapable of being collected in a vi- 
fible and inelaftic form; and there 
are thofe which are artificially fepa- 
rable by diffolvents only: 2. In em- 
ploying a degree of heat fufficient 
for feparating even thofe parts 
which are truly exhalable by heat. 


THE foregoing method of diftil- 
lation iscommonly called diffi//ation 
by the cold ftill ; but thofe who have 
practifedit, have generally employ- 
ed aconfiderable heat. <A fhallow 
leaden veffel is filled with the freth 
herbs, flowers,&c. which are heap- 
ed above it ; fo that when the head 
is fitted on, this alfo may be filled 
a confiderable way. A little fire 
is made under the veffel, fufficient 
to make the bottom much hoiter 
than the hand can bear, care being © 
taken only not to heat it fo far as 
to endanger fcorching any part of 
the fabje@. If the bottom of the 
veffe] be not made fo hot as to have 
this effect on the part contiguous to 
it, it is not to bi feared that the 
heat communicated to the reft of 
the included matter will be great 
enough to do it any injury. By 
this management, the volatile parts 
ef feveral odorous plants, as mint, 
are effectually forced over; and if 
the procefshas been carefully mana- 

ee ged, 
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ged, the diftilled liquor proves rich- 
ly impregnated with the native o- 
dour and flavour of the fubject, with- 
out having received any kind of dif- 
agreeable impreffion from the heat 
_ made ufe of, . 

This procefs has been chiefly 
practifed in private families ; the 
flownefs of the diftillation, and the 
attendance and care neceflary for 
preventing the fcorching of fome 
part of the plant, fo as to communi- 
cate an ungrateful burnt flavour to 
the liquor, rendering it inconfiftent 
with the difpatch requifite in the 
- Jarger way of bufinefs, 


ANOTHER method has therefore 


been had recourfe to, that by the. 


common ftill, called, in diftin@ion 
from the foregoing, the Aot /fi//. 
Here a quantity of water is added 
to the plant to prevent its purging ; 
and the liquor is kept nearly of a 
boiling heat, or made fully to boil; 
fo that the vapour rifes plentifully 
into the head, and pafling thence 
into a {piral pipe or worm placed 
in a veffel of cold water, is there 
condenfed, and runs out in drops 
quickly fucceeding each other, or 
in acontinued ftream. The addi- 
tional water does not at all weaken 
the produce; for the moft volatile 
parts of the fubject rife firft, and 
impregnate the liquor that firft dif- 
tils: as foon as the plant has given 
over its virtue fufficiently, which is 
known by examining from time to 


time the liquor, that runs from the | 


nofe of the worm, the diftillation is 
‘to be ftopped. 

This is the method of diftillation 
commonly practifed for the officinal 
waters. It is accompanied with 
one imperfection, affecting chiefly 
thofe waters whofe principal value 
confifts in the delicacy of their fla- 
vour; this being not a little injured 
by the boiling heat ufually employ- 
ed, and by the coagitation of the 
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odorous particles of the fubje@ with 
the water. Sometimes alfo a pare 
of the plant fticks to the fides of the 


Still, and is fo far fcorchedas to give 


an ungrateful taint to the liquor. 


THERE is another method of | 
making this operation, which has _ 
been recommened for the diftillation 
of the more volatile effential oils, 
and which is equally applicable to 
that of the waters. In this method, 
the advantages of the foregoing ones _ 
are united,and their inconveniences 
obviated.. A quantity of water be- 
ing poured into the ftill, and the 
herbs or flowers placed in a bafker 
over it, there can be no poffibility 
of burning ; the water may be made 
to boil, but fo as not to rife up into — 
the bafket, which would defeat the — 
intention of this contrivance. The 
hot vapour of the water pafling 
lightly through all the interftices of 
the fubje&t matter, imbibes and 
carries over the volatile parts un- 
altered in their native flavour, By 
this means the diftilled waters of all 
thofe fubftances whofe oils are of 
the more volatile kind, are obtained 
in the utmoft perfeCtion, and with 
fufficient difpatch; for which laft 
intention the ftill may be filled quite 
up tothe head. 


In the diftillation of effential oils, 
the water, as was obferved in the 
foregoing fection, imbibes always 
part of the oil. The diftilled liquors 
here treated of, are no other than 
water thusimpregnated with the ef- 
fential oil of the fubje@; whatever 
fmell, tafte, or virtue, is here com- 
municated to water, or obtained in 
the form of a watery liquor, being 
found in a concentrated ftate in the 
oil, The effential oil, or fome part 
of it, more attenuated and fubtilized 
than the reft, is the direct principle 
on which the title of /piritus refor, 

or 


aie ope a 
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or prefiding fpirit, has been be- 
ftowed. 

All thofe vegetables charesane 
which contain an.effential oil, will 
give over fome virtue to water by 





diftillation: but the degree of the 


impregnation of the water, or the 
quantity of water which a plant is 


|. capable of fatiating with. its virtue, 


are by no means in proportion to 
the quantity of its oil. The oil fa- 
tiates only the water that comes 
ever atthe fame time with it: if 
there be more oil thanis fufficient 
for this faturation, the furplus fepa- 
rates and coucretes in its proper 
form not mifcible with the water 
that arifes afterwards. Some odo- 
riferous flowers, whofe oil is in fo 
fmall quantity, that fcarcely any vi- 
fible mark of it appears, unlefs fifty 
or au hundred pounds or more are 
diftilled at once, give neverthelefs, 
as ftrong an impregnation to water 
as thofe plants which abound moit 
with oil. 


Many ee been of opinion, that 
diftilled waters may be more and 
more impregnated with the virtues 
of the fubject, and their ftrength 
increafed toany affigned degree, by 
cohobation, that is, by rediftilling 
them a number of times from freth 
parcels of the plant. Experience, 


_ however, fhows the contrary ; a wa- 
ter fkilfully drawn inthe firft diftil- 


lation, proves on every repeated one 


not ftronger but more difagreeable, | 


Aqueous liquors are not capable of 
imbibing abovea certain quantity of 
the votatile oil of vegetables; and 
this they may be made to take up 
by one, as well as by any number of 
diftillations: the oftenerthe procefs 
is repeated, the ungrateful imprefli- 
on which they generally receive 

from she fire, even at the firft time, 
becomes greaterand greater. Thofe 
plants which do not yield at firtt 
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waters fufficienly firong, are not 
proper fubjeéts for this procefs, fince 
their virtue may be obtained much 
more advantageoully by others. 


General Rules for the DisTILLa- 
TION of the OFFICINAL SIMPLE 
WATERS. 

| I. 

Where they are directed freth, fach 
only muft be mnployed but fome 
are allowed to be ufed dry, as be- 
being eafily procurable in this 
{tate all times of the year, though, 
rather more elegant waters might 
be obtained from them whillt 
green. 


WHueEn frefhand juicy herbs are, 
to be diftilled, thrice their weight 
of water will be fully fufficient; but 
dry ones require a much larger 
quantity. In general there fhould 
be fo much water, that after all in- 
tended to be diftilled hascome over, 
there may be liquor enongh left to 
prevent the matier from burning to 
the full. * 

IT. 

The diftillation may be performed 
in an alembic with a refrigerato- 
ry, the junctures being luted. 

Ill. 

Plants differ fo much, according 
to the foil and feafon-of which they 
are the produce, and likewife ac- 
cording to their ownage, that it 
is impoflible to fix the quantity of 
water to be drawn from a.certain 
weight of them to any invariable 
ftandard. The diftillation. may al- 
ways be continued as long as the 
liquor runs. well flavoured off the 
fubject, and no longer. 


Ifthe herbs are of prime goodnefs, 


they muft be taken in the weights | 


-preferibed : bat when freth ones 
are fubftituted’ todry, or when 
the plants themfelves are the 

areenee. 


Pa 
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and weaker than ordinary, the 


quantities are to be varied ac-. 


cording to the diferetion of the 
artift. 


« ArFrer the odorons water, alone 


antended ror ufe, has come over, an 


acidulous liquor arifes, which “has 

fometimes extracted fo mech from 

the'copper head of the {till as to 

prove emetic. .To this are owing 

the anthelminvic virtues attributed 
to certain diftilled waters. 

ee ae 

In-a preceding edition of the Edin- 

urgh paisa fome ve- 

getables were ordered to be flight- 

ly fermented ‘with the addition 

> of yeft, pre vioully to the difalla- 

tion. 


THE principle on which this ma- 
nagement is founded, is certainly 
jal; for the fermentation fome- 
‘what‘opens and unlocks their tex- 
ture, fo as tomake them part with 
more in the fabfequent diftillation 
than could be drawn over fromthem 
without fome afliftance of this kind. 
Thofe plants, however, which re- 
quire this treatment, are not proper 
fubjects for fimple waters to be 
drawn from, their virtues‘being ob- 
tainable tobetrer advantage by other 
procefles. 
4 
Tfany drops of oil {wim on the fur- 

face-of the water, they are to be 

‘carefully taken off. 
Vi. 


'Thar'the waters may keep the bet- 


ter, aboot one-twentieth part 
their weirht of proof-{pirit may 
be added te each ‘after ihey ate 
eitiiled, 


A great number of diflilled wea- 
‘gers were fornverly kept in the fhops, 
and are {till retained in foreign 
pharmacopocias. The Faculty of 


. ‘Bimpie Diftilled Waters. 


produce of unfavourable feafons, 


Paris dire@t, in the laft edition of 
their Codex Medicamentarius, no 
lefs than one hundred and twenty- 
five different waters, and ‘on 
dred andthirty different inpredier 
in one fingle water. Near one half 
of thefe preparations have fearcely 
any virtue or flavour from the fub- 
ject, and many of the others are in- 
fignificant. 

The Colleges of London and E- 
dinburgh have rejected thefe often- 
tatious fupérfinities, and given an 
elegant.and compendious fet of wa- 
ters, fufficient for anfwering fuch 

purpofes as thefe kinds of prepara- 
tions are applied to in pra@ice. Di- 
{tilled waters are employed chiefly 

as prateful diluents, as f{uirable ve- 
hicles for medicines of preater effi- 
cacy, or for rendering difpuftfal 
ones more acceptable to the palate 
and ftomach ; few are depended'on, 
with any intention of confequence, 
by sehiepepien > te 





AQUA DISTILLATA, 
Lond. 
Diftilled water. 
"Take ofc 
Spring-water, ten wallons. 
Draw off by diiiiadon, fir, four 
pints; which being thrown awav, 
dvaw off four gallons. This. wa- 
ter is to be kept in a piafs or 
earthen. bottle with a glafs ftop- 
per. 


AQUA DISTILLATA. 
Ldinb. 
Diftitled water. 
Let well or river water be diftiiled 
in very clean veflels till about twe 
thirds are drawn OH. eu t 


NATIVE water is feldom or never 


found pure, and generally contains 


earthy, faline, metallic, or other 
matters. DifiiMation is therefore 
employed as-a means of ‘freeing it 
of thefe heterogeneous parts. For 


fome 
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fome pharmaceutical purpofes diftil- 
led water is abfolutely neceflary : 
chus, if we employ hard undiftilled 
water for diffolving fagar of lead, 
inftead of a perfect folution, we 
produce a milky-like cloud, owing 
toa real decompofition of parts. ~ 

Diftilled water is now employed 
by the London college for a great 
variety of purpofes; and-there can 
be no doubt, that in many chemical 
and pharmaceutical proceffes, the 
employment of a heterogeneous 
fluid, in place of the pure element, 
may produce an effential alteration 
of qualities, or fruftrate the inten- 
tion in view. While the London 
college have made more ufe of dif- 
tilled water than any other, their 
directions for preparing it feem to 
be the beft. For as fome impreg- 
nation anay be more volatile than 
pure water, itis freed from thefe 
by throwing away what comes firft 
over; and by keeping it afterwards 
in a clofe veflel, abforption from 
the air is prevented. 









AQUA ANETHI. 
Lond. 
Dill-water. 

Take of 

Dill-feed, bruifed, one pound ; 

Water, fufficient to prevent an 

empyreuma. 

Draw off one gallon. 


AQUA SEMINUM ANETHI 
SIMPLEX. 
Edinb. 

Simple dill-feed water. 

_ Take of 

Dill-feeds, one pound ; 

- Pour on as much water as when ten 
pounds have been drawn off by 
diftillation, there may remain as 
much as is fufficient to preventan 
empyreuima. | : 

After proper maceration, let ten 
pounds be drawn off. 


Ayo; 
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ALtTuouen the dill-warer holds 
a place, not only in the London and 
Edinburgh pharmacopoeias, but alfo 
in moft of the foreign ones; yet it 
is not much employed in practice. 
It obtains, indeed, a pretty ftrong: 
impregnation from the feeds, and is 
fometimes employed as a carmi-« 
Native, particularly as the hafis of 
mixtures and juleps; but it is lefs: 
powerful and lefs agreeable thaw 
that of peppermint, cinmamon, and: 
fome others. 


AQUA CINNAMOMI. 
Lond. Edinb. 

Cinnamon-water. 

Take of : 
Cinnamon, bruifed, one pound ; 
Water, fuficient to prevent an: 

empyreuma. 

Macerate for twenty-four hours, and! 

draw of one gallon. 


From one pound of cinnamon: 
the Edinburgh college direct ten: 
pounds of water to be drawn off;; 
andif the cinnamon employed be of! 
good quality, it may yield thar 
quantity with a {trong impregna-. 
tion; but what comes over firft is; 
unqueftionably the flrongeft. 
This is a very grateful and ufeful| 
water, poffefling in an eminent de-. 
gree the fragrance and aromatic: 
cordial virtues of the {pice. Where: 
real cinnamon-wateris wanted, care ' 
fhould be had in the choice of the: 
cinnamon, to avoid the too common | 
im pofition of caffia being fubftituted | 
in its room. The two drugs may’ 


be eafily diftinguifhed from each: 


other by the marks laid down under: 
the refpective articlesin the Second | 
Part of this work: but the effential | 
oils of the two approach fo near,, 
that after diftillation it is perhaps: 
impoffible to diftinguifh the waters; 
and it is {till more doubtful how far: 
the: 


eas 
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the one is in any depree preferable 
to the other. 

The oil of cinnamon is very pon- 
derous, and arifes more difficultly 
than that of any of the other vege- 
table matters from which fimple wa- 
ters are ordered tobedrawn. This 
obfervation diredis us, inthe diftilla- 
tion of this water, to make ufe of a 
guick fire and a low veffel. For 
the fame reafon, the water does not 
keep fo well as might be wifhed ; 
the ponderous oil parting from it in 
time, and falling to the bottom, 
when the liquor lofes its milky hue, 
itsfragrant {mell, and aromatictafte, 
Some recommend a fmall propor- 
tion of fugar to be added, in order 
to keep the oil united with the wa- 
ter. 


AQUA CASSIA LIGNEA:. 
Edint. 
Cafia-water. . 
From 2a pound and a half of the 
caflia bark, ten pounds of wa- 
ter are directed to be drawn off 
in the fame aon as the dill 
water, 3 


Tues diftilled water, as we have 
already obferved, when properly pre- 
pared, approaches fo near to that of 
€innamon, that it is almoft, if not 
altogether, impoffible to diftinguith 
the difference between the two. And 
although the London college have 
given it no place in their pharmaco- 
poeia, yet we may venture to affert, 
that it is no ftranger to the fhops of 
the apothecaries. Nay, fo great is 
the difference of price, and fo little 
of fenfible qualities, that whatis fold 
under the name of cinnamon-water 
is almoft entirely prepared from caf- 
fia alone ; and not-even prepared 


from the caffia barks: as directed by 


the Edinburgh ¢ 


ge, butfromthe 
caflia buds, wh 


eh may be had ata 


ftill cheaper rate,” go w ich yield 


see 
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precifely the fame effential oil, al- 
though in lefs quantity. Whencat- 
fia water is prepared precifely ; ac- 
cording to the directions of the I 
dinburg college, from containing 
larger proportion of the fubjea, it 
has in genera] a ftronger impregna- 
tion than their genuine cinnamon 
water, and is probably in no degree 
inferior in its virtues. 





AQUA FANICULI. 


Lond. 
Fenunel-water. 
Take of | 
Sweet fennel- feeds, bruifed, one 
pound ; 
Water fofficient to prevent an 
empyreuma. 


Draw off one gallon. 


‘THe water of fennel-feeds is not 
A water bas alfo been 
diftilled from the leaves. When 
thefe are employed, they fhould be 
taken before the. plant has run into 
flower ; for after this time they are 
much weaker, and lefs agreeable. 
Some have obferved, that the upper 
leaves'and tops, before the flowers 
appear, yield a more elegant water, 


and a remarkably finer eflential oil 


than the lower ones; and that the 
oil obtained from the one fwims on 
water, whilft that of the other finks. 
No part of the herb, however, is e- 
qual in flavour to the feeds. 


AQUA MENTHE PIPERI- 
TIDAIS. fe 
_ Lond. 
Peppermint-water. 
Take of | 
Herb of peppermint, dried, one 
pound and an half; 
Water, fufficient to prevent an 
empyreuma. 
Draw off one gallon. 


wa ro 
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Bind. 
From three pounds of the leaves of 


ppermint, ren pounds of water 
ae to be drawn off. | 


Tris isavery elegant and ufeful 


water ; ithasa warm pungent tatte, 
exactly refembling that of the pep- 


permint itfelf. A {peonful or two 


taken at a time, warm the ftomach, 


and give great relief in cold, fata. 
lent colics. Some have fubttituted 
a plain infufion of the dried leaves 
of the plant, which is not greatly 
different in virtue from the diftilled 
water. 

In the diftillation se ile lis water, a 
confiderable quantity of effential oil 
in general comes over in its pure 
ftate. And it is not uncommon to 
employ this for impregnating other 
water, with which may bereadily 
mixed by the acid of a little fugar. 


AQUA MENTH SATIVA. 
Lond. 
+ Spearmint-water. 
Take of 
Spearmint, dried, one pound and 
an half ; ; 
Water fufficient. to adaod an 
empyreuma. , 
Draw off one gallon. 


ne 


ie Pe 


THE Edinburgh otllabe (lined 
this water to be sade jin: the 
fame proportion as the pteeeding. 
But probably ihreespoands of the 
frefhh herb will not give a fironger 
impregnation than'a pound and a 
half of the dried : So that the water 
of the London college may be con- 

fidered as being as ftrongly impteg- 
nated as that of the — gh col- 
lege. 

This water {meils and raihes Very 
ftrongly of the mine ; and proves in 
many cafes an ufeful: ftomachic. 


Boerhaave commendsit(cohobated ) : 


as a prefent and incomparable re- 
medy for frengthening a weak, fto- 


prepara: ae Cobpsepinns.. 
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mach, and curing vomiting pros: 


ceeding trom cold vifcous phlegm ¢; 
and alto in lienteries. | 


: AQUA PIMENTO. 

Lond. Edinb, } 
All-[pice water. ‘a 
Take of : 

All-{pice, biwifed; half a pounds 
Water fefficient to prevent an 
empyreuma, 

Macerate for twenty-four hours, , 
and draw off one gallon. 

From half a pound of the pimento, 
the Edinburgh college dire@ ten 
pounds of water to be drawn off 5 

- fo that the impregnation is there 
-fomewhat weaker than the a- 

bove. 


Tues diftilled water isa very ele- 
gant one, and has of late come pret- 
ty much into ufe: the hofpirals em- 
ploy it as a fuccedaneum tothe more 
coftly {pice waters. It is, however, 
inferior in gratefulnefs to the fpi- 
rituous water ‘of the fame fpice here- 


after directed. = 
& 


AQUA PULEGII. 
Lond.£d. 
sates: hie ese aaal 
Take of 
Dried herb pennyr oyaly: 
pound and an half ; 
Water, fufficient to prevent an 
— empyreuma. : 
Draw off one gallon. 


one 


THE pennyroyal water is direa ‘i 
ed to be prepared by'the Edinbargh 
college in the fame proportions as 
they haveordered with the mint and 
peppermint. Whether prepared 
from the recent or dried plant, It pof- 
feffes in a confiderable degree the 
fmell, tafte, and virtues, of the pens 
nyroyal. It is mot unfrequently 
employed in hyfterical cafes, and 
Soph panes with a - cea, 


§ 
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AQUA ROSA, 
_ Lond. Ediné. 
Rofe water. 
Take of 
_Frefh petals of the damafk rofe, 
_ the white heels being cut off, 
fix pounds ; 
. Water, {ufficient -to prevent an 
empyreuma, 
Draw off one gallon. 
From the fame quantity the Edin- 
burgh collefe dire& ten Buaage 
to be drawn off. 


Tuts water is REAM oR valued 
en account of its fine flavour, which 
approaches tothat generally admired 
in the rofeitfelf. The puryative 
virtue of the rofes remains entire in 
the liquor left inthe ftill, which has 
therefore been generally employed 
for making the folutive honey and 
fyrup, inftead of a decoction or in- 
fafion of frefh rofes prepared on 
purpofe: And this piece of frugality 
the college have now admitted. A 
diftilied water of red rofes has been 
fometimes called: for.in the fhops, 
and fupplied by that of damafk rofes, 
diluted with common water: this is 
a very venial fubftitution ; for the 
water drawn from the red rofe has 
no quality which that of the da- 
mafk does not poffefs in a far fupe- 
rior degree; neithef the purgative 
virtue of the one, nor the aftringen- 
ey of the other, arifing in paiitillas 
tion. 


AQUA CORTICIS MALO- 
- RUM LIMONIORUM. RE- 
CENTIUM. 
Edinb. 
Lemon-peel water. 
From two pounds of recent lemon- 
peel tem pounds of water are to 
be drawn off’ by diftillation. 


AQUA CORTICIS- *AURAN- 


TIORUM HISPALENTIUM 


RECENTIUM. 
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Edinb. 
Orange-peel water. 
From two pounds of orange- peel, 
ten pounds of water alfo are di- 
rected to be drawn off. 


NEITHER of thefe diftilled waters 
are now tobe met with in the Lon- 
don pharmacopoeia; and it is pro- 
bable that no great lofs arifes from | 
the want of them. For both the 
one and the other obtain only a 
very weakimpregnation. They are 
chiefly employed as diluters in fe- 
vers and other diforders where the 
ftomach and palate are very apt to 
be difgufted. And perhaps the only 
circum {tance for which they are va- 
luable ts the flightnefs of the im- 
pregnation. -For in fach affections, 
any flavour, however agreeable at 
other times, often becomes highly 
difguitful to gma 


The diftilled waters above taken 
notice of are the whole that have 
now a place in the pharmacopoeias 
of the London and Edinburgh. col- 
leges. And perhaps this felection is 
fufficiently large for.anfwering eve- 
ry ufefal purpofe befides: thefe, 
a confiderable nu aber of others are 
ftill retained even in the modern 
foreign pharmacopoeias; fome of 
which at leaft it may not be impre- 
per to mention. 






AQUA ALEXITERIA, 
Brun. 
Aleniterial water. 
Take of 
Elder flowers, seed sed dried, 
‘three pounds; 
Angelica leaves, frefh gathered, 
two pounds ;__ 
Spring water, forty pounds. 
Draw off, by ‘diftillation, thirty 
pounds, 
Tris waterisfu ntly elegant 
with regard to aaa finéllgtho? 
few expeét from it fuch virtues as 
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Nstitlefeems toimply. It is ufed 
occafionally for vehicles of alexi- 
pharmac medicines, or in juleps to 
be drank after them, as coinciding 


with the intention ; but in general, ° 


is not fuppofed to be itfelf of any 
confiderable efficacy. 


AQUA CAMPHOR A, 
Brun. 
Camphor-water. 

Take of 
Camphor, an ounce and an half. 
Let it be diffolved in half an ounce 
of the fpirit of rofemary, then 
pour upon it two pounds of foun- 
tain water, and draw off by di- 
ftillation a pound and an half. 


Tuts diftilled water, which has 
no place in our pharmacopoeias, is 
introduced into fome of the foreign 
ones. And fince camphor may be 
confidered as a concrete effential 
oil, it naturally occurs as a form 
under which that medicine may be 
introduced with advantage ina di- 
luted ftate. 


AQUA CASTOREI. 
Brun. 
Caflor water. 
‘Take of 
 Raffia caftor, one ounce; 
Water, as much as will prevent 
burning. 
Draw off two pints. 


Castor yields almoft all its fla- 
vour in diftillation to water; but 
treated in the fame manner with 
{pirit of wine, gives over nothing. 
The fpirit of caftor formerly kept 
in the {hops had none-of the fmell 
or virtues of the drug; whilft the 
water here directed proves, when 
freth drawn very {trong of it. 

It is remarkable, that the virtnes 
af this animal@mb{tance refide in a 
Wolatile oil) analogous to the effen- 
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tial oils of vegetables: fome are re=: 
ported to have obtained, in diftil+ 
ling large quantities of the drug, a: 
{mall portion of oil, which {mele 
extremely ftrong of the cafior, and. 
diffufed its ungrateful fcent to a: 
great diftance. : 

This water is made ufe of in hy-. 
fteric cafes, and fome nervous com-: 
plaints, though it has not been: 
found to anfwer what many people: 
expect fromit: it lofes greatly of} 
its flavour in keeping. 

And it is probably from this cir-: 
cumftance that it has no place ei-. 
ther in our pharmacopoeias or int 
the modern foreign ones. But ati 
the fame time, as holding to a: 
high degree the fenfible qualities: 
of the caftor, it may be confider-. 
ed as jufty deferving future atten-. 
tion. 


AQUA CEREFOLII. 
Gen. 
Chervil-water 

Take of . 

Frefh leaves of chervil, 
pound ; 

Fountain water, as much as is} 
fuficient for allowing eight: 
pounds to be drawn off by di-. 
ftillation, at the fame time a-- 
voiding empyreuma. 


one! 


ArttruoveH the chervil be but: 
little employed in Britain, yet a-. 
mong fome of the foreigners it is: 
held in high efteem. And the di-. 
{tilled water is perhaps one of the: 
moft elegant forms under which its; 
active parts can be introduced. But: 
there isreafon to believe, that thofe | 
diuretic powers for which it has): 
been chiefly celebrated, will be moft: 
certainly obtained from exhibiting | 
it in fubftance, or under the form of: 
the expreffed juice of the recent: 
plant..." | 

| A- 


Chap. Simple Diflilled Waters. 
Be CERASI, 


Suec. 
Black-cherry water. 
Take of 
_ Ripe black cherries bruifed with 
: the kernels, 20 pounds ; 

Fountain water, as much as is 
fufficient for avoiding empy- 

reuma. 
Draw off 20 pounds by diftillation. 


Tuis water, although now ba- 
nifhed from our pharmacopoeias, 
has long maintained a place in the 
foreign ones, and even in Britain it 
is not unfrequently to be met with 
in the fhops. It has often been em- 

ployed by phyficians as a vehicle, 
in preference to the other diftilled 
waters ; and among nurfes who have 
the careof young children, has been 
the firf! remedy againft the convul- 
five diforders to which infants are 
fo often fubjec, 

This water has neverthelefs of 
late been brought into difrepute, 
and by fome looked upon as poi- 
fonous. They obferve, that it re- 
ceives its flavour principally from 
the cherry ftones; and that thefe 
kernels, like many others, beara 
refemblance in tafte to the leaves of 
the lauro-cerafus, which have been 
difcovered to yield, by infufion or 
diftillation, the moft fudden poifon 
known; fome phyficians of Worcef- 
ter have already found by trial pur- 
-pofely made, that adiftilled water 

ery ftrongly impregnated with the 
PA avour of the cherry kernels (no 
more than two pints being diftilled 
from fourteen pounds of the cherry 
ftones) proved in like manner poi- 
fonous to brutes. The London col- 
lege repeated the fame experiment, 
and found the effe&s agreeable to 
thofe gentlemen’s report. 

It by no means follows from thefe 
trials, nor after fuch long expe- 
rience can it>be imagined, thar 
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black-cherry water,when no ftrong- 
er than the fhops have been accufs 
tomed to prepare it, is unfafe. Thefe 
kernels plainly refemble opium, and 
fome other things, which poifon only 
whentaken in too great aquantity ; 
the water from the very laurel leaves 
is harmlefs when duly diluted; and 
even fpirit of wine proves a poifon 
of its xind, not greatly ditferent, if 
drank to a certain degree of excefs. 
Nor canit be concluded, from the 
trials with the {trong black-cherry 
water on dogs, &c. that even this 
will have the fame effects in the 
human body; that kernels of many 
forts of fruits being in fubftance 
poifonous to brutes though innocent 
to man. 

It is poilible, however, that this 
water in any degree of ftrength may 
not be altogether fafe to the tender 
age of infants, where the principles | 
of life are but juft beginning as it 
were to move: it is poflible, that it 
may there have had pernicious ef- 
fects, without being fufpedted: the © 
fymptoms it would produce, if it 
fhould prove hurtfulf, being fuch as 
children are often thrown into from 
the difeafe which it is imagined to 
relieve. On thefe confiderations, 
both the London and Edinburgh 
colleges have chofen to lay it afide 3 
more efpecially as.it has been too — 
often counterfeited with a water di- 
{tilled from bitter almonds, which 
are known to communicate a poi- 
fonous quality. It is, however, 
one of thofe a¢tive articles which 
may perhaps be confidered as de- 
ferving farther attention. 


AQUA CHAMOMILLE 
FLORUM. 
i Dan. 
——- Camomile flower water. 
Take of 
Camomile flow 
fhade, cighvig 
Gg 2 


w dried in: the 
Wa- 
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“Water, feventy-two pounds; draw 

off by gentle diftillation forty- 
eight pounds. 


CamomiIte flowers were former- 
ly ordered to be’ fermented pre- 
vioufly to the diftillation, a treat- 
ment which they ftand little in 
need of: forthey giveover without 
any fermentation as much as that 
procefs is capable of enabling them 
todo. In either cafe the fmell and 
peculiar flavour of the flowers arife 
without any thing of the bitternefs; 
this remaining behind in the decoc- 
tion ; which, if duly depurated and 
infpiffated, yields an extra& fimilar 
to that prepared from the flowers in 
- the common manner. The diftilled 
water has been ufed in flarulent co- 


Jics, and the like, but is at prefent 


held in no great efteem 


“AQUA FRAGORUM. 
Suec. 
Strawberry -water. 

From twenty pounds of {trawber- 
ries, twenty pounds of diftilled 
water are drawn off, according to 
the fame directions given for 
the preparation of the .black- 
cherry. ; 


- ‘Warer thus impregnated with 
the effential oil of the {trawberries, 
_ will have what to fome people with 
be a very agreeable flavour; but 
any confiderable medical power is 

not to be expected fromit. 

AQUA HYSSOPI. 
Suec. 

Hy fJop-water. | 
From four pounds of the frefh 


leaves of hyflop, fix pangs of 
water are drawn off. , ed 


- Hyssop water has been held by 
fome in confid@fable efteem as an 
uterine and\a pectoral medicine. It 
was directed in a former edition of 
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the Edinburgh phar: 
making up the black 
ches, butis now exchanged for com-+ 
mon water. Few at prefent expect) 
any fingalar virtues from it, nor isi 
it often to be met with in our fhops, , 
being now expunged from our phar- : 
macopoeias.. It holds a place, how-- 
ever in moft of the foreign ones,, 
and among ourfelves there are ftill| 
fome practitioners who frequently ° 
employ it. Burt there can be no» 
doubt that thofe medical proper-: 
ties which the hyffop contains, may” 
be more readily and effectually ex- 
tracted by fimple infufion. 


AQUA LILIORUM ALBO- 
RUM. 


Brun. 
White-lily water. 


AQUA LILIORUM CON- 
VALLIUM. ; 
<9 SS rape. 

May-lily water. 

To any quantity of thefe flowers, 
four times their weight of water 
is to be added, and water drawn. 
off by diftillation in the propor- 
tion of two pounds to each pound 

of the flowers. : 


THESE waters muft obtain fome 
impregnation of that elegant eflen- 
tial oil, on whichthe odour of flow- 
ers in their growing ftate de- 
pends. But they do not poflefs 
any remarkable medical proper 
lies. 





MELISSA. 
Brun. 
Balm-water. 
The green leaves of the balm are te 
be macerated with double theif 
weight of water; and from each 
pound of the plant a pound and 
os half of water is to be drawn 
off. 


¥ AQUA 


This 


Tuts water obtains a confider- 
able impregnation from the balm, 
which yields its effential oil pretty 
freely on diftillation. Though now 
banifhed from our pharmacopocias 
it has ftill a place in moft of the fo- 
reign ones. In the old editions of 
the Edinbergh pharmacopoeia, this 
water was ordered to be cohobated, 
or re-diftilled from freth quantities 
of the herb. This management 


feems! to have been..taken from . 


Boerhaave,, who has a,.veryjhigh 
opinion of the water thus prepared: 
he fays, he has experienced in him- 
felf extraordinary effedts.frour it, 
taken on an empty ftomach ; chat 
it@as fcarce its equal in hypochen- 
driacal and hyfterical cafes, the 
chlorofis, and palpitation of the 
heart, as often as thefe difeafes pro- 
ceed from a diforder of the fpirits, 
rather than from any colleCion-of 
morbific matter. 

But whatever virtues are lodged 
jn balm, may be much more per- 
fely and advantageoufly extracted 
by cold infufion in aqueous or {pi- 

-rituous menftrua: in this lait pro- 


cefs, the liquor fuffers no injury: 


from being returned on frefh par- 
celsof the herbs; a few repetitions 
will load it. with the,virtues of the. 
fabje@, and render it-very‘‘rich. 
The impregnation here is almolt 
unlimited ; but in diftilled waters it 
as far otherwife. 
“And as far as any a a ps ean 
we obtained from it, this may be 
ad perhaps to its fulleft extent) a 
a fimple diftillation in hie manner 
whe winedees (gsi 4' 





“AQUA RUTA,. 
‘ m Kos. 

110) Rue-water. 
From tack pound of rue,: siete a 


fofficient) quantity of {pring wa- - 


' ter to prevent empyreuma,) two 
pounds of diftilled water are: to 
be drawn. | 


Srmple Difilled Waters. 


le& how readilyfavinyields a la 
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RveE gives over in this procefs 
the whole of its. fmell, and great 
part of its pungency. The diftilled 
water ftands recommended in epi- 
leptic cafes, the hyfteric paffion, for 


"promoting .perfpiration, and other 


natural fecretions, But though ftill 
a good deal.employed abroad, it is 
with us falling into eirepute. aie 


AQUA SABINA. 
ee tet (Sapin- water. 
-Thisis diftilled from the frefh eaves 
of favin, after the fame man- 
ner as os other are men- 
tioned. 


Turs water is. iy fome. held in 
confiderable efteem for the fame 
purpofes as the diftilled oil of favin. 
Boerhaave relates, that he has found 
it (when prepared by cohobation) 
to give an almoft-incredible -motion 
to the whole nervous fyftem; and © 
that when properly ufed, it proves 
eminently ferviceable for promo- 
ting, the menfes and the hemorrhoi- 
dal flux. \ 

Ir has now, however, fallen fo 
much> into: difrepnte as to have no 
place either in our pharmacopoeias 
or in the beft modern foreign ones: 
Batat the fame time, when we re- 








proportion of active effential oj 
diftillation,’ it may perhaps be con- 
fidered as better intitled to attenti- 
on than fomeother diftilled waters: | 
wie are Gall: piss aii | 


| AQUA SAMBUCI. 
© Brune: 

ov | o Elder flower. waters 
i psi is diftilled from beh cider 
- flowers, after. the fame manner as 

ES white: — ‘water. 

“Ta 1s water ficeghiw’ cotlidcnablp 
of the flowers ; byes: pat made 

ufe “s yan Use . 
iG. & 3 | ofp 


Aye 
AQUA SALVIA. 
Brun. 
Sage-water, 
This is directed to be prepared from 


the green leaves of thefage inthe 


fame manner as the balm water. 


Sace leaves contain a confider- 
able proportion of effential ail, 
which they yield pretty freely on 
diftillation. But their whole medi- 
cal properties may with {till greater 
eafe and advantage be extracted by 
fimple infufion. 


To the fimple’ diftilled waters the 
London college have annexed the 
following remarks. 


Preparations and Compofitions. 


Part. If, 

We have ordered the waters to: 
be diftilled from the dried herbs,, 
becaufe frefh are not ready at all! 
times of the year. Whenever the: 
frefh are ufed, the weights are to: 
be increafed. But, whether the: 
frefh or dried herbs be employed,, 
the operator may vary the weight! 
according to the feafon in which 
they have been produced and col-: 
lected. 

Herbs and feeds, kept beyond 
the {pace of a year, are improper 
for the diftillation of waters. 

To every gallon of thefe waters: 


‘add five ounces, by meafure, of 


proof-{pirit. 
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SPIRITUS DISTILLATI. 


DISTILLED Se eits 


HE flavour and virtues of di- 

ftilled waters are owing, as 
obferved in the preceding chapter, 
to their being impregnated with a 
portion. of the effential oil of the 
fubje@ from which they are drawn. 
Spirit of wine, confidered as a ve- 
hicle for thefe oils, has this advan- 
tage above water, that it is their 
proper men{truum, and keeps all 
the oil that rifes with it perfectly 
diffolved into an uniform limpid li- 
quor. yg 


Neverthelefs, many fubftances, 


which on being diftilled with wa- 
ter, impart to it their virtues in 


great perfection; if treated inthe 
fame manner with fpirit of wine, 
fearce give over toit any fmell or 
tafte. This difference proceeds from 
hence, that fpirit is mot fufceptible 
of fo great a degree of heat as wa- 
ter. Liquids in general, when 
made to boil, have received as great 
a heat as they are capable of fu- 
{taining : now, if the extent of heat 
between freezing and boiling wa- 
ter, as meafured by thermometers, 
be taken for ‘a ftandard, fpirit of 
wine will be found to boil with lefs 
than four-fifths of that heat, or a- 
bove one-fifth lefs than the heat of 

boiling 


ee 


boiling water. It is obvious there- 
fore, that fubftances may be vola- 
tile enough to rife with the heat of 
boiling water, but not with that of 
boiling {pirit. 

Thus, if cinnamon, for inftance, 
be committed to diftillation with a 
mixture of fpirit of wine and wa- 
ter, or with a pure proof-{pirit, 
which is no other thana mixture of 
about equal parts of the two ; the 
fpirit will arife firit, clear, colour- 
lefs, and tranfparent, and almoft 
without any taite of the fpice; but 
as foon as the more ponderous wa- 
tery fluid begins to arife, the oil 
comes freely over with it, fo as to 
render the liquor highly edorous, 
faped, and of a milky hue. 

The proof-fpirits ufually met with 
in the {hops are accompanied with 
a degree of ill flavour; which, tho’ 
concealed by means of certain ad- 
ditions, plainly difcoversitfelf in di- 
ftillation. This naufeous relifh does 
not begin to arife till after the pu- 
rer {pirituous part has come over ; 
which is the very time that the vir- 
tues of the ingredients begin alfo 
moft plentifully todiftil; and hence 
the liquor receives an ungrateful 
taint. To this caufe principally is 
owing the general complaint, that 
the cordials of the apothecary are 
lefs agreeable than thofe of the 
fame kind prepared by ‘the di- 
ftiller; the latter being extremely 
curious in reétifying or purifying 
the fpirits (when defigned for what 
he calls fine goods) from all ill fla- 
vour. t 


ALCOHOL. 
Lond. 
Ardent fpirit, 


_ “Take of 


Rectified fpirit of wine, one gal- 
lon ; 
Kali, made hot, one pound and 
an half: 
Pure kali, one ounce. 
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Mix the fpirit of wine with the 
pure kali, and afterwards add 
one pound of the hot kali; fhake 
them, and digeft for twenty- 
four hours. Pour off the fpirit, 
to which add the reft of the ka- 
li, and diftil in a water-bath. 
It is to be kept in a veffel well 
ftopped. 


THE fpecific gravity of the alco- 
hol is tothat of dittilied water as 
815 to 1000. 

We have already offered fome 
obfervations on fpirit of wine both 
in the {tate of what is called reéti- 
fied and proof fpirit. Butin the 
prefentformula we have ardent {pi- 
rit {till more freed from an admix- 
ture of water than even the former 
of thefe. And in this ftate it is 
unqueftionably beft fitted for an- 
{wering fome purpofes. It may 
therefore juftly be confidered as an 
omiffion in the prefent edition of 
the Edinburgh Pharmacopoeia, that 
they have no analogous form. In 
former editions of this work, alco- 
hol was directed to be prepared 
from French brandy. But this is ra- 
ther too dear an article inthis coun- 
try for diftillation ; nor is the fpi- 
rit obtained from it any ways pre- 
ferable to one procurable from 
cheaper liquors. The coarfer in- 


flammable fpirits may be rendered 


perfeétly pure, and fit for the niceft 
purpofes, bythe following method, 
If the fpirit be exceedingly foul, 
mix it with about an equal quan- 
tity of water, and diftil with a 
fiow fire ; difcontinuing the opera- 
tion as foon as the liquor begins to 
run milky, and difcovers, by its 
naufeous tafte, that the impure and 
phlegmatic partis arifing. “By this 
treatment, the fpirit leaves a confi- 
derable portion of its foul oily mat- 
ter behind it in the water, which 
now appears milky and turbid, and 
proves highly difagreeable in tafte. 
Gga4 It 
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If the fpirit be not very foul at firft, 


this ablution is not neceflary ; if 
extremely fo, it will be needful 


to repeat it once, twice, or of- 


tener. : 

As vinous fpirits arife with a lefs 
degree of fire than watery liquors, 
we are hence directed to employ, 
inthe diftillation of them, a heat 
Jefs than that in which water boils: 
and if due regard be had to thiscir- 
cumftance, very weak fpirits may, 
by one or two wary diftillations, be 
tolerably well freed fromtheir aque- 
ous phlegm; efpecially if the diftil- 
ling veflelsare of fuch a height, that 
the fpirit, by the heat of a water- 
bath, may but juft pafs over them: 
in this cafe, the phlegmatic vapours 
which arife for a little way along 
svith the {pirit, will condenfe’ and 
fall back again before they can 
come tothe head. Very pompous 
inftruments have been contrived for 
this purpofe, and carried in a fpiral 


or ferpentine form to an extraordi- | 


nary height. The fpirit, afcending 
through thefe, was to leave all the 
watery parts it contained, in its paf- 
fage, and come over perfectly, pure 
and free from phlegm. - But, thefe 
inftruments are built upon errone- 
ous: principles, their extravagant 
height defeating the end i was 
defigned to anfwer: if the liquor 
be made to boil, a confiderable 
quantity of mere phlegm will come 
over-along with the fpirit ; and if 


the heat be not raifed to this pitch, . 


neither phlegm no {pirit will, diftil. 
The moft convenient inftrument is 
the common ftill ; between the bo- 
dy of which and its head an adop- 
ter or copper tube maybe fixed. 
The. {piric being wafhed, as a- 
bove cirected, from its foul oil, and 
freed from the greateft part of the 
phlegm by gentle diftillation in a 
water-bath ; add to every gallon of 
jt a pound or two of pure, dry, fixt 
alkaline falt, Upon digefting thefe 
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together for a little time, the alka:| 
li, from its known property of at- 
tracting water and oils, will im- 
bibe the remaining phlegm, and 
fuch part of the difapreeable une» 
tuous matter as may {till be left im 
the fpirit,.and fink with them to 
the bottom of the veffel. If the 


{pirit be now again gently drawn 


over, it will arife entirely free from 
its phlegm and. naufeous flavours ; 
but fome particles of the alkaline 
falt are apt to be carried up with 
it, and give what the workmen eal] 
an urinous relif: this may be pre- 
vented, by adding, previous to the 
laft diftjllation, a {mall proportion 
of calcined vitriol, alum, or fal ca- 
tharticus amarus ; the acid of thefe 
falts will unite with, and nevtra- 
lize the alkali, and effectually pre- 
vent it from arifing ; while no 
more of the acid of the falts is ex- 
tricated than what the alkali ab- 
forbs. eer j 

The fpirit obtained by this means 
is extremely pure, limpid, perfeétly 


flaveurlefs, and fit for the fineft 


purpofes. It may be reduced to 
the ftrength commonly underftood 
by proof, by mixing twenty oun- 
ces of it with feventeen ounces 
of water. The diftilled cordials 
made with thefe {pirits prove much 


more elegant and agreeable, than 


when the! common reéified or 
proof-fpirits of the fhops are. made 
ufe of, > saris 

If the rectified fpirit be diflilled 
afrefh from dry alkaline falt, witha 
quick fire, it brings over a confi- 
derable quantity of the falt; and 
in this ftate cis fuppofed to be a 


- more powerful menftruum for cer- 


tain fubftances than the pure fpi- 
rit. This alkalized fpirit is called 
TARTARIZED SPIRIT OF WINE, 
The procefs here defcribed, which 
was long fince recommended by Dr 
Lewis, will fufficiently explain the 
intention of the London college, in 
the 


Chap. 18. . 
the directions they have now given 
_for the preparation of alcohol. And 
there can be no doubt, that by their 
procefs a very pure alcohol may be 
obtained. Of this-we havea {uffi- 
eient teft in the fpecific gravity of 
the fluid which comes over, which 
is to that of diftilled warer only as 
815 to 1000, while the fpecific gra- 
evity of proper rectified fpirit, is as 
835 to 1000. 


-SPIRITUS A: THERIS VITRI. 
| OLICI, 
Lond. 
_ Spirit of vitriolic ather. 
Take of 
‘Redified fpirit of wine, 
. Vitriolic acid, each one pound. 
Pour in by a little at atime the 
acid'to the fpirit, and mix them 
by thaking; then frem a retort 
{| into a tubulated -receiver, to 
-. which another recipient is fit. 
ted, diftil the fpirit of vitriolic 
zther till fulphureous vapours 
begin to rife. 


_ACIDUM VITRIOLICUM VI- 


--NOSUM,. vulgo.. SPIRITUS 
VITRIOLI. DULCIS. 
Edinb, 


Vinous vitriolic. acid, commonly 
called Dulcified /pirit of vitriol. 
Take of 7 ee 
Vitriolic zthereal liquor, one 
part; ey 
Rectified fpirit of wine, two 
4 parts. ; 
~ Mix them. 


Tue laft of thefe proceffes is a 
very ready and convenient method 
of preparing the, dulcified fpirit of 
vitriol, which only differs. from e- 
ther by the acid being more prede- 
minant, and lefs intimately com- 
bined, | 

In the firft procefs, a good deal 
ef caution is requifite in, mixing the 
two liquors. Some dire& the {pirit 
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of wine to be put firft into the retort, 
and the oil of vitriol to be poured 
upon it all at once; a method of 
procedure by no means advifeable, 
as a violent heat and ebullition  al- 
ways enfue, which may not only 
diffipate a part of the mixture, but 
hazard alfo the breaking of the vef- 
fel, to the great danger of the ope- 
rator. Others put the oil of vitriol 
into the retort firft; then by means 
of a funnel, with a long pipe that 
may reach down juft to the furface 
of the acid, pour in the fpirit of wine: 
if this be done with fufficient can- 
tion, the vinous {pirit fpreads it- 
felf on the furface of the oil of vi- 
triol, and the two liquors appear 
difting. On ftanding fora week 
or two, the vinous {pirit gradual- 
ly imbibed, without any commo- 
tion, and the veflel may then be 
fafely fhaken to complete the mix- 
ture: but if the fpirit be poured in 
too haftily at firft, orif the veflel 


-be moved before the two liquors 


have in fome degree incorporated, 
the fame effect enfues asin the fore- 
going cafe. The only fecure way 
is to add the oil of vitriol.to: the 
fpirit of wine by a little quantity 
at atime, waiting till the firft ad- 
dition, be incorporated before ano- 
ther quantity is put in: by this 
management, the heat that enfues 
is inconfiderable, and the mixture 


-is effected without any inconve- 


nience,. | ures) 

The diftillation fhould be. per- 
formed with an equable and very 
gentle heat, and not continued fo 
long as tilla black froth begins to 


appear: for before this time, a li- 


quor will arife of avery different 
nature from the fpirit here intend- 
ed. The feveral products are moft 
commodioufly kept apart by ufing a 
tubulated receiver, fo placed, that 
its pipe may convey the matter 
which fhall come over into.a vial fet 


underneath. The juncture of the 
re» 


# 
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retort and recipient is to be luted 
with a pafte made of linfeed meal, 
and further fecured by a piece of 
wet bladder; the lower juncture 
may be clofed only with fome foft 
wax, that the wax may be occa- 
fionally removed with eafe. 

The true dulcified fpirit arifes in 
thin fubtle vapours, which condenfe 
upon the fides of “the recipient in 
ftraight ftrie. It is colourlefs as 
‘water, very volatile, inflammable, 
of an extremely fragrant finell, in 
tafte fomewhat aromatic. 

* After the fire has been kept up 
for fome time, white fumes arife ; 
which either form irregular ftrie, 
or ate collected into large round 


drops like oil: On the firft appear- 


ance of thefe, the vial, or the re- 


ceiver, if a common one is made 


ufe of, muft be taken away. If ano- 
ther be fubftituced, and the diftilla- 
tion continued, an acid liquor comes 
over, of an exceeding pungent {mell, 
Jike the fames of burning brimftone. 


.At length a black froth begins haf- 


tily to arife, and prevents carrying 
the procefs further. 
On the furface of the fulphareous 


fpirit is found fwimming a {mall 


quantity of oil, of a light yellow 


-eolour, a ftrong, penetrating, and 


very agreeable fmell. This oil 
feems to be nearly of the fame na- 
ture with the effential oils of vege- 
tables. It readily and totally dif- 
folves in rectified {pirit of wine, and 
éommunicates to a large quantity of 
that menftruum the tafte and fmell 
of the aromatic or dalcified fpirit. 

The matter remaining after the 
diftillation is of a dark blackith co- 
Jour, and {till highly acid. Treated 
with frefh {pirit of wine, inthefame 
manner as before, iryicldsthe fame 
productions; till at length all the 
acid that remains unvolatilized be- 
ing fatiated with the inflammable 
oily matter of the fpirit, the com- 
pound proves a bituminous fulphu- 


— 
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reous mafs; which, expofed to the: 
fire in open veflels, readily burns,, 
leaving a confiderable quantity of! 
fixed afhes; in clofe ones, it ex-: 
plodes with violence; and with: 
fixt alkaline falts, forms a compound! 
nearly fimilar to one compofed of 
alkalies and fulphurr. 

The new names adopted by the: 
London and Edinburgh colleges fort 
denominating this fluid, the one: 
employing the term of Spiritus @-. 
theris vitriolici, the other of Acie. 
dum vitriolicum vinofun, feem to us: 
to be equaliy exceptionable; and: 
perhaps the old term of Spzrétus vi-. 
trioli dulcis is not \efs properly fit-: 
ted to diftinguifh it from other 
fluids, and to convey a proper idea! 
of its nature than either. 

Dulcified {pirit of vitriol has been: 
forfometime greatly efteemed, both: 
as a inenftruum and a medicine. It; 
diffolves fome refinous and bitimi-: 
nous fubftances more readily than: 
fpirit ef wine alone, and extracts: 
elegant tinctures from fundry vege-. 
tables. As a medicine, it pro- 
motes perfpiration and the urinary) 
fecretion, expels flatulencies, and 
in many cafes abates {pafmodic: 
ftriciures, eafes pains, and procures: 
fleep. The dofe is from ten to: 
eighty or ninety drops in any con-: 
venient vehicle, It is not effentially: 
different from the celebrated ano- 
dyne liquor of Hoffman; to which: 
it is, by the author himfelf, nor: 
unfrequently directed asa fucceda-. 
neum. 

Of this fluid, however, or at leaft 
of an article probably {till more: 
nearly refembling it, we fhall af-. 
terwards have occafion to fpeak,, 
when we treat of the Spiritus ethe-. 


“gis vitriolic: vinofus. 


AETHER VITRIOLICUS. 
Lond, 
Vitriolic ether. 
Take. 


Take of © 
The fpirit of vitriolic ether, two 
pounds, 
Water of pure kali, one ounce. 
Shake them together, and diftil, 
with agentle hear, fourteen oun- 
ees by meafure. 


LIQUOR #THEREUS 
; VITRIOLICUS. 
Edinb. 
Vitriolic ethereal liquor 

Take of 
Rectified {pirit of wine, 
Vitriolie acid, of each thirty-two 

ounces. 

Pour ‘the fpirit into a glafs retort 
fit for fuftaining a fudden hear, 
and addtoit the acid in an uni- 
form ftream. Mix them by de- 
grees, frequently fhaking them 
moderately: this done, inftantly 
diftil from fand previoufly heated 
for that purpofe, into a receiver 
kept cool with water or fnow. 
But the heat is to be fo mana- 
ged, that the liquor fhall boil at 
firft and continue to boil till fix- 
teen ounces are drawn off; then 
let the retort be raifed out from 
the fand. 

To the diftilled liquor add two 
dramsof the caufticum commune 
acerrimum ; then diftil again ina 
highly raifed retort with a very 
gentle heat, into a cool receiver, 
until ten ounces have been drawn 
off 

if fixteen ounces of rectified fpirit 
of wine be poured upon the acid 
remaining in the retort after the 
firftt diftillation, an ethereal li- 
quor may be obtained by repeat- 
ing the diftillation. This may 
be done pretty often. 


Tae preparation of this fingular 
fluid, now received into public 
pharmacopoeias, was formerly con. 
fined to a few hands ; for though fe. 
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veral procefles have been publithed 
for obtaining it, the fuccefs of moft 
of them is precarious, and fome of 
them are accempanied alfo with 
danger to the operator, The prin- 
cipal difficulty confifts in the firft 
part of the diftillation. 

Ie has been ufual to dire the 
heat to be kept up till a black froth 
begins to appear; but if it is ma- 
naged in the manner here dire@ed, 
the quantity of ether which the li- 
quor can afford will be formed and 
drawn off before the fulphureous 
froth appears. The ufe of the ~ 
cauftic alkali, is to engage any un- 
combined vitriolic acid which may 
be prefent in the firft diftilled li- 
quor, If a mild alkali were em- 
ployed for this purpofe, the fepa- 
ration of its air by the acid might 
endanger the burfting of the vef- 
fels. - This la{tis indeed an incon- 
venience which attends the whole 
of this procefs. Ir might in a great 
meafure be obviated by employing 
a range of receivers, fuch as the 
adopter defcribed in the firft part of 
this work, : 


Tue ether, or ztherial fpirit, is 
the lighteft, moft volatile and in- 
flammable, of all known liquids. It 
is lighter than the moft highly reéti- 
fied fpirit of wine, in the proporti- 
on of about 7 to 8 : a drop let fall on 
the hand, evaporates almoft in an 
inftant, {carcely rendering the part 
moift. It does not mix, or only in 
afmall quantity, with water, fpirir 
of wine; alkaline lixivia, volatile 
alkaline fpirits, or acids ; but is a 
powerful diffolvent for oils, balfains, 
refins, and other analogous fubfian- 
ces: it isthe only known fubftance 
capable of diffolving the elaffid gum. 
It has a fragrant odour, which, in 
confequence of the volatiliry of the 
fluid, is diffufed through a large © 
fpace. It has often been found to 

, give 





ee 


Aye 

give eafe in violent headachs, by 
being applied externally to the part; 
and to relieve the toothach, by 
being laid on the afflited jaw. It 
has been given alfo internally, with 
benefit, in whooping coughs, 
fterical cafes, in afthma, and indeed 
in almoft every {pafmodic affection, 
from a few. drops to the quantity 


of half an ounce, in @ glafs of wine » 
_or water ; which fhould be fwallow- 
ed as quickly as poflible, 


‘as the 
aether fo fpeedily exhales. 


 SPIRITUS ZETHERIS NI- 


- TROSI. 
Lond. 
Spirit of nitrous ethers 
Take ote ihe 
Redified . fpirit of wine, two 
pints, » 
Nitrous acid, hal if a pound. 
Mix them by pouring in the acid 
to the fpirit,, and dit with a 
gentle heat one pound ten oun- 
cosy 


ACIDUM NITRI VINOSUM, 
valgo SPIRITUS NITRI, 
DULCIS. 

. Edin. . 
Vi inous acid of nitre commonly call. 


ed Dutcified [pir nitre 
Take of , 
. Rectified f{pirit of wine, three 
pounds ; 


Nitrous acid, one pound. 

Pour the. fpirit into a capacious 
phial, «placed in aveflel full of 
ofcold water, and add the acid by 

degrees, conftantly agitating 
them. Let the phial be flightly 
covered, and laid by for feven 
days in acool place ; then diftil 
the liquor with the heat of boil- 
ing. water into a receiver kept 
cool. with water or fnow, till no 
more fpirit comes over. oF 





By allowing the acid and reti- 
Ged fpirit to ftand for fome time, 


\ 
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the union of the two is ube ronityt 
more complete, but the danger alfo! 
of the veflels giving way to the ebul-- 
lition and heat confequent on their: 
being mixed, is in a great meafure: 
prevented. By fixing the degree of ! 
heat to the boiling point, the fu- 
perabundant acid matter is left in, 
the retort, being too ponderous to: 
be raifed by that degree of heat: 
Here the operator muft take care : 
not te invert the order of mixing | 
the two liquors, by pouring the vi- 
nous {pirit into the acid; for if he 
fhould, a violent effervefcence and 
heat would enfue, and the matter 
be difperfed in highly noxious.red 
fumes. The moft convenient and 
fafe methodof performing the mix- 
ture feems to be, to put the inflam- 
mable fpirit into a large glafs body 








- with a narrow mouth, placed under 


achimney, and to pour upon it the 
acid, by means of a glafs funnel, in 
very {mall quantities at a time ; fha- 
king the veffel as foon as the effer- 


. vefcence enfuing upon each addition 


ceafes,before a frefh quantity is put 
in: by this means the glafs will 
heat equally,and be prevented from 
breaking. During the action of the 
two {pirits upon each other, the 
veffel fhould be lightly covered: if 
clofe ftopt, it will burft ; and if left 
entirely open, fome of the more va- ~ 
lnable parts will exhale. Lemery 
direds the mixture to be made in 
an openveffel: by which unfcienti- 
fical procedure, he ufually loft, as 
he himfelf obferves, halfhis liquor; 
and we may prefume, that the re- 
mainder was not the medicine here 
intended, > ~ 
- Several methods have been con- 
trived for obviating the inconveni- 
ences arifing from the elaftic fluid 
and violent explofions produced on 
the mixture of thenitrous acid and 
rectified {pirit of wine: for prepa- 
ring the nitrous ether they are ab- 
folutely neceflary, and might per- 
os haps 
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haps be conveniently ufed for ma- 
king the dulcified {pirit. The me- 
thod we judge to be the beft, is 
thar employed by Dr Black. On 
two ounces of the ftrong acid put 
gnto a phial, the Doctor pours, 
flowly and gradually, about an equal 
quantity of water ; which, by being 
made to trickle down the fides of 
the phial, floats on the furface of 
the acid without mixing with it; 


he then adds, in the fame cautious" 


manner, three ounces of highly rec- 
- tified fpirit of wine, which in its 
turn floats on the furface of the wa- 
ter. By this means the three fluias 
are kept feparate on account of their 
different {pecific gravities, and a 
ftratum of water is interpofed be- 
tween the acid and fpirir. The 
phial is now fet ina coo] place: the 
acid pradually afcends, and the {pi- 
ritdefcends through the water, this 
laft acting as a boundary to reftrain 
their violent action on each other. 
By this method a quantity of ni- 
trous zther is formed, without the 
_ danger of producing elaftic vapours 
- or explofion. | 
_. For the preparation of the dul- 
cified {pirit, the liquors, when mix- 
ed together, fhould be fuffered torett 
- for fome time, as above directed, 
that the fames may entirely fubfide, 
‘and the union be in fome meafure 
completed. The diftillation fhould 
be performed with a very flow and 
well regulated fire ; otherwife the 
vapour will expand with fo much 
force as to burft the veflels. Wilfon 
feems to have experienced the jnit- 
nefs of this obfervation, and hence 
directs the junture of the retort 
and receiver not to be luted, or but 
flightly : if a tubulated recipient, 
with its upright long pipe, be made 
ufe of, and the diftillation perform- 
ed with the heat of a water-bath, 
_ the veffels may be luted without any 
danger : this method has likewife 
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another advantage, as it afcertains 
the time when the operation is fi- 
nifhed: examining the diftilled {pi- 
rit every now and then with alka- 
line falts, as direéted above, is fuf- 
ficiently troublefome ; whilft in a 
water-bath we may fafely draw over 
all that will arife ; for this heat will 
elevate no more of the acid than 
whatis dulcified by the vinous {pirit. 

Dulcified fpirit of nitré has been 
long held, and not undefervedly, in 
great efteem. It quenches. thirft, 
promotes the natural fecretions, ex- 
pels flatulencies, and moderately 
ftrengthens the ftomach : it may be 
given from twenty drops to.a dram, 
in any convenient vehicle. Mixed 
with a fmall quantity of fpirit of 
hartihorn, the fpiritus volatilis aro- 
maticus, or any other alkaline. fpi- 
rit, it proves a'mild, yet efficacious, 
diaphoretic, and often remarkably 
diaretic ; efpecially in fome febrile 
eafes, where fuch a falutary evacu- 
ation is wanted. A {inall propor- 
tion of this fpirit added to malt {pi- 
rits, gives them a flavour approach- 
ing to that of French brandy. 


SPIRITUS AMMONIA, © 


ea? ond. ep 
Spiri AvvjiNONias 
Take of 


Proof-{pirit, three pints ; 
Sal ammoniac, four ounces ; 
Pot-ath, fix ounces. . ae 
Mix, and diftil with a flow fre one 
unt and anhalf. var, 


SPIRITUS SALIS AMMONI- 
_ ACI VINOSUS. - 
Edinb: ae | 
Vinous [pirit of fal ammoniac. 
Pake of 0% 82 pian 
Quicklime, fixteen ounces ; 
Sal ammoniac, eight ounces ; 
Rectified fpirit of wine, thirty- 
two ounces. 
Haying flightly bruifed and mixed 
| the 
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the quicklime and ammoniacal 
falt, put them into a glafs retort ; 
then add the fpirit, amd diftil in 
the manner directed for the vola- 
tile cauftic alkali, till all the {pi- 
rit has paffed over. 


Tris fpirit has lately come much 
into efteem, borh as a medicine and 
amenftroum. It is a folution of 
volatile falt in reétified fpirit of 
wine; for though proof-fpirit be 
made ufe of, its phlegmatic part 
does not arife in the diftillation, and 
ferves only to facilitate the action 
of the pure fpirit upon the ammo- 
niacal falt. Rectified fpirit of wine 
does not diffolve volatile alkaline 
falts by fimple mixtare: on the con- 
trary, it precipitates rhem, as has 
been already obferved, when they 
are previoufly difflolved in water: 
but by the prefent procefs, a confi- 
derable proportion of the volatile al- 
kali is combined with the fpirit. It 
might perhaps, for fome purpofes, 
be more advifable to ufe with this 
intention the volatile fpirits made 
with quicklime ; for this may be 
mixed at once with reétified fpirit 
of wine, in any proportions, with- 
out the leaft danger of any fepara- 
tion of the volatile alkali. 

The name here employed by the 
London college, particularly when 
putin contradiftinction to the aqua 
ammonia, conveys a clear idea of 
the article, and is, we think, pre- 
ferable to that employed by the 
Edinburgh college. ue 

As a menftruum, the foisions. am- 
moniz is employed to diffolve ef- 
fential oils, thus forming the {piri 
tus volatilis aromaticus, or /péritus 
ammonite compofitus, as it is now 
galled by the London college, which 
again is employed in forming the 
tinctures of guaiac, valerian, &c. 

The chief medical virtues which 
the {piritus ammoniz poffeffes, when 
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exhibited by itfelf, are thofe of the: 
volatile alkali. 


SPIRITUS AMMONIA FGE- 
TIDUS. 
Loud. 
F ree Spirit of ammonia. 
Take of 
-Proof-fpirit of wine, {x pints ; - 
Sal ammontac, one pound ; 
Afafoetida, four ounces. 
Pot-afh, one pound and an half, 
Mix them, and draw off by diftilla- 
tion five pints, with a flow fire. 


Edinb. 
Take of 
Vinous fpirit of fal ammoniac, 
eight ounces ; 
Afafoetida, half an ounce. 
Digeft ina clofe veflel twelve hours; 
then diftil off with the heat of 
boiling water eight ounces. 


Tuis {pirit, the laft formula of 
which is in our opinion the beft, as 
being moft eafily prepared without 
any rifk of being injured in the pre- 
paration, is defigned as an antihy- 
fteric, and is undoubtedly a very 
elegant one. Volatile {pirits, im- 
pregnated for thefe purpofes with 
different fetids, have been ufually 
kept in the fhops: the ingredient 
here made choice of, is the beft cal- 
culated of any for general ufe, and 
equivalent in virtue to them all. 
The fpirit is pale when newly di- 
ftilled, but acquires a confiderable 
tinge in ——s 


SPIRITUS ANISI COMPOSI- 
TUS. 
Loud. 
Compound Spirit of anifeed. 
Take-of 
Anifeed, 
Angelica feed, of each, bruifed, 
half a pound ; 
Proof-fpirit of wine, one gallon, 
| Water, 


Water, fufficient to prevent.an 


empyreuma. 
Draw off one gallon by diftillation. 
‘ 


Turis compound fpirit is now di- 
rected to be prepared by the Lon- 


- don college inthe fame manner as 


water. 


in their former edition. It has no 


place in the Edinburgh pharmaco- 


poeia ; but it may juftly be con- 
fidered as a very elegant anifeed 
The angelica feeds greatly 


“ improve the flavour of the anife. It 


ink 


is often employed with advantage, 
particularly in cafes of flatulent 
cholic ; but it has been alledged to 
be fometimes too frequently ufed 
with this intention as a domeflic 
medicine, efpecially by old ladies: 
for unlefs it be prudently and cau- 
tioufly employed, it may foon be 
attended with all the pernicious 
confequences of dram-drinking. 


SPIRITUS CARUI. , 
Lond. 
Spirit of caraway. 
Take of : 
Caraway-feeds, bruifed, half a 
pound ; 
Proof-{pirit of wine, one gallon ; 
Water, fufficient to prevent an 
empyreuma, 
Draw off one gallon. 


AQUA CARVI SPIRITUOSA. 
Edinb. 
Spiritous caraway water. 


Take of 


Caraway feeds, half a pound, 
Proof-f{pirit, nine pounds. 
Macerate two days in a clofe veffel ; 
then pour on as much water as 
will prevent an empyreuma, and 
draw off by diftillation mine 
pounds. ; 


By this procefs the fpirit obtains 
in great perfection the flavour of 


_ the caraway-feeds; and with fome 


n 


a 


a 
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it is a cordial not uncommonly in 
ufe. 


SPIRITUS CINNAMOMI. 
Lond. ~ 
Spirit of cinnamon. | 

Take of 

Bruifed cinnamon one pound ; 

Proof-fpirit of wine, one gallon 3- 

Water, fufficient to prevent an 

empyreuma, ; 

Draw off one gallon. 


AQUA CINNAMOMI SPIRI- 
TUOSA. 
Edinb. 
Spirituous cinnamon water. 
From one pound of cinnamon, nine 
pounds of fpirit are to be drawn 
off, in the fame manner as in the 
caraway {pirit. 


Tuis isa very agreeable and ufe- 
fol cordial, but not fo ftrong of the. 
cinnamon as might be expected ; 
for very little of the virtues of the 
fpice arifes till after the pure fpiri- 
tuous part has diftilled. Hencein 
the former editions of the London 
Pharmacopoeia, the diftillation was 
ordered to be protracted till two 
pints more than here directed were 
come over. By this means, the 
whole virtue of the cinnamon was 
more frugally than judicionfly ob- 
tained; for the difagreeable flavour 
of the feintsof proof fpirits, and 
the acidulous liquor arifing from 
cinnamonas well as other vegetables 
when their diftillation is long conti- 
nued, give an illrelith to the whele; 
at the fame time that the oil which 
was extracted from the {pice wae 
by this acid thrown down. 

In the Pharmacopoeia Reformata, 
it is propofed to make this fpirit by 
mixing the aquacinnamomi fimplex . 
with fomewhat JeJs than an equal 
quantity of rectified fpirit : on fha- 
king them together, the liquor lofes 

j its, 
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its milky hue, foon becomes clear, 
and more elegant than the water 
diftilled as above: it is equally 
ftrong of the cinnamon, and free 
from the naufeous taint with which 
the common proof-fpirits are im- 
prepnated.. 7 


SPIRITUS JUNIPERI COM- 
ree OSTEU Siz, 
Lond. 
Compound fpirit of Funiper. 
Take of 

Janiper-berries, braifed, © 

pound ; 
Caraway-feeds, bruifed, 


one 


Sweet-fennel feeds, of each one 


ounce and an half; 
Proof-fpirit of wine, one gallon ; 
Water, fuflicient to prevent an 
empyreuma. 
Draw off one gallon. 


AQUA JUNIPERI COMPO- 
(eS PRAs 
Edin. 
Compound juniper watere 
Take of . 
Juniper-berries, well bruifed,one 
pound ; 
Seed of caraway, 
fweet-fennel, each an 
ounce and a half ; 
Proof-fpirit, nine pounds. 
Macerate two days; and having ad- 
ded as much water as will pre- 
vent an empyreuma, draw otf by 
diftillation nine pounds. 


Turswater,mixed with abote an 
equal quantity of the rob of juniper 
berries, proves an ufeful medicine in 
catarrhs, debility of the ftomach 
and inteftines, and fearcity of urine. 
The water by itfeif is a good cordial 
- andcarminative: the fervice which 

- this and other {pirituous waters do 
with thefe intentions is commonly 
known ; though the ill confequences 
that follow from their conftant ufe 
are too little regarded, 
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SPIRITUS LAVENDULA, 
Lond. 
Spirit of lavender. 
Take of . 
Frefh flowers of lavender, one 
one pound and an half; 
Proof-{pirit of wine, one gallon. . 


_ Draw off by diftillation in a water- 


bath, five pints. 


SPIRITUS LAVENDULA 
SIMPLEX, - 
Edinb, ' 
Simple [pirit of lavender. 


- Take of 


Flowering {pikes of lavender,. 
freth gathered, two pounds; © 
Rectified {pirit of wine, eight 
pounds. 8 
Draw off by the heat of boiling wa- 
ter, feven pounds. 


Tuts fpirit, when made. in per- 
fection is very grateful and fra- 
grant: It is frequently rubbed on 
the temples, &c. underthe notion 
of refrefhing and comforting the 
nerves ; and it probably operates as 
a powerful ftimulus to their fenfible 


extremities: it is likewife taken 


internally,.to the quantity of a tea- 
fpoonful, as a warm cordial. — 


- SPIRITUS MENTHZ PIPE- 


RITIDIS. 
Lond. 
Spirit of peppermint. ° 
Take of : 

The herb peppermint, dried, 

one poundand an half. 
Proof-{pirit of wine, one gallon ; 
Water, fufficient to prevent an. 

empyreuma. 






UA FOLIORUM MEN- 
“HA: PIPERITIDIS SPI- 
RITUOSA, 
Edinb. 
Spirituous peppermint-water. 
From a pound and a half of thefe 
leaves, nine pounds of fpirit aré 
| drawn 


- le 
oe “aa 


drawn off, as from the caraway- 
feedss mo 


This fpirit receives a {trong im- 
pregnation from the peppermint. 
It is employed in flatulent cholics 
and fimilar diforders ; and in thefe 
it fometimes gives immediate relief ; 
but where it is indicated, there are 
few cafes in which the peppermint 
water is not preferable. 


SPIRITUS MENTH SATI- 
VE. 
Lond. 
Spirit of [pearmint. 
Take of 
Spearmint dried, one pound and 
* am bale 5°. 
Proof-{pirit of wine, one gallon; 
_ Water, fufficient to prevent an 
empyreuma. 
Draw off one gallon, 


Tuts fpirit has no place in the 
Edinburgh pharmacopoeia. It, how- 
ever, turns out avery elegant one, 
and preferable, in weaknefs of the 
ftomach, retching to vomit, and the 
like, to many more elaborate pre- 
parations. W here the diforder is not 
accompanied with heat or inflam- 
mation, half an ounce of this water 
may be given diluted with fome a- 
grecable aqueous liquor: but, as 
was already obferved ‘vith regard 
to the preceding article, there are 
many cafes in which the prudent 
practitioner will be difpofed to give 
the preference to the fimple diftil- 
led water. 7 





_ SPIRITUS NUCIS MOSCHA. 
| ‘Ay . 
Lond. 
Spirit of nutmeg. 
ake of 


lon ; + 


. ye 


 Diftilled Spirits. 


Bruifed nutmegs, two ounces ;_ 
 Proof-{pirit of wine, one gal- 


ey Sey 


~ ASt 

| Water, fufficient to prevent an 
- empyreuma. 

Draw off ore gallon. 


AQUA NUCIS MOSCHATS 
SPIRITUOSA. 
Edinb. 
_——« Spirituous nutmeg-water. 
By two ounces of the nutmeg well — 
bruifed, nine pounds of fpirit aré 
impregnated. _ 


Tus is an agreeable fpirituous 
liquor, highly impregnated with 
the nutmeg flavour. It was for- | 
merly celebrated in nephritic dif- ~ 
orders, and when combined with a 
few hawthorn flowers, it had even 
the tithe of agua nephritica. At 
prefent it is employed only as a 
cordial liquor, and is not even very 
frequently in ufe. pas 


SPIRITUS PIMENTO. 
| | Lond. 
Spirit of pimento, or All[pices 
Take of 
All-fpice, bruifed, two ounces ; 
Proof-{pirit of wine, one gal- 
lon ; 
Water fufficient to prevent an 
empyreuma. : 
Draw off one gallon. 


AQUA PIPERIS JAMAICEN- 
SIS SPIRITUOSA. 
° Edinb. 
Spirituous Famaica-pepper water. 
By half a pound of pimento, nine 
pounds of fpirit are to be im« 
pregnated. 


Tuts water is far moreagreeable 
than a fimple water drawn from the 
fame fpice; and had long a place 
among the cordials of the diftiller 
before it was received into any pu- 
blic pharmacopoeia: but although 
now adopted both by the London 


aid Edinburgh colleges, it is now 
es a 


very . 
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very frequently ordered from the 
thops of the apothecary. : 


SPIRITUS PULEGII. 
Lond. 
Spirit of pennyroyal. 
Bake of % 
The herb pennyroyal, dried, one 
pound and an half ; 
Proof- {pirit of wine, one gallon ; 
Water, fufficient to prevent an 
empyreuma. 
Draw off one gallon, 


Tuts fpirit has no place in the 
Edinburgh pharmacopoeia. It pof- 
fefles, however, a confiderable fhare 
of the flavour of the pennyroyal, 
and by fome it is a good deal em- 
ployed as a carminative and anti- 
~ hyfteric. | 


SPIRITUS RAPHANI COM- 
POSITUS. 
Loud. 
Compound fpirit of horfe-~ an 
Take of 
‘Freth horfe-radifh root, 
Dried outer-rind of Seville o- 
ranges, each two pounds ; 
Frefh herb of garden fcurvy- 
grafs, four pounds ; 
Bruifed nutmegs, of€ ounce ; 


Proof-fpirit of wine, two gal- . 


lons f 
Water, fufficient to prevent an 
empyreuma. 
Draw off two gallons. 


Tars fpirit haslong been confi- 
dered as anelegant one, and is per- 
haps as well adapted for the purpofes 
of an antifcorbutic as any thing 
that can be contrived in this form. 
It has been alledged, that the 
horfe-radith and feurvygrafs join 
very welltogether, giving a fimilar 
flavour, though nota little difa- 
greeable ; that the nutmeg fup- 
preffes this favour very fucc efSfully < 


Without fuperadding any of its a | 
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and that to this, orange- peel adds 
a flavour very agreeable. Arum 
root had formerly a place in this 
water, but is here deférvedly thrown 
our 5 for it gives nothing of its 
pungency over the helm, notwith- 
ftanding what is afferted by fome 
pharmaceutical writers to the con- 
trary. Muftard feed, though not 
hitherto employed in thefe kinds of 
compotitions, would feeem to be an 
excellent ingredient ; it gives over 
the whole of its pungency, and is: 
likewife lefs perithable than mofft! 
of the other fubftances of this clafs : 
this feed wants no addition, except-. 
ing fome aromatic material to fur-- 
nifh an agreeable flavour. 

But although this procefs may; 
furnifh an agreeable compound {pi-- 
rit, yet it is much to be doubted,. 
whether it pofiefs thofe antif corbue. 
tic powers for which it was once 
celebrated. And.with this inten-. 
tion the Edinburgh college place fo 
little confidence in it, that they: 
have now rejected it from theizt 
pharmacopoeia. 


SPIRITUS RORISMARINIL, | 
Lond. 
: Spirit of rofemary. ‘ 
Take of 
Frefh tops of rofemary, one! 
pound and an half ; 
Proof-{pirit of wine, one oat 
lon. | 
Dutil in a water-bath, five pints. 


a Bae 
Take of 
Flowering tops of rofemary, frefls! 
gathered, two pounds ; : 
Rectified {pirit of , “ee 
pounds. | 
Diftil in the heat of boiling water: 
oll feven pounds come over. 


A fpirit fimilar to this 1s gene=: 
rally brought to us from abroad,, 
under’ 


‘Chap. 18. 
under the name of Hungary wa- 
ter. 

This fpirit is very fragrant, foas 
to be in common ufe as a perfume: 
¢hat brought from abroad is fupe- 
rior in fragrance to fuch as is gene- 
rally made among us. In order to 
prepare it in perfection, the vinous 
fpirit fhould be extremely pure ; 
the rofemary tops gathered when 
the flowers are full blown upon 
them, and committed immediately 
to diftillation, particular care be- 
ing taken noe to bruife or prefs 
them. The beft method of ma- 
naging the diftillation, is that for- 
merly recommended for the diftilla- 
tion of the more volatile eflential 
oils-and fimple waters, viz. fir{t to 
place the {pirit in the ftill, and then 
fet in, above the liquor, either an 
iron hoop, witha hair-cloth {tretch- 
ed over it, upon which the flowers 
are to be lightly {pread, or rather a 
bafket, fupported on three pins, 
reaching down to the bottom. A 
gentle heat beingapplied, juft fuffi- 
cient to raife the ipirit, its vapour 
lightly percolating through the 

-flowers,will imbibe their finer parts 
without making that difagreeable 
alteration, which liquors applied to 
fuch tender fubjects, in their grofler 
form, generally do. Probably the 
fuperiority of the French Hungary 
water, to that prepared among us, 
is owing to fome {kilful manage- 
ment o! this kind, or to employing 
a perfectly pure {pirit. 

In the Wirtemberg pharmaco- 
pocia, fome fage and vinger are add- 
ed, in the proportion of half a 
pound of the former, and two oun- 
ces of the latter, to four pounds of 
the rofemary. 

But the peculiar agreeable fla- 
vour of this water in all probability 
‘depends on the rofemary alone. 
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AQUA CARMELITANA, | 
og | Daz. 

Carmelite water, or compound bali 

water. 

Take of 
Frefh-gathered leaves of balm, a 

pound and a half ; 
The recent yellow rind of le- 
mons, four ounces ; 
Nutmeg, ; 
Coriander, each two ounces ; 
Cloves, 
Cinnamon, each one ounce. 

The ingredients being flicéd and 
bruifed, pour upon them 
Rectified f{pirit of wine, fix 

pounds ; 
Balm-water, three pounds, 

Digeft for three days, then draw off 
fix pounds by diftillation. 


Tuts fpirit has been a good deal 
celebrated, particularly among the 
French, under the title of Eau de 
Carmes. Mr Baumé, in his Ele- 
ments de Pharmacié, propofes fome 
improvements on the procefs. Af 
ter the {pirit added tothe ingre- 
dients has been drawn off in the — 


heat of a water-bath, he ordersthe 





diftilled liquor to be rectified by a _ 
fecond diitillation, drawing off © 

fomewhat lefs than nine-tenths of 
it. He recommends, that all the 
aromatic {pirits fhoud be prepared In 
thefamemanner. Whent he com- 
monpirits of this kind aré rubbed 
on the hands, &c. they leave, after 
the more volatile parts have exha- 
led, a difagreeable empyreumatic 
{mell; and when diluted with wa- 
ter, and taken medicinally, they 
leave in like manner a nanfeous fla- 
vour in the mouth. To remedy 
thefe imperfections, he made many 
experiments, which fhowed, thatin 
order to obtain thefe liquors of the 





} 


-defirable qualities, the fpirit muft 


not only be perfectly pure at firft, 


one ce 
Ae his 
Lal 
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but that the liquor ought always to 
be rectified after it has been diftil- 
led fromthe fubjects.. In this rec- 
tification, only the more volatile, 
fubtile, aromatic parts of the ingre- 
dients arife : there remains behind 
a white liquor, acrid, bitter, load- 
ed only with the grofier oil, and de- 
prived of all the fpecific flavour of 
the fubjects. Indeed the very im- 
perfection complained of, naturally 
points out this fecond diftillation 
as the remedy; for it fhows the 
{piri contain a grateful and un- 
grateful matter ; the firft of which 
exhales; while the other is left be- 
hind. The author fays, that when 
the agua melif[¢ is prepared as above 
directed, it has fomething in it 
more perfeét than any of the odori- 
ferous f{pirits, whofe excellence is 
cryed up, and which have the repu- 
tation of being the beft. 

Aromatic f{pirituous liquors have 
in general lefs fmell, when newly 
diftilled, than after they have been 
kept about fix months. M. Baume 
fufpects that the preparations of 
this kind which have been moft in 
vogue, were fuch as have been thus 

impfoved by keeping: and found 
that the good effects of age might 


be produced in a fhort time by 


means of cold. He plunges quart 
bottles of the liquor into a mixture 
of pounded ice and fea-falt: the 
fpirit, after having faffered, for fix 
or eight hours, the cold thence re- 
Ane proves as grateful-as that 
which has been kept for feveral 
years. Simple waters alfo, after 
being frozen, prove far more agree- 
able than they were before, though 
they are always lefs fo than thofe 
which have been drawn with {pirit, 
and expofed toa likedegree of cold. 
This melioration of diftilled waters 
_ by froft was taken, notice of by 


-Geoifroy, : 


wy 
\ 
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SPIRITUS COCHLEARIA, 
Suec. 
Spirit of fcurvygrafs. 
Take of of Soareygrafs ; 
Frefh feurvygrafs, bruifed, tem 
ounds ; | 


+ 


Rectified {pirit of wine, cighs/ 
pints. a 
With the heat of a water-bath, di-: 
ftil off four pints. 


Tuis fpirit is very ftrong of 
the fcurvygrafs ; and has been gi-. 
ven, in thofecafes where the ufe off 
this herbis proper, from twenty ta. 
one hundred drops. ‘The virtues: 
of fcurvygrafs refide in a very fub-. 
tile, volatile oil, which arifes in di-. 
{tillation both with water and puree 
{pirit ; and if the liquors are expo- 
{ed to the air, foon exhales frome 
both. The fpirit, newly diftilled,, 
is extremely pungent; but if long: 
Kept, even in clofe veffels, it be- 
comes remarkably lefsfo: But itis: 
not probable, that with fuch a pun-. 


gent vehicle wecan ufe a fufficienti 


quantity of the herb to produce anyy 
permament or confiderable effe& :: 


‘it has been much recommended as ai 


diuretic in dropfies. | 
The makers of this fpirit have: 
frequently added tothe {curvy grafs 
a quantity of hoferadith root, and 
fometimes fubftituted to it one: 
drawn entirely from the horferadifh:: 
the flavour of thefe two fimples be- 
ing fo much alike, that their diftil- 
led fpirits are {carce diftinguifhable 
from each other. Here it may be 
obferved, that thongh arum and 
dracunculus are ufually ranked in 
the fame clafs with the two forego- 
ing vegetables, and looked upon as 
{imilar to them; this procefs difco- 
vers aremarkable differnce: whilft 
the former yieldall their pungency 
in diftillatton both to water and {pi- 
rit ; the latter give over nothing to 
3 either, 
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either, and yet their virtues are fer materially from the {pirit of 


deftroyed in the operation. 


SPIRITUS AURANTII, 
ga Suec. 
. Orange-peel water. 
Take of 
_ Recent orange fkins, one peund ; 
_ Proof-fpirit, three pounds. 

raw off two pounds by the heat 
| of a water-bath. 2 


| Tuts fpirit, which is nowrejec- 
ed from our pharmacopoeias, had 
formerly a place inthem under the 


Vpiritwofa. Itis confiderably ftrong- 
er of the orange peel than the fimple 
Wvater ; and it is ufed as an ufe- 
ful cordial, ftomachic, and carmi- 
ative. 









4 
| 
i 


| SPIRITUS AROMATICUS, 

| S2eC. 

Aromatic [pirit. 

Take of 

| The tops. of rofemary, a pound 
and an half; 

Tops of milfoil, 

Thyme, each half a pound ; 

Proof-{pirit, fixteen pounds ; ma- 
cerate fortwodays, and draw 
off by diftilation eight pounds. 

if before diftillation eight pounds 

| ofvinegar be added, it forms the 

iritus aromaticus acetatus, 


EPEC SS 





| 
} 


_ Tuese preparations do not dif- 


4 
\) 
f 


ee 





fr of agua cortjcum aurantiorum. 


_rofemary or Hungary water ; for 


on the eflential oil of the rofemary 
their medical properties may be con- 


 fidered as chietly depending. They 


are often employed, particularly for 
external purpofes, and for impreg- 
nating the air with their vapours, 
to deftroy the influence of febrile 
contagions. 


SPIRITUS ANTICTERI- 
COS: 
Gen. 

Antitteric {pirit. 

Take of 
Spirit of turpentine, an ounce 

and an half ; 
Rectified {pirit of wine, half a 
pound. 

Diftil with a gentle heat. Let the 
oil fwimming above inthe re- 
ceiver be feparated from the fa-. 
turatedfpirit, whichis tobe pre- 
gerved for ufe. , 


Ir has been imagined, that this 
combination of oil of turpentine 
with ardent {pirit will furnifh anef-_ 
fectual folvent for biliary calculi. 
Hence the origin of the name here 
given it ; but although it may have 
fuch an effect when copiouily ap- 
plied tothe calculiin a glafs veflel ; 
yet this is not to be expected. 
when it is taken into the ftomach, 
and can only reach them in the 
courfe of circulation. 
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P. XIX. 


DECOCTA ET INFUSA. 


DECOCTIONS anv INFUSIONS. 


ATER, the dire& men- 


WV ftruum of gums and falts, 
extracts readily the gummy and {a- 
line parts of vegetables. Its action, 
however, is not limited to thefe ; 
the refinous and oily principles be- 
ing, in moft vegetables, fo inti- 
mately blended with the -gummy 


and faline, as to bein part taken. 


up along with them: fome of the 
refinous cathartics, and moft of the 
aromatic herbs, as well as bitters 

atid aftringents, yield to water the 
gteateft part of their {mell, tafte, 
and medicinal virtue. Even of the 

pure effential oils, and odorous re- 

fins of vegetables, feparated from 
the other principles, water imbibes. 

a part of the flavour ; and ‘by the. 

artificial admixture of gummy oer 

faline matter, the whole fub{tance 

of the oil or refin is ‘made diffoluble 

in water. mihidetae set alas 

Of pure falts, water diffolves on- 

ly certain determinate quantities ; 
by applying heat, it is generally en- 

abled to take up more than it can 

do in the cold, and this in propor- 

tion to the degree of heat ; but as 

the liquor cools, this additional 

quantity feparates, and the water 

retains no more than it would have 


diffolved without heat. With gum- 


\ 


& 


my fubftances, on the other hand, 
it unites, unlimitedly, diffolving 
more and more of them till it lofes 
its flaidity, Heat expedites the 
action of the water, but cannot en- 
able it to take up more than if 
would do by allowing itlonger time 
in the cold. The active parts ex: 
tracted from moft vegetables by wa- 


‘ter, and oils and refins made foluble 


in water by the artificial admixture 
of gum, partakeof this property oi 
pure gums, being difloluble without 
faturation. 

It has been imagined, that vege- 
tables in a freth ftate, while theii 
oily ,refinous,and other active parts: 
are already blended with a watery 
fluid, would ‘yield their virtues t¢ 
water more freely and more plenti: 
fully, than-when their native moi: 
fturé has been diffipated by drying) 
Experience, however, hows, tha: 
dry vegetables in general give oui 
niore than frefh ones, water feeming 
to have little action upon them in 
their recent ftate. If, of twoes 
qual quantities of mint, one be im 
fufed frefh in water, and the othe: 
dried, and then infufed in the like 
quantity of water for the fame 
length of time, the infufion of th 
dry herb will be remarkably the 

| ftrongeft | 
| 


‘Chap. 19 
ftrongeft: and the cafe appears to 
be the fame in all the vegetables 
that have been tried. 

In all the preparations defcribed 
in this chapter, it is to be. under- 
ftood that the fubjeéts muft be 
moderately and newly dried, un- 
lefs when they are exprefsly order- 
ed to be taken frefh; in which 
cafe itis to be judged that their 
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loft to the remaining decoction 3 
whereas both in cold, and fome- 
times in hot infufions, they are pre- 
ferved; although in the latter the 

are by no means perfectly fo. O- 
dorous fubftances, and thofe in ge- 
neral whofe virtues depend on their 
volatile parts, are. therefore unfit 
for this treatment. ‘The foluble 
parts of thefe may, nevertheleis, be 


virtues are deftroyed or impaired by { united in this form with thofe bo- 


drying. 

The native colours of many ve- 
getables are communicated to water 
along with their medicinal matter ; 
many impart a colour different from 
their own ; and others, though of 
a beautiful and deep colour them- 
felves, give fcarcely any to the 
menftruum. Of the firft kind are 


the yellow and red flowers; of 


the fecond, the leaves of moft 
plants; of the third, fome of the 
blue flowers, as thofe of cyanus and 
larkfpur. Aciddiquors change the 
infufions of moft flowers, the yel- 
low ones excepted, toa ‘red ; and 
alkalies, both fixed and volatile, to 
a green. 

From animal-fubftances, water 
extracts the gelatinous and nutri- 
tious parts; whence glues, jellies, 
broths, &c, ; and along with thefe, 
it takes up principles of more acti- 
vity, as the acrid matter of can- 
tharides. It diffolyesalfo fome por- 
tion of calcined calcareous earths, 
both of the animal and of the mi- 
neral kingdom, but has no action 
on any other kind of earthy mat- 
ter. 


Tue effec of boiling differs from 
that of infufion in fome material 
particulars. One of the moit obvi- 
ous differences is, that as the effen- 
tial oils of vegetables, in which 
their {pecific odours refide, are VO- 
Jatile in the heat of boiling water, 
they exhale in the boiling along 

withthe watery fteam, and thus are 


dies of a more fixt nature, by 
boiling the latter till their virtues 
be finfficiently extracted, and then 
infuling the former in this decoc- 
tion. - 

Tlte extraction of the virtue of 
the fubject is ufually promoted or 
accelerated by a boiling heat ; ~but 
this rule is lefs veneral than it is 
commonly fuppofed to be. We 
have already obferved, that Peru- 


vian bark gives out its virtue more 


perfectly by cold infufion than by 
coction. In fome cafes, boiling 
occafions a manifeft difunion of the 
principles of the fubject: thus, 
when almonds are triturated with 
cold water, their oil, blended with 
the mucilaginous or other foluble 
matter of the almond, 
the water into a milky liquor called 
an emulfion : but on boiling them 
in water, the oil feparates and rifes 
to the farface ; and if the moft per-. 
fect emulfion be made to boil, alike 
feparation happens. 

‘This alfo appears to take place, 
though i ina lefs evident manner, in 
boiling fundry other vegetables ; 
thus tobacco, afarum, and ipecacu- 
anna, lofe their active powers by — 
boiling : nor does it appear that 
this change is effected merely by 
the difcharge of volatile parts. 
From fome late experiments, it has) 
been found, that tf] 


emetic than the infufion from which 


it was diftilled, and that the boil-— 


ing liquor er adually affumes a black 
Hh 4 cO- 


487, 


unites with’ 


1e diftilled water i 
of ipecacuanha was infinitely lefs 





; 
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colour, indicating fome kind of de- 
compofition of parts: the fame cir- 


_cumftances probably take place in 


= 


boiling tobacco, afarum, and per- 
haps all vegetables whatever, tho’ 
from their not producing fuch fen- 
fible operations on the living body, 
they cannot be fo clearly difcovered 


as in ipecacuanha, tobacco, or afa- 


tum. The experiments we allude 
to, were made by Dr Irving, when 
a ftudent in.the college of Edin- 
burgh ; and they gained him the 
prize given by the Harveian Society 
of that place, for the beft experi- 
mental inquiry concerning ipeca- 
cuanha. | 

It is for the abovementioned 
reafons that we think many of the 


infufions fhould be made with cold 


Water: it is, however, to be ac- 
knowledged, that this is not always 


_ abfolutely neceflary, and in extem- 


poraneons practice it may be often 
very inconvenient; it is, however, 
proper to point out the advantages 
to be expected from this more te- 
dious, but much more complete and 
elegant, method. 


VINEGAR extracts the virtues of 
feveral medicinal fubftances in to- 
lerable perfection : but at the fame 
time its acidity makes a remark- 
able alteration in them, or fuper- 
adds a virtue of a different kind; 
and hence it ismore rarely employ- 


ed with this intention than purely a- 


‘ qticous or fpiriruous menftrua. Some 


drugs, however, vinegar, for parti- 
cular purpofes, excellently affifts, 


or coitieidlés with, as fquills, gar- 


lic, ammoniacum, and others: and 
in many cafes where this acid is it- 
felf principally de 


: ended on, it may 
pe advantapeon ly prephaced with 
i 


= the flavour of certain vegetables ; 
moft of the odoriferous flowers im- 





part to it their fragrance, together 


with a fine dae or red colour ; 
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violets, for inftance, if freth parcels 
of them-are infufed in vinegar in 


the coldfor a little time, communi-" 


cated to the liquer a pleafant fla-. | 
vour, and deep purplifh red colour, 
Vinegar, like other acids, added 
to watery infnfions or decodtions, 
generally precipitates a part of what 
the water had diffolved. 


DECOCTUM ALTHEZ, 
Edinb. 
Decottion of mar /bmallows. 
Take of 
Dried marfumallow roots, four 
ounces ; 

Raifins of the fun, ftoned, twe 
OUNCES ; 

Water feven pounds. 

Boil to five pounds; place apart 
the {trained liquor till the feces 
have fubfided, then pour out the 
clear liquor. 


Tre Edinburgh college have 
fubftituted this to the more compli- 
cated formula of the Decodfum ad 
Nephriticos of their former phar- 
macopoeia, and it fully anfwers the 
intentions of that preparation : itis 
intended chiefly as anemollient, to 


be liberally drank of in nephritic ° 


paroxyfms ; in which cafes, by foft- 
ening and relaxing the parts, it 
frequently relieves the pain, and 


procures an eafy paflage for the fa-. 


bulous matter. This medicine is 
uow made more fimple than before, 
without any diminution of its vir- 
tue, by the rejection of wild-carrot 
feed, re{tharrow root, figs, linfeed, 

and ‘liquorice. The carrot, feeds 
were indeed unfit for this form, as 
they give out little of their virtue 


to watery liquors. 


DECOCTUM CORNU CER- 
Vi. 
Lond. : 
Decottion of bartforn. : 
Take 





. 
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Take of 
Burnt and prepared hantaatie 
two OUNCES ; 
Gum arabic, fix drams ; 
_Diftilled water, three pints. * 
Boil, conftantly ftirring, to two 
pints, and {ftrain. 


‘Tuts decoction is ufed as com- 
mon drink in acute difeafes attend- 
ed with a loofenefs, and where a- 
crimonious humours abound in the 
primae viae. The gum is added, in 
oxder to render the liquor lightly 
glutinous, and thus enable it to fu- 
ftain more of the clax; which is 
the ingredient on which the colour, 
but probably not the virtue, of the 
medicine depends upon. Calcined 
hartfhorn has no qualityfrom which 
it feems capable either of conftrin- 
ging and {trengthening the veifels, 
giving a greater degree of coniift- 
ency to thin fluids, or obtunding 
acrimonious humours. It blunts 
and abforbs acid juices ; but acri- 
mony and acidity are very diffe- 
rent ; there are few (perhaps none 
of the acute) diforders of adults 
attended with the latter ; and few 
of infants are unaccompanied there- 
with. Some have propofed ftarch 
as an ingredient in thefe kinds of 
decoétions ; a fmall quantity of this 
foft gelatinous, farinaceous fub- 
ftance would feem to be greatly 


preferable to the earthy calx. It. 


may be obferved, that the water is 
not enabled by the boiling to dif- 
folve any part of the clax; and that 
in the decoction, the earth is only 
dittnfed in fubftance through the 
Water, as it would be by agita- 
tion. 
_ For thefe reafons, this formula is 
_ now rejected by the Edinburgh col- 
lege, notwith {landing the reputa- 
tion in whieh it was held by Dr 
Sydenham, and other names of the 
firft eminence. But as an abforbent 
of a fimilar nature, the Edinburgh 
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college have introduced the follow- 
ing formula. 


POTIO CRETACEA. 


Ghalk julep. 
Ldinb. 
Take of : 
Prepared chalk, one ounce ; 
Pureft refined fugar, half an 
OUNCE ; 
Mucilage of gum arabic, two 
_,, SURES 5 : 
Rub them together; and add by 
deg Lees, 


Water, two pounds and a half ; 
Spirituous cimamon water, two 
ounces. 
Mix them. 


In the former edition of the E- 
dinburgh pharmacopoeia,a prepara: 
tion of this kind had the title of 
Decoffum-cretaceum, and the chalk 
was directed to be boiled with the 
water and gum. In the prefent for-" 
mula, the chalk ismuch more com- 
pletely fufpended by the mucilage 
and fugar, which laft gives alfoto | 
the mixture an agreeable tafte; it 
is proper to employ the fineft fu- 
gar, as the redundant acid in the 
coarfer kinds might form with the 
chalk a kind of phofphoric falt. It . 
would perhaps have been more pro-— 
per to have added an aromatic, by © 
fufpending the entire powder ot 
cinnamon, or its oil, by means of 
the mucilage and fagar : the me- 
thod here directed is, however, lefs _ 
exceptionable in this than in many 
other preparations, as the precipi- 
tated matter of the {pirituous water 
will probably be invifcated in the 
faccharine and mucilaginous matter. 
This is a very elegant form of ex- 
hibiting chalk, and is an ufeful re~ 


medy in difeafesarifing from, or ac- 


companied with, acidity in the pri- 
mae viae. Ithasbeen moftfrequently — 
employed in fluxes proceeding from 
that caufe. At the fame time si 

tae 
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the mucilage ferves to keep the 
chalk uniformly diffufed, it alfo 
confiderably improves its virtues by 
fheathing the internal furface of the 
inteftines fo often abraded in thefe 
affections. It is indeed probable, 
that chalk, as being fomewhat.a- 
ftringent, is in fome of thefe com- 
laints preferable 
oot, however, are improper in dy- 
fentery, or other fluxes attended 
with putrefcent matter inthe primae 
viae, or ageneraltendency toa pu- 
trefaction of the fluids. 


DECOCTUM CORTICIS— PE. 
RUVIANI. 
Lond 
Decoétion of Peruvian bark. 
Take of 
Peruvian bark, powdered, one 
OUNCE ; 
“Diftilled water, one pint and 
three ounces. — 
Boil, for ten minutes, ina cover- 
ed veflel, and ftrain the liquor 
whilit hot. 


ALTHOUGH acold watery infu- 
fion of bark is in general preferable 
to any decoction, yet this form has 
at leaftthe advantage of being more 
quickly prepared. “And the decoc- 
tion here directed, which is boiled 
only for a fhort time, and ftrain- 
ed while hot, is preferable to any 
other. 

This decoétion fhould be pafled 
only through a courfe ftrainer, and 
drank whilft turbid : if faffer ‘ed to 
ftand till clear, the more efficacious 
parts of the bark will fubfide. We 
have formerly obferved, that the 
virtues of this drug confift chiefly 
inits refinous fubftance, which, tho’ 
it may be totally melted out by 
the heat of boiling water, remain 
only partially Anlpended in that 
menftruum, 


~ 
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DECOCTUM PRO. ENE- 
_ MATE, mage 
“ Lond 
Decoétion for a clyfter. 
Take of I ub 
The dried leaves of mallow, one. 
ounce ; 
Dried camomile-flowers, half 
an ounce ; 
Water, one pint. — 
Boil, and ftrain. 


THE title ofthis decoction fufi-” 
ciently expreifes its ufe, as the ba - 
fis of glyiters. The ingredients 
fhould be very lightly boiled, or at 
leaft the camomile flowers fhould 


' not be pat in till towards the end, a 


part of the virtue of thefe being 
foon loft by boiling. , 


DECOCTUM PRO FOMEN- 
ED. 
Lond 
Decoétion for fomentation. 
Take of 
The dried leaves of fouthern- 
wood, 
The dried tops of fea-wormwood, 
Dried, camomile- flowers, eich 
one ounce ; 
Dried bay-leaves, half an ounce ; 
Diftilled water, fix pints. 
Boil them a little, and ftrain. 


DECOCTUM ‘COMMUNE, 
) Edinb. 
~ Common decofion. 
Take of 
Camomile-flowers, one ounce ; ; 
Carvy feeds, half an ounce 5 
Water, five pounds. . 
Boil a quarter of an hour, and 
Hens. 


Tis decodtion is ‘intended to 
anfwer the purpofes of both the 
foregoing. It is lefs loaded with 
the ingredients than either, but not 
perhaps. for that realon the lefs 


~. ufeful, 
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It is indeed to be acknowledged, 
that thefe impregnations are forthe 
mo/ft part unneceflary for the _pur- 
pofe of glyfters ; ; and in ordinary 
cafes the weight of the water ufu- 
ally folicits a difcharge before thefe 
medicines can produce.any effect. 
As fomentations, their virtues in 
our opinion are totally to be afcri- 
bed to the influence of the warm 
water. And when the herbsthem- 
felves are applied, they act only as 
retaining heat and moifture for a 
longer time, — 


DECOCTUM HELLEBORI. 
Loud. : 
Decottion of hellebore. 
Take of 

The root of white hellebore, pow- 

dered, .one ounce ; 

Diflilled water, two pints ; 

Rectified fpirit of wine, two 

ollnces. 

Boil the water with the root to 
one pint: and, the liquor be- 
ing cold and ftrained, add to it 
the {pirit. 


W atte hellebore,aswe former- 
ly obferved, isnow very rarely em- 


ployed internally 5 and the prefent - 


formula is entirely intended for. ex- 
ternal fe. Recourfe is fometimes 
hadto it with advantagein cutaneous 
eruptions, particularly in tinea capi- 
tis. But where the incruftations 
are entirely removed, leaving avery 
tender {kin, it is neceflary that the 
decoétion fhould be diluted previous 
to its employment. 


DECOCTUM HORDEI. 
Lond. 
Decofion Sues 
Take of 
Pearl-barley, two ounces ; 
Diftilled water, four pints. 
The barley being ‘Arft wathed with 
cold water from the adhering 
impurities, pour upon it about half 
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pared fo as tobe as elegant and a- — 
greeable as poflible ; for thisreafon 


poeia, and thefeveral circumftances — 
which contribute to their elegance — : 
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a pint of water, and hoil the bar- 
ley alittletime, “This water be- 
ing thrown away, add the di- 
{tilled water, boiling, to the bar- 
ley 5 boil it to two pints, and 

_odtrain. te 


DECOCTUM HORDEI COM- 
POSITUM. 
Lond. 
_ Compound decodtion of barley. 
Take of 
The decoction of barley, twe 
we. pillts ; 
‘Rauins, ftoned, 
Figs, {uced, .cach two ounces 3 
Liquorice-reot, fliced and brui- 
fed, half.an ounce; 
Diftilied water, one pint. 
Boil to two pints, and ftrain.. 


DECOCTUM HORDEI.: — 
Edinb. 
Barley-water. 

Take of 

Pearl-barley, two ounces ; 

Water, five pints. 
Firft wath the baricy fromthe Ane | 
matter that adheres to it with 
fome cold water ; then boil it a 
little with about half a pint of © 
frefh water, which will acquire — 
a confiderable tinge from it. 
Throw away this tinged water ;_ 
put the barley into the water 
prefcribed, made firft to boil ; and — 
continue the boiling till half the: 
water be wafted. — 


TueEse liquors are to be drank — 
freely, as a diluter, in fevers and — 
other,diforders : henceit is of con- _ 
fequence that they fhould be pre- | 


they are inferted in the pharmaco- 






ferdown ; ifany one of them be omit. 
ted, the beverage will be lefs grate- 
a However trivial medicines of 


this 
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this clafs may appear tabe, they are 
of greater importance in the cure of 
‘acute difeafes than many more ela- 
borate preparations. 

Barley-water, however, is much 
more frequently prepared by nurfes 
than apothecaries, particularly in 


its fimple ftate.. The compound dz. - 


coction contains a large proportion 
of faccharine and mucileginons 
gnatter, and may be employed for 
the fame purpofes as the decoétum 
althex of the Edinburgh pharma- 
copoeid. ; 


ie 
Rigs 





“DECOCTUM LiIGNORUM, 

Edinb. 
‘Decottion of the woods. 
Take of 3 ., 
Guaiacum faw-duft, three oun- 
# Ces. 3. 

- Raifins of the.fun, ftoned, two 
> OUNCES ; 

Saflafras wood, fhaved, 
Liquorice, fliced,each one ounce, 
Water, ten pounds. : 

Boil thé guaiacum and raifins with 

___the water, over a gentle fire, to 
the confumption of one half: 
adding, towards the end, the faf- 
fafras and liquorice. Strain out 
the liquor ; and having fiffered 
it to reft for fome time, pour of 
the clear from the feces with- 
out expreilion. 














Tuts decoctionis very well con- 
trived ; and if its uf¢ be duly con- 
tinued, it will do great fervice in 
fome cutaneous difeafes, in what has 
been called foulnefs of the blood and 
juices, atid in fome diforders of the 
breaft ; particularly in phlegmatic 
habits. It anay be taken by itfelf to 
_ the quantity of a quarter of a pint 
- twoorthreetimesa day, orufed as 
an affiftant ina courfe of mercurial 
_ or antithonial alteratives: the pa- 
‘Went in either cafe keeping warm, 
’ inorder to promote the operation 
ofthe medicine. The faw-duft ex- 


ae 
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pofes a larger furface to the ation 
of the water than the fhavings, di- 
rected in the former edition of the 
pharmacongeia. 


DECOCTUM SARSAPA- 
RILLA. 
Lond. 
Decottien of farfaparilla. 
Take of es 
The root of farfaparilla, fliced, - 
fix onaces ; 
Diftlied water, eight pints. 
Macersaze for two hours, with ar 
heat of about 195°; then take 
out the root, and bruife it ; re- 
turn the bruifed root to the li- 
quor, and again macerate it for 
two hours. Then, the liquor 
being boiled to the meafure of 
four pints, prefs it out, and 
ftrain. ; . Re 


Tue farfaparilla decoction is ar 
article in very common ufe, particu- 
larly in venereal affections. And 
there can be little doubt, that by this 
proceis the medical powers of the 
{arfaparilla are fully extraéted. But 
it has of late been much queftioned, 
whether thisarticle bein any degree 
intitled to the high charaéter which 
Was once given of it. Some, as 
we have already obferved, are even 
cifpofed to deny its poffefling any 
medical property whatever: But the 
general opinion is, that it has fome-_ 
what of a diaphoretic effe& ; and 
this effect is more readily obtained 
when itis exhibited under the form 
of decoction than under any other. | 


DECOCTUM SARSAPARIL- 
LA COMPOSITUM. 
Lond : 
Compound decoction of farfaparilla, 
Takeor 7 3 
The root of farfaparilla, fliced 
and bruifed, fix ounces; 
Bark of the root of faflafras, 
‘Shavings of guaiacum-weod, 
i | Lie 


\ 
) 
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Tt wuulertooe, bruifed, of each 
one ounce; . 

Bark of the root of mezercon, 
three drams ; 

- Diftilled water, ten pints. 


“Macerate, with a gentle heat, for 


fix hours; then boil it down to 

~ five pints, adding towards the end 
of the boiling the bark of 
root of mezereon, and ftrain the 
liguor. : 


Turis compound decoétion is an 
elegant mode of preparing an ar- 
ticle once highly celebrated under 
the title of the Li/bon diet drink. 
That formula, for alongtime after 
its firft introduction into Britain, 
was kept a fecret; but an account 
of the method of preparation was 
at length publithed in the Phyfical 
and Literary EHilays of Edinburgh, 
by Dr Donald Monro. Andot f the 
formula there given, whieh is in 


* many refpects an unchemical one, 


the prefent may juftly be confider ed 
as an improvement, Even in its 
original form, but ffill more in the 
prefent ftate, there canbe no doubt, 
that it furnifhes us witha very ufe- 
ful medicine, particularly in thofe 
obftinate ulcers originating from 
venereal infection, which refift the 
power of mercury. Anditis high- 
ly probable, that its good effects, 
principally depend on the impree- 
Nation it receives from the meze- 


reon. Perhaps, however, eventhus 


improved,itis more complicated and 
expenfive than is neceflary :»At 
leaft we are inclined to think, that 
every advantage derived from it, 
may with equal eafe and certainty 
be obtained, from impregnating 
with the mezereon in the manner 
here directed, a {imple decoction of 
the guaiacum, bardana, or althea, 
without having recourfe to feveral 


_articles, or employing one fo expen- 


five as the farfaparilla. 
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DECOCTUM SENEKAY 
oe Bdinb. 
Decoétion of feneka. ‘ 
Take of - 5 oe 
Seneka, or rattle{nake-root, one 
ounce ; :: 
Water two pout.” 
Boil to {ixteen ounces, and ftrain. 


Ture virtues of this decofion 
will be eafily underftood from thofe 
of the root from which it is pre- 
pared. The dofe, in hydropic cafes- 
and rheumatic, or arthritic com- 
plaints, is two ounces, to be repeat- 
ed three or four times a day, ac: 
cording to its effect. 


DECOCTUM ULMI, 
-. Lond. 
Decoflion of elu. 
Take of . 
The freth inner-bark of clin, 
bruifed, four ounces ;. 
Dittilled water, four pints. 
Boil to two pints, and ftrain, 


Ir has been chiefly, if not en- 
tirely, under this form of decoc- 
tion, that the elm-bark has been 
employed for combating thofe cu- 
taneous eruptions againft which it 
has of late been fo hi ghly celebra- 
ted. Any experience which we 
have had of it, however, in actual 
practice, by no means confirms the 
very favourable account which fome 
have given of its ufe. 


MUCILAGO AMYLI. 
Load..~ 
Mucilage of fiarch. 
Take of. 
Starch three drams ; ; 
Diftilled water, one pint. 
Rub the ftarch, by deprees adding 
the diftilled water ; then boil it 
a little time. 


Tue mucilage thus formed of 
ftarch is very ufefal for anfwering 
_thefe 


on 
er 
~ 


a 
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thefe putpofes where a glutinous 
fubftance is required, and in parti- 


-ceularit isoften fuccefsfully employ- 


ed under the form of glyfter. 


MUCILAGO ARABICI 
GUMMI 
» Lond 
Mucilage of gum arabic. 
Take of 
Gum arabic, powdered, four 
OUNCES ; 
Boiling diftilled water, eight 
ounces. 
Rub the gum with the water antil 
it be diffolved. o 


MUCILAGO GUMMI ARA- 


BICI. 
Edinb. . =< 
Mucilage of arabic. 


- Take of 


Gum arabic, beat into powder, 
and warm water, each equal 
weights. 

Digeft, and frequently ftir them till 
the gum be diffolved, then prefs 
the folution through linen, 


Ir is very neceffary to pafs the 
mucilage thro’ linen in order to free 
it from pieces of wood and other im- 
purities, which alway adheres to the 
gum ; the linen may be placed in 
a funnel. 

Mucilage of gum arabic is very 
ufeful in many operations in phar- 
macy ; it isalfo much ufed for pro- 
perties peculiar to thefe fubftan- 
ces of its own clas, and of all the 
gums it feems to be the purett. 


MUCILAGO GUMMI TRA- 
GACANTH. 
Edinb. 
Mucilage of gum tragacanth. 
Take of 
Gum tragacanth, a one 
OUNCE ; 
Hot water, eight ounces. 


‘Macerate twenty four hours; then 


mix them, by rubbing brifkly, 


Preparations and Compofitions. 


‘Part III, 


that the gam may be diffolved ; 
and prefs the mucilage aponghh 
linen cloth, _ 


Tris gum is more difficultly fo- 
luble in water than gum arabic, and 
{cems to beconfiderably more adhe- 
five ; it is therefore fitter for form- 
ing troches, and fuch like purpofes. 
It has been thought to be more pe- 
culiarly what has been called a 
pectoral, than the other gums: 
but this does not feem to be cer- 
tainly founded. This mucilage is 
perhaps preferable tothe foregoing. 
in thofe operations in pharmacy 
where much tenacity is required ; 
asin the fufpenfion of mercury, 
or other ponderous bodies, 


MUCILAGO SEMINIS CY- 
DONII MALI. 
ge Lond, 
Npecilane of quince: ved. 
Take of me ae: . 
Seeds of the quince, one dram ; 
Diftilled water, cight ounces, by 
meafure. 
Boil with a flow fire until the water 
thickens ; then pafsit thro’ linen, 


Tutsis a pleafant foft mucilage, 
of afomewhat {weetith tafte, anda 
light agreeable {mell: in thefe re- 
{pects, and in its eafy folubility in 
water, it differs from the mucilage 
of gum tragacanth, to which fome 
have fuppofed it fimilar: it has 
another difference, to its difadvan- 
tage, being apt to grow mouldy 
in ‘keeping. 


INFUSUM GENTIAN& COM. 
POSITUM. 
Lond. 
¢ ompound infufions of gentian, 
Takeoff, 
The root of gentian, one drani ; 
Frefh outer_rind of lemons, - 
“wan ouneeé ; 
Dried outer-rind of Seville o- 
_ ranges, one dram and an half 
Boil 
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Boiling water, twelve ounces, by 
meafure. 

Macerate for an hour, and ftrain. 


INFUSUM AMARUM, 
Edino. 
| Bitter infufion. 
Take of 
-entian root, half an ounce ; 
Dried peel of Seville oranges, 
one dram ; | 
Coriander feéds, half a dram ; 
Proof-fpirit, four ounces; 
Water, one pound. 
Firft pour onthe fpirit, and threé 
hours thereafter add the water ; 
 ¢hen macerate without heat for a 
night, and ftrain. 


Tuese formule do not material- 
ly difter. Thatof the London college 
is the moft expeditious mode of pre- 
paration : But that ofthe Edinburgh 
college pollefles other advantages, 
which are in our opinion more than 
firficient to outweigh that circum. 
ftance. 

In the former edition of the E- 


-dinburgh Pharmacopoeia, the water 


was directed tobe boiling ; this was 
at leaft unneceflary, and was pro- 
bably liable to the objections obfer- 
ved againft decoctions, The proof 
fpirit is alfo an ufeful addition to 
the infufum amarum, as it now 
ftands in the Edinburgh pharmaco- 
poeia’: befides that it aflifts in ex- 
tracting the refinous parts, and pre- 
ferving the infufion from fermenta- 
tion, it communicates an agreeable 
pungency to the liquor: to anfwer 
in fome meafure thele i intentions, it 
was formerly ditected to addto the 
filtrated liquor a quantity of aqua 
aromatica. [his was certainly a 
piece of very bad pharmacy ; for, 
befides that the f{piritin this prepa- 
ration, when diluted with the water 
of the infufion, was now no longer 
able to retain the fufpended matter, 
it would alfo difpofe the infufion 
fo part with itsproper extractive 
2 


and infufions. AQS 
matter ; and in this way the refi« 
nous matter of the aqua aromaticay 


and the gummy parts of ‘the infu- 


fun. amarum,; would beth in fome 
degree feparate to the bottom of 
the veilel ; by the  guttn now laid. 
down, ihe infufion contains the 
different principles of the ingre- 


~dients ma manner more nearly ap- 


proaching to their natural and en~ 
tire ftate. 


INFUSUM SENN: SIMPLEX. 


Lond. 
imple infufion of fenna. 
a 


Senna, an ounce and a half; 
Ginger, powdered, one dram: 
Boiling ‘diftilled water, one pint. 
Macerate them for one hour, ina 
covered vetiel ; 
being cold, ftrain it. 


Tuts, although a fimple, is a 


very elegant infufion of fenna, the. 


ginger acting as an ufeful corri- 
gens. But if the fenna were em- 
ployed to the quantity of a dram 
and ahalf er two drams only, with 
the fame men{truum in place of thé 
quantity here ordered, it would be 
a no lefs ufeful medicine, and might 


be employed for one dofe, as it is 


of advantage that it fhould be ufed 
frefh as here prepared. Of the pre- 
fent infafion, an ounce or two al, 
fufficient dofe. ‘, 
INFUSUM SENNA TARTA,; 
RISATUM. 
Lond. 
Tartarifed infufion of. jenna, 
Take of 
Senna, one ounce and a half; 
Coriander-feeds, bruifed, halfan 
ourice 5” 
Cryfials of tartar, two drams ; 
Diftilled water, one pint. 
Diffolve the cryftals of tartar by 
boiling in the water ; then pour 
the water, as yet boiling, on the 
fenna and feeds. Macerate for an 
hour 


and, the liquor 


«Sie chet 


wails 
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hour in a covered veffel, and ftrain 
when cold, 


In the laft edition of the London 
pharmacopocia this had the name of 
tafufum fennacommune. _ 

~ Formerly an alkaline falt was u- 
fed in the infufion of fenna, inftead 


of the acid one here directed. The 


fir{t was fuppofed to promote the 
operation of the medicine, by fu- 
peradding a degree of purgative vir- 


tue ofits own, and by cuabling the 


water to extract fomewhat more 
from the capital ingredient than it 
would be capable of doing by it- 
felf; whilft acids were alleged to 
have rather a contrary effect, Ex- 
perience, however, has fufficiently 
dhowa, that alkaline falts inereafe 
the oftenfivenefs of the fenna, whilft 
cryftals of tartar confiderably im- 
prove the colour of the infufion, 
and likewife render the tafte to 
fome perfonslefs difagreeable. So- 
luble tartar fhould feem a good in- 
gredient in thefe kinds of compo- 


ditions ; asit not only improves the 


tafte, but promotes the purgative 
virtue of the medicine; this addi- 
tion alforendersthe infufion lefs apt 
to gripe, or occafion flatulencies. 


INFUSUM TAMARINDO- 
CUM cum SENNA. 
Edinb, 

— Infufion of tamarinds with fenna. 

Take of 
Tamarinds, fix drams ; 
Cry ftals of tartar, 
Senna, each one dram; 
Coriander feeds, half a dram ; 
Red candied fugar, halfan ounce; 
Boiling water, eight ounces. 
Macerate in a clofe earthen veffel, 
which has not been vitrified with 
lead; ftir the liquor now and 
then, and after it has ftood four 
hours ftrain it. It may alfo be 
made with double, triple, &c. 
the quantity offenna, 


I 
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Born this and the former infu. 
fions might be made with cold water. 
By this means the aromatic quality 
of the coriander feeds would proba- 
bly be extracted in a more perfect 
ftate ; but the cryftals of tartar are fo 
difficultly foluble in cold water, that 
for extemporaneous ufe itis in fome 
meafure neceflary to prepare them 
in-the manner here directed; itis 
not indeed probable, that when 
fuch foluble matters as acids and 
fugar are prefented to water, the 
water fhall be able to extract fuch 
a quantity of the finer volatile 


part of aromatics, as to afford any 


conliderable flavour tothe liquor : 
where an aromatic is required, we 
would theretore propofe, that fome 
agreeable aromatic water fhould be 
mixed with the liquor immediately 
before {wallowing it; or that a 
quantity of an aromatic oil fhould 
be incorporated with the cold infu- 
fion by means of gum, ora part of 
the fugar which we might referve 
for that purpofe. It isa very necef- 
{ary caution not to make this infu- 
fion in veffels glazed with lead, o- 
therwife the acid might corrode the 
lead, and communicate its poifon- 
ous effects to the infufions. 

Both thefe infufions are mildand 
ufeful purges, the latter in particu- 
lar is excellently fuited for delicate 
ftomachs, at the fame time that it 
is very much calculated for febrile 
and other acute difeafes. It is ob- 
fervable, that fugar added to neu- 
tral falts, rather increafes than dimi- 
nifhes their naufeoufnefs ; but when 
ufed along with an acid, fuch as ta- 
marinds, or a falt wherein the acid 
predominates, asin cryftals of tar- 
tar, it is found very much to im- 
prove their tafte: the acid in this 
infufion, or rather the combination 
of acid and fweet, are found to co» 
ver the tafte of the fenna very ef- 
fectually ; the aromatic ferves alfe 
the Dine purpofe, but would per- 

: haps 
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haps be betcer applied in ‘the way 
above propofed. 


INF USUM ROS. 
Lond. 


: ee of the rofe. 
Take of 


Red rofe-buds, the heels being 
cut off, half anounce; | 
Vitriolic acid, diluted, three 
drams ; 
Boiling diftilled water, two pints 
and a half.; 
-Double- refined fugar, one ounce 
-and a half. | 
To the water, firft poured on the 
petals ina glafs veffel, add the 
diluted vitriolic acid, shied ma- 
eerate for half an hour. “Strain 
the liquor when cold, and add 
the fugar. 


INFUSUM vulgo TINCTURA 
ROSARUM. 
. Edinb. 

Jafufion commonly called tinGure 

72 of rofes. 

Take of 
Red rofes, dried, one ounce ; 
Boiling water, five pounds ; 

- Vitriolic acid, one dram ; 
White fugar, two ounces. 

Macerate the rofes with the boiling 
water in an unglazed veffel four 
hours ; then having poured on 
‘the acid, ftrain the liquor, and 
add the fugar, 


Some have dire@ed the vitriolic 
acid to be dropped upon the rofes 
before the water is put to them ; 
but this method is certainly faulty ; 
for fach of the rofes as this canftic 
‘liquor falls upon undiluted, will be 

burnt up by it, and have their tex- 
ture deftroyed. Others have made 
an infufion of the rofes in water 
firft, and then added the acid, from 
“an apprehenfion, that if this acid be 
added to the water, it would wea- 
ken its power as a menftraum ; but 
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whatever the acid fpirit will hinder 


the water from extracting, it muft 
Precipitate if added afterwards 5 
though, in‘this preparation, the vi- 


triolic acid'bears fo fmalla propor- 


‘tion to the water, that its effects in 


this refpeé& will be very little ; and 


‘it' appears to be of little confe- 


quence which of the two ways be 


followed, only that by the above 
formula the veffels are expofed a 
fhorter time to the ation of the a- 


cid. The infufion fhould be made 
ina glafs or ftone-ware veflel, ra- 
ther than a glazed earthen one; 
for the acid will be apt to corrode 
the glazing of the latter. 

This infufion is of an elegant red 
colour, and makes a very grateful 


addition to the juleps in haemorrha- 
_gies, and in all cafes which require 
‘mild coolers and fubaftringents : it 


is fometimes taken with bolufes or 
electuaries of the bark, and likewife 
makes a good gargle ; but although 
in our pharmacopoeias it hasits name 
from the rofes, yet its virtuesare to 
be afcribed chiefly, or perhaps fole- 


‘Ly, to the vitriolic acid. 


INFUSUM RHEI. 
Edinb. 
Infufion of rhubarb. 

Take of 
Rhubarb, half an ounce ; 
Boiling water, eight ounces; , 
Spirituous cinnamon water, one 

ounce, 

Macerate the rhubarb in a glafs 
veffel with the boiling water 
for a night ; then having added 
the cinnamon water, ftrain’the 
liquor. 


In this infufion cold water might 
perhaps be employed with advan- 
tage ; we alfo objec to the fpiritu- 
ous cinnamon water onthe fame 
grounds as we did before to the a- 
qua aromatica in the infufum ama- 
rum of the former edition of the 

Ti Edin- 
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Edinburgh pharmacopoeia: this, 
however, appears to be one of the 
beft preparations of rhubarb, when 
defigned asa purgative ; water ex- 
tracting its virtue more effectually 
than cither vinous or {pirituous 
menftrua: in this refpeét rhubarb 
differs from moft of the other vege- 
table cathartics ; and we think the 
London college might have given it 
a place in their Pharmacopoeia as 
well asthe vinum or tinctura rha- 
barbari. 


AQUA CALCIS. 
Lond. 
Lime-water. 

Take of ee, : 
Quicklime, half a pound ; 
Boiling diftilled water, twelve 

pints. 

Mix, and fet it afide in a covered 
veffel for one hour; then pour 
off the liquor, which keep ina 
clofe veffel. 

| Edinb. 

Take half a pound of frefh-burnt 
quicklime, pot it into an earthen 
veflel, and gradually fprinkle up- 
on it four ounces of water, keep- 
ing the veffel that whilft the lime 
grows hor and falls into powder. 
Then pour upon it twelve pounds 
of water, and mix the lime 
thoroughly with the. water by 
ftirring. After the lime has fub- 
fided renew the ftirring ; and let 
this be done about ten times, al- 
ways keeping the veffel fhut (da- 
ring the ebullition), that the ac- 
cefs of the air may be the more 
effectually prevented. Laftly, let 
the water be filtered thro’ paper 
placed in a funnel clofe fhut atits 
top; and it muft be kept in very 
clofe veffels. 


_ Tue reafon of adding the water 
by degrees to the lime is, that when 
poured on at once, it reduces the 
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external part to a kind of muddy 


fubftance, or foft pafte, which in: 
fome meafure defends the internal 
part from being acted upon by the 
water. It does not appear that the: 
different proportions of water in’ 
the two above prefcriptions occa-. 
fion any fenfible difference in the 
{trength of the produdt; the quick- 
lime is far from yielding all its fo- 
luble parts to either proportion ; 
the remainder giving a {trong im- 
pregnation to many frefh quantities 
of water, though not fo ftrong as 
to the firft. The caution of keeping 
the water in clofe-ftopt veflels ought 
to be ftri€tly attended to ; for in 


open ones the calcareous matter 


diffolved in the liquor foon begins 
to feparate, and forms a white cruft 
upon the furface. This cruft is not 
of a faline nature, as fome have i- 
magined ; but an infipid earth, no 
longer mifcible with watery liquors, 
The theory of the production of 
this earth will be eafily underftood 
from what we have faid on the ar- 
ticle Fixep Atr. The feparation 
firft takes place at the furtace, as 
being the part immediately applied 
to the common air: as long as the 
cruft remains entire, the cloffnefs 
of its texture fo excludes the air, 
that the reft of the matter ftill re- 


mains impregnated with lime ; but 


when this pellicle is broken by any 
means, it foon finks to the bottom, 
and expofes a new furface for the 


feparation of the lime. In this way 


a fucceflion of crufts and precipita- 
tions are formed, till. the whole of 
the once cauftic and foluble quick- 
lime is now found at the bottom of 
the veffel in the ftate of a mild-in- 
foluble earth, leaving the water 
perfe@ly infipid. . 
The formation of thefe crufts, 
and their fucceflive precipitations, 
are owing to the abforption of fix-. 
ed air or aérial acid from the at- 
mofphere; and the mild infoluble 
: ‘, ~ fate 


baal 
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{tate of thefe precipitations is alfo 
owing to the fame caufe. 

The diftilled water recommend- 
ed bythe London college is certain- 
ly preferable to common fountain 
water; the purity of which can 
tarely be depended upon. 

Lime-water has been thought of 
great fervice in fcrophulous com- 
plaints; but perhaps on no very 
good foundation. It has alfo been 
ufed both internally and externally 
for various affections of the fkin. It 
feems to be very confiderably a- 
ftringent, and has been ufeful in 
fome kinds of alvine fluxes, in dia- 
betes, leucorrhoea, and in fundry 
other diforders proceeding frem a 
laxity or debility of the folids. 

Its more common ufe is in af- 
fedtions of the ftomach accompanied 
with acidity and flatulence. For 
which laft complaint, the mild, or 
aérated earths, are lefs proper on 
account of the feparation of air on 
their meeting with an acid in the 
ftomach. Lime-water is alfo ca- 
pable of diffolving mucus; and may 
therefore be ufed where a redun- 
dance of the inteftinal mucus affords 
a nidus for worms, or gives rife to 
other complaints. It has alfo been 
found, that lime-water injected in- 
to the anus immediately kills afca- 
rides. The lithontriptic powers of 
lime-water feem at prefent to be 
‘mach doubted. Lime-water is gi- 
‘ven in dofes proportioned to the na- 
ture of the complaints; in fome ca- 
fes, asin diabetes it may be yiven 
in divided portions to the extent of 
two quarts a-day. It isufed exter- 

nally for wafhing what are called 
foul or ill-conditioned ulcers + it is 
alfo injected into the vagina and o- 
ther parts affected with preternatu- 
ral difcharges from laxity. 

The ufe of lime-water in fcurvy 

very doubtful. , 
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ACETUM SCILL&A, 
! Lond. 
Vinegar of fguills. 
Take of geal fs 
Squills, frefh dried, one pound ; 
Vinegar, fix pints ; 
Proof-tpirit, half a pint. 


Macerate the fquills in the vinegar, 


with a gentle heat, in a glafs 
veffel, for four-and-twenty hours ; 
then prefs out the liquor, and fet 
it by that the feces may fubfide; 
laftly, pour off the liquor, and 
add to it the fpirit. 


ACETUM SCILLITICUM. 
2 Edinb. 
Squill vinegar. 
Take of : : re] 
Dried root of fquills, two oun- 
ces ; a" 
Diftilled vinegar, two pounds and 
a half 3 } 
Rectified fpiric of wine, three 
ounces. ; 
Macerate the fquills with the vine- 
gar eight days; then prefs out 
the vinegar, to which add the 
fpirit; and when the feces have 
{ubfided, pour out the clear li- 
quor. ; 


Vinecar of fquillsisa medicine 


of great antiquity; we find in a 
treatife attributed to Galen, an ac- 


count of its preparation, and of 
many particular virtues then af- 
cribed to it. It is a very powerful 


‘ftimulant, aperient, and whatiscall- 


ed an attenuant of tenacious juices: 
and hence is frequently ufed with 
great fuccefs, in diforders of the 
breaft, occafioned by a load of thick 
vifcid phlegm, and for promoting u- 
rine in hydropic cafes. The dofe 


of this medicine is from a dram to: 


half an ounce: where crudities a- 
bound i 
be given at firit in a large dofe, to 
evacuaté them by vomiting. It is 

li 2 moit 


the firft paffages, it may 
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moft conveniently exhibited along 
with cinnamon, or other agreeable 
aromatic waters, which prevent the 
naufea it would otherwife, even in 
{mall dofes, be apt to occafion, 


ACETUM AROMATICUM. 
Suec. 
| Aromatic vinegar. 
Take of . 
Tops of Rofemary, 
Leaves of faye, each four oun- 
CES 5 
Flowers of Javender, two ounces ; 
Cloves, two drams; 
Vinegar, eight pounds. 
Macerate for four hours, exprefs the 
figuer and ftrain it. 


Tus may be confidered as ane- 


legant improvement of what had 
formerly a place in. the foreign 
pharmacopocias, under the title of 
Acetum prophylatticum, which con- 
tained not only the prefent articles, 
but alfo a confufed farrago of o- 
thers, as wormwood, rue, garlic, 
ciunainon, &c. 

It is faid, thar during the plague 
at Marfeilles, four perfons, by the 
ufe of the acetum prophylacticum as 


a prefervative, attended. unhurt, ... 


multitudes of thofe who were infect- 
ed; that under colour of thofe fer- 
vices, they robbed both the fick and 
the dead; and that one of them be- 
ing afterwards apprehended, faved 
himfelf from the gallows by: difcos 
vering the remedy, The prepara- 
tion was hence called Vinaigre des 
gece voleurs ; *§ The vinegar of 
<<-the four thicves.”? It is not to 
be doubted, that vinegar impreg- 
nated with dntifeptic vegetables, 
will contribute greatly to pre- 
vent the effects of contagious air. 
And in the prefent acetum aroma- 
ticum, we have a ftronger and bet- 
ter impregnation, than from the 
numerous articles which were be- 
fore employed. Weare far, how- 
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ever, from imaging that it ‘will 
be able to counteract the contagion 
of the plague: but it may on diffe- 
rent occafions be more powerful 
than vinegar in its fimple ttate, for 


impregnating with antifeptic vapours 
the chambers of the fick. 


ACETUM ROSACEUM. 
Suee. 
Vinegar of rofes. 
Take of | bar ues oe 
The flowers of red rofes dried, 
any quantity; add to them 
twelve dimes their weight of 
_ Vinegar. 
Macerate for four dyas, and ftrain 
through paper. 


Tats has been chiefly made ufe 
of for embrocating, the head and 
temples i in fome kinds of headach, 


&c. in which it has. now and io 
been of fervice. 


Tt has alfo been 
ufed for certain cafes of ophthal- 
mia. But before it can be applied 
to the eyes, it will in general re- 
quire to be dilured with water. 


ACETUM LYTHARGYRI. 


Suec. 
Vi inegar of Yn Ree 
Take of - 3 2 ee 
Litharge, ‘triturated, half a pound; 


Vinegar, two pounds. 

Digeft them together frequently, 
ftirring the mixture with a wood- 
en rod, till the colour of blue 
paper be not changed by the vie 
negar ;  preferve for ufe the clear 
liquor which is above the. fedi- 
ment, 


Tuts liquor: is of the fame na- 


_ture with folutions of faccharum {a. 


or ceruffa acetata, as it is 
It is only ufed exter- 


turni, 
now called, : 


nally, againft cutaneous eruptions, 


rednels, inflammations, &c. But 
even in thefe cafes fome think it is 
not yoid of danger: and ir is al- 

| < ledged, 
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leged, chat ne are examples of i its 
continued ufe having occafioned 
fundry ill confequences. Of this, 
however, we are very doubtful. 
But by means of the cerufla acetata 
every putpofe to’ be anfwered by 
this may be- accomplithed. This 
liquor differs only in the propor- 
tions from the aqua lythargyri ace- 
tati of the London pharmacopoeia. 


ACETUM COLCHICI. 
Rofs. 
Vinegar 0 colchicum. 
Take of e fe 
The recent root of colchicum, 
cut into flices, one OunCE ; : 
Vinegar one pound. 
Macerate with a gentle ae for 
two days; then {train after flight 
expreflion. 


ALTHOUGH in our pharmaco- 
poeias a place be given to the oxy- 
mel and fyrup of colchicum, both 
of which are formed fromthe vine- 
war, yet the vinegar itfelf is not 
directed to be kept in its feparate 
ftate: Under this form however it 
may often be employed with advan- 

Ptape, 


INFUSUM KINKINA.. 
Suec. 
Infufion of Peruvian bark. 
‘Take of 
Peruvian bark, bruifed, an ounce 
and a half. — 
Spring water, boiling, a pound 
and a half. 
Digeft for two hours, fhaking the 
veffel frequently ; then {train the 
liquor with expreffion. 


Tue Preuvian bark, as we have 
already had occafion to obferve, 
gives out its medical Properties to 
water not lefs readily in the way of 
infufion than of decoétion. And 
in the former,the extractive matter 
is even more in a ftate of folution. 
An infufion, however, not only 
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more elegant, bat ftronger than the 
préefent, might be obtained, from 
employing cold water in place of 
boiling water, and from continue 
ing the maceration ‘fora greater 
length of time. But in whatever 
manner it be formed, an infufion 
will often fit upon the ftomach, 
when the bark either in fubftance 
or decoction cannot be retained, © 


AQUA PICEA. 
Tar-water. 
Take of 
Tar, two pounds; 
Water, one gallon; 
Stir them ftrongly together with a 
- wooden rod; and after ftanding 
to fettle for twelve hours, por 
off the water for ufe. 


TAR-WATER has lately been re- 
commended to the world asa cer- 
tain and fafe medicine in almoft all 
difeafes ; a flow yet effectual alrera- 
tive in cachexies, fcurvies, chloro- 
tic, hyfterical, hy pochondriacal,and 
other chronical complaints; and a 


fudden remedy in acute diftempers 


which demand immediate relief, as 
pleurifies, peripneumonies,the friall- 


- POx, and ali kinds of fevers in ge- 


neral. The medicine, though cer- 
tainly far inferior to the character 
that has been given of it, is doubt- 
Jefsin many cafes of confiderable u- 
tility : it fenfibly raifes the pulfe ; 3 
and occafions fume confiderable e- 
vacuation, generally by perfpiration 
or urine, though fometimes by ftool 
or vomit. Hence it is fuppofed to 
act by increafing the vis vite, and 
enabling nature to expel the morbi- 
fic humours. 

We fhall here infert, from the 
firft public recommender of this li- 
quor (Bifhop Berkley) » fome ob- 
fervations on the ‘manner of ufing 
it. “ Tar-water, when right, isnot 
“* paler thanFrench, nor deeper co- 
“< Joured than Spanifh white wine, 
«¢ and full as clear; if there be no 
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<< a fpirit very fenfibly perceived in 
<< drinking you may conclude the 
6¢ tar-water is not good. It may 
«¢ be drank either coldor warm. In 
“ colics, I take it to beft warm. 
** Astothe quantity, in common 
“¢ chronical indifpofitions, a pint 
<¢ a-day may fuffice, taken on an 
«“ empty ftomach, at two or four 
“‘ times, to wit, night or morn- 
¢¢ ing, and about two hours after 
«< dinner and breakfaft: more may 
<< be taken by ftronger ftomachs. 
<¢ But thefe wholabour under great 
““ and inveterate maladies, muft 
«¢ drink a greater quantity, at leaft 
€¢ a quart every twenty-four hours. 
«<All of this clafs muft have much 
<< patience and perfeverance in the 
«¢ ufe of this, as well as of all other 
<< medicines, which, though fure, 
«¢ muft yet in the nature of things 
<< be flow in the cure of inveterate 
¢¢ chronical diforders. In acute ca- 
<< fes, fevers of all kinds, it muft 
“¢ be drank in bed, warm, and in 
«¢ sreat quantity (the fever ftill en- 
€¢ abling the patient to drink ),per- 
<< haps a pint every hour, which I 
€¢ have known to work farprifing 
<< cures. But it works fo quick, 
«¢ and gives fuch fpirits, that the 
<¢ patients often think themfelves 
“< cured before the fever has quite 
deft them. : 
Norwithftanding thefe encomi- 


ums, tar-water feems to be faft lo- 


fing its reputation. It is not pro- 
bable that water can take up any of 
the more active principles of the 


tar; and it would perhaps be more 


convenient to feparate its acid by 
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diftillation, and mix it with waterr 
occafionally: for it is pretty cer-- 
tain that the water can only take: 
up the acid of the tar, perhaps: 
charged with a very {mall quantityy 
of oily matter in the itate of an acid! 
foap. | 


DECOCTUM CATECHU. 
Gen. 
s Decodtion of catechu. 
Take of 
Catechu, three drams ; 
Spring-water, two pounds. 
Boil it to one pound ; and add tes 
the ftrained liquor. 
Syrup of quinces, three ounces. 


Tuts decoction may be confider-- 
ed as nearly fimilar to the deco@um 
japonicum, and decoctum terre ja-- 
ponice of the former editions of ourt 
pharmacopoeia: and like thefe itt 
will be found a very agreeable and| 


‘ufeful medicine in fluxes that are: 


not critical or fymptomatic, and in: 
a weaklax fiate of the inteftines. A 
fpoonful or two may be taken every; 
hour, or oftener: thus managed, it! 
produces much berter effects than ift 
larger dofes are given at once. But! 
for extracting the powers of the ca-. 
techu, boiling is not requifite. By? 
fimple infufion in warm water, all! 
its active parts are readily and com-. 
pletely diffolved. It may in this: 
manner alfo be readily united with: 
cinnamon or other aromatics. And! 
an infufum japonicum is, we think, 
a formula juftly entitled to a place: 
in our pharmacopoeias. 
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MEDICATED WINES. 


T HE original intention of medi- 
‘cated wines was, that medi- 
cines which were to be continued 
for a length of time, might be ta- 
ken in the moft familiar and agree- 
able form; by this means a courfe 


of remedies was complied with, 


notwithftanding the repugnance and 
averfion which the fick often ma- 
nifeft to thofe directly furnifhed 
from the fhops; and hence the in- 
ferior fort of people had their me- 
dicated ales. Neverthelefs, as vi- 


nous liquors excellently extract the 


virtues of feveral fimples, and are 
not ill fitted for keeping, they have 
been employed as officinal menftrna 
alfo; and fubftances of the greateft 
efficacy are trufted in thisform. As 
compounds of water and inflamma- 
ble fpirit, they take up fuch parts 
of vegetables and animals as are 
foluble in thofe liquors, though 
moft of them abound at the fame 
time with a mucilaginous or vifcous 
fubftance, which renders them lefs 
effectual menftrua than purer mix- 
tures of water and fpirit. They 
contain likewife a moft fubtle acid, 
which fomewhat further obftructs 
their action on certain vegetable and 
animal matters; but enables them, 
in proportion to its quantity, to dif- 
folve fome bodies of the metallic 


kind, and thus impregnate theme 


felves with the corroborating virtues | 


of fteel, the alterative and emetic 


powers of antimony, and the noxious - 


qualities of lead. 

To all the medicated wines, after 
they have been ftrained, you may 
add about one-twentieth their quan- 
tity of proof fpirit, to preferve them 
from fermentation. They may be 
conveniently kept in the fame kind 
of glafs bottles that wines generally 
are for common ufes, which fhould 
likewife be corked with the fame 
care. eae 


VINUM ALOES. 
Lond. 

Wine of aloes. 

Take of 
Socotorine aloes, eight ounces; 
White canella, commonly called 

Winter’s bark, two ounces; 

Spanith white-wine, fix pints; 


Proof-fpirit of wine, two pints. — 


Powder the aloes and white canella 
feparately ; when mixed, pour 


on them the wine: afterwards © 
digeft for fourteen davs, now — 


and them fhaking them; laftly, 
{train. na 
Ie will not be amifs to mix white 
' fand, cleanfed from impurities, 
with the powder, in order to 
Li 4 pre- 
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vent the moiftened aloes from 
getting into lumps. 


VINUM ALOETICUM, 
TINCTURA SACRA. 
Edinb. : 
Aloetic wine, or Sacred tindure. 
Take of 
Socotorine aloes, one ounce ; 
Leffer cardamom feeds, 
Ginger, each one dram; 
Spanifh white wine, two pounds. 
Digeft for feven days, ftirring now 
and then, and.afterwards ftrain. 


vulgo 


Tuts medicine has long been in 
great efteem, not only as a cathar- 
tic, but likewife as a ftimulus; the 
wine diffolving all that part of the 
aloes in which thefe qualities refide, 
a portion only of the lefs active re- 
finous matrer being left. The aro- 
matic ingredients are added to warm 
the medicine, and fomewhat alle- 
viate the ill flavour of the aloes: ca- 
nella alba, or cloves, are faid, a- 
mong numerous materials that have 
been made trial of, to anfwer this 
end the moft fuccefsfully ; hence 
the introduGtion of the former of 
thefe into the formula of. the Lon- 
don college. 

The tindtura facra appears from 
long experience to be a medicine of 
excellent fervice in languid, phleg- 
matic habits, not only for cleanfing 
the primz viz, but likewife for fti- 
mulating the folids, warming the 
habit, promoting or, exciting the u- 
_ terine purgations, and the heemor- 
rhoidal flux. The dofe, as a purga- 
tive, is from one to two ounces, or 
more. Jt may be introduced into 
the habit, fo as to be produétive of 
excellent effects as an alterant, by 
giving it in fmall dofes, at proper 
mtervals: thusmanaged, it does not 
for a confiderable time operate re- 
markably by ftool; but at length 
proves purgative, and occafions a 
Jax habit of much longer continu- 
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ance than that produced by the o= 
ther common cathartics. 


VINUM AMARUM. 
Bdigb. > 
Bitter wine. 

Take of : 

Root of gentian, half an ounce s 

Peruvian bark, once ounce; 

Seville orange-peel, dried, two 
drams; 

Canella alba, one dram; 

Proof-fpirit, four ounces; 

Spanifh white-wine, two pounds. 
andahalf. — 

Firft pour on the fpirit, and after 
twenty-four hours add the wine; 
then macerate for three days, and 
ftrain. 


Turs wine is mtended to fupply 
the place of the Tindtura ad ftoma- 
chicos, as it was formerly called. 
The wine is a menftruum fully ca- 
pable of extraéting the active powers 
of the different ingredients; and it 
fupplies us with a very ufeful and 
elegant ftomachic medicine, an- 
{wering the purpofes intended much 
better than the celebrated elixir of 
Van Helmont, and other unche- 
mica] and uncertain preparations, 
which had formerly a place in our 
pharmacopoeias. 


VINUM ANTIMONIIL. 
Lond. 
Wine of antimony. 
Take of 
Vitrified antimony, powdered, 
one ounce 5. 
Spanifh white-wine, a pint and 
eh balk 
Digeft for twelve days, frequently 
fhaking the veflel, and filtre the 
wine through paper. 


VINUM ANTIMONALE.: 
Edinb. m 
Antimonial wine 


Take 
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Take of 
~Glafs of antimony, finely pow- 
dered, one.ounce ; 

Spanith white-wine, fifteen ounces. 

Macerate for three days, flirring 
them now and, then, and after-. 
wards ftrain the liquor through 
paper. 


However carefully the fettling 
and decantation are performed, the 
filtration of the wine through, paper 
appears tobe neceffary, left fome 
of the finer parts of the glafs thould 
chance to remain fufpended in fub- 
ftance. Itis not here, as in moft 
other wines and tinctures, where the 
matter left undiflolved by the men- 
ftruum is of little confequence: the 
antimonial glafs, after the action of 
the wine, continues as virulent as 
ever, and capable of impregnating 
freth parcels of the liquor as ftrong- 
ly as the firft, and this, in appear- 
ance, inexhauftibly. After thirty 
repeated infutions, it has been found 
fearce fenfibly diminifhedin weight. 

_ Theantimonial wine poffefles the 


‘whole virtues of that mineral, and 


may be fo dofed and managed as to 
perform all that can be effected by 
any antimonial preparation; with 
this advantage, that as the active 
part of the antimony is here already 
diffolved and rendered mifcible with 
the animal fluids, its operation is 
more certain. Given from ten to 
fifty or fixty drops, it acts generally 
as an alterativeand diaphoretic ; in 
larger dofes, asa diuretic and ca- 
thartic ; whilft three or four drams 
prove for the moft part violently e- 
metic. It has been chiefly ufed with 
this laft intention, in fome maniacal 
and apopleétic cafes ; and hence it 
gained the name of emetic wine. 
The quantity of the reguline part 
muft, however, vary according tothe 
proportions of the acid matter in 
different wines, and the operation 


Medicated Wines. 5 


of themedicine muft be thereby lefs 
certain in degree ; the vitrum is 
preferable to the crocus for making 
this preparation. Sce the difference 
preparations of ANTIMONY . 


VINUM ANTIMONII TAR- 
TARISATI. 
Lond. 
Wine of tartarifed antimony. 
Take of | 
Tartarifed antimony, two feru- 
les ¢- . 
Boiling diftilled water, two oun- 
Ces ; 
Spanifh white wine, eight oun- 
Ces." 3 | 
Diflolve the tartarifed antimony in 
the boiling diftilled water, and 
add to it the wine, — 


VINUM e TARTARO ANTI- 


MONIALI. 
Edinb. 
_ Wine of antimonial tartar. 
Take of 


Antimonial, commonly called E- 
metic tartar, twenty-four grains; 
and diffolve it im a pound of Spa- 
nith white-wine. 


WaTERy folutions of emetic tars 
tar, on ftanding, precipitate a part 
which is lefs completely in a faline 
{tate ; by this means, and efpecially 
if the folution be not thaken before 
ufing it, the dofe of that medicine 
is fomewhat ambiguous : in the a- 
bove formula, the acid matter of 
the wine increafes the faline ftate of 
the antimony, and therefore its fo- 
lubility, whereby the operation of 
the medicine is morecertain, and in 
many cafes more powerful. From 
the certainty of its effects, this pre- 
paration might be very convenient 
in large hotpitals or armies, where 
great numbersof the fick, and inac- 
curate nurfing, frequently impofe an 
uncertain or dangerous practice. : : 

i 
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In the formula employed by the 
Edinburgh college, each ounce of 
the wine contains two grains of the 
tartarized antimony ; but in that of 
the London college, each ounce of 
the menf{truum contains four grains: 
hence, while an ounce of the one 


may be employed for exciting full 


vomiting, the fame quantity of the 
other would be too ftrong a dofe. 
It is much to be regretted, that in 
articles of this active nature, the 
proportions employed by the two 
colleges fhould differ fo confidera- 
bly ; and it would perhaps have 
been better, had the London col- 
lege adopted the proportions em- 
ployed by that of Edinburgh, as 
they have followed them in adop- 
ting this formula. 


VINUM FERRI. 
Loud. 

_.. Wine of iron. 

Take of | - 
Filings of iron, four ounces ; 
Spanifh white wine, four pints. 

Digeft for a month, often fhaking 
the veffel, and then ftrain. 


Tris formula of the London 
pharmacopoeia is now not ofly fim- 
plified, but improved, when com- 
pared with their former vinum 
chalybeatum: for the cinnamon and 
other articles which were then 
conjoined with the iron, were cer- 
tainly rather prejudicial than other- 
wife: but at the fame time, Rhe- 
nifh wine, formerly employed, is 
perhaps to be confidered as a_bet- 
ter meaftruum than the Spanifh 
wine now directed. Ir may ftill, 
however, be juftly confidered as a 
good chalybeate ; and we think the 
Edinbuarch college have done wrong 
in rejecting the formula from their 
pharmacopoeia. 

By the London college it. was 
formerly prepared by marceration, 
without heat; now, however, they 
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direct digeftion for the {pace of a 
month. Some have objected to the 
ufe of heat, that it impregnated the 
wine more ftrongly withthe metal, 
and thus rendered it more unplea- 
fant to the tafte: butif this was 
the only inconvenience, the remedy 
would be eafy, diluting it with more 
wine. _ Heat has another effect, 
much lefs defirable, and which art 
cannot remedy ; making a difa- 
greeable alteration in the quality of 
the wine itfelf: hence it is necef- 
fary that it fhould be very mode- 
rate. 

Steel wine is a very ufeful prepa- 
ration of this metal, and frequently 
exhibited in chlorotic and other 
indifpofitions where chalybeates are 
proper. Boerhaave recommends it 
as one of the nobieft medicines he 
was acquainted with, for promoting 
that power in the body by which 
blood is made, when weakened by a 
bare debility of the over-relaxed fo- 
lids, and an indolent, cold, aqueous 
indifpofition of the juices: for in 
this cafe, fays he, no virtue of any 
vegetable or animal fubftance, no 
diet, nor regimen, can effect that 
which is effected by iron: but it 
proves hurtful where the vital powers 


-are already too ftrong, whether this 


proceeds from the fluids or the fo- 
lids. The dofe is froma dram to 
half an. ounce; which may be re- 
peated two or three times a-day. _ 
Some direct folutions of iron, 
made in wine or other vegetable a- 
cids, to be evaporated to the confift- 
ence of an extract, under the title of 
Extrractum martTis. Thefe pre- 
parations have no advantage, in 
point of virtue, above the common 
chalybeates; though in fome forms, 
that of pills in particular, they may 
be rather more commodioufly exhi- 
bited than moft of the officinal cha- 
lybeates of equal efficacy. ‘They 
may be made into pills by them- 
felves, and are tenacious enough to 
reduce 
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reduce other fubftances into that 
form. 


VINUM IPECACUANH. 
: Lond. . 

: Wine of ipecacuanha. 
Take of | 

The root of ipecacuanha, bruif- 

ed, two ounces ; 

Spanifh white wine, two pints. 

Digeft for ten days, and ftrain. 


VINUM, vulgo TINCTURA 
IPECACUANHA. 
Edinb. 
Wine, ox Tinéture of ipecacuanha. 
Take of 
Ipecacuanha, in powder, one 
ounce ; 
Spanifh white wine, fifteen oun- 
ces, 
After three days maceration, letthe 
tincture be filtrated for ufe. 


Boru thefe winesare very mild 


and fafe emetics, and equally fer- — 


viceable, in dyfenteries alfo, with 
the ipecacuanha in fubftance; this 
root yielding nearly all its virtues 
to the Spanifh white wine, here or- 
dered, as it does a good fhare of 
them even to aqueous liquors. The 
common dofe is an ounce, more or 
Jefs, according to the age and 
ftrength of the patient. Thecollege 
of Edinburgh added formerly a 
Scruple of cochineal, which imparts 
a fine red colour to the liquor: this 
article is now omitted, on a com- 
plaint, that the red colour of the 
matters evacuated, fometimes a- 
- Jarmed the patient, as if it proceed- 
ed from a difcharge of blood. 


VINUM MILLEPEDARUM. 
Edinb. | 
Wine of millepedes. 


- ‘Take of 
Live millepedes, bruifed, one | 


ounce; * ) 
Khenith wine, eight ounces. 
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Infufe them together for feven days, 
and afterwards prefs the liquor 
through a ftrainer. . 


Tuts wine has been commended 
as an admirable eleanfer of all the 
vifcera, yielding to nothing in the 
jaundice, and obftructions of the 
kidneys or urimary paflages, of ex- 
cellent fervice in almoft ali chroni- 
cal diftempers, even in f{crophulous 
and ftrumous f{wellings, and in de- 
fluxions of rheum upon the eyes. But 
thofe who expected thefe extraor- 
dinary virtues from it, have often 
been deceived ; and at prefent there 
are few who have any great depen- 
dence on it: and hence it is oimit- 
ted by the London college, proba- 
bly without any lofs. It is dire&t- 
ed to be given from half an ounce 
to two ounces. 


VINUM RHABARBARI. 





‘Take of 
Sliced rhubarb, two ounces and 
_ an half; ai 
Leffer cardamom-feeds, bruifed 
and hnfked, half an ounce ; 
Saffron, two drams ; 
Spanith white wine, two pints ; 
Proof-{pirit of wine, eight oun- 
ces. a 


Digeft for ten days, and ftrain. 


VINUM RHEI. 
Edinb. 
Rhubarb wine. 
Take of 
Rhubarb, two ounces ; 
Canella alba, one dram : 
Proof-f{pirit, two ounces ; 
Spanifh white wine, fifteen oun-: 
ces. Ae 
Macerate for feven days, and ftrain. 


By aflifting the folyent powet-of 
the menftruum, the proof-fpirit in 
the above formule is a very ufefal 

ade~ 
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addition. This is a warm, cor- 
dial, laxative medicine. It is ufed 
chiefly in weaknefs of the ftomach 
and bowels, and fome kinds of loofe- 
neffes, for evacuating the offending 
matter, and ftrengthening the tone 
of the vifcera. It may be given 


from half a fpoonful to three or 
four fpoonfuls or more, according 


to the circuinftances of the diforder, 
and the purpofes it is intended to 
-an{wer. 


VINUM NICOTIANA. 
Tobacco wine. 
ake of 
The dried leaves of the beft Vir- 
ginian tobacco, one ounce ; 
Spanifh white wine, one pound, 
Macerate for four days, and then 
 ftrain the liquor. . 


‘We have already, under the ar- 
ticle Nicotiana in the Materia 
- Medica, offered fome obfervations 
on its late introduction into prac- 
tice by Dr Fowler, as a very ufeful 
remedy in the cure of dropfies and 
dyfuries. From this treatife on that 
fubjec&t the prefent formula is ta- 
ken; and we may obferve, that 
while in practice we have frequent- 
ly experienced from the tobacco 
thofe good effects for which Dr 
Fowler recommends it, we are in- 
clined to give the prefent formula 
the preference to every other which 
he has propofed. It feems to ex- 
tract more fully the adtive princi- 
ples of the tobacco than either wa- 
ter or fpirit taken feparately. 


VINUM SCILLITICUM. 
Suec. 
Sguill wine, — 
Take of | | 
Dried {quills, fliced, one ounce ; 
Ginger, one dram; 
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French white wine, two pounds. 
Macerate for three days, and then 
ftrain. 


By the wine employed as a men- 
ftruum, the active properties of the 
{quills may be readily extradted ; 
and in fome cafes at leaft the pre- 
fent formula may juftly be confider- | 
ed as intitled to a preference over 
either the acetam or oxyimel fcille, 
which have a place in our pharma- 
copogias. The ginger here added 
to the {quills operates as an ufeful 
corrigent ; and on this account the 
prefent formula is preferable to the 
vinum fcilliticum of fome other 
pharmacopoeias, where the {quills 
alone are ufed: For it is chiefly 
wfed in thofe cafes where it is in- 
tended that the fquills fhould exert 
their effects, not on the alimentary 
canal, but on the kidneys or other 
excretions. 


VINUM ZEDORARI-. 
Dan. 
Zedoary wine. 
Take of 
The root of zedoary, gently 
bruifed, two pounds ; 
Spirit of wine, eight pounds. 
Letthem be macerated for a month ; 
‘then add. we 
Spring water, eight pounds. 
Diftil from thence twelve pounds. _ 


TuovcGn this formula has the 
name of a wine, yet it is in reality 
a diftilled fpirit, nothing frem the 
zedoary but a portion of its effen- 
tial oi] being united with the ardent 
fpirit: and we are inclined tothink; 
that the active powers of this ar- 
ticle, both as depending on aroma 
and bitternefs, might be better ob- 
tained by a fimple infufion in Spa-_ 
nifh white-wine. 
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EcTIFIED fitit of wine is the 
R dire& menftraum of the re- 
fins and effential oils of vegetables, 
‘and’ totally extraéts thefe ‘active 
principles from fundry vegetable 
Matters, which yield them to water 
either not at all, or only in part. 
Tt diffolves likewife the fweet fac- 
charine matter of vegetables; and 
generally thofe parts of animal bo- 
dies, in which their peculiar fmell 
and tafte refide. 

The virtues of many vegetables 
are extracted almoft equally by wa- 
ter and rectified f{pirit; but in the 
watery and fpirituous tinctures of 
them there is this difference, that 
the active parts in the watery ex- 
tractions are blended with a large 
proportion of inert gammy matter, 
on which their folubility in this 
menftruum in great meafure de- 
pends, while rectified fpirit extracts 
them almoft pure from gum. Hence, 

when the fpirituous tinctures are 
mixed with watery liquors, a part‘of 
| what the fpirit had taken up from 
the fubje& generally feparates and 
fubfides, on account of its having 
‘been freed from that matter which, 
being blended with it in the origi- 
nal vegetable, made it foluble in 
water. This, however, is not uni- 
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verfal; for the adtive parts of fome 
vegetables, when extracted by rec- 
tified fpirit, are not precipitated by 
water, being almoft eas diffolu- 
ble in both menftrua. 

Reéttified fpirit may be tinged by 
vegetables of all colours, except: 
blue: the leaves of plants in gene- 
ral, which give out but little of their 
natural colour to watery liquors, 
communicate to fpirit the whole of 
their green tin@ture, which for the 


moft part proves elegant, though 


not very durable.. 
‘Fixed alkaline falts deepen the 
colour of fpirituous tinctures ; and 


hence have been fuppofed to pro- — 
‘mote the diffolving power of the 
menftruum, though this does not ap- 
pear from experience: in the trials 


that have been made to determine 
this affair, no more was found to be 
taken up in the deep-¢oloured tinc- 
tures than in the paler ones, and 
often not fo much; if the alkali be 
added after the extraction of the 
tincture, it will heighten the co- 
lour as much as when mixed with 
the ingredients at firft. Nor isthe 
addition of thefe falts in ‘making 
tinctures, ufelefs only, but hkewife 
prejudicial, as they in general injure 
the flavour of aromatics, and fu- 
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peradd a quality, fometimes con- 
trary tothe intention of the medi- 
cine. Volatile alkaline falts, in 
many cafes promote the action 
of the fpirits. Acids generally 
weaken it; unlefs when the acid 
has been previoufly combined with 
the vinous fpirit inte a compound 


of new qualities, called dulcified 


| fpirit. 
-TINCTURA ABSINTHII. 
Edinb. 
Tindure of wormwood. 


Take of | 


the flowering tops of worm- 


wood, properly dried, four 
ounces ; 
Reétified fpirit of wine, two 
pounds; 
Macerate for two.days; then prefs 
out the fpirit, and pour it up- 
on, , ioe 
Of wormwood, two ounces. 
Macerate again for four days ; then 
prefs the tincture through acloth, 
and afterwards ftrain it through 


paper. 


Be 
THE aromatic parts of worm- 
wood are more efpecially found in 
the flowering tops, and its bitter- 
nefs in the leaves: but as the latter 
are replete with a mucilaginous mat- 
ter, which might impede the action 


of the menftruum on the aromatic _ 


parts in this very elegant formula, 
the flowering tops are infufed firft, 
and their tinéture’made to extract 
the bitter parts of the leaves and 
ftalks. This preparation may there- 
fore be confidered ascontaining the 
whole virtues of the plant. 

In the tincture of wormwood 
we have one of the ftrongeft of the 
vegetable bitters. It is fometimes 
ufed as an anthelmintic, and ftill 
more frequently in ftomach  ail- 


ments: Bnt to moft people itisa — 


wery difagreeable medicine. 
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TINCTURA ALOES, 
Lond. 
Tincture of aloes. 
Take of | 
Socotorine aloes, powdered, half 
an ounce ; 
Extract of liquorice, an ounce 
and an half; 
Diftilled water, 
Proof-fpirit of wine, of each 
eight ounces. 
Digeft in a fand-bath, now and then 
fhaking the veffel, until the ex- 
tract be diifolved, and then ftrain. 


In this fimple tinGure, all the 
active parts of the aloes, whether 
of agummy or refinous nature, are 
fufpended in the menftruum. The 
extract of liquorice ferves both to 
promote the fufpenfion and to co- 
ver the tafte of the aloes; and in 
thefe cafes where we with for the 
operation of the aloes alone, with- 
out the aid either of the adjuvans or 
corrigens, this is perhaps one of the 
beft formule: under which they can 
be exhibited ina fluid ftate. . 


TINCTURA ALOES COMPO- 
SITA. 
Lond. 
Compound tingture of aloes. 
Take of _ 
Tinéture of myrrh, two pints; 
Saffron, 
Socotorine aloes, of each three 
OunCES. 


Digett for eight days, and ftrain. 


ELIXIR ALOES, vualgo PRO- 
PRIETATIS. 
Edinb. 
Elixir of aloes, commonly called 
Elixir proprictatis. 

Take of. | 
Myrrh, in powder, two ounces; 
Socotorine aloes, an ounce anda 
half; ea 
; Englifh 
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Englith faffron, one ounce ;. 
Reétified fpirit of wine, 
Proof-fpirit, of each one pound. 

Digeft the myrrh with the fpirit for 
the {pace of four days; then add 
the aloes in powder, and the faf- 
fron: continue the digeftion, for 
two days longer, fuffer the feces 
to fubfide, and pour of the clear 
elixir. 


- ‘THEsE two formule, though the 
mode of preparation be fomewhat 
varied, donot materially differ from 
_¢ach other; and both may be con- 
fidered as being the elixir proprieta- 
tis of Paracelfus, improved with re- 
gard to the manner of preparation. 
‘The myrrh, fafforn, and aloes, have 
been ufually directed to b@idigefted 
in the fpirit together: by this me- 
thod the menftruum foon Joads it- 
felf with the laiter, fo as {carce to 
take up any of the myrrh ; whilfta 
tincture extracted firft from the 
myrrh, readily diffolves a large 
quantity of the others. The alka- 
line falt, commonly ordered in thefe 
preparations with a view to promote 
the diffolution of the myrrh, we 
have already obferved to be ufelefs ; 
and accordingly it is now omitted. 
Inftead of employing the redtified 
{pirit alone, the Edinburgh college 
have ufed an equal proportion of 
proof-fpirit, which is not only a 
‘more complete menftruum, but 
-alfo. renders the medicine lefs heat- 
‘ing. : 
: This medicine. is highly recom- 
‘mended, and not undefervedly, asa 
‘warm ftimulant and aperient. It 
‘ftrengthens the ftomach and other 
vifcera, cleanfes the firft paffages 
from tenacious phlegm, and pro- 
‘motes the natural fecretions in ye- 
‘Neral, Its continued ufe has fre- 
quently done much fervice in cahec- 
‘vic and itteric cafes, uterine ob- 
(eee and other fimilar difor- 


ers; and particularly in cold, pale, 


| 
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* 


sit 
phlegmatic habits. Where the pa- 


tient is ofa hot, bilious conftitution, 
and florid complexion, this warm 
ftimulating medicine is lefs proper, 
and fometimes prejudicial. The 
dofe may be from twenty drops to 
a tea-{poonful or more, two or 
three times a-day, according to the 
purpofes which it is intended to 
an{wer. 


ELIXIR ALOES five PRO- 
PRIETATIS VITRIOLI- 
CUM. 

Edinb, 

Vitriolic elixir of aloes or Proprie- 

tatis. 

Take of 
Myrrh, 

Socotorine aloes, of eachan ounce — 
and a half; 

Englifh faffron, one ounce ; 

Dulcified fpirit of vitriol, one 
~ pound. 

Digeit the myrrh with the fpirit for 
four days, in a clofe veffel; then — 
add the faffron and aloes. 

Digeft again four days; and when 

the feceshave fubfided, pour out. 

the elixir. ) 


Tue Edinbargh College have 
reformed this preparation confider- 
ably ; and efpecially by directing 
the myrrh to be digefted firft, for 
the fame reafons as were obferved 
on the preceding article. Here 
the dulcified fpirit of vitriol is very 
judicioufly fubftituted to the fpirit 
of fulphur, ordered in other books 
of pharmacy to be added to the fore- ° 
going preparation: for that ftrong 
acid precipitates from the liquor 
great part of what it had before ta- 
ken up from the other ingredients ; 
whereas, when the acid is previoufly 
combined with the vinous fpirit,and 
thereby dulcified, as it is called, it 
does not impede its diffolving power. 
This elixir poffeflesthe general vir- 
tues of the preceding, and is, in 

virtue 
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virtue of the menftruum, preferred 


to it in hot conftitutions, and weak- * 


neffes of the {tomach. 


TINCTURA AROMATICA. 
og Dea. 
Aromatic tincture. 
Take of 
Cinnamon, fix drams ; 


‘Leffer cardamom-feeds, one 
ounce ; 

Garden-angelica root, three 
drams ; 


Long-pepper, two drams; 
® Proof-{pirit, two pounds anda 
half. 
Macerate for eon days, and filtre 
the tincture. 


Tunis preparation is improved 
from the preceding editions by the 
omiffion of fome articles, either fu- 
perfluous or foreign to the inten- 
tion; galangal, gentian, zedoary, 
bay-berries, and calamus aromati- 
cus. As now reformed, it is a fuf- 
ficiently elegant warm aromatic. 

This very warm aromatic is 
too hot tobe given without dilu- 
tion. A tea-{poonful or two may 
be taken in wine, or any other con- 
venient vehicle, in languors, weak- 
nefs of the ftomach, flatulencies, 
and other fimilar complaints ; and 
in thefe cafes it is often employed 
with se 


TINCTURA ASH FOETIDE 
Loud. 
Tintture of afafetida. 
‘Take of yale 
Afafoetida, four ounces ; 
Rectified fpirit of wine, two 
pints, 
Digeft with a gentle heat Aor fix 
days, and {train. 


TINCTURA FQ TIDA. 
Edinb. 
Fetid tinflure. 


‘Diger uatil thebalfam be di 
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Take of | 
Afafoétida, two ounces ; 
Vinous fpirit of fal smmoniac, 
. one pound. 3 

Macerate for fix daysina clofe fhut 
veflel, and train. 


Or thefe two formule, the laft 


is perhaps moft generally ufeful: 


The vinous fpirit of fal ammoniae 
is not only a more powerful men- 
ftrnum than the rectified fpirit of! 
wine, but alfo coincides with the: 
general virtues of the remedy. 

This tinéture poffefles the virtues: 
of the afatoctida itfelf ; and may be: 
given from ten drops to fifty or fix-. 
ty. It was firft propofed to be made: 
with ae this diffolves: 
more of the afafoctida than a recti-: 
fied one; but the tinéture proves; 
turbid; and therefore rectified {pi-- 
rit, which extracts a tranfparent one,, 
is very juftly preferred where ar-. 
dent fpirit is to be employed: and! 
with this menftruum we can at leaft! 
exhibit the afafoetida ina liquid! 
form to greater extent. 


TINCTURA BALSAMI PE- 
| RUVIANI 
Lond. : 
#8 indture of balfam of Peru. 
Take of : 
Balfam of Peru, four ounces ; 
Rectified fpirit of wine, one: 
pint. 





Tne whole of the Peravian nna 
fam is diffolved by fpirit of wine :: 
this therefore may be ‘confidered. ass 
a good method of freeing it from) 
its impurities ; while at the fame: 
time it is thus reduced toa ftater 
under which it may be readily ex-- 
hibited : but at prefent it is veryy 


Jittle employed, unlefs in compofi-- 
tion, either under this or any other! 


form. — 
TING 


Chap. ar. 


TINCTURA BALSAMI TO- 
LUTANI.. 
Lond: 
Pintture of balfam of Tolit. 
Take of. 
Balfam of Tolu, ome ounce’ and 
an-half 43% 
Rectified © {pirit of © wine, 
pint. - 
Digett until the balfam bedifbtved,: 
and ‘ftrain. 


TINCTURA TGLUTANA: 
Edinb. 
TinGure of balfam: “of Tela 
ee of 
alfam of Tolu, ar outice and a 
* “half : 


Re aified {pirit: of wine, one- 
, te 


| 


- pound. 
Digeft until the balfam be diffolved; 
aid then {train ‘the tincture.” 





: ‘Turs folution of balfam of Tola 
ipoflefies all the virtnes'of the bal- 


dam itfelf. It may be taken inter- 


| Tinklures: 


one ~ 


BALSAMUM. TRAUMATI- 
| CUM. | 


Edinb. 
Traumatic balfans. 
Take of: 
Ben zoitle, thfe€ ounces : 
Balfam of Peru, two Ounces ; 
Hepatic aloes, half am ounce 3 
Reétiied™ fpirit of” wine, twa 
pounds. 


; Digeft them in'a fand-heat, for the 


mally, with the feveral- intentions 


for which that valuable balfam is 
proper, tothe quantity of a-tea- 
Fpoonful or two, in any, convenient 
wehicle. Mixed with the plain fy- 
rup of fugar, it forms an elegant 
pattarait fyrup. 


‘TINCTURA BENZOES COM- 

. POSIT A: 

Lond, 

| Compound tinfure of benzoine: 

ake of 

Benzoine; three ounces ; 

- Storax, ftrained, two ounces; 

Balfam of Tolu, one ounce; 

Socotorine aloes, half an ounce’; 

Rettified fpirit of wine, two 
pints. 

Digeft with a gentle heat for three 

| days, and ftrain. 






{pace of ten days, and then itrain 
the balfam.. 


ALTHOUGH rife London college 
have changed the haiie of this com« 
polition, yet they have made very 
little alteration on the formula ~ 
which; in their laft edition, had the 
name <i Traumatic ballam ; a name 
which it @ill retains in the Edin- 
burgh pharmacopoeia; and both may 


be confidered as - elewant contrac= — 


tions of fome very complicated com- 
pofitions, which were celebrated un-. 
der differentnames ; fuchas Beanmé 
de Commadear, Wade S balfam, 
Friar’s balfam; ‘Fefits dYops, &c. 
T hetey it. peneral, confifted of a 
confufed farrago of ‘difcordant fubs 
ftances... They, however, derived 
confiderable activity from ‘the bert 
zoine and aloes; and every thing 
to be expected ‘from them may 
readily be obtained fromthe prefent 
formule. 

The ‘compound tin@ure of bens 
zoine, or traumatic balfam, ftands 
highly: recommended, externally, 
for” cleanfing and healing wounds — 


and-ulcers, for difcufling cold tue 


mours, allaying gouty , rheumatic, “ed 
and’ other old pains ‘and aches; 
and“ likewife internally, 
warming .and ftrengthening rhe 
(tomach™ and: inteftines, expel~ 
ling flatulencies, and relieving co- 
licky coinplaints. Outwardly, it.is 
applied cold on the part with a fea- 
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ther ; inwardly, a few drops are ta- 
ken at atime, in wine or any other 
convenient vehicle. 


There is, however, reafon to” 


think that its virtues have been con- 
fiderably over-rated ; and at prefent 
it is inuch lefs employed than for- 
merly, recourfe being chiefly had to 


it, in cafes of recent wounds, with. 


the view of {topping hemorrhagies, 
and of promoting healing by the 
firft intention, as it is called. 


~TINCTURA CANTHARI- 
: DIS. 
Lond, 
Tincture of the Spanifh fly. 
Take of 
Bruifed cantharides, two drams ; 
Cochineal, powdered, half a dram; 
Proof-f{pirit of wine, one pint and 
an half. 
Digeft for eight days, and ftrain. 


Edin. 
Take of 
Cantharides, one dram; 
Proof-f{pirit, one pound. — 
Digeft for four days, and {train 
through paper. 


Tuese tinctures poifefs the 
whole virtues of the fly, andare the 
only preparations of it defigned for 
internal ufe ; tinctures being by far 
the moft commodious and fafe form 
forthe exhibition of this active drug. 
‘The two unctures are {carcely dif- 
ferent in virtue from each other, 
The cochineal is ufed only as a co- 
louring ingredient: the gum guaia- 
cum, camphor, and effential oil of 
juniper berries, which were former- 
ly added, however well adapted to 
the intentions of cure, could be of 


‘little confequence in a medicine li- 


nuited to fo fmall adofe. If any ad- 
ditional fubitances fhould be thought 
requifite for promoting the effect of 
the cantharides, whether as a diu- 


\ 
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retic, as a detergent in ulcerations 
of the urinary paflages, or as a {pe- 
cific reftringent of feminal pleets 
and the fluor albus, they are more 
advantageoufly joined exteinporane- 
oufly to the tincture, or interpofed 
by themfelves at proper. intervals. 
The ufual dofe of thefe tindures, 
is from ten to twenty drops; which 
may be taken ina glafs of water, or 
or any other more agreeable liquor, 
twice a-day ; and increafed by two 
or three drops ata time, according 
to the effed. 

The tincture of cantharides has 
of late been highly celebrated as a 
fuccefsful remedy in diabetic cafes; 
and in fome inftances of this kind, 
its ufe has been pufhed to a very 
confiderable extent, without giving 
rife to any ftrangurious affections :. 
But we have not found it produc- 
tive of a change for the better in 
any of thofe cafes of diabetes in 
which we have tried it. | 


TINCTURA CARDAMOMI, 
Lond. 
Tincture of cardamom. 
Take of 
Leffler cardamom feeds, hufked 
~ and bruifed, three ounces ; 
‘Proof-fpirit of Wine, two pints, 
Digeft for eight days, and ftrain. 


Edinb. 
Take of 
Leffer cardamom-feeds, fix oun- 
ces: 
Proof-fpirit, two pounds and a 
half, : 


Macerate. for eight days, and {train 
through paper. 


Tincture of cardamoms has 
been in ufe for a confiderable time. 
It is a pleafant, warm cordial ; and 
may be taken, along with any pro- 
per vehicle, froma dram to a {fpoon- 
ful or two. : 
: TINC- 


Chap. 21 
TINCTURA CARDAMOMI 
COMPOSITA. 

oo  Lopa. 
Compound tin@ure of cardamom. 
Take of 
Leffer cardamom-feeds, hufked, 
' Carraway-feeds, 
- Cochineal, each, pow ered, two 
drams ; " 
Cinnamon, 
ounce ; 
Raifins, ftoned, four ounces ; 
Proof-fpirit, two pints. 
Digeft for fourteen days, and ftrain. 





bite fat an 


Tarts tincture contains fofmalla 
proportion of cardamoms as to be 
hardly entitled to derive its name 
from that article; and from the 
large proportion of raifins which it 
contains, the influence of the aro- 
matics muft be almoft entirely pre- 
vented; while, at the fame time, 
from thefe it cannot be fuppofed to 
obtain any active impregnation, 


TINCTURA CASCARILL. 
Loud. 
Tintture of cafcarilla. 
Take of + , 
The bark of cafcarilla, powder- 
“ed, four ounces ; | 
Proof-f{pirit of wine, two pints. 
Digeft with a gentle heat for eight 
days, and ftrain. 


Proor-sprrit readily extracts 
the active powers of the cafcarilla ; 
and the tincture may be employed to 
anfwer moft of thofe purpofes for 
which thebark itfelf is recommend- 
ed: Butin the cure of intermit- 
tents, it in general requires to be 
exhibited i in fabftance. 


TINCTURA CASTOREI. 
Lond. 
Tindure of cafler. 
Take of zs 
Ruiia caftor, powdered. ‘two oun- 
etic 


Tinctures. 


3 
Proof-fpirit of wine, two pints. 
Digeft for two days, and ftrain, 


Edinb. 
Take of 

Rulfia caftor, an ounce and a 
half ; : 

Rectified fpirit of wine, one 
pound. 

Digeft them with a gentle heat 
for fix days, and afterwards 
{train off the liquor. 


Awalkaline falt was formerly ad- 
ded in this laft prefeription, which 
is here judicioully rejected, as being 
atleait an ufelefs, if not pr rejudical, 
ingredient. It has been difputed, 
whether a weak or rectified fpirit, 
and whether cold or warm digeftion.’ 
are preferable for making this tinc- 
ture. To determine this point, the 
following experiment has been 
mentioned. <‘* Some fine Sibera 
“¢ caftor having been infufedin good 
<< French brandy, without heat, for 
<¢ twenty days, thetincture proved 
<¢ very weak on the fame individu- 
“al caftor (the magma or refiduum 
<< of the former tincture) the fame 
“¢ quantity of rectified f{pirit was 
“<¢ poured as before of brandy ; and 
<¢ after a few hours warm digeftion 
‘> a tincture was extracted much 
“* ftronger than the other.”’ But 
thisexperiment is not fatisfactory ; : 
the effects of the two menftrua, and 
of heat, having been refpectively 
compared i in very different circum- 
{tances. 

From other trials, it appears, that 
caftor, macerated without heart, 
gives out its finer and moft grateful 
parts to either fpirit, moft perfectly 
to the rectified. ‘That heat enables 
both menftrua to extract ereateft 
part of its groffer and more > naufe- 
ous matter; and that proof-fpirit 
extracts this laft more readily than 
rectified. ae 
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The tincture of caftor is recom- 
mended in moft kinds of nervous 
complaints and hyfteric diforders : 
In the latter it fometimes does fer- 
vice, though many have complained 


of its proving ineffectual, The dofe 
is from twenty drops to forty, fifty, 
er more. 


TINCTURA CASTOREL 
COMPOSITA 
Edinb. 
Compound tindure af ee 

Take of...» 

Ruffia caftor, one ounce; * 

Afafoetida, half an, OUNCE ; 

Vinous {pirit of fal ammoiiac, 
one pound. 

Digeft for fix days in a clofe ftop- 
ped phial, frequently thaking the 
velfel ; and then ftrain the tinc- 
ture. 


Tis compofition is a medicine 
of real efficacy, particularly in hy- 
fterical diforders, and the feveral 
fymptoms which accompany them. 
The fpirit here ufed is an excellent 
menftruum, both for the caftor and 


the afafoctida, and greatly adds to. 


their vit tues, 


TINCTURA CATECHU. 
Lond. 
Tindure of catechu, 
Take of - : 
Catechu, three ounces ; 
Cinnamon, brnifed, EW, ounces 5 
Proof-fpirit of wine, two pints, 
Digeft for three days, and ftrain, 


TINCTURA JAPONICA, 
Eding. 
Japonic tinkures 
Take. of 
"Japan earth, three ounces ;, 
Cinnamon, two ounces ; | 
Proof -{pirit, two, pounds anda 
half. 
After digeftion for eight days, let 
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the tincture be paffed through a 


ftrainer. 


A tinéture of this kind, with the 
addition of Peruvian bark, amber-~ 
gris, and mufk, tothe inpredients 
above directed, was formerly kept 
in the fhops. “The tincture here 
, is preferable for general 
: where any other ingredients 
are required, tinétures of chem may 
be occafignally mixed. with this in 
extemporauecous prefcription, The 





cinnamon is a very ufeful addition 


to the catechu, not only as it 
warmsthe ftomach, &c. but likewife 
as it improyesthe roughnefs and.a- 
{tringency of the other. 


This tinGure is. of fervice in all 


kinds of defluxions, catarrhs, loofe- 


nefles, uterine fluors, and. other dif. 


orders, where mild aftringent medi. 
cinesare indicated. Twoorthree 
tea-fpoonfuls. may be. taken every 
now and then in red wine, or any 
other proper vehicle. 


TINCTURA CINNAMOMI. 
Lond. 
Tinélure of cinnamon. 

Take of 

Cinnamon, bruifed, one ounce 

and an half, 

Proof-f{pirit of wine, one, pint. 

Digeft for ten days, and ftrain. 


Edin, 
Take of : 
Cinnamon, three ounces, 
Proof- {pirit, two pounds anda 
Hale 
Macerate, ‘foe cight days, and. ftrain, 


Tre tincture of cinnamon poffef- 
fes the reftringent virtues of the 
cinnamog, as. well as its aromatic 
cordial ones ; and inthis refpeét it 
differs from, the diftilled. waters of 


that f a 


TINC- 


. 
| 
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Chap. 21. 
TINCTURA CINNAMOMI 
COMPOSITA., 

3 Lond. 

Compound tintture of cinnamon. 
Take of 

Cinnamon, bruifed, fix drams ; 

Leffler cardamoin- reel, hufked, 

three drams; 

Long pepper, 

Ginger, of each, in powder, two 

drams, 

Proof-fpirit of wine, two pints. 

Digeft for eight days, ‘ahd ftrain. 





Fro the different articles which 
this tin@ture contains, it muft necef- 
farily be of a more hot and fiery na- 
ture than the former, though much 
lets ftrongly impregnated with the 
cinnamon. 


TINCTURA COLOMBZ. 
Lond. 
Tintture of Bobs: 
Take of : . 
Colomba-root, powdered, 
ounces and an half ; 
Proof-{pirit of wine, two pints. 
Digeft for eight days, and {train. 


two 


Tue colomba readily yields its 
active qualities to the menftruum 
here employed: and accordingly, 
under this form, it may be advan- 
tageou'ly employed againft bilious 
yomitings, and thofe different flo- 
mach ailments, in which the colom- 
ba has been found ufeful : but where 
there does net occur forte objection 
to its ufe in fubftance, that formis 
in general preferable tothe tincture, 
which is now for the firft time in- 
troduced into the Edinburgh phar- 
macopoeia. 


TINCTURA CORTICIS AU- 


RANTII. Fe 
ond 
FT itture of orange-peel 


Tinétures. 


$t7 
Take of | | 
The frefhexterior peel of Seville 
oranges, three ources ; 
Proof-ipirit of wine, two pints. 
Digeft for three days, and ftrain. 


By this menftraum, both the bit- 
ter quality of the orange fkins, and 
likewife their pecaliar éffential oil, 
is extra¢ted : Hence it may be em- 
ployed for any purpofe in medicine 
which thefe are capable of anfwer- 
int. Iris, however; but rarely ufed ; 
and, as well as the “former, has now 
only for the firft time a place in the 
London pharmacopoeia. 


TINCTURA CORTICIS PE- 
RUVIANYE. 
Loud. 

Tincture of Peruvian bark. 
Take of 

Peruvian bark, powdered, four 

eunlces ; : 

Proof-fpirit of wine, two pints. 
Digeft with a gentle heat for eight 

days, and ftratn. 


TINCTURA CORTICIS PE- 
; RUVIANI. 
Edinb. 
Tintlure of Peruvian bark. 
Take of 
Peruvian bark, four ounces: 
Proof-{pirit, two pounds and a 
half. 
Digeft for ten days, and ftrain. | 


A medicine of this‘kind has been 
for a long time pretty much in 
efteem, and ufually kept in the 
fhops, though but lately received in- 
to the pharmacopoeias. Some have 


employed highly-rectified {pirit of 


Wine as a menftruum ; which they 
have taken care fully to faturate, 

by digeftion on alarge quantity of 
the bark. -Others have thought of 
affifting the action of the {pirit bythe 


addition of alittle fixed alkaline falc, 
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which does not however, appear to 
be of any advantage; and others 
have given the preference tothe vi- 
triolic acid which was fuppofed, by 
giving a greater confiftence to the 
{pirit, to enable it to fuftain more 
than it would be capable of doing 


by itfelf ; at the fame time that the 


acid improves the medicine by in- 
creafing the roughnefs of the bark. 

This laft tincture, and that made 
with rectified fpirit, have their ad- 
vantages ; though for general ufe, 
that Shae directed is the moft con- 
_ venient ofany, the proof-f{pirit ex- 
tracting nearly all the virtues of the 
bark. It may be given from a tea- 
{poonfal to half an ounce, or an 
ounce, according to the different 
purpofes it is intended to anfwer. 


TINCTURA CORTICIS  PE- 
RUVIANI COMPOSITA. 
Lond. 
CompoundtinGure of Perupian bark. 
Take of 
Peruvian bark, powdered, two 
ounces ; 
Exterior peel of Seville oranges, 
dried, one ounce and an half; 
Virginian {nake-root, bruifed, 
three drams ; 
Saffron, one dram, 
Cochineal, powdered, two fcru- 


pies: | 
Proof-fpirit of wine, twenty oun- 
ces. 


Digeft for fourteen days, and ftrain. 


Tuts hasbeen for aconfiderable 
time célebrated under the title of 
Huxhaw’s tiniure of bark. 

The fubftances here joined tothe 
bark, in fome cafes, promote its ef- 
ficacy in the cure of intermittents, 
and not unfrequently are abfolutely 
neceflary. In fome ill habits, par- 
ticularly where the vifcera and ab- 
dominal glands are obftructed, the 
bark, by itfelf, proves unfuccefsful, 
if not injurious; whillt given in com~- 
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junction with ftimulating ftomachics 
and deobftruents,it more rarely fails 
of the due effet. Orange-peel and 
Virginian {nake-root are among the 
beft additions for this purpofe; to 
Which itisthought by fome necef- 
fary to j in chalybeate medicines 
allo, =e ‘ 

ASS Epptchoraal and f{tomachic, 
itis givenin dofes of two or thee 
drams ; ; but whenem ployed for the 
cure of intermittents, it muft be 
taken to a greater extent. For 
this purpofe, however, it is rarely 
employed, unlefs with thofe whoare 
averfe to the ufe of the bark in fub- 
tance, or whofe ftomachs will nor 
retain it under that form. 





TINCTURA CROCI. 
Edinb. 
Tindlure of faffron. 

Take of 

Englifh faffron, one ounce ; 

Proof-fpirit, fifteen ounces. 
After digefting them for five days, 

let the tincture be ftrained thro’ 


paper. 


Tris tincture is fimilar in virtue 
to the faffron wine. A fpirituous 
menftraum is here preferred to the 
wine, asa tincturedrawn with the 
former retains its elegant colour 
longer, and is not apt to depofite in 
keeping any part of what it had ta- 
ken up fromthe faffron. The fhops 
have been accuftomed to employ 
treacle-water as a menftruum for 
faffron, with a view to the promo- 
ting its efficacy with the intention of 
operating as an alexipharmac ; but 
the acid in that compound water 
foon deftroys the cous of the tinc- 
ture. 


TINCTURA FERRI MURI- 
- ATL 
Lond. 
Tinti ure af mexriated iron. 


Take 


Chap. a1. 


to the preference. 


"Take of 
The ruft of iron, halfa pound ; 
Muriatic acid, three pounds ; 
Rectified fpirit of wine, three 

pints. 

Pour the muriatic acid upon the ruft 
of ironina glafs veilel; and fhake 
the mixture now and len during 
three days. Set it by that the 
feces may fubfide; then pour off 
the liquor : evaporate this to one 
pint, and, when cold, add to it 
the vinous fpirit, 


TINCTURA MARTIS. 
Edinb. 
Tinure of iron. 
Take of ot 
The feales of iron, purified and 
powdered, three ounces ; 
Muriatic acid, as much asis fuf- 
ficient to diffolve the powder. 
Digeft with a gentle heat ; and the 
powder being diffolved, add of 
rectified {pirit of wine as much 
as will make up of the wholeli- 
quor two pounds anda half. 


Or thefe two formule, that of 
the Edinburgh college is, in our 
opinion, in feveral refpects intitled 
The fcales are 
much fitter for giving a proper fo- 
lution thanthe ruft. The ftrength 
of the muriatic acid is fo variable, 
that the quantity is left to the judg- 
ment of the operator. If the acid 
be fuperabundant, the folution is of 
a green colour; if it be fully fatu- 
rated with theiron, it is more or lefs 
of a reddifh or yellow colour; and 
this ferves as a pretty accurate cri- 
terion. As the muriatic acid com- 
bines lefs intimately with rectified 
{pirit than any of the foffil acids, fo 
the after-procefs of dulcification 
{earcely, if atall, impairs the folvent 
power of the acid; though, when 
thedulcification happens to be more 
thanufually complete, a fmall quan- 
tity of ferruginous matter is fome- 


Tinéhures. 


times precipitated on adding the . 
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rectified fpirit to the folution. But 
as the rectified {pirit increafes the 
volatility of theacid, foif it was ad- 
ded at firft, we fhould lofe much 
more of the menftruum by the heat 
employed during the digeftion. 
W henthistin¢cture is well prepared, 
it is of a -yellowith- red colour; if 
the acidbe fuperabundant, it is more 
or lefs of a greenith hue ; andifthe 
rectified fpirit has been impregnated 
with the aftringent matter of oak 
cafks, it ailumes an inky colour. 
Axx the tin@ures of iron are no 
other than real folutions of the me- 
tal made in acids, and combined 
with vinous {pirits. ‘The tinctures 
here directed differ from each other 
only in ftrength, the acid being the 
famein both. In our former pharma- 
copoelas, there was a tincture from 
the matter which remains after the 
fublimation of the martial flowers; 
which though it appears to bea 
good one, is now expunged as fu- 


perfluous. Somehaverecommend- | 


ed dulcified {pirit of nitreas a men- 
ftruum ; but though this readily 


diffolves the metal, it does not keep | 


it fufpended. The marine is the 
only acid that can be employed for 
this purpofe. 

Thefe tinctures are greatly pre- 
ferable to the calces or crociof iron, 
as being not only more {peedy, bur 
likewife more certain in their opera- 
tion, The latter, in fome cafes, 
pafs off through the inteftinal tube 
with little effect ; whilft the tinc- 
tures fcarceever fail. From ten to 
twenty drops of either of the tinc- 
tures may be taken two or three 
times a-day, in any proper vehicle ; 
though it is feldom advifable to 
extend the dofe of any tinctures of 
iron fo far asthe laft of thefe quan- 
tities, efpecially with the tincture 
in fpirit AIM whichis exceeding - 
ly {trong of the iron. 
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TINCTURA F ULIGINIS. 
Edinb. 
Tindure of foot. 

Take of . 

Shining wood-foot, one ounce s 
. Afafoetida, half an ounce ; 
Rectified fpirit of wine, 

_ Proof-{pirit, of cach half a pound. 
Digett for fix days, ard ftrain. 


Tue, proof-{pirit is not Hable to 
ally objection here, as giving a tur- 
bid tincture ; for when foot is ad- 
‘ded, whatever {pirit be employed, 
the ‘tinéture will not prove tranfpa- 
rent. Fuller, in his Pharmacopoeia 
Domeftica, hasa medicine under the 
title of Hy fleric tincture, fimilar to 
this, only with alittle myt rh, which 
4S no very material addition to afa- 
foetida and foot. ‘Thefe medicines 
are found ferviceable, not only in 
hyfteric cafes, but likewife in other 
nervous diforders. They may be 

iven from a tea-fpoonful to a 
table-fpoonful twice a-day. 

‘This medicine has by fome been 
thought ferviceable in ob(trudtions 
of the menfes ; but its activity may 
be confidered as depending much 

_ ~ more on the afafoctida than on the 
foot. — 


TINCFURA GALBANI. 
Lond. 
Tindure of galbanum, 
Take of 
Galbanum, cut into fmall pieces, 
twoounces; , me 
Proof-fpirit of wine, two pints. 
Digeft with a gentle heat for eight 
days, and ftrain. 


Tris tindure is now for the arft 

_ time introduced by the London col- 
lege, aud may be ufefully employed 
for anfwering feveral purpofes in 
medicine. It is one of the {trongeft 
of the fetid gums.; and although 
tefsactive,yet much lefs difagre cable 


\ 
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than afafoetida : and under the form’ 
ef tindure it may -be -fuccefsfully, 
employed in cafes of flatulence and/ 


-hyiteria, where its effets areimme- - 


diately required, particularly with | 
thofe who eannot bear afafoetida. 
TINCTURA GENTIANA 
_ COMPOSITA. 
Lond. 
Compound tingiure Sf geutian. 


Take of 


Gentian-root, fliced and bruifed, 
two OuncES ; 

Exterior. dried peel of Seville o- 
ranges, one.ounce ; 

Lefler cardamom-feeds, hufked 
and bruifed, half an ounce ; 

Proof-f{pirit of wine, two pints. 

Digeft for eight days, and ftrain. 


TINCTURA AMARA, five 
ELIXIR STOMACHICUM. 
£dinb. 

Bitter tin@ure, or flomachic elixir. 

Take of 
Gentian-root, two.ounces: 
Seville orange-peel, dried, one 
outice ; 
Canella alba, half an ounce ; 
Cochineal, half adram ; 
Proof- fpirit, two pounds and a. 
half. 
Macerate for four days, and ftrain 
through paper. 


THese are very elegant fpiritu- 
ous bitters. As the preparations are 
defigned for keeping, lemon-peel, 
an excellentin oredienti in the wate- 
ry bitter infafions, has, on account of 
the perifhablenefs of its flavour, no 
place inthefe. The aromatics are 
herea very commodious ingredient, 
as in this fpirituous nienftruum they 
are free from the inconvenience 
with which they are attended in 
other liquors, of TeMGyEng them un- 
tranf{parent. 


ELIXIR 


Chap. a1. 


ELIXIR GUAIACINUM. 
Edinb. 
Elixir of guaiacum. 
Take of 
Gum guaiacum, one pound ; 
Balfam of Peru, three drams ; 
Rectified f{pirit of wine, two 
pounds and a half. 


Tuts tincture may beconfidered 
asnearlyagreeablein medical virtues 
with thetwofollowing. Itis, how 
ever, lefs in ufe ; but it may be em- 
ployed with advantage i in thofe ca- 
fes where an. objection occurs to the 
menftruum ufed in forming the o- 
thers. | 


TINCTURA GUAIACI. 
Lond. 
Tindure of gum guaiacum. 
Take. of 
Gum guaiacum, four ounces ; 
Compound fpirit of ammonia, a 
pint and a half. 
Digett for three days, and f{train, 


ELIXIR GUAIACINUM vo. 
LATILE. 
E ding. 
Volatile elixir of guaiacum. 
Take of ee 
Gum guaiacum, four ounces ; 
Balfam of Peru, two drams ; 
Diftilled oil of faflafras, half a 
dram +. «5 
Vinous fpirit of falammoniac, a 
pound and a half. 
_ Macerate for fixdays ina clofe vef- 
e. fel, and {train 


_ In the laft of thefe formule, the 
vinous fpirit of fal ammoniac is lefs 
acrimonious than rhe menftruum di- 
rected by the London College ; and 
the Balfam of Peru, and diftilled oil 
of faffafras, are ufeful additions, by 
increafing ‘the permanence of its o- 
peration as a general ftimulant, or 
more particularly as a diaphoretic. 


Tinétures. 
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Thefe are very elegant and -effi- 
cacious tinébures the volatile fpi- 
rit excellently diflolving the pum, 
and at the fame time promoting its 
medicinalvirtue. To rheumaticeca- 
fes,atea, or eventable, {poontul, ta- 
ken every morning and evenitig in 
any cotivenient vehicle, particn- 


larlyinmilk, has proved of fingular 


fervice. 


TINCTURA HELLEBORI 
NIGRI. 
Lond. 
Tindture of black hellebore. 
Take of | 
Black hellebore root, in coarfe 
powder, four ounces ; 
Cochineal, powdered, two feru- 
ples : 
Proof-fpirit of wine, two pints. 
Digeft with a gentle heat foreight 
days, and ftrain. ' 


TINCTURA MELAMPODII. 
Edinb. — | 
Tinture of melampodium, or black 
hellebore. 
Take of 
Black hellebore root, four oun- 
COS 
Cochineal halfadram ; 
Proof-fpirit, two pounds and a 
half. : 
Digeft them together for eightdays, 
and afterwards filtre the tinc- 
ture, through paper. 


T nis is perhaps the beft prepara~ 
tion of hellebore,when defigned for 
an alterative, the menftruum here 
employed extracting the whole of 
its virtues. It has been found, 
from experience, particularly fers 
viceable in uterine ob{tructions ; in 
fanguine conftitutions, where cha-. 


lybeates are hurtful, it has been faid 


that it feldom fails ‘of exciting the, 
menftrual evacuations, and remoy- 
ing the ill confequences of their fup- 

preflion 


§22 
preffion. So great, according td 
- fome, is the power of this medicine, 
that wherever, from an ill confor- 
‘mation of the parts, or other caufes, 
the expected difcharge does not fuc- 


ceed upon the ufe of it, the blood, 
as Dr Mead has obferved, 1s fo for- 


cibly propelled, asto make its way. 


through other paffages.. A tea- 
fpoonful of the tincture may be ta- 
ken twice inaday in warm wa- 
ter, or any other convenient ve- 
hicle. 

The college of Edinburgh had 
formerly a tincture of this root with 
wine. Proof-{pirit is undoubtedly 
preferable, both as a menftruum, 
and as being better fitted for keep- 
ing. , 


TINCTURA. JALAPII. 
oe, Loud. 
Tindure of jalap 

Take of 
Powdered jalap reot, eight oun- 

ces; 
Proof-{pirit of wine, two pints. 

Digeft with a gentle heat for cight 


ras) 
days, and ftrain. 


TINCTURA JALAPPS. 
| Edinb. . 
Tindture of jalap. 
‘Take of 7 
Jalap, in coarfe powder, three 
OUNCES ; 
Proof-fpirit, fifteen ounces, 
Digeft them for eight days, and 
{train the tincture. 


RecriFteEp {pirit of wine was 
formerly ordered forthe preparati- 
on of this tincture ; but rectified {pi- 
rit diflolving little more than the 
pure refinous parts of the jalap, 
rendered the ufe of the medicine 
fomewhatlefs commodious than thar 
of the tincture prepared with proof- 
{pirir. Moft ofthe tindiures madein 
rectified fpixit, diluted with water, 
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fo as to be fit for taking, form a tur= 
bid white mixture. Many of them 
are fafely takenin this form, with- 
out any farther addition ; but the ca- 
thartic ones are nevertobe ventured 
on without an adinixture of fyrup 
or mucilage to keep the refin united 
with the liquor ; tor if it feparates 
in its pure undivided ftate, it never 
fails to produce violent gripes. 
Some have preferred to the tine- 
tures of jalap, a folation in fpirit of 
Wine of a known quantity of the 
retin extracted fromthe root ; and 
obferve, that this folution is more 
certain in ftrength than any tin@ure 
thatcan be drawn from the roct 
directly. For; as the purpative vir- 
tue of jalap refides in its refin, and 


as all jalap appears from experiment 


hot to be equally refinous, fome 
forts yielding five, and others not 
three, ounces of refinfrom fixteen ; 
it follows, that although the root be 
always takenin the fame proportion 
to the menftruam, and the menftru- 


‘um always exactly of the fame. 


ftreneth, it may neverthelefs, ac- 
cording to the degree of goodnefs 
of the jalap, be impregnated with 
different quantities of refin, and 
confequently prove different in de- 
gree of eflicacy. Though this objec- 
tion againft the tincture does not 
reach {o far asfome feem to fuppofe, 
it certainly behoves the apothecary 
to be carefulin the choice of theroot. 
The inferior forts may be employed 
for making refinajallappae, which 
they yield in as great perfection, 
though not in fo large quantity, as 
the beft. Newmann thinks even 
the worm eaten jalap as good for 
that purpofe as any other. 


TINCTUBA e KINO. 
Edinb. 3 
Tindlure o gum kino. 
Take ot ! . 
Gum kine, two ounces; 
: Proof- 


Pt 


‘Ghana. 
Proof-{pirit, a pound and an 


half. 
Digeft eight days, and ftrain. 


Tue fubftance called gum kino 
feems to be really a gum- refin ; on 
- which account proof-fpirit is the 
moft proper menftruum. This pre- 
-paration mutt therefore poflefs the 
virtues of the fubftance ; and it is 
perhaps one of the beft formsunder 
which it can be exhibited in obfti- 
nate diarrhoeas, and incafes of lien- 
teria ; but in hemorrhagies, it is in 
general proper toexhibit it either in 
fubftance or diffufed ; yet we can- 
not help thinking that the want of 
this tin@ture is an omifhion in the 
London pharmacopocia. 


TINCTURA LAVENDULAE 
COMPOSITA. 
Lond. 
Compound tindture a; lavender. 
‘Take of 
Spirit of lavender three pints; - 
——— Rofemary, one pint ; 
Cinnamon, bruifed, 
Natmegs, bruifed, of each half 
an Ounce ; 
Red faunders, one ounce. 
Digeft for ten days, and ftrain. 


SPIRITUS: LAVENDULAE 
COMPOSITUS. 
Edinb. 
Compound [pirit of lavender. 
‘Take of 
Simple fpirit of lavender, three 
pounds ; 
Simple {pirit of rofemary, one 
pound ; 
Cinnamon, one ounce ; 
Cloves, | two drams ; 
6H half an ounce ; 
eee helt three drams, 
Macerate feven days, and ftrain. 


ag ee 


THESE two compofitions, altho’ 


varying alittle fromm, each other,. 


Tinehures. 
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both with refpe& to their ingredi- 
ents and names, may yet be con- 
fidered as precifely the fame. Al- 
though the London college, in the 
prefent edition of their pharmaco- 
poeia, have made many ufeful altera- 
tions with refpect to names, yet the 
propriety of the change here adopt- 
ed may perhaps be doubted: For 
it cannot with juftice be ftyled a 
tincture of lavender, when the diftil- 
led f{pirit of that plant is employed 
only as ainenitruum,. If, therefore, 
it feemed neceflary to refer it to the 
head of tin@ures, it ought to have 
been denominated rrom the cinna- 
mon or nutmegs ; bue fince the ac- 
tivity of this article very much de- 
pends on the fpirit of lavender, the. 
old name is in our opinion juftly 
preferable tothe new one. 

The red faunders is ofno farther 
ufe in thefe compofitions than asa 
fol ingredient. Ifa yellow 
{pirit was liked, the yellow faunders 
would be an xen: article, aS if 
not only communicates a fine co- 
lour, bat likewife a confiderable - 
{hare of medicinal virtue. Afpirit 
diftilled from the flowers of lavender 
and faye, in due proportion, and 
digefted in the cold for a little time 
with fome cinnamon, nutmegs, and 
yellow faunders, proves a very ele- 
gant and grateful one. Where ef- 
fential oils are employed, particular 
care muft be had in the choice of 
them ; for on their goodnefs that of 
the medicine depends. The dige- 
{tion of the fpirit with the Ee 
&c. fhould be performed withont . 
heat, otherwife the flavour of the 
medicine will be injured. 

Thefe f{pirits are grateful revi- 
ving cordials: though confiderably 
morefimple, theyare not le{s elegant 
or valuable, than many other more 
elaborate preparations. This medi- 
cine has long been held in great e- 
fleem, under the name of Patsy 
DROPSy. 


se 
props, in all kinds of languors, 
weaknefs of the nerves, and decays 
of age. Jt may be conveniently ta- 
ken Apon fagar, from ten'to eighty, 
or-a hundred drops. 
TINCTURA MOSCHI. 
| Edinb, 
Tintiure of mufR. 
‘Take of 
Mufk, two drams ; » 
Redified {pirit of wine, 
pound. 
Digeft for ten days, and ftrain. 


one 


ReEcTIFIED fpirit is the moft 
complete menftruum for mufk ; but 
in this form it is often impoflible 
to give fuch a quantity of the oa 
asis neceflary for our purpote; 
aud hence this article is more fre- 
quently employed under the form 
of julep er bolus. 


TINCTURA MYRRH. 
Lond. 
'‘Tintture of myrrh. 
Take of 
Myrrh, bruaiféd, three ounces ; 
Proof-fpirit of wine, a pint and 
an half ; 
Rectified fpirit of wine, half a 
pinr. 
Digeft with a gentle heat for es 
days, and {ftrain. 


TINCTURA MYRRILE. 
Edinb. 
Tintture of myrrh. 
‘Take of 
Myrrh, three ounces ; 
Proof-fpirit, two Nee and a 
halt. 
After digeftion fap ten days, 
ftrain off the tincture, 


T HE pharmaceutical writers in 
#eneral have been of cpinion, that 
go good tincture can be drawn from 

\ 
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myrrh by fpirit of wine alone, with) 
out the aiffiftance of fixed alkaline 
falts. But it appears from proper’ 
experiments, that thefe filts onlyy 
heighten the colour of the tinéture, 
without enabling the menftraum. tc 
diffolve any more than it would by; 
itfelf. Rectified {pirit extrads, with-: 
out any addition, all that part of the: 
myrth in which its peculiar {melll 
and tafte refide, viz. the refin : anick 
proof-{pirit diflolves almoft thee 
whole of the drug, except its impu-- 
rities : hence the combination off 
thefe two directed by the Londom 
college, is perhaps preferable tov 
either by ittelf. 

Tin@ure of myrrh is recommen-.- 
ded internally for warming the ha--. 
bit , attenuating vilcid j juices, flreng-. 
thening the folids, opening obftruc- 
tions, particularly thofe of the ute-. 
rine vellels, and refifting putrefac-. 
tion. Boerhaave greatly efteems it. 
in all languid cafes, proceeding 
from fimple inactivity ; in thofe fe- 
male diforders which are occafioned 
by an ageous, mucous, flugeith in- 
difpofition of the humours, and a 
relaxation of the veflels; in the 
fluor albus, and all difeafes ariling 
froma like caufe. The dofe is 
from fifteen drops to forty or more. 
The medicine may doubtlefs be gi- 
ven in thefe cafes to advantage ; 
though with us, it is more common- 
ly ufed externally, for cleanfing 
foul ulcers, and promoting the ex- 
foliation of carious bones. 








TINCTURA OPI. 
Lond. 
T inure of opium. 
Take of : 
Hard purified opium, powdered, 
ten drams, © 
Proof-f{pirit of wine, one pint. 
Digeft for ten days, and ftrain. 


TINCTURA 


“TINCTURA THEBAICA, 
vulgo LAUDANUM. LIQUI- 
DUM. 

Edinb. 


Tindure.of opium, commonly-called, 


guid laudanum. 
Take of 
Opium, EWE, OUNCES: ; 
Spirituous cinnamon-water, one 
pound anda half. 
Digest four days, and ftrain off the 
tincture. 


THEseE are very clegant liquid. 
opiates, the menfiruuim in the latt- 


difiolves nearly the whole fubftance 
of the opium, and. effectually covers 


its ill flavour. It.were to be wifred. 
that the fhops were furnifhed with, 


a liqnid opiate, in which, the pro- 
ortionof, meni{truum was {till much 
larger, fo.as to admit of the dofe.be- 


ing determined by, weight or.mea- 
fare, the method by: drops feeming. 
too precarious for a,mediciue of. fo 


powerfula kind. The following pre- 


(seas is contrived with thisview.. 


Take. of 

Thebaic extract, halfa dram ;. 

Highly, rectified fpirit of: wine,. 

called. alcohol, ten ounces; 

Simple cinnamon-water, twenty 
~ ounces. 

Digeft them together until the 
opium be diffolyed, and.then fil- 
ire the folution through paper. 












a 
j 


io. be free from all.the i inconvenien- 
tes attending the common. opiate 
jin@ures, The menftroum diffolves 
" purities, and confequently the 
inure is not liable to any uncer- 
minty in point of ftrength. The 
lofe may. be. afcertained. to the 


\|pium is contained’ in one ounce by 
neafure, which is equal nearly to 
leven drams by weight. Neither 


Tinures. 


Tuispreparation is apprehended, 


Ihe whole of the opium, except the, 


treateft exaétnefs : one grain, of 


58g: 
the tinétures im wine not. proof> 
{pirit are fo, well adapted. for kee 
ing as. could. be wilhed : in long, 
ftanding, a part of the opium is Qras 
dually thrown off from. both, and. 
confequently the: tinctures become. 
gradually, weaker’: the part. which. 
thus {cparates, amounts fometimes, 
it,is aid, to near one-fourth of the. 
quantity: of opium at firft diflolved.: 
it-floats on the furface of the vinous. 
tin¢ture, and. in the {pirituous inks. 
tothe bottem. Inthe preparation . 
here recommended, it has net been, 
obferved. that. any: feparation hap- - 
pens, 

Inftead of the cinnamon- “water, 
pure water may, be employed in the. 
mixture ; and where aromatic ad- 
ditions are wanted, either with a 
medicinal intention, or for covering 
the ill {mell of the.opinm, any pro- 
per tingture or diftilled water. may © 
be extemporaneoully joined. Sat=_ 
fron, an addition once employed by 
the Edinbargh College, has. been 
looked upon as acorrectorofepiam ; 
but the qualities it was fuppofed to 
correct are-tnerely, Imaginary ; ner 
indeed can that article be of much 
importance: with any intention in 
the {mall quantity. that enters adofe: 
of the tincture: a grain of opium 
being accompanied with only half a 
grain of faffron. 

A preparation, in. fome refpeéts 
fimilar to that here recommended, © 
Was introduced into the Edinburgh 
pharmacopoeia publifhed in 1774, 
under the title of Tinéturamecanii. 
Each ounce of this tinture. con- 
tained four erains of opium; andit 
was propofed, that the dotes of it 
fhould be meafured, not by, drops 
but by weight: But. as. modern 
phyficians are much. more. bold in 
giving opium than their predecef- 
fors, fucha f{crupulous accuracy in. 
the dofe is not thought at all necef- 
fary : And itis not probable that any. 
dangerous confequence will ever 
arife, 


at 
R: 
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arife, merely froma difference in the 
fizeof drops. This however might 
be the cafe, where the tinctura the- 
_baica is by accident taken for the 
~tin@tura meconii. To fuch miftakes, 

however, it was feared that the a- 
nalogy ofthe articles, as well as the 
caution neceflary with refpect to 
ites might lead ; and it was upon 
the whole reckoned {afer to have 
but one liquid laudanum only. It 
is, however, much to be regretted, 

that the liquid laudanum. of the 
London and Edinburgh colleges, 

which by the former is now ftyled 
Tin&ura oppii,by the latter Tindu- 
ra thebaica, fhould differ fo much 
fromeach other in point of ftrength. 


TINCTURA OPII CAMPHO- 
RATA. 
Lond. 
Camphorated tintiure of opium. 
Take of - 
Hard purified opium 


Flowers of Benzoine, re; each one © 


dram 3 
ee Camphor, two {cruples ; 
-Effential oil of anifeed, 
dram ; 
 Proof-fpirit of wine, two pints. 
‘Dine for three oe 


One 


BLIAIR PAREGORICUM., 
Edin6. 
Paregoric elixir. 
"Take of 
‘Flowers of benzoine, 
Enelith fattron, of “each three 
rans 3 
Opium, two drams ; 
Effential oil of anifeeds, half a 
dram : 
Vinous fpirit of fal ammoniac, 
fixteen ounces. 
Digeft for four days in a clofe vets 
fel, and {train. 


‘Tuesetwo, thongh differing not 


merely in name, may yet be con- 
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fidered as agreeing very nearly i in 
their nature, - 

The moft material diffetenee in! 
the laft formula from the firft: 
are the fubftitution of the vinous | 
{pirit of fal ammoniac to the proof- 
{pirit of wine, and a larger pro- 
portion of opium; the vinous fpirit 
of falammoniac is notonly, per haps, 
a more powerful menftruom, but in. 
moft inftances coincides with the : 


virtues of the preparation ; but as. 
the opium is the ingredient on 


which we place the principal depen- 
dance, fo its proportion is increafed, 
in order that we may give it in fuch 
a dofe as that the acrimony of the 


_ menftruum fhall not prove hurtful 


to the ftomach. 

The London formula is taken 
from Le Mort, with the omiffion ot 
three unneceflary ingredients, hon- 
ey, liquorice, and alkaline falt. It 
was originally prefcribed under the 
title of ELIXIR ASTHMATICUM, 
which it does not ill deferve. It con- 
tributes to allay the tickling which 
provokes frequent coughing ; and 
at the fame time is fuppofed toopen 
the breaft, and give greater liberty 
of breathing: the opium procures 
(as it does by itfelf) a temporary 
relieffromthefymptoms ; whilftthe 
other ingredients tend to remove 
the caufe, and prevent their return, 
It is given to children againft the 
chincough, &c. from five drops to 
twenty: to adults, from twenty to 
an hundred. In the London for- 


“mula, half an ounce by meafure con- 


tains about a grain of opium; but ~ 


in the Edinburgh formula, the pro- 


portion of opium is larger. 


TINCTURA Sores ae 
Lond 
Tindure of Rhubarb. 
or of 


Rhubarb, fliced, ‘two ounces; 
Leifer 





patina ON as a a a Ss 
Leffler’ cardamom feeds, hufked 

and bruifed half an ounce ; 
Saffron, two drams ; 


Proof-{pirit of wine, two pints. 
Digeit for eight days, "and ftrain. 


TINCTURA RHEI. 
Eding.: 
Tindure,of rhubarb, 
Take of 
Rhubarb, three ounces ; 
Leffer cardamom feeds, half an 
ounce ; 
Proof-fpirit, two pounds and a 
Hiatt, Rats: 
Digeft for feven days, and ftrain. 





TINCTURA RHABARBARI 
COMPOSITA. 
Loud. 
Compound tindiure of rhubarb. 
Take of 
Rhubarb, fice: two ounces ; 
Ginger, powdered, 
Saffron, each ewo drams ; 
Liquorice-root, binsted, halfan 
OUNCE ; 7 
Diftilled water, one pint ; 
Proof-fpiritof wine, twelve oun- 
TA iy Bee wk atee 
Digeft for fourteen bas > and ftrain. 


TINCTURA RHEI. AMARA. 
“ig ufdink, 
Bitter tinffure of rhubarb. © 
Take of. 
Rhubarb, two ounces ; 
Gentian-root, half an ounce ; 
Virginian fnake- root, one denis 
Proof- {pirit, two ‘pounds and a 


half. 


Digeft for feven days, and then 


ftrain the tincture. 


TINCTURA RHEI nh cos 
Edinb. 
Sweet tindure of rhubarb. 
It is made by adding to two pounds 
and a half of the {trained tincture 


of rhabarb, fourounces of fugar- 


candy. 


» Vindlures. ss [otf 





Tue laft of thefe preparations is 
improved from the former editions. 
Two ounces of liquorice and. one of 
raifins are fuppliedby an increafeof 
the fugar-candy. 

All the foregoing tinctures of 


rhubarb are defigned as ftomachics’ 


5 


and corroborants, as wellas purgas 
lives : {plritnous liquors moe & 
extract thofe parts of the rhubarb 


in which the two firft qualities re- 
fide, and the additional ingredients 


contiderably promote their efficacy. 


In. weaknefs of the ftomach, indi- 
geftion, laxity of the inteftines, di- 
arrhoeas, colicky and othenfimilar 


complaints, thefe medicinesarefre- — 
quently. of great fervice: the fecond « 
is alfo, in many cafes, an ufefil ad- 


dition -to the Peruvian bark, in 
the cure of intermittents, particu- 
larly in cacheétic habits, where the 
vifcera are ob{truéted ; with thefe 
intentions, a {poonful or two may 
be taken for a dofe, and occafionall lly 
repeated. 


ELIXIR eX ALOE 
vulgzo SACRUM, 
Edinb. 


Elixir of aloes and rhubarb, cone 


monly called /acred ¢ siiair ‘a 
Take of 


Rhubarb, cut fmall, ten drams 5 


Socotorine aloes, in powder, fix 
drams , 


Leffler cardamom feeds, half a ae 


ounce ; 
Proof-{pirit, two 
half. 
Digeft for feven days, 4 then 
tram the elixir, 


pounds and a 


THIs preparation is very much 
employed,as a warining cordial 
purge, and for the eeneral purpofes: 
of aloctics $ ; with which, however, 


Reia rhubar by, 


TING. 


te - RHEO, : 














: 


it combines the medical propettics oe 





rt 


Tore weetaye Yo ees} 


gar and oxymel. 
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TINCTURA. SABINA COM- 
ROSITA, 

Lonwd. 

Compound tintture of favin. 
‘Teer 
‘Exsratt of favin, one ounce, 
Tincture of caftor, one: pint ; 
myrrh, half a pint. 








Digett till ahie extract of favin be | 


diffolved, and: then f{train. 


Tis preparation had a place in 
thélaft edition ot our pharmaco- 
poeia, under the title of L/ixir myr- 
rhe. compo fitun.. 

This. preparation’ is improved 
from one deicribed:in fome former 


difpenfatories under the name. of 


ELIXIR UTERINUM. Its amedi- 
cine of great importaucein uterine 
ob{tructions, and in hypochondria- 
cal cafes; though, potlibly, means 
might be contrived of fuperadding 


more effectually the virtues of favin' 


toa tin@ure of myrrh and cattor. It 


may be given from five drops to: 


twenty orthirty, or more, inpenny- 
royal water, or any other fuitable 
vehicle. 


TINCTURA.SCILLA 
Lond. 
 Tindure of fquills. 

Take of 

Squills, frefh dried, four ounces ; 

Proof- pints of wine, two pints. 
Digeft for cight days, and pour off 

the liquor. 


“For extracting the virtues of 
f{quills, the menftruum which has 
hitherto been almoft folely employ- 
edis vinegar. There, are, however, 
cafes im which ardent fpirit may be 
more proper; and by the menftraum 
herediredtedits virtues are ‘ully ex- 
tracted, Hence itiswith propriety 
thatthe London college have intro- 
duced this form, as well as thevine- 
But, i eneral, 
the purpofes to be anfwered by 
fquills may be better obtained by 
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employing. it in fubftance than in 
any other form. 


TINCTURA’ SAT ORNIA: 
vulgo ANTIPHTHISICA. 
Edinb. | 
Antiphthifical tinure. 


Take of. 


Sugar of Jead, an ounce anit ae 
half’: 
Vitriol of iron, one ounce’; 
Reétified fpirit of wine, one 
pound. 
Let a tincture be extracted without 
heat: 


THE re 
rately into powder, and performing 
the digefton without heat, are very 
neceflary circumftances ; for if the 
ingredients be attempted to be pul- 
verized together, they will grow 
foft and almoft liquid ; and if heat 
be madewfe of, {carce any tincture 
will be: obtained. 

This tinéture is fometimes given 
from twenty to thirty drops, for 
reftraining immoderate: fecretions, 
particularly the colliquative fweats 
attending heétic fevers and phthifi- 
cal defenders ; whence the name az- 


riphthifical tincture. It-is undoubt- - 


edly a medicine of great efficacy in 
thefe cafes, but too dangerous to 


be rafhly ventured on, Some have | 


fuppofed, that: it does nope 
any of the fugar of lead bh 
riments made for that pus -po. 
fhown the contrary.’ 

We mut, however, confider the 
above preparations as very unf{cien- 
tific. Both the acetous and vitrio- 
lic acid have a greater attraction 






for iron than for lead : and though - 


the vitriolic be capable.of difchar- 
ging the acetous acid, yet it 
makes not oaly in its entire {tate 
a lefs perfect union with lead 
than the acetous acid, but it is 
how alfo combined with iron, for 
which it has a greater attraction, 

ands 
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‘and can therefore only act on the 
falt of lead in proportion as it 
is fuperabundant in the falt of cop- 
peras; but in proportion as the vi- 
triolic difengages the acetous acid 
from the lead, the Jaft in its turn, 
will attach itfelf to the iron. Upon 
the whole, it is difficult to afcertain 
the precife nature of this prepara- 
tion; it feems always, however, to 
contajna quantity of lead ina faline 
ftate, fufficient to expunge it from 
prudent practice: or, at leaft, if in 
thefe cafes in which it has hitherto 
been employed, lead be thought ne- 
ppediary, the fal _plumbi may with 
lie fafety and mee tae given 
in its folid ftate, particularly as com- 
‘bined with opium: And it is pro- 
bably on this account that the pre- 
fent formula has now no place in 
the London pharmacopoeia. 





| TINCTURA SENN. 
Lond. 

Tindure of fenna, 

Take of 


| Senna, one pound; 

Caraway- feeds, bruifed, one ounce 
and an half: 

_ Raifins, ftoned, fixreen ounces : 

| Leffer. cardamom- feeds, hafked 
and bruifed, half an ounce; 
_ Proof-fpirit of wine, one gallon. 

Diget for fourteen days, and ftrain. 
i 


TINCTURA SENNZ COM- 
POSITA, vulgo ELIXIR SA- 
LUTIS. | 


i Edinb. 

Compound tintture of fenua, com« 
monly called E/ixir of health. 

ake of ; 

Senna leaves, two ounces; 

 Jalap root, one ounce; 

| Proof-fpirit, two pounds and a 

ey Salt, 

Digelt for feven days, and to the 







fugar-candy. 


*.. 
Tinctures. 


ftrained liquor add four ounces 1s 
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Boru thefe tinctures are ufeful 
carminatives and cathartics, efpe- 


cially to thofe who haveaccuftomed | 


themfelves to the ufe of fpirituous — 
liquors; they oftentimes relieve fla- 
tulentand colicky complaints, where 
the common cordials have litile ef- 
fect: the dofe is from one to two 
ounces. — Several preparations of 
this kind have been offeredjto the 
public under the name of Daffy’s e- 
lixir: the two above are equal to 
any, and fuperior to moft of them. 
The lait in particular is a very ufe- 
ful addition to the caftor oil, in or- 
der to take off the mawkith tafte; 
and as coinciding with the virtues _ 
of the oil, it is therefore much pre- 
ferable to brandy, fhrub, and fuch 
like liquors, which otherwife are 
often found neceflary to make the 
oil fit upon the ftomach. 


TINCTURA SERPENTA- 
RL. 
Lond. | 

Tinfure of fnake- root. 
Takeo ox 

Virginian {nake-root, itire ouns 

Ces: 

Proof-fpirit of | wine, two pints. 

Digeft for eight days, and ftrain. 


Edinb. 
Take of 3 
Virginian f{nake-root, two outt- | 
CEs ; | 


Cochineal, one dram; __ 
Proof-fpirit, two pounds and 4 
half. | 
Digeftina gentle heat for four days, 
and then ftrain the tincture. 


Tue tin@ure of {nake-root was in 
a former pharmacopoeia direéted to 
be prepared with the tinctura falis 
tartari, which being now expunged, 
it was propofed tothe college to em= 
ploy rectified fpirit ; but as the hear 


of this fpirit prevents the medicine 
from being takenin folargeadofe as 


ty I, ! : it 
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it might otherwife be, a weaker fpi- 
rit was made clioice of, The tinc- 
ture made in this menftruum, which 
extras the whole virtues of the 
root, may be taken to the quantity 
of a “Spoonful or more every five or 
fix hours; and to this extent it of- 
ten operates as an ufeful diapho- 
retic. 


“TINCTURA VALERIAN. 
” Lond. 
Tinfure of valerian. 
Take of 
~The root of wild valerian, in coarfe 
powder, four ounce’; 
- *Proof-fpirit of wine, two pints. 
Di Fie with a gentle heat for eight 
ays, and firain. 






Tne valerian root ought to be re- 
duced to a pretty fine powder, o- 
therwife the fpirit will not fufficient- 
Jy extract its virtues. The tinéture 
proves of a deep colour, and confi- 
fiderably ftrong of the valerian ; tho’ 
it has not been found to anfwer fo 
well inthe cure of epileptic difor- 
‘ders as the root in fubftance, exhi- 
bited in the form of powder or bo- 


'‘dnss The dole of the. tinctire: 1s,- 


from half a fpoonful to a fpoonful or 
more two or three times a-day. 


TINCTURA VALERIAN/AZ 
VOLATILIS. 
Lond. 
Volatile tindure of valerian. 
Take of 
The root of wild valerian, four 
OUNCES ; 
Compound fpirit of ammonia, 
two pints. 
Digeft for eight days, and ftrain. 


Edinb. 
Take of 
Wild valerian root, two ounces; 
- Vinous fpirit of fal ammoniac, one 
pound, 
Macerate ‘for fix days in a clofe 
veilel, and ftrain. 


TeR Ra Reon ae 
ee BU PRAMS: FT 
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- Drop into it by little and little fi 


Part IIT. 


Born the compound and vinous 
{pirit of fal ammoniac are here ex: 
cellent menftrua, and at the fame 
time confiderably promote the vir: 
tues of the valerian, which in fome 
cafes wants an affiftance of this kind! 
The dofe may be a tea-fpoonful or 
two. > : 


TINCTURA VERATRI, | five 

HELLEBORI ALB] = ‘| 

Edinb. sued 

Tinéture of Veratrum, or white 

_hellebore. | 

Take of \ | : 

White hellebore root, eight ours 
ces 

ee, two pounds and ¢ 
half. 


Digeft them together for ten days 
and filtre the tin@ure uirtogs 
paper. 


Tuts tinéture is fometimes ufect 
for acuating cathartics, &c. and as 
an emetic in apopleétic and mania 
cal diforders. It may likewife be fc 
managed, as to prove a powerful al, 
terative and deobftruent, in cafes 
where milder remedies have little 
effect. But a great deal of cautio 
is requifite in its ufe: the dofe, at 
firft ought to be only a few. drops ; 
if confiderable, it proves violently, 


emetic or cathartic.” | 
| 





ELIXIR VITRIOLI ACI- 
DUM. 
Edinb. 
Acid Elixir of Vitriol. 
Take of 
Rettified fpirit of wine, - twa 
pounds ; 





ounces of vitriolic acid; digeft! 
the mixture with a very gentle 
heat in a clofe veffel. S chris 
days, and then add of | 

Cinnamon, an ounce and. a halfs 

Ginger, one ounce. | 

Digeft again in a clofe heal for fix: 
days, and then filtre the tinture: 
« - through; 


Chap. 21. 
through paper placed in a glafs 
funnel. 





. 
| 
| Tue intention in this procefs is, 
ito obtain a tincture of aromatic ve- 
jgetables, in fpirit of wine, combi- 
ed with a confiderable proportion 
f vitriolic acid. When the tincture 
sfirft drawn with vinous fpirits, and 
khe acid added afterwards, the acid 
recipitates great part of what the 
Mpirit had before taken up; and on 
the other hand, when the acid is 
mixed with the fpirit immediately 
Wefore the extraction, it prevents 
the diffolation of all that ir would 
ave precipitated by the former way 
f treatment: by previoufly uniting 



























her by digeftion, the inconveni- 
ence is fomewhat leffened. 

This is a valuable medicine in 
Wweaknefs.and relaxations of the {to- 
mach .and decays of conftitution, 
particularly in thofe which proceed 
from irregularities, which are ac- 
tompanied with flow febrile fymp- 
oms, or which follow the fuppref- 
ion of intermittents. It frequent- 
ly fucceeds after bitters and aroma- 
fics by themfelves had availed no- 
thing ; and, indeed, great part of 
fits virtues depend on the vitriolic 
acid ; which, barely diluted with 
kvater, has, inthefe cafes, where 
the ftomach could bear the acidity, 
produced happy effects. 

Fuller relates (in his Medicina 
(Cymnaftica) that he was recovered 
by Mynficht’s elixir, from an ex- 


Ss 





Fontinual retchings to vomit. It 
may be given from ten to thirty or 
forty drops-or more, according to 
the quantity of acid, twice or thrice 
a-day, at fiich times as the {tomach 
fs moft empty. Itis very ufefully 
| onjoined with the bark, both asco- 
Wering its difagreeable tafte and co- 
Enciding with its virtues. 


» 





Tingures. 


he acid and the vinous {pirit toge- 


Ereme decay of conftitution, and 


5S* 


ELIXIR VITRIOLI DULCE. 
Edinb. 
Sweet elixer of vitriol. 

This is made of the fame aromatics, 
and in the fame manner as the 
tinctura aromatica ; except that, 
in place of the vinous fpirit, the 
dulcified fpirit of vitriol is em- 
ployed. 


Tuis is defigned for Ee 
whofe ftomachs are too weak to bear 
the foregoing acid elixir; to the 
tafte, it is gratefully aromatic, with- 
out any perceptible acidity, The 
dulcified fpirit of vitriol, here di- 
rected, occafions little or no precipi- 
tation upon adding it tothe tin¢ture. 

A medicine of this kind was for- 
merly in great efteem under thetitle 
of Vigani’s volatile elixir of vitriol ; 


the compofition of which was firtt 


communicated to the public in the 
Pharmacopeiareformata. It is pre- 
pared by digefting fome volatile {pi- 

rits of vitriol upon a {mall quantity 
of mint leaves curionfly dried, tik 
the liquor has acquired a fine green 
colour. If the fpirit, as it frequently 
does, partakes 490 zane of the a- 
cid, this colour ‘wi 1 not fucceed: in 
fach cate sit a be rectified from 
a litle fixed alkaline falt. 


ult: 


SPIRITUS VINOSUS CAM. 
PHORATUS. 
Edinb. 
Camphorated [pirit ieee he 
Take of | 
Camphor, one ounce ; 
Rectified fpirit of wine, * one 
pound. : 
Mix them together, that the « cam- 
phor may be diffolved. 
It may alfo be made with a double, 
triple, &c. proportion of cam- 
phor. 


Tats folution of camphor is em- 
ae 2 ployed 
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ployed chiefly for external ufes, a- 
gainft rheumatic pains, paralytic 
numbneffes, inflammations, for dif- 
cufling tumors, preventing gan- 
grenes,or reftraining their progrefs.. 
It is too pungent to be exhibited 
mternally, even when diluted, nor 
does the folution fucceed well ; for 
on the admixture of aqueous li- 
quors, the camphor gradually fepa- 
rates and runs together into little 
maffes. 

Hoffman, Rothen, and others, 
mention a camphorated fpirit not 
fubject to thisinconvenience. Itis 
prepared by grinding the camphor 
with fomewhat more than an equal 
weight of fixed alkaline falt, then 
adding a proper quantity of ‘proof- 
fpirit, and drawing off one half of 
it by diftillation. This fpirit was 
propofed to be received into our 
pharmacopoeias, under the title of 
Spiritus camphoratartarizatus. But 
upon trial, it did not anfwer expec- 
tation: fome of the camphor rifes 
with the fpiritin diftillation, though 
but afimall quantity ; whence, mix- 
ed with a large portion of water, it 
does not fenfibly render it turbid ; 
but in a proper quantity, it exhibits 
the fame appearance as the more 
common camphorated fpirit : 
not appear, that fpiric diftilled from 
camphor, with or without the alka- 
line falt, differed at all in this re- 
{pect. 

The moft convenient method of 
uniting camphor with aqueous li- 
quors, for internal ufe, feems to be 
by the mediation of almonds, or of 
mucilages ; triturated with thefe, it 
readily mingles with water into the 
form of an emulfion, at the fame 
time that its pungency is confider- 
ably abated. It may alfo be com- 
modioufly exhibited in the form of 
an oily draught, expreffed oils to- 
tally diffolving, it. 


aN 
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LINIMENTUM ANODYNUM; 
vulgo BALSAMUM ANODY:- 
NUM. 

Edinb. 

The anodyne liniment, commonly 

called dnodyne babfam. 

Take of ~ 
Opium, one ounce; 

White Caftile foap, four ounces ; 

Camphor, two ounces; . 

Effential oil of rofemary, half al 
ounce ; 

Reified fpirit of wine, rwe 
pounds. 

Digeft the opium and foap in the 
{pirit for three days; then to the 
{trained liquor add the camphos 
and oil, diligently fhaking the 
veilel. 


THE feveral ingredients in thir 
formula are exceedingly well fuitec 
for the purpofes exprefled in the title 
of this preparation ; the anodyne 
balfam has accordingly been ufec! 
with much fuccefs to allay pains in 
ftrained limbs, and fuch like topical 
affections. | 


LINIMENTUM SAPONACE: 
UM wulgo BALSAMUM SA. 
PONACEUM. | 

Edinb. - : | 
Saponaceous balfam or liniment. | 

This is made in the fame manner 
and of the fame ingredients as the 
anodyne balfam, only omitting: 
the opium. 


Ir is intended as a fimplificatiom 
and improvement of what had for-: 
merly the name of Opodeldoc, and: 
is employed with the fame inten» 
tions-as the two preceding. 


TINCTURA ANTIMONIL. | 
Rofs. | 
Tiniture of antimony . 


Take of | 


Antimony, in powder, half a 
pound ; 
a fate 


Hee | 
ir | 
oon. J 
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| Salt of tartar, one pound ; 

\» Rectified fpirit of wine three pints. 

| Mix the antimony with the falt of 

| tartar, and inject them by little 

and little into a crucible placed in 
a firong fire. Let the mixture 
melt thin, and continue in this 
ftate for half an hour; after 
which it isto be poured out into 
a hot and dry iren mortar. Pow- 
der the mafs while hot, put it in- 
toa heated matrafs, and pour the 
fpirit upon it. Digeft them toge- 
ther for three days, and then 
firain the tincture. 


| 
| 
| 


In this procefs, the alkaline falt 
janites with the fulphur of the anti- 
mony into a hepar ; which commu- 
nicatesto the fpirit a tin@ure Gmilar 
/te the tinctura fulphuris. This anti- 
‘monial tincture is {uppofed to contain 
likewife fome of the reguline parts 
of the mineral, and is faid te have 
fometimes provoked a puke when 
taken on an empty ftomach, evenin 
a fmall dofe. It ftands recommend- 
-edin dofes froma ten to fixty drops 
er more, as a deobftruent, promoter 
of urine, and purifier of the blood. 
But there is probably no purpofe to 
‘be anfwered by it, which may not 
be more effeGually obtained by other 
antimonial preparations, particular- 
ly the vinum € tartaro antimoniali. 





TINCTURA COLOCYNTHIE- 


DIS. 
Suec. 
Tincture of colocynth. 
Take of 
Colocynth, cut fmall, and freed 
from the feeds, one ounce ; 
Anifeed, one dram ; 
Proof-fpirit, fourteen ounces. 
Macerate for four days, and ftrain 
through paper. 


Iw this tincture we have the ac- 
tive purgative power of the colo- 
cynth. And although it.be feldom 
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ufed as a cathartic by itfelf, yer e- 
ven in a fmall quantity it may be 
advantageoufly employed to brifk- 
en the operation of others. 


TINCTURA CUPRI 
TILIS. 
Gen. 
Volatile tintture of copper. 

Take of 
Filings of copper, one dram ; 
Spirit of fal ammoniac, an ounce 

and a half. 

Mix them, and keep them in a 
veflel clofely ftopt, which is to 
be frequently agitated till the li- 
guor becomes of a beautiful violet 
colour, | 


VOLA- 


In this formula the copper is 
brought to a faline {tate by means of 
the volatile alkali. It may there- 
fore be confidered as very analogous 
tothe cupram ammoniacum. And 
where recourfe is had to it in prac- 
tice, it is employed with the fame 
intentions. 


TINCTURA QUASSLA. 
Suec. 
Tintture of quaffia. 
Take of pal 
Quaffia, bruifed, two ounces; - 
Proof-{pirit, two pounds and an 
half, 
Digeft for three days, and then 
ftrain through paper. 


By proof-f{pirit the medical pro- 


perties, as well asthe fenfible qua- 


lities of the quaffia, are readily ex- 
tracted. And-under this form it 
may*be advantageoufly employed 
for anfwering different purpofes in 
medicine. 


TINCTURA : LACC&., 
Suec. 
TinGure of lac. 
Take of 
Gum lac, powdered, one ounce ; 
Je 1 3 Myrrh, 
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Myrrh, three drams ; 
Spirit of fcurvy-grafs, a pint and 
an half. 


Digeft in a fand-heat for fix days ; 
after which, ftrain off the tinc- 
ture for ufe. 


Tuts tincture is principally em- 
ployed for ftrengthening the gums, 
and in bleedings and fcorbutic exul- 
cerations of them : it may be fitted 
for ufe with thefe intentions, by 


mixing it with honey of rofes, or 


the like. Some recommend it in- 
ternally againft{corbutic complaints, 
and as acorroborant in gleets, fe- 
male weaknefles, &c. Its warmth, 
pungency, and manifeftly aftrin- 
gent bitterifh tafte, point out its vir- 
tues in thefe cafes to be confidera- 
ble, tho’ common practice among 
us has not yet received it. 


TINCTURA NUCIS VO- 
MICA, 
Refs. 
Tindure of nux vomica. 
Take of 
Nux vomica, an ounce and a 
half ; 
-Proof-fpirit, two pounds. 
Digeft for fome days, and then 

{train it. 

THE nux vomica, a very active 
vegetable, has of late, as we have 
already had occafion to obferve, been 
introduced into practice as taken in- 
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ternally, for the cure of intermit! 
tents and of coniagious dyfentery) 
In thefe affections it may be employ, 
ed under the form of tin@ure ai 
well asin fubftance ; and in this wai 
it moft readily admits of being com 
bined with other articles, either a: 
adjuvantia or corrigentia. 


TINCTURA SUCCINI. 
_ Sue. 
Tindure of amber. 
Take of 
Yellow amber, pounded, 
ounce ; 
Vitriolic cther, four ounces. 
Digeft for three days ina veffel ac: 
curately clofed, frequently fha: 
king the veflel, and after this 
ftrain through paper. 


ond 


THe tincture of amber was for- 
merly prepared with rectified {pirit 
of wine ; butthe menftruum here di- 
rected gives a morecomplete foluti- 
on, and forms a more elegant and 
active tincture. It poffeffesthe whole 
virtues of the concrete ; and altho’ 
it has at prefent no placein our 
Pharmacopoeia, yet it is perhaps to 
be confidered as one of the moft 
valuable preparations of amber, It 
has been recommended in a variety 
of affections, particularly thofe of 
the nervous kind, as hyfterical and 
epileptic complaints. It may be ta- 


ken from a few drops to the extent 


of a tea-{poonful in a glafs of wine 
or any fimilar yeni 
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MISTURA CAMPHORATA. 
Lond. 
. Camphorated mixture. 
Take of 
Camphor one dram. 


Rectified fpirit of wine, ten 
drops ; ; 
Double.refined fugar, half an 

ounce ; 


Boiling diftilled water, one pint. 
Rub the camphor firft with the fpi- 
rit of wine, then with the fugar ; 

laftly add the water by degrees, 
and ftrain the mixture. 


Wie camphor is often exhi- 
bited ina folid ftate, it is frequently 
alfo advantageous to employ it as 
diffufed in watery fluids. And with 
this intention the prefent formula is 
perhaps one of the moft fample, the 
union being effected merely by the 
aid of a finall quantity of fpirit of 
wine and a little fugar. But per- 
haps the more common form of .e- 
mulfion in which tke union is effec- 
ted, by triturating the camphor with 
a few almonds,is not to be’confider- 
ed as inferior to this. For the unc- 
tuous quality of the almonds ferves 
to aconfiderable degree to cover the 
pungency of the camphor without 
diminifhing its aétivity. Camphor 
under the prefent form as wellas that 
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of emulfion, is very often ufeful in fe- 
vers,taken to the extent of a table. 
fpoonful every three or four hours. 


MISTURA CRETACEA. 
Lond. 
Chalk mixture. 


Take of. ) ps ae 


Prepared chalk, oneounce; 
Double-refined ‘fagar, fix drams; 
Gum arabic, powdered, twe 
olinces ; 
Diftilled water, two pints. 
Mix them. 


POTIO CRETACEA. 
Edinb. . 
Chalk drink. 
Take of 
Prepared chalk, ene ounce ; 
Pureft refined fugar, half an 


ounce ; 
Mucilage of gum arabic, two 
ounces ; 
Rub them together, and add by de- 
degrees. | 


Water, two pounds and an half; 
Spirituous cinnamon water, .two 
ounces. 


THESE two preparations agree 


‘pretty much bothin their name and 


in their nature. But of the two 
formule that of the Edinburgh col- 
Lig dege 
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lege is moft agreeable to the palate, 
from containing a proportion of cin- 
namon water, by which the difa- 
greeable talte of the chalk is ta- 
ken off. ‘. 

In the former Edition of the E- 
dinburgh pnarmacopoeia, a prepara- 
tion of this kind ftood among the 


decoétions, and the chalk was direc- 


ted to be boiled with the water and 
gum: by the prefent formula, the 
chalk is much more completely fu- 
{pended by the mucilage and fugar ; 

which laft gives alfo to the mixture 
an agreeable tafte. It is proper to 
employ the fineft fugar, as the re- 
dundant acid in the coarfer kinds 
might form with the chalk a kind of 
phofphoric falt. It would perhaps 
have been more proper to have add- 
ed an aromatic, by fufpending the 
entire powder of cinnamon, or its 
oil, by means of the mucilage, and 
fagar: The method here direGed is, 

however, lefs exceptionable i in this 
than in many other preparations, as 
the precipitated matter of the f{pi- 
_ Fituous water will probably be invif- 
cated in the faccharine and mucila- 
_ ginous matter. ‘This is a very cle- 
gant form of exhibiting chalk, and 
isan ufefal remedy in difeafes arifing 
from, or accompanied with acidity 
in the prime viz. It is frequently 
employed in diarrhoea proceeding 
from that caufe. 
only ferves tokeep the chalk uni- 
formly defufed, but alfo improves its 
virtues by fheathing the internal 
furface of the inteftines, The dofe 
of this medicine requires no nicety. 

It may be taken to the extent of 
a pound or twoin the coutfe of a 


day. 


MISTURA MOSCHATA. 
Lond. 
Mu fk-mixture. 
Take of 
Mufk, two fcraples ; 


\ 
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Part If. 


Gum arabic, powdered, | 
Double-refined fugar, of each one | 
dram: : 
Rofe-water, fix ounces by mea- | 
fure 
Rub the muflc firft with the fugar, 
then with the gum, and add the | 
rofe-water by degrees. 


Tuis had formerly the name of 
julepum e mofche,and was intended , 
as an improvement upon the Hy/fle- 
ric julep with mufk of Bates. O- 
range-flower water is directed by 
that author ; and indeed this more 
perfeily coincides with the mufk 
than rofe-water: but as the former 
is difficultly procurable in perfec- 
tion, the Jatter is here preferred. 
The julep appears turbid at firft : 
on ftanding a little time, it depo- 
fites a brown powder, and becomes 
clear, but at the fame time lofes 
great part of its virtue. This in- 
convenience may be prevented by 
thoroughly grinding the mufk with 
gum arabic before the addition of 
the water: by means of the gum, 
the whole fubftance of the muflx is 
made toremain fufpended inthe wa- 
ter. Volatile {pirits are in many 
cafes an ufeful addition tomufk, and 
likewife enable water to keep fome- 
what more of the mufi diffolved 
than it would-otherwife retain. 


LAC AMYGDAL. 


Lond. 
Almond-milk. 
Take of 
Sweet almonds, one ounce and 
an half; 
Double-refined fugar, half an 


ounce; — 
Diftilled water, two pints. 

Beat the almonds with the fugar ; 
then, rubbing them together, add 
by degrees the water, and ftrain 
the liquor. 

EMUL.- 
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EMULSII COMMUNIS. 
Ediné. 
Common emulfion. 

Take of 
Sweet almonds, one ounce ; 
Bitter almonds, one drain ; 
Common water, two pounds and 

a half. 

Beat the blanched almonds in a 
marble mortar, andyradually pour 
on them the common water, 
working the whole well toge- 
ther; then ftrain off the liquor. 


EMULSIO ARABICA, 
Edinb, 
Arabic emulfion. 

This is made in the fame nianner as 
the preceding; only adding, 
whilit beating the almonds. 

Of mucilage of gum Arabic, two 

ounces. 


At thefe may be confidered as 
poffefling nearly the fame qualities. 
Butof the three the laft is the mot 
powerful demulcent. 

Great care fhould be taken, that 
the almonds be not become rancid 
by keeping; which will not only 
render the emulfion extremely un- 
pleafant, a circumftance of great 
confequence in a medicine that re- 
quires to be taken in large quanti- 
ties, but likewife give it injurious 
qualities little’ expected from pre- 
parations of this clafs. The addi- 
tion of che bitter almonds now order- 
ed by the Edinburgh college in pre- 
paring thefe emulfions, may perhaps 
preferve them in fome degree from 
fuffering the above changes ; butitis 
much more ufeful as giving the e- 
mulfion an agreeable flavour. And 
although the fubftance of bitter al- 
monds be of a deleterious nature, yet 
nothing is to be apprehended from 
the quantity here employed. 

Thefe liquors are principally made 
ufe of for diluting and obtunding a- 
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crimonious humours ; particularly in 
heat of urine and ftranguarics ari- 
fing either from a natural fharpnefs 
of the juices, from the operation of 
cantharides or other irritating medi- 
cines: in thefe cafes, they are tobe 
drank frequently, to the quantity of 
half a pint or more at a time. 

Some have ordered emulfions to 
be boiled, with a view to deprive 
them of fome imaginary crudity ; 
but by this procefs they quickly 
ceafe to be emulfions, the oil fepa- 
rating from the water, and floating 
diftinétly upon the furface. Acids 
and vinous fpirits produce a like de- 
compotition. On ftanding alfo for 
fome days, without addition, the 
oily matter feparates and rifes tothe 
top, not ina pure form, but in that 
of athick cream. Thefe experiments 
prove the compofition of the emul- 
fions made from the oily feeds of 
kernels, and at the fame time point 
out fome cautions to be attended te 
in their preparation and ufe. 


LAC AMMONIACI. 
Lond. 
Ammoniacum milk. 
Take of 
Ammoniacum, two drams; 
Diftilled water, half a pint. 
Rub the yum- atin with the water, 
gradually poured on, until i it be- 
comesa milk. 


In the fame manner may be madea_ 


milk of afafoerida, and of the 
reft of the gum- -refins. 


Tue ammoniacum milk is em- 


ployed for attenuating tough phlegm, 


and promoting expectoration, in 


humoural afthmas, coughs, and ob-. — 
It may be. 


{tructions of the vifcera. 
given to the quantity of two fpoon= 
fuls twice a-day. 

The lac afafoetide is employed i in 


fpafmodical, hyfterical, and other 
‘And itis alfa, 


nervous affections. 
note 
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not unfrequently ufed under the form 


of injection. It-anfwers the fame 
purpofes as afafoetida in fubftance. 


SPIRITUS A THERIS VITRI- 
OLICI COMPOSITUS. 
: Lond. 
Compound of vitriolic ether. 
Take of 
Spirit of vitriolic ather, two 
pounds; 
Oil of wine, 
Mix them. 


three drams. 


Tats is fuppofed to be, if not 
precifely the fame, at leaft very 
nearly, the celebrated liquor anody- 
gus mineralis of Hoffman: as we 
learn from his own writings, that 
the liquor which he thus denomi- 
nated, was formed of dulcified fpirit 
of vitriol and the aromatic. oil 
which arifes after it: But he does 
not tell us in what proportions thefe 
were combined. It has been highly 
extolled as an anodyne and antifpaf- 
modic medicine ; and with thefe in- 
tentions it is not unfrequently em- 
ployed in practice, 


SPIRITUS AMMONILZ COM- 
POSITUS. 
Lond. 

Compound [pirit of ammonia. 
Take of 

Spirit of ammonia, two pints; 

Effential oil of lemon, 
nutmeg, of cach 








two dea 
Mix iat 


\ 


Turis iffers almoft only inname _- 


from the following. 


SPIRITUS VOLATILIS ARO- 
MATICUS, valgo SPIRITUS 
VOLATILIS OLEQOSUS, er 
SPIRITUS SALINUS ARO- 
MATICUS. 

Edinb. 

| Folatile aromatic foirit, commonly 
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called volatile oily /pirit, and fa- 
line aromatic fpirit. 
Take of 
Vinous fpirit of fal ammoniac, — 
eight ounces ; 
Diftilled oil of rofemary, one 
dram and a half; 
Diftilled oil of lemon-peel, one 
dram. 
Mix them, that the oils may be dif- 
folved. 


By the method here directed, the . 
oils are as completely diffolved as 
when diftillation is employed. 

Volatile falts, thus united with a- 
romatics, are not. only more agree-. 
able in flavour, but likewife more 
acceptable to the ftomach, and lefs 
acrimonious than in their pure ftate. 
Both the foregoing compofitions 
turn out excellent ones, provided the 
oils are good, and the diftillation 
fkilfully performed. The dofe is 
from five or fix drops to fixty or 
more. 

Medicines of this kind might be 
extemporaneoufly, by 
dropping any proper effential oi] in- 
to the dulcified fpirit of fal ammo- 
niac, which will readily diffolve the 
oil without the affiftance of diftilla- 
tion. But it is perhaps preferable 
that they fhould be ager: fhops 
ready mixed. 


SPIRITUS AMMONITE SUCCI- 
NATUS. 
ye Lond. 
Succinated [pirit a ammonia. 

Take of 
Alcohol, “one ounce ; 

Water of pure ammonia, four 
ounces by meatfure ; 
Rectified oil ofamber, one fcruple; 

Soap, ten grains. 

Digeft the foap and oil of ainber 
in the alcohol till they be dif- 
folved; then add the water of 
pure ammonia, and mix them by 
fhaking. 

Tuis 
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Tus compofition is extremely 
penetrating, and haslately come in- 
to effeem, particularly for {melling 
to in lownefles and faintings, under 
the name ot Eau de luce. It has 
been hitherto brought from France. 
It is not quite Jimpid, for the oil of 
amber diflolves only imperfectly in 
the fpirit: if the volatile fpirit be not 
exceedingly ftrong, {carcely any of 
the oil will be imbibed. 

The Eau de luce is not only ufed 
with the viewof making an impref- 
fion upon the nofe, but is taken in- 
ternally inthe fame cafes. Ir has 
likewife of late been celebrated as a 
remedy for the bite of the rattle- 
fnake, when ufed internally, and 
applied externally to the wounded 


part. 


SPIRITUS CAMPHORA- 
TUS, 
Lond. 
Camphorated /pirit. 
Take of 
Camphor, four ounces ; 
Rectified fpirit of wine, two 
pints. : 
Mix them, fo that the camphor 
may be diflolved. 


Or this we have already had oc- 
cafion to fpeak in the preceding 
chapter under the title given to it 
by the Edinburgh college. 


EMULSIO OLEOSA SIM- 
PLEX. 
, Cen. 
Simple oily emulfion. - 
Take of 
Almond oil, one ounce ; 
Syrup of althea, an ounce anda 
half ; 
Gum arabic, half an ounce ; 
Fountain water, fix ounces. 
Mix,and make an emulfion accord- 
‘ing to art. 
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EMULSIO OLEQSA VOLA- 
TILIS. ‘ 
Gen. 
“olatile oily ue On. 
Take of 
Almond oil, an ounce and a half; 
Syrup of aliheds one ounce ; 
Gum arabic, half an ounce ; 
Volatile alkaline falt, one dram ; 
Fountain water, feven ounces. 
Mix them according to art. 


Born thefe are elegant and con- 
venient modes of exhibiting oi] in- 
ternally. And under thefe torms it 
is often advantageoufly employed in 
cafes of cough, hoarfenefs, and fi- 
milar affections. By means of the 
alkali, a more intimate union of oil 
with water is obtained than can be 
had with the intermedium either of 
fyrup or vegetable mucilage ; and 
in fome cafes, the alkali both con- 
tributes to anfwer the intention in’ 
view, and prevents the oi! from ex- 
citing ficknefs at ftomach : But in 
other inftances, the pungency which. 
it imparts is difagreeabl € to the pa- 
tient and unfavourable to the difs— 
eafe. According to thefe circum- 
ftances, therefore, where an oily. 
mixture is to beemployed, ithe prac- . 
titioner will be determined in his 

choice to have recourfe either to the 
one or the other forjula. 


JULAPIUM ACIDUM. 
Gen. 
Acid julep. 

Take of 

W eak vitriolic acid, three drams; 

Simple fyrup, three ounces ; 

Fountain water, two ponnds., 
Mix them. 


In this ftate, the vitriolic acid ig 
fuficiently diluted to he taken with 
eafe in confiderable dofes.’ And it — 
may thus be advantageoufly employ. 
ed in various aflections ; concerning 

which 


S40 
which we have already had occa- 
fion to make fome remarks in the 
Materia Medica, and which are to 
‘be anfwered, either by its action 
on the ftomach, or on the fyftem in 
general. 


JULAPIUM AX THEREUM. 
Gen. 
Lither julep. 
‘Take of 
Pure vitriolic ether, two fcruples; 
Fountain water, fix ounces ; 
Refined fugar, half an ounce. 
Mix them according to art. 


ALTHOUGH it isin general pro- 
per that ether fhould be diluted on- 
ly when it is to be immediately u- 
fed, yet it is fometimes neceflary 
that it fhould be put into the hands 
of the patient in the ftate in which 
itistobetaken. In fuch inftances 
the prefent formula is a very proper 
one ; but the addition of a little mu- 
cilage tends both to cover the pun- 


gency of the zther in the mouth, 


and to retain it in a fee of baci 
with the water. 


JULAPIUM SUCCINATUM. 
Gen. 
Amber juleps. 

Take of 

Tind@ure of amber, two drams ; 

Refined fugar, half an ounce ; 

Fountain water, fixounces. * 
Mix them according to art. | 


Unver this form the tincture of 
ainber is fo far diluted and {weeten- 
ed, as to form an agreeable mixture ; 
and in this manner it may often be 
_advantayeoufly employed for coun- 
teracting nervous affections, and an- 
Awering thofe other purpofes for 
‘which we have already mentioned 
thar this article is had recourfe toin 
: pradtice. 
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MIXTURA SALINA. 


Suec. 
Saline mixtur ey or julep. 
Take of 
Fixed vegetable alkali,one ounce; 
Fountain water, five ounces. 
To this lixivium add, 

Lemon juice, two ounces, or as 
much as is fufficient to faturate 
the alkali ; 

Simple fyrup, half an ounce. 


Tuis mixture is frequently pre- 
{cribed in febrile difeafes as a means 


_ of promoting a flight difcharge by 


the furface: For where the fkin is 
parched with great encreafedheat,it 
generally operates asa gentle dia- 
phoretic. It often alfo promotes a 
difcharge by the kidneys, and is not 
unfrequently employed to reftrain 
vomiting. With thefe intentions it 
is in daily ufe among Britifh practi- 
tioners, although it has no place in 
our pharmacopoeias, from its being 
entirely an eXtemporaneots pre- 
{cription. 


SOLUTIO MINERALIS AR- 
SENICI, 
Mineral folution of arfenic. 
Take of 
White arfenic, reduced to a fub- 
tile powder, 

Fixed vegetable alkali, each fix- 
ty-four grains ; 

Diftilled water, half a pint. 

Put it into a florentine flafk, and let 
this be placed in a fand-hear, fo 
that the water may boil gently 
till the arfenic be completely dif- 
folved ; then add to the {olution 
when cold half an ounce of fpirit 
of javender, and as much diftilled 
water as to make the folution a- 


~ mount to a pint by meafure, or 


fifteen ounces and an half by 
weight. 


For the introduction of this re- 
medy 
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medy we are indebted to Dr Fowler 
of Stafford. We have already had 
occafion to mention it when treating 
of arfenic in the Materia Medica: 
and we then obferved, that if it be 
not precifely the fame, itis at leaft 
fuppofed to be very analogous to a 
remedy which has had a very ex- 
tenfive fale in fome parts of Eng- 
land under the name of the Ta/fe- 
hefs ague drop ; and which hasbeen 
employed with very great fuccefs in 
the cure of obftinate intermittents. 
But whether the prefent formula in 
any degree approaches to the tafte- 
lefs ague drop or not, there can be 
no doubt, frem the concurring tef- 
timony of many eminent pra¢tition- 
ers, that it is equally fuccefsfully in 
combating intermittents. For this 
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YRUPS are faturated folutions 

of fugar, made in water, or wa- 
tery vinous infufions, or in juices. 
They were formerly confidered as 
medicines of much greater import- 
ance than they are thought to be at 
prefent. Syrups and diftilled waters 
were for fome ages made ufe of as 
the great alteratives ; infomuch that 
the evacuation of any peccant hu- 
mour was never attempted, till by 
a due courfe of thefe it had firft been 
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purpofe it is given according to the 
age and other circumftances of the 
patient in dofes from two to twenty 
drops, once, twice, or oftener in 
the courfe of the day: And its ufe 
has been found to be attended with 
remarkable fuccefs, although with 
fome patients even very {mall dofes 
have been found to excite fevere vo- 
miting. Befides diftincly marked 
Intermittents, this folution has alfo 
been fometimes fuccefsful in obfti- 
nate periodical headachs, and in cu- 
taneous afteGtions of the leprous 
kind, refifting every other mode of 
cure. And perhaps in every cafe | 
where arfenic can be employed with 
fafety or advantage internally, this 
preparation is preferable toany other 
with which we are yet acquainted. 


XXIII, 


Phe 
fuppofed to be regularly prepared for 
expulfion. Hence arofe the exuberant 
collection of both, which we meet 
with in pharmacopoeias, and like er- 
rors have prevailed m each. As 
multitudes of diftilled waters have 
been com pounded from materials une 
fit to give any virtue over the helm; 
fo numbers of fyrups have been pre- 
pared from ingredients, which in 
this form cannot be taken in fuff- | 
cient dofestoexert their virtues; for — 

two 
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two-thirds of a fyrup confift of fu- 


gar, and greateft part of the re- 
maining third is an aqueous fluid. 


Syrups are at prefent chiefly re- 


garded as convenient vehicles for 
medicines of yreaier efficacy ; and 
made ufe of for (weetenin, x draughts 
and juleps, for reducing the lighter 
powders into bolufes, pills, or clec- 
uaries, and other fimilar purpofes. 
Some likewife may not improperly. 


be confidered as medicines them-: 


felves; as thofe of faffron, buck- 
thorn berries, and fome others. 


To the chapter on fyrups the 
London college in their pharmaco- 
pocia have premifed che tology 
general obfervations. : 

In the making of fyrups, svhere 
we have not dire@ed either the 
weight of the fagar, or the manner 


in which it fhould be diffolved, this 
is to be the rule; 
Take of 
Double-refined fagar, rwenty- 
nine ounces; “e oes 


Any kind of liquor, one pint. - 

Diffolve the fagar in the liquor, ina 
water- ae then’) fer it: afidie 
for twenty-four hours; take off 
the feum, and pour of rhe fy- 
‘rap from ‘the feces if there be 
any. 


Tae following are the peneral 
rales which have commonly been 
given with refpec to the prepara- 
tion of fyrups. 


Att the rules laid down'for making 
deco¢tions are likewife to be ob- 
ferved in the decoétions for fy- 
rups. Vegetables, both for de- 

coétions and infufions, ought to 
be dry, unlefs they are exprefsly 
ordered otherwife. 

In both the London and. Edin- 
burgh Pharmacopoeia, only the 

oote 
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ee or double- refined fugar is 

allowed. 

‘In the fyrupsprepared by boiling, 
it has been cuftomary to perform the 
clarification with whites of eggs af- 
ter the fngar had been diflolved in 
the decoction of the vegetable. This 


method-is apparently injarions to 
the bli gett 
‘impurities of the fagar are thus dif- 


fince not only the 


charged; but a confiderable part 

likewife of the medicinal matter, 

which the water had before taken 
up from the ingredients, is feparated 

— with them. Nor indeed is 

the clarification and defpumation of 

the fagar, by itfelf, very advifable ; 
for its purification by this procefs is 
hot fo perfect as might be expected: 

after it has undergone this procefs, 

the refiners {till feparate from it a 

quantity of oily matter, which is 

difagreeable to weak ftomachs. It 
therefore moft elipible to 
employ fine fugar for all the fyrups ; 
even the purgative ones (which have 
been ufually made with coarfe fu- 
gar, as formewhat coinciding with 
their intention) not excepted; for, 
as purgative medicines are in gene- 
ral angrateful to the 7 mgt it iS 
certainly improper to employ an ad- 
dition which increafes their offen- 
fivenefs. 

Po San, ee 

Where the weight of the fugar is 
not exprefled, twenty-nine oun- 
ces are to be taken in every pint 
of liquor. The fugar is to be re- 
duced into powder, and diffol- 
ved in the liquor by the heat of a 
water-bath, unlefs ordered other- 
wife. 

Although in the formula of feveral 
of the fyrups, a double weight of 
fugar to that of the liquor is di- 
rected, yet lefs will generally be 
fafficient. Firft, therefore, dif- 
folvein the liquor an equal weight 
of fugar, | then ny add fome 

more 
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more in powder, tilla little re- 


mains undiffolved at the bottom, 

which is to be afterwards incor- 

porated by fetting the fyrup ina 
water-bath.. 

The quantity of fagar fhould be 
fo much as the liquor is capable of 
keeping diffolved in the cold: if 
there is more, a part of it will fe- 
_ parate, and concrete intocryftals, or 
candy; if lefs, the fyrup will be 
fubjec&t to ferment, efpecially in 
warm weather, and change into a 
vinous, or four liquor. If in cry- 
ftallifing, only the fuperfluons fugar 
feparated, it would be of no incon- 
venience ; but when part of the fu- 
gar has candid, the remaining fy- 


rupis found to have an under pro-, 


portion, and is as fubject to fer- 
mentation as if it had wanted fugar 
at firft. 

Iv. 


Copper-veffels, unlefs they be well 


tinned fhould not be employed in 

the making of acid fyrups, or 
_ fach as are compofed of the juices 

of fruits. 

The confectioners, who are the 


moft dexterous people atthefe kinds — 


of preparations, to avoid the ex- 

pence of frequently new-tinning 

their veflels, rarely make afe of any 
other than copper ones untinned, in 

the preparation even of the moft a- 

cid fyraps, as of oranges and le- 

mons. Neverthelefs, by taking due 
care, that their coppers be “well 

{coured and perfeétly clean, and 

that the fyrup remain no longer in 

them than is abfolutely neceflary, 
they avoid giving it any ill tafte 
or quality. from the metal. This 
practice, however, is by no means 
to be recommended to the apothe- 
cary. 

V. 

The fyrup, when made, is to be fet 
by till next day; if any faccha- 
rine cru{t appears upon the fur- 
face, it is to be taken off. 
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SYRUPUS ACETII. 
- Eding, 
_ Syrup of vinegar. 
Take of 
Vinegar, two poundsandan half ; 
Refined fugar, three pounds and 
an half. 
Boil them till a fyrup be formed. 


Tutsistobeconfidered as fimple 
fyrup merely acidulated, and is by 
no means unpleafant.. It is often 
employedin mucilaginous mixtures, 
and the like; and on account of its 
cheapnefs it is often preferred to fy- 
rup of lemons. 





SYRUPUS ALTHRE. 
1 Lond. 
Syrup of marfhmallow. 
Take of 
Freth root of mar fhmall low, brui- 
_ fed one pound: 
Double-refined fiat four pounds; 
Diftilled water, one gallon. 
Bo the water with the marfhmal- 
low rootto one half, and prefs 
out the liquor when cold, 
it by twelve hours; and, after 
the feces have fubfided, pour off 
the liquor. Add the fogar, and 
boil it to the weight of fix 
pounds. 





Edin6. 
Take of 
Marfhmallow roots, 
dried, nine ounces ; 
Water ten pounds ; 
Pureft fugar, four pounds; 


fomewhat 


Boil the water with the roots tothe © 


confumption of one half, and 
ftrain the liquor, ftrongly exprefs- 
ing it. Suffer the frained liquor 
to reft till the feces have fabfid- 
ed, and when it is. free, of th 
dregs, add the fugar; thent 
fo as to makea fyrup. 





T ne fyrup of marfhmallows feems 


to have been a ‘ert of favourire a- 
meng 


Ser 


os 
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mong difpenfatory writers, who have 
taken great pains to alter and amend 
it, but have been wonderfully tender 
In retr enching any of its articles. [n 
the laft prefcription, it is lopt of its 
{uperfiuities, without any injary to 
its virtues. Itisufed chiefly in ne- 
phritic cafes, for fweetening emol- 

lient decoétions, and the like: of - 
itfelf it can do little fervice, not- 
withftanding the high opinion which 
fome have entertained of it; for 
what can be xfited from two or 
three fpoonfuls of che fyrup, when 
the decoction, from which two or 
jounds are macs, may be ta- 
a draughtor two? It is fome- 
times ufeful in tickling coughs, by 
invifcating irritating matter diftill- | 
ing in the fances: in this way tt 
fometimes affords confiderable relief 





@ 
SYRUPUS CARYOPHILLI 
RUBRI.. 
Lond. 


«Syrup of clove Fuly Slag 
Take of ce 
Frefhclove July-flowers, thes 
being cut off, two pounds 5 ; 
Boiling diftilled water, fix pints. 
Macerate the flowers for twelve 
hours in a glafs veflel; and, in 





a 


the ftrained liquor, diffolve the 7 


double-refined fugar, that it may 
be made a fyrup. 


SYRUPUS CARYOPHILLO- 
RUM. 
Edin6. 
Syrup of clove Fuly-flower. 

Takeot” * 

Clove July- -Aowers, frefh gather- 
ed and freed from the heels, 
-one pound ; 

Pureft fugar, feven pounds and a 

ogearter ; 

_ Boiling water four pounds. 

- Macerate the flowers in the water 
fora night; then to the ftrained 
liquor add the fugar previoufly 

- beat, and djfolve it by a gentle 

wae 


Preparations and Compofitions. 


care is required to take up this root 


Part Tf. 
heat, to make the whole ne a 
fyrup. 


Turis fyrup is of an si heeable 
flavour, and a fine r:d colour; and 
for thefe itis chiefly valued. Some— 
have fubitituted to it one eafily pre- 
parable at feafons when the fiowers 
are not to be procured: an ounce 
of clove {pice is infufed for jome 
days in twelve ounces of white 
wine, the liquor ftrained, and, with 
the addition of twenty ounces of fu- 
gar, boiled to a proper confiftence ; © 
a little cochineal rendersthe colour 
of this fyrup exaétly fimilar to that 
prepared fromthe clove July-flow- 
er; and its flavour is of the fame 
kind, though not fo pleafant. The 
abule may be readily detected by ad- - 
ding to a little of the fyrup fome 
alkaline falt or ley; which will 
change the genuine fyrup toagreen 
colour; but inthe counterfeit,it will 
make no fuch alteration, only va- | 
rying the thade of the red. * 

As the beauty of the colour is a 
principal quality in this fyrup, no 
force in the way of fin ere fhould 
be ufed in feparating the liquor from 
the flowers. 


* SYRUPUS COLCHICI. - 
Edinb. 
Syrup wt colchicum. 
Take of 
Colchicum root, frefh and fuceu= 
- lent, cut into {mall pieces, one 
ounce: 
Vinegar, fixteen ounces ; 
Pure(t fugar, twenty-fix ounces. 
Macerate the root in the vinegar 
two days, now and then fhaking 
the veffel ; then ftrain tt witha 
gentle — To the ftrained 
liquor add the fugar, and boil a. 
little, fo as to form a fyrup. 


Tuas fyrup feems to be the beft 
preparation of the colchicum; great 


cy 


im 


Chap. 23+ 


in the proper ian: and from er- 
rors of this kind we are to afcribe 
the uncertainty in the effeéts of this 
medicine as found in the fhops. — 
_ The fyrap of colchicum is often 
faccefsfully employed as a diuretic, 
nd may be taken froma dram ar two 
go the extent of an ounce or more. 


SYRUPUS CORTICIS AURAN- 
| Seok : 

ie Lond. 

| Syrup of orange-peel. 

Take of eee 

 Frefh outer-rind of Seville oran- 
| ges, eight ounces; 

Boiling diftilled water, five pints. 
[Macerate for twelve hours in a clofe 


| veflel; and, in the ftrained li- 
| quor, diffolve the double-refined ~~ 


fugar to make a fyrup. - 


| 
| 
a 


Edinb. 

Dake of 

| Yellow rind of Seville orange- 
| peel, frefh, fix ounces; 

Boiling water, three pounds. 
ne them for a night in a clofe 





| veffel ; then ftrain the liquor ; lec 
} at ftand to fettle; and having 
| poured it off clear from the fedi- 
ment, diffolve in it four pounds 
_ and a quarter of white fugar, fo 
as to make it into a fyrup with a 
_ gentle heat. 


| In making this ae it 1s parti- 
pularly neceflary that the fugar be 
revioufly powdered, and diffolved 
n the infufion with as gentle a heat 
is poflible, to prevent the exhalation 
ff the volatile parts of the peel. With 
refe cautions, the fyrup proves a 
jery elegant and agreeable one, pof- 
fling great {hare of the fine flavour 
ue orange- peel. 






-SYRUPUS CROCI. 
Lond. 


Syrup of faffron. 


Syrups. , 


Take of 
Saffron, one ounce 
Boiling diftilled water, one pint. 


-Macerate the faffron, inthe water, —” 
for twelve hours, inaclofe veflel ; 
and diflolve the double refined 
fugar in the ftrained liquor that 


it may be made a fyrup. 


Sarrron is very well fitted for — 
making a fyrup, as in this form a 


fuffcient dofe of itis contained in a 
reafonable compafs. This fyrup is 
at prefent frequently prefcribed ; it 
is a pleafant cordial, and oe a 
fine colour to juleps. % eee 





_SYRUPUS SUCCI LIMONIS, 
Lond. 

— % sales of lemon-juice. 

Take of 

Lefion-juice, ftrained, after the 





feces have fubfided, two pints; — 


Double-refined fugar, fifty oun- 
ces. 

lve the fugar, that it may 

made a fyrup. 





SYRUPUS e .SUCCO MALO- 


RUM LIMONIORUM. 
: Edinb. 
Syrup of lemon-juice. . 
Take of 
Juice of lemons, fuffered to ftand 
till the feces Bove fubfided, and 
afterwards {trained,two pounds 
and a half. 
Double-refined fugar, ay oun- 
PCS 
Diffolve the fugar in the j juice, . as 
to make a fyrup thereof. 


SYRUPUS FRUCTUS MORI. 
Lond. 
Syrup of the juice cs mulberries. 


SYRUPUS FRUCTUS RUBE 


IDA‘, 

Lond. 
Syrup of the juice of tafpberries» 
rae Mm  S¥- 
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SYRUPUS FRUCTUS RIBIS 
NIGRI. 


Lond. ia 


Syrup of black currants. 
Thefe three are directed by theLon- 
don college to be prepared in the 
fame manner as fyrupof lemons, 
which. immediately precedes 
them. . 
Aut thefe four are very pleafant 
cooling fyrups; and with this in- 


tention are occafionally made ufe of — 


in dranglits and jaleps, for quench- 
ing thirft, abating heat, &c. in bi- 
lious or inflammatory diftempers. 
They are fometimes likewife em- 
ployed in gargarifms for inflamma- 
vions of the mouth and tonfils. 


SYRUPUS PAPAVERIS | 
ALBI. 
Load. e 
Syrup of the white poppy. 
Take of 
The heads of white poppies dried, 
and the feeds taken out, th 
pounds and an half; 
Double-refined fugar, fix pou: 
Diftilled water, eight. gallons. 
Slice and bruife the heads, then boil 
them in the water to three gal- 






lons, in a water-bath faturated 


with fea-falt, and prefs out the li- 
quor. Reduce this by boiling to 
about the meafure of four ‘pints, 
and {train it whilft itis hot, firft 
through a fieve, then through a 
thin woollen cloth, and fet it a- 
fide for twelve hours, that the fe- 
ces may fubfide. Boil the liquor, 
poured off from the feces, to three 
pints, and diffolve the fugar in it 
that it may be made a fyrup. 


SYRUPUS PAPAVERIS ALBI, 
fer de MECONIO, vulgo DIA- 
CODION. 

Edinb. 

Syrup of white poppies, or of meco- 

nium, commonly called diacodium. 


\ 


Preparations and Compofitions. 


Part IML. 

Take of | 
White poppy heads, dried, and 
freed from the feeds, two 
pounds ; 

Boiling water, thirty pounds; 
Pureft fugar, four pounds. 

Macerate the bruifed heads in the 
water for a nivht; next boil till 
only one-third part of the liquor 
remain; then ftrain it; exprefs- 
ing it ftrongly. Boil the ftrain- 
ed liquor to the confumption of 
one half, and firain again; laft- 
ly, add ‘the fugar, and boil toa 
fyrup. 

It may alfo be made by diffolving in 
two pounds and a half of fimple 
fyrup, one dram of the extraét of 
white poppies. 


Tuts fyrup,impregnated withthe 
opiate matcer of the poppy heads, 
is given to children in dofes of two 
or threedrams; to adults, from half 
an ounce toan ounce and upwards, 
for eafing pain, procuring reft, and. 
anfwering the other intentions of 
mild opiates. Particular care is re- 
quifite in its preparation, that it may, 
be always made, as nearly as pof-. 
fible, of the fame ftrength ; and ac-. 
cordingly the colleges have been 
very minute in their defcription si 
the procefs. 


SYRUPUS PAPAVERIS ERRA. 
TICI. 
Lond. 
Syrup of the red poppy. 

Take of | 

The frefh flowers of the wild, ov 
red poppy, four pounds ; 

Boiling diftilled water, four pints 
and an half. 

Put the flowers, by degrees, into the 
boiling water, in a water-bath) 
conftantly ftirring them. After 
this, the veilel being taken ou) 
of the bath, macerate for twelve 

hours; then prefs out the liquorr 
ane 






Chap. 23. 


and fet it apart, that the feces 
may fubfide. Laftly, makeirinto 
a fyrup, with double-relined fu- 


gar. ; 


_ Tue defign of putting the flow- 
ers into boiling water in a water- 
bath is, that they may be a little 
fcalded, fo as to fhrink enough to 
beall immerged i inthe water; with- 
out this artifice, they can fcarce be 
lai gotin: but they are no longer to 
‘be continued over the fire than till 
iehis effect is produced, left the liquor 
become too thick, and the fyrup ren- 
dered ropy. 

: This fyrup has been recommend- 
: ed in diforders of the breaft, coughs, 
gpicing. of blood, plenrifies, and o- 


ther difeafes, both as an emollient | 


and as an opiate. It is one of the 
lighteft of the opiate medicines ; and 
in this refpect fo weak, that fome 
have doubted of its having any ano- 
dyne quality. We indeed prefume, 
that ic might be very fafely fuperfe- 
ded altogether: and accordingly it 
has now no place either in the E- 


the beft foreign ones, though {till re- 
tained by the London college. 


SYRUPUS ROSE. 
Lond. 


ofe- are . 
‘Take of BU Pr ae 


_ The dried petals of the damafk 

rofe, feven ounces ; 

_ Doublerefined fugar, fix pounds; 
Boiling diftilled water, four pints. 

Macerate the petals of the rofe in 
water for twelve hours, and 

 ftrain. Evaporate the ftrained li- 
quor to two pints and an half, and 
add the fugar, that it may be 
made a fyrup. 





SYRUPUS ROSARUM 
PALLIDARUM. 
Edinb. 


Syrup of pale rofes. 


Syrups. 


dinburgh pharmacopeeia, or fome of 
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Take of 


Pale rofes, frefh gathered, one 
pound ; 
Boiling water, four pounds ; 
White fugar, three pounds. 
Macerate the rofes in the water fora 
night; thentothe liquor ftrained, 
and freed from the dregs, add the 
fugar ; boil them into a fyrup. 
This fyrup may likewife be made 
from the liquor remaining after 
the diftillation of rofe-water, de- 
purated from its feces. . 


Te liquor remaining after the 
diftillation of rofes (provided the 
{till has been perfectly clean), is as 
proper for making this fyrup as a 


freth infufion ; for the diftillation 


only collects thofe volatile parts 
which are diffipated in the air whilfk 
the infufion is boiling to its confift- 
ence: This fyrup is an agreeable 
and mild purgative for children, in 
the dofe of half a fpoonful, or a 
{poonful. It likewife proves gently 
laxative to adults; and with this 
intention may be of fervice in cof- 
tive habits. Its principal ufe is in 
folutive glyflers. 


SYRUPUS e ROSIS SICCIS. 
Edinb. 
Syrup of dry rofes. 
Take of 
Red rofes, dried, feven ounces ; 
White fugar, fix pounds ; 
Boiling water, five pounds. 
Infufe the rofes in the water for a 
night, then boil them a little ; 
{train out the liquor, and adding 
to it the fugar, boil them to the 
confiftence of a fyrup. 


Tuis iytip is fuppofed to be 
mildly aftringent: butis principally 
valued on account of its red colour. 
The London college have omitted 
it, having retained others at leaft 
equal to it in that refpect, 


im a SY- 


SYRUPUS SCILLITICUS. 
Edinb. 


Syrup of fquills. 
Take of 


Vinegar of fquills, two pounds; 


White fugar, three pounds and. 


a half. 
Make them into a fyrup Re a 
gentle heat. 


Tus fyrup was formerly prepa- 
red with fome fpices, intended to 
alleviate the offenfivenefs of the 
fquills. But while they had not this 
effect, they often counteracted the 
intention in view, and are theréfore 
emitted. It is ufed chiefly in dofes 
of a fpoonful or two, for promoting 
expectoration, which it does very 

powerfully. 


SYRUPUS SIMPLEX, five 


COMMUNIS. 
Edinb, 
Simple or common fyrup. 
Takeoff >. on 


Pureft fugar, fifteen part > 
Watery eight parts. 
Let the fugar be diffolved by a 

gentle heat. 





Tuis preparation is a plain li- 
quid fweet, void of flavour or co- 
Jour. It is convenient for fun- 
dry purpofes where thefe qualities 
are not wanted, or would be excep- 
tionable. 


SYRUPUS, SPINA: CER- 
VINA. 

Lond. 
Syrup of buckthorn. 
Take of 

The juice of ripe and freth buck- 
_ thorn berries, one gallon ; 
‘Ginger, bruifed, one ounce ; 
-All-fpice, powdered, one othce 
and.an half ; i 
Double - refined fagar, | 
oou “pounds, 
Set by the juice for fome days, that 


feven 
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the feces may fubfide, and ftrain. 
Macerate the ginger and all-fpice 

- ina pint of the ftrained juice, for 
four hours, and ftrain. Boil away 
the reft of the juice tothree pints, 
then add that part of the juice ir 
which the ginger and all-fpice 

, have been macerated; and, laft: 
ly, the fugar, that it may be ‘made 
a fyrup. 


SYRUPUS e RHAMNO CA 
THARTICO feu e SPINA 
CERVINA. — 

Edinb. 
je of buckthorn. 
Take of 
The juice of ripe buckthorn beri 
ries, depurated, feven pound! 
and a half ; 

White fugar, three pounds ana 
a half, 

Boil them to the confiftence of : 
fyrup. 


Born thefe preparations, in dos 
fes of three or four fpoonfuls, oper 
rate as brifk cathartics. The prins 
cipal inconveniences attending the 
are, their being very unpleafant, a 
their occafioning a thirft and dryy 
nefs of the mouth and fauces, ano 


‘fometimes violent gripes: thefe ef! 
feéts may be prevented by ie 


ing liberally of water-gruel, or othe 
warm liquids, during the operation 
The ungratefulnefs of the bucks 
thorn is endeavoured to be remedi 
ed in the firft of the above prefcrip) 
tions, by the addition of aromatics 
which, however, are f{carcely fuf 
ficient for that purpofes; ‘The: fe 
cond alfo had formerly an aromati! 
material for the fame intention, | 
dram of the effential oil of oe 
which being found ineffectual, 
now rejected. 3 







SYRUPUS POLrPatuS 
sreaiaa 1,8 
Syrup of batfam of Tolu. 
ak 


Pa Kh 


: 


Chap. 23. 


Take of 
| The balfam of Tolu, eight oun- 
ces; 
Diftilled water, three pints. 
| Boil for two hours. Mix with the 
| liquor, ftrained after itis cold, 
| the double-refined fugar, that it 
| may be made a fyrup. 
| 


SYRUPUS BALSAMICUS. 
Edinb. 


Balfamic [yrup. 
|i ake of 


The fyrup of fagar, juft made, 
. and warm from the fire, two 
| pounds; ~ 

Tincture of balfam of Tolu, one 
ounce. 

when the fyrup has erown almoft 
- cold, ftir intoit the tincture, by 
little ata time, agitating them 
__welltogether,till perfeétly united. 
_ Tuts laft method of making the 
balfamic fyrup was dropt in one of 
the preceding editions of the Edin- 
burgh pharmacopoeia, on a com- 
plaint that the fpirit {poilec the tafte 
of the fyrup; whichit did in a great 
degree when the tin@ture was drawn 
with malt-fpirits, the naufeous oil 
which all the common malt-fpirits 
are accompanied with communicat- 
ing that. quality ; and this was par- 


ticularly the cafe when the {piritu- 
out expreflion, and to the ftrain- 


ous part was evaporated from the 
fyrup, as was directed in the former 
edition of the Edinburgh pharmaco- 
pocia. 
fhould be taken, that the fpirit em- 
ployed for making the tin@ure, be 
perfectly clean, and well rectified 
from all ill favour. 

The intention of the contrivers of 
the two foregoing procefles feems to 
have been fomewhat different. In 
the firft, the more fubtile and fra- 


grant parts of the balfam are extrac-. 


ted from the groffer refinous matter, 
and alone retained inthe fyrup: 
the other fyrup contains the whole 


Syrups. 
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‘or alkaline liquor. 
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fubftance of the balfam in larger 
quantity. They are both moderately 
impregnated with the agreeable fla- 
vour of the balfam. 

In fome pharmacopoeias, a fyrup 
of this kind is prepared from atinc- 
ture of balfam of Peru, with rofe- 
water, anda properquantity of fu- 
gar. a: 


SYRUPUS VIOLZ. 
Lond. 
Syrup of violets. 
Take of 
The frefh petals of .the violet, 
two pounds. 
Boiling diftilled water, five pints. 
Macerate for twenty-four hours; af- 
wards firain the liquor, without 
prefling, through thin linen. Adé 
refined fugar, that it Bey, be 
made a fyrap. 


SYRUPUS VIOLARUM. 
Edinb. 
oe Syrup of violets. 
Take of 
Freth violets, one pound ; 
_ Boiling water, four. pounds, 
Pureft ‘Tugar, feven pounds anda 
half. 


‘Macerate the -violets in the water 


for twenty-four hours in a glafs, 
or atlea{t a glazed earthen veffel, 
clofe covered; then {train with- 


ed liquor add the fugar, beat, and 
make into a fyrup. 


Tats fyrupis of a very agreeable 
flavour;.and in the quantity of a 
fpoonful or two proves to children 


. gently laxative. It is apt to lofe, in 


keeping, the elegant blue colour, for 


which itischiefly valued; andhence © 
feme have been induced to counter- 


feit it with materials whofe colouris 
more permanent. ‘This abufe may 
be readily difcovered,by adding toa 
little of the fufpected fyrup any acid 
If the fyrup be 
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genuine, the acid will change its 
blue colour roa red, and the alkali 
will change it to.a green; but if 
counterfeit, thefe changes will not 
happen. It is obvious, from this 
mutability of the colour of the vio- 


Jer,that the prefcriber would be de- 


ceived if he fhould expe& to give 


any blue tinge toacidulated oralka- 


lifed juleps or mixtures, by the ad- 
dition of the blue fyrup. 


ZINGIBERIS. 
Lond. 
Syrup of ginger. 
Take of La ae 
Ginger, brnifed, four ounces ; 
Boiling diftitled water,three pints 
Maceratefor four hours, and ftrain; 
then add the refined fugar, that 
it may be made a fyrup. 


SYRUPUS 


Edinb. 
Take of 
Beat ginger, three ounces; 
Boiling water, four pounds; — 
Pureft fugar, feven pounds and a 
half. mae 
Macerate the ginger in the water in 


a clofe veffel, for twenty-four 


hours; then to the liquor {train- 
ed, and freed from the feces, add 


the beat fugar, and make them — 


into a fyrup, 


THESE are agreeable and mode- 
rately aromatic fyrups, lightly im- 
pregnated with the flavour and vir- 
tues of the ginger, 


SYRUPUS ACIDUS. 
Cen, 
; Acid fyrup, 
Take of td ‘ 
Weak fpirit of vitriol,two drams; 
Syrup of lemons, fix ounces. 
Mix them, 


WHERE we wihh to obtain a fy- 
Fup, not only ftrongly acidulated, 
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: | 
but alfo powerrully aftringent, this: 
formula may be confidered as welll 
fuiied to anfwer the purpofe. 


SYRUPUS ALKALINUS 
Gem. = 
Alkaline fyrup. 

Take of 
Salt of tartar, three drams ; 
Simple fyrup, fix ounces, 

Mix them. 


In this fyrup we have in fome: 
degree the converfe of the pre-- 
ceding ; and it may be ufefully em-- 
ployed, either for the deftruction off 
acid in the ftomach, or for the for-- 
mation of neutral or efictrvefcentt 
mixtures. : 


SYRUPUS ALLII.. 
Suec. 
Syrup of garlic. 
Take of . 
The frefh root of garlic, fliced,, 
one pound ; : 
Boiling water, two pounds. 
Macerate them in a clofe veffel for: 
an hour; add to the ftrained li-. 
quor, 
Refined fagar two pounds. 
Boil them to a fyrup. 


Tarts fyrup formerly helda place: 
in our pharmacopoeias, and wasre-- 
commeded for promoting expecto- 
ration in cafes of chronic catarrh, , 
and other affections of the breaft: 
But, as well as the oxymel ex alio, 
it is now banithed from them ; and. 
there can be litrle doubt that the: 
fame intentions may in general be: 
anfwered by lefs difagreeable medi- | 
cines. Yet where we wifhto em-. 
ploy garlic as acted upon by a wa- 
tery menftruum, this formula is) 
perhaps one of the beftunder which | 
it can be exhibited, ~ - 

Soa SYRUPUS | 


| Chap. 23. 
- SYRUPUS AMYGDALINUS. 
; mals 
. Syrup of almonds. 
Take of 
Sweet almonds, one pound ; 
Bitter almonds, two drams. 
Let the almonds be blanched and 
beat in a ftone mortar, with a 
wooden peitle; then by degrees 
add barley-water, two pounds ; 
{train the liquor, and form it into 
a fyrup, with as much double- 
refined fugar as may be necef- 
fary. ae 


Tue agreeable flavour of theal- 
monds,isin this formulacom munica- 
ted to a fyrup, which may be advan- 
tageoully employed to {weeten mix- 
tures, or to form a pleafant drink 
when diffuffed in. water; andthe 
flavour is not a little improved by 
the addition of the proportion of bit- 
ter almonds here directed. Burt even 
thefe cannot be fuppofed to commu- 
nicate any active quality to this fy- 
rup, as they are employed in fo {mall 
a quantity; and ftill lefs is to be 
expected from the {weet almonds, 
which can communicate little more 
to the fyrap than their mild oil. 


SYRUPUS CINNAMONI. 
Rofs. 
Syrup of cinnamon. 
Take ct’) 


Cinnamon, bruifed, five ounces; 


Spirituous cinnamon-water, two 
pounds. | 
Digeft them in a clofe glafs veffel 
for twenty-four hours; then add 
to the ftrained liquor double- 
refined fugar, three pounds; boil 
it to a fyrup. 


Tuts fyrup is ftrongly impreg- 
nated with the cinnamon; and 
where we wifh to fweeten any 
mixture, at the fame time adding 
to it an agreeable aromatic, it is 


Syrups. 
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perhaps one of the beft articles 
We can employ. 


SYRUPUS EMETICUS. 
Bruges. 
, Emetic fyrup. 
Take of ed 
Glafs of antimony, finely pow- 
dered, two drams ; 
Rhenifh wine, twelve ounces. 
Letthem be digefted for three days 
ina gentle heat, then ftrain the 
liquor through paper, and mix 
with the ftrained liquor thirty 
ounces of double-refined fugar. 
Let it be formed into afyrup and . 
kept in a clofe veffel. 


THERE can be no donbt of this 
fyrup being ftrongly impregnated 
with the emetic quality of the anti- 
mony; and it will at leaft have fo 
far the advantage of being very a- 
greeable to the tafte, that it may be 
readily taken byvery young people. 
But every good effeé to be obtained 
from it may be had with more cer- 
tainty, by adding to fimple fyrup 
any quantity that may be thought 
neceflary of the tartarus antimonia- 
lis, previoufly diffolved in a fimall 
proportion of water. 


SYRUPUS HYDRARGYRI. | 
Suec. 
Syrup of quick/filver. 

Take of ‘ 

Purified quickfilver, one dram ;* 

Gum arabic, three drams; 

Rofe water, as much as is fuffici- 
ent for reducing the gum toa 
mucus. 

Letthem be rubbed in a mortar, till 
the quickfilver totally difappears ; 
then by degrees mix with it 
fimple fyrup four ounces. 


In this we have a preparation fi- 
milar to the mercurial folution of 
Dr Plenk, formerly mentioned; and — 

Mm 4 which 
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which while it does not poffefs any tions formerly urged againft that 


other advantage than mere fweet- 
nefs of tafte, is ape: to the objec- 


preparation. 
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i HE more fixed parts of vege- 
tables, difflolved in watery li- 
quors, may be thence transferred 
into honey, by mixing the honey 
with the watery decoétion or juice 
of the plant, and boiling them toge- 
ther till the aqueous part has exha- 


led, and the honey remains of its — 


original confiftence. Honey has 
not probably, however, any very 
peculiar advantage over fugar ; and 
it is liable to many inconveniences 
which fugar is free from : in parti- 
cular, it is much more liable-to ran 
into fermentation, and in many con- 
ftitutions produces gripes, and often 
violent effects: TheEdinburgh col- 
lege have therefore rejected the 
whole of the oxymels from their laft 
edition of the pharmacopoeia. And 


_ the number of preparations with ho- 


ney in moft of the foreign pharma- 


4 copocias is now much diminifhed. 


» however, there are feveral 
much employed by practitioners of 
eminence, and of courfe retained in 
the London pharmacopoeia. 


MEL ROSA. 
Lond. 


Honey of rofes. 
Take of 


Red rofe-buds, with the heels-cut 
off and dried, four ounces ; 

‘Diftilled water, boiling, three 
pints; » 

"Clarified honey, five pounds. 
Macerate the rofe-petals in the wa- 
. ter for fix hours; then mix:the 
~ honey with the ftrained liquor, 

and boil the mixture to the thick- 

nefs of a RRP s 


Tus preparation is not unfre- 
quently made ufe of as.a-mild cool- 
ing detergent, particularly in garga- 
rifms for ulcerations and infllamma- 
tion of the mouth and tonfils. The 
rofe buds here ufed fhould be haftily 
dried; the defign of doing fo is, 
that they may the better preferve. 
their aliriapeney.:. 


MEL 


ae 


Chap. 24. 
MEL SCILLA. 

Lond. 
Honey of (quills. 


- Take of 


_ Clarified honey, three pounds; 
Tincture of {quills, two pints. 

Boil them in’ a glafs veflel to the 
thicknefs of a fyrup. 


The honey will here be impreg- 
nated with alJ the active parts of the 
fquills which the tincture before 
contained, and may be employed as 
an ufeful expectorant or diuretic. 


OXYMEL ARUGINIS. 
we Lond. 
Oxymel of verdegris. 
Take of 
Prepared verdegris, one ounce 5 
Vinegar, feven ounces; — 
Clarified honey, fourteen ounces. 
Diffolve the verdegrisin the vine- 
gar, and ftrain it through linen ; 
then add the honey, and boil the 
whole to a:proper thickne(fs. 


. Tuasisan improvement of what 
was formerly knownin our pharma- 
copoeias under the title of Me/ 4- 
eyptiacum; which, however, was, as 
then prepared, very uncertain with 
refpect to ftrength. 


externally for cleanfing foul ulcers, — 


and keeping down fungons flefh. It 
is alfo often ferviceable in venereal — 
uicerations of the mouthand tonfils: 
But there is fome danger from its 
application to places from the fitua- 
tion of which it is apt to. be fwallow- 
ed; for even a fmall quantity of 
verdepris pafling into the ftomach 
may be productive of diftrefling, if 
not deleterious effects. 


OXYMEL COLCHICI. 
Lond. 
Oxymel of meadow faffron. 
Take of 
The frefh root of meadow faf- 


ett 
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fron, cut into thin flices, one 
ounce ; 

Diftilled vinegar, one pint ; 
Clarified honey, two pounds. 
Macerate the root of meadow-faf- 
fron, with the vinegar, in a glafs 
veffel, with a gentle heat, for 
- forty-eight hours. Strain the li- 
quor, prefled out ftrongly from 
the root, and add the honey, 
Laftly, boil the mixture, fre- 

quently ftirring it with a wooden 
fpoon, te the thicknefs of a fy- 
rup. 


THis oxymel may be confidered 
as very analogous to the fyrupus col- 
chiciof which we have alreadymade 
fome obfervations. Under this form 
itwas firft introduced by Dr Stoerk. 
Andalthough with certain conftiru- 
tions the fyrup is unqueftionably pre- 
ferable, yet it well deferves a place 
in our pharmacopoeias, as being an 
active medicine. — . 

, OXYMED SCILLA. 
nels eae 
Oxymel of fquills. 
Take of : dSd : 
Clarified honey, three pounds ; 
Vinegar of fquills, two pints. ~ 


Iris ufed only Boil them ina glafs veffel, with a 


flow fire, to the thicknefs of a 
fyrup. ate | 


THE honey was formerlyemploy- 
ed for this preparation unclarified, 
and the fcum, which in fuch cafes 
arifesin the boiling, taken off; by 
this means the impurities of the ho- 
ney were difcharged; but fome of 
the medicinal parts of the {quills, 
with.which the vinegar was impreg- 
nated, were alfo feparated. For this 
reafon the college of London have 
now judicioufly ordered the honey 


for ail thefe kinds of preparations 


to be previonfly clarified by itfelf. | 
Oxymel of {quills is an ufeful ae 
perient, 
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perient, detergent,and expectorant, 
and of great fervice in humoralafth- 
mas, coughs, and other diforders 
where thick phlegm abounds. It is 
given in dofes of twoor three drams, 
along with fome aromatic water, as 
that of cinnamon, to prevent the 
great naufea which it would other- 
wife be apt to excite. In large do- 
fes, it proves emetic. 


OXYMEL SIMPLEX. 
: Lond. 
Simple oxymel, 
Take of 
Clarified honey, two pounds ; 
_ Diftilled vinegar, one pint. 
Boil them in a glafs-veflel, with a 
flow fire, to the thicknefs of a 
fyrup. 


Tis preparation may be confi- 
dered as analogous to the fyrupus 
aceti of the Edinburgh pharmaco- 
pocia. It is not inferior in efficacy 
to many more elaborate compofi- 
tions. It is an agreeable, mild, 
cooling medicine. Itis often ufed 
in cooling, detergent, gargarif{ms, 
and not unfrequently as an expec- 
torant. 


OXYMEL ex ALLIO. 
aceay 82. 7, 
Oxymel of gartic. 
‘Take of 
Garlic, cut in flices, an ounce 
and a half ; 
Caraway feeds, 


Sweet fennel feeds, each two. 


drams ; .. 
Clarified honey, ten ounces ; 
Vinegar, half a pint. 

Boil the vinegar for a little time, 
with the feeds bruifed, in a gla- 
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zed earthen veffel ; then add the 
_ garlic, and cover the veflel clofe ; 
when grown cold, prefs out the 
liquor, and diffolve in it the ho- 
ney by the heat ofa water-bath. 


THis oxymel is recommended 


for attenuating vifcid juices, promo- 
‘ting expectoration, and the fluid 


fecretions in general. It is doubt- 
lefs a medicine of confiderable ef- 
ficacy, though very unpleafant, the 
flavour of the garlic prevailing, 
notwithftanding the addition of the 
aromatic feeds. 


OXYMEL PECTORALE. 
marie, 
Peétoral oxymel. 

Take of 
Elecampane roots, one ounce ; - 
Florence orris roots, halfan ounce; 
Gum ammoniacum, one ounce ; 
Vinegar, half a pint ; 

Clarified honey, one pound ; 
Water, three pints. 

Let the roots, cut and bruifed, be- 
boiled in the water ull one-third 
is wafted ; then {train off the li- 
quor; let it ftand to fettle ; and 
having poured it off clear from 

_ the feces, add to it the honey and 


~ the ammoniacum, previonfly dif- 


folved in the vinegar. Mixthem 
together, by boiling them alittle. 


Tue title of this compofition ex- 
preffes its medical virtues. It is 
defigned for thofe diforders of the 
breaft that preceed from a load of 
vifcid phlegm and obftructions of 
the pulmonary veflels. Twoor three 
fpoonfuls may be taken every night 
and morning, and continued for 
fome time. : 
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HIS form receives fuch mate- 
rials only as are capable of be- 

ing fufiiciently dried to became pul- 
verable, without the lofs of their 
virtue. There are many fubftances, 
however, of this kind, which cannot 
be conveniently taken in powder: 
bitter, acrid, fetid drugs, are too 
difagreeable: eniollientand mucila- 
ginous herbs and ‘roots are too bul- 
ky : pure gums cohere, and become 
tenaceous in the mouth; fixe alka- 
line falts liquefy upon expoling the 
compofition to the air ; and volatile 
alkalies exhale. Many of the aroma- 
tics, too, faffer a greater lofs of 
their odorous principle when kept 
in powder ; as in that form they no 


doubt expofe a much larger furface 


to the air. 


The dofe of powders in extem-' 


poraneous prefcription, is generally 
about halfa dram: it rarely exceeds 


a whole dram; and is not often lefs : 


thana fcruple. Subftances which 
produce powerful effects in finaller 
dofes are not trufted to this form, 
unlefs their bulk be increafed by ad- 
ditions of lefs efficacy ; thofe which 
require to be given in larger ones 
are better fitted for other forms. 
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The ufual vehicle for taking the 
lighter powders, is any agreeable 
thin liquid. The ponderous powy — 
ders, particularly thofe prepared — 
from metallic fubftances, require a 
more confiftent vehicle, as fyrups ; 
for from thinonesthey foon fubfide. 
Refinous fubftanceslikewife are moft | 
commodioufly taken in thick li- 
quors: in thin ones, they are ape. 
to runinto lumps, which are-not 
eafily again diffoluble. 


General rules for making powders. 


I. 

Particular care ought to be taken © 

that nothing carious, decayed, or 
impure, be mixed in the compo- 
fition of powders : the ftalks and 
corrupted parts of plants are to be 
feparated. 
II. 

The dry aromatics ought to be 
fprinkled, during their pulveri- 
zation, with a few drops of any 
proper water. 

I] 


The moifter aromatics may be dried 
with a very gentle heat, before 
they are committed tothe mortar. 

iV. Gums, 


tp 
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Iv. 


Gums, and fach other fabibamees as 
are difiicultly pulverable, fhould 
be pounded along with the drier 
ones, that they may pafs. the ne 

- together. 


No part fhould be feparated for ufe, 


until the whole quantity put into 
the mortar has paffed the fieve, 
and the feveral fiftings been mix- 
ed together; for thofe,. parts of 
one and the fame fubjedt, which 
powder firft, may prove different, 

at leaftin degree aetna from 
the reft. , | 

VI. : 

Powders of aromatics are to be pre- 
pared only in fmall quantities at 
atime, and kept in glafs-veffels 
roy clofely ftopt. 


Ir powders.are long kept, and 


_ not carefully fecured from the air, 


their virtue is in great meafure de- 
ftroyed ,althought the parts in which 


it confifis fhould not in other circum-. 
{tances prove volatile. Thus, though 
the virtues of ipecacuanhaare fo fixt 


as to remain entire even in extracts 
made with proper menftrua, yet if 
the powdered root be expofed for a 


Jong time to the air, it lofes it eme- 


lic quality. 


PULVIS ALOETICUS. 
Lond. 
Aloetic foees, 
Take of 
_ Socotorine aloes, one pound ; 
“White canella, three ounces. 


Rob them feparately to powder, 


then mix them. 


Turs compofition has long been 


- known in the fhops under the title 
of Aiera picra. It furnifhes us with 


an ufeful aloetic purgative, the ca- 


nella-operating as a good corrigent 
for the aloes. But it is more fre- 
quently employed as the bafis of an 


‘y 
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eletuary of pills, or of a tin@ure, 
which was for a long time: diftin- 
guifhed by the appellation of facred 


tinffure. 


PULVIS ALOETICUS CUM. 
~ FERRO. s 
Lond. 
Aloctic powder with iron, 
Take of 
Socotorine aloes, powdered, an 
ounce and an half ; 
Myrrh, powdered, two ounices ; 
Dry extrac of gentian ; 
Vitriolated iron, of each, 
powder, one ounce. 


in 


Mix them. 


In this powder we have an aloe- 
tic and chalybeate conjoined. It 
confifis of nearly the fame articles 
which formerly entered the compo- 
fition of the Pilule Ecphraétice 
Chalybeatz, as they were called ; 
and itis perhapsmore frequently em- 
ployed when brought tothe form of 
pills by means of fyrups, than. ander 
that of powder: But in either way 
irisanufeful medicine, and is parti- 
cularly employed with advantage in 


cafes of obftructed menftruation. — 


PULVIS ALOETICUS CUM 


GUAIACO. 
Loud, 
Aloetic powder with guaiacun. 
Take of 
Socotorine aloes, one ounce and 
an half ; 

Gum guaiacum, one ounce ; 
Aromatic powder, half an ounce. 


Rub the aloes and gum guaiacum 


feparately to powder ; then mix 
all the ingredients together. 


In the guaiacum, as well as the 


aloes, we have a warm gummi-refi- 


nous purgative ; and both are cor- 
rected, as well.as more minutely di- 
vided, "from their combination with 
the aromatics. This therefore fur- 

: nites _ 


Chap. 25. 
nifhes us with an ufeful purgative : 
But when taken only in fmall dofes, 
its chief effect is that of promoting 
perfpiration. Itis, however, more 
frequently employed reduced tothe 
form of pills than in the ftate of 
powder; and indeed ig confifts of 
nearly the fame ingredients which 
conftituted the pilule aromaticz of 
the former edition of the London 
pharmacopoeia. 


PULVIS AROMATICUS. 
Lond. 
Aromatic powder. 
Take of 
Cinnamon, two ounces ; 
Smaller cardamom-feeds, hufked, 
Ginger, 
Long pepper, of each one ounce. 
Rub them together to a powder 


PULVIS _ DIAROMATON, five 
SPECIES AROMATICA:, 
Edinb. 
Aromatic powder, or Aromatic 


Species. 
Take of 
“‘Natmegs, 


Lefler cardamom-feeds, 
Ginger, of each two ounces. 
Beat them together into a powder, 
to be kept in a phial well thut. 


Botn thefe compofitions are a- 
greeable, hor, fpicy medicines; and 
as fuch may be ufefully takenin cold 
phlegmatic habits and decayed con- 
ftitutions, for warming the ftomach, 
promoting digeftion,and ftrengthen- 
ing thetone of the vifcera. Thedofe 
is from ten grains toa fernple and 
upwards. The firft is confiderably 
the warmeft. This principally arifes 
from the quantity of long pepper 


which itcontains; but itis perhaps — 


to be doubted whether from this ar- 
ticle any advantage be derived : and 
a powder not inferior te either might, 
we think, be formed by fubftituting 
caflia to the cinnamon employed by 
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the one college, or the nutmegs by 
the other. 


PULVIS ASARI COMPOSI- 
TUS. 
Lond. 
Compound powder of afarabacca. 
‘Take of 
The dry leaves of afarabacca, 
Sweet marjoram, 
Syrian herb-ma- 
ftich, 
_ Dry flowers of lavender, of each 
one ounce. 
Powder them together. 


~ PULVIS STERNUTATORIUS, 


five CEPHALICUS. 

Edino. , 
Sternutatory, or Cephalic powder. 
Take of 

The leaves of afarum, three parts; . 
Marjoram, one part. , 
Beat them together into a powder. — 


Tuovcn the former of thefe 
powders be more compounded than | 
the latter, yet they differ very little. © 
They are both agreeable and effica~ | 
cious errhines, and fuperior to moft — 
of thofe ufually fold under thename 
of herb fnag. They are often em- — 
ployed with great advantage in ca- 
fesof obftinate headach, and of oph- — 
thalmias refifting other modes of 
cure. ‘Taken under the form of 
{nuff to the extent of five or fix grains 
at bed-time, they will operate the — 
fucceeding day as a powerful er- i‘ 
rhine, inducing frequent {neezing, _ 
but ftill more a large difchargefrom 
the nofe. It is, however, neceflary, © 
during their operation, to avoid ex- _ 
pofure to cold. 4 


we 


§ 





PULVIS e CERUSSA, : 

fa Lond. a: 

owder of ceruffe, on 

Take of eee a ie 
Ceruffe five ounces; 6s a 
Sarcoco]l, one ounce anda half; | 
iY 
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Tragacanth, half an ounce. 
Rub them together into powder. 


-'Trts compofition is the trochifci 
albi of Rhazes brought back to its 
original fimplicity with regard to 
the ingredients, and without the 
needlefs trouble of making it into 
troches. Itisemployed for external 
purpofes, as in collyria, lotions, and 
injections, for repelling acrimenious 
humours, and in inflammations. 


PULVIS e CHELIS CANCRO- 
RUM COMPOSITUS. 
Lond. 3 
Compound powder of crabs clans. 
Take of 
Crabs claws,prepared,one pound; 
Chalk, 
Red coral, each, prepared, three 
ounces. 


Mix them. 


Tuese powders have loft feve- 
 ralof their ingredients, without any 
injury to their virtues ; and poffibly 
they would ftill beara farther re- 
duction; for the crabs eyes and 
chalk are by themfelves at leaft as 
effectual as any compofition of them 
with coral: and perhaps every pur- 
pofe to be obtained from them may 
be accomplifhed by a more fimple 
abforbent, as the pulvis cretaceus, 
afterwards to be mentioned, or the 
powderof the lapilli ca ncrorum. 


PULVIS CONTRAYERVA 
COMPOSITUS. 
Lond. 
Compound powder of contrayerva. 
Take of 
Contrayerva, powdered, five oun- 


PaCS. 3. 


Compound powderofcrabs-claws, 
one pound and an half. 
_ Mix them. 


Turis powder was formerly di- 
rected to be made up into balls with 


Nai 
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' water, and was then called Laprs 


CONTRAYERV4; a picce of trouble 
now laid afide as needlefs, for it was 


neceflary to reduce the balls into 


powder again before they could be 
ufed. Nor did that form contribute, 


as has been imagined, to their pre- © 


fervation ; for it is fcarce to be fup-. 
pofed that the powder will lofe 
more by being kept for a reafonable 
length of time in a clofe-ftoptglafs, 
than the balls will inthe humecta- 
tion with water, and exfiecation in 
the air, before they are fit for being 
put by to keep. This medicine has 
a much better claim to the title of 
an alexipharmac and fudorific than 
the foregoing compofitions. The 
contrayerva by itfelf proves very fer- 
viceable in low fevers, where the vis 
viteeis weak, and a diaphorefis tobe 
promoted. It is poflible, thar the 
crabseclaw powdersare of no farther 
fervice than asthey divide this pow- 
erful ingredient, and make ic fit 
more eafily on the ftomach. | 


-PULVIS e CRETA ‘COMPO- 


SITUS. 
Lond, : 
Compound powder of chalk. 

Take of Pee 

Prepared chalk, half a pound; 
--Cinnamon four ounces ; 

Tormentil, 

Gum arabic,of each, three ounces; 

Long pepper, half anounce. 
Powder them feparately, and mix 

them. 


PULVIS CRETACEUS. | 
Edinb. 
Chalk powder. 

Take of ; 

White chalk prepared, four oun- 
CES Bi: ; 

Nutmeg, half a dram; 

Cinnamon, one dram. 

Mix and make them into powder ; 
which may fupply the place of 
the cardialgic troches. 

: THE 


Chap. 25. 

Tue addition of the aromatics in 
the above formula, coincides with 
the general intention of the remedy 
which is indicated for weaknefs and 
acidity inthe ftemach; and in loofe- 
nefs from acidity. 


‘PULVIS e CRETA COMPO- 
SITUS CUM OPIO. 
Loud. 
Compound powder of chalk oir 
opium. 
Take of 
Compound powder of chalk, 
eight ounces ; 
Hard purified opium, powdered, 
one dram and an half, 
_ Mix them. 


From the addition of the opium 
thisremedy becomes {till more pow- 
erfal than the above in reftraining 
diarrhoea. 


PULVIS IPECACUAN HA 
COMPOSITUS. 
Lond. 
Compound powder of ipecacu- 
anha. 
Take of 
Ipecacuanha. 
Hard purified opium, of each, 
powdered, one dram ; 


Vitriolated kali, powdered, one - 


ounce. 
Mix them. 
PULVIS SUDORIFICUS, ive 
DOVERI. 
Edinb. 


Sudorific, or Dover's powder. 
Take of 
Vitriolated tartar, three drams ; 
Opium, 
Root of ipecacuanha, beat, of 
each one f{cruple. 
Mix and grind them accurately to- 
gether, fo as to make an uniform 
powder. 


THE vitriolated tartar, from the 
2 
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grittineds of its cryftals, is perhaps 
better fitted for tearing and divid- 
ing the tenacious opium than any o- 
ther falt ; this feems to be its only 
ufe‘in the preparation. The opera~ 
tor ought to be careful that the opi- 
um and ipecacuanha fhall be.equally 
diffufed through the whole mafs of 


_ powder, otherwife different portions 


of the powder muft have differences 
in degree of ftrength. 

The hard purified opium, dire@ted 
by the London college, is, from this 
circumftance preferable to opium in 
its ordinary ftate, employed by the 
Edinburgh college. 

This powder is one of the moft, 
certain fudorifics that we know of ; 
and as fuch, was recommended by 
Dr Dover as an effeStual remedy in 
rheumatifm. Modern practice con- 
firms its reputalion,, not only in 
rhenmatifm, but alfo in dropfy and 
fundry other difeafes, where it is of- 
ten difficult by other means to pro- 
duce a copious fweat. The dofe is 
from five to ten or twelve grains,ac- 
cording as the patient’s ftemach and 
ftrength bearit. It is convenient 
to avoid much drinking immediate-. 


ly after taking it, otherwife it is 
very apt to be rejected by vomiting 


before any othereffects are produced. 


PULVIS e JALAPA. 
COMPOSITUS. 
Eding. 
Compound powder of jalap. 

Take of 

Jalap root, one ounce ; 

Cryftals of tartar, two ounces. 
Mix, and diligently grind them ro- 

gether for fome time, fo as te 

form a very fine powder. 


Tne ufe of the cryftals inthis 
preparation is to break down and dis 
vide thejalap into very minute pare 
ticles, whereby “its cperation is — 
thought to be meliorated ; and on 
this account the two articles are di- 

rected 
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rected to be pounded together, and 
not fepararely. But whether from 
this circamftance aay advantage 
arifes or not, there can be no doubt 
that this combination furnifhes us 
with a very ufeful and active pur- 
gative in every cafe where it is ne- 
ceffary to produce botha fall eva- 
cuation of the inteftinal canal,and a 
free difcharge from the fyftem in ge- 
neral, under the form of catharfis. 


PULVIS e MYRRHA COM- 
POSITUS. 
Lond. 
Compound powder of myrrh. 

Take of 

Myrrh, 

Dried favin, 
rue, 

Ruffian caftor, of each one ounce. 
Rub them together into a powder. 





Tuts is a reformation of the ¢ro- 


_chifci e myrrha, a compofition con- 


trived by Rhazes againft uterine ob- 
ftructions. It may be taken in any 
convenient vehicle, or made into 
bolufes, from a fcruple to a dram or 
more, two or three times a-day. 


PULVIS OPIATUS. 
Lond. 
Opiate powder. 
Take of 
Hard purified opium, powdered, 
one dram; 
Burot and prepared hartfhorn, 
nine drams, 
Mix them. 


Tue hartfhorn is here intended 
merely to divide the opium, and to 
give it the form of powder, altho’ 
it may perhaps have alfo fome in- 


‘fluence in rendering the opium more 


active from deftroying acid in the 
ftomach. But whether in this way 
it has any effect or not, there can 
be no doubt that it isa very conve- 
nient formula for the exhibition of 
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opium in powder; which on fome 
occafions is preterable to its being 
given either ima liquid form or in 
that of pills. As ten grains of this 
powder contain precifely one of the 
opium, the requifite dofe may be ea- 
fily adapted to the circumftances of 
the cafe. It is often fuccefsfully 
employed as a fweating powder ; 
and has not, like the Pulvis Doveri, 
the effect of inducing ficknefs at 
ftomach, or vomiting. 


PULVIS e SCAMMONIO 
COMPOSITUS. 
Loud. 
Compound powder of fcammony. 
Take of 
Scammony, — : 
Hard extract of jalap, of each twe 
OUNCES 5 
Ginger, half an ounce. 
Powder them feparately, and mix 
them. 


Edinb. 
Take of 
Scammony, 
Cryftals of tartar, of each twe 
OUNCES ; 
Mix, and grind them diligently into 
a powder. 


It is much to be regretted, that 
in the pharmacopoeias publifhed by 
authoriry in Britain, twocompofi- _ 
tions fhould be di/tinguifhed by the 
fame name, differing confiderably 
from each other in their nature and 
degree of activity. 

The compound powder of fcam- 
mony in the laft edition of the Lon- 
don pharmacopoeia differed confi- 
derably fromthe prefent: For there 
the only addition was calcined hart{- 
horn, intended merely for the-divi- 
fion of the feammony. This pur- 
pofe is ftill better anfwered by the 
cryftals of tartar, which at the fame 
time confpire with the operation of 
the fcammony as a purgative. But 

the 


= ~ 


Chap. 25. 


‘the addition of jalap and ginger, 


) -decording ro the préfent formula of 


‘the London pharmacopoeia, gives 
“not only a purgative confiderably 
different, but inéreafes alfothe heat- 
ing quality of the medicine, while 
the creain of tartar has an evident 
refrigerant power, Both may on oc- 
cafions be ufeful, bur we think that 
in mott cafes the ‘Edinburgh formula 
will be found preferable. 
In editions of our pharmacopoeias 
of ftill older date, this powder was 
‘prepared with another very : active 
‘ingredient, diaphoreticantimony. It 
was much celebrated as diftinguith- 
ed by the name of its inventor, be- 
‘ing called from its firft publifher, 
PULVIS CORNACHINI. In 5 
former edition of the Edin ee 
‘pharmacopoeia it was thus di 

to be prepared : 





‘Take of 

_ Diaphoretic antimony, 
Cream of tartar, 
Scammony, each equal parts. 


Make them into a powder. 


Turis may be given to the quan- 
tity of a dram or more. In other 
prefcriptions, the tartar and anti- 
monial calx bear nearly the fame 
‘proportion to the feammony as the 
‘calcined harthhora did in the Lon- 
don pharmacopoeia. It appears pro- 
bable, that neither of thefe ingre- 
dient, are of any farther ufe, than as 
they divide the texture of the fcam- 
mony ; though Cornachini fuppofes 
very confiderable advantage from 
fome deobftruent quality in the tar- 
tar, whereby the veffels fhall be o- 
pened, aid the noxious humours pre- 
pared for expulfion ; ; and from the 
‘preparation of antimony, though it 
havé, no fenfible operation, he ex- 
pects fome fhare of the fame fuccefs 
which fometimes attends the rough- 
er pteparations of that mineral. 
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Both the prefent formule may, 
however, be contidered as poflefling 


all the advantages - the. pulvis 
Cornachini. 


PULVIS e SCAMMONIO CUM 
ALOE, 
Lond. 
Powder of feammony with aloes. 
Take of 
Scammony, fix drams; 
Hard extract of jalap, 
Socotorine aloes, of each an otince 
and an bualf; 
Ginger, half an ounce. 
Powder them feparately, and mix © 
tem. 


In this formula, the combination 
of fcammony, jalap, and aloes, fur- 
nifhes a very active purgative, which 
with fome intentions at leaft, may 
be preferable to either of the pre- 
ceding. Taken from five to ten 
grains, it will operate as a purga- 
tive, even in cafes of obftinate cof- 
tivenefs, 


PULVIS e SCAMMONIO CUM 
CALOMELANE. 
Lond. 
Pothier of fcammony with calomel. 
Take of 
Scammony, half an ounee ; 
Calomel, 
Double-refined fugar, of each 
two drams. 
Rub them feparately to a sowiler: 
and then mix them, 


In this formula, we have the 
fcammony in a more fimple ftate, 
united with fuch a proportion of ca- 
lomel as muft very confiderably aid 
its purgative power. And accord- 
ingly it may ‘e employed with ad- 
vantage, bota in cafes of obftinate. 
coftivenefs, and in dropfical affec- 
tions, where a confiderable dif- 
charge is required from the fyftem. 

N nh PUL- 
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PULVIS e SENNA COMPOSI- tain aftringent. Thechief ufe of this : 


TUS. powder is in heemorrhagies, efpe-_ 
i Lond. cially of the uterus. - : 
Compound powder of fenna. : ) 
Take of | PULVIS e TRAGACANTHA ,. 
Senna, COMPOSITUS. 
Cryftals of tartar, of each two 3 Lond. 


OUNCES ; 
Scammony, half an ounce; 
_. Ginger, twodrams. 
Rub the {cammony by itfelf, xub the 


reft together ito a powder, and. 


then mix them all. 


Tuts powder is given as cathar- 
tics, in the dofe of two fcruples, or 
adram. The fpice is added, not 
only to divide, but to warm the me- 
dicine,.and make it fit eafieron the 
ftomach. The fcammony is ufed as 
a ftimulus tothe fenna; the quan- 
tity of the latter neceflary for a 
dofe, when not.affifted by fome more: 
powerful material, being too- bulky 


to be conveniently taken in this. 


form. 
The compofition of this medicine 


is now confiderably fimplified, by 


the rejection both of cinnamon and 
cloves, as the ginger alone is found 
fully to anfwer the intention in 
VieWe 3 


PULVIS. SFYPTICUS, 
Edinb. 
Styptic powder. 
Take of 
Alum, an ounce and a half; 
Gum kino, three dranis. 
Grind them together into a fine 
powder. | 


In former editions of our phar- 
macopoeia, a powder of this kind 
was direéted to be made with alum 


and dragon’s blood, and was long 


in repute asan aftringent, underthe 
tite of Pulvis fiypticus Helvetii. 
The gum kino is judicioufly fubfti- 
tuted to the dragon’s blood, as be- 
ing a much more powerful and cer- 


Compound powder of tragacanth. 


Take of 


Tragacanth, powdered, 
Gumi arabic, 


Starch, of each an ounce and an | 


half ;. ; 
Double-refined fugar, three oun- 
ces. 
Rub them together into a powder. 


Tuis compofition is fomewhat 


fimplified by the rejection of the 


marfh-mallow, and liquorice-root, 
which formerly entered it. But this 


has not probably preduced any di- 
minution of its medical properties. 
It operates asa mild emollient; and 
hence becomes ferviceable in heétic 


cafes, tickling coughs, flrangury, 


fome kinds of alvine fluxes, and o- 
ther diforders proceeding from a 
thin acrimonious ftate of the hu- 
mours, or an abrafion of the mucus 
of the inteftines: they foften, and. 
give a greater degree of confiftency 
to the former, and-defend the latter 
from being irritated or excoriated 
by them. All the ingredients coin- 
cide in thefe general intentions. The 
dofe is from half a dram to two or 
three drams, which may be fre- 
quently repeated. 


PULVIS ANTHELMINTI. © 
CUS. : 


Gen. ee 
Anthelmintic powders. 
Take of ; 
The flowers of tanfy, 
- Worm-feed, each three drams ; 
Sal martis, one dram. 
Mix them. 


Both the tanfy and worm-feed 
~ ~pof- 


Chap. 25. 


poffefs a confiderable degree of an- 
thelmintic power, which is not a 
little increafed by the falt of fteel. 
And from this combination more 
effect in the expulfion of worms, 
particularly of the lumbrici, may be 
expected, than froin any of the ar- 


ticles taken by itfelf. This powder. 


may be taken tothe extent of half 
adram or upwards for a dofe, pro- 
portioned to the age and circum- 
ftances of the patient. 


PULIVS ANTILYSSUS,. 


run. 


Powder againf? the bite of a mad- 


dog. 
Take of 
Ath-coloured ground liverwort, 
two ounces ; » 
Black pepper one ounce. 
Beat them together into a powder. 


‘Tue virtue which this medicine 
hasbeen celebrated for, isexprefled 
in its title ; the dofe is a dram and 
a half, to be taken in the morning 
fafting, in half a pint of cows milk 
warm, for four mornings together. 

At one period it was held, on the 
recommendation of Dr Mead and 
other eminent practitioners in very 
high efteem. Now, however it has 
fallen into fuch difrepute, as to be 
banished from moft of the modern 
pharmacopoeias. 


PULVIS ARI COMPOSI- 
TUS. 
Suec. 
Compound powder of arum. 
Take of 
“Arum root, frefh dried, two 
_ drams ; 
Yellow water-flag roots, 
Burnet faxifrage roots, each one 
dram ;_ 
Canella alba, a dram ; 
Salt of wormwood, one. fcruple. 
Beat them into a powder, which is 
to be kept in aclofe veffel. 


Powders. . 
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In former editions of the Londo® 
pharmacopoeia, one of the ingre= 
dients in this compofition was called 
Acor® vulgi or vulgaris ; a name 
which has been applied, by different 
writers, both to calamus aromiaticus, 
and to the g/adiolus luteus, or com- 
mon yellow water-flag. In this un- 
certainty, the compounder gene- 
rally ook the former. But as the 
medicine was firft contrived by a 
German phyf@an, Birkmann, and 
as in fome of "he German pharma~ 
copoeias the acorus vulgaris is ex- 
plained to be the water-flag, the 
Swedith college have, ratherin con- 
formity tothe original prefcription, 





& 


than from any opinion ofthe virtues | 


of the water-flag (which appear, 
when the root gs dried and powder- 
ed, to be very inconfiderable) made 
choice of this laft, and expreffed it 
by the name which more clearly di- 
{tinguifhes it from the other. The 


caution of ke@ing the powder ina © 


clofe veffel is a very neceflary one; 
for if expofed to the air, the alka- 


-line falt, imbibing moifture from it, 


would run into a liquid fate. Twe 


alkaline falts have been generally ~ 
directed ; but as they differ from * 


each other only in name, one 


of them is here juftly omitted, and 


fupplied by a proportionable in- 
creafe of the other. Crabs-eyes 
were originally an article in this 
compofition, but probably ferved 
little other purpofe than to increafe 


its volume. 


Agreeably to the above remark, 
the college of Edinburgh, ina revi- 
fal of their pharmacopoeia, had omit- 
ted the crabs-eyes, and continued 
the former practice of ufing calamus 
aromaticus for the acorus vulgaris. 
They had likewife exchanged the 
cinnamon for the canella alba ; and 
the alkaline fait for a neutral one, 
better fnited to the form of a pow- 
der. Their formula was as follows : 

; Nn32 ‘Take 


4 


Take of e 
Arum roots, newly dried, two 
OUNCES ; ‘ 


Calamus aromaticus,. 
Burnet faxifrage roots, each one 
OUTICCE ; 
Canella alba, fix drams ; 
Vitriolated tartar, two drams.. 
Mix and make them into a powder. 


Tursarticle, whighad formerly 
a place alfo in the L¥Jdon pharma- 
copoeia, is ftill retained in fome of 
the beft foreign ones.: But it is 
now altogether rejected from our 
pharmacopocias. 

The pulvis ari compofitus wasori- 
ginally intended as a ftomachic: and 
in weakneffes and relaxations of the 
ftomach, accompanied with a fur- 
charge of vifcid humours, it 1s 
doubtlefs a very-ufeful medicine. It 
frequently alfo has good effects in 
yheumatic cafes : the dofe may be 
from a fcruple to a 
three times a-day, in any conve- 
nient liquor. It fhould be ufed as 
freth as poffible, for its virtue fuffers 
greatly in keeping: the aram root 
foon loofes the pungency,. in which 

its efficacy principally confifts. 


PULVIS DIGESTIVUS., . 
Suec. 
| Digeftive powder. 
Take of ; 
Bitter purging falts, 
Rhubarb, each equal parts.. 
Mix them. 


In this compofition, the fale wili 
brifken the operation of the rhu- 
barb as a cathartic, and the aftrin- 
gency of the latter will tend to in- 
creafe the tone of the ftomach : 
hence in confequence of evacuating, 
and at the fame time ftrengthening 
the alimentary canal, it may be pre- 
fumed to have confiderable influ- 

ence in promoting digeftion. 


ram, two or 
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PULVIS DYSENTERICUS. 
‘ Dan, -'s 
Dyfenteric powder. 
Take of 
Rhubarb, one ounce : 
Calcined hartfhorn, halfan ounce; 
Gum Arabic, three drams ; 
Cafcarilla bark, two drams. 


‘Mix them, and reduce them to a 


very fine powder, 


Here the rhubarb is combined 
with another powerful tonic, the 
cafearilla ; and while the calcined 
hartihorn ferves to neutralize acid, 
the gum arabic will operate as a de- 
mulcent. This compofition there- 
fore may be very ufeful in dyfenteric 
cafes, after the violence of the dif- 
eafe has been overcome, atid when 
there remains a debilitated and a- 
braded flate of the inteftinal canal. 


PULVIS FUMALIS. 
Roff. 
Fumigation powder. 
Fake of : é 
Olibanum, 
Amber, 
Maftich, each three parts ; 
Storax, two parts ; 
Benzoine, 
- Labdanum, each one part. 
Mix them intoa grofs powder. 


Turs powder is intended for the 
purpofe of fumigation ; and when 
burnt it gives out a fragrant odour : 
hence it may be fuccefsfully employ- 
ed forcombating difagreeable{mells, « 
and counteracting putrid or other, . 
noxious vapours diffufed in the se 
mofphere. 


PULVIS INFANTUM. 
Suec. 
Powder for infants. 
Take of : 
Magnefia alba, one ounce: 
Rhubarb, reduced toa very fine 
powder, one dram. 
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Let them be mixed. 


Turs powder is very ufeful for 
deftroying acid, and at the fame 
time reftoring diminihed tone of 
the alimentary canal: hence it is 
often advantageoufly employed in 
cafes of diarrhoea, which dependon 
thefe morbid conditiens. And it is 
in general a circumftance of con- 
4iderable advantage, that it does not 
tend tocheck loofenefs very fudden- 
ly. It is particularly ufefal with 
infants, and hence the origin of the 
mame here affixed to-it. 


PULVIS NITROSUS. 


Suec. 
. Nitrous powder. : 
Take of +. 
Purified nitre, three ounces; 


Salt of forrel, one ounce; 
Double-refined fugar, ten ounces, 
Tet them be mixed. 


Tuts is a-very convenient and 
apreeable form of exhibiting nitre: 
for while the fugar ferves not only 
to divide and diffufe it, but alfo to 


correct its tafte; the falt of forrel - 


adds to its refrigerant power. 


PULVIS PERUVIANUS PUR- 
GANS. 
Gen. 
Purging Peruvian powder. 
Take of 
The powder of Peruvian bark, 
one ounce; 
Powder of rhubarb, 
Powder of fal ammeniac, each 
- one dram and a half. 





- It has been imagined by many, 
that particular advaniage refulted 
’ from uniting the Peravian bark with 
fal ammoniac ; and there can be no 
doubt, that in fome cafes inconveni- 
ence refults from the bark in con- 
fequence of its binding the belly. 


5 Og 


There are therefore circumflances 


in which the combination here pro- 


pofed may perhaps be proper: bue 
there is reafon to believe that the 
benefit of the fal ammoniac is more 
imaginary-than real ;-and it not un- 
frequently happens, that we are 
difappointed of the benefit which 
might otherwife he derived from the 
bark, in confequence of its proving 
even of iifelfa purgative. ‘Hence, 
in perhaps a majority of cafes, the 
exhibiting it with the additions here 
propofed will be -rather prejudicial 


‘than otherwrfe. 


“PULVIS SEDATIVUS. 
Suec. 
Sedative powder. 
Take of : 
Opium, half a fcruple; 
Purified nitre, five {eruples and 
a half; 
Refined-fugar, one ounce. 


In this powder thofe inconveni- 


-ences which fometimes refult from . 


opium may with-certain . conftitu- 
tions be corrected, in confequence 
of the rgeiecrant power of nitre; 


and hence it may prove a very ufe- 





ful fedative. powder. The fugar is 
intended merely to give form to the 


medicine; and in this ftate of com- 


bination, each dram of it contains. 


a grain of opium; fothata pradti- 
tioner has itin his power eafily to 


regulate the dofe according to cir- 
-cumftances. 


PULVIS e SPONGIA. 
Gen. ) 
Sponge-powder. 
Take of 
Burnt fponge, powdered, 
Common.falt, each three drams. 
Mix them, and divide into twelve 
powders. ! , 


We have formerly mentioned in 
the Materia Medica the ufe of burnt 
Na 3 {ponge 
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fponge in fcrophulous affections, and 
particularly in the cure of the bron- 
chocele. It has of late been highly 
celebrated for thefe purpofes by Mr 
Wilmer, under the title of the 
Coventry remedy. ‘There it was 
fometimes employed merely in its 
pure ftate, combined with a fufficient 
quantity of honey, to form it intoa 
bolus; fometimes it was given 
united with calcined cork and pu- 
miceftone. What advantages, how- 
ever, it could have derived from 
thefe additions is difficult to con- 
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ceive ; nor can we readily fee how 
it will be improved by the addi- 
tion of common fea-falt here pro- 
pofed: for this may probably lead 
to new combinations, materially al- 
tering the qualities of thofe falts 
which the fponge itfelf contains ; 


_and on which its virtues, as far as it 


has any, muft depend. At the fame 
time, for any experience which we 
ourfelves have had, we are inclined 
to think, that thefe virtues which 
have been attributed to burnt fponge 
are more imaginary than real. 
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PERCHED and lozenges are 
. compofed of powders made 
up with glutinous fubftances into 
little cakes, and afterwards dried. 
This form is principally made ufe of 
for the more commodious exhibition 
of certain medicines, by fitting them 
to diffolve flowly in the mouth, fo 
as to pafs by degrees into the t{to- 
mach ; and hence thefe preparations 
have generally a confiderable pro- 
portion of fugar or other materials 
prateful to the palate, 
ders have likewife been reduced in- 
to troches, with a view to their pre- 
fervation: though poflibly for no 
very good reafons: for the moiften- 
ing, and afterwards drying them in 


Some pow- : 


the air, muft in this light be of . 


greater injury, than any advantage. 
accruing from this form can coun- 
terbalance. 7 


General RULES for making 
TROCHES. . 


Tue three firft rules laid down 
for making powders, are alfo to 
be obferved in the powders for 5 
troches. ye 4 | 
‘oan 
If the mafs proves fo glutinous as 
to ftick to the fingers in making | 
up, the hands may be anointed 
with any convenient fweet or a- 
| tomatic — 


| 

Chap. 26. 
romatic oil; or elfe fprinkled 
with powder cf ftarch, or with 
that of liquorice. 

: HI... 

‘In order to thoroughly dry the tro- 

ches, put them on an inverted 

_ fieve, in a fhady airy place, and 
frequently turn them. 

IV. 

‘Troches are to be kept in glafs 
veffels, or in earthen ones well 
glazed. 


TROCHISCI AMYLI. 
Lond. 
‘Troches of flarch. — 

Take of ° 
Starch an ounce and an half; 
Liquorice, fix drams: 
Florentine orris, half an ounce ; 
Double-refined fugar, one pound 

and an half. 

Rub thefe to powder, and, by the 
help of tragacanth, diflolved in 
water, make troches. 

They may be made, if fo chofen, 
without the orris. 


TTROCHISCI BECHICI ALBI. 
Edinb. 
White peGoral troches. 
Take of 
- Pureft fugar, one pound; 
Gum arabic, four ounces ; 
Starch, one ounce ; 
Flowers of benzoine,half a dram 
Having beat them all into a pow- 
der, make them into a proper 
mafs with rofe-water, fo as to 
form troches. 


_ ‘THEsE compofitions are very a- 
greeable pectorals and may be ufed 
atpleafure. They are calculated 
for foftening acrimonious humours, 
and allaying the tickling in the 
throat which provokes coughing. 
Although nor only the name but 
the compofition alfo in the London 
and Edinburgh pharmacopoeias he 


Troches« , Sy 


< : 
fomewhat different, yet their effeds 
are very much the fame. 


TROCHISCI GLYCYRRHI- 
ZAs 


Lond. 
Troches of liquorice. 
Take of 
Extract of liquorice, 


Donble-refined fugar, of each ten. 


ounces, ay, 
Tragacanth, powdered, three 
OUNCES. 
Make troches by adding water. 


TROCHISCI BECHICI NI- 
GRI ¢ 


Bs 


Edin6g, 
Black peforal-troches. 
‘Take of...) 7 
Extraé of liquorice, 
Gum arabic, each four ounces; 
White fagar eight, ounces. 
Diflolve them in warm water, and 
ftrain: then evaporate the mix- 
ture over a gentle fire tillit be of 
a proper confiftence for being 
formed into troches. 






THEs ger ponitions are defigned 
for the fame purpofes as.the white 
peétoral troches above defcribed. In 
foreign pharmacopoeias there are 
fome other troches of this kind, un- 
der the titlesof Trochi/ci bechici fla» 


vi andrubriz, the firft are coloured 


with faffron, the latter with bole 
armenic. The diffolving and ftrain- 
ing the extract of liquorice and gum 
arabic, as now ordered in the laft 


of the above prefcriptions, is a con- — 
fiderable improvement ; not only as 


they are by that means more uni- 
formly mixed than they can well be 


by beating; but likewife as they 


are thereby purified from the hete- 
rogeneous matters, of which both 


thofe drugs have commonly ne 


{mall admixture. 
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TROCHISCE BECHICI cum. 
3 ORIO, <<: ae 
- Edinb. : 
PeGoral troches with opium. 
Take of 
Pure opium, two drams ; 
Balfam of Peru, one dram ; 
Tincture of Tolu, three drams. 


Grind the opium with the balfam 
and tincture previoufly mixed, till — 


it be thoronghily diffolved, then 
__add by degrees, 
of 
Common fyrup, eight ounces ; 
Extract of liquorice, foftened in 
% wari water, five ounces. 
Whilft beating them diligently gra- 
dually fprinkle upon the mixture 
five ounces of powdered. gum 
arabic. Exficcate fo as to form 
troches,each weighing ten grains 


Tue direGions for preparing the 
above troches are fo full and par- 
ticular, that no farther explanation 
is neceflary. Six of the troches pre- 
pared in the manner here ordered, 
contain about one grain of opium. 
Thefe troches are medicines of ap- 
proved efficacy in tickling coughs 
depending on an irritation of the 
fauces. Betides the mechanical ef- 
fect of the invifcating matters and 
involving acrid hamours, or lining 
and defending the tender mem- 
branes, the opium muft, no doubt, 
have a cconfiderable fhare, by more 
immediately diminifhing the irrita- 
bility of the parts themfelves. . 

The compofition of thefe iroches, 
however, would perhaps be impro- 
ved by the omiflion of the balfam 
of Peru: for although here directed 
only in fmall quantity, yet it gives 
a tafte tothe troches which is to 
many people very difagreeable ; and 
it is at the fame time probable, that 
it adds very little, if any thing, to 
the efficacy of the medicine. 


Preparations and Compofi. tions. 





TROCHISCI e NITRO. 
Lond. 
Troches of nitre. 
Take of 
Purified nitre, powdered, four 
OUNCES ; 
Double-refined fugar, powdered, 
one pound ; 


Part Hil. 


R 


Tragacanth, powdered, fix oun-_ 


ces, 
With the addition of water, make 
troches. | 


TROCHISCI e NITRO 
Bdinb.. ~~ 
Troches of nitre.— 
Takesof : 
Nitre, purified, three ounces ; 
Double-refined fugar, nine oun- 
Ces. 
Make them into troches with muci- 
lage of gum tragacanth. 


Tuis is a very agreeable form 


for the exhibition of nitre; though, - 


when the falt is thus taken 
Without any liquid (if the quantity 
be confiderable), it is apt to occafion 
uneafinefs about the ftomach, which 
can only be prevented by large di- 
lution with aqueous liquors. The 
trochifci e nitro have been faid to be 
employed with fuccefs in fome cafes 
of difficult deglutition. 


TROCHISCI e SULPHURE., 
- Lond. , 
Troches of fulphure. 
Take of 
Wathed flowers of fulphur, twe 
OUNCES ; 


Double-refined fugar, four oun-_ 


cés. 


Rub them together ; and with the 


mucilage of quince-feeds, now 
and then added, make troches. 


TROCHISCI e SULPHURE, 
five DIASULFHURIS. 

Edin}. | 

Troches 


“Chap. 26. 


~ 


Troches of fulphur. 

Take of 
Flowers of fulphur, two ounces ; 
Flowers of benzoine, one fcruple ; 
White fugar, four ounces; 
Factitious cinnabar, half a dram. 

Beat them together, and add muci- 
lage of gum tragacanth as much 
as is fufficient. 

Mix and make them into troches 
according to art., 


TueEseE compofitions are to be 
contidered only as agreeable forms 
for the exhibition of fulphur, no al- 
teration or addition being here made 
to its virtue; unlefs that, by the 
flowers of benzoine in the fecond 
prefcription, the medicine is fuppo- 
fed to be rendered more efficacious 
as a pecioral. = 

The factitious cinnabar feems 
chiefly intended as a colouring in- 
gredient. 


TROCHISCI e CRETA. 
Lond. 
Troches of chalk. 
Take of 


Chalk, prepared, four ounces; 


Crabs-claws, prepared, two oun- ly 
“ties: they are powerrully fuch, and 
require a 


és ; 
Cinnamon, half an ounce ; 
Double-refined fugar, three oun- 
ces. 
Thefe being rubbed to powder, add 
the mucilage of gum arabic, and 
make troches. 


TROCHISCI e MAGNESIA, 
Lond. 
Troches of magnefia. 
Take of | 
Burnt magnefia, four ounces; 
Double-refined fugar, two oun- 
Ces ; 
Ginger powdered, one {cruple 
With the addition of the mucilage 
of gum arabic make. troches. 


Troches. 
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THESE compofitions are calcu- 


» 
as 


-Jated againtt that uneafy fenfation 


at the ftomach, improperly called 
the heartburn; in which they of- 
ten give immediate relief, by ab- 
forbing and neutralizing the acid 
juices that occafion this diforder. 
The abforbent powders here made 
ufe of, are of the moft powerful 
kind. The former has in general 
the effect of binding, the latter of 
opening, the belly; and from this 


circumftance the practitioner will 


be determined in his choice, ac- 
cording tothe nature of the cafe 
which he has occafion to treat. 


~TROCHISCI de MINIO. 
Dan. 
Red-lead troches. 
Take of 
Red-lead, half an ounce ; 
Corrofive mercury {ublimate, one 
ounce ; 
Crumb of the fineft bread, four 
ounces. 
Make them up with rofe-water into 
oblong troches. _ 


_ THese troches are employed on- 
? for external purpofes as efcharo- 


good deal of caution in 
their ufe. | . 
TROCHISCI CATECHU. 
Brun. 
Troches of catechu. 
Take of 
Catechu, one ounce; 
White fugar-candy, two ounces ; 
Ambergris, pe 
Mufk, each ten grains ; 
Mucilage of gum tragacanth, ag 
much asisfuficient  — 
Make them into troches. 


Tus medicine has long beenin 
efteem as flight reftringent; and 
reftringents thus gradually received 

: into 
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into the ftomach Pedace better ef- 


fects than when an equal quantity is 
taken down at once. Thefe troches 


~ 
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would be more palatable, and pers 


haps no lefs ferviceable, were the 
mufk and ambergris omitted. 
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O this form are peculiarly 

adapted thofe drugs which 
operate in a fmall dofe, and whofe 
naufeous and offenfive tafte or fmell 
require them to be concealed from 
the palate. 


Pills diffolve the moft difficultly 


in the ftomach, and produce the 
moft gradual and lafting effects, of 
all the internal forms. This i isi in 





fome cafes of great advantage; in 
others, itis a quality not at all ie 


firable; and fometimes may even be 
of dangerous confequence, particu- 
larly with regard to emetics; which, 
if they pafs the ftomach undiffolved, 
and afterwards excrt themfelves in 
the inteftines, operate there as vio- 
lent cathartics. Hence emetics dre 
among us f{carce ever given in pills; 
and hence tothe refinous and diffi- 
cultly foluble fubftances, fapona- 
ceous ones ought to be added, in or- 
der to promote their folution. 
Gummy refins, and infpiffated 
juices, are fometimes foft enough 
to be made into pills without ad- 
dition: where any moifture is re- 
quifite, fpirit of wine is more pro- 
per than fyrups or conferves, as it 
whites more readily with them, and 


( 


Cities © 


does for fenfibly increafe their bulk. 
Light dry powders require fyrup or 
mucilages: and the more ponde- 
rous, as the mercurial and other 
metallic preparations, thick heney, 
conferve, or extracts. 

Light powders require about half 
their weight of fyrup; of honey, 
about three-fourths their weight; 
to reduce them into a due confift- 
ence for forming pills. Halfa dram 
of the mafs will make five or fix 
pills of a moderate fize. 


General RULES for making PILLs. 


os 

Gums and infpiffated Juices, are to 
be firft foftened with the liquid 
prefcribed: then add the pow- 
ders, and continue beating them 
altogether till they be perfedly 
mixed, 

Ii. 

The maffes for pills are beft kept in 
bladders, which fhould be moift-- 
ened now and then with fome of 
the fame kind of liquid that the 
mafs was made up with, or with 
fome proper aromatic oil. < 


Chap. 27. 
PILULZ ATHIOPICA. 
Edinb. 
LEthiopic pills. 
Take of 
Quickfilver, fix dramis; 
- Golden fulphur of antimony, 
Refin of guaiacum, 
Honey, each half an ounce. 
Grind the quickfilver with the ho- 
ney, inaglafs mortar, until the 


mercurial globules entirely difap- 


pear; then add the golden ful- 
phur and guaiacum, with as much 
mucilage of gum arabic as is fuf- 
ficient to make the mixture into 
amafs of the proper confiftence 
for forming pills. 


TreEse pills are much more efh- 
eacious than thofe of a former edi- 
tion ; the zthiops mineral, there or- 
dered, being exchanged for a more 
active compofition. In their pre- 
fent form, they refemble Dr Plum- 
mer’s pills, defcribed in the Edin- 
burgh Effays, and afterwards to be 
mentioned. ‘To it they are pre- 
ferable in one refpeét, that they are 
lefs apt to run off by ftool. They 
are an ufeful alterative both in cu- 


taneousand venereal diforders. One ti 


fourth part of the quantity above 
prefcribed may be made into fixty 
pills; of which from one to four 
may be taken every night and morn- 
ing, the patient keeping moderately 
warm during the whole time that 
this courfe is continued, 


PILUL ex ALOE. 
Lond... 
Pills of aloes. 
Take of 
Socotorine aloes, powdered, one 
ounce ; / 
Extract of gentian, half an ounce; 
_ Syrup of ginger, as much as is 
fufficient. 2 
Beat them together. 
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PILULAZ ALOETIC. 

we  Bdinb. 

Aloetic pills. 

Take of 
Socotorine aloes, in powder, 
Thick extract of gentian, each 

two ounces ; ; 

Make them into a mafs with fimple 
fyrup. 


THESE pills were formerly di- 
rected tobe made with Caftile foap; 
from a notion which Boerhaave and 
fome others were very fond of, that 
foap promoted the folution of refi- 
nous and feveral other fubftances in 
the ftomach. This, however, feems 
to be a miftake; and, onthe contra- 
ry, itis highly probable, that the . 
alkaline part of the foap is in moft 
inftances feparated from the oily by 
the acid inthe ftomach; by which 
decompofition the foap may come 
to retard inftead of promoting the 
folution of the aloes. Thefe pills 
have been much ufed as warming 
and ftomachic laxatives: they are 
very well fuited for the coftivenefs 
fo often attendant on people of {e- 
dentary lives. Like other prepara- 
‘tions of aloes, they are alfo ufed in 
jaundice, and in certain cafes of ob- 
ftruéted menfes. They arefeldom 
ufed for producing full purging; 
but if this be required, afcruple or 
half a dram of the mafs may be 
made into pills of a moderate fize 
for one dofe. | 





PILULZ ex ALOE CUM 
MYRRHA. 
Lond. : 
Pills of aloes with myrrh, 
Take of 
Socotorine aloes, two ounces ; 
Myrrh, 
Saffron, of each one ounce; 
Syrup of faffron, as much as is 
fufficient. q 
Rub the aloesand myrrh feparately _ 
. te 
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to powder; afterwards beat them 
all together. -— 


PILULZ COMMUNES, vualgo 
RUFI. " 
Edinb. 

The common pills, vulgarly called 

Rufus’ s pills. 

Take of : 
Socotorine aloes, two ounces; 
Myrrh, one ounce ; 

Saffron, half an ounce. 

Beat them into a mafs with a pro- 

per quantity of fyrup. 


Tuese pills have long continued 
in practice, without any other alte- 
ration than in the fyrup which the 
mafs is made up with, and in the 
proportion of faffron. In our laft 
Pharmacopocia, the fyrup of worm- 
wood was ordered, which is here ju- 


- dicioufly exchanged for that of faf-_ 


fron ; this preferving and improving 
the brightnefs of colour in the me- 
dicine, which is ufually looked upon 
as the characteriltic of its goodnefs. 


The faffron, in the compofition 


which is attributed to Rufus, is 


equal in quantity to the myrrh ; and 
in thefe proportions the pill was re-— 


ceived in our firft Pharmacopoeia, 


As the diminution afterwards made 
in the faffron was grounded on very 
abfurd reafons, (viz. ‘‘ left the for- 
‘mer quantity fhould occafion a 
“<< fpafmus cynicus,’’) the London 


_ College have now againincreafed it, 


and reftored the pill to its original 
form. The virtues of this medicine 


may be ecafily underftood from its 


ingredients. Thefe pills, given to 


the quantity of halfa dram or two 


{cruples, prove confiderably cathar- 
tic, but they anfwer much betrer 
purpofes in fmaller defes as laxa- 
tivesor alteratives. 


PILULA ex COLOCYNTHI- 
-DE cum ALOE, vulgo PILU- 
LA COCCLE, | 
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Edinb. 


Golocynth pills with aloes, commonly - 


 €alled Coccie. 
Takeot 
Socotorine aloes, 
Scammony, of each two ounces: 
Sal polychreft, two drams; 
Colocynth, one ounce ; 
Oil of cloves, two drams. 
Reduce the aloes and {cammony in- 
toa powder with the falt; then 
let the colocynth, beat intoavery 
fine powder, and the oil be add- 
ed; laftly, make ic into a proper 
mafs with mucilage of gum ara- 
bic. 


In thefe pills we have avery ufe- . 


fuland active purgative; and where 
the fimple aloetic pill is not fufficient 
for obviating coftivenefs, this will 
often effectually anfwer the purpofe. 
Little of their activity can depend 
upon the falt which eaters the com- 
pofition ; but it may aflift in divid- 
ing the active parts of the other ar- 
ticles, particularly the aloes and 
{cammony. ‘Thefe pills often pro- 
duce a copious difcharge in cafes of 
obftinate coftivenefs, whentakento 
the extent only of five or ten grains; 
but they may be employed in much 
larger dofes. They are, however, 
feldom ufed with the view of pro- 
ducing proper catharfis. Half a 
dram of the mafs contains about 
five grains of the colocynth, ten of 
the aloes, and ten of the fcammony. 


PILULZ e CUPRO. 
Copper pills. 
Fake of | : | 
Cuprum emmoniacum, fixteen 
TAMAS gS 
Crumb of bread, four {cruples: 
Spirit of fal ammoniac, as much 
as is fufficient toform them in- 
to a mafs, which is to be di- 
vided into thirty-two equal 
PIS oe 





THESE 
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Tnese pills had formerly the 


“name of Pilule carulee, but they 
are now with greater propriety de- 


nominated from the metal which is 
their bafis. ss 

Each of thefe pills weigh about 
three grains, and contain fomewhat 
more than halfa grain of the cupram 
ammoniacum. Theabove pills feem 
to be the beft form of exhibiting 


this medicine ; for the effects of 
which, feeCUPRUM AMMONIACUM. 


PILULZ e GUMMI. 
Lond. 
Gum-pills. 
"Take of 
Galbanum, 
Opopanax, 
Myrrh, 
Sagapenum, of each one ounce ; 
Afafoetida, half an ounce ; 
Syrup of faffron, as much as is 
fufficient. 
Beat them together. 


PILULZ GUMMOS&. 
Edinb. 
Guim-pills. 

‘Take of 

Afafoetida, 

Galbanum, 

Myrrh, each one ounce ; 

Redtified oil of amber, one dram. 
Beat them into a mafs with fimple 

fyrup. 7 


Tnrese pills are defigned ‘for 
antihyfterics and emmenagogues, 
and very well calculated for anfwer- 
ing thofe intentions; half a {cruple, 
a fcruple, or more, may be taken 
every night or oftener. 
pilis of our former pharmacopoeia 
were confiderably purgative: the 
purgative ingredients are now omit- 
ted, as the phyfician may eafily, in 
extémporaneous preféription, com- 
pound thefe pills «with cathartic 
medicines, in fuch proportions as 
particular cafes fhall require. 

E 


Pills. 


The fetid 
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PILULZ ex HYDRARGY- 
oD. : 
Lond. 
Quick filver-pills. 

Take of 
Purified quickfilver, 

Extract of liquorice, having the 
confiftence of honey, of each 
two drams. 

Liquorice, finely powered, one 
dram. 

Rub the quickfilver with the extra& 
of liquorice until the globules dif- 
appear; then, adding the liquo- 
rice-powder, mix them together. 


PILULA e HYDRARGYRO, 
five MERCUORIALES. 
Edinb. 

Mercurial pills. 

Take of 
Quickfilver, 

Honey, each one ounce ; 
Cramb of bread, two ounces. 
Grind the quickfilver with the ho- 

ney ina glafs mortar till the glo- 
-bules difappear, adding occafion- 
ally a little fimple fyrup; then 
add the crumb of bread, and beat 
_ the whole with water intoa mafs, 
“which is to be immediately divi- 
ded into four hundred and eigh- 
ty equal pills. | 






Tue quickfilver was formerly 
directed to be ground with refin of 
guaiacum and caftile foap. The 
former was fuppofed to coincide 
with the virtues of the mercury, 
and the latter was ufed chiefly to 
divide the globules of mercury. For 
this Jaft intention Dotior Saunders 
found that honey, the fubftance 


here ordered by the Edinburgh col- 


lege, is of all he tried the moft ef. 
fectual: But we would fuppofe, with . 


this gentleman, that fomething far- 
ther is done in this procefs than the 


mere divifion of the mercurial glo- 
bules, and that part of the quick- 
hilver is asit were amalgamated with 

the 
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the honey, or brought to a ftate 
fimilar to that in Plenck’s folution. 
The fame effect will take place 
when the pills are prepared with 
extract of liquorice now directed 
by the London college. 
_ The mercurial pill is one of the 
beft preparations of mercury, and 


may in general fuperfede moft other. 


forms of this medicine. It is necef- 
fary to form the mafs immediately 
into pills, as the crumb foon becomes 
too hard for that purpofe. Soap 
was undoubtedly a very improper 
mediam for triturating the mercu- 
ry; it is not only too hard for that 
purpofe, but when the preparation 
entered the ftomach, the alkaline 
part of the foap being engaged by 
the acid in that vifens, the mercury 
would in all probability be immedi- 
ately feparated. The honey and 
bread can only be changed by the 
natural powers of digeftion, and can 
never opprefs the ftomach. The 
dofe of the pills is from two to four 
or fix in the-day, according to the 
affects we with to produce, 


PILULE e JALAPPA. 


Ediné, 


Falap-pills. 
Take of 


Extract of jalap, two ounces ; 
Aromatic powder, half an ounce. 
Beat them into a mafs with fimple 


fyrup. 





Tats is an ufeful and active pur- 
gative, either for evacuating the 
contents of the inteftinal canal, or 
producing a difcharge from the fy- 
ftem in general. 

One of the fame kind, with pow- 
dered jalap in fab{tance inftead of 
the extract, is ufed in fome of our 
hofpitals, as a cheap and effectual 


purge. 
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PILULA PLUMMERI. 
«  &dinb., 
Plummer’s pill, 
Take of 
Sweet mercury, 
Precipitated faulphur of antime- 
ny, each fix drams ; 
Extract of gentian, 
White Spanith foap, ee two 
drams 
Let the mercury be ‘eitigatee with 
the fulphur till they be thoroughly 
mixed, than add the extra, and 
form a mafs with fimple fyrup. 


THESE pills were recommended 
to the attention of the public about 
forty years ago by Dr Plummer, 
whofe name they ftill bear. He re- 
prefented them in a paper which 
he publifhed in the Edinburgh Me- 
dical Effays, as a very ufeful alters 
ative; and on his authority they. 
were at one time much employed ; 
but they are now lefs extenfively 
ufed than formerly. And although 
they flill retain a place in the E- 
dinburgh pharmacopoeia, yet it is 
probable that every purpofe to be. 


an{wered by them may be more ef- 


fedtually obtained from the common 
mercurial pill, or from calomel in 
a more fimple ftate. | 


-PILULA ex OPIO. 
Lond. 
Opium pills. 
Take of 
Hard purified opium, powdered, 
two drams: 
Extract of liquorice, one ounce. 
Beat them until they are perfedlly 
united. 


PILULZ THEBAICA, vulge 
PACIFICA, 
Edinb. 
Thebaic, componly called Pacific 


“pil Iss 
Take 
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Take of 


& 


Opium, half an ounce ; 
Extract of liquorice, two oun- 
ces; j 
Caftile foap,an ounceand a half; 
_ Yamaica pepper, one ounce. 
Soften the opiam and! extract fepa- 
rately with proof-fpirit, and ha- 
ving beat them intoa pulp, mix 
them ; then add the foap, and the 
_pepper beat into a powder; and 
laftly, having beat them well to- 
gether, form the whole into a 
mafs. 


THEsE two compofitions, altho’ 
differing in feveral particulars, may 
yet be confidered as at bottom very 
much the fame. The firftis.a fimple 
opiate, in which every five grains of 
the mafs contains ene of opium; 
and in the opium alone can we fup- 
pofe that the ativity of the medi- 
cine depends. 

Although fome of the articles 
contained in the latter compolition 
may perhaps be fuppofed to operate 
as corrigentia, yet the former com- 
pofition, which is the moft fimple, 


"isin general preferable. 


Pills fimilar to the fecond were 
contrived by a chemical empiric, 
Starkey, and communicated by him 
to Matthews, under whofe name 
they were fome time ago greatly ce- 
lebrated. The form here given dif- 
fers confiderable from the original, 
in omitting many ingredients of no 
great fervice. Nor indeed are any 
of the ingredients of much confe- 
quence, except the opium; their 
quantity being too inconfiderable to 
anfwer any ufeful purpofe. Nine 
grains of the compofition contain 
nearly one of opium. 


PILULA e SCILLA. 
Lond. 
Sguill-pills, 
Take of 
Freth dried quills, powdered, one 
dram ; 


Pillep :. 
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Ginger, powdered, 
Soap, of each three drams ; 
Ammoniacum, two drams; 
Syrup of ginger, as much as is 
fufficient. 
Beat them together 


PILUL SCILLITICA. 
Edinb. 
Sguill-pills. 


% 


Take of 

Gum ammoniac. 

Leffer cardamom feeds, in pow- 
der, 

Extract of liquorice, each one 
dram ; 

Dried root of {quills, in fine pow- 
der, one fcruple, 


Mix, and form them into a mafs 


with fimple fyrup. 


THESE are elegant and commo- 


dious forms for the exhibition of. 


{quills, whether for promoting ex- 
pectoration, or with the ether in- 
tentions to which’ that medicine is 
applied. As the virtue of the com- 
pound is chiefly from the {quills, the 
other ingredients are often varied in 
extemporaneous prefcription: and 
probably no material difference takes 
place in the two forms here propofed, 
excepting in the proportion of the 
{quills, which in the former confti- 
tutes one eight, in the latter one 
ninth of the mafs. | 


PILULA STOMACHICA, 
Edinb. < 
Stomachic pills. 
Take of 
Rhubarb, one ounce ; 
Socotorine aloes, {ix drams ; 
Myrrh, half an ounce ; 
Vitriolated tartar one dram ; 
Effential oil of mint, half adram; 
Syrup of orange-peel, a fufficient 
quantity. 
Make them into a mafs, 


Tuts pill is intended for mode- 
rately 


508 
rately warming and ftrengthening 
the ftomach, and evacuating crude 
vifcid humours. A fcruple of the 
mafs may be taken twice a-day. 


PILULA BACHERI. 
Gen. 
! Bacher’ s pill, 

~ Take of 
Extract of black hellebore, 
Purified myrrh, each one ounce; 
Powder of carduus benedicius, 

two feruples. 

Mix them into a mafs according to 
art, to be dried in the air till it 
be fit for the formation of pills, 
each weighing one grain. 


Trese pills have been ftrongly 
recommended as a moft effectual re- 
medy in: dropfical cafes, and have 
been ,alleged to unite an evacuant 
and tonic power. Hence they have 


been confidered as particularly fuit-- 


ed to thofe cafes where remarkable 
weaknefs and laxity occurs. Under 
the hands of Mr Bacher the inven- 
rae 





publithed by authority. But like 
- many other noftrums {ince this pub- 
lication, Bacher’s pill has by no 
means fupported the reputation 
which it had when kept a fecret. 
The dofe is varied according to cir- 
cumf{tances, from one to thirty pills 
being taken inthe courfe of the day. 
; 


PILULZ ex ELATERIO. 
Suec. 
Pills of elaterium. 
Take of 
The pureft gum ammoniac, two 
ounces, 
Socotorine aloes, 
Gamboge, each two drams ; 
Elaterium half a dram. 
Mix them by means of bitter tinc- 
ture, into a mafs for the forma- 


\ 
. 
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tion of pills, each weighing two 
grains. 


THIs, as well as the former, is 
alfo a pill celebrated for the cure of 
dropfical affections. And the elate- 
rium from which it derivesits name, 
is one of the moft powerful eva- 
cuants in the way of catharfis, 
Here, however, it is united with 
fuch active articles, particularly the 
gamboge, as muft make its effet 
fomewhat doubtful. And we are 
inclined to think that a preferable 
formula for making the Pilule ex 
Elaterio, is to form it into a mafs, 
with the extraét of gentian. This 
1s imagined to have fome influence 
as correcting its effect, in exciting 
ficknefs at ftomach. And when 
each pil] is made to contain half a 
grain of the elaterium, the dofe may 
be eafily accommodated to the cir- 
cumftances of the patient, one or 
two pills being raken every hour till 
they begin to operate; 

The elaterium, whether under 
the form abovementioned, orin the 
more fimple ftate, which has now 
been fuggefted, operates as a verv 
powerful cathartic, often inducing 
the difcharge of ftagnant ferum, 
when other remedies are found in- 
effectual. But it can be exhibited 
only in thofe cales where the-pati- 
ent ftill retains a confiderable de- 
gree of ftrength. = 


PILULZ FOETIDA, 
Succ. 
Fatid-pills. 

Take of 

Afafoetida. 

Caftor each a dram and a half; 

Salt of amber, half.a dram. 

Oil of hartfhorn, half a fcruple ; 
Make them into a mafs, with tinc- 

ture of myrrh, to be divided into 

pills of two grains each. 


THese like the gum-pills for- 
ee merly 


| 

ape a7. 8 
-merly mentioned, are chiefly ufed 
asan antihyfteric and antifpafmodic 
medicine; and they are particular- 
ly afeful in counteracting {pafmodic 
affections of the alimentary canal, 
| efpecially thofe connected with fla- 
tulence. But the afafoetida is no lefs 
faccefsful when exhibited in a more 
_fimple ftate, particularly when form- 
ed into pills with an equal quantity 
of foap, by the aid of fimple fy- 
op. 


PILULZA de GAMBOGIA. 
| Dare 
: Gamboge pills. 
| Take of 
- Socotorine aloes, 
: Extract of black hellebore, 
_ Sweet mercury, 
_ Gamboge, each two drams ; 
Diftilled oil of juniper, half a 
dram ; 
Syrup of buckthorn, as much as 
is fufficient for forming a mafs 
of pills. 


- From the ingredients of which 
thefe pills are conftituted, we need 
hardly remark, that they muft prove 
a very powerful purgative. 
gamboge, from which they derive 
their name, is unqueftionably a very 
active one. Butit is not more fo than 
the mercurius dulcis ; and perhaps 
from an union of thefe two, as much 
might be expected as from the 
more compounded formula here a- 
dopted. Yet it is not improbable, 
that the effential oil of juniper may 
in fome degree operate as a corri- 
gent. 


PILULE e MERCURIO COR- 
; ROSIVO ALBO. 


Suec. 
Pills of corrofive fublimate mer- 
CUry. ; 


Take of , 
Correfive fublimate,- 


Pills. 


The 
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Purified fal ammoniac, each one 
{fcruple ; 
Diftilled water, as much as js 
fuficient to melt them ; 
Powder of the root of althea, fix- 
teen fcruples ; 
Honey, two drams. 
Mix them into a mafs for the for- 
mation of pills, each weighing 
three grains. 


Corrosive {ublimatein fubftance 
was long confidered as being fo vio- 
lent in its effects, that it could not 
with fafety be taken internally ; but 
for a confiderable time it has been 
ufed with advantage under the form 
of folution, either in water or fpi- 
rits. But to both thefe a cofidera- 


ble objection occurs from their difa- 
greeable brafly tafte. This objedti- 
on is however entirely obviated, by 
reducing the folution after it ‘is 
formed to a folid mafs, by means of 
roper - 


the crumb of bread, or any p 
powder: And by the aid ofga 
fa] ammoniac, the folutiona 
madein avery {mall quantity i 
ter; fo that lefs of any folid inter- 
medium will be fufficient to bring it 
yOf pills. The formula 
here directe 1s well fuited for — 
the purpofe intended. Each of the. 
pills contains about an eight of a 
grain of thecorrofive; thusthedofe — 
may be eafily regulated according to. 
the intention in view. And thefe | 
pills are not unfrequently employed 
with advantage, both in combating 
venereal and cutaneous affections, 
and for the expulfion of worms from 
the alimentary canal. With thelat- 
ter of thefe intentions, a fimilar pill 
was particularly recommended by 
Dr Gardner, in a paper publifhed 
in the Edinburgh Phyfical and Li-. . 
terary Effays. And although not re- 
ceived into our pharmacopoeia, it hag... 
been frequently ufed at Edinburgh, 







to the for: re 










"J 


a 






578 
PILULA PICEA, | 
Dan. 
Tar-pills. 

Take any quantity. of tar, and mix 
with it as much powdered ele- 
campane reot as will reduce it to 
a proper thicknefs. for being 
formed into pills. 


THE powder here mixed with 


the tar, though of no great vir- 
tue, is neverthelefs a very ufeful 
addition, not only for procuring it 
a due confiftence, but likewife as 
it divides the refinous texture of the 
tar, and thus contributes to promote 
its folution by the animal juices. In 
the Edinburgh infirmary, half a 
dram of the mafs, made into mid- 
dle-fized pills, is given every morn- 
ing and evening in diforders of the 
breait, {curvies, &c. 


PILULZ SAPONACEA, — 
Suec. 

7 Soap-pills. 

_ Take of" 

~ Hard white foap, two ounces ; 
Extract of birch, one ounce. 

Let them be formed into a mafs, to 
be divided into pills, each con- 
taining three grains. 





ALTHOUGH many virtues have 


been attributed to the birch, yet we 
are inclined to think, that it here 
ferves little other purpofe than to 
aid in giving the form of pills tothe 
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foap. And this article, even when 
taken in fmall quantity with fome 
conftitutions, operates as a gentle 
laxative. But befides this, it has al- 
fo been fuppofed to be highly ufeful 
both in cafes.of jaundice and of cal- 
culus. There can, however, be 


little doubt, that the theories on 


which it has been inferred, that it 
may be ufeful infuch complaints, are 
not well founded ; and we may per- 
haps add, that the ufe of it even to 
a great extent, is by no means at- 
tended with thofe confequences. 
which were once alleged to arife 
from it. 


PILULA e STYRACE. 
Succ. | 

z Storax-pills. 

Take of 
Strained florax, five {cruples ; 
Extract of liquorice, three drams; 
Opium, one dram. 

Let the opium, diffolved in wine, 
be added to the other ingredients, 
foas to form a mafs of proper 
confiftence, to be made into pills, 
each weighing three grains, 


Tuese pillsare principally active, 
in confequence of the opium which 
they contain. And they are chiefly. 
meant witha view to a flow folution 
in the ftomach, and confequently 
producing more gradual and lafting 
effects. One grain of opium is con- 
tained in fix grains of the mafs, 
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GY LecTUARIES are compofed 
| chiefly of powders mixed up 
with fyrups, &c. into fuch a con- 
fiftence, that the powders may not 
feparate in keeping, that a dofe may 
be eafily taken up on the point of a 
knife, and not prove too ftiff to 
Swallow. 

| Ele@tuaries receive chiefly the 
milder alterative medicines,and fuch 
las are not ungrateful to the palate. 
‘The more powerful drugs, as ca- 
thartics, emetics, opiates, and the 
dike, (except in officinal eleCtuaries 
ro be difpenfed by weight), are fel- 
dom trufted in this form, on account 
of the uncertainty of the dofe; 
difguftful ones, acids, bitters, fetids, 
cannot be conveniently taken into it; 
mor is the form of an electuary well 
teed for the more ponderous fub- 
ances, as mercurials, thefe being 
pt to fubfide in keeping, unlefs the 
ompofition be made very {tiff 

The lighter powders require 
thrice their weight of honey or fy- 
wap, boiled to the thicknefs of ho- 
mey, to make them into the confift- 
ence of an electuary; of fyrups of 
he common confiftence, twice the 

eight of the powder is fufficient. 
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Where the common fyrups are 
employed, it is neceflary to add 
likewife a little conferve, to prevent 
the compound from drying too 
foon, Eleétuaries of Peruvian bark, 
for inftance, made up with fyrup 
alone, will often in a day or two 
grow too dry for taking. 

Some powders, efpecially thofe of 
the lefs grateful kind, are more con- 
veniently made up with mucilage 
than with fyrup, honey, or con- 
ferve. Thethree latter ftick about 
the mouth and fauces, and thus oc- 
cafion the tafte of the medicine to 


‘remain for a confiderable time; 


whilft mucilages pafs freely, with- 
ouc leaving any tafte in the mouth, 
A little foft extract of liquorice, 
joined to the mucilage, renders the 
compofition fufficiently grateful, 
without the iaconvenicnces of the 
more adhefive fweets. wee! 

The quantity of an eleCtuary di- 
rected at a time, in extemporaneous 
prefcription, varies much accord- 
ing to its conftituent parts, but it 
is rarely lefs than the fize of a nur- 
meg, or more than two or three 
ounces. | ine 
General 
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General rules for making electuaries. 


“eee 
The rules already laid down for de- 
coctions and powders in general, 
are likewife to be obferved in 
making decoctions and powders 
for ele@uaries. = 
II. 


Gums, infpifflated juices, and fuch — 
other fub{tances as are not pulve- 


rable, fhould be diffolved in the 
liquor prefcribed: then add the 
powders by little and little, and 
keep the whole brifkly ftirring, 
fo as to make an equable and u- 
niform mixture. 

ilt. 

Aftringent ele@tuaries, and fuch as 
have pulps of fruits in their com- 
pofition, thould be prepared on- 

Jy in fmall quantities at a time: 
For aftringent medicines lofe 
greatly of their virtue on being 
kept in this form, and the pulps 
of fruits are apt to become four. 

| iV. 

The fuperfluous moifture of the 
pulps fhonld be exhaled over a 
gentle fire, before the other in- 
gredients are added to them. 

V. . 

Electuaries, if they grow dry in 
keeping, are to be reduced to the 
due confiftence, with the addition 

of a little Canary wine, and not 
with fyrup or honey: by this 
means, the dofe will be the leaft 
uncertain; a circumftance defer- 
ving particular regard, in thofe 
efpecially which are made up with 
fyrup and contain a proportien 
of opium. 


ELECTUARIUM.e CASSIA. - 


Lond. . 
Elecluary of Caffia. 
Take of 
The trefh extratied pulp of caf- 
fia, half a pound ; 
Manna, two ounces ; 
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Pare WD 


om ‘Pulp of tamarinds, one ounce; 


Rofe-fyrup, half a pound ; 

Beat the manna, and diffolve it O- 
ver a flow fire in the rofe- -fyrup ; 
then add the pulps; and with a 
continued heat, evaporate the 
whole to the proper thicknefs af 
an electuary. 


ELECTUARIUM e CASSIA. 
vulgo DIACASIA, 
Edinb. 
EleGuary of cafia, commonly called 
Diacafia. 
Takeof —} <9 
Pulp of ca 
CES ; 
Pulp of tamarinds, 
Manna, each an ounce and a 
half ; 
Syrup of pale rofes, fix ounces; 
Having beat the manna in a mortar, 
diffolve it with a gentle heat in- 
the fyrup; then add the pulps, 
and evaporate them with a re- 
gularly continued heat to the con- 
fiftence of an clectuary. 


fia fiftularis, fix oun- 


THESE compofitions are very 
convenient officinals, to ferve as a 
bafis for purgative electuaries and. 
other fimilar parpofes ; ; as the pulp- 
ing a {mall quantity of the fruits, 
for extemporaneons prefcription, is 
very troublefome. The tamarinds 
give them a pleafant tafte, and do 
not fubje&t them, as might be ex- 
pected, to turn fonr. After ftanding 
for four months, the compofition 
has been found no fourer than when 
fir made up. They are likwife 
ufefully taken by themfelves, to- 
the quantity of two or three drams 
occafionally, for gently loofening 
the belly in coftive habits. ‘ 


ELECTUARIUM e SCAMMO. 
NIO. 
eee 
Elettuary of fcammony. 
| Tee Take 


‘Chap. 28. 


‘Take of 
_ Scammony, in powder one ounce 
and an half ; 
|. Cloves, 
| Ginger, of each fix drams ; 
| Effential oil of Cqhanay half a 
i dram ; 
_ Syrup of rofes, as much as is uth. 
cient. 
Mix thefpices, powdered together, 
| with the fyrup; then add the 
| feammony, and laftly the oil of 
caraway. 





Tuts electuary is a warm, brifk 
purgative. It is a reform of the 
Elefuarium caryocoftinum of our 
preceding difpenfatories, a compo- 
fition which was greatly complained 
of, as being inconvenient to. take, 
on account of the largenefs of its 
dofe. A dram anda half of this, 
which contains fifteen grains of 
fcammony, is equivalent to half an 
ounce of the other. 


ELECTUARIUM e SEN- 

Cae NA. 

: Lond. 

Elefluary of fenna. 

‘Take of 
Senna, eight ounces ; 

Figs, one pound ; 
Pulp of tamarinds, 
of caffia, 
of prunes, of each half a 
eA 2 
Coriander-feeds, four ounces; 
Liquorice three ounces ; 

_ Double-refined fugar, two pounds 

| and an half. 

Powder the fenna with the corian- 
der-feeds, and fift out ten ounces 
of the mixed powder. Boil the 
remainder with the figs and li- 
quorice, in four pints of diftilled 
water, to one half; then prefs 
out and ftrain the liquor. Eva- 
porate this {trained liquor to the 
weight of about a pound and an 








Eletluartes. 


ger 


half: then add the fugar, and 
make a fyrup ; add this fyrup by 
degrees to the pulps, and laftly 
mix in the powder. 


ELECTUARIUM LENITI- 
VUM. 
Edinb. 
Lenitive eletluary. 
Take of | 
Pulp of French prunes, one 
pound, 

Pulp of caffia. 

Pulpof tamarinds, each two oun- 
ces anda half ; 

Black fyrup of fugar, commonly 
called molaffes, one pound and 
zx half ; : 

Senna leaves in fine powder, four 

ounces ; 
Coriander feeds in fine powder, 
half an ounce, 

Having boiled the pulps with the 
fyrup to the confiltence of honey, 
add the powders, and beat the 
whole into an electuary. 


Tuts electuary,the name of which 
is with propriety changed by the 
London college, is now ‘freed from 
fome fuperfluous ingredients which 
were leftinit at former revifals, viz. 
polypody roots, French mercury 
leaves, fenugreek feeds,and linfeed, 
Molafles is preferable to either: 
honey or fugar, as it coincides with 
the intenzion, and is not only of it- 
felf inapt to ferment, but likewife 
prevents fuch fubftances as are this 
way difpofed from running into 
fermentation. 

It is a very convenient laxative, 
and has long been in common ufe 
among practitioners. Taken tothe 
quantity of a nutmeg or more, as 
occafion may require, it isan excel- 
lent laxative for loofening the belly 
in coftive habits. 


Q03 ELEC, 


532 
ELECTUARIUM JAPONI- 
CUM, vulgo CONFECTIO 


JAPONICA. 
Edinb, 


Faponic elettuary, commonly called 


| Faponic confection. 
Take of 
Japan earth, four ounces ; 
Gum kino, three ounces ; 
Cinnamon, x 
Nutmeg, each one ounce ; 
Opium diffufed in a fufficient 
quantity of Spanith white 
wine,one dramand a half ; 
Syrup of dried rofes boiled’ to the 
confiftence of honey, two pounds 
and a quarter. 
Mix and form them into an elec- 
tuary. 


THE ingredients in the electuary 
feem extremely well chofen, and are 
fo proportioned to one another, that 
the quantity of opium is the fame 
as in the diafcordiumof the former 
pharmacopceiasof Edinburgh, viz. 
one grain inten fcraples. The gum 
kino, now fubftituted to the tormen- 
til root, isan excellent improvement 
in the formula. 


ELECTUARIUM JOVIALE. 
Brun. 
Tin electuary. 
Take of 
Pare tin, 
Quickfilver, each one ounce. 


Letthem be formed into an amal-— 


gam ; then add : 
Oytter thells, prepared,one ounce. 
Reduce the whole to a powder. 
Take of 
This powder, 
Conferve of wormwocd, each one 
ounce, and form an electuary 
with fyrup of mint. 


Tn, as we havealready had oc- 
cafion to obferve under the article 
Stannum Pulveratum, has long been 


\ 
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celebrated for the expulfion of tas- 
nia. And it is alfo well known, 
that in mercury we have one of the 
moft powerful of thetribe of anthel- 
mintics. Such a combination as the 
prefent, then, might be fuppofed 
well fuited for the removal of that 
animal from the alimentary canal ; 
and accordingly ithas been alleged, 


that this eleftuary has fometimes 


fucceeded after other remedies have 
failed. Ic may be taken twice a- 
day, to the extent of two or three 
drams for a dofe, 


ELECTUARIUM GINGI- 
VALLE. - 
Suec. 


EleGuary for the gums. 


Take of 


Powdered myrrh, three drams ; 
Cream of tartar, 
Cochineal, each a dram and @# 
half. 

Grind them together in a glafs mor- 
tar: then add 
Melted honey, four ounces ; 
Cloves, in powder, one dram. 


Myrrn, particularly under the 
form of tincture, haslong beena fa- 
vourite application to the gums, 
when in a fpongy or ulcerated ftate. 


-But the fpirituous menftruum there 


employed, although fometimes fa-. 
vouring the intention in view, in o- 
ther inftancesoccursas an objection 
to itsufe. In thefe cafes, the bene- 
fit to be derived from the myrrh 
may be obtained from this eleQuary, 
which may always be applied with 
fafety, and fometimes with advan- 
tage. 


ELECTUARIUM e MANNA. 


Suvee. 
Eleduary of manna. 
Take of 
Manna. 


Refined fugar, pounded, 
! Fennel- 


 Fennel-water, each two ounces. 
Strain the mixture, ufing exprefli- 
on; then add 
Fine powder of the root of flo- 
rentine orrice, one dram ; 
 Frefh drawn almond oil, one 
ounce. 


In this electuary we havea gent- 
ly emollient laxative, which is very 
ufeful in thefe cafes, where obfti- 
patio either arifes from indurated 
feces, or is fapported by that caufe. 
But its cathartic powers are a no 
means confiderable. 


ELECTUARIUM NITRO- 
-SUM. 
Gen. 
Nitrous élediuary. 

Take of 

Purified nitre, half an ounce ; 

Conferve of rofes, four ounces. 
Mix them. 


Unper this formula, nitre may 
be introduced to a confiderable ex- 
tent, without giving uneafinefs .at 
ftomach, while at the fame timeits 
refrigerant power is combined with 
the aftringency of the rofes.- From 
thefe circumftances it may beadvan- 
rageoufly employed in different ca- 
fes, but particularly in inftances of 
heemopty is. 


ELECTUARIUM. TEREBIN- 
THINATUM. 
Bede. 01 
T trebinthinate elefuary. 


ae 


EleGuartes. 


Take of 
Spirit of turpentine, halfan ounce; 
Honey, one ounce ; 

Powder of liquorice, as much as 
is fafficient for the formation 
of an electuary. 


Unper this form, the oil of tur- 
pentine may be introduced with lefs 
uneafinefs, than perhaps under al- 
moft any other. And it may thus 
be employed for different purpofes, 
but particularly with a view to its 
diuretic power. But it has been e- 
{pecially celebrated for the cure of 
ob{tinate rheumatifms, and above 
all, for that modification of rheus 
matifm which has the name of i 
chias, and which is found in many 
inftances, obftinately to refift other 
modes of cure. 


LINCTUS LENIENS. 
Suec. 
Lenient Linus. 
Take of 
Gum arabic, bruifed, two dramis ; 
Cherry-water, half an ounce. 


By trituration ina mortar, mix with | 


them 

Almond oil, frefh drawn, 

Syrup of almonds, each feven 
ounces. 


In this we have a very apreeable 
emollient linctus, highly vofeful in 


recent catarrhal. affeGtions, for Iu-~ 


bricating the throat and fauces. It 


may be taken at pleafure to any €x- . 


tent that the ftomach will eafily bear. 
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vi HouUGH theLondon college 
have feparated thefe from elec- 
tuaries, yet they differ fo little, that 
in moft pharmacopoeias they are 
ranked under the fame head. And 
in that of Edinburgh, there are fe- 


-veral articles which have promif- 


cuoufly the name either of confection 
or e/edfuary. But as no inconveni- 
ence arifes from the feparation ; 
and as we have followed the order 
of the Edinburgh pharmacopoeia in 
other particulars, it would be im- 
proper to deviate from it in this. 


CONFECTIO AROMA- 
TICA. 
Lond. 
Aromatic confedion. 
Take of 
Zedoary, in coarfe powder, 
Saffron, of each half an ounce ; 
Diftilled water, three pints.’ 
Macerate for twenty-four hours ; 
then prefs and ftrain. Reduce 
the ftrained liquor, by evaporati- 
on, toa pint and a half, to which 
add-the following, rubbed to a 
very fine powder : 
Compound powder of  crabs- 
claws, fixteen ounces ; 
Cinnamon, 
Nutmegs, of each two ounces ; 
Cloves, one ounce ; 


\ 


Smaller cardamom- -feeds, hufked, 
half an ounce; 
Double-refined fugar,two pounds. 
Make a confection. 


THIs contectiads is whit of 
the more unexceptionable ingredi- 
ents of a compofition formerly held 
in great efteem, and which wascal- 
led, from its author, ConrECTIO 
RatercHana. The original con- 
fection was compofed of nolefs than 
five and twenty particulars ; each of 
which were examined apart, except 
one, ros folis, the flower of which 
is too {mall to be gathered in fuffi- 
cient quantity for the general ufe of 
the medicine, and the plant is pof- 
feffed of hurtful qualities, as is ex- 
perienced in cattle that feed where 
it prows. In this examination, ma- 
ny of the extracts came out fo very 
naufeous, that it was impoflible to - 
retain them, confiftent with any re- . 
gard to the tafte of the compofition. 
But fome few, of equal efficacy 
with any of the reft, being of a to- 
Jerable tafte-and flavour, were com- 
pounded in different proportions ; 
and when, after many trials, acom- 
pofition was approved, the quantity 
of each material, that would yield 
the proportion of extract which en- 
tered that compofition, was calcula- 

ted, 
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ted, and from thence the propor- 
portions were collected as now fet 
down: after which the compound 
extract was made, and found toan- 


fwer expectation. The London col- 


lege, in the prefent edition of their 
pharmacopoeia, have {till farther 
fimplified this formula, by rejeCting 
the rofemary, juniper, and carda- 
moms, which formerly entered it. 

The confection, as now reformed, 
is a fufficiently grateful and mede- 
rately warm cordial; and frequent- 
dy given with that intention, from 
eight or ten grains to a f{cruple or 
upwards, in bolufes and draughts. 
The formula might perhaps be ftill 
more fimplified without any lofs. 
The crabs-claw powder does not ap- 
pear to be very neceflary, and is in- 
ferted rather in compliance with 
the original, than from its contri- 
buting any thing to the intention of 
the medicine; and the following 
formula of the Edinburgh pharma- 
copoeia feems to us preferable to 
that of the London, even in its pre- 
fent improved ftate. 


ELECTUARIUM CARDIA- 
CUM valgo CONFECTIO 
* CARDIACA. 
Edinb. 
Cordial elefuary, commonly called 
Cordial confection. 
Take of ; 
. Conferve of orange-peel, three 
Ounces ; - 
Preferved nutmegs, an ounce.and 
a half ; ; 
Preferved ginger, fix drams; 
Cinnamon, in fine powder, half 
an ounce ; 
Syrup of orange-peel, as much as 
will form the whole into an e- 
lectuary. 


In the above fimple and elegant 
formula, a number of trifling ingre- 
dients are rejected, and thofe fubfti- 
tuted in their place are medicines 


of approved efficacy. We there-, 
fore confider this preparation as an_ 
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ufeful remedy for the purpofes ex- 
prefled in its title. 


CONFECTIO OPIATA. 
Lond. 
: Confection of opium. 
Take of, 
Hard purified opium, powdered, 
Ox drams; 
Long pepper, 
Ginger,:: « 





Caraway feeds, of each 2 ounces; 


Syrup of white poppy, boiled 
to the confiftence of honey, 
three times the weight of the 
whole. . 7 

Mix the purified opium carefully 
with the heated fyrup: then add 
. the reft rubbed to powder. 


ELECTUARIUM THEBAIT- 
CUM. 
Edinb. 
Thebaic elefuary. 
Take of . 
Powder of aromatics, fix ounces; 


Virginian {nake-root, in fine pow-. 


der, three ounces; 

Opium, diffufed in a fufficient 
quantity of Spanifh white-wine, 
three drams ; 


Clarified honey thrice the weight 


of the powders. 
Mix them, and form an electuary. 


T WESE compofitions confit of ye- 
Ty powerful ingredients, and are 


doubtlefs capabie of anfwering every 
thing thatcan bereafonably expected 


from the more voluminous theriaca _ 


of Andromachus. The London col- 
lege alfo had formerly their the- 


nigga 


riaca compofed of the lefs excep- _ 


tionable ingredients of Androma- 


chus’s. But asthefe medicineshave 


for a long time been chiefly em- 
ployed for external purpofes, by the 
way of cataplafm, the TheriacaLon- 
dinenfis 18 now omitted, and its 

place 


f 


~ Thebaic electuary. 


place fupplied by a cataplafm com- 
pofed of a few well-chofen articles, 
under the name of Cataplafma e cy- 
mino; of which hereafter. For 
internal ufe, none of the theriacas 
are at prefent fo much regarded as 
they have been heretofore; practi- 
tioners having introduced in their 
room extemporaneous bolufes of Vir- 
ginian fnake-foot, camphor, con- 
trayerva, and the like; which an- 
fwer all their intentions, with this 
advantage, that they may be given 
either with or without opium; an 
ingredient which rendersthe others 
prejudicial, in cafes where they 


might otherwife be proper. 


With regard to the quantity of 
opium in thé foregoing compofitions, 
one grain thereof is contained in 
thirty-fix grains of the Confectio o- 
piata, and in five fcraples of the 
The propor- 
tion of opium will vary a little, ac- 
cording to the time that they have 
been kept; their moifture by de- 


grees exhaling, fo astoleavethere- | 


mainder fronger of the opium than 
an equal weight was at firft. A 
change of this kind is taken notice 
of by many writers, but falfely at- 


tributed to an imaginary fermenta- 
_ tive quality of the ingredients; by 
which they were fuppofed, from 


their multiplicity and contrariety, to 
be continually exhaling and improv- 
ing the virtues of each other. 

A good deal of careis requifite in 


making thefe compofitions, to pre- 


vent the wafte which is apt to‘hap- 
pen in the pounding, and which 
would render the proportion of o- 
pitim to the other ingredients pre- 
carious. The intention of diffoly- 
ing the opimm in wine, for thefe 
and other electuaties, is, that it 


 qiay be more uniformly mingled 


with the reft. 


Tarse compofitions fally fapply 
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the place of two articles, which 
though long banithed from rhe 
fhops, we fhall here fabjoin; as ex- 
amples of the amazing height to 
which compofition in medicine had 
at one time proceeded. 


MITHRIDATIUM, five CON- 
FECTIO DAMOCRATIS. 
Mithridates or the confection of De- 
Mocrates. 
Take of 
Cinnamon, fourteen drams: 
Myrrh, eleven drams ;. 
Agaric, 
Indian nard, 
Ginger, 
Saffron, 
Seeds of mithridate muftard, 
Frankincenfe, 
Chio turpentine, each ten drams ; 
Camels hay, 
Coftus, or in its ftead zedoary, 
Indian leaf, or in its ftéad mace, 
Stechas, 
Long pepper, 
Hartwort feeds, 
Hy pociftis, 
Storax ftrained, 
Opoponax, 
Galbanum ftrained, 
Opobalfam, or in its ftead ex- © 
prefled oil of nutmegs, 
Ruflia caftor each one ounce ; 
Poley mountain, 
Scordiom, 3 
Carpobalfam, or in its ftead cu- 
bebs, | 
W hite pepper, 
Candy carrot feed, 
Bdellium ftrained, each feven 
drams; 
Celtic nard, 
Gentian root, 
Dittany of Crete, 
Red rofes, 2 
Macedonian parfley feed, 
Leffler cardamom feeds, hufked, 
Sweet fennel feed, ' 
Gum arabic, 
O. 
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Opium ftrained, each five drams ; 

Calamus aromaticus, 

Wild valerian root, 

Anifeed, . 

Sapapenum , ftrained, each three 
drams ; 

Meum athamanticum, 

St John’ S wort, 

Acacia, or in its ftead terra Japo- 
nica, 

Bellies of fkinks, each twodrams 
and a half; 

Clarified honey, thrice the weight 
of all the other ingredients. 

Warm the honey, and mix with it 
the opium diffolved in wine: mele 
the ftorax, galbanum, turpentine, 
and opobalfam (or exprefled oil 
of nutmegs) together in another 
veflel, continually ftirring them 
abont to prevent their burning ; 
with thefe fo melted, mix the hot 
honey, at firft by fpoonfuls, and 
afterwards in larger quantities at 
atime; whenthe whole isgrown 
almoft cold, add by degrees the 
other fpecies reduced into pow- 
der. 


THERIACA ANDROMA- 
CHI 


Theriaca of Andromachus, or Venice 
treacle. 
Take of 

Troches of fquills, half a Pie 

Long pepper, 

Opium, ftrained, 

Vipers, dried, cach threeounces; 

Cinnamon, 

Opobalfam, or in its ftead ex- 
preffed oil of nutmegs, each 
two OUnces ; 

Agaric, 

Florence oris root, 

Scordinm, 

Red rofes, 

Navew feed: 

Extract of Jiquorice, 
outtce and a half; 

Indian nard, 


each an 


Confections. 


Saffron, 
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Amomum, 

Myrrh, 

Coftas, or if its {lead zedoary, 
Camel’s hay, each one ounce; 
Cinguefoil root, 


Rhubarb, P 
Ginger, : 
Indian leaf, or in its ftead mace, 
Dittany of Crete, 


Horehound leaves, 
Calamint leaves, 
Stechas, 
Black pepper, 
Macedonian parfley feed, 
Olibanum, 
Ohio turpentine, 
Wild valerian root, 
drams ;_ 
Gentian root, ‘ 
Celtic nard, : 
Spignel, 
Poley mountain 
St John’s wort — 
Groundpine 
Germander tops, with the fea; 
Carpobalfam, or in its flead cue 
bebs, a 
Anifeed,. 
Sweet fehnel feed, 
Leffler cardamom feeds, hufked, 
Bithops-weed 
Hartwort 
Treacle mnftard 
Ty pociftis, a 
Acacia, or in its ftead japan 
earth, 4 
Gum arabic, 
Storax, ftrained, 
Sagapenum, ftrained, 
Terra Lemnia, or in its flead ota 
_arnienic, or French bole, 
Green vitriol calcined, each at | 
ai Once y= 3 
Small (or in its ftead) the tong) 1 
birthwort root, 
Lefer centaury tops, A 4 
Candy carrot feed, 
Opopanax, 
Galbanum, ftrained, 


each 


leave Sy 








feeds, ; 
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Ruffia caftor, 

Jews pitch, or in its 
amber, prepared; 

Calamus aromaticus, each two 
drains ; 

Clarified honey, thrice the weight 
of all the other ingredients. 

Let thefe ingredients be mixed to- 

gether, after the fame manner as 

directed in making the mithri- 

date. ms 


ftead white 


Tuess celebrated electuaries are 
often mentioned by medical wri- 
ters, and may ferve as examples of 
the wild exaberance of compofi- 
tion which the fuperftition of for- 
mer ages brought into vogue. The 
theriaca is a reformation of mithri- 
date, made by Andromachus phyfi- 
cian to Nero: the mithridate itfelf 
is faid to have been found in the ca- 


 binet of Mithridates king of Pon- 


tus. The firft publifhers of this 
pompous arcanum were very extra- 
vagant in their commendations of 
its virtues; the principal of which 
was made to confift in its being a 
moft powerful prefervative againft 
all kinds of venom; whoever took 
a proper quantity ina morning, was 


_ enfured from being poifoned during 
that whole day: this was confirmed 
_ by the example of its fuppofed in- 


ventor, who, as Celfus informs us, 
was by its conftant ufe fo fortified 
againft the commonly reputed poi- 
fons, that none of them would have 
any effect upon him when he want- 
ed their affiftance. But the notions 


as . . 2 ; 
of poifons which prevailed in thofe 
- yuder ages were manifeftly errone- 


cous. Before experience had furnith- 


-edmankind with acompetent know- 


; 


~ ledge of the powers of fimples, they 


were under perpetual alarms from 
an apprehenfion of poifons, and bu- 
fied themfelvesin contriving compo- 
Gitions which fhonld counteract their 
effects, accumulating together all 


\ 
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thofe fubftances which they imagin- 
ed tobe poffefled of any degree of 
alexipharmac power. 
ceed the voluminous antidotes which 
we. meet with in the writings of the 
ancient phylficians: yetit does not 
appear that they were acquainted 
with any real poifon, except the ci- 
cuta, aconitum, and bites of veno- 
mous beafts; and to thefe they 
knew of no antidote whatever. Even 
admitting the reality of the poifons, 
and the efficacy of the feveral anti- 
dotes feparately, the compofitions 
could no more anfwer the purpofes 
expected from them, than the accu- 
mulating of all.the medicinalfimples 
into one form could make a remedy 
againft all difeafes. | 

Yet, notwithftanding the abfurdi- 
ty in the original intention of thefe 
medicines, and their enormity in 
point of compofition, as they contain 
feveral powerful materials, whofe 
virtues, tho’ greatly prejudiced, yet 


are not deftroyed, by their multipli- ~ 


city and contrariety, the compounds 
have been found, from repeated ex- 
perience, to produce very cofider- 
able effects, as warm opiate diapho- 
retics. 

Thefe compofitions might with- 
out doubt be lopt of numerous fu- 
perfluities, without any diminution 
of their virtues; yetas the effects of 
them, in their prefent form, are fo 
well known, fo much regard. has 
been paid to ancient authority, as 
not to attempt a reformation of that 
kind. Altho’ thefe forms were origi- 
nally complex, yet fubfequent addi- 
tions had crept into them. Neither 
the defcription in verfe of the elder 
Andromachus, northe profeexplana- 
tion of the younger,make any men- 
tion of the white pepper afterwards 
added tothe theriaca; and theorris 
root, in the mithridate of our for- 
mer pharmacopoeias, is alfo a fuper- 
numerary ingredient, not warranted 


by 


_ Hence pro-- 


j 
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by the original : thefe threfore are 
rejected. Nor is the afarum in the 
mithridate grounded on any good 
authority: the verfe iristaken from, 
is mutilated and corrupts and the 
word which fome, upon conjecture 
only, fuppofe to have been afarum, 
others, alfo upon conjecture, choofe 
to read differently : till fome emen- 
dation fhall be better founded than 
merely upon critical gueifes, this 
fingle fpecies may be fafely pafled 
over without any prejudice to the 
medicine. None of the ancient de- 
{criptions afford any other light in 
this particular ; for they either o- 
mitthis ingredient, and others alfo, 
or abound with additions. 

Another innovationon both thefe 
medicines alfo took place. In each of 
thefe compofitions were found both 
cinnamon and caflialignea ; and itis 
very evident, from feveral parts of 
Galen’s works, that the latter wasu- 
fed by the ancients only upon ac- 
count of the great difficulty of pro- 
curing the other; fo that to retain 
the caflia, now that cinnamon is fo 
common, is a blind following of 
thefe writers, without any attention 
to their meaning : the caffia there- 
fore is now rejected, and half the 
quantity of cinnamon put inits room; 
which is the proportion that Galen 
directs to be obferved in fubftituting 
the one for the other. It is proba- 
ble, that the cafe is the fame with 
regard to the Celtic and the Indian 
nard; that the firft had a place in 
thefe compofitions, on account of 
the difficulty of procuring the Indi- 
an: for Galen exprefsly prefers 
the latter. : 

There is a material error in re- 
gard to the theriaca, which has 
pafled through feveral editions of 
our Pharmacopoeia: this is, the 
fobftituting Roman vitriol to the 
ancient chalcitis, now not certain- 
ly known ; and, in the catalogue 
ef fimples defcribing the Roman 

I 
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to be a blue vitriol ; whereas the I- 
talian writers are unanimous itis a 
green vitriol ; and were it not, it 
would not anfwer tothe effects of 
the chalcitis, which was certainly 
a chalybeate, and gives the me- 
dicine its black colour. What has 
chiefly occafioned chalcitis to be 
f{uppofed a cupreous vitriol, feems to 
be its name, derived from yaaxcs, 
copper: but it is to be obferved, 
that all vitriols were formerly ima- 
gined to proceed from copper, and 
were namedaccordingly: the green 
or martial vitriols are {till called 
by the Germans kup/ffer-waffer, 
and by us coperas. It is proba- 
ble, that the ancient chalcitis was 
no other than a native martial vi- 
triol, calcined by the heat of thofe 
warm climates to a degree of yel- 
lowifh red or coppery colour : and 
therefore the common green vitri- 
ol, thus calcined by art, very pro- 
perly fupplies its place. 

The preparation of thefe medi- 
cines has been fomewhat facili- 
tated by omitting the trochi/cé 
cypheos ufed in the mithridate, 
and the hedychroi and viperini for 
the theriaca ; and inferting their 
ingredients, after Zwe/fer’s man- _ 
ner, in the compofitions they are ~ 
intended for.’ This is’ done in] | 
the theriaca very commodioutly ; 
the ingredients in thefe troches 
uniting with thofe in the theria- 
ca itfelf into unbroken numbers: 
But to render the numbers equal- 
ly fimple in the mithridate, it was 
neceflary to retrench a few odd 
grains from fome of the articles, 
and make a {mall addition to fome 
others. The proportions of the in- 
gredients in the trochifci cypheos 
are adjufted from the original de- 
{cription in Galen; the numbers 


in our former pharmacopoeia being — 


very erroneous. 
Both the London and Edinburgh = 
colleges yenturedatlength todifcard . _ 
| thele. @ 
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thefe venerable reliques. The 
Edinburgh college ac firtt fubftim- 
ted in their room an elegant and 
fimple form, equivalenttothem both 
in efficacy, under the title of The- 
riaca Edinenfis, Edinburgh Theria- 
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ca. In }atter editions, however, they 
have entirely banifhed the name of 
theriaca from their book, and have 
putin its place the more elegant 
compofition already mentioned, the 
Ele&tuarium Thebaicum. 


XXX. 


AQUE MEDICAT SE. 


* 


MEDICATED. .WATERS. 


E have already taken notice 
of many articles which are 
either diffolved in water or commu- 
nicate their virtues toit. And in 
one fenfe of the word, thefe may be 
: called sedicated waters. Sometimes 
this impregnation is effeed by the 
aid of heat, fometimes without it: 
and thus are formed decoétions, in- 
-fafions, and the like. But among 
““thofe articles referred to in this 
chapter, ‘there takes place mere 
watery folution only, and they are 
ufed folely with the intention of ac- 
ting topically in the way of lotion, 
injection, or at the utmoft of gar- 
_garifm. | 


AQUA ALUMINIS COMPO- 
SITA: 
. be OW2 
Compound alum-water. 


Take of . 
Alum, . 
Vitriolated zinc, of each half an 


\ 


Ounce 5 


Boiling diftilled water, two pints. 
Pour the water on the falts ina 
glafs veffel, and ftrain. 


Tris water was lone known in 
our fhops under the title of 4qgua a- 
luminofa Bateana. 

Bates directed the falts to be firft 
powdered and melted over the fire ; 
but thisisneedlefs trouble, fince the 
melting only evaporates the aqueous 
parts, which are reftored again on 
the addition of the water. This li- 
quor is ufed for cleanfing and heal- 
ing ulcers and wounds ; and for re- 
moving cutaneous eruptions, the 


part being bathed with it hot three 


or four times a-day. Iris fometimes 
likewife employed asa collyrium ; 
and as an injection in the gonorr- 
hoea and fluor albus, when not ac- 
companied with virulence. 


AQUA 
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AQUA STYPTICA., 
Edinb. 
Styptic water. 

Take of 
Blue vitriol, 

Alum, each three ounces ; 
Water, two pounds. 

Boil them until the falts be diffol- 
ved; then filtre the liquor, and 
add one ounce and a half of vi- 
triolic acid. 


Turis water, though made with 
the blue in place of the white vitriol, 
cannot beconfidered as differing ve- 
ry much from the former. It is 
formed upon the ftyptic, recom- 
mended by Sydenham, for {topping 
bleeding at the nefe, and other ex- 
ternal heemorrhagies: for this pur- 
pofe cloths or doflils are to be dipt in 
ihe liquor, and applied to the part. 


AQUA CUPRI AMMONIATI. 
Lond. 
Water of ammoniated copper. 
Take of 
-Lime-water, one pint ; 
Sal ammoniac, one dram. 
Let them ftand together, in a cop- 
per veffel, till the ammonia be 
faturated. 


AQUA SAPHARINA, 
Edinb. 
Sapphire coloured water, | 
Take of 
Lime-water, newly made, eight 
ounces ; 

Sal ammoniac, two fcruples ; 
Verdegris, beat, four grains. 
Mix them, and after twenty-four 

hours {train the liquor. 


. Turs is a much more elegant 
4 3 . 

and convenient method than the 
preceding. 

This water is. at prefent pretty 
much in ufe as a detergent of foul 
and obftinate ulcers, and for. taking 
away {pecks or films im the eyes. 


Medicated Waters. 


Re 
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‘The copper contributes more to its 
colour than to its medicinal effica- 


cy; for the quantity of the metal. 


diffolved is extremely fmall. 


AQUA LITHARGYRI ACE- 
TATI COMPOSITA. 
end. 
Compound water of acetated li- 
tharge. 
Take of 
Acetated water of litharge, two 
drams.; 
Diftilled water, two pints ; 
Proof-fpirit of wine, two drams, 
Mix the fpirit of wine with the ace- 
tated waterof litharge; then add 
the diftilled water. 


Turs liquor is of thefame nature 
with folutions of /accharum faturni, 


and is analogous te the Vegeto-mi- - 


neral water of Mr Goulard. It is 


only ufed externally, as a cofmetic 


againit cutaneous eruptions, rednefs, 
inflammation, &c. But even here, 
it is alleged that it is not altogether 
void of danger; and that there are 
examples of its continued employ- 
ment having occafioned fundry ill 
confequences. But at the fame time 


the very frequent ufe that is made 
of it with perfe& impunity, would 


Jead us to couclude, that in thefe 
obfervations there muft be fome 
miftake. 


AQUA ZINCI VITRIOLATI ° 
CUM CAMPHORA. 
Lond. 

Water of: vitriolated zine with 
camphor. 

Take of 


Vitriolated zinc, half an ounces 


Camphorated fpirit,halfanounce; 


Boiling water, two pints. 
Mix, and filter through paper. 


Tats is.an improved method of 
forming the Aqua vitriolica campho- 
rata of the former editions of the 


-Lon- 
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London pharmacopoeia. It is ufed 
externally as a lotion for fome ul- 
cers, particularly thofe in which it 
is neceflary to reftrain a great dif- 
charge. It is alfo not unfrequently 
employed as a collyrium in fome ca- 
fes of opthalmia, where a large dif- 
, charge of watery fluid takes place 
from the eyes with but little inflam- 
mation. Bat when itis to be ap- 

lied to this tender organ, it ought 
at firft, at leaft, to be diluted by the 
addition of more water. 


VITRIOLICA. 
Edinb. 
Vitriolic water. 


AQUA 
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Take of : 
White vitriol, fixteen grains ; 
Water, eight ounces ; 
Weak vitriolic acid, fixteen drops. 
Diffolve the vitriol in the water, 
and then adding the acid, ftrain 
through paper. 


WHERE the eyes are watery or 
inflamed, this folution of white vi- 
triol is a very ufeful application : 
the flighter inflammations will fre- 
quently yield to this medicine, 
without any other affiftance : in the 
more violent ones, venzefection and 
reek are to be premifed to its 
ufe. 
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LastTers are compofed chiefly 
Pp of oily and unQuous fubftan- 
ces, united with powders into fuch 
a confiltence, that the compound 
may remain firm in the cold without 
fticking to the fingers ; that it may 
be foft and pliable in a low degree 
of heat, and that by the warmth 
of the human body it be fo tena- 
cious as readily to adhere both to 
thé part on which it is applied, 
and to the fubftance on which it is 
fpread. 


\ 
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There is, however, a difference 
in the confiftence of plafters,accord- 
ing to the purpofes they are to be ap- 
plied to: Thus, fuch as are intend- 
ed for the breaft and ftomach fhould 
be very foft and. yielding ; whilft 


thofe defigned for the limbs are» 


made firmer and more adhefive. An 


ounce of expreffed oil, an ounce of. 


yellow wax, and half an ounce of 
any proper powder, will make a 
platter of the firft confiftence ; fora 
hard one, an ounce more of wax, 

and 










Hapiigia..' 
and half an ounce more of powder 
may be added. Plafters may like- 
nvite be made of refins, gummy-re- 
lfins, &c. without wax, efpecially in 
jextemporaneous prefcription: for 
ficina!s, thefe compofitions are lefs 
jproper, as they foon grow too foft 
tin keeping, and fall flat in a warm 
air. 

It has been fuppofed, that pla- 
a might be impregnated with the 
Apecific virtues of different vege- 
tables, by boiling the recent vege- 
table with the oil employed for the 
compofition of the platter. The coc- 
ition was continued ull the herb was 
almoft crifp, with care to prevent 
the matter from contracting a black 
jcolour: after which the liquid was 
trained off, and fet on the fire 
again, till all the aqueous moifture 
had exhaled. We have already ob- 
ferved, that this treatment does not 
communicate to the oils any very 
valuable qualities even when to be 
ufed in a Auid ftate: much lefs can 
platters, made with fuch oils re- 
ceive any confiderable eflicacy from 
the herbs. 

 Calces of lead, beiled with oils, 
unite with them into a plafter of an 
excellent confiftence, and which 
makes a proper bafis for feveral o- 
ther platters. 

Inthe boiling of thefe compofi- 
tions, a quantity of water muit.be 
added, to prevent the platter from 
burning and growing black. Such 
water, as it may beneceflary to add 
during the boiling, muft be previ- 
oufly made hot; for cold liquor 
would not only prolong the proceds, 
but likewife occafion the matter to 
explode, and be thrown about with 
violence, to the great danger of the 
operator: this accident will equally 
happen upon the addition of hot 
water, if the plafter be extremely. 
hot. 


Plofiers: 
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EMPLASTRUM AMMONIACI 
CUM HYDRARGYRO. 
Lond. 

Ammoniacum plafier with quicke 
filver. 

Take of 
Strained ammoniacum,one pound; 
Purified quicklilver, three oun- 

CEs ; 
Sulphurated oil, one dram, or 
what is fufficient. 

Rub the quickfilver with the ful- 
phurated oil until the globules — 
dilappear; then add, by a little 
ata time, the melted ammonia- 
cum, and mix them. 


Tuis is a very well contrived 
mercurial plafter. The ammonias 
cum in general affords a good bafis 
for the application of the mercury. 
In fome cafes, however, it is not 
fufficiently adhefive. But this in- 
convenience, when it does occur, 
may be readily remedied by the ad- 
dition of a fmall quantity of tur- 
pentine. ee 


EMPLASTRUM CANTHARI- 
DIS. 
3 Lond. 
Plafier of Spanifh flies. 
Take of | 
Spanith flies, one pound ; 
Platter of wax, two pounds ; 
_ Prepared hog’ slard, halfa pound, 
Having melted the plafter an@ lard, © 
a little before they coagulate, 
fprinkle in the flies, reduced to a 
very fine powder. 


EMPLASTRUM VESICATO- 
RIUM. 


Edinb. 
Biiflering pile or Epifpaflic 
pla eC” 6 
Take of 

Hog’s lard, 

Yellow wax, 

White refin, 
Pp Can- 


594 
Cantharides, each! equal weights. 

Beat the cantharides into a fine 
powder, and add them to the o- 
ther ingredients, previonfly melt- 
ed, and removed from the fire. 


Botu thefe formule are very 
well fuited to anfwer the intention 
in view, that of exciting blifters ; 


for both are of a proper confiftence. 


and fufficient degree of tenacity, 
which are here the only requifites. 
Cantharides of good quality, duly 
_applied to the fkin, never fail of 
producing blifters. When, there- 
fore, the defired effect does not take 
place, it is to*be afcribed to the 
flies either being faulty at firft, or 
having their activity afterwards de- 
ftroyed by fome accidental circum- 
ftance; fuch as too great heat in 
forming, in {fpreading the plafter, or 
the like. And when due attention 
is paid to thefe particulars, the fim- 
ple compofitions now introduced 
-anfwer the purpofe better than thofe 
compound platters with muftard- 
feed, black pepper, vinegar, verde- 
gris, and the like, which had for- 
merly a place in our pharmacopoeias. 
It is not however improbable, that 
the pain of bliftering-plafters might 
be confiderably diminifhed by the 
addition of a proportion of opium, 
without preventing the good effects 
otlveugife to be drived from them. 


EMPLASTRUM CER, 
Loud. 
| Wax-plafler. 
Take of 
Yellow-wax, | 
Prepared mutton-fuet, of each 
three pounds ; 
Yellow refin, one pound. 
~ Melt them together, and ftrain the 
mixture whilft it is fluid. 


EMPLASTRUM CEREUM. 


Edinb. 
Wax-plafier. 


N 
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Takeiof .y 
Yellow wax, three parts; 
White refin, 
Matton-fuet, each two parts. 
Melt them together into a plafter ; 
which fupplies the place of meli- 
lot plafter. | 


Tuts plafter had formerly the 
title of Emplaftrum attrahens, and 
was chiefly employed as a drefling 
after blifters, to fupport fome dif- 
charge. 

It is a very well contrived plafter 
for that purpofe. It is calculated 
to f{upply the place of melilot pla- 
fter; whofe great irritation, wher 
employed for the drefling of blifters, 
has been continually complained of. 
This was owing to the large quan- 
ty of refin contained in it, which 
is here on that account retrenched. 
It would feem that, when defigned 
only for drefling blifters, the refin- 
ought to be entirely omitted, unlefs 
where a continuance of the pain and 
irritation, excited by the veficatory, 
isrequired. Indeed plafters of any 
kind are not very proper for this 
purpofe: their confiftence makes 
them fit uneafy,and their adhefive- 
nefs renders the taking them off 
painful. Cerates, which are fofter 
and lefs adhefive, appearmuch more 
eligible: the Ceratum fpermatis 
cati will ferve for general ufe; and 
for fome particular purpofes, the 
Ceratm refine flave may be ap- 
plied. | | 


EMPLASTRUM CUMINI. 
Lond. 
Cummin-plaffer. 
Take of 
The feeds of cummin, 
, — caraway, 
Bay-berries, of each three oun-_ 
CES ; 
Boreundy pitch, three pounds; 
Yellow wax, three ounces. 
Mix,withthe melted pitch and wax, 
| the 











the reft of the ingredients, pow- 
dered, and make a plafter. 


- Tuts plafter ftands recommend- 
.d as a moderately warm difcutient ; 
nd is directed by fome to be ap- 
lied to the hypogaftric region, for 
trengthening the vifcera, and ex- 
elling flatulencies: but it is a mat- 
er of great doubt, whether it de- 
ves any virtue either from the ar- 
icle from which it is named, or 
rom the caraway or bay-berries 
yhich enter its compofition. 


[-MPLASTRUM FOETIDUM, 
valgo ANTIHYSTERICUM, 

| Edinb. 

‘etid, commonly called 4ntihyfre- 
: ric plafler. 

Cake of 

| Common plafter. 

_ Afafoetida, ftrained, each two 
9 parts 

_ yellow wax. 

Strained galbanum, each one 
| . pare. 


and make them intoa plafter. 


Tuts plafter is applied tothe 
mbilical region, or over the whole 
bdomen, in hyfteric cafes; and 
pmetimes with good effet; but 
robably more from its effect as 

ving an additional degree of heat 
» the part, than from any influence 
erived from the fetid gums. It has 
adeed been alleged, that from the 
pplication of this plafter to the ab- 
men, the tafte of afafoetida can be 






hd it is not improbable, that fome 
forption of its ative parts may 
ike place by the lymphatic veffels 
F the furface; while, at the fame 


me,the afafoetida thus applied muft | 


pnftantly, in fome degree, act on 
Le nerves ofthe nofe. But,in both 


jefe ways, its influence can be in- 


infiderable only ; and much mere 
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effect may be obtained froma very 
{niall quantiry taken internally. And 
we are upon the whole inclined to 
think that the addition of the fetid 
gums to the common platter is here 
more difagreeable than wfeful. 


EMPLASTRUM LADANI. 
Loud. ; 
Ladanum-plafter. 
Take of 
_ Ladanum, three ounces ; 
Frankincenfe, one ounce; 
Cinnamon, powdered, 
Expreffed oil, called oil of mace, 
of each half an ounce ; 
Effential oil, of fpearmint, one 
dram. 3 
Tothe melted frankincenfe add firft 
the ladanum, foftened by heat ; 
then the oilof mace. Mix thefe 
afterwards with the cinnamon and 
oil of mint, and beat them toge- 
ther ina warm mortar, into 2 
platter. Let it be kept ina clofe 
veifel. : | ) 


Tuts has been confidered as a 
very elegant flomach patter. It is 
contrived fo as to be eafily made oc- 


cafionally (for thefe kindsof com . 


pofitions, on account of their vola- 
tileingredients, are not fit for keep- 
ing), and to be but moderately ad- 
hefive, fo as not to offend the fkin, 
and that it may without difficulty 
be frequently taken off and renew- 
ed; which thefe forts of applicati- 
ons, in order totheir producing any 
confiderable effeGt, require to’ be. 
But after all, it probably ats more 
from the mere’ covering which it 
gives to the ftomach, than from any 


of the articles abounding with ef- 


fential oil which it contains. 


EMPLASTRUM LITHAR- 
GYRI. 
Lond. 
Litharge-plafter. 
Pp2 Take 


i 
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Take of | : 
Litharge, invery fine powder, 

five pounds. 
Olive-oil, a gallon. 

Boil them with a flow fire, in about 
two pints of water, conftantly 
{tirring until the oil and litharge 
unite, and have theconfiftence of 
a platter. 


water that was firft added be 
nearly confumed before the end 
of the procefs. 


EMPLASTRUM COMMUNE. 


Edinb. 
3 Common plafter. 

Take of 

Oil olive, two parts ; 
Litharge, one part. 

- Boil them, adding water, and con- 
{tantly ftirring the mixture ull 
the oil and litharge be forme 
into a plafter. 


Tre heat in the proceffes fhould 
be gentle, and the matter kept con- 
tinually ftirring, otherwife it fwells 
up, and is apt to run over the veffel. 
If the compofition proves difcolour- 
ed, the addition of a little white lead 
and oil will improve the colour. 

_ Thefe plafters,iwhich have long 
been known underthe name of Di- 
achylon, are the common application 
in excoriations of the fkin, flight 
fiefh wounds, and the like. They 
keep the part foft, and-fomewhat 
warm, and defend it from the air, 
which is all that can be expected 
in thefe cafes from any plafter. Some 
of our induftrious medicine-makers 
have thought thefe purpofes might 
be anfwered by a cheaper compofi- 
tion, and accordingly have added 
a large quantity of common whiting 
and hogs-lard : this, however, is by 
no means allowable, not only as it 
does not ftick fo well, but likewife 


as the lard is apt to grow rancid | 


\ 


Bot it will be proper - 
_-to add more boiling water, if the © 
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and acrimonious. ' The counterfeit 
is diftinguifhable by the eye. 


EMPLASTRUM LITHAR- 
GYRI CUM GUMML.. 
Lond. 
Litharge-plafter with gum. 
Take of , | 2 
Litharge-plafter, three pounds ; 
Sirained galbanuim, eight oun- | 
ces; + | 
Turpentine, ten drams ; 
Frankincenfe, three ounces. 
The galbanum and turpentine being 
melted with a flow fire, mix with 
them the powdered frankincenfe, 
and afterwards the litharge-pla- 
{ter, melted alfowith a very flow: 
fire, and make a platter. 


EMPLASTRUM GUMMO- 

SUM. 

Edinb. 

Gum-plafter. 

Take of is : 
Common plafter, eight parts ; 
Gum ammoniacum, ftrained, 
<r as _ Reet 
Yellow wax, each one part. | 

Make them into a plafter according 
to art. - 


Both thefe plafters are ufed as 
digeftives and fuppuratives ; parti- 
cularly in abfceffes, after a part of 
the matter has been maturated and 
difcharged, for fuppurating or dif- 
cuffing the remaining hard part; 
but itis very doubtful whether they 
derive any advantage from the gums 
entering their compofition. 


EMPLASTRUM LITHAR- 

GYRI CUM HYDRAR- 
GYRO. 
honda? 

Litharge-plafter with quick (ilver. 

Take of 
Litharge-plafter, one pound ; 
Purified quickfilver, three oun. 
ces; 
Sul-. 
\ a 
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Sulphurated oil, one dram, or 
what isfufficient. | 
Make the plafter in the fame man- 
ner as the ammoniacum-plafter 


with quickfilver. 
i 


| 


EMPLASTRUM e HYDRAR- 
GYRO, five COERULEUM. 
Edinb. 

Mercurial, or blue plafter. 

Take of » 
Olive oil, 
White refin, each one part ; 
Quikfilver, three parts; 
Common plafter, fix parts. 


Let the quickfilver be ground with 


the oil and refin, melted toge- 
ther, and thencooled till the glo- 
bules difappear ; then add by de- 
grees the common plafter, melt- 

_ ed, and let the whole be accurate- 
ly mixed. 


TueEseE mercurial plafters are 
looked on as powerful refolvents 
and difcutients, acting with much 
greater certainty with thefe inten- 
tions than any compolition of vege- 
table fubftances alone; the mercu- 
ry exerting itfelf in a confiderable 
degree, and being fometimes intro- 
duced into the habit in fuch quanti- 
ty as to affect the mouth. Pains in 
the joints and limbs from a venere- 
al caufe, nodes, tophi, and begin- 
ning indurations of the glands, are 
faid fometimes to yield to them. 


EMPLASTRUM LITHAR- 
GYRI CUM RESINA. 
Lond. 

Litharge plafler with refin. 

Take of 
Litharge-plafter, three pounds ; 
Yellow refin, half a pound. 
Mix the powdered refin with the li- 
 tharge-plafter, melted with a ve- 
ry flow fire, and make a plafter. 
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EMPLASTRUM ADHASI- 
VUM. 

: Edinb. 
Sticking-plafter. 
Take of 
Common plafter, five parts ; 
- White refin, one part. 
Melt them together, fo as to make 
a plafter. — : 


THese plafters are ufed chiefly 
as adhefives for keeping on other 
dreflings, &c. 


EMPLASTRUM PICIS BUR- 
GUNDICA:. 

: Lond. oa 
Plafler of Burgundy Pitch. 
Take of eee : 

Burgundy pitch, two pounds ; 

Ladanum, one pound ; 

Yellow refin, 

Yellow wax, of each four ounces ; 

The expreffed oi],commonly cal- 

led the oil of mace, one ounce. 

Tothe pitch, refin, and wax, melt- 

ed together, add firft the, lada- 

num, and then the oil of mace. — 


Tuis. plafter was at one time 
much celebrated under the title of 


Emplaftrum cephalicum, the name 


which it formerly held in our phar- 
macopocias. It was applied in weak- 
nefs or pains of the head, to the 
temples, forehead, &c. and fome- 
Schulze 
relates, that an inveterate rheuma- 
tifm in the temples, which at times 
extended to the teeth, and occafion- 
ed intolerable pain, was c€apletely 
cured in two days by a plafter of 
this kind (with the addition of a 
little opium) applied to the part, 
after many other remedies hadbeen 
tried in vain. He adds, that a large 
quantity of liquid matter exuded 
under the plafter in drops, which 


were fo acrid as to corrode the cu- 


ticle : but it is probable, that this 
Fp 3 was 
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was much more the effect of the 
Burgundy pitch than of any other 
part of the compofition ; ; for when 
applied to very tender fkin, it often 
produces even vefication, and in 
moft inftances operates as a rube- 
facient or emplaftram callidum : 
and as far 4s it has any good effe& 
in headach, it is probable that its 
influence is to be explained on this 
ground. 


EMPLASTRUM SAPONIS. 
Lond. 
Soap plafter. 
Take of | 
Soap, half a pound ; 
Litharge-plafter, three pounds ; 
Mix the foap with the melted li- 
tharge-plafter, and boil them to 
the thicknefs of a plafter. 


EMPLASTRUM SAPONA- 
CEUM. | 
Edinb, 
io plafter. 
Take of 
Common plafter, four parts ;_ 
Gum plafter, two parts 5 
Caftile foap, fliced, oné part. 
To the platters, melted together, 
add the foap; then boil for a lit- 
tle, fo as to form a plafter. 


THese plafters have been fuppo- 
fed to derive a refolvent power from 
the foap; and in the laft, the ad- 
dition of the gums is fuppofed to 
promote the refolvent virtue of tle 
foap : but it is a’ matter of great 
doubt, whether they derive any 

“inaterial advantage from either ad- 
‘dition. 


EMPLASTRUM "THURIS. 
r Lond. 
rankincenfe-plafter 
Take of 6 et 
. Frankincenfe, half a pound ; 
Dragon’s blood, three ounces ; 
Litharge- -plafter, | ‘two pounds. 
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To the melted litharge-plafter add | 
the reft, powdered. 


Tus plafter had formerly in the: 
London pharmacopoeia the title of 
Emplafirumroborans, and isa refor- 
mation of the complicated and in-. 
judicious compofition deferibed in. 
former pharmacopoeias, under the: 
title of Explafirum ad herniam.. 
Though far the moft elegant and | 
fimple, it is as effectual for that pur-. 
pofe as any of the medicines of this | 
kind. If conftantly worn with a. 
proper bandage, it will, in children, 
frequently do fervice ; though, per- 
haps, not fo much from any ftrength- 
ening quality of the ingredients, as | 


‘from its being a foft, clofe, and ad- 


hefive covering. It has been fup- 
pofed that plafters compofed of’ 
ftyptic medicines conftringe and 
ftrengthen the part to which they 
are applied, bat on no very juft: 
foundation ; for plafters in general . 
relax rather thanaftringe,theunctu- | 


‘ous ingredients neceffary in rheir 


fwoying Wiese of the and de- 
ftroying the effe& of the others. 


EMPLASTRUM DEFENSI- 
VUM, five ROBORANS. 
Edinb. 

Defenfive, or Strengthening pliahtr, 

Take of 
Common platter, 
parts ; 
White refin, fix parts ; 
Yellow wax, 
Oil olive, edch three parts ; 
Colcothar of vitriol, eight parts. 
Grind the colcorhar with the oil, 
and then add it to the other in- 
gredients wlien they are melted. 


twenty-four 


‘Tars plafter is laidround the lips 
of wounds and ulcers over the other 
dreflings, for defending them from 
inflammation and a fluxion of hu- 
mours; which, however, as Mr 
Sharp very juftly —— plafters, 

on 


Chap. 31. 


on account of their confiftence, tend 
rather to bring on than to prevent. 
‘It is alfo ufed in weakneffes of the 
large mufcles, as of the loins ; and 
its effects feem to proceed from the 
artificial mechanical fupport given 
tothe part; which may alfo be done 
by any other plafter which adheres 
with equal firmnefs. 


EMPLASTRUM de BELLA- 
DONNA. 
SSS ol OLN 5 
Deadly night-fhade plafter. 
Take of. 
The juice of the recent herb of 
belladona, 
Linfeed oil, each nine ounces ; 
Yellow wax, fix ounces ; 
Venice turpentine, fix drams; 
Powder of the herb of belladona, 
two ounces. 
Let them be formed into a plafter 
according to art. 


TueErecan be no doubt, that the 
belladona, externally applied, has 
a very powerful influence, both on 
the nerves and blood-veffels of the 
part; andthus it has very confi- 
derable effe@ both on the circula- 
tion and ftate of fenfibility of the 
part; and when applied under the 
form of this plafter, efpecially inaf- 
fections of the mamme and {crotum, 
it has been faid to have vely pow- 
erful influence in alleviating pain, 

in difcufling tumours, and in pro- 
moting a favourable fuppuration. It 
has however been but little employ- 
ed in this country ; and we can fay 
nothing of it from our own experi- 
ence. 


EMPLASTRUM ad CLAVOS 
PEDUM. 
Dan. 
Plafter for corns in the feet. 
Take of — i 
Galbanum, diffolyed in vinegar, 
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and again infpiffated, one 
ounce ; 

Pitch, haif an ounce ; 
Diachylon, or common plafter, 
two drams. 
Let them be melted together; and 
then mix with them, 
Verdigris, powdered, 
Sal ammoniac, each one {cruple ; 
And make them into a plafter. 


Or this plafter, as wellas the for- 
mer, we can fay nothing from our 
own experience. It has been cele- 
brated for the removal of corns, and 
for alleviating that pain which they 
occafion ; and it is not improbable 


_ that it fometimes may have a good 


effeG& from the corrofive articles 
which it contains; but in other 
cafes, from this very circumftance, 
it may tend to aggravate the pain, 
particularly in the firft inftance. 


EMPLASTRUM e CONIO. 
Suec. 
_Hemlock-plafter. 
Take of 3 
Yellow wax, half a pound; 
Oil olive, four ounces ; 
Gum ammioniacum,half anounce; 
After they are melted together, mix 
with them, : 
Powdered herb of hemlock, half 


an ounce. 


Tutiscorrefponds very nearly with 


the Emplaftrum de cicuta cum am- 
nioniaco, which had formerly a place 
in our pharmacopoeias, and was fup- 
pofed.to be a powerful cooler and 
difcutient, and to be particularly 
ferviceable againft fwellings of the 
fpleen and diftentions of the hypo- 
For fome time paft, it 
has been among us entirely neglect- 
ed; but the high refolvent power 
which Dr Stoerk has difcovered in 
hemlock, and which he found it to 


exert in this as well as in other © 
forms — 


Pp 4 
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forms, intitle it to further trials. 
The plafter appears very well con- 
trived, and the additional ingredi- 
ents well chofen for aflfifting the ef- 
ficacy of the hemlock. 


EMPLASTRUM CORROSI- 
VUM.. 

Gen. 
Gorrofive-plafter. 
Takewt: 

Corrofive fublimatemercury, half 
a dram ; 
Hog’s-lard, half an ounce; — 
Yellow wax, two drams, 
Mix them according to art. 


Taere can be no doubt that the 
. hydrargyrus muriatus here employ- 
ed is avery powerful corrofive; and 
there may be fomecafes in which it 
is preferable to other articles of the 
tribe of canftics: But this would 


feem to be a very unoeconomical 


mode of applying it, as but a very 
fmall portion of what enters the 
plafter can at; and even that por- 
tion muft have its action much re- 
ftrained by the unctuous matters 
with which it is combined. 


EMPLASTRUM e FOENU- 
GRACO, vulgo de MUCI- 
LAGINIBUS. 

Gen. 

Plafter of Fenugreek, or of Muci- 
lages. 

Take of 
Foenugreek-feed, two ounces ; 
Linfeed-oil, warm, half a pound. 

Infufe them according to art, and 
ftrain; then, 

Take of 


Yellow wax, two pounds and a 


half ; 

Gum ammoniacum, flrained, fix 
ounces; 

Turpentine, two ounces, 

Melt the gum ammoniacumn with 
the turpentine, and by degrees 
add the oil and wax, melted in 

\ 


of feirrhus and cancer. 
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another veffel, fo as to. — a 
platter. 


Turis plafter had formerly a place 
in our pharmacopoeias, but was re- 
jected: and although fill held in 
efteem by fome, it is probably of no 
great value; at leaft, it would feem 
to derive but little either from the 
foenugreek-feed, with which it is 
now made, or from the oil of muci- 
lages which formerly entered its 
com polition. 


EMPLASTRUM ex a 


AMI. 


Ae 


Succ. 
Henbane-plafter. 


This is direéted to be prepared in 
the fame manner as the empla- 
{trum e conio, or hemlock-plafter. 


From the well known fedative 
power of this plant, as affecting the 
nervous energy of the part to which 
it is applied, we might reafonably. 
conclude that good effeéts may be 
obtained from it when ufed under 
the form of plafter ; and according- 
ly it has been with advantage‘em- 
ployed in this manner, for allaying 
pain and refolving fwelling, in cafes 


EMPLASTRUM PICEUM. 
Rofs. | 

Pitch-plafter. 

Take of : 
White refin, fix ounces ; 
Ship-pitch, feven ounces ; 
Yellow wax, five ounces. 

Melt them, and form them into a 
plafter. 


Pitca, applied externally, has 
been {uppofed to act upon two prin- 
ciples, by its warmth and by its 
adhelive quality. In the former 
way it may have fome effect; butit 
has much more influence in the lat- 
ter; and particularly it has thus 

been 


Se 
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been found to produce a cure in 
‘cafes of tinea capitis. When a 
pitch plafter is applied to the affect- 
ed part of the hairy fcalp, and al- 
lowed to remain there for a few 
days, it becomes fo attached to the 
parts, that it cannot be removed 
without bringing with it the bulbs 
of the hair in which the difeafe is 
feated: and by this-means a radical 
cure is not unfrequently obtained, 
after every other remedy has been 
tried in vain. But the cure is both 
a painful one, and not without dan- 
ger, for in fome inftances, inflam- 
mations, even of an alarming nature, 

have been excited by the injury 
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thus done tothe parts. Hence this 
mode of cure is rarely had recourfe 
to till others have been tried with- 
out effect : and when it is employed, 
if the difeafe be extenfive, pru- 
dent practitioners direct its appli- 
cation only to a {mall portion at a 
time, the lize of a crown-piece or 
fo; and after one partis fully cured, 
by application to another in fuccef- 
fion, the affection may in no long 
time be completely overcome. With 
this intention it is moft common to 
employ the pitch in its pure ftate: 
but the plafter here directed, while. 
it is no lefs adhefive, is more ma- 
nageable and flexible. 





XXXII. 


GNCUENT OD tr LI RITMEN TS 


OINTMENTS anp LINIMENTS. 


INTMFNTS and_ liniments 
: differ from plafters little o- 
therwife than in confiftence. Any 
of the officinal plafters, diluted with 
fo much oil as will reduce it to the 
thicknefs of ftiff honey, forms an 
ointment: by farther increafing the 
oil, it becomes a liniment. 

In making thefe preparations, the 
Edinburgh college dire@, that fat 
and refinous fubftances are to be 
melted with a gentle heat; then to 
be conftantly ftirred, fprinkling in 
at the fametime the dry ingredients, 
if any fuch are ordered, in the form 


of a very fine powder, till the mix- — 
ture on diminifhing the heat be- 
comes ftiff. | 

It is to be underftood that the 
above general directions are meant 
to apply to each particular compo- 
fition contained in the prefent edi- 
tion of the Edinburgh Pharmaco- 
poeia. It is alfo to be obferved, that 
where any compofitions are ordered, 
as bafes or ingredients of others ; 
the College always refer to thofe 
made according to their own for- 
mula, | 


UN. 
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UNGUENTUM ADIPIS SU- 
Lond. 


Ointment of hog’s lard. 
Take of 
Prepared hog’s lard, two pounds ; 
Rofe-water, three ounces. 
_ Beatthe lard with the rofe-water un- 
til they be mixed; then melt the 
mixtore with a flow fire, and fet 
it apart that the water may fub- 
fide; after which pour off the 
lard from the water, conftantly 
ftirring until it be cold. 


In the laft edition of the London 
_ pharmacopoeia, this was ftyled Uz- 
guentum fimplex,the name given by 
the Edinburgh college to the follow- 
ing. 


UNGUENTUM SIMPLEX. 
- Edinb. 
Simple ointment. 
_ Take of 
Olive oil, five parts ; 
White wax, two parts. 


Born thefe ointments may be 
ufed for foftening the fkin and heal- 
ing chaps. The laft is, however, 
preferable, as being more fteadily 
of one uniform confiftence. For 
the fame reafon it is alfo to he pre- 
ferred as the bafis of other more 

compounded ointments. 


UNGUENTUM ex AERU- 
| GINE. 
Edinb. 
Ointment of verdevris. 
- Take of } : gio 
 Bafilicon ointment, fifteen parts ; 
Verdegris, one part. 


-‘Tuis ointment is ufed for clean- 
fing fores, and keeping down fun- 
gous flefh. Where ulcers continue 
to run from a weaknefsin the veftels 
of the part, the tonic powers of cop- 
per promife confiderable advantage. 


\ 
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Ir is alfo frequently ufed with ads 
vantage in cafes of ophthalmia, de- 
pending on {fcrophula, where the 
palpebree are principally affected ; 
but when it is to be thus applied, it 
is in general requifite that it fhould 
be fomewhat weakened by the ad- 
dition of a proportion of {imple oint- 
ment or hog’s lard. An ointment 
fimilar to the above, and celebrated 


-for the eure of fuch inftances of 


ophthalmia, has long been fold un- 
der the mame of Smellom’ seye-fatve. 


UNUEGNTUM CALCIS HY- 
DRARGYRI ALBA. 
Lond. © 
Ointment of the white calx of quick- 
filver. 
Take of 
The white calx of quickfilver, 
one dram ; 7 
Ointment of hog’slard, one ounce 
and a half, 
Mix, and make an ointment. 


Tuis is a very elegant mercurial 


ointment, and frequently made ufe 


of in the cure of obftinate cutaneous 
affections. [tis an improvement of 
the Unguentum e mercurio precipi- 
tate of the laft London pharmaco- 
poeia ; the precipitated fulphur being 
thrown out of the compofition, and 
the quantity of mercury increafed. 


UNGUENTUM e CALCE 
ZINCI. 
Edinb. — 
_ . Ointment of calx.of zine. 
Take of | 
_ Simple liniment, fix parts; 
_ Calx of zine, one part. 


Tus ointment is chiefly ufed in 
affections of the eye, particularly in 
thofe cafes where rednefs arifes ra- 
ther from relaxation than from ac- 
tive inflammation. 


“aN 


Chap. 32. 
UNGUENTUM CANTHARI- 
DIS. 

Lond. 

Ointment of the Spanifh flies. 

Take of 
Spanith flies, powdered, two oun- 

‘cess 
Diftilled water, eight ounces ; 
Ointment of yellow refin, eight 
ounces. 

Boil the water with the Spanifh 
flies to one half, and ftrain. To 
the ftrained liquor add the oint- 
ment of yellow refin. Evaporate 
this mixture in a water-bath, fa- 
turated with fea-falt, tothe thick- 
nefs of an ointment. 


UNGUENTUM. EPIJSPASTI- 
CUM ex INFUSO CAN- 
THARIDUM. 

Edinb. 

Epilpaftic ointment from infufion of 
cantharides. 

Take of 
Cantharides, 
White refin, , 
Yellow wax, each one ounce ; 
Hop’s-lard, 
Venice turpentine, each twooun- 
Ces 3 
Boiling water, four ounces. 
Infufe the cantharides in the water, 
in aclofe veifel, fora night; then 
ftrongly prefs out and ftrain the 
liquor, and boil i with the lard 
till che watery moifture be confu- 
med ; then add the refin, wax, 
and turpentine, and make the 
whole into an ointment. 


THESE ointments, containing the 
foluble parts of the cantharides, uni- 
formly blended with the other in- 
gredients, are more commodious, 
and in general occafion lefs pain, 
though not lefs effectual with its in- 
tention than the compofitions with 
the fly in fubftance. This, however, 
does not uniformly hold; and ac- 
cordingly the Edinburgh college, 
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with propriety, ftill retain an oint- 
mentcontaining the flies in fubftance. 


UNGUENTUM _ EPISPASTI. 
CUM e PULVERE CAN- 
THARIDUM. 

Edinb, 


Epifpaftic ointment, from powder — 


of cantharides. 
Take of > 
Bafilicon ointment, feven parts ; 
Powdered cantharides, one part. 


Tuis ointment is ‘employed in 
the dreflings for blifters, intended 
to be madé perpetual as they are 
called, or to be kept running for a, 
confiderable time, which in many 


chronic, and fome acute cafes, is of | 


great fervice. Particular care fhould 
be taken, that the cantharides em- 
ployed in thefe compofitions be re- 
duced into very fubtile powder, and 


that the mixtures be made as eqial 
Bot with © 


and uniferm as poflible. 
thefe precautions, there are fome 
particular habits in which this oint- 
ment operates with @ven lefs pain 


than the former, while at the fame 


time it is generally more effectual. 


UNGUENTUM CER. 
Lond. 
Wax-ointment. 
Take of 
White wax, four ounces ; 
Spermaceti, three ounces >» * 
Olive-oil, one pint. ' Us 


Stir them, after being melesd ith 


a flow fire, conftantly 
ly, until celd. 


Turs ointment had formerly the 


title of Unguentum album in the — 


London pharmacdpoeia. It differs 
very little from the Unguentum. 


fimplex of the Edinburgh pharma- 
copocia, and in nothing from the © 
Unguentum fpermatis ceeti of the © 
London pharmacopoeia, excepting — 


that in this ointment the propertion 
ef. 


and brifk- , 
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# 


4 


- UNGUENT. 


604 
of fpermaceti is fomewhat lefs. It 
is an ufeful cooling ointment for 


excoriations and other frettings of 
the fkin. 


UNGUENTUM CERUSSA 
| ACETAT A, 
Ponds * 
Ointment of acetated ceruffe. 

Take of 

- Acetated ceruffe, two drams ; 
White wax, two ounces ; 
Olive-oil, half a pint, 

Rub the acetated ceruffe, previoully 
powdered, with fome part of the 
olive-oil ; then add it to the 
wax, melted with the remaining 
oil. Stir the mixture until it be 
cold. 


SATURNINUM. 
Edin. 
Saturnine ointment. 
“Take of : 
~ Simple ointment, twenty parts ; 
Sugar of lead, one part. 


Bora thefe ointments are ufefui 
coolers and deficcatives ; much fa- 
perior both in elegance and efficacy 
to the mutritum or tripharmacum, 
at one time very much celebrated. 


UNGUENTUM e CERUSSA 
‘ vulgo ALBUM. 
Edinb, 


Ointment of ceruffe, commonly called. 


X, 


White ointment. 


— Take of 


Simple ointment, five parts ; 
-Ceruffe, one part. 


Tats ison ufeful, cooling, emol- 


lient ointment, of great fervice in 
excoriations and other fimilar fret- 
tings of the fkin. The ceruffe has 
been objedted to by fome, on a ful- 
-picion that it might produce fome ill 
effect, when applied, as thefe un- 
guents frequently are, to the tender 
bodies of children. 
Des 


tal 
~~ \ 
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does not feem to be much danger in 
this external ufe of cerufle, the ad- 
dition of itis the lefs neceffary here, 
as we have another ointment con- 
taining a more active preparation of 
the fame metal, the uxguentum fa- 
turninum jolt ‘mentioned ; which 
may be occatlionally mixed’ with 
this, or employed by itfelf, in ca+ 
fes where faturnine applications are. 
wanted. 


UNGUENTUM ELEMI. 
_ Lond, 
Ointment of elemt. 

Take of 
Elemi, one pound ; 
‘Turpentine, ten ounces ; - 
Mutton-fuer,’ prepared, 

pounds ; 
Olive-oil, two ounces. 

Melt the elemi with the fuet ; and 
having removed it from the fire, 
imix it immediately with the tur- 
pentine andoil, after which ftrain 
the mixture. 


two 


Tuts ointment, perhaps bett 

known by the name of Linimentum 
arcei, has long been in ufe for di- 
gefting, cleanfing, and incarnating; 
and for thefe purpofes is preferred 
by fome to all the other ences 
ons of this kind. 
_ Thefe, however, are much more 
procefies of nature than of art ; 
and it is much to be doubted, 
whether it has im reality ee in- 
finence. 


scl ies ky HELLEBORI 
vk (BE 
Lond. 
Ointment of white hellebore. 
Take of 
- The root of white Rohe ca 
powdered; one ounce; 
Ointment of hog’s lard, four 
ounces» : 
Effence of (cena half a {cruple. 


Though there Mix them, and make an ointment. 


WHITE 


W urte hellebore externally ap- 
plied haslong been celebrated in the 
cure of cutaneous affections ; and 
this is perhaps one of the beft for- 
mulee under whichit can be applied, 
the hog’s-lard ointment ferving as 
an excellent bafis for it, while the 
effence of lemons communicates to 
it a very agreeable {mell. 


UNGUENTUM HYDRARGY- 
RI FORTIUS. 
Lond. 
Stronger ointment of quickfilver. 
Take of 
Purified quickfilver, two pounds ; 
Hog’s lard, prepared, twenty- 
three ounces ; 
Mutton-fuet, prepared ,one ounce. 
Firftrub the quickfilver with the 
fuer andalittle of the hog’s-lard, 
until the globules difappear ; then 
add what remainsof the lard, and 
make an ointment. 


UNGUENTUM HYDRAR- 
GYRI MITIUS. 
“Send «: 

Weaker ointment of quickfilver. 

Take of 
The ftronger ointment of quick- 
_filver, one part ; 
Hog’s lard, prepared, two parts. 
Mix them. 


UNGUENTUM ex HYDRAR- 
GYRO, five CA RULEUM. 
Edinb. 
Quickfilver, or blue ointment. 
Take of oe 
Quick filver, 
Mutton fuet, each one part ; 
Hog’s-lard three parts. 
Rub them carefully in a mortar tll 
the globules entirely difappear. 


' TuIs ointment may alfo be 
made with double or treble the 
quantity of quckfilver. 
Thefe ointments are principally 
employed, not with a view to their 
3 Fi 
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topical ation, but with the inten- 
tion of introducing mercury inanac- 
tive ftate into the circulating fyftem. 
And this may be effected by gentle 
friction on the found {kin of any part, x 
particularly on the infide of the 
thighs orlegs. For this purpofe, thefe 
fimple ointments are much better 


fuited than the more compounded 


ones with turpentine and the like, 
formerly employed. For by any a- 
crid fubftance topical inflammation 
is apt tobe excited, preventing far- 


ther friction, and giving much un- 


eafinefs. To avoid this, it is necef- 
fary, even with the mildeft and 
weakeit ointment, fomewhat to 
change the place at which the fric- 
tion is performed. Bunt by thefe 
ointments properly managed, mer- 
cury may in moft inftaneces be as 
advantageonfly introduced, either 
for eradicating fyphilis, or comba- 
ting other obftinate difeafes, as un-_ 
der any form whatever. But to 
obtain thefe effets, it is requifite 
that the ointment fhouldbe prepared 





with very greatcare; foruponthe 


degree of triture which has been 
employed, the activity of ihe mex- 
cury muft entirely depend. The 
addition of the mutton-fuet, now 
adopted by both colleges, is anad- 
vantage to the ointment, asit pre- 
vents it from running into the ftate 
of oil, which the hog’s lard alone — 
in warm weather, or i a warm 
chamber is fometimes apt to do,and 
which is followed by a feparation of 
parts. We are even inclined to 
think that the proportion of fuet — 
direGted by the London collegeis 
too fmall for this purpofe, and in- — 
deed feemsto be principally intend- 
ed for more effeCtual triture of the. 
mercury : But itis much more to 
be regretted, that in a medicine of 
fuch aGtivity, thetwo colleges fhould 
not have directed the fame propor- 
tion of mercury to the fatty matter. 
For although both have directed 

oint- 
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ointments ofdifferent ftrength, nei- 
ther the weakeft nor the ftrongeft by 
nomeans agree in the proportion of 
mereury which they contain. 


UNGUENTUM HYDRAR- 
GYRI NITRATI. 
Lond. 

Ointment of nitrated guickfilver. 
Take of 

Purified quickfilver, one ounce 

Nitrous acid, two OUNCES ; 

Hog’s lard, prepared, ohe pound. 
Diffolve the quicktilver in the ni- 

trous acid; and whilft it is yer 

hot, mix it with the hog’s lard, 

previoufly melted, and now grow- 

ing cold. 


UNGUENTUM CITRINUM, 
Edinb. 
Yellow ointment. 

_ Take of 
Quickfilver, one ounce ; 

Spirit of nitre, two ounces ; 
Hog’s-lard, one pound. 

Diffolve the quickfilver i in the fpirit 
of nitre, by digeftion in a fand- 
heat; and, whilft the folution is 
very hot, mix with it the lard, 
previoufly melted by irlelf, and 
juft beginning to grow ftiff. Stir 

_ them brifkly together, in a mar- 

-ble mortar, fo as to form the 
whole into an ointment. 


THESE ointments differ only in 
name; and that employed by the 
London college is certainly the pre- 
ferable appellation: For here the 
quickfilver, previous to its union 
with the lard, is brought to a faline 
_ ftate by means of the nitrous acid. 
And although its aétivity be very 
confiderably moderated by the ani- 
mal fat with which it is afterwards 
united, yet it {till affords us a very 
active ointment; and as fuch it 
is frequently employed with fuc- 
_cefs in cutaneous and other topical 
affections. In this condition, how- 
2 
\ 
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ever, the mercury does not fo rea 
dily enter the fyftem, as in the pre- 
ceding form. Hence it may even 
be employed in fome cafes with 
more freedom; but in other inftan- 
ces it is apt to excoriateand inflame 
parts. On this account a reduétion 
of its ftrength is fometimes requi- 
fite; and itis often alfo neceflary, 
from the hard confiftence which it 
acquires, in confequence of the ac- 


a a the lard. 
_. UNGUENTUM PICIS, 


Loud. 
Tar ointment. 
Take of 
Tar, 
Mutton-fuet, prepared, of each 
half a pound. 
Melt them together and ftrain. 


UNGUENTUM e PICK. 
Edinb. 
Ointment of tar. 
Take of 
Tar, five parts ; 
Yellow wax, two parts. 


TueEse compofitions, though the 
one be formed into an ointment by 
means of fuet,,the other by wax, 
cannot be confideredas differing ef- 
fentially from each other. As far 
as they have any peculiar activity, 
this entirely depends on the tar, 
And thisarticle, from the empyreu- 
matic oil and faline matters which 
it contains, is undoubtedly, as well 
as tunmpentine, ,of fome activity. 
Aecomtnetie it has been fuccefsfut- 
ly employed againft fome cutaneous 
affetions, particularly thofe of do- 
meftic animals. At one time, as 
well asthe black bafilicon, it wasa 
good deal employed as a drefling 
even for recent wounds. But altho’ 
it {till retains a place in our phar- 
macopoeias, it is at prefent little ae 
fed with any intention. 

UN- 
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UNGUENTUM RESIN&. 
FLAVA. 
Loud. 
Ointment of yellow refin. 

Take of 

Yellow refin, 

Yellow wax, of each one pound ; 

Olive oil, one pint. 
Melt the refin and wax with a flow 

fire; then add the oil, and ftrain 

the mixture whilft hot. 


UNGUENTUM pasion 
FLAVUM.,: 
Edinb. 
Yellow bafilicon ointment. 
Take of 
Hog’s-lard, eight parts ; 
White refin, five parts ; 
Yellow wax, two parts. 


THESE are commonly employed 
in dreflings, for digefting,cleanfing, 
and incarnating wounds and ulcers. 
They differ very little, if at all, in 
their effects, from the Liniarnion 
arcei, or unguentum elemi, as it 
is now inore properly ftyled. But it 
is probable that no great effect is to 
be attributed to either. For there 
can be no doubr that the fuppura- 
tive and adhefive inflammations are 
proceffes of nature, which will oc- 
cur without the aid of any oint- 
ment. 


UNGUENTUM SAMBUCI. 
Lond, 
Elder ointment. 
Take of 
Elder-flowers, four pounds. 
Matton-fuet, prepared, three 
pounds ; 
Olive-oil, one pint. 
Boil the flowers in the fuet and oil, 


firft melted together, till they be. 


almoft crifp; then ftrain with 
expreffion. 


Tats ointment does not feem fu- 


perior to fome others, which are. 


much neater, and preparable at lefs 
expence, It can fearcely be fuppofed 
to receive any confiderable virtue 
from the ingredient which it takes 
its mame from. And, accordingly, 
it is not without propriety that it is 
rejected from the pharmacopocia of 
the Edinburgh college. 


UNGUENTUM SPERMATIS 
CETI. 
Loud. 
ieee of /permaceti. 
Take of 
Spermaceti, fix drams ; 
White wax, two drams ; 
Olive-oil, three ounces. 
Melt them together over a flow fire, 
ftirring them conftantlyand bible 
ly until they be cold, 


Tus had formerly the name of. 
Linimentum album, and it is per- 
haps only in cenfiftence that itcan 
be confidered as differing from the _ 
unguentum fimplex, already men- — 
tioned ,or the ceratum fimplex, af- 
terwards to be taken notice of. 









UNGUENTUM SULPHURIS. 
Loud. 
Sulphur ointment. 
Take of 
Ointment of hog’s-lard, bah: a | 
pound ; a 
Flowers of fulphor, oe ounces. 
Mix them, and make an oi ERS, : 


UNGUENTUM e SULPHU- 
RE, five ANTIPSO- * 


RICUM., 

Edinb. oe 

Ointment of. fulphur, or uahee s 
ointouent. 4 
Take of ‘ 


Hog’s-lard, four parts ; 
Sulphur, beat iuto a very fine 
powder, one part. 

To each pound of this ointment, add 
Effence of lemons, or ota 
Oil at lavender, half a dram. a 

SUL- 


ay Pe 


ae 
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SULPHUR isa certain remedy for 
the itch, more fafe than mercury. 
Sir John Pringle obferves, that un- 


lefs a mercurial unction wasto touch . 


every part of the fkin, there can be 
no certainty of fuccefs; whereas 
from a fulphureous one, a cure may 
be obtained by only partial unction, 
the animalcula, which are fuppofed 
to occafionthis diforder, being, like 
other infects, killed by the fulphu- 
reous fteams which exhale by the 
heat of the body. As to the inter- 
nal ufe of mercury, which fome 
have accounted a {pecific, there are 
feveral inftances of men undergoing 
a complete falivation for the cure of 
the lues vencrea, without being freed 
from the itch: but there are alfoa 
multitude of inftances of men un- 
dergoing a long courfe of fulphur 
without effect, and who were af- 

— terwards readily cured by mercury. 
The quantity of ointment, above 


the patient is to be rubbed every 
night ; but to prevent any diforder 
that might arife from ftopping too 


He many pores at once, a fourth part 


of the body is to be rubbed at one 
time. Though the itch may thus 
be cured by one pot of ointment, it 
will be proper to renew the applica- 
tion, and to touch the parts moft 
affected, for a few nights longer, till 
afecond quantity alfo be exhautted ; 
and in the worft cafes, to fubjoin the 
internal ufe of fulphur, not with a 
view to purify the blood, but to dif- 
fufe the {teams more certainly thro’ 
the fkin; there being reafon to 
believe, that the animalcula may 
fometimes lie too deep to be tho- 
roughly deftroyed by external ap- 
plications. 


UNGUENTUM TUTL., 
Lond. 
Tutty ointment. 
Take of 
Prepared tutty, one dram ; 


_ directed, ferves for four undtions :. 
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Ointment of fpermaceti, what is 
fufficient. cee 

Mix them fo asto make a foft oint- 
mept. 
UNGUENTUM e TUTIA. 

Edinb: oe 
Ointment of tutty. 

Take of 7 
Simple liniment, five parts ; 

_ Prepared tatty, one part. 


T @B8= ointments have long been 
celeb@ted, and are ftill much em- 
ployed againft affections of the eyes. 
But they cannot, we imagine, be 
efteemed elegant. 

Both calamine and tutty aé only 
by means of the zinc they contain, 
and calamine appears to contain the 
moft of the two, and likewife to be 
the leaft variable im its contentsé 
But the pure flowers prepared from 
zinc itfelf are doubtle{s preferable to 
either. Hence the ointment of tut- 
ty may be confidered as inferior 
both to the Unguentum e lapide ca- 
laminari, and to the Unguentum e 
calce zinci, Which have alfo a place 
in our pharmacopoeia. 


LINIMENTUM SIMPLEX. 
. Edinb. 
Simple liniment. 
Take of 
Olive oil, four parts ; 
White wax, one part. 


Turis confifts of the fame articles 
which form the Unguentum fimplex 
of the Edinburgh pharmacopoeia, 
but merely ina ditterent proportion, 
fo as to give a thinner confiftence ; 
and where a thin confiftence is re- 
quifite, this may be confidered as a 
very elegant and ufeful application. 


LINIMENTUM AMMONIA. 
Lond. 
Liniment of ammonia. 
Take: 





Water of ammonia, half an 
aunees?: Re a 
Olive-oil, one ounce and an half. 
Shake them together in a phial, 
till they are mixed. 


Tis haslong been known in the 
‘Shops under the title of Linimentum 
volatile, but is now more properly 
‘denominated from the principal ac- 
‘tive article which"enters its compo- 
fition. It has been much employed 
in practice, particularly on the re- 

commendation of Sir Jolin Pringle 
‘in his Obfervations on theDifeafes of 
thearmy. He obferves, that in the 
inflammatory quinfey, or {trangula- 
tion of the fauceés, a piece of flan- 





nel, moiftened with this mixture, 


applied to the throat, and renew- 
‘ed every four or five hours, is one 
of the moft efficacious remedies. 
‘By means of this warm ftimulating 
application, the neck, and fometimes 
the whiole body, is put into.a fweat, 
which, after bleeding, either car- 
ries off, orleffens the inflammation. 
Where the fkin cannot bear the a- 
‘crimony of this mixture, a larger 
proportion of oil may be ufed. 


- LINIMENTUM AMMONIZ: 
; FORTIUS. 
Lond. 7 

' Stronger liniment of ammonia. 

Take of | aes 
Water of pure ammonia, one 
“ounce ; Se 

Olive-oil, two ounces. 
Shake them together in a phial. 


Tursarticle differs from the fore- 
going in ftrength only, This arifes 
both from its being 





taining that {pirit ina larger propor- 
tion to the oil. It is ufed to fupply 
the place of the Epithema et Em- 
plaftram volatile of our former phar- 
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macopoeias, and is a very acrid 
ftimulating compofition. When 


largely applied, it often excitesin- 


flammation, and even vefication, on | 
tender fkin. It is often, however, 
fuccefsfully employed againft obfti- 
nate rheumatic and ifchiadic pains. 


LINIMENTUM CAMPHO- 
: MR ee 
Loud. 


_ Campher liniment: 
Takeor ; 
Camphor, two ounces ; ; 
Water of ammonia, fix ounces ; 
Simple fpirit of lavender, fixteen 
ounces, > 
Mix the water of ammonia with the 
fpirit, and diftil froma glafsre- 
tort, with a flow fire, fixteen | 
ounces. Then diffelve the cams | 
phor in the diftilled liquor. 


Tuts formula, which has now 
for the firft time.a place in the, @ 
London pharmacopocia, approach- 


es to the volatile effence of that 
celebrated empyric the late Dr 
Ward: But the above is-a more 
elegant and active formula than 
either of the receipts publifhed by 
Mr Page, from Dr Ward’s book of 
receipts ; and there is no reafon to 
doubt that it will be equally effec- © 
tual in removing fome local pains,’ 
fuch as particular kinds of head- 


_ach, in confequence of external ap- 


plication. : 
LINIMENTUM SAPONIS, 
| | Lond, 
Soap-liniment. 
Take of 

Soap, three ounces ; 

Camphor, one ounce ; 

Spirit of rofemary, one pint, 
Digeft the foap in the {pirit of: 
_ rofemary until it be diffolyed, 

and add to it the camphor, 
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Tuis is the linimentum fapona- — 


cecum of the former edition of the 


‘London pharmacopoeia, without any 


‘alteration ; and it differs very little 


Fo 
a Hl 





from the balfamum faponaceuni of 
the Edinburgh college already men- 


tioned. Though a lefs ative and 
penetrating application than the 


‘ preceding, it is perhaps no lefs ufe- 


ful ; and it is often fuccefsfully em- 


ployed for external purpofes againft . 


rheumatic pains, fprains, bruifes, 
and fimilar complaints. | 


UNGUENTUM AGYPTIA: 
CUM. 
Gen. 
gyptian ointment. 


Take of 
Honey, one pound ; 
- Strong vinegar, half a pound ; 
Verdegris, powdered, five oun- 
ces. 


: Let the ingredients be boiled toge- 


ther till the verdegris be diffol- 

ved, fothat the ointment may 

have a due degree of thicknefs 
and a purple colour. 


‘Tats preparation had formerly a 
place in our pharmacopoeias under 
the title of Me/ Agyptiacum : anda 
fimilar preparation has now a place 
under the title of Oxymel eruginis. 
But in that formula the proportion 
is much lefs than in the above. It 
may juftly be confidered as a very 
powerful applicatien for cleanfing 
and deterging foululcers, as well as 
for keeping down fungous fieth. 
Bat thefe purpofes may in general 


be anfwered by articles lefsacrid and 


exciting lefs pain. Befides this, the 


above preparation is alfo liable to 


confiderable uncertainty with ref- 
pect to ftrength; for a large pro- 


portion of the verdegris will in a fhort 
' time fubfide to the bottom: thus, 


what is 1m the top of the pot is mach 
lefs acti ve than that ig the bottom. 
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UNGUENTUM ANODY: 
. NUM. 
é Gen. map te 
Anodyne ointment. 
Take of © : 


Olive-oil, ten drams ; 
Yellow wax, half an ounce ; 
Crude opium, one dram. — 

Mix them according to art, fo as to 
form an ointment, 


—Optum thus externally applied, 
will in fome degree be produdtive of : 
the fame effect as when ufed under 
the form of the anodyne balfam. In 
that {tate it produces its effets more 
immediately ; but under the prefent 
form its effects are more permanent. 
Befides this, the prefent ointment 
furnifhes us with an ufeful drefling 
for fores attended with fevere pain; 
to which opium when diffolved in 
fpirit cannot be applied. Hence 
the prefent, or fome analogous for- 
mula, is well intitled to a place in 
our pharmacopoeias. 


UNGUENTUM ad CANCRUM 


EXULCERATUM. 
- Brun. 
Ointment for an ulcerated cancer. 
Take of RPE 


The recently expreffed Juice of 
- the ricinus, one pound. | 
Let it be expofed to the rays of the 
fun in a leaden veffel till it ac- 
quire the confiftence of an oil; 
then to one pound of this infpif- 
fated juice, add 
Calcined lead, 
White precipitate mercury, each 
one pound. 
Let them be properly mixed. 


Tuts acrid application muft pof- 
fefs a confiderable degree of corro= 
And in fome cafes of 
cancer, by the proper application 
of corrofives, much benefit may be 

oy done 
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done: But where the difeafe Wis 
made any confiderable, progre(s, 
thefe will in general have the effec 
rather of haftening its progrefs than 


_of removing it; particularly if there - 


be a large indolent tumour below 
-the ulcer. 


UNGUENTUM DIGESTI:- 
VUM. 


Rofe. 
Digeflive ointment. 
Take of 
Venice turpentine, one pound ; 
The yolks of eight eggs. 


Mix them together, according to 


art. 


Tuis warm fifmutatitig applica- 
‘tion is well fuited to promote the 
| fappamdve inflammation, and may 
be advantageoully had recourfe to, 
where it is neceflary to encouragea 
large difcharge of pus. 


UNGUENTUM HAMOR-.- 
RHOIDALE. 
Heamorrhoidal ointment. 
Jake of 
Saturnine ointment, fix drams; 
— Oil of Hyofciamus, obtained by 
boiling, two drams ; 
Camphor,powdered, two feruples; 
Saffron, one fcruple. ~ 
Mix them into an ointment. 


THE name affixed to this oint- 
ment expreffles the purpofe for which 
it is applied. From the articles of 
‘which it confifts, it may be conclu- 
ded, that it poffeffes a gently emol- 
lient and anodyne powder; and may 
therefore afford confiderable relief, 
where much pain arifes from exter- 


nal hemorrhoidal tumours. 


UNGUENTUM NERVINUM, 
Suec. 
Nervine ointment. 


ae: 
Oras ee 


it Ointments and Liniments. 


OLE 
Take of | 
Prepared mutton-fuet, eight oun- 
CES. 
After it is melted and removed from 
the fire, add to it 
Oil of bays, one pound ; 
fUtherial oil of turpentine, one 
ounce ; 


Rectified : oil of amber, half an 


ounce. 
Let them be mixed and rubbed to- 
gether ull they form an oint« 
ment. 


THis is an improved mode of 
forming an ointment which had for- 
merly a place in our pharmacopoe- 


ias under the fametitle, And it fur- 


nifhes a warm ftimulating nervine 
application, which may be in fome 


“degree inftrumental in reftoring 
fenfe and motion to paralytic limbs. 
And while it at leaft fervesto lead — 
to the careful ufe of frictions, it — 
may fomewhatincreafe the benefit 
_ which would refule from it. 


UNGUENTUM de NICO-° 
| TIANA. 
Dan. 
Gintment of tobacco. 
Take of 


The leaves of tobacco, cut doven ; 


three pounds ; | 
Juice of tobacco, nifie ounces ; 


Hog’s-lard, a pound and a half. 7 


Let them be macerated for the 
{pace of a nizht, and then boiled 
over a gentle fire till the humi- 
dity be confumed. Having ftrain- 


ed the fluid obtained by expref> 


fion, add to it 
Refin, three ounces; 
Yellow wax, half an ounce; 
Powder of the root of birthwort, 
three ounces. 


Mix them into an ointment. 


THeEre can be no doubt ne to- 
bacco externally applied has very 
Q42 
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powerful effeéts upon the human 


body ; and.that not merely from 
its topical action, but fometimes 
even as affecting the fyftem in ge- 
nera]. From this laft circumftance 
it requires ‘to be ufed with great 
caution. It has, however, been 
found under proper management, to 
afford an effectual cure in obftinate 
cutaneous affections. 


by merely impregnating either 
hog’s-lard, or the unguentum fim- 
plex, with the active qualities ex- 
tracted by the aid of hear, from the 


leaves of the prepared tobacco in. 


the ftate in which it is ufvally 
brought to us from America, than 
by having recourfe to the’ recent 
juice, and to the ariftolochia and 
other additions here direéted. 


UNGUENTUM e STYRACE. 
SUCC. 
Ointment of florax. 

Take of 
Olive-oil,.a pound and a half; 
White refin; 

Gum elemi, 

Yellow: wax, each feven ounces. 
After they are melt:«. cogether and 
ftrained, add” 

Liquid florax, feven ounces, 

Mix them together, and agitate the 
mixture ill ir concretes into an 
uniform ointment. 


AN ointment fuppofed to derive 
its activity from the {tarax, altho’ 
it have no place in our pharmaco- 
poeias is received into moft of the 
foreign ones. And it has been 
much celebrated not only .as.a 
firengthening application to weakly 
children, but even for the removal 
of affections of the bones, asin cafes 
of rachitis and the like. It is, how- 
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But were it. 
to be ufed with this intention, we 
would havea more elegant formula, | | 
-UNGUENTUM SUPPURANS. 


over-rated. 
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ever, very doubtful how far thefe 


properties depend upon the ftorax. 


Iti it have really any good effect, it 


is probable that this is more the 
-comecuence of the fri@ion merely, 


than of any of the articles which 
enter the compofition ef the oint-. 
ment. Burt there is reafon to be- 
lieve that the virtues attributed to 
this eintment are more imaginary 
than real. 


Suec. 
Suppurative einbanet. 


‘Take of 


Yellow wax, - 
Refin, each halfa pound. 

Tothefe melted, add 
‘Onion roafted under the afhes; 
Honey, each ‘two oe and a 

half; 
Black foap, halfa pound. 

Let them be gently boiled together 
till all the moifture be confumed, 
then ftrain the liquor, exprefling 
it from the materials, and after- 
wards agitate it with a wooden 
peftle that it may unite into one 
uniform mats. 


= 


THis ointment is s applied with 
the intention of promoting fuppu- 
ration. And it has long been fup- 
pofed, that the onion, efpecialy in 
its roafted ftate, has a remarkable 
influence in this way: but there is 


reafon to think, that the powers 


attributed toit have been greatly 
And there is ‘even 
ground to prefume that thefe effects ' 
totally depend on heat and moifture. 
Hence no application is perhaps’ 
better fuited for promoting fuppu- 

ration than a poultice of bread and 

milk, applied of fuch a degree of 

warmth as can be borne with eafe, 

and frequently repeated. 


CHAP. 
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ERATES are fubftances in- 

tended for external applica- 
tion, formed of nearly the fame ma- 
terials which conftitute ointments 
and plafters. And they differ prin- 
cipally from thefe in being merely 
of an intermediate confiftence be- 
tweenthe two. Accordingly, they 
are feldom the fubje@ of a feparate 
chapter by themfelves, but are claf- 
fed either with the one or the other. 
In the Edinburgh pharmacopoeia 
they are claffled among the oint- 
ments: Butas the London college 
have referred them to a feparate 
head, we fhall here alfo confider 
them by themfelves. 


CERATUM SIMPLEX, 
Edinb. 
Simple cerate. 

Take of 

Olive oil, fix parts ; 

“White wax, three partS 5° 

Spermaceii, one part. 
Unite them according to art. 


Tuts differs from the fimple oint- 
ment in containing a greater pro- 
portion of wax tothe oil, and in 
the addition of the fpermaceti. 

But by thefe means it obtains only 
a more firmconfiftence, without any 
elleneial change of cman 


 Cerates: 





613 
XXXII. 
vas Se | 


oe 


CERATUM CANTHARI- 
DIS. 
Lond. 
Cerate of aquadeidas Cenp arate fies. 
Take of, 
‘Cerate of fpermaceti, foftened 
with heat, fix drams; : 
Spanifh flies, finely powdered, 
one dram. a 
Mix them. 


Unper this form cantharides 


may be made to aét to any extent = 


that is requifite. Ic may fupply the 
place either of the bliftering plafter 
or oifitment; andthere arecafesin 
which it is preferable to either. It 
is particularly more convenient than 
the Emplaftrnm cantharidum,where 
the {kin to which the blifter is to be 


‘applied is previoufly much affected, 


as in.cafes of {mall pox; and in 
fupporting a drain under the form 


of iffue, it is lefs apt to fpread than 3 


the fofter ointment. 


CERATUM LAPIDIS CALAMI 
NARS, = 
Lond. 
Calamine-cerate. 
Take of 
Calamine, prepared, - et 
Yellow wax, of each halfa pounds ; 
Olive-oil, one pint. - 
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Melt the wax with the oil; and, as 

foon as the mixture begins to 

thicken, mix with it the cala- 


mine, and ftir the cerate until it 
be cold, 


CERATUM e LAPIDE CALA- 
MINARI, 
Edinb. 
Cerate of calamine. 
Take of 
Simple cerate, five parts ; 
Calamine prepared, one part. 


THESE compofitions are form- 
ed upon the cerate which Turner 
ftrongly recommends in cutaneous 
ulcerations and excoriations, and 
which has been ufually diftinguith- 
ed by his name. They appear from 
experience to be excellenrepulotics, 
and as fuch are frequently made ufe 
of in practice. 


CERATUM. LITHARGYRI 
ACETATI. 
Loud. 
Cerate of acetated litharge. 
Take of 
Water of eeaicked litharge, two 
ounces and an half; | 

Yellow wax, four ounces; 
Olive-oil, mine ounces; - 
Camphor, half a dram. 

Rub the camphor with. a little of 
the oil. Melt the wax with the 
remaining oil, and as foon as the 

mixture begins to thicken, pour 
in by degrees the water of ace- 
tated litharge, and ftir conftantly 
until ic be cold; 
the camphor before satapa with 
oil. ee, 






Tu 1S b ahmicainh has been ren- 
dered famous by the recommerida- 
tions of Mr Goulard, It is unquef- 


 tionably in many cafes very ufeful. 


%t cannot, however, be confidered 
as varying eflentially from the fa- 
turnine olitment, or Paguenan ¢ ¢ 
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ceruffla acetata, formerly mention- 
ed. It is employed with nearly the 


fame i intentions, and differs from it 
chiefly in confiftence. — 


CERATUM RESIN FLA- 
VA. 
Eand. 
Ceraté o Jeli dow refi. 
Take of 2 fe 
Ointment of yellow refin, half a 
pound ; 
“Yellow wax, one ounce, 
Melt them together, and make a 
cerate. 


Tuts had formerly the name of 
Unguentium citrinum. Itisno other- 
wife different from the yellow bafi- 
licum, or Unguentum refine flavz, 
than being of a ftiffer confiftence, 
which renders it for fome gh hae 
more commodious. ’ 


CERATUM SAPONIS. 
, Lond. 
Soap eer ett 
Take of | 
' Soap, eight ounces ; 
Yellow wax, ten ounces ; 
Litharge, powdered, one pound ; 
Olive oil, one pint; | 
Vinegar, one gallon. 
Boil the vinegar with the litharge, 
- over a flow fire, conftantly ftir- 
ring until the mixture unites and 
thickens; then mix in the other 
articles, and make a cerate. 


Turis, notwithfanding thename, 
may rathér be confidered as ano- 
ther fatornine application than one 
whofe aétivity depends upon foap. 
And it may be held as varying in 
little elfe but confiftence from the 
Emplaftrom lythargyri. It can 
hardly be thought to differ in its 
properties from the cerate of ace- 
tated litharge juft mentioned. For 
neither’ the {mall proportion of. 
camphor which enters the compofi-. 

tion 
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_ fidered as having much influence. 


CERATUM SPERMATIS 
CETI. | 

Edinb. 
| Cerate Us Spernuaceti. 
. Take of 
Spermaceti, half an ounce; 
White wax, two ounces. 
—— Olive-oil, four ounces. 

Melt them together, and ftir until 
the cerate be cold. 


Tuts had formerly the name of 


Ceratum album, and it differsin no-- 


thing from the Unguentum fper- 
matis ceti, or Linimentum album, 
asit was formerly called, excepting 
in. confiftenc th the wax and 
the {permac aring a greater 
proportion to the oil. e 







CERATUM LABIALE, 
Po/s. f 
Lip faloe. 
Take of 
Olive oil, eighteen ounces ; 3 
‘White wax, one pound ; 
Spermaceti, an ounce and a half; 
Oil of rhodium, half a dram. 
Form a cerate, unging it with al- 
kanet, fo as to give a red co- 
lour. 


THE name affixed to this cerate 
points out the ufe for which it is in- 
tended. It is chieflyemployedagaintt 
thofe chops and excoriations of the 
lips, which are often the confe- 
quence of cold weather; and it is 
very well fuited for removing affec- 
tions of thatkind. But excepting 
in the colour and fmell which it de- 
rives from the alkanetand rhodium, 


-~ 


tion of the one, nor the foap whidl Me, differs in nothing from the cerate 
gives name totheather, canhecon- 
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of fpermaceti, and cannot be confi- 
dered as more effectually anfwering 
the intention in view. — 


CEREI MEDICATI. 
vee Suec. 
nig Bougies. 
Take of 
Yellow wax, melted, one pound ; 
Spermaceti, three drams ; 
Vinegar of litharge, two drams, 
Mix them, and upon removal from 
_ the fire immerfe into the mixture 
flips of linen, of which bougies 
are ta be fornfed according to the 
gules ofart. 
Thefe may alfo be made with dou- 
ble, triple, or quadruple, the 
qpaniy of the vinegar. 


It is perhaps rather furprifing, 
that no formula for the preparation 
of bougies has a place in our phar- 
macopoeias; For there can be no 


doubt, that although the prepara- t 


tion of them has hitherto been prin- 
cipally trufted to empirics; yet in 
the hand of the fkilful practitioner 


. they are of great fervice in comba- 


ting obftinate affections. Although 
it has been pretended by fome that 


their influence is to be ‘afcribed to 
yet it is : 


certain impregnations ; 
on better grounds contended, that 
they act entirely upon mechanical 
principles. The great object | is 
therefore to obtain the union of a 
proper degree of firmnefs and flex- 
ibility. Thefe qualities the above | 
com pofition poffeffes ; and it does not 
probably derive any material bene- 
fit from being prepared with an ad- 


ditional proportion of the Acetum ae 


lithargyrites. 
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B.. epihainy or cataplafms, are 
2 in general underftood thofe 
external applications, which are. 
brought toa due confiftence or form 
for being properly applied, not by 
means of oily or fatty matters, but 
by water or watery fluids. Of thefe 


not a few are had recourfe to in» 


actual practice ; but they are fel- 
dom prepared in the fhops of. the 
-apothecaries ; and in fome of the 
beft modern pharmacopoeias, no 
formujze of this kind are introdu- 
ced. The London college, how-, 
ever, although they have abridged 
the number of epithems, ftill retain 
afew. And itis not without fome- 
_advantage that there are fixed forms 
. for the preparation of thefe. 


CATAPLASMA CUMINI. 
| bonds... 

: Catapla/im of cummin. 

Take of 
Cummin-feed, one pound ; 
Bay-berries, 
Dry leaves of water-germander, 

or fcordium, 

Virginian f{nake-root, of each 

three ounces ; 
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Cloves, one ‘ou Pa et 
Rub them all together ; and, with 

thesasetyen of three times the 

weight o HORE make a cata- 

plafm. 

Tuis is adopted i into the prefent 
edition of the London pharmaco- 
poeia with very. little alteration 
from the laft. Irwasthen intended 
as a reformation of the THERIACA 
LONDINENSIS ,which for fome time 
paft has been {carce oth erwife made 
Afe of than as a warm cataplafm. 
In place of the numerous articles 
which formerly entered that com- 


pofition, only fach of its ingredients 
are retained as contribute moft to 


. this intention: But even the article 


from which it now derives its name, 
as well as feveral others which flill 
enter it, probably contribute very 


dittle to any medical PrORgeige it 


may poffefs. 


CATAPLASMA SINAPEOS. 
Lod. x : 
Muftard cataplafm. 
Take of 
Muftard-feed, rewaered, 
ns Crumb 


oon 
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‘Crumb of bread, of each half 

pound ; 

Vinegar, as much as is ikea. 
Mix, and make a cataplafm. 





cope.” of this kind are com- 
monly known by the name of Si- 
wapifms. They were formerly not 
unfrequently prepared in amore 
complicated ftate, containing gar- 
lic, black foap, and other fimilar 
articles; but the above fimple form 
will anfwer every purpofe which 
they are capable of accomplifhing, 
They are employed only as ftimu- 
Jants: they often inflame the part 
and raife blifters, but not fo per- 
fectly as cantharides. They are 
frequently applied to the foles of 
the feet in the low ftate of acute 
difeafes, for raifing the pulfe and 
relieving the head. The chief ad- 
vantage they have depends on the 
fuddennefs of their action. 
5 | Ceara, 
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COAGULUM ALUMINIS. 
Lond. 
Alum-curd 
Take 
The white of two eggs ; 
Shake them with a piece of alum 
till they be coagulated. 


THIs preparation is taken from 
Riverius. It is an ufeful aftringent 
epithem for fore, moift eyes, and 
excellently cools and repreffes thin 
defluctions. Slighter inflammations | 
of the eyes, occafioned by duft, ex- 
pofure to the fun, or other fimilar 
caufes, are generally removed by 
fomenting them with warm milk 
and water, and wafhing them with 
folutions of white vitriol, Where 
the complaint is more violent, this 
preparation, after the inflammation 
has yielded a little to bleeding, is 
one of the beft external remedies. 
It is tobe fpread on lint, and a 
ed at bed-time. 
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A TABLE he in eohar Proj ioe Mercury or 
7 Opium enter di ifferent.. Formulae. 


PULVIS ecreta Chiaites cum 
opio. Lond. In about forty- 
three grains, one grain of opium 

is contained, 

ipecacuanhe compofitus. 
Lond. In ten grains, one grain 
of opium, © 

Pulvis fudorificus. Ed. a eight 
grains one grainof opium. : 

Pulvis opiatus. Lond. In ten grains, 

_ one grain of opium. 


| Pulvis e fcammonio cum calomela- 


ne. Lond. In four grains, one 
grain of calomel. 

Pilula ex opio. Lond. In five grains, 
one grain of opium. 


Pilulae thebaice. Ed. In ten Seni 


one grain of opium. 

Pilule ex hydrargyro. Lond, In 
two grains and a half, one grain 
of mercury. 

Pilule ex hydrargyro. Ed. In four 
grains, one grain of mercury. 

Pilule plummeri. Ed. In three 
grains anda half, one grain of 
calomel. 

Confectio opiata. Lowe An thirty- 


fix grains, one grainof opium. 


. Elettuarium Faponicum. Ed. In a- 


bout one hundred and ninety- 
three grains, one grain of opium. 

EleGuarium thebaicum. Ed. In 
feventy-three Brains, one grain 
of opium. 

Trochifci bechici cum opio. Ed. In 
fifty-five grains, one grain of o- 
pium.. 

Thefe trochifci are not unfrequent- 
ly ordered cum duplici opio, and 
under this form are kept in many 
fhops. : 

Emplaftrum ammoniaci eum h y drars 
gyro. Lond. In five ounces, one 
ounce of mercury. 


\ 


Emplaftrum lithargyri cum bydrar- 
gyro. Lond. In five ounces, one 
ounce of mercury. 

Emplafirum e hydrargyro. Ed. In 
about three ounces and 4 half, 
one ounce of mercury. 

Unguentum hydrargyri fortius. 
Lond. In two drams, ane dram 
of mercury. 

Unguentumhydrergyri mitius.Lond. 

In five drams, one dram of mer- 
cury. 

Unguentum ex hydrargyro. Ed. In 
five drams, one dram of. mercury. 

Unguentum hydrargyri nitrati. Lon. 

~ mone dram, twelve grains of ni- 
trated quicklilver. 


Unguentum citrinum. Ed: In one 


dram, twelve grains of nitrated 
quickfilver, 

Unguentum caleis hydrargyri alba. 
Lond. In one dram, four grains 
and an half of the calx hydrar- 
gyri alba. 

Tindlura opii. Lond. is s made with 

: opium, in the proportion of oné 
grain toabout cleyen of the men- 
ftruum. ~ 

Tinétur ‘athebaica, Ed. is diade with 

opium, in the proportion of one 
grain to abour eleven anda half 
of the menftruum, — 

TinGura opit camphorata, Lond. is 

made with opium in the propor- 
tion of one grain to about one 
hundred of the menftruum. 

Elixir paregoricum, Ed. is made 
with opium in the proportion of 
ene grain to fixty- four of the 
menftruum., 

Balfamum anodynum, Ed, is made 
with opium in the proportion of 
one grain to about twenty-five 
of the menftruum. 
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TABLE of Names pved in the LonpDON and 
: EDINBURGH PHARMACOPOEIAS. 


Names in former Pharmacopesias. 


CETUM Ccilliticum. 
AEthiops mineralis. 

Aqua aluminofa Bateana. =~ 
calcis fimplex. 
cinnaniomi fimplex. 

fpirituofa. 








Rondeate: 
juniperi compofita. 


menthe piperitidis fimplex. 


ee Apiritas 
ofa. | 
valgaris fimplex. 
ee fpirituofa. 

nucis mofchate. 

piperis Jamaicenfis, 

pulegii fimplex, 

pulegii fpirituofa. 

raphani compofira. 

rofarum damafcenarum. 

fapphirina. 

feminum anethi. 

~ anifi compofita. 

- carul, 

Aqua Vitriolica canphatata. 








Argenti vivi purificatio, 
Axungize porcine: curatio.. 


- B. 


Balfam fulphuris barbadenfe. 
fimplex. 
traumaticum, 
anodynum. 
faponaceum. 
Butyrum antimonii-. 


New Names. 
Acetum f{cilla. Lond. 


Hydrargyrus cum fulphure. Loitd, 


Aqua aluminis compofita.. 

~ ¢aleis, Lond. 
cinnamomi. 

Spiritus cinnamomi. 
Decoétum hordei. 


Lond, 


Lond. | 
Lond. a 
Lond. 


Spiritus j juniperi compofitus. ‘Lom : 


Lond. 
Lond. 


Aqua menthez piperitidis. 
Spwitus menthe piperiditis. 


Aqua menthe fative. Lond. 
Spiritus menthze fativae. Lond. 
nucis mofchatz. — Lond. 


Aqua pimento. Lond. 
pulegii. Lond. 
Spiritus pulegii. Lond, 


raphani compofitus. ‘Lond. 


Aqua rofae. Lond. 


cupriammoeniati. Lond. 
anethi. Lond. 3 
Spiritus anifi compofitus. Lond. 
carui. Lond. 3152 


Aqua Zinci vitriolati cum camphion - 


“va. Lond. 
Hy drargyri purificatio. 
Adipis fuille preparatio. 


Lond. 
Lond. 


Petreleum falpburatum. Lond, 
Oleum folphuratum. Lond. 


Tinétura benzoes compofita. Lond. 
Linimentum anodynum. Ed. 
Linimentum faponaceam. Ed. 
Caufticum antimonale, Ed. 


Calx 


Names in former Pharmacopoeias. 


C. 


_ Calx antimonii. 


Caufticum antimoniale. 
commune fortius. 


lunare. 
Ceratum album. 
citrinum. 
' epuloticam. 


 Chalybis rubigo preeparata. 


Cinnabaris factitia. 
Confectio cardiaca. . 


Confedtio Japonica. 


Cornu eervi calcinatio.:” 
Crocus metallorum. 


Dy 


Decogtum album, > 


commune pro. clyftere 


_ pectorale. 
Ei. 
Electnarium lentivum, 


Elixir aloes. | 
myrrhe compofitum. 


paregoricnuim. 
proprietatis.. 
facrum. 
falutis. 
Emplaftram ex ammoniaco cum 
mercurio, 
antihyftericum. 
attrahens. 
_ cephalicum. 
,. ge commune, 
6 = adhefivum. 


—~ cum gummi, 
— cum mercurio. 
€ cymino. 
yoborans. 

e fapone. 
ftomachicum. 
veficatorium. 





: Tindura aloes compofita. . 


New Names. 
, & 


Antimonium calcinatum. Lond. 
muriatum, - “Bond... 

Calx cum kali puro. Lond. 
Argentum nitratum. Lond, 
Salargenti. Ed. 

Ceratum fpermatis ceti. Lond. 

refinze flave. Lond. 

‘ lapidis.calaminaris. Lond 

Ferri rubigo. Lond. 

Hy drargyrus falphuratus ruber. Li 
Confectio aromatica, Lond. 
Electuarium cardiacam yah, 


Ele&tuarium Japonicum. Ed. 
Cornu Cervi uftio. Lond. 
Crocus antimonii. Ed. 
fe a 
Decogtum cornucervi. Lond. 
- proenemate. Lond. 


hordei compofitum. L. 


Lond. 
Lond. 
fabinzee compofita. Lond. 
opii camphorata. Lond. 
Elixir aloes.....d. 

6% aloc ct reo’ Ed, 
TinGura fenneze compofita. Eds 
Emplaftrum ammoniaci cum hy- 

drargyro. Lond. 

| . foetidum. Ed. 

i cere. Lond, _ 
picis burgundice. L. 
lithargyri. Lond. 
— cum refina. Lond. 
—cum gummi. L. 
— cum hydrargyro. L 
cumini. Lond. — 
thuris Lond. _ 
faponis. Lond. 
ladani. Lond. 
cantharidis, Lond. 

Emulfio 


Eleckuarium e fenna. 














New Names. 
Emulfio communis. Ros Lac amygdalze. Lond. 
Ens veneris. . . Flores martiales, Ed. 
Extracticum catharticum. .’ Extractum.e colocynthide compo« 
fo ATOM. ond. : 
thebaicum. Opium purificatum. Lond, : a 
F. | 
Ferri rubigo. is Ferri limatura preparata. Ed, 
Flores benzoini. Flores benzoes, _ Lond. : 
martiales; Ferrum ammoniacale. Lond. 
“Zincl. | Calx zinci. Lond. Oe 
Fotus communis. Decoctum pro fomento. Lond. 
H. 
Hiera picra. Oe Pulvis aloeticus. Lond. 4 
I. 
‘Infofum amarum fimplex. - Jnfofam gentianes compofitum. L. 
fenne commune. fenn tartarifatum. Lond. 
Julepum e camphora. ee Miftura camphorata. Lond. eg 
€ creta. , cretacéas Mond.) 2). 0. 
e mofcho. : mofchata. Lond.: 
L. 
Laudanum liquidum. ' TinStura thebaica. Ed. oe 
Linimentum album. Unguentum fpermatis ceti. Lond, 
, faponaceum. . Linimentum faponis. Lond. ee 
volatile. — + ammoniz. Lond. ~~ | 
Lixivium faponarium. Aqua kali puri.;-Lond. — 
tartari. kali. Lond. 
M. 2 
be, 
Mel Aigyptiacum. ~ Oxymel zruginis. Lond. — 
-.. rofaceum, Mel rofz. Lond. a 
Mercurius calcinatus. | Hydrargyrus calcinatus. Lond. : 
corrofiviis fublimatus. 4 muriatus, Lond. ~ : 
ruber. ef | nitratus raber. Lond,  ~ 
: dulcis fublimatus. - Calomelas. Lond. 
emeticus flavus. * Hydrargyrus vitriolatus. Lond. 
preecipitatus albus. Calx hydrargyri alba.. Lond. 
Wl crete YODELS 7 _ Mercurius corrofiyns ruber, Edin. 
| : att trum 





Names in former Pharmacopeias. — 


N. 
Nitrum vitriolatum. 


O. 


-Oleum animale. 


petrolei barbadenfis. 


_ terebinthing zthereum: 


Opium colatum. 
Oxymel {cilliticum. 


P. 


Philonium Londinenfe. 
Pilule aromatics. 
cocciz. 
mercuriales. 
\ pacificz. 
—ruft. 


Pulvis e bolo compofitus. 


——-—-—- CUM opio. 
cephalicus. 

Pulvis ¢ ceruffa compofitus. 
Doveri. 
fternutatorius. 


R. 


Rob baccarum fambuci. 
Ss. 


Saccharum faturni. 


Sal abfinrhit. 
ammoniacus volatilis. 


eatharticus glauberi. | 


diureticus. 

marts. 

rupellentis. 

tartar. 

Vitrioli. — 

volatilis falis ammoniaci. 
Species aromatice. 
Spiritus cornu eervi. 


\ 





New Names. 


Kali vitriolatum. Lond. 


Oleum ¢ corubus reétificatum. Ed. 
petrolei. Lond. 
terebinthingzrectificatum.L. 

Opium purificatum. Lond. 

Oxymel fcilla. Lond. 


\ 


Confectio opiata. Lond. 
Pulvis aloeticus cum guaiaco, Lon. 
Pilula ex colocynthide cum aloe. E. 
ex hydrargyro. Edin. 
thebaice. Edin. 
ex aloecum myrrha. Lond. 
Pulvis ¢ creta compofitus. . Lond. 
———— cum opio. Lond, 
fternutatorius. Edin. 
Palvis e ceruffa. Lond. 
fudorificus. Edin. 
afari compofitus. Lond. 


Succus baccz fambuci {piffatus. 
Lond. Ed. 


. Ceruffaa cetata, Lond. 

Sal plumbi, Edin. 

Kali, Lond. 

Alcali volatile ex fale ammoniaco. 
Edin. 
Natron vitriolatum, Lond. 
Soda vittiolata, Edin. 

Kali acetatum. Lond. 

Ferrum vitriolatum ; 

Soda tartarizata. Edin. 

Kali. Lond. 

Zincum vitriolatum. Lond. 

Ammonia. Lond. 

Pulvis aromaticus. Lond. 


_ Liquor yolatilis cornu ceryi. Lond. 


Spiritus 
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Names in former Phgontlg 


Spiritus lavendulz compofitus. — 


nitri dulcis. 


eneefiadeds glauberi. | 

falis ammoniaci. © 

falis ammoniaci cum calce 
Vivo. : 

{alis ammoniaci dulcis, 

falis marini glauberi. 

Vinofus camphoratis. . 


vitriol: dulcis. 


wacom tENUI5; 


volatilis aromaticus. 
foetidus. 
Succi {corbutici. 
Sulphur auratum antimonii. 
Syrupus ex althza. 
e corticibus aurantiorum. 
balfamicus. 
€ meconio. 
rofarum folutivus. 





as 


Tabelle cardialgice, 
Tartarum emeticum. 


regeneratum. 
folubile. 


Vitriolatum. 


Tindura amara. 
antiphthifica. 

aromatica. 
foetida. 
guaiacina volatilis. 
ipecacuanhee. 
japonica. 
martis in fpiritu falis. 
melampodii. 
rhabarbari fpirituofa. 

vinofa. 





3 





Spiritus ammoniz. 


Trochifci e creta. 


New Names. 


- Tinétura lavendulz. Lond. 


Spiritus lavendule. Lond. 
| Spiritus zetheris nitrofi, Lond. 
Acidum nitri vinofum. Edin. 
Acidum nitrofum. Lond. Edin. 
Aqua ammoniz. Lond. — 
Alkali volatile canfticum. Edin. 
Lond. 
Acidum muriaticum. Lond. 
Spiritus camphoratus. Lond. 
Spiritus ztheris vitriolici, Lond. 
Acidum vitriolicum vinofum, Ed. 
Acidum vitriolicum dilutum, L. 
Acidum vitriolicum tenue, Ed.. 


Spiritus ammoniz compofits. L.- 





— foetidus. Lond. 
Succus cochlearize compofitus. Lon. 
Sulphur antimonii preecipitatum. E, 
Syrupus altheze. Lond. ; 
corticis aurantii. Lond. 
tolutanus. Lond. 
papaveris albi. 
rofe. Lend. 


Lond. 
Antimonium tartarifatum. Lond 
Tartarus antimonialis. Edin. 

Alkali fixum vegetabile acetatum. 
Edin. 
Kali tartarifatum. Lond. 
Alkali fixum vegetabile lartari- 

fatum. Edin. 
Kali vitriolatum. Lond. , 
Alkali fixum vegetabile vitriola~ 


tum, Edin. 
Tin@tura gentiane compofita. L. 
 faturnina. Edin. 


cinnamomi compofita. L. 
oy alee foetide. | Lond. 
~ guaiaci. Lond, | 
Vinum ipecacuanhe. Edin. | 
Tindtura catechu. Lond. 
ferri muriati. Lond. 


Tin@ura hellebori nigri. Lond. 
rhabarbari. Lond. | 
Vinum rhabarbari, Lond. 
Tindctura — 


iene) 


Lond. ey 








Names in former Pharmacopeias. — 


Tindtura rofaram. 


| 


facra. 


ftomachica: > 
“‘Trochifei bechici albi. 
nigri. 
Turpethum minerale. . 





v. U. 


Vinum antimoniale. 
-chalybeatum. 
Ungeentant album. 
album. 
antipforicum. 
bafilicum flavum. 
ceroleum. : 


ear 





fortius. | 
mitius. 
€ mercurio precipitate. 








faturninum. 
fimplex. 
ad veficatoria. 





New Names. 


Infufum rofee, Lond. 

rofarum, Edin, 
Vinum aloes, Lond. 
Vinum aloeticum, Edin. 
Tindctura caneaieiin pie: 5: 
Frochifei amyli. Lond 

es plyeyethte® ‘Lond. 

Mercurius flavus. Edin. . 


-. 


Vinum antimonii. Lond. 
ferri. Lond. 
Unguentum cerx. Lond, 
e ceruffa, Edin. 
€ te See Edin. 
refine flav. Lond. 
ex hydrargyro. Edin. 
hyauazyu fortius. Ly 
| -— mitius. Lond. | 
_calcis hydrargyri albee. 
es Lond. 
-cernfle acetate. Lond. 
adipis fuille. Lond. 
eantharidis. Lond. 





ENGLISH 





ENGLISH INDEX. » 
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CETATED ceruffe _ 451 Aloes hepatic | 122° 
. kali ” 39 7 focotorine ib. 
quickfilver 432 Aloetic powder with iron 556 
vegetable alkali 398 with guaiacum ib. 
Acetous acid 376 wine 504 
fermentation 37 Alum ieee 
Acids in general 62 curd . ey EF 
aerial 65 . © burnt ; Ae 
aqua regia 64 purified ab. 
at borax. * ; ib, Aluminoes earth 59 
muriatic. 374 Amalgam oftin | 454 
- nitrous 373 Amber 295 
vinous 476 Amber julep 549 
weak ' 373 Ambergris 125 
of tartar diftilled 377 Ammonia, prepared 387 . 
; of tartar cry{tallized 376 Ammoniacal iron ee, 
elixir of vitriol 402 Ammoniacum milk Cee ae 
vitriolic ; 117 Anemone meadow » 265 
vinous ~ 473 Animal calcareous earths . 59 
weak 5 i: matters in general 54 
. falt of borax 403 oO : 359 7 
julep $39 Angelica ; og 4a 
Aconite, infpiffated j juice of 331 Anife T29a 
Aérial acid 65 Anodyne balfam i eae 
Aether julep $49 liniment — ib. 
fethiops mineral 443 Anticteric fpirit 485 
Affinities 67° Antimonial cauftic 416 | 
Agaric TG. @* powder 417 
female tigi 3a. WIG os 504 
Agrimony ib. Antimony ee 129 
Alder wo ; butter of 416 
Alexiterial water 465 gli, calcined 3734: 413. 
Alkali, fixed foffil purified 387 7 cerufle ok  ==—=——s« 
fixed vegetable purified 381 crocus of 415 
Alkanet 128 - - muriated 416 
All-fpice water 464 nitrated calx © | 414 — 
Almond, bitter 527 . panacea Fer tae 
Almond, fweet 2 ib. . precipitated fulphur 418 . 
Alees, Barbadoes Lio, BOe prepared 318 
caballine, ox hovle =~" <ib. tartarifed 419 
fetid i, vitrified 420 


oe ne 3 vitrified 4am 





626 


_ Antimony, cerated 
- Antiphthifical tincture 


Ants 
Aqua regia 
Ardent {pirit 
Argillaceous earth 
Armenian bole 
Aromatic powder - 
i® fpirit 


volatile 


tincture ~ 
vinegar 
Arfenic 


mineral, folution of 


Artichoke 
Afarabacca 

Ath tree 

Afparagus 
Attractions, tables of 
Avens 


B. ° 


Balm 
water 
Balfam, anodyne 
of canada 
_ of copaiva: 
of Gilead 
of Peru | 
faponaceous 


ee of Tolu 


Parbadoes tar 
Barberry 
Barilla 
Bark, Peruyian 
. Barley _ 

water 
Baths 
Bay sie 
Beans ee 
Bears-foot 


Beet 
Betony 
Benzoine . 
flowers of 
Bezoar ftone 
Birch 
 Bifmuth 


grape whortlebersy_ — 





ENGLISH 





Bue infufion 
{weet . 
wine 

Birthwort . 

Bitumens 

Blacke-herry wat, 

hellebore 

Bleffed thiftle 


- Bloodftone 


Blue bottle 
Bohemian bole 
Bole armenic 
of Blois 
Bones, earth of 
Bougies 
Boxtree 
Buck-bean 
Buckthorn 


- Buglofs 


Burdock 
Burgundy pitch 
Burnt alum 
Burnet faxifrage, 
Batcher’s- broom 
Butter- bur 

Butter of antimony 
Bramble . 
Brooklime 
Broom 


Cc, 


Cabbage 

bark tree 
Cajeput oil 
Calamine, li 
Calamy 


-Caicination . 
Calcined antimony 


quickfilver 
) Ze 
Calomel 
Camphor : 
Camphor - 
"water 


-Camphorated mixture 
Tpirit:, 
fpirit of wine 


“Ir 


194 
159 
319 
154 


Tit 


413 


433 


ass 
438 


46 
156 
466 — 
535 — 
539 
531 


‘undture of opinm 526 


8 Cha- 


~ 


ee ee 











Pine “Page 
Camomile ‘169 China root I7O 
Camomile-flower water 467 Chocolate mits — 33 
-Canella alba 158 Cinereal powder of mercury 433 
Candy carrot 182 “Cinnabar native 172 
‘Caperbufh ~ 160 Cinnamon 173 
Caraway 163 water Az 2 
Cardamom leffer 161 Cinquefoil 249 * 
Carline thiftle 162 Citron ‘6 134 
‘Carmalite water 483 Civet Fé GOO\ is 
Carpobalfam 162 Cloves 143 — 
“Catechy 167 Clove fuly- cur 164 
Cafcarill: 164 Coating of glafles 86 
‘Caffia 166 Cochineal 173 
of the cane 165 Coffee 174 
water 463 Colcothar of vitriol 430 
‘Caftor 166 Coloquintida 175 
oil 347 Colomba IDS 
water 466 Colouring matter of vegetables 5t a 
‘Caffaumunar 166 Colt’s foot , 
Cataplafms 615 Comfrey 
-Cataplafm of cummin , ib. Comminution 
of muftard 616 Common decoétion 
Catmint | 235 Compound balm-water 
‘Cauftic, common ftrongeft 386 decoétion of barley 
milder ib. infufion of gentian 
ley 38.4 -juniper-water 
volatile alkali 359 tincture of aloes 
‘Ceélandine 170 Apirit of annifeed 
‘Centaury, greater - 167 of horferadith 
lefs 168 _ of juniper - 
‘Cerates - 613 Concrete effential oil 
Cerate of acetated litharge 614 Confedtion, aromatic 
of calamine 613 - cordial 
ef cantharides ib. of Damocrates 
for the lips. 615 » .. {aponic 
fimple — 613 | opiate 
of Spanifh flies ib. Conferves i 
of {permaceti 615 Conferve of arum _ 
of foap _ 614 of-chervil. 
of yellow refin ib.’ ofhips am 
Coste glafs of wa 422 of millepedes 
‘Ceruffe 451 of mint 
of antimony 422 of orange-rind 
-Chalk prepared , 319 of rofe-buds ‘Go 
julep 5 AQ of rofes, vitriolated 328 _ 
mixture | 535 a of floes | 
‘Chafte tree | 119 of {quills . 
Cherry erty 168 - of wood-forrel © 
Chervil 169 of wormwood - 
water 466 boc ibe iets 
Kr.2 
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; Page 3 : Page 
Copal 176 Dragon’s blood aad 
Copper 179 Dropwort hemlock 188 
Coral, red 177 Dulcified {pirit of nitre 476 
Coraline 176 s of vitriol 473 
Coriander 177 ae 
‘Coftmary 140. 1 E 

_ Cowhage - 384 o3 . 

- Cowllips 248 Earths 58 
Crab’s-claws 157 Egg, pullet’s 246 
Crab’s-eyes: 158 Elaterium | 339 
Creffes, water . 234 Elecampane 185 
Crocus of antimony 41s Secunry of caffia 580 

: Of iron *" ABE Japonie Pr $8o 

Cry ftallizarion 100 ' lenitive 58 
Cryttalline “i ; ‘60 of manna 582 
Cubebs 2 >= 178 nitrous © 583 
Cummin 179 of fcammony 580 _— 

_ Currants re gag of fenna 58E 
Currant, black 265 terebinthinate 583 

: red * ib. thebaie 5 585. 

infpiffated juice of 333 | Gn 3 ce” 588 
Curfuta aac Cae hee 181 for the gums 582 

Cyperus: > 182 Elder, black : 273 

og toe oe ce hoa ae oe 184 
D = berry, infpiitedjiceof 33x 

: | a ret flower-water © - * | 469 
Dandelion | 294 Se of aloes $10 

Pate 182 of aloes sat rhubarb 527 

_ Deadly nightfhade 144 "of guaiacum pear eee 
Decoctions : 486 ~ * volaule ib. 

: een of barley 491 ot hedging "27% 529 

‘ -of ¢atechu » $02- paregoric. 526 
of elm ° 493 facred © §27 
of hartfhorn 428 of vitriol, acid 530 
of hellebore _ Ag! fweet 531 
of marth-mallews® 488 Elm-tree = 9°: | 304 
of Peruvian a} 490 Emetictatar 419 
of farfaparilla " 492 Hrpion, Arabic. (537 
of feneka — ee 493 oA eCOmingn ab. 
of the woods 20256. _Aimple, oily 3 $39. 
for fomentation. 490 “volatile, oily 21D. 
for glyfters ib, Endive 185 
Depuration —* 99 Engplifh herb mercury 150 
Devil’s bit: / Oe oe Ens veneris 427 

Or a 128 Epithems — : (616 | 

Dill-water* go? Prynge: oe 186 

2 Dittited ‘tos Effentialoils © — 350 

| Diftilled waters) 457 Effential oil of anife Co Be 

fpirits oo. of camomile flowers 364 
‘Dittanyof Crete 133 = caraway- -feeds * 356 


| Dog-rofe ee Oy ee Eee 


{ ; Sa - < 
eA ; Speen a 
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page 
Fifential oil cloves 364 
of cinnamon 305 
of fennel ib. 
of Jamacia pepper 358 
ofjunmiper, | 357 
, of lavender flowers 356 
of mace 465 
of marjoram ib. 
of mint 357 
ofnutmeg | 366 
of orange flins 364 
of origanum a57 
: of pennyroyal ib. 
of peppermint ab. 
of rhodium 365 
of rofemary 357 
of rue. 366 
of faffafras 358 
offavin - ib. 
. of favory 366 
of tanfy ib. 
of vegetables 45 
of wormwood 364 
®uphorbium 186 
Evaporation 104 
Expreffed oils 346 
Expreflion 107 
Exficcation * = ib. 
Extracts, 334 
Extract of aloes 344 
of black hellebore 337 
| of black hellebore 231 
: of broomtops  _ 337 
of cafcarilla _ 341 
of camomile — 337 
| Fauna 338 
of dandelion 344 
of gentian . 337 
>. of the heads of white 
poppies 338 - 
of jalap 341 
; of liquorice ye 
of logwood 339 
of myrrh 345 
of opium 342 
of Peruvian bark 340 
ane With 
the refin. ib. 
ef rue | 939 
ef fayin ib, 








Extract of the feeds of hemlock ee 

of fenna 342 

of wormwood 345 oe 

Extraction 98 8 
Eyebright 187 5 
Farma of, vegeta Miles 50 
Featherfew, wild 227 
Fennel, common i89 

’ ower 236 

water 463 

{weet 189 
Foenugrek _ 19° 
Fermentation eee 
Fern, male 188 
Fie 162 
Figwort 285% 
Fir, Scotch; or common oe ee 


Fire, productions from. vegeta~ 


bles by 

Foetid fpirit of ammonia 
tindture 

Fixed air 

vegetable alkali 
vegetable falts 

Flax purging 

Flag yellow 

Fleawort 

Flowers of falphar, wathed 

Flowers of zinc 





Foxglove 
Frankincenfe 
French bole 
_ lavender 
Fumitory — | 
7 Furnace 
Fufion - ae 
G: 
Galangal ie) 4 
Galbanunt Desa 
Galls” on 
Gamboge aa ibs 
Garden cucumber 178 
Garden clary Cec, ae 
Garlic eae ow EAE 
Gentian 193 
bs | Gerniandes 


Rr3 
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_ Germander: 169 
Ginger , 306 
Ginfeng | 194 
_ Giafs of antimony: (4204 
—Gilauber’s falt : 396. 
| {pirit of nitre 373 
Goats rue 192 
Gold ue 140° 
Golden-rod i 302. 
Golden fulphur of saben Ai8 | 
Gourd 179 
_ Grains of paradife 195 
Gromwell 223 
Ground-ivy 198 
Ground-pine E7O 
Grofs oil of vegetables. 44 
Guaiacum 196 
Guinea-pepper . S50 
Gam ae. 7 47 
ammoniac,.the prepara- 
tion of 310) 
ammoniac 126. 
Arabic 196 
Arabic tree - F15 
elem1 185 
kino| 215 
lac SO 216 
maftich’ _ 227 
refin - 3 48 
: tragacanth® 197 
Gypfeous earth 60 
Hartfhorns ay! eh fee 
Martfhorn, burning of 320 
Harts-tongue 222 
‘Hedge-muftard Oe eos) 
Hemlock ‘ 171 
dropwort = 240 
inf} piflated j juice of 332 
Hemp: 159. 
| agrimony 186 
Henbane : toe 
_ Herbs, drying of B20 
_ Hermoda&yl - 200 
Hips . | r8r 
Hog’ s lard. : 118 
“oe | prepared 4c 319 
Hotiey | ee 
parifying ie Ss eel 
foe Co ae oe 
\ Re ea 0) ee 
et 7 : 
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Hops » 224 
Horfe-chefnut 200. 
Horehound, white 226 
Horferadifh 263 
Houndftonrue 181 
Hyflop 209 

hedge 195 
water 468 
Hy pocy ftis. ‘ 209. 
i. 
Imperfect metals 65 
Indian leaf 22 
pink 284 
root 262 
Infufions 486 
Infufion of rhubarb: 497 
of rofes’ ib, 
of Peruvian bark ~~ sor 
of tamarinds with fenna 496- 
Infpiffated juices 330. 
Ipecacuan peg © Coat 
Iron Fo coin & 

fillings-of, purified. 323 
Ifinglafs.  * 210 
Ivy 197 
Jae by the pele 120 
jalap " 209 
Jamaica pepper 256 

| Japan-earth: 210 
Japonic tincture 516: 
Jeffamin 210 
Jerufalem oak ror 
Juices 228 . 
Jujubes 214 
Juniper 268 * 
Kali, pure water of. 383 
Kermes grains 214 

mineral 423 
Kino, gum ah 
Lac, gum. 216 
Ladanumn 217 
Ladies bed-ftraw 192. 
mantle _ 320 
fmock 165 
: Laudanum,, 
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Laudanum, liquid 525 Marjoram, wild 246 
Lavender 218 _ {weet B98 4G 
Lead 258 Marfhmallows — 124 
Leimnian earth _ ¥49 Martial sethiops 430 
Lemon AES flowers : 427 

peel water 465 Mafterwort | 210 
infpiflated juice of © 333 Maftich, Syrian herb 226 
Lentifc tree 219 May-lily water | 468 
Leopards-bane 132 Mayweed a 177 
Lettuce, garden | 217. Meadowfweet ~~ 304 
{trong fcented ib. Meafures ‘ot 
Liily-white 221 Mechoacan 227 
white water 239 Medicated honeys 552 
of the valley, 222 Medlar tree 230 
Lime tree 297 ‘Melampodium 199 
Lime with pure kali | . 386 Melilot . ae 228 
water | 498 Melon 229 — 
Linctus lenient 583 Mercury | 208 
Liniments 60I herb | | 230° = 
. Liniment of ammonia 608 acetated | | 432 
ftronger 609 "calcined | 433. 
Linfeed 222 cinereal ib. 
-Liquid amber ib. with chalk 434 
laudanum $25 _ ‘Muriated 435 
Liquorice 194 mild muriated  =—_440 
| *Uitharge 223 nitrated 441 
Liverwort, eryngo leaved: 220 Plenck’s folution 448 
af-coloured ground 219 purified 432 
Lobelia © 223 red precipitate 441 
Logwood 220 red fulphurated = 446 | 
Lopez root 262 fublimate A35 2 
Lovage : : 219 ——-—« folution 438 
Lunar cauflic Aaa fimple folution — 448 
pills “426 - fweet ee 
Lungwort, {potted 261 with falphur 443 
Lupines, white 224 white calx 442 
Lutes | 96 white precipitate = ib. | 
: = Vitriolated — 446 
M. ; yellow is 
| # Metals in general 60 
Mace | 224 Mezereon 230 
Madder | 266 Milk AIS 
Magnefia alba 59 Mild qortated sigh ives ee 
alba 405 Milfoil : 
a calcined 407 Minerals in general 
Maidenhair | 298 Mineral acids 
Mallow 225 calcareous earths 
Mandrake . ib. Yous 
Manna Sle 226 . Miffeltoe 
Marigold eas 155 Mithridate J 


Rr 4 Moneywort. _ 
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Moneywort 238 Oil of eggs 348 
_ Monkthood 117 of flax-feed Baas 
~ Motherwort 3 oe of foffil tar 358. 
Mother of thyme. 283 of harthhorn _ 390 
Mucilage of gam Arabie 493 of muftard-feed iin BAT 
of gum tragacanth 494 _ of turpentine 359 
of ftareh 493 of.wax 366 
ve. ei quince-feed ;. . 494 of wine 363 | 
‘Muewort e 136 Ointments : 60r. 
M: Iberry a g38 “Egyptian 609 
Mallein. ‘i eo anodyne a a 
~ Mariatic acid 374 antipforie 607 
Mariated antimony f 416 bafilicon ib. 
: quickfiver. 435 | blue 605 
Mafk | 232 © » digeftive 610 
mixture pike epifpaftic 603 
feed 114 ; for cancers 610 
Muftard . 297 for the hzemorrhoids. ib. 
_ feed 483 - Mervine 2 ab, 
Matton-fuet prepared 319 of acetated cerufle 604 
Myrrh 233 of calx of zinc 602 
Myrobalans | ib. of ceruffe. 604 
_ Myrtle 234 - of elder © 607 
aan ee. of elemi 604 
WN. . of hog’s-lard 602 
: | of infufionefcantha- 
Natron, prepared 387 rides 603 
_ Navew, fweet » B34 of nitrated quick- 
Nephritic wood . 235 a filver 
Nettle 2 304 of  qatickfilver, 
, dead 218 : ftronger 605 
Nitrated calx of antimony 414 weaker _ ib. 
filvery. 424 of Spanifh flies 603 
= quickfilver 44% _ of fpermaceti — 607 
© Nitre. 236 of fulphur Ao Dy 
purified 306 of ftorax 61r 
Nitrous acid (373 of tar 606 
Oke diluted - ib. of tobacco 61r 
Noble liverwort 900 of tutty ” 608 
Nutmeg “ 238 _of verdegris 602 
_ Nux vomica 239 of white calx of 
a igs qiticki: Iver ib. 
Koy ae of white hellebore 604 
| ut of yellow refin 607 
a6 faturnine. = . 604 
. an 138 oe fimple. + 4 ne OS + 
Ochre, yellow os 239 : i fimple ; ae 602 
Oil of almonds gay ao. Sepparative. 4. O12 
i amber 460, 378 e se See Ware. 2: sa 603 
' efchocolate-enuts -— ion a 604 
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‘Ointment yellow 606 Pills of corrofive fublimate = 577 
‘Olibanum 240 of elaterium 576 
Olive ib, of gamboge 577 
Onion i 168 foetid 576 
Opium 241 ~ ‘of gums 573 
Opopanax 242 ~ of jalap $74 
Orange curaffoa | 539 of opium ) ib. 
Seville 1b. pacific ib. 
peel water 465 Plummer’s | ib. 
Oris florrentine 233 of quickfilver 573 
Orchis | 278 of {quills 575 
Oxymel of garlic 554. ftomachic ib, 
of meadow faffron §53 of tar 578 
of {quills * 3b, thebaic — 574 
of verdegris ib.) Piflechio net: 9 9 4 239 
pectoral 554 Plantain 258 
fimple ib. Plafters | 592 
Oyfter thells 296 Plafter of ammoniacum with | 
quick filver $93 
Pp; ; antihyfterie - 5905 
: : biftering 593 
Palma chrifti 255 blue 597 
Palm-tree te gay of Burgundy sk ib. 
Panacea of antimony 423 cantharides © $92 = 
Paregoric elixir  §26" common 596 
Pareira brava | 248 ~ of corrofive fablimate _&0e 
Parfley | 255 for corns | 
Parfneps 249 of cummin 
Peach tree ib. ~ of deadly nightade 
Pearl afhes — | oe 26@ defenfive : 
Pellitory of Spain | 262 of Foenugrek 
of the wall 249 foetid 
Pennyroyal 261 of Frankincenfe 
water 464 ef hemlock 
peony 246 of henbane 
Pepper, long 27 of ladanum 
Peppermint 229 of litharge 
water 453 with gum 
Perfeé& metals i 60 with mer- 
Peruvian bark Mee -3250 cury 
Pharmaceutical operations 94 with refin 
! apparatus 73 mercurial 
Pilewort 170 of mucilages 
Pills zthiopic Lwa of pitch 
of aloes ib. faponaceous 
- With myrrh ib. fodp | 
Bacher’s 576 fticking 
- common : 572 ftrengthening 
ef colocynth with aloes “ib. of wax 
ef copper ib Polypody 
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Page 
Pomegranate 195 Preparations of antimony 
Poplar, black 259 of iron 
Poppy, white . 247 Prepared kali 
; red : 248 Preparations of lead 
Potafhes ; ay of mercury 
Potafh, Rofian «172 of filver 
Powder, Aloetic 556 of fulphar 
with iron ib. of zinc 
with guaiac ib. Primrofe 
anthelmintic » 562 Prune 
aromatic " 557 Pufi-ball 
of arum, compound 563 Pulps, extraction of 
of afarabacca 557 Pure kali 
cephalic ib. Purification of white vitriol 
of ceruffe ib. Purified opium ° 
of chalk 558 fal ammorsac 
with opium 559 Purflane | 
of contrayerva §58 Putrefactive fermentation 
“sof crab’s claws; - 1b. ) 
-digeftive 564 Q. 
of Dover 559 
_ dyfenteric 564 Quafly 
{edative 565 Quick grafs 
of fenna, compound 562 Quicklime 
fponge 565 Quickfilver 
fternutatory 1557 with chalk 
ityptic SOR. ad purified 
fudorific 559 Quince P 
tin 453 
of tragacanth, com- Rn. 
pound 562 | 
fumigation SGA Rail ins 
- for infants Rafpberry 


of ipecacuan com- 
pound 559 

of jalap, compound, ib. 

againft the bite of a 





mad dog . 563 

of myrrh, compound 560 

nitrous eas 

7 opiate 560 
eee Peruvian purging 565 
- of {cammony 560 


with aloes 561 . 
with calo- 


ay mel” ib. 
> Precipitation 9) ek tees 
: Beg eos fulphur’ shut Me Ako 
ae ie ope he 


mony = 418 


Red corrofive mereury 
precipitate mercury 
lead 
fulphurated quickfilver 

Reétified oil of amber. 

oil of turpentine 

Refined liquorice | 

Regenerated tartar 

Refin 

Refins 

Reft harrow 

Rhubarb 

wine 

Rhododendron 

Rhapontic 

Rice’ 

Rice water 
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ca Page Page 
‘Rob of elder berries 331 Saunders, red 175 
‘Rocket oe yellow ib. 
‘Rock-oil 254 Savin water 469 
Rochelle fale 401 Savory, fummer 278 
Rofe damafk. 265 Scabious 279 
red . ib. Scales of iron purified 323 
Rofemary 266 Scammony 279° 
Rofe water 465 Scorbutic juices 330 
wood ~ 221 Scurvy-grafs, ay: 174 
Rue 267 fea ab, 
Rupturewort 200 Scots ISI 
Roft of iron 428 compound juice 
: prepared 328 | of 329 
Sea colewort . 151 
Se mofs 176- 
Sacred elixir 527 Sebeftens 81 
tincture go4 Self-heal 260 
Saffron: 178 Semi-metals 6r 
baftard 163 Seneka 281 
meadow 174 Senna 282 
Sagapenum : | 269 Shavings of tron prepared 428 
Sage 273 Shepherd’s purfe 152 
water 470 Silefian earth 149. 
sao 269 Silver 131 
St John’s wort 208 Simarouha 283 
Saline aromatic fpiric | 538 Simple diftilled waters AST! 
julep §40 infufion of fenna 495 
matter * 48 © mereurial folution 448 
Sal ammoniac 270 {pirit of lavender 480 
polychreft 395 ‘Skerret, creeping 283 
Salts 270 Slaters vw aoe. 
Salt,. fixed vegetable akalli , preparation of Gores. 
purified 384 Sloe / 260 
of amber 360 Smallage ee 
of amber | 378 Snake-weed Z vo 
purified ib. Sneezewort , 268. 3 
of hartfhorn 272 Soap, white, Spanith, 296 
of hartfhorn: : 390 ‘common, foft qb. 
of lead 451 blaek ditto ib. 
of milk: 402 Soapwort : ar” 
of filver | 424 Soda 42 
of forrel 402 Solomon’s feal 176 
of fteel 429 Soluble tartar aa ZOOL ae 
of tartar _ 380 Solution | re 94 
pee 272 of corrofive fublimate 438 
‘Sanicle 7 295 . Sortel  -—m16 
Saponaceous balfam: $39 Wood? 27’ oe 
Safaparilla | 27% Sonthernwood ©. Bs eee 
Saflafras. 278 Sowbread qe cy Cais 
Sauce alone 120 Spanith flies Pg es, 
Saunders,. white 275 Spearmint : 229 
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Spearmint water 
Speedwell, male 
Spermaceti_ 
Spignel 
’ Spikenard 
Spirit of ammonia 

| compound 
fuccinated 

anticteric 

aromatic A 

of caraway 

of cinnamon 

of hartthorn 

of lavender 

ef mindererus ae 

of nitrous zther | 

ef nutmeg | 

of orange-peel 

of penny-royal 

of peppermint 
of pimento 

of rofemary 

of fal ammoniac 


ef fal ammoniac with 


quicklime ” 
ef fea falt 
of fcurvy-grafs. 
ef fpearmint 
of vitriol, weak 
ef vitriolic ether 
:  com- 
pound 
ef wine, rectified 
proof 
_ Spirituous caraway water 
cinnamon water _ 


Jamaica pepper water 484 


nutmeg water 

‘ peppermint water 
Sponge 
aor burning of ~ 
 Squilk * 
vinegar 
Sguills, drying of 
Stayelacre <r 
Steel . 
comfits. 
Stinking orach — 

 Stromachie elixir ie 


499 


2°N 67-4 


Page 
404 
301 
284 
230 
234 

477 | 
538 
ib. 
485 
ib. 
479 
ib. 
285 
380 
399 
476 
481 
48 5 
482 
4°0 
481 

482° 
8 


481 
480 
287° 
222 
280 


325 


"288 
aey 


eb ae 


: 138 
.,. 520 


& # 
Sali Page 
Storax 289 
liquid 290 
purification of g2%. 
Strawberry water 468 
bufh S198 
Sublimate corrofive meretry 435 
Sublimation » 8 Tob 
Succinated fpirit of ammonia 538 
Sugar | 268 
candy ib. 
of lead 457— 
of milk 402 
Sulphur 201 
wort _ 256 
Salphnrated kali 409 
oil ib. 
petroleum ib. 
Sumach, common 292 
Swallow wort 301 
Sweet-fcented flag 154 
mercury ~ 438 
Syrup, acid 550 
alkaline ib. 
of almonds 55r 
of balfam of Tolu 548 
- balfamic ) 549 
of black currants 546 
of buckthorn 548 
of cinnamon ~ 55r 
of clove july-flower 544 
of colchicum ib. 
emetic 5357 
of garlic 550 
of ginger ib. 
of lemon-juice 545° 
of marfhmallow 543 
of mulberries 545 
of orange-peel ib. 
of quickfilver 55r 
of rafpberries 545 
of red poppies 546 
of rofes, pale. ib. 
| dry ib. 
fimple. 548 
of {quills | ib, 
of vinegar me 4S. 
of violets es. 54S" 
of white poppies 546 ~ 
! _  ‘Faéha- 
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T, Page 
: page Tincture of iron 519 
Tachamabaca 293 of muriated iran} 518 
Table of effential oils 369 japonic 516 
of mercurial preparations 202 of jalap 522 
| Talky earth 60 of ipecacuanha 507 
.Tamarinds 293 of gum kino §22 
Tanfy 7 “ib. ef lac 533 
ear 258 of lavender, com- i 
water 50% pound ib. 
Martan’ < 294 of mufk | «524 
T artarifed antimony AIg of mytrh / ib. 
kali 400 of nux vomica 534 
| iron 428 of opiuin 524 
| natron 40E camphora- 
infufion of fenna 495 ted 526 
foda 401 of Peruvian bark 517 
vegetable alkali ie goe |  60iie =: | 
Zea & 296 pound 518 
-Thebaic tin@ture 524 of quaflia 533 
Theriaca of Andromachus 587, of rhubarb 526 
‘Thorn-apple 289 compound 527 
adbyme ~ 297 of rhubarb, bitter ib. 
Tincal 150 . Seek 
Tinctures 509 of rofes 407 
$4 Of aloes 5190 of faffron 518 
of amber 534 of favin, compound §28 
of antimony 532 of fenna 529 
antiphthifical 528 compound gid, 
aromatic 512 of {nake-root ib. 
of aflafoetida ib. of foot 520 
of balfam of Peru 512 of {quills 528 
of Toli 513% thebaic 524 
benzoine, pee eee ib. of valerian 530 : 
bitter 520 volatile. -— 1k, 
of catechu 510 a of white hellebore ib. 
of cantharidegs ie of wormwood 510 
of cafcarilla $15 Toad flax 232 
of caftor,compound 516 Tobacco 236 
of cardamom 514 wine 508 
of cardamom, com- Tormentil age 
pound 515 Traumatic balfam 513 
ef cinnamon 516 Troches of magnefia 509 | 
compound 517 black pectoral 4 567. = 
of galbanum 520 with o- 
of gentian, compound ib, opium 568 
Of colomba — : ib, of catechu 569 
of guaiacum — 521 of chalk GIO 
colocynth e23 of liquorice © 567 
of black hellebore AD 2 of nitre 568 
ib. —s white pectoral . 567 


ef copper volatile 


Troches 
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| Page 
‘Troches of red lead 569 
of ftarch 567 
of fulphur 568 
Turmeric 180 
, Tarbith 299 
| mineral 446 
ig dicine 294 
cyprus 295 
Venice ib. 
Strafburgh ae 
" common ib. 
‘Fatty 299 
V. 
Valerian wild 300 
Vegetables, general properties 33 
Vegetable earth 42 
 Wenice treacle 587 
- Verdegris 118 
« Meftels 88 
Wane 303 
Vinegar 116 
7 concentrated 376 
diftilled B75 
of colchicum Sor 
of litharge 500 
» of rofes ib. 
of fquills 499 
Vinous acid of nitre 476 
fermentation. 36 
 fpiritof fal ammoniac 477 
oh ~ vitriolic acid 473 
Violet 302 
Viper a. ib. 
Viper’s grafs 280 
Virgins bower 189 
Virginian fnake-root 283 
Vitrified antimony 420 
~ Vitriol, white 
blue t cigs 
| green 304 
Vitriolated kali 394 
: iron 429 
natron 396 — 
quickfilver 446 
toda. 396 
-pepartar 394 
vegetable alkali ib. 
Vitriolic ethereal liquor ATS 
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: Page 
Vitriolic acid ° 17 
acid diluted 372 
elixir of aloes: 511 

Volatile alkali from falammo- 
flac <4 388 
. liquor of hartfhorn 390 
Wakerobin 3436 
- Wall-flower 170 
~Wall-ftone-pepper, or crop 281 
Walnut 214 
Water-dock 206 
germander 280 
pepper ; 249 
ef acetated litharge 453 
of acetated litharge 59% 
- of acetated ammonia. 399 
aerated | 378 
of alum, compound 590 
of ammonia — 387 
of pure ammonia 389 
of ammoniated copper 49% 
of kali © 383 
faphire, coloured 59r 
ftyptic 4b. 
of vitriolated zine ib. 
vitriolic 592 
Wax, bees yellow 168 
white oe uy 
Weights — gt 
Wheat 298 
White calx of quickfilver 443 
chalk 177 
dittany RES? 
hellebore te 198 
lead 450 
lily-water 468 
inagnefia | 405 
a Mittigh ©). ee 455 
Whortle- waar 305 
Wild carrot 182 
cucumber 179 
fuccory | 171 
Willow. ‘ 273 
Wine 2 . 308 
Wines, eee 503 
Wine of aloes ib. 
of antimony 504 
. of antimonial tartar 505 
Wine 


Seas aes Hea 


- ‘Wine of ipecacuanha 
of iron 


of millepedes Ry 


of rhubarb 

of tarrarifed antimony 

of tobacco — 

of zedoary 

~ ‘Winter's bark 

- Winter cherry 

- Wolffbane, large blue 
infpiflated juice of 

Wood- foot 


Db \B <x, 
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BELMOSCHUS 
Abies 
Abrotonum 
Abfinthium maritimnum 
vulgare 
Acacia Vera — 
Acetofa 
Acetum aromaticum 
colchici — 
concentratum 
diftillatum — 
lythargyri 
rofaceum 
{cillae 
{cillaticum 
Vint * 
Achilles millefolium - 
ptarmica 
Acidum acetofum © 
muraticum 
nitri vinofum ° 
nitrofam te 
——— dilutum 
———-— ftenue 


s 
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page page 
507 Wormwood, common IIS 
506 fea ib. 
ay Wormfeed 276 
ib. 
505 ya tag) os 
508 
ib. Yellow mercury’ 446 
305 
120 Zz. 
117 oe a 
331 Zedoary 306 
Igor Zinc ib, 
iN Dk 
pase er Pat ve 
It4 Acidum tartari cryftallizatam, ae. 
ib. tartari diftillatum 377 
ib. vitriolicum ee fo, 
115 — dilutum 372 
ib. —~ tenueae * ab, 
ib. —— =vinofam aes 
116 Aconitum ae es 
500, napellus ib. 
50x Acorns calar 154 
3976 1 \deps failla” Ags 
375 .Adipis fuilla preparatio mate 
500 /Erugo cn eS 
ib. AXfculus hippocaftanum 200 
499 ‘ther vitriolicus “474 
ib, Aithiops martialis 430 
136 mineralis 443 
231 Athofa meum 230 
261 Agaricus 1g 
376 chirurgornm 11g 
374 Agnus caftus _ qb. 
476 Agrimonia De 
eae eupatoria ee 
ib. Alcali fixum vegetabile aceta- , 
274 @ tum » 398 
Alcali 








LA 


G4e 
page 
Alkali fixum vegetable tartari- 
~ zatum 400 
Vitriola- 
tum, 394 
Alcali volatile caufticum 389 
| —— ex falea@mmoniaco 388 
-  Alchemilla — 120 
vulgaris ib. 
Alcoho 47t 
Alkekengi_ $20, 
Alliaria ial Ds 
Alum 121 
cepa 168 
fativam 121 
Alnus 122 
Mioee  3 ib. 
* Barbadenfis ib. 
caballina 123 
_ hepatica 122 
‘perfoliata ib. 
- focotorina ib. 
Althea I24 
officinalis ib. 
Alamen ib. 
uftum Gol 
Almuminis purificatio - sib, 
Ambra ambrofiaca 125 
Ambragrifea Os 
Amomnom granum paradifi 195 
cardamomum | 161 
- zingiber 306 
Anan oun gumini 126 
Ammoniaci gummi purificatio 319 
Ammonia preeparata 387 
- Amygdala amara se 127 
duleis aS 
Amygdalus comunis — ib 
= Penica 249 
Amyris elemifera 185 
gileadenfis 14 
gileadenfis 162 
Anchola _ 128 
officinalis Ig2 
tinctoria | 128 
Andropogon nardus 234) 
Anemone pratenfis 261 
Anethum 128 
foeniculum — ‘. 189 
—var. B, “ib. 
- graveoless 128 


Anifam 


T iON 


An gelica 
: archangelica 


Anthemis cotula 
nobilis 
_ pyrethrum 
Antimonium 
calcinatum 
muriatum 
(praparatum 
tartarifatum 
Vitrificatum 
Antirrhinum linare 
Apium | 
eraveolens 
petrofellinam 
Aqua aeris fixi 
alexiteria 
aluminis compofita 
ammoniz 
ammonize acetate 
-ammonie pure - 
anethi 
calcis 
carmelitana 
camphora 
carvi fpirituofa 
caflize lignee 
caftorei 
cerafl 
- cerefolli 
~ chamomille: florum 
-cinnamomt 
wanna fpirituofa 
_ corticis aurantiorum 


(2 ————= limoniorum 
- .._- ¢ulpri ammoniati 


diftillata 

_ foeniculi 
fragorum | 
hy flopi 
Janiperi compofita 
kali- 
kali. puri 
lythargyri acerati 


apceerere ee semana com poe 


fita | 
liorum alborum 
remem convallium 


“ 







# at meliffe 
menthe piperitidis 











b> tuofa : 

Lé fativae = 464 

-- nucis mofchate fpirituofa 481 

la picea SOI 

|: pimento 464. 
* -piperis Jamaicenfis {piti- 

 tuofa ASI 

at: pulegii 464 

i FORE : 465 

Sowute 469 

~ fabine ib. 

-. fapharina Sor 

-. falvize 470 

<« f{ambuci 469 

ftyptica 59% 

- Yitriolica $92 
-zinci vitriolati cum cam- 

phora 


Rrabicum gummi 
Arétium lappa 





Argentum 
Is vivum fo) 
as nitratum A2z 
A riftolochia YT: 
clematis 132 
2T0 longa 131 
ir rotunda 132 
“oP ferpentaria 282 
DEN tenuis 132 
hpmica ib. 
montana y ib: 
Arfenicum 
Arthanita 136 
Artemifia ib, 
abrotanitm II4 
—abfinthium 115 
Auftriaca 276 
maritima T15 
fantonicum 276 
-.  - vulgaris 136 
rom ib. 
~  maculatum ab. 
Arundo facharifera 268: 
Kfafoetida 137 
Afarom ib. 
__ Enropzeunt 
piclepias vincetoxicum \ 








xt Bdellium 


' Belladonna 
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Page 
_Afparagus officinalts 138 
“Afplenium {colopendrium 223 
- trichomames 298 
Athamanta cretenfis 182 
Atriplex foetida 138 
Atropa belladonna 144 
mandrayora 225 
Aurantia curaflavenfia 139 
Aurantium Hifpalenfe ib. 
Auram 140 
Avena 138 
fativa — ib, 
Axungia porcina 118 — 
B. 
Balfamita oa 140 
Balfamum anodynum $32 
Canadenfe 140 
copaiva ib. 
Gileadenfe I4t 
Pernvianum ‘142 
rakafiri 143 
faponaceum a 632 
ae Tolutanum 8 Y¥a42 
| oe trdumaticum 512 
Bardana — 142 
Barilla 


Becabunga 


Benzoe 
Berberis 





3 Betonica e; 
~~ officinalis ib. 
y Betula — te Tay. 
ROE a ap ‘die 
, ee, alnus, 122 
Bezoar 147 
Bifmtthum r4e 
native ib. 
Biftgpas ib, 
» Bitumen petroleum eo ae 
Boletus igniarins be EPO! 
pini laricis ie ye le, 





Bolus Blefenfis 
Behemica 
Gallica 

Bonus Henricus: 

Borago 

officinalis 

Borax 

Botrys 

Braflica 

eruca 
marina 
napus 
oleracea 

Bryonia 

alba 

Bubon galbanum 

Bugloflum 

Burfa paftoris 

~ Butyrumantimon 

Buxus 

fempervirens 


- C. 
Cacao 
Cajeput 
Calaminaris lapis 


praeparata _ 


Calamus aromaticus 


Calculus capree bezoardicee 





officinalis 


oe 


i Calbmelas 


Calx antimonii nitrata_ a: 


hydrargyri — 
cum kali puro 
viva 
zinc 
Cambogia gutta 
Camphora “a 
Cancer pagurus 
aftacus 
Cancrorum chelze 
~ calculz 
*e @ Tapilli 
~  oculi 
Canella alba 
Cannabis 
: fativa 
Cantharis | 





* 


Ae 
‘Page 
I 49 











I N. 


_Cappatis 
ae Sipinots 
Capfieam® ‘annuum 
Cardamine 
pratentis 
Cardamomum minus 
Cardiaca 
Carduus benedictus 





lapidis calaminazis 
_ Hithargyri acetatt 
— refine lavas 











ib. Carica 
185 Carlina 
27 on acaulis 
234 Carpobalfamum 
¥54  Carthamus 
res . tinctorius ib, 
ib. Caruon ib. 
19t Carum carvi ib. 
152 Caryophyllata _ 364 
ib, Caryophyllum rubrum ib. 
416 aromaticum 163 
153 Caryophyllus aromaticus me ab. 
ib. Cafcarilla 164 
Caflia fiftularis 1655 
fifiula ib. *. 
lignea 3665 
»fenna 282 
ba Caffitnunar 160 
154 Caftoreum 166 — 
319 Caftor fiber — ib. 
154 Cataplafma cummini 615 
147 finapeos- 616 
B55 Catecha 167 
b.  Caufticum antimoniale 416 
communeacerrimum 386° 
mitius 
= lunare Fao 
6 Centaurea benedicta 
5 centaureum? gi s})i: 
iy cyanus. ried 
192 Centaurium. major 
156 minus 
157 Cepa 
tb. Cera flava 
4b. alba 
ib. Ceraflus 
ab. Cerata 
ab. Ceratum canthridis 
. dabiale : 








‘ Page Page 
Ceratum faponis 614 Colchicum antumnale 174 
fim plex 612 Colocynthis 175 
| fpermatis ceti § 615 Colomba ib. 
| Cerei medicati: ib. Coluber berus 202 
| Cerufla | 451 Confedctiones 584 
acetata ib. Confectio aromatica ib. 
antimoni — 422 cardiaca 585 
ae " 187 Damocratis 586 
Chamezdrys | 169 Japonica 582 
Chamemelum ib. opiata 585 
Chamepithys 170 Conium maculatum 17k 
Cheiranthus cheiri “3b.- Confervee 324 
- Cheiri ; ib. Conferva abfinthii martimi 325 
Chelidonium majus_ ib. ari 326 
minus ib. cynofbati 327 
Penovadion bonus henricus 150 flavediniscorticumau- 
: botrys 151 rantiorum 326 
| vulyaria 138 foliorum cerefolii 327 
China 170 lujulze 325) 
Cichoreum I7I _folioram menthz vul- 
: intybus ib. garis 326 
endivia 185 millepedarum 327 
Cicuta pruni fylveftris ib, 
Cinara rofarum vitriolata 328 
{colymus ; ab. 3a rola rubra 326 
Cineres clavellati — ib, Confolida : 176 
clavellati 269 Contrayerva ib, 
_Cinchona officinalis 250 Convallaria ib. 
Cinnabaris 172 polygonatum ore 
Cinnamomum 173 Convolvulus jalappa _ 209 
‘Citrullus ib. mechoachanna 227 
: ib. fcammonia —s-2.79 
“al 139 foldanella I5Ek 
ce Anedléa 1732 _ turpethum 229 
medica 222 -Copaifera balfamum 140 
Ciffampelos pareira 248 Copal 176 
Clematis recta 189 Corallina ib. 
Coccinella se ae officinalis ib, 
- Coceus cacti. ib. Cordia myxia 285 
querci 214 Coriandrum . 177 
Gechlearia hortenfis _ 174 fativum ib. 
a officinalis tb, Conan cervl ib. 
marina ib, ~ uftio ‘ 32 
An glica ib. Corvaliiuma rubrum s 177 
re armorica 263 Creta : 1D. 
Coffea : 174 preeparata 319 
~ Arabica ib. Crocas 173 
erie aluminis - 616 fativus ib. 
Colcothar vitrioli . 430 antimonii 415 
Colchicum 174 martis aperiens 43% 
ce . oo eee Cro- 





~~ 


H 


G44 Ao te 1 N 
Page 
Croton cafcarilla. 464 Decodtum pro enemate 
laccifernm 216 © : fomento 
Cotula foetida 197 farfaparillae 
_ Cubeba 178 compofitum 
— Cucumis ib. fenekze 
agreftis. 479 ulmi 
‘colocynthis -175 Dianthus caryophillus — 
hortenfis 178 Dictamnus albus _ 
melo 929 creticus 
: fativus ib. Digitalis 
Cucurbita ib. purpurea 
lagenaria ib. Doliclros 2 
 citrullus. 173 pruriens 
Cumminum 179 Dorftenia contrayerva 
+e cyminum ib. Pee aiare 
Cuprum ib. 
nativum ib. E 
Curcuma 180 : 
ve longa ib. 
Curfuta 181 Ebulus 
‘Cyanus | ib. Elateriam 
Cycas circinalis © 269 Electuaria 
Cyclamen Europzum 136 EleGtuarium cardiacum 
—Cydoniam malum 187 ~ * diacaffia 
Cynogloffus _ ab. é caflia 
officinalis Ds e manna 
Cynofbatus ib. e fenna 
Cyperus 182 ¢ fcammonia 
longus. ib. gingivale 
es hypociftis 209 japonicum 
. ie joviale 
Mee dice, lenitivum 
eer cat ; nitrofum | 
Daftylos. 182 > terebinthinatum 
Daphne. etm. ae Been : thebaicum 
 Dataraftramonium = 28) o Flemi 7 
Daucus | 182 Elixir aloes os 
‘. carota ib. exaloeetrheo 
creticus ib, guaiacinum | 
ce fylveftris | ib. . volatile — 
Decocta ; 436 facrum 
aioe althex 488 paregoricum 
~ eatechu 502 proprietatis 
commune 490 Vitriolicuin 
cornu cervi 488 ftomachicum _ 
corticis Peruyiani 490 Vitrioli acidum 
helebori ROE dulce. 
pehorder 453 Emplaftra 
sal compolitum ” adhefivam — 
saneesee | aie aptih yhericum 
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499° 
ib. 
492 
ib. 
493 


ew: os x 645 
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Emplaftrum ad clavos pedum 599 Eupatorium cannabinum 186 
ainmoniaci cum Euphrafia i 187 
hydrargyro 593 officinarum ib. 

* cantharidis ib, Extracta 3h. | 
cere | 594 Extractam abfinthii M348 oe 
cereum Aes | aloes aquofiun ib. 
coernleum 597 cacuminis geniftee 337 
commune — 596 capitum papaveris. 
corrofivum 600 ; albi 238 
eummini  5O4 7 cafcarillee ao 348 
de belladonna '!599 chamemeli = 337 
defertiivam 598 colocynthidis ¢om- 
€ conio 599, pofitum = 338 
efoenugreco 600 — corticis Peruviani 340 
e hydrargyro ae cum refina ib. 

e mucilaginibus 600 gentiang 337 
ex hyofciamo ib. glychyrhizee ib. 
foetidum 595 hellebori nigri. ib. 
gummofum 596 jalappee 34T 
hydrargyri cum ligni campechenfis 339 
refina 507 myrrhe gummofum 345 
‘ Jadani age pulfatille nigricantis3 38 
lithargyri ib. rute 337 
cum gummi 596 fabinze iby. 
cum hydrar- = feminum cicutae 338 — 
‘ me gyro = ib, fenna hee ae 
piceum 600 eee 344 
picis Burgundice 597 ee 
roborans 598 i i ee 
faponis ib. Faba ee 189 . 
faponaceum ib, FPerula.afafoetida 939 - 
thuris ib. Ferrilimatura preparata = 428 
veficatorium.: 593 : “purificata == 323 
Emulfio Arabica 537 a rubigo : 428 mene 
~s communis ib. Aquame purificate = gage 
oleofa fimplex $39 Ferrum 187 
volatilis ib. ammoniacale ee 
Endivia x85 -——Sstartarifatum a ge 
Ens veneris gee ve Vitriolatum 42g 
Enula campana ' 4185 Fiens carica 762 
Epithemata 615 Filipendula 6-783 
Eruca ; 185 .Filix ie 
Eryngum 186 Flamula jovis 1. oe 
maritimutm ib. “Flores benzoes re 379 
Eryfimum 3 ib. Florum exficcatio Os ae 
) officinale ib. Flores martialis aay 
alliaria 136 falphuris loti “Aer 
Euphorbium 186 zinci 455 
Euphorbia officinarum) ib. Foeniculam 189 


Eupateriam C1) dulce © : ib. 
an Ss 3 Feeniculum 
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Foeniculum vulgare 
Foenum grecum 
Formicze cum acervo 
Formica rufa 
Fragaria 
velca 
Fraxinus 
excelfior 
oo" S Orns 
Faligo ligni 
Fumaria 
officinalis 


G. 


Galanga minor 

Galhanum 

Galla 

Galega 
officinalis 

Gallium luteum 
_verum 

Gambogia 

Genitfta 

canarienf{is 

Gentiana 

centaurium 

lutea 

purpurea 

Geoffrea 

inermis 

Geum urabanum 

Ginfeng 

— Guilandina pennee 

Gladiolus 

Glechoma hederacea 

ail heat 


Gramen 
Grana paradifii _ 
Granatum | 
Gratiola 
officinalis 
' Guaiacum 
em officinale 
Gummi ammoniacum 
- Arabicum 
_ cambogia 
— elemi 


tragacanthi- 


m\ Ged 


Page 





glabra » : 


189 


Hydrargyrus 


T EN 


Gummi rubrum aftringens _ 


Ak 


Hezematites 


Haematoxylum campechanum 220 


Hedera arborea 
helix 
terreftris 

Helenium 

Helleborafter 

Helleborus albus 

foetidus 
niger 

Herbarum exficcatio 

Herniaria 

glabra 

Hermodaétylus 

Hibifcus abelmofchus 

Hordeum 

diftichon 
Hormium 

fativa 
Humulus lupulus 


acetatus 
calcinatus 


cum creta _ 


muriatus 


Page 
215 


muriatus mitis 440 
nitratus ruber 441 


purificatus 


cum fulphure 
fulphuratas ruber 444 


= vitriolatus 


-Hydrolapathum 


Hepatica nobilis 
Hyofciamus 
Hypericum 

perforatum 


_ Hippocaftanum 


Hypociftis 
Hy flopus 


Ichthiocolla 
Imperatoria 


| oftrutheum 
Infufa 


210 
ib. 
ib. 

486 

Infufum 


SPN DE s 


ae. Page 
infufum amarum me CAS 
gentiane compofitum 494 


kinking 501 
rhei 497 
rofz ib. 
fennze fimplex 495 
fenne tartarifatum ib. 
tamarindorum cum fen- 
= na 496 
Ynula helenium «|. 185 
Tpecacuanha | =O1t 
Iris florentia 213 
nobilis E77 
paluftris i 
pfeudacorus ; ib. 
tuberofa 200 
Jalappa 209 
Japonica terra 167 
Jafminum officinale 210° 
Juglans 214 
regia ib. 
Jajuba Boe: ib. 
fulapium acidum 539 
zethereum 540 
fuccinatum ib. 
Juniperus org 214 
communis ib. 
lycia 240 
fabina 268 
K, 
Keempferia rotunda — 306 
Kali acetatum 397 
impurum 172 
impurum 269 © 
nitratum 236 
preeparatum 381 
purum 386 
ful phuratum 409 
tartarifatum 400 
vitriolatum 394 
erm es grana 214 
mineralis 423 
Kino 215 
L. 
Lac 215 
-ammoniaci 537 


~ Leonurus cardiaca * 
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Page 
Lac amygdale 536 
Lacca so 216, 
Lacttuca fativa ~ at}. 

a virofa ; ib. 

Ladanum > ib 
Lamium = 218 
album Bs ib. 
Lapilli cancrorum 157 


Lapis calcalcareus parts recens. 


uftus 155. 
Laudanum liquidam fos” 
Laurus — ~ 218 
| nobilis. o ib. 

camphora 156 
caffia 166 
cinnamomum es ke 
faffafras 278 
Lavendula 218 
{pica ib. 
{ftceechas 288 
Lentifcus " TC 


Leontodon taraxacum 
Levifticum 
Lichen cinereus 
.  caninus 
~ iflandicus 
Lignum campechenfe 
rhodrum 
Ligufticum levifticum 
Lilium album 
candidum 
convallium 
Limon 
Linaria 
-Linimenta 
‘Linimentum ammonize 


Linctus leniens 
Lingua cervina 
Linum catharticum 





fativum 
ufitatifimum 
Liquidambra ee 
 ftyraciflua ib. 
Ss 4  Lignidamber 
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648 Loh VD Leg : 
a pee Pave 
Liquidambra ftyracifloa Meloe veficatorius 159 
~ Liquor zthereus vitriolicus Mentha piperitis 2.29 
volatilis cornu cervi fativa ib. 
Lithargyrus _f{picata 3 ib. 
Lithofpermum Viridis ib. 
ae _ officinale pulegium 261 
ix vium caufticum Menyanthes trifoliata 298 
Lobelia Mercurialis 230 
_ fyphilitica annua ib. 
; Lopezinana radix Mercurius corrofivus ruber 441 
eaaojula.. ~' duleis 438 
Lupints flavus 446 
age albus precipitatus albus 442 
Lopulus — a ruber 441 
Lycoperdon = ie _fablimayss corrofivus 435 
 bovifta ib. Mefpilla 230 
Lyfimachia nummutaria Meum ib. 
i ! eas Mezereum . ib. 
M. Millepeda ee » oor 
ne Miliepedz preeparatio 321 
Macis 224 Millefolium 231 
Magnefia alba 405 Mimofa catechu 167 
 -vitriolata 270 nilotica 196 
ufta 407 115, 196 
Majorana 225 Minium - eee 
Malabrathum ~ a gk 231 
Maleleuca leucadendron e353 Mifture §35 
Natricaria 227 Miftura camphorata ib. 
| parthenium ib. cretacea ib, 
- Malva 225 mofchara — 536 
fylveftris ab. falina 540 
‘Mandragora ib. Mithridatum 586 
Manna 226 Momordica elaterium 179 
Maranta galanga ‘9t Morfus diaboli 23% 
Marrubium 26 Morum ib. 
vulgare db... nigrum ib. 
Mers facharatus | 227 Mofchus 232 
Matftiche ib. ‘mofchiferus ib 
~ Marom Syriacum 226 Mucilago amyli | 493 
- Mechoacanna | 227 _ feminis cydonii mali 494 
Melati 119 Mucilaginum extraGtio 324 
Mel 228 Mucilago gummi Arabici 494 
rofee 552 gummi tragaeanthe ib. 
{cillae 553 Myrrha , . 933 
Melilotus 228 Myrtus 234 
~ Meliifa : 229 communis eres er 
officinalis ib. pimenta —— 256 
~ Mellis defpumatio 321 Myriftica mofchata 238 
Melo oe | Myriftica 


a 3 et EAN 
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Myriltica mofchata 
Myrobalani Tees 
Riyiosyion peruiferum 


N. 
Napus 
Nardus indica 
Nafturtium 
Natron 
boracciatum 
impuram 
preparatum 
tartarifatum 
vitriolatum 
Natrum antiquoram 
Nepeta 
cataria 
Nephriticum lignum 
Nicotiana 
—_tabaccum 
Nidus cynipidis 
Nigella 
fativa 


Nitrum ‘ 


purificatum 
Nummularia 
Nux mofchata 
piftacia . a 
vomica 2 
Nymphza alba 


_Ocnlicancrorum 
Ochra 
Oenanthe crocata 
Olea Europea 
diftillata 
exprefla 
Oleum animale 
amygdalz 
cacao 
cers 


cornu cervi 


e cornubus reGificatum 


Oleum eflentiale abfinthii 
femen anti 


¢ 239 


Opium 









Mees 
Pape bg 
224 Oleum effentiale aurantium 
233 corticum 
142 femen carui 
a ae caraphyllorum 
” . aro maticorum. 
2345 3 
ib. e. i 
ib. ticis ; = f 
270 feminum foenica li ib, 
150 piperis Jamai-_ oo 
143 cenfis . 
387 bac. junip. | 
4OI flor. lavendules a 
396 corticum limo- “ 
143 num 
235 macis 
ib. \ majorans | 
40, & menthze piper- 
ib. itidis 357 
ib, menthe fative ib. 
192 origani oe Ab, 
236 pulegii ib. 
ib. rhodii ligni — 365 
ib. rorifmarini 357 
396 rutge an 366 
238 fabinge a 358 
ib. faffafras ib. 
fatureige 366 
ib, tanaceti ‘tbo. 
jb, Oleum hyofciami 348 s 
jini ‘247 
Ovi 348 
petrolei 358 
239 aa 347 
ib finapeos he 
240 fuccini a 
ib. fuccini * 393 
250 fuccini rectificatum 364 
346 fulphuratum 409 © 
359 terebinthing ae 
ig ern rectificatum ib. 
Vint 363 
4A Olibanum 240 
9 Oliva ah 
359 Onifcus affellug 231 
363 Ononis 7 2A 
256 {pinofa ee 
1p. 4 


near | 


Opium | : 























ne ss. age Bi Seah oe BOE a: ENE si 
A> O° Tag oe 

Page Page 

Opi 342 Petafitis 254 

: Dey mm 245 Phoenix Jactilifers 182 

~ Orchis : 246 Phyfalis alkekengi 120 

) mafcula 278 Phyfeer macrocephalus 284 

246 Pilulae 570 

183 /Ethiopicae 571 

Matiorans @ 25. ex aloe $7I 

vulgare 246 ex aloe cum myrrha ab. 

ore . ib. aloeticae ib 

__. fativa ib. Bacheri 576 

296 ex colocynthide cum aloe572 

246 communes ib, 

a BD nintteam | ab.” e cupro — ib; 

Orc 3 ib. ex elaterio — 576 

| acetofella 224 foetidae ib: 

Oxycantha 246 e gambogia 577 

Oxylapatham ib. e gummi 573 

- Oxymel zrogis 553. gummofae 2a 

ex allio 554. eX hydrargyre ib. 

_ colchici 553 e jalappa 574 

pectorale 554. lunares 426 

{cillee 553. mercuriales 573 

fimplex 554 @mercurio corrofivo  §77 

~ €X opio . 574 

o Ps pacificae ib. 

ae es piceae 598 

Peonia — 246 Plummert 574 

officinalis ib. roll. 572 

, Palma ib © faponacese = 578 

Panacea antimonii 423 ftomachize 575 

Panax quinquefolinm 194 e fcilla ib. 

 Papaver alum 246 fcilliticz ib. 

- erraticum 248 e ftyrace 578 

“lee na 241 _thebaicas | 574 

. Paralyfis , 248 Pimento 256 

> coke ere ib, Pimpinella ibe 

“ Parietaria 249 faxifraga ib. 

officinalis ib. anifum 129 
Paftinaca ib. Pinus abies 114 

fativa ab.’ balfamea 140 

~ Pentaphyllum ib. larix 205 

- Perfica ib. Piper indicum 256 

Perficaria . longum 257 

Pernvianus coxtex. - <e nigrum . ab. 

Petroleam ah -eubeba > * 178 

Barbadenfe — 255 Piftacia lentifcus 219 

fulphuratam 409, 227 

Petrofellinnm — 255 opoponax 245 

Pencedanum ae 2G vera 239 

ih - officinale Pag Dy Pix 





Pix Burgundica 
liquida 


Primula veris % 





Bechotria emetica 
Pfyllium en 
Plantago 
pfylliuam © 
Plumbum 
Polygala Senega 
Polyganum biftorta 
hydropiper 
Polypodium 
. filix mas 
Pompholyx 
Populus , 
| balfamifera 
Portulaca | 
oleracea . 
Potentilla reptans 
Potio cretacea 





Preeparata ex antimonio 
eX argento 
e ferro 
ex hydrargyro 
e plumbo 
€ fame, 
€ zinco 
Prunella vul garis | 
Prunum gallicum 
fylveftre 
domefticum | 
{pinofum 
Prunus cerafus 
Ptarmica 
Pulegium 
Pulmonaria maculofa 
officinalis 
Polfatilla nigricans 
Pulparum extractio 
Pulveres 
Pulvis aloeticus 
cum ferro 


cum guaiaco - 


anthelminticus 
antimonialis 
antily {lus 

ari compofitus 
aromaticus 




















. ‘i 65x 
Page v Page 
257 Pulvis afari compofitns eee 
258." cephalicus _ Te 
248 e cernfla ib.” 
260 e chelis Pcrocem 5538 
211 contrayerve compofitus ib, 
260 cornachini- 565 é 
5250 cretaceus 558 : 
260 e€ creta compofitus S580 
258 cum opio $59 | 
281 diaromaton 557 
148 digeftivus 564 
249 dyfentericus ib. 

259 Doveri 559 
188 fumalis 564 
259 infantum ib. 
ib. ipecacuanhze compofitus 559° 
- 293 jalappee compofitus ib, 4 
260 Peruvianus purgans 565 
10.3 mercurli cinereus 433 
249 e myrrha compofitus 560 
535 nitrofus 565 
489 ‘opiatus - 560° 4 
AIl efcammoniocompofitus ib. 
424 cum aloe $6y 
427 cum calomelane ib. 
43 fedativus 65 
450 e fenna compofitus 562 
453 fternutatorius 637. oe 
PASS {ty pticus — 560 
266 fudorificus $55 
260 | tragacanthze compofitus 562° 
ib. Pagici granatum 195 4 
ib, Pyrethram 262 2 
ib. Pyrus cydonia r8t 4 
168 cae 
261 QO. 
ib, | ; 
ib, Quaffia a6e. 3 
ib. amara abe 4 
ib. fimarouba 283 "a 
321 Quercus 96g | 
robur ib. 
562 Radix Indica 262 
417 Ranunculus ficaria 170 
563 Refina 334 
ib, Rhabarbarum B63) 4 
557 KRhamnus catharticus -- 264 
Zizyphus 2 ror 





Rha 





Raphants rofticanus 
- Rhaponticum 
Rheum palmatum — 


raponticum 
Rhododendron 4 
Rhos coriaria 
copafinum 


 Ribes nigrum 


rubrum 


| Ri cinus 


* - communis 


Rob fambuci 


pe Gens 


Rofa canina 
Damafcena 
centifolia 
rubra 
gallica 

Rofmarinus officinalis 


- Robia tinctorum 


Rabigo ferri praparata 
Rubus idzus 
niger 


Rumex acetola 


aquaticus 


Rufeus aculeatus : 


Rata graveolens 


S, 
Sabina 
Sacharum 
| non purificatum 
prrificatum 
bis coctum 
cantum rubrum 
album 
jactis 
faturni 
Sagapenum . 
Sago 
$al acetofellac eh 


acidum boracis — 


alcalinus foflilis purificatus 38 


purificatus 
alkalinus fixus foflilis 
_vegetabilis 
yolatilis et a) 


‘amarus is: = : i ue : 


ron 


ammoniaeu 13 


. ammonigeain -depuratum 


Atty 


404 


Sal ammoniacus volatilis 


203. 
264 — argenti 
263 Cathartieus Glauberi 
264  Chalybis — 
ib. cornu cervi 
292  Hifpanus © 
176 lactis 
265 marinus 
ib. ._-muriaticus 
ib. plumbi 
ib. polychreftus 
331 rupellentis 
18t foda 
265 fuccini 
ib, fuccini 
ib. purificatus 
ib. tatari 
266 Salvia officinalis 
ib.gSalixg: . 
323 Satyrion 
266 Sambucus ebulus 
267 nigra 
116 Sandix cerefoliam > © 
206 Sanguis draconis 
267 Sanicula Europxa 
ab. Santalum album 
citrinum 
rubrum —_ 





Santonicum femen _ 
268 Sapo a 
ib. albus Hifpanus 
ib. mollis 
ib. niger 
ib. Saponaria 
ib. officinalis 
ib. Sarcocolla 
402 Sarfaparilla 
451 Saffafras 
269 Satureia 
ib. Scabiofa 
402 fuccifla 
4032 Scammonium 
Scilla 






x 
30 


re maritima 
270 


Scillze exficcatio 

269 Scolopendriam — 

273 Scrophularia nodofa— 
70 Scordiam > 

jt Scorzonera 





Page 
368 
424 
396 
429 
39° 
ate 
402 
272 

ib. 
451 
395 
40r 
279 
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| Scorzonera Hifpanica 
Sebeftena 281 
Sedum acre waib. 
Sevi ovilli preparatio , 319. 
Seneka — i OL ac 
Senna £45 aye 282 
Serpentaria ae ib. 
Serpyllum Py Ss 3 
Simarouba @ 283 « 
‘Smilax China a, Pg 
farfaparilla = * I] 
Sinapi ee e283 
alba = ib. 
nigra ib. 
Sium diflorum @eib. 
Sifymbriam nafturtium : | 234 
Spirea filipendula ~183— 
Sodatartarifata =~ 408 
+ Vitriolata’ Se Mgo6 
Solanum lethale : 284 
— dulcamara ie 184 
Soldanella | 151 
Solidago virga aurea mm «302° 
Solutio mercurialis fimplex 448 


mereurii fublimati. cor- 


—-rifivi 438 
mineralis arfenici 540 
Spartium {cOpga 193 
Species aromaticxs — 557 
—Spermaceti 284 
Spigelia marilandica ib. 





‘Spina cervina - 284 
Spirea ulmaria 304 
Spiritus aurantii 48 5 

ammoniz ae 477 
compofitus 
foetidus 
fuccimatus 5 3 

antictericus 485- 

anifi compofitus 478 

aromaticus 485 

ztheris nitrofi 476 

vitriolici 473 
com po- 
fitus 538 
carni | AIDS 

cornu cervi 2559 

cochleariz | Se 

cinnamomi — 479 

538 


am phoratus 
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a0 Spicinit dinillatd 
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 frnaus rubi idai 
a nitri Glauberi ©” 
-juniperi compofitus 












wal Javendulaz, ‘ 
 compofitus 523 
fimplex 480 
menthz Piperitidis ib. 
ee ae aes 
_ mindereri . 399 
nitridulcis : 476 
nucis mofchate 48r 
pimento ib.” 
. Pulegii 482 
ee Raphani compofitus | ve 
yoris miarini ib. 
falis ammoniaci 388 
cum calce 
viva. 389 
ammoniaci vinofus 477 
falinus aramaticus —-_-§ 38 
falis marini saaslhe 
vinofus camphoratus §34 
rectificatus 286 
tenuis 2897 
vitrioli dulcis 473 
: tenuis 372 
volatilis aromaticus 538 
oleofus Dy. 
Spongia Sz: 


Spongize uitio” 
Stanni amalgama 





‘Stannum 
 polveratum 
Staphifagria 
ib, 
ib. 
: 323 
Sixam monn 28g 
Strychnos nux vomica 
Styrax benzoe 4S 
calamita | 289 
am. officinalis. 3» © Ib. 
2 liguida se 290 
Succi & 328. 
Sueci ad fcorbuticos 350 > 
baccae fambuci fpiffatus 232 
Succinum aor 
Suceus ligouritiae dcrotaie. "Sag 
cochicariae com potitus 
as a 
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_ Page é de ‘gn Wage 
eh 933m Lacamahaca aso Gig “892 
a ribis nigti * 33: Tamarindus. 4 293 
 aconiti ae 10, ‘indica ™ ib. 
oe “eicutaes  * 331 "ae : it’ By 
Sulphur ee ye ee ee vulgare ib. 
ee flores ate ig ~ balfamira 70 
antimonii praecipita Tapfus Barbatus 293 
* tum. 418 Taraxacum 294 — 
autratum antimonii ib. Tartaram ib. 
: praccipitatar ve _ 410. Tartarus antimohialis 419 
 Suamach ; —emeticus | ib. 
- Symphitum oficitale Y Tartarum regeneratum 398 - 
‘Serpyllum ~ folubile 3 = 400 
| bn Vitriolatuum “394 
Syrupus aceti Terebinthina , 294 
acidus a” argentoratenfis 295 — 
althae ig chia ib. 
alkalinus . communis 
allii , © @ cya 
amy gdalinus _ . -Veneta 
a balfamicuss Terminalia benzoe 
is caryophilli rubri Terra japonica re 
-. earyophillorum Japonica 7 
~ cinnamomi lemnia ‘i 
“Crock Silefiaca = 
ares” colchici Teftae otreorum 
communis Teucrium chamaedrys 
s corticis aurantii chamapithys 
- diacodion marum 
eimeticus feerdium 
- fructus ribis nigri Thea 
mori Theobroma cacao 
hydrargyri Theriaca Andromachi 
fucci limonis Thlapfi arvenfe : 
de meconio burfa paftoris 
« “mae papaveris albi Thus mafculam 
erratic an vulgare 
e rhamno cat o 548 Thymus " 
role 547 , ferpyllam 
pallidae | _ ib. Tilia Europea. 
a ficcae mv... Lincal 
fcilliticus ae 548 Tincturae 
fimplex ab. Tinctura abfinthii 





fpinae cervinae ! aloes 
tolutanus compofita ib. 
violae amara §20° 
 Bingiberis ae antiphthifica 528 
ek a ee i os aromatica S12 
SN atone Aas ge “afefootida = = ab. 
: “a cum effentialiam —- 369 corticis aurantii 517 
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cupri volatilis iebotae 

























ferri muriati repens — 
foutida.. fine ae rochifci  . 3. 
. fuliginis if ion 1 ee amyli 
gentia > compofita ab “>. bechici albi 
galbani_ = ibe, igri 
= guaiaci see * Real - em CLT Opio 
y -hellebori albi- 530 - €atechn 
52% € creta as 
specacuanhes 507 | glycyrrhizz . 
| jalappas-.9{ ee S22. =o)... emagueaas 
japonica + 7 516. de minio 
geo e kino eis 522 € nitro 
: lact#. +. % 533 € folpltire- rae 
-_ lavendulee compofita 523 Turpethum 
s, <= > artis . 4 519 ees 
~~.  melampodii $21 ~Tuflilago ee 
mofchi ,- saa farfara | 
4 myrrhe eee ib. . peralitis : 
nucis vomica ae ae 
opii camphorata Fe U 
opii ; ee ae he 
; corticis Peraviani SIF a : 
“ie = .  compofita 518 Ulmus campeftris 
quaflize Br, $33 Unguenta si 
© rhabarbari 526 Ungseriom ad cancrum exul- 
uae .  “eompolta. 627° ae 
a YT of og aa. a 
m 2 amara* es ae 
ps oe ‘dulcis “a Seb, 
ae rofarum 609. 
. fabinge compofita " 60% 
iaeta 1. 


cxrulcum = - 605 
calcis bydrargyri we 
albze ce 

ee “Vagrenta 





- fornia 















Vv. incetoxicum 
Vinum- 3 
“alban bahicon 
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656 % ae ‘LATILN 
ee » Page 
_ Unguentum cantharidis 603 
| cere ib. 
cerufize acetate 604 
citrinum 606 
de nicotiana Ort | 
digeftivum 610 - 
e calce zinci 602 
e cerufla 604 - 
elemi ib. 
epi pafticum 603 
€ flyrace 631i 
e tutia 608 
ex exrugine 602 
ex infufo ganthari-. 
dum 603 
ex pulvere cantha- 
— ridum ib; 
hemorrhoidale 610 
helebori albi 604 
hydrargyri fortius 605 
mitius ib. 
Nnitrati 606 
nervinum 610 
picis 606 
€ pice os ae 
refinze flavae 607 
fambuci ib. 
- faturnium 604 
{permatis ceti 607 
fimplex 602 
fulphuris 607 
e fulpbore ib. 
fuppurans 612 
tutize 608 
Urtica dioica 304 
Uva paffa ib. 
eR urh ie 
Vie 
Valeriana fyiveftris. 300 
Veratrum ib. 
Verbafcum thapfus__ ibs 
Veronica becabunga 144 
oficinalis “> 301 
Vicia) fava” 189 
Vitcus albus 302 








Vinum Canarium 
~ Rhenanum 
» yubrum 

Vina medicata 

Vinum aloes 





aloeticam 
amarum | 
antimoniale ib. 
- antimonii : ib. 
tartarifati 505 
_ © tartara amtimoniaii ib. 
 ferri 506 
ipecacuanhee 507 
millepedarum ae.ib. 
nicotiane 508 
rhabarbari 507 
rhei ib, 
owe _ {cilliticom 508 
oe ze doarize ib. 
Viola odorata 302 
Vipera ib. 
Virga aurea ib. 
Vitex agnus caftus 1Ig 
Vitis vinifera 303 
Vitriolam album. = 303, 455 
coeruleum i. gee 
cupres » ! ib, 
‘fern: 304 
martis 429 
» viride 304 
~ Zincl 303 
vee antimonii, 420 
ceratumi - 422 
Vidi zibetha 306 
‘Winterania canella 158 
aromatica 305 
Winteranus cortex — ib. 
W.. 
‘Zedoaria 306 
Zibethum ib. 
Zinci vitriolati purificatio 456 
aie a 306 
- toe 54 
@ 306 
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[LEWIS, WILLIAM]. 


The Edinburgh New Dispensatory: containing I. The Elements of Phar- 
maceutical Chemistry. Il. The Materia Medica... III. The Pharmaceutical 
Preparations and Medicinal Compositions ... Together with the Addition of 
those formulae, From the best Foreign Pharmacopoeias ... enriched by 
the latest Discoveries in Natural History, Chemistry, and Medicine; with 
New Tables of Elective Attractions, of Antimony, of Mercury, &c. 

Being an Improvement upon the New Dispensatory of Dr. Lewis... 
Philadelphia; T. Dobson, 1791. 


8vo. 656pp. With 3 engraved plates in 6 (each plate in two parts - a 
portion of Pi. Il, No.1 torn out). Contemporary calf, black label (worn). 
Browned, first blank loose and last blank lacking, agMeteee of a former 
owner on the title-page. 


$85.00 


First American Edition of the author's popular and frequently reprinted 
pharmaceutical work, with many alterations, corrections, and additions. 
William Lewis (17!4-!78!), physician and chemist of Edinburgh, was the 
author of numerous works including the important history of pharmacy. 

The New Dispensatory, with the addition of his notes on the materia medica 
and on hospital prescriptions, was often reprinted and used extensively. 


See: Matthews, History of Pharmacy in Britain, p.88. 
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Evans: 23503. 
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